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Arthur, born July 27, 1924, became a medical student at Marquette 
University but left school to enter service as an ensign in the navy; 
John Thomas, born August 19, 1927, is a high school student in 
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EDWIN A. KALFAHS. The story of Neenah would be incomplete 
without the record of Edwin A. Kalfahs, who is now serving for the 
fifth term as mayor of the city and in many other ways has given tangi- 
ble support to those projects which have been basic elements in the 
growth, development and prosperity of the city. In business circles 
he is also a prominent figure, being the treasurer and general man- 
ager of the Jersild Knitting Company, which has been in operation 
here since 1895. 

Mr. Kalfahs is a native son of Neenah, born September 18, 1901, 
his parents being Gustav and Emma (Langner) Kalfahs, the father 
having been very active in business circles here. At the usual age 


Edwin A. Kalfahs was enrolled as a pupil in the public schools and 


passed through one grade after another until he had completed the 
high school course. He next entered Northwestern College at 
Watertown, Wisconsin, where he studied for a year, and later he 
began working as a knitter in the plant of the Jersild Knitting Com- 
pany, with which he has since been connected. Here he has worked 
his way upward, winning various promotions until he was made man- 
ager in 1939 and he now occupies the official position of treasurer. 
The business is an important manufacturing enterprise, its radiating 
trade circles covering all sections of the country, and its sweater coats 
are very popular with the public. 

From early manhood Mr. Kalfahs has been interested in civic af- 
fairs and at all times has stanchly supported the measures which are 
essential in municipal upbuilding and progress. His fellow townsmen, 
appreciative of his ability and public spirit, have called him to several 
positions of honor and trust. After serving as alderman for two terms, 
during which he made an excellent record for fidelity to duty, he was 
elected mayor of Neenah in 1936 and has since been reelected at each 
succeeding biennial period, so that he is now serving for the fifth 
consecutive term. He has closely studied the needs and opportunities 
of the city and has brought business principles to bear in managing 
the affairs of the office, while he has used his aid and influence to 
further various municipal improvements. During his administra- 
tion Neenah, in connection with Menasha, has built a modern sewage 
disposal plant. Neenah has also secured a municipal swimming pool, 
outstanding for its size and beauty, for which the land and a sub- 
stantial sum of money were donated, while a federal grant aided the 
city in its building. Mr. Kalfahs also gave his support as mayor to 
the plan which resulted in the artesian well system being replaced by 
a filtration plant that gives to the city a bountiful supply of pure 
water from the lake. Among postwar improvements contemplated 
for the city of Neenah are a new incinerator plant; an extensive addi- 
tion to the city garage; a second bridge over the Fox River and addi- . 
tions to the high school and several grade schools, for which money 
has been earmarked for Neenah’s share through the establishment of 
a fund for public improvements. Much credit is due Mayor Kalfahs 
for the advances already made and for the plans so well formulated 
for execution when war restrictions have been lifted. He has always 
regarded a public office as a public trust and it is well known that no 
trust reposed in him is ever betrayed in the slightest degree. 

Mr. Kalfahs’ business associates have also recognized his ability 
and faithfulness by electing him president of the western district of 
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the Knitted Outerwear Manufacturing Association and vice presi- 
dent of the National Knitted Outerwear Association. 

Mr. Kalfahs married Hulda Jersild, a daughter of Rev. and Mrs. 
Jens Jersild, her father having been the founder of the Jersild Knit- 
ting Company. Further mention of her people is made in connec- 
tion with the sketch of Niels C. Jersild on another page of this work. 
Mrs. Kalfahs is a graduate of the Neenah high school and she is now 
very active in Red Cross work and is serving on the board of the 
Young Women’s Christian Association. She also has membership in 
Our Savior Lutheran Church. Mr. and Mrs. Kalfahs have a family 
of two sons and a daughter: Edwin A. Jr., who was born in Neenah, 
October 3, 1927, and is now in high school; John J., who was born 
April 23, 1934; and Mary, born March 19, 1936. 


CARL J. MEISELWITZ is closely associated with the business inter- 
ests of Kiel as a representative of the furniture, undertaking and 
banking business. In addition to conducting a well appointed furni- 
ture store and the funeral home he has been president of the Kiel State 
Bank since 1938. He was born in Schleswig township, Manitowoc 
County, Wisconsin, December 31, 1867, and is of German descent. His 
paternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Gottfried Meiselwitz, came to 
the United States in early life and took up their abode in Wisconsin, 
where the grandfather followed the occupation of farming until late 
in life. He died in 1881, at the advanced age of eighty-six years. 

His son, William Meiselwitz, father of Carl J. Meiselwitz, was born 
in Schleswig, Saxony, on the border of Germany, and was a young lad 
when brought by his parents to this country. When old enough to 
work he secured employment in a brewery, where he remained for 
five years, after which he married and took up farming on the old 
homestead, having early been trained to the work of the fields. He 
then devoted his attention to the further cultivation of the land and 
there reared his family. His wife, who in her maidenhood was Hen- 
rietta Vornsand, died in 1911, at the age of seventy-two years. She 
was born in Oldenberg, Germany, April 15, 1839, and with her people 
left there for the United States, but while en route her parents and 
a brother died of cholera and were buried at sea, leaving Henrietta 


- and her sister to continue the journey alone. After landing on Amer- 


ican soil they continued their westward way to Sheboygan, Wisconsin, 
where Henrietta Vornsand remained until her marriage to Detloff 
Wriedt. They became the parents of two children, Johanna and Dora. 
Following the death of her first husband Mrs. Wriedt became the wife 
of William Meiselwitz in 1866, and they had four sons, Carl J., Adolph, 
William and Arthur, but the last named is now deceased. 

Carl J. Meiselwitz was educated in the schools of Schleswig town- 
ship and was early trained in the best methods of planting, cultivating 
and harvesting. He continued to assist his father on the home farm 
until nineteen years of age, when, desiring to earn a living independ- 
ently, he went to the northern woods, where he ‘worked for a time. 
Later he went to Chicago, where for seven years he was employed by 
the Western Electric Company in connection with underground tele- 
phone service. On the expiration of that period he came to Kiel, and 
for four years was in the employ of S. Hollensteiner. He carefully 
saved his earnings until his industry and economy had brought him 
sufficient capital to enable him to engage in business on his own ac- 
count and in 1898 he purchased the store of Hansky & Struck, dealers 
in furniture and rugs. For forty-five years he has now carried on the 
business, having a complete line of both furniture and rugs, and his 
long continuance in this field is indicative of the liberal patronage 
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that is accorded him and of the gratifying success he has achieved as 
the merited reward of his efforts. 

Thinking to broaden the extent of his activities, Mr. Meiselwitz 
in 1899 entered the Clark School of Embalming and after receiving 
his license to practice as an undertaker, opened a funeral parlor in 
connection with his store. This is now thoroughly supplied with 
modern equipment, the funeral home having an organ and other facili- 
ties, and in addition he has an ambulance and a complete line of cas- 
kets. In 1926 the business was incorporated, with Carl J. Meiselwitz 
as president, his son Henry as secretary and treasurer and his daugh- 
ter Helen, now the wife of Carl Strumpf, as vice president. In addi- 
tion to his furniture and undertaking interests Mr. Meiselwitz was a 
director of the Kiel State Bank for twenty years and has been its 
president since 1938, giving considerable of his time and attention to 
the administrative direction and executive control of the bank. He is 
likewise the superintendent of the Kiel Cemetery Association. Mr. 
‘Meiselwitz is a man of resolute will and determined purpose who never 
stops short of the successful achievement of his plans and thus he 
has become one of the men of affluence in his community, notwith- 
standing the fact that he started out in the business world empty- 
handed. 

On the 30th of October, 1896, Mr. Meiselwitz married Minnie 
Zimmerman, who was born in Bridgeport, Ohio, in 1868, a daughter of 
Conrad and Wilhelmina (Mesh) Zimmerman. MHer father was at 
one time a wine merchant at Wheeling, West Virginia. The children 
of Mr. and Mrs. Meiselwitz are as follows: Adolph, the eldest, is a 
graduate of the University of Wisconsin and is now engaged in civil 
engineering. Iie married Jane Smith, of Oshkosh, Wisconsin, and 
has two children, Jane and Patricia. Henry spent a year in Ripon 
College and is now associated with his father’s business as the secre- 
tary-treasurer and is taking an active part in the sale of war bonds. 
He married Minnie Voelker and has three children, Mary, Charles and 
Kay. Henrietta, the older daughter of the family, is the wife of Wil- 
liam Curry. Wilhelmina is deceased. Helen, who is vice president of 
the business, is the wife of Carl Strumpf. The wife and mother, Mrs. 
Minnie Meiselwitz, passed from this life on December 7, 1911. 

Mr. Meiselwitz is a member of the Presbyterian church and he 
belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. His political al- 
legiance has always been given to the Republican party and he takes 
an active and helpful part in the civic life of the community. He 
served for two terms as a member of the village board, and has also 
been village clerk and a member of the school board for eight years. 


EASTON JOHNSON, a member of the bar at Whitewater, where 
he has practiced since February 1, 1914, was born April 25, 1885, at 
Avon, Rock County, Wisconsin, a son of Ellick and Hannah (Olsen) 
Johnson and is of Norwegian descent. His grandfather, Easton 
Johnson, came from Norway to Wisconsin in 1844, settling on a 
farm at Avon, Rock County, so that the family has been represented . 
in this state for a century. It was upon the old homestead there that 
the father of our subject was born and he, too, made farming his life 
work. He married Hannah Olsen, who came to the United States 
when seventeen years of age. Her father died in Norway and some- 
time later her mother came to this country, settling in Wisconsin. 
The death of Ellick Johnson occurred in 1930, when he was seventy- 
three years of age, while his wife survived until 1941, passing away 
at the age of eighty-one years. 

Their son Easton was the third in order of birth in a family of 
nine children, having six brothers and two sisters. At the usual age 
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he entered the district school near the home farm and afterward 
attended the Whitewater Teachers College, where he was graduated 
in 1909. He taught school for two years both before and alter com- 
pleting his course at Whitewater, but he regarded this merely as an 
initial step toward other professional labor, as he was desirous of 
taking up the practice of law and to that end he enrolled as a student 
in the University of Wisconsin, where the Bachelor of Laws degree 
was conferred on him in 19138, after which he practiced in Fort 
Atkinson, Wisconsin, until his removal to Whitewater on the Ist of 
February, 1914. For thirty years he has followed his profession here, 
winning a large clientele, so that he has been connected with much 
of the important litigation heard in the courts of the district. His 
thorough and exhaustive preparation of his cases has enabled him to 
enter the court well prepared to meet the attacks of the opposing 
counsel, and the records bear testimony to the many favorable ver- 
dicts he has won. He served as district attorney from 1919 through 
1923 and was city attorney from 1915 through 1917. Outside of his 
profession he has entered business circles as a director of the White- 
water Commercial & Savings Bank. 

Mr. Johnson is now serving on the advisory council of the draft 
board and he belongs to the Kiwanis Club, of which he has served as 
president. He is also a Royal Arch Mason and a member of the 
Eastern Star, and he finds his diversion in golf, which he greatly 
enjoys. Along strictly professional. lines he is connected with the 
Walworth County Bar Association and the Wisconsin State Bar 
Association. 

On the 8th of September, 1915, Mr. Johnson was united in mar- 
riage to Sadie E. Ross, of Oak Park, Illinois, a daughter of Dr. and 
Mrs. J. H. Ross, the father a practicing dentist of Oak Park. Mrs. 
Johnson is a graduate of Lewis Institute of Chicago. She belongs 
to the Eastern Star and is a member of the Episcopal church and of 
the Minneiska Club. She is also very active in war work, being chair- 
man of Red Cross nutrition and canteen work. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson 
have two children: Sally, who was born in 1919, and is now the wife 
of Robert De Baufer, of Neenah, Wisconsin; and Nancy, who was 
born April 29, 1921, and is a student at Milwaukee Downer Seminary. 
She won the state junior golf championship in 1942. 


Dr. MELVIN A. BoRCHARDT is an able representative of the medical 
profession, practicing at New London, Waupaca County, where he is 
sole owner of the hospital and clinic which constitute a most important 
part in professional interests here. He was born August 23, 1899, in 
the town in which he still lives, a son of Dr. August C. and Martha 
(Drews) Borchardt. His father, who was long an able and distin- 
guished medical practitioner here, was of German descent, a son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Borchardt, who were natives of Germany and after 
coming to the new world cast in their lot with the pioneer farmers 
of Wisconsin, making their home in the vicinity of Fremont. Here 
Carl Borchardt devoted his attention to the tilling of the soil save for 
the period of his service as a soldier of the Union Army in the Civil 
War. 

Dr. August C. Borchardt, son of Carl Borchardt, was born on his 
father’s farm near Fremont, March 3, 1872, and attended the only 
school in that part of the county, the term consisting of three or four. 
months, covering the winter season, and he often walked through deep 
snow drifts to learn the lessons that constituted the foundation upon 
which he built his later-acquired knowledge. When not busy with the 
duties of the schoolroom he assisted his father in the work of the fields 
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and continued upon the farm until he reached the age of sixteen years, 
when he went to Oshkosh, Wisconsin, and entered the Oshkosh Nor- 
mal. After completing his studies there he engaged in teaching school 
for a number of years and later he was a salesman for the McCormick- 
Deering Company. In 1897 he married Martha Drews, a daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred C. Drews. Subsequently he decided to make the 
practice of medicine and surgery his life work and in 1901 entered 
the Milwaukee College of Physicians and Surgeons, from which he 
was graduated with the class of 1905, his professional degree being 
then conferred on him. He opened an office in New London, where he 
continued in practice successfully until 1917, when he enlisted for serv- 
ice in the first World War. He joined the Medical Corps, in which he 
- was commissioned a captain, and served in the United States until 
after the cessation of hostilities. He then resumed his practice in New 
London and continued his ministrations to the sick and suffering until 
his demise in 1934, when he had reached the age of sixty-three years. 
He had served as city physician and as health officer for a number of 
years in addition to his private practice and his work in founding and 
promoting the hospital and clinic of New London. In 1925 he and 
his son, Dr. Melvin A. Borchardt, began work on the remodeling of 
the Williams home at St. John’s place, converting it into a six-bed 
hospital, and two years later they erected the present fine building 
which serves as clinic and hospital. They thus established and con- 
ducted the first hospital of New London, meeting a need of the com- 
munity in this line of public service. He was a charter member of 
Norris Spencer Post of the American Legion and he also belonged to 
the New London Lions Club. He always held to the highest profes- 
sional standards and ever kept abreast with the advanced thought that 
is always bringing forth improved methods in the treatment of injury 
and disease. 

While spending his youthful days under the parental roof Dr. 
Melvin A. Borchardt mastered the branches of learning taught in the 
grades and the high school of New London and afterward became a 
student in Lawrence College. He entered Marquette University in 
1920, where his advanced studies brought him the Bachelor of Science 
degree in 1922. Two years later, in 1924, he gained his M.D. degree 
at Marquette University in Milwaukee and for a year thereafter he 
interned at St. Mary’s Hospital in Madison, gaining that broad and 
practical experience which can be gained in no other way as quickly 
and surely as in hospital work. He also acted as resident surgeon 
there for a year, and on the expiration of that period joined his father 
in practice in New London. He is now sole owner of the clinic and 
hospital and employs seven people, including three registered nurses. 
This institution is accredited by the Hospital Association. It pro- 
vides all modern conveniences and facilities for hospital practice and 
has been liberally patronized from the beginning. The Doctor is a 
member of the Waupaca County Medical Society, the Wisconsin State 
‘Medical Society and the American Medical Association, to which his 
father also belonged. 

Like his father, Dr. Melvin A. Borchardt entered military service 
in the first World War, joining the S. A. T. C. branch of the army, 
preparing for aviation, but before he saw active service the Armistice 
was signed. He too has membership in the American Legion, and 
served as commander of the local post for three years. He served as 
state vice commander in 1928; has been post service officer of the 
Legion for the past ten years; was chairman of the Department of 
Wisconsin Trophy Awards for seven years; chairman of the state 
department of athletics of the Legion for a year; district athletic 
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officer one year; commander of Outagamie County Council and mem- 
ber of the 40 and 8, Outagamie County, and was adjutant and finance 
officer of the local post four years. He was on the building committee 
of the local club and has served on its house committee since it was 
built. He was a state delegate to five national conventions of the 
Legion and served on three national committees. 

Doctor Borchardt married Romelda Alberts, of Marinette, Wis- 
consin, who is a graduate nurse, having completed a course in Mercy 
Hospital of Oshkosh, Wisconsin. Their children are four in number: 
Tearle, who was born July 7, 1928, and is now attending high school; 
Melvin A. Jr., born October 10, 19386; and Barbara and Robert, twins, 
who were born December 31, 1989. Doctor Borchardt belongs to 
the Lutheran church. He is a civic minded man interested in all that 
pertains to the progress of city, county and state, and he is now serv- 
ing as a member of the New London school board and also of the city 
park board. He greatly enjoys hunting and fishing when leisure per- 
mits, but his professional duties are his first consideration and are 
discharged with a sense of conscientious obligation. 


REV. PETER KILIAN FLASCH, pastor of St. Catherine’s Catholic 
Church, situated at 2647 North Fifty-first Street in Milwaukee, was 
born in the town of St. Kilian in Fond du Lac County, Wisconsin, 
January 12, 1881, and is a representative of a family that has been 
connected with the state from the period of its early pioneer develop- 
ment. His is a long ancestral line that contains many names that have 
figured in history. His paternal grandparents were natives of Bavaria, 
Germany, and came to the United States about 1844. Proceeding 
westward, they passed through Milwaukee with ox-team and wagon 
and settled on a tract of land in Fond du Lac County, the grandfather 
there developing a farm, on which his son Kilian Flasch was born and 
reared, but turned from agricultural to commercial life and won suc- 
cess as a substantial and enterprising merchant of St. Kilian. He 
died in the year 1887 and for many years was survived by his wife, 
who bore the maiden name of Catherine Schumacher and who was 
born in Eischen, Luxembourg. The family have always adhered to 
the Catholic faith and the Rev. Kilian C. Flasch, a great-uncle of 
Father Peter K. Flasch, was a member of the priesthood and in time 
became bishop of La Crosse, in which position he continued to serve 
until his death on the 38rd of August, 1891. On the maternal side 
Father Flasch also is a member of one of Wisconsin’s early families, 
for his mother was but four years of age when brought to Wiscon- 
sin, her peovle becoming identified with farming interest in Ozaukee 
County. She died in Milwaukee, December 21, 1932, at the advanced 
age of eighty-one years. 

When a young lad Father Peter K. Flasch attended St. Augus- 
tine’s parochial school in Milwaukee and afterward matriculated in 
St. Francis Seminary, where he concluded his preparation for holy 
orders. While in the seminary he actively participated in athletics, 
particularly baseball, and also figured prominently in oratorical con- 
tests and dramatic productions. He was ordained to the priesthood 


-by Bishop Fox on June 10, 1906, celebrating his first solemn Mass nine 


days later at St. Boniface Church. Through his first appointment he 
became assistant pastor of St. Michael’s Church in Milwaukee, where 
he remained for a year and was then assigned to St. Anthony’s Church, 
where he continued as assistant until 1910. 

In 1910 Father Flasch was sent to Fredonia, Ozaukee County, to 
organize St. Rose’s parish and to superintend two missions, Kohler 
and Waubeka. The church of St. Rose has now become one of the 
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strong and flourishing churches of that section, Father Flasch there 
continuing his labors until 1923, when he returned to Milwaukee and 
organized St. Catherine’s parish, of which he has since been in charge. 
That section of the city was just being developed and the location of 
the church was several blocks beyond the city improvements, there 
being in the district no sidewalks and no street lights, while other 
modern day features were also then lacking. Today this section is 
occupied by beautiful homes and is a flourishing district of Milwaukee. 
The land purchased as a site for the church and school became very 
valuable, the church property being situated at the corner of Fifty- 
first and Center streets. There are now twelve hundred families in 
the parish with five hundred and fifty pupils in the school. The parish 
“ property comprises the school building, which also houses the tem- 
porary church, the rectory and the convent. It is purposed to have 
a new church built on the front lots on Center Street, with spacious 
grounds surrounding it. The plans have been drawn and work will 
be begun as soon as World War II is ended and building materials 
can be secured. The cost of the new church is estimated at about 
$350,000, and it will be erected in the Tudor Gothic style. Much time 
and thought have been expended on these plans and the architectural 
design of the buildings, for both Center and Fifty-first streets are 
wide thoroughfares and the church will be seen for many blocks. 


Dr. ALBERT M. CHRISTOFFERSON comes of a family whose capa- 
bilities have been expressed in the successful practice of medicine 
and surgery, he being one of four brothers whose records have re- 
flected credit and honor upon the profession. Born in Lind Center, 
Waupaca County, on the 2d of November, 1884, Dr. Albert M. Christ- 
offerson is descended from Danish ancestry. His parents, Jens and 
Sophie (Hansen) Christofferson, were both born in Denmark, where 
they were reared and married, and Jens Christofferson served in the 
Danish Army in the war in which Schleswig-Holstein was lost to 
Germany. Coming to the United States in 1867, he settled at Lind 
Center and became one of the pioneer farmers of that section. In his 
native land he had learned and followed the carpenter’s trade, but 
after crossing the Atlantic he secured a forty acre homestead claim, 
which he developed and cultivated throughout his remaining days. 
To him and his wife were born five children, but the daughter, the 
eldest of the family, who was born in Denmark, died in early child- 
hood. 

The four sons of the family all became physicians and surgeons. 
Of these, Andrew L., who practiced in Kenosha, is now deceased, as 
is Peter J., who was a physician in Waupaca. He was a graduate 
of the Marion Simms College of Medicine in St. Louis, Missouri, win- 
ning his M.D. degree in 1897, after which he opened an office in 
Waupaca, and here, in association with his brother, Albert, they built 
the Waupaca Hospital in 1920. They continued as partners in the 
ownership and conduct of that institution for ten years and then 
dissolved the partnership. The death of Dr. Peter J. Christofferson 
occurred in Waupaca November 27, 1936. The fourth brother is 
Dr. H. H. Christofferson, who is now a practicing physician of Colby, 
Wisconsin. 

After completing his regular educational training Dr. Albert M. 
Christofferson decided that, like his brothers, he would take up the 
practice of medicine and surgery as his life work and with that end 
in view enrolled as a student in the medical school of Washington 
University at St. Louis, Missouri, where he was accorded the M.D. 
degree, He then served as interne in St. Mary’s Hospital, gaining val- 
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uable training and experience there, after which he began private 
practice at Colby, where he continued for a short time, removing from 
Colby to Waupaca, where he has since followed his profession. He 
discharges his duties with a marked sense of conscientious obligation, 
is most careful and painstaking in diagnosis and follows the most 
advanced and scientific methods in ministering to the needs of suffer- 
ing humanity. His efforts on the whole have been attended with good 
results and he now has a substantial practice, which has continually 
expanded with the passing years. He keeps in touch with modern 
thought and scientific research through his membership in the Wau- 
paca County Medical Society, the Wisconsin State Medical Society 
and the American Medical Association. His membership relations 
also include the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 

Doctor Christofferson married Miss Genevieve Heany, of Waupaca, 
and unto them have been born three children. Marion, who was born 
February 19, 1918, is now the wife of Vernon Loos, of Colby, and they 
have one daughter. James W., who was born in August, 1920, at- 
tended the Waupaca schools and then, following in the footsteps of 
his father as to the choice of a profession, became a medical student 
in Marquette University, where he gained his professional degree in 
July, 1944. He is now a commissioned officer in the U. 8S. Navy, junior 


‘grade. He married Polly Parish, of Waupaca. Robert C., who was 


born in August, 1927, is a mechanic in the air corps, now serving in 
China. 

There is a military chapter in the life record of Dr. Albert M. 
Christofferson, for during the first World War he joined the army 
and served as a lieutenant in the Medical Corps, being stationed at 
Fort Riley, Kansas. He is now giving his attention largely to his 


professional duties and makes his service most helpful to those who 


employ him, the name Christofferson being long closely and honorably 
associated with medical and surgical practice in this city. 


ALFRED L. GODFREY, a veteran of the first World War and now a 
practicing attorney at Elkhorn, has not confined his attention and 
his efforts to winning advancement in professional circles but has 
always found time to actively participate in public projects which 
promise the promotion of the general welfare. His interests are 
indeed broad and varied and their worth places him among the 
leading and substantial citizens of Walworth County, while Wisconsin 
is proud to number him among her native sons. 

Born at Lima, Rock County, January 8, 1888, Alfred L. Godfrey 
is a son of Thomas G. and Mary (Dickson) Godfr ey, who were farm- 
ing people of Rock County, but both have now passed away. The 
father was born in October, 1848, his parents being Thomas and 
Elizabeth Godfrey, who were natives of Belfast, Ireland. Coming 
to the United States, they made their way westward to Rock County 
and were numbered among its earliest pioneers.- There upon the old 
homestead which Thomas Godfrey developed they reared their family, 
which numbered John, David, Sam, Thomas G., James and Nancy. 

Reared to farm life, Thomas G. Godfrey continued to till the soil 
until his labors were ended in death. He wedded Mary Dickson, a 
daughter of John and Margaret (McIlroy) Dickson, who came from 
County Antrim, Ireland, to America in 1846 and settled at Lima, 
Rock County, Wisconsin. Later they removed to Osage, Iowa, where 
Mr. Dickson again engaged in agricultural pursuits, as he had done 
in Wisconsin. Their sons and daughters were Robert, William, Joseph, 
John, Jane and Mary, the last named becoming Mrs. Godfrey. The 
eldest, Robert Dickson, was at one time grand master of the Grand 
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Lodge of Masons for the State of Nebraska. He was an attorney and 
became a circuit judge while living at O’Neal, Nebraska. All of his 
brothers became farmers, stockraisers and cattlemen. In the family 
of Thomas G. and Mary (Dickson) Godfrey were three children, 
Alfred L. being the only son, while his sisters are Margaret, who is 
the wife of Ed Lang, of Sheboygan, Wisconsin, and Grace, who is 
dean of the home economics department of Drexel Institute, Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania. 

In the district school near his father’s farm Alfred L. Godfrey 
began his education and later continued his studies in the State 
Normal, from which he was graduated in 1910. He then took up the 
profession of teaching, which he followed at Westby, Vernon County, 
Wisconsin, for two years, after organizing the school there. He was 
also principal of the high school at Stevens Point, Wisconsin, for a 
time and then resumed his studies by entering the University of 
Wisconsin, winning the Bachelor of Arts degree at his graduation in 
1914. It was then that he took up his teaching at Stevens Point and 
later returned to the University, where he remained until 1917. 

The country having entered the first World War, Mr. Godfrey 
enlisted, going to the Second Officers Training School at Fort Sheri- 
dan where he won a commission as first lieutenant. He was then sent 
overseas with the Fifty-eighth Infantry and in France he was trans- 
ferred to the Twelfth Machine Gun Battalion. He arrived in France 
May 6, 1918, and was made an instructor at the General Headquarters 
Machine Gun School of the British Army. He saw service in the 
Argonne and on the Somme and afterwards served with the Army of 
Occupation. He returned to America in August, 1919, and was com- 
missioned a major in the Reserves, holding that rank until he re- 
signed in 1923. 

He was granted his LL.B. degree in absentia by the University 
of Wisconsin while serving with the armed forces. He took up the 
active practice of law at Milwaukee as assistant to W. A. Hayes, 
attorney for the Soo Line Railroad, remaining in that connection for 
two years. He then moved to Elkhorn, where he was elected district 
attorney for Walworth County. He served as district attorney from 
1922 through 1926. The succeeding years he has devoted to the 
private practice of law and he has a large clientele, which indicates 
his high rating as a most capable attorney, his position at the bar 
being an enviable one, both as a counselor and advocate. He has a 
keen, rapid, logical mind and his deductions are at all times clear 
and convincing. Aside from his law work Mr. Godfrey is on the 
board of directors of the Elkhorn Telephone Company and he is the 
owner of a farm on which are bred Holstein cattle, his farm being 
his hobby and his chief source of recreation. 

For years Mr. Godfrey has been an active factor in state politics 
as a supporter of the Republican party and has served as county and 
district chairman and as a member of the State Central Committee 
of the party. His opinions carry weight and influence in the political 
organization and his work has added to the party strength. Fraternally 
he is well known as a thirty-second degree Mason. He is a past 
president of the Kiwanis Club and a past county commander of the 
American Legion, while he has also served as judge advocate of the 
state department of the Legion. He is chairman of the Central 
Walworth County Chapter of the Red Cross and his cooperation is 
accounted a valuable asset to any project or organization with which 
he becomes allied. He is a member of the Congregational church of 
Elkhorn. Along professional lines he is an active member of the 
Walworth County, Wisconsin State and American Bar associations. 
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On the 23d of June, 1918, Mr. Godfrey married Helen Humphrey, 
of Cincinnati, Ohio, who is an active club woman and is president of 
the library board of Elkhorn. They have two sons, of whom the 
elder, Thomas G., born March 4, 1921, gained his Bachelor of Arts 
degree in 1941 at the University of Wisconsin. He entered the Law 
School of the University of Wisconsin immediately after graduation 
and is now serving his country in the Pacific as a member of the 
Ninety-eighth Division. Their second son, Richard L., born March 5, 
1927, is in school in Elkhorn and will enter service at the close of 
the current school year. Mrs. Godfrey is a daughter of Ulysses Grant 
and Minnie Humphrey, the former now deceased, while the mother 
is still living. 


JOSEPH H. BECKER is the president and treasurer of J. H. Becker 
& Sons, funeral directors of Milwaukee, carrying on business at 1545 
North Twelfth Street and at 5330 West Lisbon Avenue in Milwaukee. 
He has had long and valuable experience in this field and his personal 
qualities particularly fit him for this calling, for he has broad sym- 
pathy and clear understanding, together with a marked appreciation 
of what is fitting and in keeping with the wishes of those who call 
upon him. He entered the business in 1908, after having previously 
been identified with one of Milwaukee’s early banking institutions. 

Mr. Becker was born February 24, 1875, on a farm near Kiel, 
Sheboygan County, Wisconsin, his parents being Christian and 
Magdela (Heim) Becker, who settled in Milwaukee prior to the Civil 
War. The father was drafted for service in the Union Army but as 
he was needed to continue the care of a large farm he secured defer- 
ment and hired a substitute to go in his place. To him and his wife 
were born ten children, five sons and five daughters, of whom Joseph 
H. is the ninth in order of birth. There are surviving, in addition to 
Joseph, a brother, Reinhart Becker, who followed farming in this 
state for many years but is now living retired from business cares, 
and Mrs. Mertz, a resident of California. 

Spending his boyhood days on the old home farm, Joseph H. Becker 
attended a nearby country school in Sheboygan County and also a 
night school, and early in his business career entered a bank, in which 
connection he worked his way upward, becoming an official in the 
Security Bank, which is now out of existence. In 1903 he started in 
the funeral directing business, being first located at 513 North Twelfth 
Street and later he remodeled and made an addition to the property 
which he owns and occupies at 1545 North Twelfth. With the gradual 
growth and development of his business he realized that he must have 
greater space and facilities and in 1936 built a beautiful new funeral 
home at 5330 West Lisbon Avenue. This is a commodious building 
of rough stone in attractive style of architecture, with wide grassy 
lawn, adorned with evergreens, and the company in both establish- 
ments is equipped to render the most complete and satisfactory service. 
The West Lisbon funeral home contains two large chapels on the 
east and the west of the building, both having equally spacious and 
appropriate atmosphere. All rooms are tastefully and suitably fur- 
nished, with subdued colorings, yet with everything being done to 
maintain comfortable and convenient accommodations for guests. 
The sanctuary for each chapel is planned with suitable simplicity, 
golden curtains separating it from the service parlor, thus giving 
entire privacy if this is desired. Accommodations are adaptable to 
any size group or. to any type of ceremony, and the company stands 
ready to give aid and advice in everything relative to the best type of 
service to be followed. Careful attention is given to all details as well 
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as to all instructions issued by patrons, and in this funeral home there 
is an atmosphere of genuine friendliness which emanates from the 
kindly and sympathetic heart of the gentleman who heads the business 
and who is a man of long experience and understanding. There is in 
the Lisbon Avenue establishment a room provided for legal and con- 
fidential discussion, advice and helpful counsel. An extensive line 
of caskets is on exhibit in a room planned for that purpose and the 
Becker private ambulance service is one of the oldest of the kind in 
Milwaukee. They have two modern ambulances, which are available 
day and night, ready for an emergency, and used exclusively to convey 
patients locally or from city to city, while a competent trained staff 
‘is always in attendance. 

The Twelfth Street funeral home owned by the company has also 
been thoroughly modernized and offers the finest facilities of the time, 
carrying out the Becker policy of providing the utmost in comfort 
and pleasing accommodations. Mr. Becker remains as the president 
of the company and his four sons are now associated with him in the 
conduct of the funeral home, each being well equipped for the particu- 
lar part which he does in connection with the conduct of the business. 
The company has long been accorded an extensive patronage by many 
of Milwaukee’s leading citizens and has connection with the Wisconsin 
Funeral Directors Association and the Milwaukee County Funeral 
Directors Association. 

Mr. Becker married Catherine Burbach, a native of Milwaukee and 
a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Burbach. On coming to the new 
world her father, a native of Germany, settled in Milwaukee, where 
he engaged in the butchering business for a number of years. Mr. 
and Mrs. Becker have five children. Roy J., the eldest, is a graduate 
of Marquette University high school and also attended the University 
for atime. He is now vice president of the company and manager of 
the business. Carl R., the second son, is a graduate of both Marquette 
University high school and of the University proper, where he pursued 
a law course, being graduated with the Bachelor of Laws degree. He 
is at present a United States district attorney and is also acting 
as secretary of his father’s company. Louis A., who completed 
the high school course at Marquette and took some University work, 
is filling the office of assistant treasurer of the company. Joseph A. 
Becker, the youngest son, is a graduate of Campion College and is 
now assistant secretary of the firm. Mary Helen, the only daughter, 
is the wife of Charles Peters, of Milwaukee. 

Mr. Becker is identified with the Catholic church and he has mem- 
bership with the Knights of Columbus, the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks and the Fraternal Order of Eagles. 


THE CONGREGATION OF THE SCHOOL SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS OF ST. 
JOSEPH’S CONVENT, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, was founded in Camp- 
bellsport, Wisconsin, April 28, 1874, by Mother Mary Alexia, who, with 
Sister Mary Alfons and Sister Mary Clara, arrived in America on 
September 12, 18738, as exiles under the May laws. 

After a number of disappointments and reverses the Sisters were 
admitted into the Archdiocese of Milwaukee by the Most Reverend 
J. W. Henni, D.D., who granted them permission to found a new com- 
munity, and, at the invitation of the Reverend Anthony Michels, to 
take charge of St. Matthew’s parochial school at Campbellsport, then 
known as New Cassel, Wisconsin. Later an academy for girls was 
opened in the parish, and besides those of the immediate vicinity stu- 
dents came from Milwaukee and Chicago, where Mother Mary Alexia 
had made connections in her efforts to become established. 


A Sonera oth ait 106 2 


ee doider agomibasint sities, artepae 
t abe srnatiaey sai to Psort sits ) 
pullivaixiatouie’ womottonxs wHol io tett & BE 
. g fauol uot boherony duo s Jasniieliidatzs ourevA soda pa 
otsil avianisdes nh tages Intyfed: bis ssivie Penh aitstob 
oft fii. 6 ied! tot homuslg moor s «i sidisdzs. foe 239 
it babi of) to deoblo ot io oo xi suivies sonahelore bie 
sialon orf Hsidw vosnetidom wiabor ows svod yall suki 
yannoo od ylovikvioxa beau line nodes an tot yhart dtgia hae gab 
Tage bonisat inatonstida & State ~yiis of vite arn vo v vet Maiban 
Songbroidys wi wd 
Ota nacl yiqmos sid howe sro feteaut jootic ditiswT sat 
rented ait to estiiliont dasa oft vito hing besitrisbonr ‘citguotedi nee 
NeiMeD wi dzontie adi gmibivery 36 yilog walsfi ods Tuo 
insbteory oi? ee eninge “oan a Bion Tom moss 
offs. ai niet Mii bobtinoges yOu axe eer wot ail bas yam. 
abmabraq ad) tot bigeespe fiowr yciiaden ee feyone? of) to toubad 
paoninens oft to Jowhes ald fiw end Jusitnnap at Go" “! val Dp att 
“itsar vd ys hy Et pom aed Tesqaet st 
Sianoo-iV) ori} (nr edad ey ere gai 669 FB’ soHi dee! 
Hass vinwe') sstuawlTh od? bun fretiginatet etuil yd Teer 
jwHiaisvacA S1e 
his sodvewtlt Io sviian s standietl eee hata idee 
wont Wiad goles WO dosti ® oa eM bos + M to sotehga 
sity gre wilh a boll, pee ear To aviter » torlest rok 
ved pdt ® ssdinan z oheamnettatsd: gaitedsind of? fi boympa|e ¢ 
ginube re pene ieoblp itt 6 ve werrsiede ovat v'rart nice 2a b 
hig ah vdt ada ig a res ee gid @i-vovial) odteg: 


Th Wnencee bite Veeie. sit oviy wor 2 3 - ont 
nema 4 did agen bai ast | teeth ive? aw 
honmigq-od ovadw , piers: id edt to brs foods bod | 


» r; b uwal Yo solsdoed oct drfer Hebi asta 
Boi Uae garetts torah sorey® bedin sf te 
oor Fa ade A Siiio.T aiteeunips eyeriisl cid to yratoipee « 
ANON? yiierayinll pt toot ine shSaptsté te omives foatiae t h 
ry hep ae VER HeD s jig WwiaEsr Janlaiaen Io sats ee nia 
#8 eysifo) actantal io B 4 ure. Je +Qauey ) 1 go 
stdyuah ying od? soll bic’ dotdee: to VisloT se Siteiciaes ¥ 
eiets'T cofiad’d Yo ative at 


iii 7 
mont en od Hus doiiisls sHodtet-oat se behiicow ef he aM - 
oyiinulord bun taatoysne ails ght pt A eet its HE ohh er eft 

gsigat Yo tobi) tunities! odt baa edt te sebee 


cl tae opel pa ear Ridin ge Ss 0D 8" 


«ya nb bobane fe ox Sti load es fret 


+. : so hie mralioous a, cipal atin arte 


* 


ee 5 a as b “ | : 5 


(Kohler Studio. ) 


* 


te 


Sad asa 


BIOGRAPHY 391 


Soon postulants applied for admission into the new community, 
which prospered and thrived. The small building which the parish- 
ioners had given to the Sisters as a home was no longer adequate, and 
the one-room school outgrew its capacity. In the fall of 1874 ninety 
pupils were in attendance. Father Michels, who in addition to his 
pastoral duties was appointed the first spiritual director of the young 
community, purchased ten acres of land for five hundred dollars on 
which the Sisters erected a three-story building known as St. Joseph’s 
Convent. 

Among the first group of students was Theresa Hegner, of Camp- 
bellsport, who in 1930, as Mother Mary Stanislaus, became the third 
mother general of the Congregation. 

By 1887 the Sisters were fully convinced that it was expedient 
to transfer the Motherhouse to a metropolitan area, and in January, 
1888, the Most Reverend Michael Heiss dedicated the new convent, 
which had been erected on the site of the present St. Joseph’s Convent, 
1501 South Layton Boulevard, Milwaukee. In 1890 this building was 
destroyed by fire and replaced by the present Motherhouse. 

Today the congregation numbers in excess of two thousand mem- 
bers, whose principal work is the training of youth and the care of 
the sick. The Sisters conduct 160 elementary and 24 high schools. 
Among the high schools are the Alvernia, Chicago, Illinois, and the 
Madonna, Aurora, Illinois, both diocesan central high schools for girls. 
The Sisters engage in mission work at home and abroad. The foreign 
mission work includes an elementary and a junior-senior high school 
for Chinese girls in Tsingtao, Shantung, China. 

Alverno Teachers College and Alverno College of Music are con- 
ducted primarily for the training of the Sisters of the Community, 
although members of other Sisterhoods are admitted. The Sacred 
Heart School of Nursing was conducted exclusively for the Sisters 
until the fall of 1944, when lay students were admitted. At present 
the Congregation operates three institutions for the care of the sick: 
the Sacred Heart Sanitarium for the treatment of non-surgical and 
non-infectious diseases; St. Mary’s Hill, for the treatment of mild 
mental cases; and a general hospital, St. Joseph’s, at Beaver Dam. 
Plans for a 200-bed hospital in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, to be 
known as Madonna Hospital, are under way. 

Mother Mary Corona is the present superior general of the Con- 
gregation. The Reverend Adolph J. Klink is the spiritual director. 


FRANK J. KUHL, collector of internal revenue, Wisconsin district, 
since his appointment to that office on June 1, 1941, has demonstrated 
what a Badger State boy may attain in his own state entirely through 
his own efforts, strict adherence to business principles, unquestion- 
able integrity, and at the same time finding time for activity in church 
work and enjoyment of ideal family life. 

One of Collector Kuhl’s outstanding achievements was his accom- 
plishment in sales of war bonds and stamps in Wisconsin during the 
second World War. On July 1, 1941, adding to his duties as internal 
revenue collector, he was appointed state administrator of the U. S. 
Treasury Department’s War Savings staff. In this capacity he con- 
ducted the campaign in Wisconsin to promote the sale of defense and 
war bonds and stamps, the total of which sales exceeded half a billion 
dollars, with purchase of bonds and stamps continuing, as a result of 
his campaign, during the entire progress of the war. 

During the first World War five loan drives were conducted in 1917 
and 1918, the grand total of which was $471,194,250, and conceded 
when the first world conflict ended to have been an amazing record. 
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However, the total purchases of bonds in Wisconsin during the sec- 
ond World War in the First and Second War Loan Drives greatly ex- 
ceeded total war savings collections reached in 1918. 

To accomplish his record success Kuhl perfected a statewide or- 
ganization of 63,000 committee men and women who directed a vol- 
unteer group of approximately 150,000 workers. To maintain effi- 
cient service in this mammoth army of civilian workers Administrator 
Kuhl not only visited every one of the seventy counties outside of his 
headquarters county of Milwaukee, but made personal contact with 
organizations in every town and village, and visited the larger cities 
of the state several times. 

In appreciation of his fine record in developing the Treasury De- 
partment’s bond program, when he retired on July 1, 1948, from the 
direction of war savings to give all of his attention to collection of 
internal revenue Mr. Kuhl was appointed deputy regional coordinator 
of the President’s Interdepartmental War Savings Bond Committee. 

In conducting his campaign for the sale of war bonds and stamps 
Collector Kuhl demonstrated exceptional efficiency in the direction of 
speaking campaigns and outstanding showmanship in the prepara- 
tion and conduct of parades and great public meetings. 

Wisconsin ranked eleventh among the forty-eight states as a result 
of the war savings drives conducted by him. 

Collector Frank J. Kuhl was born on May 22, 1900, at Manitowoc, 
Wisconsin. His elementary schooling was obtained at St. Boniface 
School, Manitowoc, and his educational training was completed when 
he became a resident of Milwaukee in 1914 through a business course 
at the Spencerian Business College of Milwaukee and at Marquette 
University night school. 

In 1917 he became a mechanic in the employ of the Anger En- 
gineering Company of Milwaukee, was promoted to salesman and 
then to sales manager. In 1926 he became one of the Milwaukee deal- 
ers of the Willys Overland Company, and in 1928 was appointed by 
the same company distributor for Wisconsin and Upper Michigan. 
When he accepted this appointment he became the youngest distribu- 
tor to represent the Willys Overland Company in the entire nation. 
When the Willys Overland Company. closed its business in 19380 Mr. 
Kuhl, at the request of the Ford Company, became a downtown Mil- 
waukee dealer for Ford, Mercury and Lincoln automobiles. 

In 1935 Mr. Kuhl was elected a director of the Milwaukee Auto- 
motive Trades, composed of automobile dealers. He was elected vice 
president of this organization in 1938 and president in 1939, to which 
office he was reelected in 1940. He was elected a director of the 
Wisconsin Automotive Trades in 1939 for a term of one year, and re- 
elected in 1940 for a term of three years. In 1939 and 1940 he was 
chosen to direct the Milwaukee Automobile Show. 

In religion Mr. Kuhl has taken part in a number -of activities for 
the Catholic church, particularly as one of the captains of the Arch- 
bishop’s emergency relief drive in 1982. He is a member of the Holy 
Name Society and of the St. Charles Boys Home Foundation. In 1918 
he became a third degree member of the Knights of Columbus and 
held the offices of lecturer, chancellor and deputy grand knight. He 
has been a fourth degree member since 1929. He is also a member of 
the St. Francis seminary fund for the Knights of Columbus. In 19385 
he was elected a member of the board of directors of Columbus In- 
stitute, an office which he still holds. 

Mr. Kuhl’s public political career began in 1934, when he was ap- 
pointed finance chairman for the young democrats of the Fourth con- 
gressional district. Shortly thereafter he was elected president of 
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the Young Democrats of Milwaukee County. In 19385 he became a 
member of the State Central Committee of Young Democrats. In 
1936 he was appointed chairman for Roosevelt electors for Wisconsin, 
and later that year was appointed by Democratic National Committee 
Chairman James A. Farley as finance director for Wisconsin for the 
Democratic National Committee. He also was appointed by Chair- 
man Farley as Wisconsin chairman of Victory dinners, fifty-five of 
which were conducted by Mr. Kuhl throughout Wisconsin. In 1938 
he was appointed state chairman for Jackson Day dinners. 

In 1937 he was appointed state chairman for Wisconsin for the 
President’s birthday balls by Keith Morgan, chairman of the Presi- 
dent’s birthday balls for the Infantile Paralysis Foundation. He con- 
ducted seventy-six birthday balls throughout Wisconsin, retiring from 
this chairmanship in 1939 because of press of other duties. In 1937 
he was appointed to the board of trustees to manage the funds of the 
Infantile Paralysis Foundation in Milwaukee County. 

Collector Kuhl is musically inclined. In 1917 he organized and 
directed the Edgewater Beach Orchestra, which gained a state-wide 
reputation in Wisconsin. It was the first dance orchestra to broad- 
cast from Station WCAY, a 360 meter station. The orchestra dis- 
banded in 1926. 

In 1937 and 1988 Mr. Kuhl served as zone captain for the Ameri- 
can Red Cross. On November 15, 1939, he was appointed by the Mil- 
waukee County board of supervisors to the Milwaukee County board 
of public welfare, which office he still holds. In 1935 he was appointed 
a4 member of the Milwaukee County safety commission for a term of 
three years, and reappointed for a like term in 1938 and 1941. He is 
an honorary member of the Wisconsin Chiefs of Police Association 
and a member of the Wisconsin Sheriffs Association. 

He has been a member of the Moose, Elks and Eagles fraternal or- 
ders and of the Milwaukee Athletic Club, from all of which he has 
taken demits because of demands of other activities. 

Collector Kuhl resides with his family at 7001 West Wisconsin Ave- 
nue, Wauwatosa. The family includes three daughters, Mary, Ann 
and Kay. Before her marriage Mrs. Kuhl was Miss Cornelia Gerrety, 
daughter of John Otis Gerrety, Wisconsin’s most famous trainer and 
driver of harness race horses. 

As collector of internal revenue during wartime it has been neces- 
sary for Collector Kuhl to enlarge his organization to take care of 
collection of greatly increased federal revenue. His courtesy and fair- 
ness toward employes as well as taxpayers, and the efficiency with 
which his department is directed have merited commendation from 
both superior officers and the public. 

During the fiscal year ending July 1, 1943, Wisconsin paid $456,- 
214,000 in internal revenue. This fact shows the responsibility and 
magnitude of the duties performed by Collector Kuhl. 


Cc. A. FRANK has been closely associated with financial affairs in 
Waukesha County from the days of his youth and is now cashier and 
the vice president of the Bank of Oconomowoc, in which institution 
he has worked his way steadily upward, each promotion coming to 
him as a recognition of his merit and trustworthiness. Born in 
Oconomowoc, on the 24th of April, 1894, he is a son of Albert and 
Louise Frank. He attended the public schools, passing through con- 
secutive grades until graduated from high school, always excelling in 
mathematics. On one occasion when the bank needed extra help the 
principal of the high school was requested to send some capable pupil 
and C. A. Frank was selected for the task. It was then that he 
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formed the idea of some time taking up the banking business as his 
life work and never has he deviated from this purpose. After his 
initial experience he worked at the bank in various positions, advanc- 
ing step by step as he proved himself ready for further duties and 
responsibilities. 

During the first World War Mr. Frank enlisted in the navy and 
was made a petty officer in the Radio Corps, being on active duty 
throughout the period of hostilities. He was at Marseilles, France, 
when the Armistice was signed and at the end of the period of his 
enlistment he returned to Oconomowoc. In 1919 he again became an 
employe of the Bank of Oconomowoc, with which he has since been 
- connected, various promotions bringing him into close association 
with each phase of the business. In 1933 he was promoted to the 
position of cashier, in which capacity he is still serving, and since 
that time his duties have been further augmented by his election to 
the vice presidency of the bank, of which John §8. Wilkinson is 
the president. 

The Bank of Oconomowoc was organized in 1859 and was the 
outgrowth of a private bank owned by H. K. Edgerton & Son. After 
it had been in existence for thirty years it was incorporated in 1889, 
with a capital of $50,000, H. M. Ackley becoming the first president, 
with H. K. Edgerton as the vice president. The present bank building 
was remodeled in 1909, and the brick was surfaced with terracotta. 
Its appointments are modern in every respect, and the best devices 
are employed to safeguard the deposits. The business methods are 
such as will bear the closest investigation and scrutiny and the 
institution has had a substantial growth. A moratorium was declared 
in accordance with the executive order from Washington in 1938, 
but otherwise the bank has never closed its doors and always stands 
ready to serve its depositors and the commercial interests of the 
community, ten people being employed to carry on the work. The 
steady unfolding and development of his powers have brought Mr. 
Frank to a most creditable position in the financial circles of the 
county and he is numbered among the representative business men 
of the southern section of the state. 

Mr. Frank married Inez Temple, of Milwaukee, and their three 
children are Beverly, Shirley and C. A. Jr. Mr. Frank belongs to 
the Lutheran church and to the Bachelors Club. He is a member of 
the American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars and has 
served as district vice commander of the Legion and is now district 
commander of same. He is chairman of the rationing board, so that 
in these and other respects he is doing all he can to further the war 
effort. In community affairs he is likewise helpfully interested. He 
is widely known in Oconomowoc and Waukesha County, where his 
entire life has been passed save for the period of his miliary service, 
and that his course has ever commanded the respect of all is indicated 
in the fact that many of his stanchest friends are those who have 
known him from his boyhood to the present. 


DAVID BEZNoR, a Milwaukee attorney with offices at 710 North 
Plankinton Avenue, was born in Illinois, July 21, 1908, a son of Ben 
and Lillian Beznor, who are still living, making their home in Hart- 
ford, Washington County, Wisconsin. The family came to Milwaukee 
in 1914, when David was a lad of six years. His father has long been 
retired from active business. To him and his wife were born six 
children, of whom David is the second in order of birth, and all are 
yet living. The eldest, Gerald Beznor, received a Master’s degree from 
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the University of Wisconsin, where he specialized in the speech arts, 
and he is now serving in the United States Navy, with the rank of 
ensign. Melvin Beznor, the third son, is also a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, where he won the Bachelor of Arts degree and 
is likewise a graduate of a music school of Rochester, New York. 
In World War II he served with the rank of first lieutenant 
in the army. Lee K. Beznor, an attorney of Milwaukee, is a graduate 
of the University of Wisconsin of the class of 1936, at which time 
the Bachelor of Laws degree was conferred on him and he is a mem- 
ber of the honorary Order of the Coif. He is now with a branch of 
the office of price administration as district enforcement officer. The 
daughters of the family are Mrs. Ralph Evans, now living in Wash- 
ington, D. C., and Mrs. Lester Franklin, a resident of Whitefish Bay. 

David Beznor is indebted to Milwaukee’s educational opportuni- 
ties for the school training which he received. After completing the 
work of successive grades he entered the Washington high school and 
was. graduated as a member of the class of 1925. His mental review 
of the broad field of business, with its limitless opportunities along 
industrial, commercial and professional lines, convinced him that he 
would prefer the practice of law as a life work and he enrolled as a 
student in Marquette University, where he gained his Bachelor of 
Laws degree in 1934. Admitted to the bar the same year, he at once 
began practice in Milwaukee and although advancement in legal work 
is proverbially slow he has gained a good clientage with the passing 
years and the importance of his practice has also steadily developed. 
It is well known that he prepares his cases with thoroughness and 
care and always presents clear and logical evidence to the court. 
He has membership in both the Milwaukee County and State Bar 
associations and conforms his practice to the highest ethical standards 
of his chosen calling. 

Mr. Beznor is the attorney for the Wisconsin Twentieth Century 
Boxing Club and he is serving on the advisory draft board, while his 
interest in civic affairs and public progress is manifest in many tangi- 
ble ways. His fraternal connection is with the Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks, and he is well known in Milwaukee, where for 
thirty years he has made his home. 


JULIUS SPEARBRAKER. While a student of law in his early manhood, 
Julius Spearbraker has always preferred to confine his attention to 
the insurance business and has established a strong agency in Clinton- 
ville, building up a business of gratifying proportions. Born on the 
8th of September, 1886, in the city in which he still makes his home, 
he is a son of Charles C. and Florentine (Toepke) Spearbraker, both 
of whom were natives of Germany and who came to the United States 
in 1861. Charles C. Spearbraker lived for a year and a half in Niagara 
County, New York, then for a short time in Clinton County, Michigan, 
before coming to Neenah, Wisconsin, in 1863. The following year they 
settled at Clintonville, where Charles Spearbraker was identified with 
farming during the time of pioneer development of this section. Later 
he entered the business field and through many years of such activity 
he had, before his retirement, built up an enviable reputation for fair 
and honest dealing. He and his family were founders and members 
of the St. Martin’s Lutheran Church in Clintonville. The Toepkes, also 
coming from Germany, settled in this part of Wisconsin when it was 
largely an unbroken wilderness and when much of the land was still 
unclaimed and uncultivated. At that time the mode of travel was by 
oxteams and also on the farm oxen were used in breaking the sod and 
tilling the soil. To Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Spearbraker were born 
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twelve children: Herman, Charles, Fred, William, Lena, Flora, Ferdi- 
nand, Julius, August, Amanda, Henry and Agnes. 

Julius Spearbraker, the eighth of this family, received his general 
education in the schools of Clintonville and later, desiring to gain a 
knowledge of law, attended Marquette University of Milwaukee but, 
returning to his native city, on October 12, 1912, he purchased the 
insurance agency of L. Cole, an attorney, and since that time he has 
carried on business in the field of general insurance. He also read 
law for a time in the office of Llewellen Cole but never practiced, al- 
though his understanding of legal principles has been of considerable 
benefit to him in carrying on his other business interests. He thor- 
_ oughly understands insurance in its various phases and branches and 
is thus able to assist his clients in their investments in this field. 

Mr. Spearbraker has also given much time to public service, being 
again and again called to office. He was elected city clerk in 1912, and 
the splendid record he made in that office is indicated in his reelections, 
whereby he was continued in the position until 1935, a period of twen- 
ty-three years. He was prompt, methodical and accurate in the per- 
formance of his duties and his record was a most creditable one. He 
has also been jury commissioner, has been secretary and member of 
the Clintonville water and light commission for twenty-three years 
and has served a good number of years as a member of the library 
board. He has thus been identified with many branches of civic serv- 
ice and in all has measured up to high standards of manhood and 
citizenship. In 1938 he was elected a member of the State Legislature, 
followed by reelections in 1940, in 1942 and 1944, and as a member of 
the General Assembly he gave thoughtful and earnest consideration 
to all the important questions that came up regarding the welfare and 
progress of the state. In 1940 he was chosen a Dewey delegate to 
the Republican National Convention at Philadelphia and was again 
elected a Dewey delegate to the national convention at Chicago in 1944. 
He is an outstanding liberal Republican of his state. He belongs to 
the Rotary Club, in which he has filled different offices including the 
presidency. He has membership in the Loyal Order of Moose and is a 
member of St. Martin’s Lutheran Church. In all these associations 
are indicated the nature and breadth of his interests, and his activities 
have ever been of a constructive and beneficial character. 

Mr. Spearbraker married Miss Belle McDonald, of Antigo, Wiscon- 
sin, who is a graduate of the Clintonville high school, and they are the 
parents of two daughters, June and Mary Jane. The former, born 
June 25, 1912, was graduated from Lawrence College with the Bache- 
lor of Arts degree, also studied for two years at Downer College, and 
gained her Bachelor of Laws degree at the University of Wisconsin as 
a member of the class of 1936. She is now the wife of A. Don 
Zwickey, a promising young attorney of Clintonville. He was born on 
his father’s farm in Pierce County, Wisconsin, January 28, 1910, a son 
of George Zwickey, a native of Switzerland, who for many years en- 
gaged in farming in Pierce County but ultimately retired and removed 
to Ellsworth, Wisconsin. Both he and his wife are now deceased. 
They had a family of five children, A. Don Zwickey being the only son. 
He attended the grade and high schools of Ellsworth and continued 
his education in the River Falls Normal, which conferred on him the 
Bachelor of Education degree. He then taught school and also studied 
through two summer sessions in a law school. He next entered the 
University of Wisconsin, where he gained his Bachelor of Laws degree 
in 1935. In 1937 he formed a partnership with June Spearbraker and 
in the fall of 1938 they were married. They have continued their 
practice under the firm name of Zwickey & Zwickey. A. Don Zwickey 
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has been city attorney for one term and both are members of the Wau- 
paca County Bar Association and of the Wisconsin Bar Association. 
They also belong to St. Martin’s Lutheran Church. Their two chil- 
dren are Jon, born July 18, 1940, and Sharen, born March 5, 1943. 

The younger daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Spearbraker is Mary Jane, 
who was born January 9, 1920, and after attending the high school of 
Clintonville entered the Layton Art School of Milwaukee and also 
studied for a year at the University of Wisconsin. She is now the wife 
of Robert Martin, and they have one son, Jeffry. Their home is in 
Appleton, Wisconsin. 


Rev. LeRoy C. RINCKER, whose life has been largely devoted to 
educational activities, has been identified for twenty-one years with 
Concordia College of Milwaukee, of which he has been president 
since 1936 and which under his able guidance continues as one of the 
strong and influential Lutheran schools of the country. Rev. Leroy 
C. Rincker was born in Crete, Illinois, August 20, 1896, and in the 
pursuit of his education won a diploma from Concordia Junior College 
in 1917. Afterward he attended Concordia Theological Seminary of 
St. Louis, Missouri, and was awarded his diploma in 1922. He re- 
ceived his S.T.M. degree in 1923 and in 1928 Columbia University 
of New York conferred on him the Master of Arts degree. 

In 1923 Rev. Leroy C. Rincker came to Milwaukee, but previous 
to this time he had served as pastor of Lutheran churches at Fisher- 
ville, Ontario, and on the Isle of Pines of the West Indies. Following 
his arrival in Milwaukee he was made an assistant instructor in 
Concordia College and in 1926 was advanced to the position of pro- 
fessor of history and of English, being installed in February, 1927, 
after the Synod, in 1926, had passed a resolution to establish two 
additional professorships in Milwaukee. He was also associated with 
Professor Koehneke as manager of the students’ library. His excellent 
qualifications for the teaching of history and English were recognized 
and taking up the work he so continued until 1986, when at the age 
of forty years he was called to the presidency of the institution to 
succeed the Rev. C. Christian Barth. He has carried the work steadily 
forward in keeping with the advanced spirit of the times, giving the 
school a high place among the educational projects for Christian 
instruction in the country. He also remains a student himself, con- 
stantly broadening his knowledge and is now qualifying for advanced 
degrees by study in Marquette University. 

Rev. Leroy C. Rincker married Edna H. Huettmann, and they 
are recognized leaders in those social circles where advanced in- 
telligence and culture are received as the passports into good society. 
Rev. Mr. Rincker has been heard in interesting and important talks 
over the radio and recently delivered addresses on three successive 
Sundays on “The Beginning of Wisdom” and kindred topics. His 
eight years of service as president of Concordia College has had far- 
reaching effect and the results achieved are seen in the lives and 
work of those who have been representatives of the student body here. 

Concordia College of Milwaukee, preparing its students for a 
zealous support of the Christian religion, has become a resultant 
force in the lives of many who have centered their preparation for 
the responsibilities of life in this institution. Early in the second 
half of the nineteenth century the Lutheran population of this city 
was rapidly increasing as people from Germany and other countries 
arrived in Milwaukee, where they soon announced their wish to have 
a synodical institution here. As Fort Wayne, Indiana, had the only 
pre-theological school and it was scarcely able to accommodate all of 
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its applicants, the synod granted permission to establish a similar 
school in Milwaukee at the synodical meeting in Fort Wayne in 1881. 
The districts of Wisconsin and Minnesota were joined by the [llinois 
district to further the project and on the 1st of September, 1881, an 
opening service was held in the basement of Trinity school and soon 
thirteen pupils were enrolled. From the beginning the institution 
grew and prospered and by 1883 the enrollment had reached seventy- 
three. Pastor E. Hamann was made temporary president and Pastor 
G. W. Mueller was appointed to the chair of English in addition to 
those who were already teaching in the new institution. The need 
for an adequate building being recognized, friends of the new project 
purchased land, which they then sold to the three interested districts 
“ at half price and it was resolved to erect a suitable building for 
student housing. Six months later what is now the State Dormitory 
was completed and was dedicated on January 3, 18838, but even this 
was soon inadequate and J. Koch and C. Eissfeldt erected residences 
for two of the professors. In 1884 the “Frame Building” was erected, 
providing more living quarters, and the school still continued to 
expand not only in attendance but in the development of the curricu- 
lum. Additional instructors were engaged from time to time and in 
1885 Pastor Christian H. Loeber was elected to the presidency, serving 
until 1893, when he resigned. In 1887 the institution was offered to 
the Synod with the request that it be made a junior college, but though 
this was not then granted, appropriation was made for another 
building, now called Kilbourn Hall. In 1890 the school was raised 
to the rank of a junior college. When President Loeber resigned in 
1893 he was succeeded by Pastor Max Albrecht and in 1906 the school 
reached its twenty-fifth anniversary, at which time no less than four 
hundred and fifty of its graduates were active in the ministry. Prop- 
erty improvements were made from time to time until the school now 
has valuable holdings with large and substantial buildings for class- 
rooms and dormitory purposes and attractive residences for the pro- 
fessors, while a fine gymnasium was also built. The Wunder 
Dormitory was completed in 1925; the old “Frame Building” which 
had housed the kitchen for many years was replaced by the new 
refectory in January, 1926; a large athletic field was added and in 
1927 plans were made for the new gymnasium, which was completed 
at a cost of one hundred and twelve thousand dollars. The school, 
now in its sixty-fourth year, has enjoyed a constantly increasing 
attendance with the passing of time and has always held to the 
highest standards of Christian education and living, so that its in- 
fluence has ever been a constantly broadening one for good not only 
in Milwaukee but also in the hundreds of communities to which its 
students have gone, thus bringing to a practical realization the dream 
of its founders and high purposes of its later instructors and 
supporters. 

The new library building of Concordia College is best described 
by Rev. Leroy C. Rinker in his article in the Lutheran Witness of 
October 18, 1942, which is here quoted in part. “An attractive en- 
trance leads directly into the grand reading room, eighteen feet high, 
whose tall windows, almost the height of the room itself, flood the 
whole interior with light. Every square foot of space is utilized. 
The reading room accommodates sixty students and provides ample 
room for additional tables and chairs. Shelving on three sides sur- 
rounds the student with a carefully chosen and rather complete collec- 
tion of reference volumes. 

“A passageway from the main entrance of the Library to the 
Administration Building is equipped with colorful leather furniture 
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and serves aS a magazine reading lounge. This passageway and 
lounge separates the main reading room from the bookstacks, which 
occupy the main floor and the balcony or mezzanine floor on the north 
side of the building. The stacks are all visible from the reading room 
and their beautiful green shade of enamel adds richness of color to 
the whole floor. 

“In addition to the librarian’s office and workroom there is on 
the main floor a ladies’ lounge and a social room. The latter, together 
with a duplicate on the mezzanine floor, fulfills the wishes of many 
students as well as their parents and friends. In these rooms, 
finished in knotty pine and equipped tastily with choice living-room 
furniture, students may receive and entertain parents and friends, 
committees may hold their meetings, and faculty men may meet 
special classes. 

“The second floor of the new building relieves the long lack of 
sufficient room for instruction by providing four classrooms that are 
‘tops’ from any point of view. By general consent they are the per- 
fection of classroom construction. Univents provide both heat and 
air-conditioning, blackboards are of the best grade of slate, seating 
is provided by modern desk-chair units, hight is more than adequate 
by day or night. In addition to these classrooms there are two faculty 
offices to which teachers may retire for private study or for special 
work with individual students.” 

Concordia’s post-war plans include the erection of a building 
which will serve a variety of purposes. The basement, which will be 
connected with the present gymnasium, will house a swimming pool. 
The first floor will be arranged to include the new administration 
offices and offices for the board of directors. The second floor is 
planned to feature every phase of music study and concert perform- 
ance. A stage and concert hall.will be built in the center of this floor. 
It will also function as a little theater. Round about this main room 
will be a dozen or more smaller studios for practice on piano, organ 
and instrumental music. The offices of the music director, a music 
library and instrument storage room complete the plans for this floor. 


GASTON W. GRIGNON of WISN. Closely tied in with radio’s growth 
from an infant industry to the lusty giant of today is WISN, the Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System’s outlet in Milwaukee, and its general 
manager, Gaston W. Grignon. Grignon’s story may be found to great 
degree in the history of WISN and its predecessor stations, WIAO and 
WSOE. 

WIAO, the first predecessor station, went on the air June 22, 
1922, under Milwaukee School of Engineering ownership. Its arch 
rival of that day, WHAD, went on the air for the first time ten days 
earlier. Both stations had completed construction of transmitters 
at the same time, but WHAD gained the airwaves first because it was 
able to obtain tubes from the limited supply then available. WIAO 
did not get its transmitter tubes until ten more days had elapsed. 

From June, 1922, until the early part of 1942, WIAO and WHAD 
both broadcast sporadically. In 1924 the WIAO call letters were 
changed to WSOE and station management and program scheduling 
were taken over by the Wisconsin News, an afternoon daily later 
absorbed by the Milwaukee Sentinel. It was at this point that Grignon 
became affiliated with the station. As radio editor of the News it was 
a logical step into the post of program director of WSOE. 

In 1925, WSOE call letters were changed to WISN and ownership 
was taken over by its present operator, Hearst Radio, Inc. In that 
year Grignon became general manager of the station. Two years 
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later, on New Year’s day, WISN became an affiliate of the Columbia 
Broadcasting System, with the small beginning of three hours of 
network programs a week. Today WISN listeners are given more 
than eighty hours of topnotch CBS programs every seven days in 
addition to many other fine features originating in WISN studios. 

Personnel, too, has increased greatly since Grignon took the helm 
at WISN. In 1925 five persons comprised the staff; today sixty are 
on the payroll. G 

WISN’s general manager himself has had a long career in news- 
paper work and in the communications field. He was born in 
Menominee, Michigan, son of a doctor and member of one of the 
, Midwest’s pioneer families. He attended the University of Illinois 
as a law student but left school to take his first newspaper job at 
Oconto, Wisconsin. He left Oconto to follow the more lively calling 
of hunting Pancho Villa, Mexican rebel leader, on the Texas-Mexican 
border in 1916. Finishing that episode, he returned to his former 
line of work as a reporter on several Texas newspapers, and in 1918 
came to Milwaukee to become a reporter on the Sentinel. He left the 
Sentinel to join the reportorial staff of the Wisconsin News when 
that paper was founded in 1920. 

As radio editor of the News, Grignon in 1922 established Mil- 
waukee’s first radio column and weekly radio section, the latter 
running as high as sixteen pages at times. His daily column, called 
“Mike Sez,” did not comment on future programs as such writers 
generally do today, but was devoted to reviewing radio programs 
broadcast the previous night. From columnist and program director 
Grignon stepped into the role of general manager of WISN in 1925. 

Mr. Grignon has remained in that capacity since 1925 and today 
is a prominent figure in the Milwaukee communications field. A 
resident of Shorewood, he has three children: Nancy, who will finish 
Marquette University next year and enter the service as an army 
nurse; Patsy, a student at Shorewood high school; and Mary Mar- 
garet, a student at St. Robert’s school. Even in marriage he kept 
close to radio—his wife, Mary, was secretary to the general manager 
of the Columbia Broadcasting System. 

Radio in the early days of his career is recalled as a hit-and-miss 
affair. Very little thought was given to programming as it is known 
today and the public, on its part, regarded the baby industry as a 
novelty. In those days so few persons owned receivers that Mr. 
Grignon and his staff knew the address of every owner in Milwaukee. 
When a program was scheduled to go on the air without notice, a 
common practice, Grignon and his aides would telephone about thirty 
persons with sets and apprize them of the broadcast. This select 
group of persons in turn would telephone friends who also owned 
receivers. By that devious, painstaking method were radio audiences 
“built up” in the pioneering days. It also was a common practice 
then for announcers to complete a broadcast with a plea for listener 
response. Once more the faithful little band of listeners would hurry 
to telephones and report results in language usually something like 
this: “I can hear everything you’re playing and singing. The family’s 
all gathered around the set and the program’s coming in fine.” 

Following the custom of those days Grignon did not reimburse 
his talent. Nevertheless there was always a host of would-be radio 
stars, including a number of dance orchestras, clamoring to get their 
offerings on the air gratis. 

Newscasting was a dubious proposition, too, at the time Grignon 
became affiliated with WISN. It was the practice then for an an- 
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nouncer to buy a copy of the daily newspaper, bring it into the studio 
and read the news stories over the air verbatim. Now, WISN sub- 
scribes to two great news services, has its own news department and 
receives as great a volume of wire copy as most metropolitan news- 
papers. Many times daily news is brought to WISN listeners literally 
‘hot off the wire.” 

Under its present manager WISN is continuing a policy of 
operating as its listening public demands. As public likes and dislikes 
change new programs are created, or existing ones are altered or 
dropped to meet the shifting picture. 

It is the management’s endeavor—always—to present a well- 
balanced radio menu filled with entertainment, education, civic and 
religious features, sports and special events. 

Under Grignon’s hand WISN always has been closely tuned to 
the public pulse. Often the station has given a helping hand with 
appeals for funds for public charities; many times has chronicled 
the entry of famous public figures into Milwaukee; has reported local, 
state and national elections and countless other important events of 
public interest through its facilities. 

Station equipment, too, is in tune with the times. New trans- 
mitters, costing from $25,000 to $75,000 each, have been installed 
from time to time as the need developed. Starting with a 100-watt 
unit, WISN progressively has installed a 500-watt unit, two 1,000- 
watt units and its present 5,000-watt unit. Studios are located in 
the Sentinel building and an ultra-modern transmitter unit with a 
5,000-watt signal day and night is located in the town of Greendale, 
eight miles south of Milwaukee. The broadcasting signal is beamed 
into Milwaukee and northward through the Fox River valley and into 
the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, thus reaching a heavy concentration 
of listeners in many populous areas. 


FRANK KIRKPATRICK, builder, of Milwaukee, is president of Frank 
Kirkpatrick, Inc., with offices at 185 West Wells Street, and is con- 
sidered the foremost authority on housing in the city. In 1944 he 
received the John D. Edwards memorial award for rendering the 
greatest service to the home-building field in Milwaukee in the previous 
year. He is not only a builder, but has also made a scientific study of 
housing problems and has exerted an influence which has benefited 
Wisconsin’s metropolis, his work being of far-reaching importance, 
locally and nationally. 

Mr. Kirkpatrick was born in Whitesburg, near Knoxville, Tennes- 
see, on the 18th of September, 1898, the son of James Edward and 
Lily Albertine (Shipley) Kirkpatrick, both of whom are now deceased. 
They were representatives of early American families of Scotch 
descent. The ancestors in the paternal line were exiled from Scotland 
early in the seventeenth century, during the political and religious 
troubles of that country, and went first to Ireland. Later two brothers 
of the name came to America, one settling in Virginia, the other in 
North Carolina. Descendants of the latter went to the Tennessee 
River Valley after fighting at the battle of King’s Mountain. The 
family was among the earliest settlers of that section of the country, 
when Tennessee, not then a state, was known as Franklin territory. 
A monument to Mr. Kirkpatrick’s ancestor has been erected on King’s 
Mountain. 

It was from the Tennessee branch of the family that James 
Edward Kirkpatrick was descended. He was a stonecutter and dealer 
in monuments. He died July 19, 1944. His wife, who was also of 
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Scotch lineage, died on July 8, 1904, when their son, Frank, was only 
five years of age. There is also a daughter, Mrs. Lucille (Kirkpatrick) 
Chesney, a resident of Knoxville, Tennessee. 

Mr. Kirkpatrick married Elisabeth Shane, a native of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George C. Shane, in 1925. 
Mrs. Kirkpatrick is a graduate of the Germantown Friends School 
of Philadelphia and also attended Muskingum College of Ohio. 

Reared in his native state, Frank Kirkpatrick pursued his early 
education in the public schools of Knoxville. The first World War 
interrupted his studies, and he volunteered for service in the United 
States Navy in March, 1917. He was made a chief pharmacist’s mate 
and served on the U.S.S. Arkansas, which operated with the British 
Grand Fleet, entitling him to the Grand Fleet Victory Medal. 

After the Armistice and his discharge Mr. Kirkpatrick settled in 
Philadelphia, where he engaged in real estate brokerage until 1929, 
when he interested himself in a study of economics. In 1931 he came 
to Wisconsin to make an economic and public relations survey for 
industrial concerns. In 1933-34 he was lecturer in economics for the 
committee on Workers’ Education of the University of Wisconsin. He 
is also known for his articles on economics and labor relations which 
were published by the Milwaukee Journal. He was the author of the 
“Wisconsin Plan,” aimed at reemploying workers in industry during 
the economic depression. In 1936 Mr. Kirkpatrick organized the 
Social Research Forum, which pointed up discussions of contemporary 
economic and social problems. 

In 1988 Frank Kirkpatrick, Inc., was founded. The company plans, 
finances, constructs and operates residential property. They are also 
housing consultants. They have done and do work as consultants 
throughout Wisconsin and in other states. In 1939 a house built by 
the firm of Frank Kirkpatrick, Inc., was awarded a five hundred dollar 
prize in a national competition conducted by the American Gas Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. Kirkpatrick has been a member of some housing committees 
under three mayors. He helped organize the War Housing Committee 
of Milwaukee, and from 1942 to 1944 was war housing director for 
the Milwaukee area. 

Mr. Kirkpatrick is a member of the Milwaukee Association of 
Commerce and is now serving on its C.E.D. research committee. He is 
a member of the Milwaukee Real Estate Board, the National Associa- 
tion of Home Builders, and has served the latter organization 
nationally. He belongs to Alonzo Cudworth Post No. 23 of the 
American Legion, and Navy Club No. 53. His recreational activities 
are largely indicated by his membership in the Milwaukee Curling 
Club, the Milwaukee Lawn Bowling Club and the Mount Dora Lawn 
Bowling Club of Mount Dora, Florida. 


THE CLINTONVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM was started in 1857, 
when a public school, known as district 2 of Bear Creek, was opened, 
but tradition has it that even before this time, when there were only 
a few pioneer settlers in the town, Mrs. Norman Clinton gathered the 
children of the community in her home to teach them reading, writing, 
history, geography and arithmetic. She was a well-educated woman, 
very charitable, and undoubtedly took this method of assisting the 
children of her neighbors. 

The first recognized public school building was a log structure 
standing several rods back of Main Street, and Miss Jennie Marsh 
first took charge there, while later Clark Colburn was the teacher. 
By 1865 the attendance had so increased that the little log school was 
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inadequate and a removal was made across the street to a frame build- 
ing, which also contained but one room and which stood between 
Ninth Street and Highth Place. 

Later Urial P. Clinton donated to the village a lot on which a 
two-story frame school building was erected in the early 1870’s, this 
being the present high school site, and Adolph 8. Olmstead was the 
first teacher there. By the fall of 1884 the school attendance had 
reached one hundred and eighty and in the fall of that year the high 
school grades were introduced as a part of the school system, high 
school pupils having previously had to seek instruction elsewhere. 
Later, to relieve the congestion in the school, two barracks were 
built to the east and were used to house the primary pupils. 

This was merely a temporary measure and the school building 
problem was still before the community, but at a special meeting, for 
the purpose of bonding the city for funds with which to build an ade- 
quate school the project, was defeated March 9, 1895. The following 
year, as the result of a referendum voted at the April election, it was 
determined to appoint a committee to ascertain the school require- 
ments and costs. This committee decided that a ten-room building 
was the smallest they could consistently recommend, and working 
upon the plans and estimates that were secured it was decided to 
build at a cost not to exceed fifteen thousand, five hundred dollars. The 
state was petitioned for a loan of thirteen thousand and the work 
was carried forward until the building was ready for occupancy in 
September, 1896. 

Steady progress has since been made, both in broadening the 
curriculum and in the methods of instruction. In 1918 a fine modern 
high school was built ut a cost of two hundred thousand dollars, sup- 
plied with the latest equipment and facilities for carrying on the 
work, and each year tangible evidences of advancement are seen. 

Today the schools are conducted under the superintendency of 
Everald G. Kellogg, a competent instructor and one who is in touch 
with modern educational methcds. He was born at Ashland, Wis- 
consin, July 27, 1908, a son of William and Jennie (Cowling) Kellogg, 
also natives of this state. The father has now passed from this life, 
but the mother is still living. They had a family of three children, of 
whom Everald G. is the eldest. He attended the Ashland schools, 
passing through the grades to the high school, while later he spent 
two years as a student in Northland College and then won his Bachelor 
of Science degree at his graduation from the Oshkosh Teachers Col- 
lege with the class of 1931, while in 1940 the University of Minne- 
sota conferred on him the Master of Arts degree. Going to New 
Holstein, Wisconsin, he was first connected with its school system as 
a teacher, was later made principal and subsequently became superin- 
tendent of schools, filling that position for two years, his entire con- 
nection with the schools there covering eleven years. He then came 
to Clintonville, where he has been superintendent since July 1, 1942, 
and under his guidance various changes. have been made, conducive 
to the benefit of the educational system of the city. In 1948 the en- 
rollment of the schools included four hundred and twenty-two pupils 
in the high school and four hundred and fifty-five in the grades, these 
being under the instruction of seventeen high school teachers and 
fourteen grade school instructors. 

Mr. Kellogg married Dorothy Chatterson, a daughter of Rev. J. H. 
Chatterson, a minister of the Methodist church. She is a graduate 
nurse who completed her course of study in Belham Hospital of 
Green Bay, Wisconsin. The children of this marriage are three sons: 
E. Wayne, who was born February 14, 1937, and is now a pupil in 
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the grades; Dwight W., who was born December 5, 1941; and James 
H., born August 21, 1944. Mr. Kellogg is helpfully interested in 
promoting the public welfare, supporting all progressive civic meas- 
ures, and he is now serving as secretary of the local] Chamber of Com- 
merce. He is also a member of the Rotary Club and of the Methodist 
church, while along the line of his chosen life work he is connected 
with the Wisconsin Education Association and the Northeastern Wis- 
consin Education Association, thus keeping in close touch with ad- 
vanced methods in the educational field. 

Mr. Kellogg left Clintonville July 1, 1945, to become superintendent 
of the Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, schools. Mr. Kenneth O. Rawson, of 
Port Edwards, has been elected superintendent of schools at Clinton- 
ville to succeed Mr. Kellogg. 


THE OCONOWOMOC PUBLIC LIBRARY was established as a permanent 
organization in 1898, although the records of 1880 show that a library 
was founded in 1870, to which a number of the prominent citizens 
of that period subscribed, but sufficient interest was not shown in 
the project to permit of its continuance and it was abandoned in 
1871. Mr. George Westover, Mr. Wright and Doctor Henshall were 
mentioned as the principal donors to the initial venture. Almost a 
quarter of a century passed before there was again an insistent de- 
mand for a library, but in 1893 public opinion was again aroused on 
the subject, and on the Ist of September of that year a meeting was 
called in the office of H. W. Goodwin for the purpose of organizing 
an Oconomowoc Library Association. The plan took definite shape at 
that time and Oconomowoc has since enjoyed the benefits of a public 
library. 

On the 1st of November, 1898, it was voted to buy books, at a cost 
of fifty-six dollars, to be added to those already owned by the associa- 
tion. The library was then housed in a room belonging to Captain 
Stone. On the 4th of March a commission was appointed to confer 
with Philip Walther about renting a room in his new building and the 
library was moved there, to pay a rental of one hundred dollars an- 
nually. Mr. Goodwin was the first librarian and served until Julia 
Lapham took over. She was succeeded by Clara Weber in 1894. On 
the 3rd of June, 1895, Dr. M. R. Wilkinson, president of the County 
Historical Society, was elected a member of the library board and was 
made its secretary. In 1898 Judge Small donated a part of his law 
library to the reference department. In 1897 the book loans amounted 
to 9,277 volumes. 

In 1900 Grabrielle Ackley was made librarian and was followed 
by Jennie Walther. It was in 1900 that the Library Association pur- 
chased its present building for $4,000, of which sum Mrs. George 
Bullen contributed $1,500, while an equal amount was given by 
Mr. and Mrs. P. D. Armour and $500 by Mr. Shufelt. The present 
library building was opened in 1901. In February of that year Joseph - 
Dainton, a member of the Association, died, leaving his home and a 
sum of one thousand dollars to the library. On the 2d of August, 
1905, A. H. Shufelt proposed to rent from Mrs. Rockwell the building 
occupied by the Loiterer’s Club for three years, he to assume the rent, 
and in 1907 it was voted to buy the building. In 1917 the property 
left by Mr. Dainton was sold and the proceeds used on the library 
indebtedness. 

In 1918 Mayor Ernst appointed a committee to look into the 
matter of the city taking over the library. In 1926 a museum was 
started in connection with the library and in 1927 Dr. M. R. Wilkin- 
son appointed Dr. H. A. Peters, F. C. Rogers, John C. Finney and 
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Anna R. Jones to take over the work of the museum. All through 
the years the library work was constantly expanding and in 1939 
52,046 books were loaned. In 1943 the library had over seventeen 
thousand volumes and three thousand borrowers. The museum is 
housed on the second floor of the library building and is most note- 
worthy for an institution of this character. 

Miss Anna R. Jones, the present librarian, is intensely interested 
in her work, which she is conducting in a most capable and acceptable 
manner. Miss Jones is one of Oconomowoc’s native daughters. Her 
parents were Simeon and Katherine (Pritchard) Jones. Katherine 
Pritchard’s father settled in Jefferson County, Wisconsin, in 1845. 
He came from Wales in 1845. Mr. Simeon Jones was a native of New 
York State, where his parents settled about 1812. He came to Wis- 

consin about 1870 and lived at Watertown for a short time and from 
| 1880 made Oconomowoc his home. Miss Anna Jones attended the 
schools of Oconomowoe until she had finished the high school course 
and later pursued a library course at the University of Wisconsin. 
She is most systematic and accurate in her work, which she has 
carried on since 1918, to the satisfaction of the general public. She 
belongs to the Methodist church and is well known in her native city, 
having an extensive circle of friends in Oconomowoc. 


; 
Dr. EMMETT F. Cook, physician and surgeon, with ed. of J1994 
West Lisbon Street in Milwaukee, has been a representative of the 
professional interests of the city for two decades and in his practice 
has specialized to a large extent in pediatrics, obstetrics and internal 
medicine. Born in Poplar Grove, Boone County, Illinois, on the 28th 
of February, 1899, he is a son of James B. and Anna (Padden) Cook, 
both of whom were of Irish lineage, their respective parents having 
| been natives of the Emerald Isle, whence they came to the new world. 
The Doctor’s mother is now decease d. The father is living in Rockford, 
Illinois, having retired from active business life after devoting many 
years to farming in that state.: 

Doctor Cook attended the grade schools of Poplar Grove and 
graduated from high school at Rockford, Illinois, class of 1918. He 
also studied for a year in Columbia College, now Loras College, of 
Dubuque, Iowa. Subsequently he enrolled as a student in Marquette 
University, where he won his Bachelor of Science degree in 1924. 
Continuing his medical studies there, Marquette conferred on him 
the M.D. degree at his graduation with the class of 1925. 

Opening an office in Milwaukee, the Doctor has here successfully 
engaged in practice for twenty years, making steady progress as the 
result of his broadening experience and his continuous study of 
medical subjects and problems, whereby he has kept in touch with all 
that modern research and investigation have brought to light con- 

cerning the laws of health. He has shown particular ability in 
diagnosis and has largely confined his efforts to obstetrics, pediatrics 
and internal medicine, although continuing in general practice. 

Doctor Cook married Miss Grace Kk. Roberts, who was born in 
South Milwaukee, a daughter of William and Ellen (Thomas) Roberts. 
The father was born in Wales and died in 1908, aged thirty-six years. 
The mother resides in Waukesha. Doctor and Mrs. Cook have one 
daughter, Marianne, born April 28, 1930, and now a student at Holy 
Angels Academy. 

Doctor Cook adheres to the Catholic faith and has membership in 
the Mother of Good Counsel Church and in the Holy Name Society, 
also in the Knights of Columbus, being connected with Pere Mar- 
quette Council. He is the second vice president of the Milwaukee 
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Civic Alliance, and is deeply interested in all matters pertaining to 
civic progress and improvement. On April 3, 1945, he was elected 
a member of the Milwaukee school board or board of school directors 
and assumed the office in the following July. He is active in the Lions 
International and formerly was president of the Washington Park 
Lions Club, while at the present writing, 1945, he is the deputy district 
governor of the Wisconsin Lions. He is also a member of the Eagles 
Club and Marquette Alumni. Bowling constitutes his chief recrea- 
tional interest and in this he finds relaxation from his professional 
duties. Along strictly professional lines he has membership in the 
Milwaukee County Medical Society, the Wisconsin State Medical 
Society and the American Medical Association, and through their 
activities he continues conversant with the advance ee is being 
continuously made in medical practice. — 


MENASHA PUBLIC SCHOOLS. A most progressive spirit has always 
been manifest in the conduct of the public school system of Menasha. 
It was in 1856-57, only a few years after the admission of Wisconsin 
to the Union, that the city established its first high school and today 
in addition to the high school there are three grade schools, each 
housing six elementary grades, a kindergarten and a spacious gym- 
nasium. Three schools, the Junior and the Senior high departments 
as well as the vocational school, are found in the new high school 
building. 

The Nicolet grade school is a modern building, divided into seven 
classrooms, a teacher’s room and the gymnasium with an adequate 
stage. In 1878 this school was a small frame building on what was 
then the city park. A removal was made to a larger building erected 
in 1894 on the present school site. This-was replaced in 1927 by the 
present school and the name changed from the Third ward to the 
Nicolet school. Present enrollment is two hundred. 

The Butte des Morts school was completed in 1928. It is a hand- 
some structure with five classrooms on the first floor and four class- 
rooms, principal’s office, activity room and the nurse’s room on the 
second floor. The children from this section of town had previously 
received instruction in the high school building of the First ward and 
in two small buildings in the Second ward. Today the enrollment of 
the Butte des Morts school is 292. 

The newest of the grade school buildings in Menasha is the Jeffer- 
son School, which was completed in 19338. It contains five classrooms 
and the principal’s office on the lower floor, as well as a gymnasium 
with a stage. One room is devoted to the kindergarten, which has its 
own main room, kitchen, dining room anda built-in doll house. On 
the upper floor there are three classrooms and the nurse’s room. This 
building supplanted the old Fifth ward school, which was erected in 
1893 and was demolished when the Jefferson school was ready for 
occupancy. Two hundred and thirty-seven pupils are now enrolled 
here. 

Menasha’s first high school building, completed in 1857 at a cost 
of $8000, held its first graduating exercises in 1876. Previous to this 
time the students had simply completed the course without any formal 
recognition. Since then many definite improvements have been made 
in the curriculum and many new ideas adopted. In 1895 the school 
board proposed the erection of a new building and $40,000 was appro- 
priated for this purpose. In April, 1896, the historic old building was 
torn down to make way for the new thirteen-room building. The 
curriculum included a business course of bookkeeping and typing, a 
manual training and domestic science department. On March 21, 
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1936, this building was totally destroyed by fire and for about two 
years thereafter classes met in various public buildings that could be 
secured for the purpose. 

In 1936, under the administration of the late F. B. Younger, work 
was begun on the new building. It is of Georgian-Colonial style of 
architecture and was completed at a cost of $600,000. Under one roof 
are housed the junior and senior high schools and the vocational 
school. The building, which is ranked among the finest in the state, 
contains a beautiful auditorium, spacious gymnasium and a fine swim- 
ming pool in addition to the classrooms. The courses and methods of 
instruction are most modern and the school is a credit to the city. 

The vocational school was organized in 19138 in compliance with 
an act passed by the State Legislature in 1911. 8S. E. Crockett became 
its first director and held that position until his death in 1943. Through 
his efforts the course was divided between shop and basic academic 
activities and related branches. Since its inception the school has been 
housed in the high school building. 

There are fifty-four members on the Menasha public school faculty. 
M. J. Gegan is the city superintendent; L. A. Wienbergen, principal of 
the junior-senior high school; L. H. Sherman, director of the voca- 
tional school; Celia Boyce, principal of the Butte des Morts school; 
Verla Weenik, principal of the Jefferson school; and Marie Acker, 
principal of the Nicolet school. 

M. J. Gegan was born in Madison Lake, Minnesota, November 4, 
1907, a son of Joe M. and Margaret Gegan. He was graduated from 
All Saints high school and won his Bachelor of Science degree in 
1928 at his graduation from St. Mary’s College of Winona, Minnesota. 
Lawrence College of Appleton conferred the Master of Arts degree on 
him in 1942. Since his college days Mr. Gegan has devoted his efforts 
to educational activities, being the teacher of physics and chemistry 
in the Menasha high school from 1929 until 1948. For one year he 
was principal of the junior-senior high school and in’ 1944 was made 
city superintendent of schools. He is recognized as a capable, forceful 
and resourceful educator who keeps abreast with the most modern 
and progressive ideas through his membership in the Menasha Educa- 
tion Association, the Northeastern Wisconsin Education Association, 
the Wisconsin Education Association, the National Education Agso- 
ciation and the American Association of School Administrators. He 
was married at Shullsburg, Wisconsin, on August 12, 1938, to Miss 
Alice Doran, a daughter of Edward and Mary Ellen Doran. They 
have two children: Margaret Mary, born September 1, 1934, and Ed- 
ward, born June 15, 1986. The family attends St. Patrick’s Catholic 
Church of Menasha and Mr. Gegan belongs to the Rotary Club. At 
all times he manifests a helpful and active interest in those measures 
and projects which are vital to the public welfare. 


LOoRON F. THURWACHTER. Among the important and progressive 
business enterprises of Waukesha should be numberéd the three mo- 
tion picture theaters owned and conducted by Loron F. Thurwachter, 
who utilizes the latest and most approved methods and ideas of 
entertainment of this character. He is energetic and alert and offers 
Waukesha the best that is seen in the metropolitan centers of the 
country. He also served as state commander of the Citizens Defense 
Corps, with headquarters in Milwaukee, from May, 1942, to Febru- 
ary, 1943. 

; Mr. Thurwachter was born in Brookfield, Waukesha County, 
August 7, 1894, a son of Henry and Ida May (Daubner) Thurwachter. 
His mother was a daughter of George H. and Marian Frances 
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(Woodcock) Daubner. The Woodcock family was prominent in New 
York State. Both the Thurwachter and Daubner families were 
pioneer settlers of Wisconsin, where George H. Daubner followed 
the occupation of farming save for the period of his service as a 
soldier of the Union Army during the Civil War. Henry Thurwachter, 
who was born in Fond du Lac County, Wisconsin, also became a 
farmer and in addition was engaged in merchandising. He was 
married to Ida May Daubner, and their four children are: Raleigh, 
who is an attorney, practicing in Waukesha; Verner; George, de- 
ceased; and Loron F. 

The last named, after passing through the grades in the public 
schools of Waukesha and completing his high school course, spent 
two years in attendance at Carroll College and was studying in the 
Law School of the University of Wisconsin when war was declared 
in April, 1917. He left school to enter the First Officers Training 
Camp at Fort Sheridan, Illinois, in May, 1917. Later he was com- 
missioned a captain in the field artillery and was with the army for 
twenty-seven months, spending twelve months of that period in 
France. After the Armistice he had charge of a branch of embarka- 
tion at St. Nazaire, France. In 1919 he returned to Waukesha and 
entered its business circles, since which time he has been identified 
with the amusement interests of the city. In cooperation with Dr. 
A. J. Hodgson he built the fine Park Theater in 1920, later acquired 
the Avon Theater and in 1940 built the Pix Theater, all three being 
fine moving picture houses with all modern equipment and facilities 
for the comfort of patrons. His theaters present the best in photo- 
plays from the largest and finest studios simultaneously with those 
of the leading metropolitan areas. The best sound equipment is 
provided, the Western Electric Minophonic and wide range sound 
systems being installed. The theaters are also supplied with modern 
cooling and air-conditioning plants and with the latest and best 
projection equipment. The three houses are supplied with com- 
fortable spring seats, and courteous attendants are always ready to 
look after the welfare and interests of the public. 

Notwithstanding the fact that his private business interests make 
heavy demand on his energies Mr. Thurwachter yet finds time and 
opportunity to render valuable service to the public. He has been 
president of the local Chamber of Commerce and has done much to 
further the interests of that organization. He is a charter member 
and a past president of the Kiwanis Club and has been lieutenant 
governor of the Wisconsin and Upper Michigan district of Kiwanis 
International. He was one of the promoters and the general chairman 
of the civic committee that built the beautiful Avalon Hotel, as well 
as the Waukesha Memorial Hospital, and has been. the president of 
the board of trustees of the hospital for the past ten years. He is 
likewise a trustee of Carroll College and a director of the Waukasha 
National Bank. Almost any project or plan that is instituted for the 
benefit and improvement of the city along business, civic, cultural 
or humanitarian lines seeks his aid and support. He is well known in 
Masonic circles, in which he has taken the consistory degrees and 
has also crossed the sands of the desert with the Nobles of the Mystic 
Shrine at Detroit. He likewise belongs to the Benevolent and Protec- 
tive Order of Elks and the American Legion Post, of which he is a 
past commander. His religious faith is indicated in his membership 
connection with the Presbyterian church. He is a man whose plans 
are well formulated and he never stops short of the successful ac- 
complishment of his purposes. 
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On the 18th of May, 1918, Mr. Thurwachter was married to Miss 
Inez Louise Hadfield, of Waukesha, a daughter of Wesley O. and 
Louise May (Luke) Hadfield. The two children of this marriage are: 
Loron F. Jr., who was born July 21, 1920, and is now a medical doctor 
serving in the United States Navy Reserves as a lieutenant (j.g.), 
and Lois Elaine, who was born August 15, 1930, and is now a student. 
in the high school of Waukesha. 


CLIFFORD JOHN GLEASON is the manager of the Gleason Brothers 
firm in Arcadia, which is known as the Western Finance Company. 
It has come to be one of the outstanding businesses in Trempealeau 
County. Mr. Gleason was born on a farm in Arcadia, September 19, 
1900, the eldest son of Andrew and Mary Anna (Kostner) Gleason. 
At the usual age he began his education in the grade schools of the 
community, and was graduated from the local high school. Later 
for two years he was a student at the University of Wisconsin, where 
he specialized in the commerce course. In 1929 he and his father, as 
partners, established the present company, which is engaged in the 
business of general finance, loans, insurance and farm auctions. As 
manager the younger Mr. Gleason is well versed in all matters per- 
taining to activities of this character, and for two years he served as 
a director of the Wisconsin Association of Finance Companies. Clif- 
ford has always been prominent in athletics, both during his school 
days and afterward when he was a member for many years of the 
city basketball and baseball teams. At present he is a director and 
secretary-treasurer of the Arcadia Golf Club. He takes part in civic 
affairs, and now serves as a director of the Community Club. He is ° 
a trustee of Our Lady of Perpetual Help parish, to which the Gleason 
family belongs, and a Knight of Columbus. On October 10, 1927, he 
married Eleanor McHugh, of Holmen, Wisconsin, formerly a teacher 
in several public schools of Wisconsin and of Porto Rico. They have 
one son, Hugh Hayes, born August 8, 1930, who attends the 
parochial school. 

The father, Andrew Gleason, was born on a farm in Bills Valley, 
Trempealeau County, Wisconsin, June 2, 1865, the eldest son of a 
family of eleven. The parents were Michael and Mary (Cashel) 
Gleason, both natives of Ireland and pioneers of this part of the 


country. Reared on the farm, Andrew received the amount of educa- 


tion prevalent in his day, and as the years went by, by making the 
most of every opportunity available, he built up for himself a 
practical education. He early turned his attention to farming, and 


.most of his life was spent as a successful and enterprising member 


of that occupation. In 1928 he sold his farm and went to live in the 
city of Arcadia. Until 1987 he took a more or less active part in the 
business of the Western Finance Company. Since then he has lived 
retired, and at an advanced age still watches with interest the affairs 
of the community and of the nation. Mr. Gleason served for many 
years aS a member of the Rainey Valley country school board and 
later as a city alderman, at all times giving his support to those plans 
and measures which he deemed essential to the public welfare. He 
was married to Mary Anna Kostner, daughter of Joseph and Anne 
(Scholidon) Kostner, both members of pioneer families. Mrs. Gleason 
passed away in 19387. 

They had a family of six children, two of whom, Kenneth and 
Michael, died in infancy. Gladys Anne was graduated from the local 
schools and followed secretarial work in Chicago until 1940. She is 
now living at the family home and is associated with the Western 
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Finance Company. Gerald Andrew, the second son, was graduated 
from the local schools and from the LaCrosse State Teachers College. 
In 1937 he became an active partner of the family business, with 
which he remained until 1941, when he was called to military training. 
When the second World War broke out he was inducted in the United 
States Army, and is now serving as staff sergeant on duty somewhere 
in the Philippines. Melvin Linus is also a graduate of the local schools 
and of the LaCrosse State Teachers College. He soon became a 
partner of the Western Finance Company, in which business he has 
been active ever since except for a year and a half spent as civilian 
instructor in the A. A. F. T. T. C. at Truax Field, Madison. He 
married Evelyn Johnson, of LaCrosse, in 1940, and they have two 
children: Ruth Ann, born in 1941, and James Creighton, born in 1944. 


FRED E. MUELLER is the president of the Bank of Rio Creek and 
is the secretary and general manager of the Plumbers Woodwork 
Company at Algoma, and is thus active in the control of important 
business interests of the two communities. Born in Forestville, Door 
County, Wisconsin, May 12, 1902, he is a son of Edwin M. E. and 
Emma (Buege) Mueller, also natives of Forestville. The father died 
February 23, 1944, and until his death he owned and operated the 
farm on which he was born. He was also one of the organizers of the 
State Bank of Forestville and, deeply interested in the cause of educa- 
tion, he served for a number of years as a member of the school board. 
His wife has now reached the age of seventy-one years. They cele- 
brated their golden wedding in November, 1943. 

Fred M. Mueller attended the schools of Forestville and also pur- 
sued a business course in Northwestern College at Watertown, Wis- 
consin, after which he became a teller in the Bank of Forestville in 
1919. He remained with that institution for eight and a half years 
and was advanced to the position of assistant treasurer. In 1929 he 
entered the commercial field by becoming manager of the Plumbers 
Woodwork Company of Algoma, while later he was made general man- 
ager and in 1934 became secretary of the company, the principal 
products of which are toilet seats, towel dispensers and drain boards. 
Their output is sold in every state in the Union, in Canada, Mexico, 
South America and in other countries, and they employ ninety people. 
Indirectly they are doing some war work. The business is a growing 
industry and Mr. Mueller is a large contributing factor in its pros- 
perity. He has not confined his attention, however, to this one line, 
for since 1988 he has been president of the Bank of Rio Creek, situated 
at Rio Creek, Wisconsin. This is ‘fa roll of honor bank,” for its com-- 
bined surplus and undivided profits amount to more than its capital 
stock, thus offering super-protection to its depositors, while the market 
value of its corporate, municipal and Government bonds is in excess 
of the book value. The bank is capitalized for $20,000 and has a 
surplus of equal amount and undivided profits amounting to more than 
$60,000. Mr. Mueller also engages to some extent in the insurance 
business. He organized the Northland Lumber Company, located at 
Summit Lake of which he is the vice president and treasurer. 

Mr. Mueller’s company has membership in the Green Bay Asso- 
ciation of Commerce and he is a member of the Men’s Club of Algoma. 
Politically he follows an independent course, voting for men and 
measures rather than party. He has membership in the Lutheran 
church, in which he has served as an elder. Bowling and fishing 
constitute his recreational hobbies. 

Mr. Mueller on June 1, 1927, married Loretta Lohrey, a daughter 
of Henry and Bendina (Hoppe) Lohrey, both of whom were born in 
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Kewaunee, and who in August, 1943, celebrated their fiftieth wedding 
anniversary. Mr. Lohrey is operating the farm on which he was 
born and of which he is now the owner. Mr. and Mrs. Mueller make 
their home in Rio Creek. 


HAROLD G. OLSEN figures in the professional and business circles 
of Milwaukee as an attorney and as the president of the Eldeen Com- 
pany of 504 North Water Street, engaged in the manufacture of 
phonograph needles. Born in Milwaukee, February 23, 1892, he is a 
son of Captain Anton G. and Hanna (Hansen) Olsen, both of whom 
are now deceased. They were natives of Norway, the father having 
been born in Skien, Norway, in 1840. In 1861, the year in which he 
attained his majority, he arrived in Milwaukee. He was a sailor on 
both the high seas and Great Lakes and came of a long line of sea- 
faring people. In time he became a captain and was the owner of a 
ship that sailed on the lakes. A life saving medal was awarded him 
for his rescue work when the bark Tanner was shipwrecked on Lake 
Michigan, September 9, 1875, this being one of the first medals of the 
kind ever awarded in Wisconsin. In time he quit work as a navi- 
gator and afterward was connected with the Bay View post office 
department. To him and his wife were born twelve children, ten 
sons and two daughters, of which number, three have passed away. 

After mastering the branches of learning taught in the public 
schools of this city, Harold G. Olsen began preparation for the legal 
profession as a student in the law school of Marquette University, 
from which he was graduated with the class of 1925 and in the same 
year he was admitted to practice in the Wisconsin courts. For fifteen 
years he practiced independently, making steady progress in his 
chosen calling, and in 1940 he entered into partnership with Wallace 
A. Barr under the firm style of Olsen & Barr. Another side to his na- 
ture was manifest in his desire to mend and. improve mechanical de- 
vices and in time he developed an idea for the improvement of phono- 
graphic needles and brought forth a patent on a method for insuring 
a “life-time” phonographic needle, using certain types of jewels and 
metals. This device has proved most valuable to the phonographic 
industry and to the radio, and today its distribution ’ reaches 
all parts of the world, inquiries and orders being received from 
Egypt, China and many European countries, so that the busi- 
ness has been one of steady expansion, crowned with substantial 
success. Mr. Olsen served four years, from 1929 to 1934, as city at- 
torney of Cedarsburg, Ozaukee County, Wisconsin. More recently his 
attention has largely been given to the affairs of the Eldeen Company, 
which was organized in 1939 for the manufacture of phonograph 
needles, the name being derived from the word needle, spelled back- 
ward. 

Mr. Olsen married Winnie Brandt Olson, a native of Amery, Polk 
County, Wisconsin, and a daughter of Frank and Laura Olson, both 
of whom were born in this state and are descended from Norwegian 
ancestry. For many years her father has been engaged in merchan- 
dising in Nye, Joel and New Richmond, Wisconsin. Harold G. Olsen 
and his wife have two sons, Donald Brandt and Scott Frank. The for- 
mer is a graduate of Whitefish Bay high school and after attending 
Ripon College for a year joined the United States Navy, with which he 
is now a pharmacist mate, third class. The younger son also completed 
his high school studies in Whitefish Bay and is now a radar man with 
the navy, having received his boot training at the Great Lakes Naval 
Training Station, while later he was in training at Virginia Beach, 
Virginia. In their military service they are following in the footsteps 
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of their father, who was in the army during the first World War as 
a captain of infantry in the Twenty-sixth Division. He was overseas 
from December, 1917, until October, 1919, and after the Armistice 
was signed was with the Army of Occupation in Germany. With his 
return to the United States he resumed the practice of law in Milwau- 
kee and he still maintains pleasant relations with his old military 
comrades through his membership in Alonzo Gudworth Post No. 28 
of the American Legion. He formerly served as commander of Post 
No. 288 and also of Milwaukee Post No. 1. He is well known in Ma- 
sonic circles through his membership. in Victory Lodge No. 820, 
F.&A.M., at Cedarburg, Wisconsin; Port Washington Chapter No. 
98, R.A.M.; Henry L. Palmer Commandery No. 42, K.T. He is like- 
wise a Shriner, belonging to Tripoli Temple of Milwaukee. He has 
taken an active interest in the Badger Boys State and is now the dean 
of its legal counselors. With membership in the Lutheran church, he 
is serving on the executive committee of the Synod of the Northwest 
and he is a member of the board of directors of the Northwest Sem- 
inary, a Lutheran school in Minneapolis. His interests are thus broad 
and varied, touching the general welfare in many ways, and as the 
years have passed he has been accorded the high respect and good will 
of his fellow townsmen and has made for himself a creditable place 
in its business, social, fraternal and church circles. 


Rev. JOHN MARTIN VOELKER, who is principal of Messmer high 
school of Milwaukee and as such one of the leading Catholic educators 
of the state, took up this work here in Milwaukee in 1935. He was 
born in Sun Prairie, Dane County, Wisconsin, June 19, 1901, his 
parents being Frank and Mary (Wavra) Voelker, who are still resi- 
dents of Sun Prairie. Both were born in Wisconsin, in the same 
section of Dane County in which the birth of their son, John M., 
occurred. The paternal grandfather was a native of Germany while 
the maternal grandparents were born in Bohemia. 

While spending his youthful days under the parental roof Father 
Voelker pursued his early education in the Sacred Heart School of 
Sun Prairie and later became a student in Pio Nono College. He 
next entered St. Francis Seminary, where he prepared for the priest- 
hood, to which he was ordained on the 30th of January, 1927. His 
first appointment took him to St. Joseph’s parish in Waukesha, where 
he remained for four years. In 1981 Archbishop Stritch sent Father 
Voelker to Washington, D. C., to enter the Catholic University of 
America and major in education. He had previously received a 
Master’s degree in history and a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
philosophy. In the national capital he won the degrees of Master of 
Arts and of Doctor of Philosophy. 

With his appointment as principal of the Messmer high school of 
Milwaukee in 1935 Father Voelker became a strong factor in Catholic 
education in Milwaukee. Originally the diocesan high school was in 
St. Elizabeth’s parish at Second and West Burleigh streets but was 
removed to ifs present location at 742 West Capitol Drive early in 
1930. The cornerstone was laid September 12, 1928, and the build- 
ing, which is a lovely one, was dedicated in May, 1930. Classes were 
opened with six hundred and fifty pupils in attendance and in 1943 
there were twelve hundred and twenty-three pupils engaged in taking 
the high school courses under the direction of thirty-one Sisters of 
the Notre Dame order, together with three priests and seven lay 
instructors, so that altogether the faculty numbers forty-one teachers. 
Messmer high school is accredited to the North Central Association 
of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Under the guidance of Father 
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Voelker the school has made steady progress, improvements being 
made in the curriculum, particularly in the subjects of religion, 
language, history, speech and physical education and in methods of 
instruction. He has tried to keep the school abreast with advanced 
methods of present day education. The school property is valuable 
because of its favorable location and the admirable equipment of the 
classrooms. For ten years he has continued his labors with excel- 
lent results. 


PETER J. DERNBACH, a Civic leader in New London, was born in 
Winneconne, Wisconsin, on October 19, 1871. His parents, Christian 
and Gertrude (Yost) Dernbach, had come from Germany to the new 
world before the Civil War. Gertrude, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Peter Yost, was a child of only seven when her family left Coblenz for 
our shores. The two young people founded a household to be num- 
bered among those sturdy pioneers who, struggling against great odds, 
reared with faith and unquenchable courage a fine, large family to be- 
come loyal builders of a new land. The early days brought many 
hardships, but eventually Christian Dernbach achieved one of the 
finest farms in the region north of Stevens Point. To them were born 
eight children: Peter and Christian, twins, the latter living in Toma- 
hawk; Charles, of Wausau; John and Joseph, of Portland, Oregon; 
Mrs. Tom Smith, of Portland; Miss Helen Dernbach, director of vo- 
cational schools at South Bend, Indiana; and Miss Rose Dernbach, 
connected with one of the largest stores in South Bend. For many 
years the father was a successful farmer, but he decided to retire from 
agricultural life and removed to New London, where his remaining 
days were passed. He was of the Catholic faith, a liberal contributor 
to Most Precious Blood Church, in which he held membership and to 
which he donated one of the art windows. 

After some years on the home farm young Peter Dernbach took a 
job as cook in a lumber camp at Parish. Then he entered the Valen- 
tine School of Telegraphy at Janesville. The school guaranteed a 
position, so with his diploma came a call from the Green Bay & West- 
ern Railroad and on November 24, 1894, he entered upon his lifelong 
career as a railroad man. For a number of years he served as relief 
agent, working at nearly every station on the line from Green Bay 
to Winona. It was in 1898 that he came to New London, and through 
his foresight and enterprise the sleepy little town began to take on 
one activity after another that was to make local history. The only 
industry of importance was the Hatten mill; the only business place 
along the right of way, an oil shed from which the Standard Oil Com- 
pany delivered drums of kerosene with a horse-drawn vehicle. The 
station agent job did not keep the energetic young man fully occupied. 
Having spare time, and wishing to make more business for the rail- 
road, Peter Dernbach built a warehouse to handle potatoes. The ven- 
ture proved to be a success, as high as 100 carloads of spuds being 
handled in a year. A canning factory, a grain elevator, a flour and 
feed store, were among the new projects developed by Peter and his 
friends. By the year 1918 the volume of railroad business had become 
such that all of his time was required to handle the work as station 
agent, and this has been his job ever since. 

In recognition of his record-breaking length of service the Green 
Bay & Western officials tendered Peter Dernbach a great anniversary 
banquet on the completion of fifty years’ uninterrupted and highly 
valuable work in this capacity. It was a gala event, held on November 
24, 1944, at the Elwood Hotel, city officials, church dignitaries and 
business friends joining the railway heads in honoring this fine citi- 
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zen. His service to the community has been of the highest order. He 
was city treasurer from 1906 to 1910. He has been secretary of the 
police and fire commission for thirty years. Always prominent in 
Catholic church circles, he has been for many years a trustee of the 
Most Precious Blood Church. He is a charter member of the Order 
of Foresters, serving as chief ranger and as treasurer; a trustee of 
the Knights of Columbus, formerly grand knight. He has been presi- 
dent of the Rotary Club for a term. Although not associated with 
the old Farmers State Bank, he was named chairman of the segre- 
gated trust organized to liquidate the institution. This liquidation 
has recently been accomplished, 100 per cent. 

Soon after his arrival in New London Mr. Dernbach married Mar- 
garet Jordan. Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Jordan, were of 
Irish lineage and were at one time proprietors of the old Revere 
House, being among the pioneers in the hotel business. To Peter and 
Margaret Dernbach were born ten children, all of whom are living 
except one son, James, who died at the age of five. The nine are 
Clement A., assistant state’s attorney for Illinois, residing in Chicago; 
Dr. George, physician and surgeon, practicing in New London; Leon- 
ard, employed at the New London Wood & Lumber Company; Ger- 
trude, the wife of Robert Fox, Clintonville; Mary, now Mrs. Charles 
Thomas, of New London; Valeria, married to Harold B. Brown, of 
New London; Margaret, a graduate nurse at Long Beach, California; 
Dorothy, a medical technician at Cedars of Lebanon Hospital, Los 
Angeles; and Marcella, a student at Mount Mary College, Milwaukee. 
All of these sons and daughters have had the advantages of higher 
education and are filling places of great usefulness. 

The death of Margaret Jordan Dernbach in 1933 brought great 
sorrow to the home circle, and the fine, spacious old residence on 
Shawano Street seemed strangely changed. Then in 1938 Mr. Dern- 
bach married Mrs. Dora Bentz, and the old home again carried on with 
its tradition of cheer and hospitality. 

Those who know Peter Dernbach best say he is too busy to think 
of growing old, and though he is past the usual retirement age he is 
continuing his service to his company and his community, honored and 
beloved by all. 


Dr. GEORGE P. DERNBACH, engaged in the practice of medicine and 
surgery in New London since 1938, is a,native of this city, born on the 
28th of September, 1910, the son of Peter J. and Margaret (Jordan) 
Dernbach. The interesting history of his pioneer forebears is out- 
lined in the father’s biography .on another page of this volume. 

Doctor Dernbach, who is the fourth in order of birth in his par- 
ents’ family, attended the local parochial school and continued his 
education in the New London high school, after which he studied for 
four years in St. Mary’s College in Kansas, there winning the Bachelor 
of Science degree as a member of the class of 1931, in which he re- 
ceived first honors every year for four years. Having decided to 
qualify for medical practice as his life work, he then enrolled with 
Marquette University of Milwaukee, which bestowed on him his pro- 
fessional degree at his graduation in 1936. His internship was spent 
in Milwaukee County Hospital and, in recognition of his outstanding 
ability, he was made resident in medicine, obstetrics and surgery for 
the year 1936-37 and the following year (1937-38) resident in surgery. 
His hospital experience proved an excellent training ground for his 
subsequent professional duties. 

In 1938 the doctor returned to New London, where he opened an 
office and has made steady and substantial progress, his practice in- 
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creasing in volume and importance with the passing years. He holds 
membership in the Waupaca County Medical Society, the Wisconsin 
State Medical Society and the American Medical Association, and the 
work he is doing shows that he constantly keeps abreast of the latest 
scientific discoveries and research. 

In 1937 Doctor Dernbach was united in marriage to Miss Dorothy 
Bentz, of New London, a graduate of the Central State Teachers Col- 
lege at Stevens Point, who for several years taught school at Kiel 
and at New London. Mrs. Dernbach is the daughter of Joseph and 
Dora (Zaug) Bentz. There is an interesting double family tie, as 
Mrs. Dora Bentz became the second wife of Mr. Peter Dernbach, 
father of the Doctor. 

Doctor Dernbach’s favorite pastime is golf and he belongs to a 
local country club. He is also a member of the Knights of Columbus 
and is a communicant of the Most Precious Blood Catholic Church, as 
also is Mrs. Dernbach. She is active in the Catholic Woman’s Club 
and study group and in the hospital auxiliary, Waupaca County Medi- 
cal Auxiliary and civic work. Both are helpful and progressive citi- 
zens of New London. 


JOHN ALBRECHT. In an analysis of the life record of John Albrecht 
it is seen that inventive genius and keen business discernment have 
carried him far on the road to success and as president of the Albrecht 
Manufacturing Company he is closely associated with industrial 
progress in Kewaunee. Although a resident of this country since 
ten years of age, he was born in Bohemia, May 16, 1865, a son of Anton 
and Antonia (Havel) Albrecht, also natives of Bohemia, where the 
father learned and followed the weaver’s trade until 1875, when he 
determined to try his fortune in America and crossed the Atlantic 
with his family. For a short time he resided at Two Rivers, Mani- 
towoc County, Wisconsin, and about 1880 purchased land in Lincoln 
township, Kewaunee County, where he continued to engage in farming 
for many years. About 1903 he retired and accompanied his son 
John on his removal to the city of Kewaunee, where he resided until 
his death in 1912, when he was eighty-four years of age. His wife’s 
death had occurred several years previously. 

John Albrecht pursued his early education in the schools of 
Bohemia and at the age of ten years came with his parents to the 
United States, after which he did considerable home study while 
working with his father on the farm. He early became familiar with 
the best methods of tilling the soil and harvesting the crops and he 
was also active in other problems having to do with agricultural life. 
This led him in 1891 to engage in the manufacture of cheese boxes 
in a plant which he built on the farm, which was given him by his 
father. In 1895 he extended the scope of his business by securing 
equipment for shingle manufacturing and a little later he placed a 
fanning mill and grain separator on the market, carrying on the 
business under the name of Albrecht Brothers & Company. The firm 
not only operated the plant in the town of Lincoln but also had a 
saw mill and manufactured shingles and cheese boxes in what was 
then known as Buckman in the town of Franklin. 

In 1907 the Buckman plant was sold and in January, 1908, John 
Albrecht purchased a lumber yard and planing mill in Kewaunee. In 
December of the same year the Lincoln factory was discontinued and 
the machinery removed to Kewaunee, where the interests of the com- 
pany were centered and have since been carried on, the name of the 
Albrecht Manufacturing Company being then adopted. Here they 
have a large plant, equipped with the latest improved machinery 
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necessary for their work, and are widely recognized as able manufac- 
turers of builders’ woodwork, cheese boxes, wood specialties, pumps, 
cheese box making machinery and other products, and they also deal 
in lumber, lath, shingles and other materials required in building 
operations. For some time cheese boxes were largely made by hand, 
but Mr. Albrecht began studying methods of making them auto- 
matically and after four years of experimentation brought out a 
machine which does the entire work automatically, this being the only 
machine on the market to produce this result. Other inventions have 
resulted from his investigation and mechanical genius, and all have 
become marketable, including the Albrecht fanning mill, which is sold 
under the name of Wisconsin Chief and was perfected in 1897. He 
also invented the Albrecht escapement whey pump to regulate the 
distribution of whey, and now in general use in factories throughout 
all American dairy sections. The company also manufactures sash 
and doors and manufacture Kewaunee stokers and plumbing special- 
- ties. The business has constantly increased in volume and importance 
and the inventions which Mr. Albrecht has given to the world are of 
distinct value to mankind. 

On the 31st of March, 1894, Mr. Albrecht married Mary Kostin, 
and on March 31, 1944, they celebrated their golden wedding. Mrs. 
Albrecht is a daughter of Henry and Mary (Hamachek) Kostin, who 
were natives of Bohemia, where they were reared and married, coming 
to America about 1872. They at once made their way to Kewaunee 
County, settling in the town of Pierce, while later they lived in the 
town of Lincoln, and there Mr. Kostin followed farming through 
practically the remainder of his life. He died at the age of eighty 
years, while his wife was fifty-five years of age at the time of her 
demise. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albrecht have had a family of eight children: Rose 
is now the wife of Charles Schneider, publisher of the Kewaunee Star, 
and they have one son in the army; Jerry E., who was a soldier of the 
first World War and whose son is serving in World War II, died at 
the age of twenty-nine years; Arnold is a dentist practicing at West 
Bend, Wisconsin; Mollie is at home; Wenzel is a music instructor in 
the schools of Stevens Point, Wisconsin, and also orchestra director 
there; Rudy is vice president of the Albrecht Manufacturing Company 
and makes his home in Milwaukee; Beatrice is the wife of Robert 
McKay, of Detroit, Michigan; and Harold is the secretary-treasurer 
of the Albrecht Company. 

While leading a very busy and useful life in connection with his 
business Mr. Albrecht has also found time for public service and for 
church and social activities, and for six years filled the office of 
member of the Kewaunee County board of supervisors, in which he 
worked effectively for the public welfare. He has always voted with 
the Republican party and his religious connection is with the Congre- 
gational church, while fraternally he was formerly connected with 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and is now a member of the 
Bohemian Western Brotherhood. He resides at 521 Miller Street, 
Kewaunee, and his leisure hours are devoted to inventions, the value 
of his activities in that field having long since been demonstrated. 


Enar A. AHLSTROM is publicity director of the Leathem D. Smith 
Shipbuilding Company and also editor and manager of the Port Light, 
a weekly tabloid newspaper published for the employes of the com- 
pany. 

He was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota, July 11, 1910, a son of 
Gustave and Naomi (Sandell) Ahlstrom, both of whom were natives 
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of Sweden. The father came to the United States in his boyhood days 
and settled in Le Sueur Center, Minnesota, later renamed Le Center, 
with his foster parents. He attended school at Le Sueur and later 
entered the University of Minnesota. He served for years as cashier 
of a Duluth; Minnesota, bank, and later became secretary-treasurer 
of the Western Coal and Coke Company of Minneapolis. He remained 
with that firm until his death, January 21, 1920. His widow still sur- 
vives and continues to reside in Minneapolis. She is the daughter of 
Rev. Michael Sandell, who established the first orphans’ home in 
Sweden. 

The early educational opportunities which Enar A. Ahlstrom en- 
joyed were offered by the public school system of Minneapolis. His 
schooling completed, he joined the editorial staff of the Minneapolis 
Tribune. He served on the Tribune staff in many capacities until 
1931, when he was appointed radio and markets editor. He also was 
a part-time man for the Minneapolis bureau of the Associated Press. 

The Tribune was merged with the two other newspapers of that 
city, the Journal and the Star, in 1940, and on May 28, 1941, fifteen 
years to the day from when he began work for the newspaper, he was 
released. Upon his release Mr. Ahlstrom and his older brother, Hal, 
who was for many years on the editorial staff of the Associated Press 
at Minneapolis, then engaged in the grocery business in that city under 
the name of Ahlstrom Brothers. Enar A. Ahlstrom still possesses a 
half interest in the business, which is now managed by his brother. 

Not content as a grocer, Enar A. Ahlstrom sought new fields and 
on April 27, 1942, he became identified with the Leathem D. Smith 
Shipbuilding Company, being employed in the layout department. He 
remained in that department until November of that year, when he 
established the Port Light and became its editor and manager. On 
June 1, 1943, he was also appointed publicity director of the ship- 
building firm, and as such has done much to keep the residents of the 
State of Wisconsin and the entire nation informed on the achievements 
and accomplishments of the Leathem D. Smith Shipbuilding Company. 

The Port Light developed rapidly, beginning first with eight pages 
and expanding to sixteen pages. Special editions of the paper often 
carried as many as twenty-eight pages. The newspaper carried con- 
siderable advertising and was the only paper of its kind among the 
nation’s many shipyards which sought advertising as a means of. off- 
setting the expense of publication. Mr. Ahlstrom’s previous news- 
paper experience well qualified him for his duties as editor, and under 
his direction the Port Light became the outstanding employe publica- 
tion in the country. The Port Light has been cited as such by both the 
Navy Department and the U. S. Maritime Commission, for whom the 
Smith yard has built a total of ninety-three ships. 

Mr. Ahlstrom’s initiative and enterprise in preparing and issuing 
this weekly paper has done extremely effective work in furthering the 
company’s interests through this channel. The paper at the height 
of the shipbuilding program enjoyed a circulation of 7,200. Over a 
thousand copies were mailed weekly to former employes in the armed 
services, to the Maritime Commission, navy officials and to marine 
executives throughout the United States. 

The Port Light ceased publication July 31, 1945, after almost three 
years of constant publication. 

Mr. Ahlstrom is a member of the American Newspaper Guild, is a 
thirty-second degree Mason, being a member of the Wisconsin Con- 
sistory at Milwaukee, and is also a member of the Order of the Hastern 
Star. He belongs to the Lutheran church, his political opinions coin- 
cide with the platform of the Republican party, and at all times he 
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keeps himself well informed on the vital questions and issues of the 
day. He derives his outside interests from his hobbies, which include 
photography, model shipbuilding, swimming and reading. 

On the 12th of March, 1938, Mr. Ahlstrom married Norma Elaine 
Mathews, a daughter of Norman and Alma (Anderson) Mathews. The 
mother was born in Alexandria, Minnesota, while the father was born 
and raised in Minneapolis. Mr. and Mrs. Ahlstrom have one child, 
Dennis Michael, who was born at Minneapolis, September 27, 1939. 

In addition to his affiliations with the Smith shipbuilding firm Mr. 
Ahlstrom entered the publishing business in June, 1945, forming a 
partnership with Victor H. Schoen, of Sheboygan, Wisconsin, under 
the name of Lakeshore Publications. The firm publishes a monthly 
magazine, Badger Flying, for the Wisconsin Civil Air Corps, and is 
contemplating publishing a regional yachting magazine, to be called 
Lake Michigan Yachtsman. 

On June 80, 1945, Mr. Ahlstrom was appointed executive secretary 
‘of the Wisconsin Civil Air Corps and in that capacity will aid the or- 
ganization in its efforts to promote safe flying in Wisconsin. 


REV. EDWARD H. BUERGER is principal of the Lutheran high school 
at 1859 North Third Street in Milwaukee, having been called to the 
position in 1923, so that he has continuously served for twenty-one 
years, and he is well known in the educational circles of the state. 
Born at Sterling, Nebraska, June 7, 1880, he is a son of the Rev. 
Martin and Bertha (Boettcher) Buerger and a grandson of Ernest 
Maurice Buerger, who was one of a group of colonists who came from 
Saxony, Germany, to the United States about the year 1838. They 
had become dissatisfied with the military government and with the 
restrictions placed upon their form of worship and resolved to seek 
liberty in the new world, where they would have opportunity to 
worship according to the dictates of faith and conscience. This party 
started for America as passengers on five ships but one was lost while 
enroute. The other four proceeded to New Orleans and from the 
Crescent City the group made their way up the Mississippi River to 
St. Louis and in that. section of the country purchased farm lands 
and established homes. Among the colonists were twelve ministers 
of the gospel and they constituted the nucleus of what became the 
Missouri Synod and were the promoters of Concordia Seminary. 
The Missouri Synod is now one of national scope, a member of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synodical Conference, and has a membership 
of four thousand pastors, with its main offices in St. Louis. The Rev. 
Ernest Maurice Buerger was a charter member of the Missouri Synod 
and during the Civil War period was a pastor in Washington, D. C. 

His son, Rev. Martin Buerger, was born near Buffalo, New York, 
and after reaching adult age entered the ministry of the Lutheran 
church, filling a pastorate in Nebraska, after which he accepted a 
eall from the church of his denomination at Wausau, Marathon 
County, Wisconsin, where he served as pastor for thirty-two years. 
Later for a few years he had charge of a church near Milwaukee, and 
he spent his last days in Milwaukee, where he was called to his final 
rest in 1935, after a long life of faithful and efficient service in the 
Lutheran ministry. His wife, who was born in IIlinois, is still living 
in Milwaukee. In their family were six children, of whom one son 
is the Rev. Richard Buerger, pastor of the Gethsemane Lutheran 
Church ot Milwaukee, thus being of the third generation of the 
family connected with the ministry in this country. 

Rev. Edward H. Buerger was but a young lad when his parents 
removed trom Nebraska to Wisconsin, so that his early education 
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was acquired in the schools of Wausau, where his boyhood days were 
passed. He received his college education at Northwestern College 
at Watertown, Wisconsin, his theological training at the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, and subsequently 
took up the profession of teaching, which he followed for nine years 
at Wittenberg Academy in Wittenberg, Wisconsin. When the school 
there was closed, he was ordained to the ministry in 1913 and ac- 
cepted a call from the church at Edgar, Marathon County, where he 
continued his labors for ten years. On the expiration of that period 
he was tendered and accepted the position of principal of the Lutheran 
high school in Milwaukee, with which he has been connected since 
1923. This school has been in existence since 1904 and now has an 
erirollment of more than seven hundred students. Reverend Buerger 
as principal of the school has always maintained the highest standards 
in scholarship and other requirements, and at all times he keeps 
abreast with modern educational methods, introducing all that he 
believes will make for the upbuilding of the school in the matter of 
preparing youth for the later duties and responsibilities of life, so 
that the Lutheran high school of Milwaukee is an important factor 
in the educational development of the city. 

In 1907 Reverend Buerger was united in marriage to Miss Annette 
Lee, and they have a daughter, Carol, who is a graduate of the 
Lutheran high school, and a son, Roald, who is now a sergeant in a 
port battalion in the United States Army. Reverend Buerger has 
always concentrated his efforts upon the work of promoting intellec- 
tual and moral progress during the long years of his residence in 
Wisconsin and is now a member of the Conference of Principals of 
Lutheran Secondary Schools of the Synodical Conference. He recog- 
nizes the opportunities for good in his profession and his labors have 
been resultant and far-reaching in their beneficial effect upon the 
student body. 


MELVIN WITHINGTON PERRY. Various important business interests 
have felt the stimulus of the enterprising spirit and well defined pur- 
poses of Melvin W. Perry, of Algoma, who is now the president of the 
Algoma Foundry & Machine Company and of the Algoma Net Com- 
pany. Born in Racine, Wisconsin, February 26, 1864, he is a son of 
William Newsom and Sophronia (Beach) Perry, who were natives of 
Westminster, Vermont, and of Chatham, Canada, respectively. The 
father was reared in the Green Mountain State and after pursuing his 
public school education devoted two years to the study of medicine, 
but was obliged to discontinue this because of ill health. Leaving 
college at Providence, Rhode Island, he came west to Algoma in 1856, 
at which time the town was called Wolf River. He had first gone to 
Illinois, where he was employed by Doctor Newton, who sent him to 
Clay Bank, Wisconsin, to build a mill for the Doctor, who was the 
owner of considerable timber land. He then came to Algoma to build 
a mill for the Hall Brothers and after its completion he began business | 
on his own account by opening a chair factory, but later closed this, 
sacrificing his personal interests in order to enlist for service in the 
Civil War. He became a sergeant of Company K, Twenty-first Wis- 
consin Volunteer Infantry. In the battle of Perryville, Kentucky, he 
sustained a serious wound and was captured, but later was paroled. 
However, because of his injuries he was discharged in 1862. 

Returning to Algoma, William Perry again opened a chair factory 
but on account of his health sold out in 1871 and throughout his 
remaining days engaged in the drug business, his death occurring in 
1878, when he was forty-five years of age. He was active in the public 
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life of the community and served as the first president of Ahnapee 
after the name of the village was changed from Wolf River, while 
later it beeame Algoma. He was thoroughly familiar with its early 
development and wrote an article on Kewaunee County that was 
published about 1872 in the History of Wisconsin. His wife survived 
him until 1884 and was thirty-nine years of age at the time of her 
demise. They were the parents of three sons and a daughter, namely: 
Melvin W.; William H.; Minnie J., who married M. Kwapil; and 
Willard N. 

Melvin W. Perry attended the Algoma schools and, left fatherless 
at the age of fourteen, he began earning his own living the following 
year, learning the carpenter and millwright trades, which he followed 
until 1886. He then began working in the Frost veneer factory at a 
wage of twelve and a half cents per hour, and such was his efficiency 
and adaptability that after a year he was made foreman and at the end 
of his second year was advanced to the position of superintendent of 
. the factory. His progress in the business world has since been con- 
tinuous. In 1892 he organized the Algoma Plywood & Veneer Com- 
pany, of which he was secretary and general manager until 1922, 
when he became president of the company and so continued until 19389, 
when the business was sold to the United States Plywood Company of 
New York. He had entered the field of banking in 1911, when he 
organized the Citizens Bank of Algoma, of which he remained presi- 
dent for nine years. In 1914 he organized the Algoma Net Company 
for the manufacture of hammocks, baby swings and horse nets, and 
from the beginning has been president of the company, which employs 
two hundred people and sends its products into every part of this 
country and also to South America. Readily recognizing and utilizing 
the opportunities that are presented, Mr. Perry in 1922 organized the 
Algoma Foundry & Machine Company, of which he has since been the 
president and of which he is the principal owner. This company 
manufactures ensilage cutters and hammer mills for grinding feed, 
and their output is exported to South America, to south Africa and 
is sold in every state of the Union, while employment is now given to 
one hundred. Mr. Perry was likewise the organizer of the Plumbers 
Woodwork Company of Algoma, and his activities have ever been of 
a nature that has contributed to public progress and prosperity as well 
as to the advancement of his own fortunes. 

Mr. Perry has always displayed a commendable civic spirit and 
was instrumental in changing the name of the town from Ahnapee to 
Algoma. He was the mayor of the city from 1910 to 1914, his 
administration being thoroughly businesslike, and from 1910 until 
1918 he represented his district in the State Senate, in which he 
stanchly supported all measures that he believed conducive to the 
public good. He has always been active in Republican politics since 
attaining his majority and was a delegate to the state conventions of 
1898, 1902 and 1904 and the Republican national convention in 1904 
and at Chicago in 1916. Fraternally he is a Mason. He has a large 
and interesting collection of guns and canes and he enjoys working 
with tools, finding his recreation along these lines. In addition to his 
business interests already mentioned he is one of the organizers and 
principal owners of the Builders Veneer & Woodwork Company of Rio 
Creek, where they also operate a lumberyard. Other business interests 
also claim his attention and his capable management is manifest in 
his continued and gratifying success. 

On the 28th of September, 1891, Mr. Perry married Miss Mary 
J. Esser, of Sheboygan, Wisconsin, a daughter of Louis and Annette 
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(Hemick) Esser. Her mother was born near Cologne, Germany, and 
that city was the birthplace of Mr. Esser, who came to Wisconsin prior 
to the Civil War. They were married in Two Rivers, this state, but 
resided most of their lives in Sheboygan. Mr. Esser, who was a tanner 
by trade, died in 1897, while his wife survived until 1900. 

Mr. and Mrs. Perry had two sons. The elder, William E., born 
August 12, 1892, owns and operates a plantation near Orangeburg, 
South Carolina. He married Leona Fax, and they had two children— 
Mary Jean, who is the wife of Norman Sifly, of Orangeburg, South 
Carolina, and Laura Belle, the wife of William Dilley, of Union Grove, 
Wisconsin. Their mother died in 1918 and William E. has since 
married Myrtle Hyde. They have three sons: Ralph H., who is now 
serving in the army; Melvin W., a member of the Coast Guard; and 
George H., eighteen years of age, also serving in the Coast Guard. 
Ralph H. Perry died in action in France during the first World War, 
while serving as captain of Company C, One Hundred and ‘Twenty- 
eighth Infantry. He was a graduate of the Northwestern Military 
Academy and won his Bachelor of Arts degree at the University of 
Wisconsin. Mr. and Mrs. Perry reside at 519 Third Street, Algoma, 
where he erected a beautiful home in 1909. 


GEORGE HENRY WHEARY JR. is president of WHEARY, Incor- 
porated, at Ravine, Wisconsin, internationally known creators and 
makers of distinctive luggage and trunks. The company was founded 
at Racine, Wisconsin, in September, 1922, as the Wheary-bBurge 
Trunk Company. Its founders, George Henry Wheary Sr. and Harry 
L. Burge, had gained renown through their outstanding contribu- 
tions to the industry. Mr. Burge died shortly after the inception of 
the company and in 1925 the name was changed to the Wheary Trunk 
Company. 

Mr. George Henry Wheary Sr., who had attained high honors as 
an outstanding inventive and production genius, brought fame and 
recognition to the company. After having devoted over fifty years 
of his life to the industry he died in April, 1942, several years after 
his retirement from active business. George Henry Wheary Jr. suc- 
ceeded his father to the presidency of the company on September 2, 
1939. In 1942 the name of the company was changed to WHEARY, 
Incorporated. 

George Henry Wheary Jr. was born in Racine, Wisconsin, on De- 
cember 22, 1909. He acquired his acedemic education at the Uni- 
versity of Alabama, the Wharton School of Finance of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, and the University of Wisconsin. On January 
2, 1937, he was married to Jessie Mae Wilson at Kenosha, Wiscon- 
sin. They have two sons, George Henry Wheary III and James 
Thomas Wilson Wheary. | 

During his school years from the age of fourteen he spent every 
summer vacation in his father’s factory, and from this practical 
experience gained a background which enabled him to aSsume a man- 
agement position in the factory upon his graduation from the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. Motivated from early childhood by a great 
admiration for the exceptional capability of his father, young Wheary 
lost no opportunity to learn every phase of the business and his prog- 
ress was rapid. By 1935 he had become vice president in charge of 
operations and continued in this capacity until taking over the com- 
plete direction of the company’s activities in 1939. Maintaining the 
high standards of business and production which his father had estab- 
lished, and applying his own inventive ability and business acumen, 
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the company surged forward under his leadership, and at the out- 
hes of the war a world-wide demand for Wheary products had been 
attained. . 

Long before the United States became involved in the present war 
WHEARY, Incorporated, under the skillful guidance and direction 
of George H. Wheary Jr., entered zealously into the development and 
product research of various types of specialized equipment for the 
armed forces, and the firm became one of the first members of the 
industry to offer its creative ability and the complete productive fa- 
cilities of its plant to the United States Government. 

This application of the years spent by George H. Wheary Jr. in 
study and research became immediately available to the Government 
services needing specialized carrying equipment of all types. 
WHEARY, Incorporated, moved into the tempo of this new war 
production quickly and efficiently, and the equipment and products 
manufactured for our Government brought contracts from the Army 
‘Air Forces, the United States Navy, the United States Signal Corps 
and other branches of the service who urgently needed precision 
carrying equipment. All of this equipment has been thoroughly bat- 
tle-tested and its dependability proved over and over again. 

The sound administrative policies of the company under the direc- 
tion and leadership of George Henry Wheary Jr. assure him a place 
among the first ranks of industrial men. The stability and integrity 
of his company are unquestioned and the name of Wheary stands pre- 
eminent in the luggage industry. 


ARTHUR T. HARRIS, who in September, 1944, reached the sixtieth 
anniversary of his connection with newspaper publication, was one 
of the principal stockholders and an officer of the Door County Pub- 
lishing Company, which publishes The Door County Advocate, of 
which he was long sales manager and author of an interesting ‘40 
Years Ago” column. All through the years he was also an active 
factor in the civic development and progress of this section of the 
state, so that his name was inseparably interwoven with the history - 
of this area. He passed away March 11, 1945, after having been ailing 
several months. 

Born January 30, 1867, in Sturgeon Bay, Arthur T. Harris was a 
son of Joseph S. and Susan (Birmingham-Perkins) Harris, the latter 
a native of the State of New York. The father was born in London, 
England, in 1818, and came to the United States in 1850, when about 
thirty-seven years of age, while in 1855 he arrived in Door County, 
settling on the present site of Sturgeon Bay. His first home was an 
old log building known as the Haskell House. Here Mr. Harris began 
dealing in real estate and was active in that line of business for many 
years. He became one of the organizers of the town of Otumba, now 
Sturgeon Bay, and was elected the first secretary of the Door County 
board of supervisors, while in many other ways he participated in 
activities that resulted in the county’s organization and development. 
He was chosen the first county clerk and register of deeds of the 
county and subsequently for a period of eight years he occupied the 
office of county treasurer. In 1863 he was elected to the State Senate 
from a district comprising four counties, this covering two years of 
the momentous Civil War period. He was instrumental in framing 
the legislation on behalf of the Sturgeon Bay and Lake Michigan Ship 
Canal and Harbor Company, and in 1866 went to Washington, D. C., 
where he procured a grant to two hundred thousand acres of land to 
assist in the building of the canal. Untiringly he worked in behalf 
of the project for twenty-two years before his labors were crowned 
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with success. For twelve years he filled the post of private secretary 
to Senator Sawyer, who represented this district in the upper House 
of Congress, and throughout the entire period put forth every possible 
effort to further the interests of the canal, which was finally completed 
in 1881 through private enterprise, but later was purchased by the 
Government. The Sturgeon Bay and Lake Michigan ship canal cer- 
tainly owes its existence to Mr. Harris, whose indefatigable energy 
and persistency of purpose enabled him to overcome all obstacles and 
difficulties until the desired goal was reached. 

In 1862 Mr. Joseph Harris began the publication of The Advocate, 
Door County’s first newspaper, in connection with Myron H. McCord, 
and for some time was editor of the paper, which was later taken over 
by his sons, Joseph and Harry, who continued to publish it for many 
years. The father was at all times a stanch Republican and was a 
most public-spirited citizen. He was twice married, his first wife 
having been Charlotte Singleton, of London, England, and they became 
parents of two sons and three daughters, Harry, Joseph, Charlotte, 
Elizabeth and Edith, all of whom are now deceased. The two sons 
were Union soldiers in the Civil War. After the death of his first 
wife Joseph Harris was married in 1859 to Mrs. Susan (Birmingham) 
Perkins, then of Pensaukee, Wisconsin, and they also had five chil- 
dren: Grace, who became the wife of Frank Smith, of Washington, 
D. C., Arthur T. and Washington, all deceased; and Dewey and Mabel, 
who died in infancy. The father of this family was called from this 
life in January, 1889, in Chicago, at the home of a daughter, where he 
had spent his last years. 

Reared and educated in Sturgeon Bay, Arthur T. Harris took up 
newspaper work at the age of seventeen in connection with The Door 
County Advocate, then under the ownership and editorship of Frank 
Long, and served uninterruptedly for eighteen and a half years in 
various ways from printer and pressman to reporter and salesman, 
after which he devoted a few months to other business interests. At 
the end of that time, however, he returned to newspaper work and for 
many years thereafter was employed by The Door County Democrat 
as sales manager and reporter. 

On March 4, 1910, he, H. J. Sanderson and others formed the Door 
County Publishing Company, which purchased The Democrat, and in 
1917 purchased The Advocate, which was continued, while The Demo- 
erat was dropped. Mr. Harris was secretary-treasurer of the company 
and Mr. Sanderson its president. The former continued as sales man- 
ager and the latter became managing editor. 

In the middle twenties Mr. Harris was made vice president when 
his son, Sumner J., who became news editor in 1924, was elected sec- 
retary-treasurer. The latter was made vice president and treasurer 
after his father’s death, and his sister’s husband, W. A. Witte, was 
elected to the board of directors. The two children early in 1944 had 
purchased all their father’s interest in the business except a nominal 
amount. To fill the other vacancy left by Mr. Harris’ death, H. K. 
Glaeser, plant superintendent, was elected secretary. 

The publishing company wisely and successfully continued the 
publication of The Advocate, and on September 8, 1939, also purchased 
The Door County News, so that The Advocate remained the only news- 
paper published in Door County. It has a modern plant, supplied with 
the latest equipment and facilities not only for newspaper publication 
but for high grade job printing as well. Today the paper has a circu- 
lation of 5200 and gives employment to fourteen persons. Theirs was 
the third paper in Wisconsin to establish a Model 14 linotype machine, 
and at all times they have been in the vanguard in securing improved 
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machinery for their plant. Mr. Harris always followed in the foot- 
steps of his father in supporting, both personally and through the col- 
umns of The Advocate, all plans and projects for the public good and 
never feared to venture where favoring opportunity pointed the way. 

In 1894 Mr. Harris married Harriet Higgins, and they became 
parents of a daughter and son: Dorothy, who was born August 14, 
1899, and is now the wife of W. A. Witte, of Appleton, where he is vice 
principal of the senior high school; and Sumner J., who was born Oc- 
tober 3, 1900. The latter married Grace Sutton and has one son, 
Chandler. Mrs. Harriet Harris died in 1931 and Mr. Harris was mar- 
ried a second time, on October 7, 1933, when Ethel Kalmbach became 
his wife. She is a member of the Woman’s Club and both Mr. and Mrs. 
Harris belonged to the Eastern Star, he having been a loyal member 
ot the Masonic order. He also belonged to the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows. One of his outstanding characteristics was his activity 
in the Congregational church, in which he served as trustee, deacon, 
secretary of the Sunday school and head usher over a period of forty- 
seven years. From the time of attaining his majority he voted the 
Republican ticket and regarded the exercise of the right of franchise 
to be one of the duties which no individual should neglect. For years 
his hobby was boating and from this he derived great pleasure. The 
doors of the family home at 327 St. John Street in Sturgeon Bay were 
ever open in genuine hospitality to their friends. 


HOLY CROSS CHURCH of Milwaukee was the first church estab- 
lished on the west side of the city. The parish was founded in 1879, 
at which time this section was largely acreage property, no sidewalks 
having been laid or modern improvements made, but it has been a 
fast growing district, adjoining Wauwatosa and West Allis. The 
Capuchin Fathers, who had come from Germany, were the moving 
factors in this development. At the earnest request of Archbishop 
Henni the Very Rev. Anthony Rottensteiner founded the Holy Cross 
congregation and on October 26, 1879, the cornerstone of the church 
was laid by Monsignor D. Leonard Batz, then vicar-general. The 
church was dedicated February 20, 1880, and Father Kilian Haas, 
the first pastor, served the parish from February 23 to October 1, 
1880. The work was well started in those early days and the church 
grew and developed rapidly. In 1895 six hundred and twenty-five 
dollars was expended on decorating and otherwise improving the 
church property and the following year saw the organization of the 
Married Ladies Sodality. In 1900 a Young Men’s Society was formed 
and at that time the parish numbered 110 families with 110 children 
in the parish school. 

In 1902 the provincial superiors planned to enlarge Holy Cross 
Monastery and to transfer thereto a part of the seminary course 
from St. Francis Monastery in Milwaukee, and it was decided to 
enlarge the church at the same time, which plans were carried out 
at a cost of about thirty thousand dollars. Work and worry at times 
beset the parish but, nevertheless, the work was carried forward 
along its various lines and the church gradually grew in membership 
and in spiritual strength. 

In 1920 the Capuchin Fathers, who up to this time had been in 
charge, entered into negotiations with the Pallottine Fathers for the 
purpose of transferring the Holy Cross monastery and church to the 
latter society, and in time the necessary steps were taken and the 
transfer made. On the 25th of March, 1921, the first Pallottine 
Father, the Rev. Peter Schroeder, P.S.M., arrived at Holy Cross as 
its pastor, and a farewell party, interesting and inspiring, was given 
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to the Capuchin Fathers by the parish at their departure. Father 
Schroeder at once began making plans for building a new school, 
for the old one was too small to accommodate the increasing number 
of pupils. Already the Capuchins had previously raised nineteen 
thousand dollars for that purpose and the continuation of the work 
led to the laying of the cornerstone of the new Holy Cross school in 
1922. Today the church property comprises a most sightly set of 
buildings, including the Sisters Home, the Holy Cross Monastery, 
the schools, the rectory and the church—a collection of substantial 
buildings that adorn the section of the city in which they are located. 
Holy Cross school is conducted by the Sisters of Notre Dame and on 
September 6, 1929, there were in the eight grades and kindergarten 
three hundred and eighty-five children. Every modern educational 
advantage is here offered, secular as well as religious. In 1929 the 
church celebrated its Golden Jubilee, which was a memorable occasion 
to all who participated therein. 

-In June, 1948, the Rev. Joseph H. Dennert, P.S.M., the present 
pastor, succeeded the Rev. James Maurer, P.S.M., who died May 27, 
1943. Father Dennert had been assistant pastor since 1938, so that 
he was well acquainted with the work and at once took over the duties 
of his new assignment. His assistant in the parish is Father 
John Haas. 


HERBERT J. SANDERSON is the president of the Door County Pub- 
lishing Company, incorporated in 1910 and which issues the Door 
County Advocate, the only newspaper published in the county. The 
present personnel of the Company includes H. J. Sanderson, president 
and managing editor; S. J. Harris, vice president and treasurer and 
news editor; H. K. Glaeser, secretary and plant superintendent; W. A. 
Witte, director. The plant is located in Sturgeon Bay, of which city 
Mr. Sanderson is a native son. 

He was born October 2, 1873, his parents being William A. and 
Sarah (Rice) Sanderson. His grandfather, the Rev. William Sander- 
son, was born in Scotland and became an Episcopal minister. Coming 
to the United States, he spent the greater part of his life in the State 
of New York, where his son William A. was born and reared and 
where he continued to make his home until 1866, when he sought the 
opportunities of the growing West by becoming a resident of Sturgeon 
Bay. Here he engaged in teaching school for a time and subsequently 
became a lighthouse keeper on Cana Island. He had filled that position 
for twenty-five years when he retired, thereafter making his home in 
Sturgeon Bay until called to his final rest. It was after he came to 
Wisconsin that he married Sarah Rice, whose father, Daniel Rice, was 
one of the earliest settlers of Door County. The death of William A. 
Sanderson occurred June 14, 1922, and his wife died September 21, 
1982. 

Herbert J. Sanderson was educated in the public schools and after 
putting aside his textbooks began learning the printer’s trade, which 
he followed in Green Bay and other cities, thus gaining an intimate 
and thorough knowledge of the business in principle and detail. For 
two years he was editor of the Algoma Record and subsequently he 
went to the Southwest, spending a year in Arizona and Colorado. Fol- 
lowing his return to Sturgeon Bay he spent two years in the employ 
of the state department as game warden, after which he resumed 
connection with the printing business by becoming an employe on the 
Door County Democrat. Later he became part owner of that paper, 
which had been established by the firm of Pinney & Shepard on Jan- 
uary 28, 1893. The junior partner retired in 1894, after which Mr. 
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Pinney continued the publication of the paper until his death on the 
30th of July, 1909. Mr. Sanderson then assumed the management 
and conduct of the Democrat, remaining in charge until March 4, 
1910, when the paper was purchased by the Door County Publishing 
Company, of which Mr. Sanderson became the president, with Arthur 
T. Harris, now deceased, as vice president and as co-owner and co- 
editor, his son, S. J., having taken his father’s place as vice president 
and treasurer. On the 1st of March, 1910, they purchased the Door 
County Advocate, which they merged with the Democrat, retaining 
the name of Advocate, the paper being issued by the Door County 
Publishing Company, which on the 8th of September, 1939, also pur- 
chased the Door County News and merged it with the Advocate, which 
“ thus remains the only paper published in Door County. The plant is 
one of the most modern owned by any weekly newspaper published 
in Wisconsin. The paper contains from ten to twelve pages, all home 
print, employs fourteen people and has a circulation of fifty-two 
hundred. The machinery and facilities of the office are the latest that 
modern invention has brought forth for newspaper publication and 
job printing and the Advocate was the third paper in Wisconsin to 
install a model 14 linotype machine. The paper is an attractive, read- 
able journal and the company also maintains a large job printing 
department, which is liberally patronized, so that the business in both 
branches has long since reached profitable and gratifying proportions. 

On the Ist of August, 1901, Mr. Sanderson was united in marriage 
to Miss Mary Pavlicek, of Algoma, and they have one daughter, 
Beatrice, who was born September 14, 1917. Mr. Sanderson now 
maintains an independent course in politics, but formerly was a mem- 
ber of the Republican State Central Committee for one term and for 
three years he was deputy collector of customs at Sturgeon Bay, but 
his ambition has not been in the way of office holding. The publication 
of the Advocate makes heavy demands on his time and attention and 
recently he has also written and published a pictorial marine history 
of seventy-five pages, covering the story of the Great Lakes. This is 
an interesting volume. In his fraternal relations Mr. Sanderson is an 
Odd Fellow and he also belongs to the Door County Historical Society. 
He formerly served as president of the Door County Chamber of 
Commerce and resigned from the chairmanship of the press for the 
war savings staff in Door County and as a member of the tire panel 
of the war price and rationing board. He and his family reside at 
212 Garland Street in Sturgeon Bay. 


Harry W. RAWSON, the president of the Farmers State Bank, has 
been identified with the financial affairs of Waupaca since 1919, and 
the success of the bank of which he is now the head is largely attrib- 
utable to his efforts and to the definite policy which he has followed. 
Born at Plainfield, Wisconsin, September 25, 1893, he is a son of Fred 
B. and Lucy A. Rawson. After his graduation from the Plainfield 
high school Harry W. Rawson pursued a course in letters and science 
in the University of Wisconsin, graduating as a member of the class 
of 1916. He enlisted for service in the first World War and toward 
the close of the conflict he was in the Field Artillery Officers School 
at Camp Taylor, Louisville, Kentucky. 

Throughout practically his entire business life Mr. Rawson has 
been identified with banking interests, having come to Waupaca in 
August, 1919, to accept the cashiership of the Farmers State Bank, 
in which he has since been an official. In the same year of his removal 
here he married Miss Evelyn Argo, of Oak Park, Illinois, and they 
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have become parents of a daughter and a son: Ramona, born July 11, 
1920, and'Fred, born May 19, 1981. 

During his college days Mr. Rawson became a member of Alpha 

Tau Omega and of Phi Delta Phi. He is a loyal follower of the teach- 
ings and purposes of Masonry and he also belongs to the American 
Legion. His interest in community welfare is manifest in many tangi- 
ble ways and he is now serving as president of the Waupaca board of 
education. He has written various articles for banking publications 
and is a recognized authority on many matters relative to financial 
interests. The Farmers State Bank is a member of the Wisconsin 
Bankers Association and Mr. Rawson has been a member of many of 
its committees. 
‘ The Farmers State Bank was organized and chartered in 1911 
under the Wisconsin statutes and from the beginning has carried on 
business at the corner of South Main and West Fulton streets. None 
of the original incorporators remain as stockholders or directors but 
the official personnel has always been a strong one, wisely guiding 
the destinies of the institution, which has experienced a steady devel- 
opment. The Bank became a member of the Federal Deposit Insur- 
ance Corporation when the latter was established and is also a mem- 
ber of the Federal Reserve System, having become associated there- 
with in 1985. When Mr. Rawson became connected with the bank in 
1919 its total deposits amounted to about four hundred fifty thousand 
dollars while its resources totaled about a half million dollars. Some- 
thing of the growth and development of the business is indicated in 
the fact that the total resources in 1945 had reached three million 
dollars. The officials have always recognized the fact that the 
bank is most worthy of patronage that most carefully safe- 
guards. the interests of its depositors, and they have followed a 
policy that means security for its patrons, tempering progressiveness 
with a safe conservatism. The present officials of the bank in addition 
to Mr. Rawson are Sam P. Godfrey, one of the vice presidents; George 
B. Peterson, vice president and cashier; Reuben M. Danielson, assist- 
ant cashier; and Lela Penney, assistant cashier. The board of direc- 
tors includes Ira C. Christoph, Henry C. Frihart, Sam P. Godfrey, 
Edward J. Hart, Hugh C. Johnson, Harry W. Rawson and George 
Peterson. 


CHARLES A. RAASCH is numbered among the most enterprising 
merchants of the Green Bay section of the state and is now vice presi- 
dent and general manager of the H. C. Prange Company, which owns 
and operates three department stores in Wisconsin. Mr. Raasch was 
born in Jackson, Minnesota, October 8, 1890, and is a son of Carl and 
Albertina (Wilke) Raasch, both of whom were born in Germany. 
The father was seven years of age when in 1864 he was brought by his 
parents to the United States, the family first settling in Chicago. The 
grandfather was in the employ of a railroad company for many years 
and died in Chicago at the advanced age of eighty-nine years, while his 
wife passed away at the age of eighty-six. 

Carl Raasch was educated in the Chicago public schools and re- 
mained in that city till he reached young manhood, when he removed 
to Minnesota. He purchased land near Jackson and continued the 
cultivation of his fields throughout his remaining days, but died when 
a comparatively young man in March, 1908, having then passed the 
forty-sixth milestone on life’s journey. His wife, who was only four 
years of age when brought by her parents to the new world, survived 
her husband for more than three decades, her death occurring in July, 
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1934. They were the parents of nine children, of whom seven are yet 
living, the family record being as follows: Amanda, deceased; Lydia 
and Alice, who reside in Minneapolis; John and Louis, who are resi- 
dents of Jackson, Minnesota; Charles A. of this review; one who 
died in infancy ; Emma, who is living in Fairmont, Minnesota; Hulda, 
who also makes her home in Fairmont; and Alma, who died at the 
age of nineteen years. 

Charles A. Raasch spent his youthful days on the home farm and 
attended the public schools of Jackson County, Minnesota, until he 
had completed the work of the eighth grade. When seventeen years 
of age he started out in the mercantile business by becoming a clerk 
- ina store of Jackson, where he was employed for a year and a half. 
He next went to Oldham, South Dakota, where he clerked in a store 
for three years, after which he and his father-in-law purchased the 
business, which they then conducted until it was destroyed by fire in 
1916. In that year Mr. Raasch went to Madison, South Dakota, 
where he and his father-in-law and a third partner purchased a store, 
of which Mr. Raasch became general manager, carrying on the busi- 
ness until 1918, when he closed out the store and joined the United 
States Army. He served overseas for eight months, and after being 
with the army for a year received his discharge in May, 1919. 

Returning to civilian life, Mr. Raasch went to Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, where he was with the Freeze-Rhode Company, owners of a 
department store, as buyer and manager for three years. In May, 
1922, he removed to Fort Dodge, Iowa, to become buyer and depart- 
ment manager of the Boston Store, there remaining until January, 
1930, when he came to Green Bay, having been appointed general 
manager here of the store of H. C. Prange Company, with which he 
has since continued, covering a period of more than thirteen years. 
In March, 1932, the company purchased the Jorgensen-Blesh depart- 
ment store and merged it with the other business which they already 
owned here, and today the Green Bay establishment is a large and well 
appointed department store in which a fine line of goods is carried. 
In 1936 Mr. Raasch was appointed to the board of directors of the 
H. C. Prange Company and in 1937 he was elected to the vice presi- 
dency, which executive position he is now filling and at the same time 
serves as general manager in Green Bay. 

The H. C. Prange Company has its main store in Sheboygan, Wis- 
consin, where about three hundred and seventy-five people are em- 
ployed, while in the Green Bay store there are one hundred and ninety- 
five employes, and in the Sturgeon Bay store there are fifty employes. 
The H. C. Prange Company has recently purchased a site at Appleton, 
Wisconsin, where they will build another store as soon as possible 
after the war. This will be the fourth store in this group. The home 
store at Sheboygan was established by H. C. Prange in 1887. Thus 
step by step Mr. Raasch has advanced in the field of merchandising 
and today occupies a creditable and enviable position in commercial 
circles in the state, managing at Green Bay a store that would be a 
credit to a city of much greater size. Its large and carefully selected 
line of goods and the tasteful arrangement of the store, combined with 
reasonable prices and honorable methods, have built up a trade which 
is most gratifying to the company. Since Mr. Raasch assumed the 
management here the business has largely increased and several addi- 
tions have had to be made to the store to meet the growing demands of 
the public. Mr. Raasch is also a director of the Kellogg-Citizens Na- 
tional Bank of Green Bay and the owner of one hundred and sixty 
acres of land in North Dakota, 
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In June, 1920, he married Florence Griffen, a daughter of Elmer 
EK. and Ella (Slater) Griffen, who were natives of Denisou, Iowa. The 
mother is now making her home with Mr. and Mrs. Raasch and also 
maintains a home in Madison, South Dakota. Mr. Griffen was a retail 
shoe merchant at Madison, South Dakota, for many years and also 
owned a department store in partnership with Mr. Raasch, as men- 
tioned above. He died in 1936. His daughter, Mrs. Raasch, is a 
member of the Green Bay Woman’s Club and of the Order of the 
Kastern Star. Mr. Raasch belongs to the Masonic fraternity, thirty- 
second degree, and has taken both the York and Scottish rites. He is 
also a member of the Elks lodge, the American Legion Post, the Lions 
Club and the Oneida Golf and Riding Club. He has membership in 
the Lutheran church and his political opinions coincide with the plat- 
form of the Republican party. He and his wife own and occupy a fine 
residence at 1036 South Webster Street and there extend most gracious 
hospitality to their many friends. 


Rt. REV. MONSIGNOR GEORGE A. MEYER, who is pastor of St. Leo’s 
Catholic Church of Milwaukee, was born at Port Washington, Wis- 
consin, November 29, 1875, a son of August and Louise (Ackerman) 
Meyer, both of whom have now passed from this life. The father 
came with his parents to Wisconsin in the year 1842 and settled in 
Port Washington and in 1862 opened a hardware store. In 1880 he 
moved to Milwaukee, where he became one of the proprietors of the 
hardware stores conducted under the name of Meyer & Ackerman. 
This was one of the well known merchantile establishments on the 
south side of the city. 

Monsignor Meyer obtained his early education in St. Anthony’s 
parochial school in Milwaukee and afterward attended St. Francis 
Seminary in preparation for holy orders. He was ordained to the 
priesthood on December 4, 1898, and was first appointed chaplain 
of St. Coletta’s school at Jefferson, Wisconsin, where he remained 
from 1898 to 1906. This school, established for mentally retarded 
children, has done an outstanding work and was the first Catholic 
school of the kind established in the country. During this same period 
he was active in the organization of St. Mary’s Academy, becoming 
one of its first teachers and its chaplain in addition to his work at 
St. Coletta’s. His second appointment took him to St. Francis 
convent, where he continued his labors from 1906 to 1918, when he 
was assigned to the pastorate of St. Louis Church in Caledonia, 
remaining there about a year, 

In 1914 Monsignor Meyer was appointed by Archbishop Messmer 
to organize Holy Angels congregation at North Eleventh and Atkin- 
son streets in Milwaukee, which work he effectively accomplished 
and then served as pastor for twenty-three years, from 1914 to 19387. 
After organizing the congregation he supervised the erection of all 
the buildings of that parish, which steadily developed under his 
direction. When he left there it was to take over the pastorate of St. 
Leo’s Church at Twenty-fifth and West Locust streets, where he has 
since remained, and during his connection here he has been instru- 
mental in erecting a lovely new Sisters’ convent. He was made 
diocesan consultor in 1939 and continues in that office. 

Monsignor Meyer is likewise the vice president of the Sick and 
Aged Priest Fund, in which connection he visits the elderly and the 
ill. He is likewise secretary of the archdiocesan school board and 
he worked earnestly in establishing the Messmer high school while 
he was connected with Holy Angels parish, where the school was 
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first conducted. He became the first superintendent of that school 
and also acted on the teaching staff, and he has ever maintained a 
most active and helpful interest in Catholic education since his 
ordination to the priesthood. In 1939 he was made _ pro-synodal 
examiner in curia and member of the Committee of Vigilance. Recom- 
mended by Archbishop Kiley in 1944, Pope Pius XII made him a 
domestic prelate with the title of Right Reverend Monsignor—a 
worthy recognition of the service he had rendered to the church 
and school. 


JOHN P. MCGALLOWAY was born December 17, 1888, at Dotyville, 
in the town of Forest, Fond du Lac County, Wisconsin. He is a son 
of Peter and Mary E. (Tuite) McGalloway. The father was born 
June 14, 1852, his parents being Michael and Lucretia (O’Hara) Mc- 
Galloway. The grandfather was a native of Ireland and came to 
America in the 1840s, first settling at Pittsfield, Massachusetts, where 
‘the worked for a period as a bookkeeper and later he moved to the 
town of Forest, secured a location there and then returned to New 
York State, where he was married to Lucretia O’Hara, then a school- 
teacher, who accompanied him back to what was then the wilds of 
Wisconsin. The descendants of these pioneers still occupy the lands 
upon which they settled. They took a very active part in the develop- 
ment of the section of this state of which they were pioneers. 

Peter McGalloway was not only a prominent farmer but was also 
very active in the community. For many years he was chairman of 
his township and served by virtue of that office on the Fond du Lac 
county board. He was town clerk of his township from 1881 to 
1887 and in the year 1895 he represented the Thirteenth assembly 
district in the State Legislature at Madison, Wisconsin. 

In 1917 Peter McGalloway and Mary McGalloway, his wife, re- 
moved from the farm to the city of Fond du Lac, where they lived 
for the remainder of their lives. Peter McGalloway died on the 25th 
of January, 1938, at the age of seventy-nine years. His widow sur- 
vived him until August, 1941, when she passed away at the age of 
eighty-three years. 

Mrs. Galloway was the daughter of Nicholas and Jane Tuite, farm- 
ers residing in the town of Empire, Fond du Lac County, Wisconsin. 
Seven children were born to Peter and Mary McGalloway, namely: 
William, a farmer living in the township of Fond du Lac; Lucretia 
McGalloway, of the city of Fond du Lac; John P. McGalloway, of Fond 
du Lac; Reverend George E. McGalloway, S.J., an assistant pastor of 
the Jesuit Catholic Congregation in the city of Milwaukee, Wiscon- 
sin; Mrs. Ruth Costello, the wife of Addis E. Costello, of the town 
of Fond du Lac; Clement McGalloway, who resides on the old home- 
stead in the town of Forest; and Cecelia McGalloway, known in her 
religious life as Sister M. Felicia, of the St. Mary’s of the Angels 
Hospital of St. Louis, Missouri. ; 

John P. McGalloway was raised on the farm of his parents in the 
town of Forest and attended the public and parochial schools, the 
latter being attached to St. Michael’s Catholic congregation in Forest 
township. After finishing country school he entered Fond du Lac high 
school in the fall of 1904 and graduated therefrom with the class of 
1908. In the fall of 1908 he entered the art and science department 
of Marquette University in Milwaukee and received the degree: of 
Bachelor of Arts in 1912. He entered the law school at Marquette 
University in the fall of 1912 and took one year of his law course in 
that institution. The remaining two years of his law course he took 
at the law school in the University of Chicago and graduated from 
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that institution in 1915. During the vacation periods throughout 
his college and university life he worked to procure the necessary 
funds to carry on to completion his educational career. 

Mr. McGalloway began the practice of law in the city of Fond du 
Lac in September, 1915. A couple of months later he joined with 
F. F. Duffy and F. Ryan Duffy and became a member of the law firm 
known then as Duffy, Duffy & McGalloway. ‘This firm later became 


- the firm of Duffy & McGalloway. Mr. McGalloway withdrew from 


this association in 1925 and became general counsel for Mrs. Henry 
Boyle’s interests in Fond du Lac, in which position he continued until 
the death of Mrs. Boyle in 1985. Mr. McGalloway is engaged in the 
general practice of law in Fond du Lac. He belongs to the Fond du 
Lace County, the Wisconsin and the American Bar associations. 

On April 26, 1922, John P. McGalloway was married to Miss Mary 
Donovan, daughter of William Donovan, of Aberdeen, Washington. 
The three children of Mr. and Mrs. John P. McGalloway are: John 
Peter McGalloway, now in the armed forces overseas; William Dono- 
van Galloway, now in the United States Navy; and Mary Donovan 
McGalloway, who is attending the grade schools in the city of Fond 
du Lac. 


LEE W. METZNER, of Casco, took over the duties of president of the 
Bank of Casco in 1937 and has since given his attention to the 
executive control of this growing institution. Born in Kewaunee, 
Wisconsin, December 8, 1885, he is a son of Charles and Harriett 
(Weilep) Metzner, the mother a native of Two Rivers, Wisconsin, 
while the father was born in Menasha. He became a manufacturer 
and owned a half interest in the Leyse Aluminum Company of 
Kewaunee, continuing his active connection with the business for a 
number of years, and he also engaged in merchandising in Kewaunee. 
He served for an extended period as mayor of the city and at one time 
was a candidate tor the office of state senator on the Democratic ticket. 
He died February 11, 1925, at the age of sixty-nine years, having long 
survived his wife, whose death occurred in June, 1889. | 

Lee W. Metzner pursued his education in the Kewaunee schools 
until graduated from the high school on June 28, 1908, after which 
he spent two years in the University of Wisconsin, majoring in finance 
and banking. He then became assistant secretary of the United 
American Fire Insurance Company, a Milwaukee corporation, with 
which he remained for thirteen years. In 1919 he came to Casco as 
cashier of the Bank of Casco and served in that connection until 1937, 
when he was elected to the presidency and still remains at the head 
of this institution, which was founded August 28, 1908. Some of 
the rapid growth and development of the bank is shown in the fact 
that in 1919 its deposits amounted to $258,000, while in 1944 they 
have reached $1,800,000, which is rather remarkable when one rec- 
ognizes the fact that Casco has a population of only three hundred 
people. Mr. Metzner deserves some credit for the bank’s growth, 
for he has carefully watched over the business and has steadfastly 
guarded the interests of depositors and stockholders alike. He also 
helped steer the bank through several depressions and through the 
bank holiday crisis of some years ago. 

In September, 1937, Mr. Metzner married Esther Hoppe, a daugh- 
ter of A. M. and Albertina (Lohrey) Hoppe, both of whom were born 
in Ahnapee, Kewaunee County. The father was a merchant of 
Luxembourg, Wisconsin, for many years and was also president of 
the Luxembourg Manufacturing Company.’ Both he and his wife 
have now passed away. Mrs. Metzner had two children by a former 
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marriage: Iris, who is the wife of Daniel P. Knowlton, now an ensign 
in the navy, their home being in Milwaukee; and La Verne, the wife 
of H. D. White, of Eau Claire, Wisconsin, who is a chemical engineer 
with the Hercules Powder Company, a DuPont subsidiary at Radford, 
Virginia. Mr. Metzner also has a son by a previous marriage, Charles, 
who was born November 17, 19138. He was graduated from the 
University of Wisconsin with the Ph.D. degree as a member of the 
class of 1940 and is now with the census department, doing research 
work in Washington, D. C. He married Norma Rich, and they have 
one son, Erich, born August 17, 1989. 

Mr. Metzner is a life member of the Wisconsin State Historical 
Society and has contributed to the Historical Society magazine on the 
history of the Belgian and Polish people of Kewaunee County. The 
cause of education has ever found in him a stalwart champion and for 
nine years he served as president of the Casco school board, and under 
his administration the new high school was built. He has been treas- 
urer of the Wisconsin Bankers Association, which indicates his high 
standing in financial circles of the state. He has membership in the 
Congregational church and he has always given his political support to 
the Republican party. There is something in his nature that responds 
readily to the call of the woods and he is never happier than when 
wandering through the forests. He also enjoys fishing, and writing 
has been his indoor diversion. His outstanding qualities of manhood 
and citizenship have been widely recognized and have gained him 
many friends in this section of the state, in which much of his life 
has been passed. 


REV. PHILIP J. KLEIN, pastor of Sacred Heart Catholic Church of 
Milwaukee for more than forty years, was born in Burlington, Racine 
County, Wisconsin, August 23, 1869, a son of Frank G. and Mary 
Anna (Prasch) Klein. The father was born in St. Johann, France, 
February 5, 1833, and reached the venerable age of ninety-one years 
when he died April 1, 1924. His great-great-grandfather was with 
the French army at the Battle of Waterloo. Francis Klein, the grand- 
father of Father Klein, also became a soldier and for seven years 
was with Napoleon’s army. In 1840 he decided to leave the old world 
and with his wife, three sons and two daughters, he started for the 
United States, embarking on a sailing vessel which made the voyage 
in thirty-one days—an enviable record for those days. The family 
located in Pottsville, Pennsylvania, where they remained until 1855 
and then came to Wisconsin, settling in Racine, Wisconsin. 

Frank George Klein, father of Father Klein of this review, was 
the eldest child in his father’s family. He pursued his education in 
the Pottsville, Pennsylvania, school and then served an apprentice- 
ship in the foundry of John Potts Orchard. Later he was employed 
in the shops of the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad Company. There 
he invented the first cow catcher that was ever used on a railway 
engine. In 1856 he arrived in Racine, Wisconsin, where he secured 
a position with the Racine & Mississippi Railroad and later was 
foreman for the J. I. Case Company. Five years later he moved to 
Burlington and formed a partnership for the manufacture of plows 
and cultivators under the name of McComber & Klein. His inventive 
genius was again manifested in the production of a cultivator which 
was patented by the firm. In 1885 he became associated with the 
Bowers Bottling Works. In 1887 he became the sole owner and the 
firm was known as the F. G. Klein Company. This soda water busi- 
ness continued for many years, the father remaining active in the 
business until a few years prior to his death, April 1, 1924. Mr. Klein 
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married Mary Anna Prasch, of Allentown, Pennsylvania, on February 
4, 1862, at Burlington, Wisconsin, and to them were born ten children. 

Father Philip J. Klein was the sixth in order of birth. After 
pursuing his early education in St. Mary’s school in Burlington he 
began his studies for the priesthood in St. Francis Seminary. He 
was ordained in 1892 by Archbishop Katzer. Sent to St. George’s 
Church in Kenosha on his first assignment, he remained for a year 
and then served as assistant pastor of St. Patrick’s Church in White- 
water for about fourteen months. In 1894 he was made pastor of 
St. Stephen’s Church at New Coeln, Wisconsin, where he continued 
his labors for a decade. Since 1904 he has been pastor of Sacred 
Heart Church in St. Francis in Milwaukee. 

Originally this territory was called Nojoshing, an Indian name 
signifying a narrow tract of land extending into the water. About 
1854 the name was changed to St. Francis to commemorate the 
erection of the seminary by that name, but later part of this land 
was incorporated into the city of Milwaukee. The first Catholic 
families had arrived in the vicinity about 1844 and like most pioneers 
their first thought after completing their homes was for a church 
and school. For a time they sent their children to St. Amelia’s 
Orphanage for their education but by 1866 they had erected a small 
frame school on the grounds of what is now Pio Nono College. Six 
years later, in 1872, a small frame church was built on the site of the 
present church and the newly organized congregation was served 
by Father Aloysius Zitterl. In 1886 the frame church was replaced 
by the present solid brick structure of Gothic architecture and in 
1888 a new school was built. During the pastorate of Father H. T. 
Stemper, 1891-1904, a new rectory was built and an organ installed 
in the church. Lay teachers were employed until 1869, when the 
Sisters of St. Agnes took charge until 1874. From then until 1886 
a lay instructor from Pio Nono College was the teacher. The Sisters 
of St. Francis of Assissi took over the school and have conducted it 
since. Father Klein enlarged the school in 1941 and a convent was 
built in 1921 and the parish hall was erected in 1926. The different 
societies are well organized and the parish history is one of con- 
tinuous development and desired accomplishment under the super- 
vision of their beloved pastor, who has been with them for over 
forty years. 


Dr. DAvip RoBERTS. High on the list of those native born Wis- 
consin men who have achieved national recognition is the name of 
Dr. David Roberts of Waukesha. Agriculturists, dairy men, veterin- 
arians and educators have acclaimed him. Yet he is probably loved 
by more “common folk” than any other man living today, for he has 
made his knowledge and skill available to them all. Service to others 
has always remained his outstanding characteristic. In order to give 
the full measure of such service he has developed the Dr. David 
Roberts Veterinary Company and, more recently, established the 
Dr. David Roberts Practical Home Veterinary Course by corre- 
spondence. 

Dr. David Roberts was born in a log house in Racine County, 
Wisconsin, November 10, 1865, a son of John M. and Mary (Davies) 
Roberts. The father was a well known stock raiser and farrier and 
his services were often in demand in caring for the stock of his 
neighbors. He was a son of John P. Roberts, who came to the United 
States from Wales with his family and settled in Racine County, 
near Caledonia. Here he operated his own farm and was often called 
upon for assistance in treating the cattle on the surrounding farms. 
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On the maternal side Dr. David Roberts’ mother was the only one 
of her family to come to America from Wales. John M. and Mary 
(Davies) Roberts had a family of seven children: Margaret, who 
died at the age of seventy-four; Louis, who died in 1939 at the age 
of eighty; Mary Ann, now living at the age of eighty-six; John, who 
died when nine years old; Evan D., who was state veterinarian at 
the time of his death in 1906 at the age of forty-two; Ellis, who passed 
away at the age of thirteen; and David. 

From his father’s farm near Caledonia young David Roberts rode 
two miles to attend the district school. Before and after school hours 
he was expected to do his farm chores, which included the milking 
of eight cows. As he passed the railroad station on his way to school 
he had the task of taking the milk to the train which would haul it 
to Milwaukee, over sixty years ago. There other members of the 
Roberts family would deliver it to their customers. At the age of 
eighteen young David Roberts left the farm to attend Beloit College, 
working to pay his own expenses by odd jobs before and after school 
and during summer vacations. 

Returning from Beloit, Doctor Roberts began to manage his 
father’s farm and soon extended the milk business. He early dis- 
covered he had a real knack for diagnosing the ills of cattle and 
treating them. This led to his decision to enroll in the Chicago 
Veterinary College, which granted him the degree D.V.S. in 1889. 
It is interesting to note that Dr. David Roberts became an assistant 
to one of the professors at the Veterinary College while still a student 
there and worked with him in the Chicago Stock Yards, thereby 
gaining a wealth of practical knowledge and adding to his resources. 
Following his graduation he returned to Waukesha and opened an 
office on Main Street, but in the following year purchased a house 
for his office and residence at 728 Grand Avenue. Thirty years later 
on this same location was to rise the splendid three-story building 
which today serves as his office and laboratory. 

As his veterinary practice grew Dr. David Roberts was called to 
treat animals on the farms. Often while he was gone other farmers 
would call at his office seeking his advice. Not finding him in they 
would lose valuable time in caring for their sick cattle or in obtaining 
the proper remedies. The idea came to Doctor Roberts that it would 
be wise to carry in stock some prescriptions prepared ahead of time. 
In this way they would always be ready and an office boy could sell 
them. To make it easier he printed the directions for administering 
the medicines on the outside of the box and called them by a descrip- 
tive name familiar to all farmers, such as Healing Oil, Germ Killer, 
Laxatonic, etc. His clients liked the idea and not only called on him 
when their cattle were sick, but kept a supply of his prepared remedies 
on hand for emergencies. This, then, was the beginning of the Dr. 
David Roberts Veterinary Company. As new prescriptions were de- 
veloped Dr. David Roberts tested them on his own cattle and then 
gave them to his friends to try on their herds. Only after they were 
proven did he add them to the list of his advertised products. All his 
medicines are put up in air-tight containers to insure their freshness 
and preserve their strength. 

From the time of his graduation to the present Dr. David Roberts 
has been a most important factor in the development and growth 
of livestock interests in Wisconsin and his influence has radiated to 
all parts of the country. He organized the Waukesha County Guernsey 
Breeders Association and has been actively associated for more than 
thirty-five years with the Waukesha County Holstein-Friesian As- 
sociation, which he helped to organize. In 1906 he was appointed by 


: istiol. sesh 


sail ‘poetical 


we 
% 


to Sua ai! 2A 
weosO Siok hrielin o9 frei odd Del afracioN bived yarn, 
loodse tafte bre ciated addt bho vd 2adeoqxo sro 4ii vag OF gah 
Mivitkhos’ samGus suis bag 
sid agenam of seted abmdod, miso. fiois aot vite tiated 
2h vives oH aesoivad Aline fi Golneging uone ban urset aedind 
bisa sitiso to. el oft unieoryath: ini Asganl [uot 2 bad of berayio 
susouf) off mi forte ob. moitinsh git of hel cid’? odd urtiivond 
Bet «i 3-9-0 setweb of) mid beinmay govlw ~yoilo vinndetiey 
jdeieiaan my arcenad abraded bivel? 4 dadit ote of ee deveint a 
tnsbure s (its oidw sgolloD yanntisisV ant Ye eiwarstos of) lu sae 
yiddevedt bua’ Asal o_aaido sdt om avd. diiw bodoen hae sso 
ersuoret cal of onthe bia subalwordl fextivinay to dilkow 2 unin 
wh lowege bin ateaiasW of beralet of wotharbary 4il suiwoliot 
expert 5 bowuilania isoy moiwolld? ot ai jad awe ciah 4 onthe 
44tal 2insy grist sunwrk bani) @S7 lu oortebiest bas soffte wid TH 
auiblind yiote-oxdd bibagiqn ons seit of caw noltghol ome atime 
joosamednl “bern. sotly eal es asyvsee ysbod aati 
6) belle: ew etrodot bivedl 10 wea solve qisiitete 7 vid BB 
aiemrsd taio sooy «aw en oli golr) ana) oft oo alae daged 
you) wi iid pothak 2A polzha cil gabiony avin eid tm ies Ww 
waninhto mi to slits tote ried vol yates ai cons sfdeclny saat bl 
Ginow ti jadt cidade 10i500 of omisy gobi.odT ssilweros tqgomy oly 
eis Yo beria Woradetw eapilqissaeig saics slbote ai wriee of seby 
flow bluou vod aulio ae bun yhaw od avevels bluow val) yew ete al 
gaiwisintris 161 eaottemibh sft holatiy off taleno di oles oT eetentt 
{hohe td mit bsilas big xod si) Io sbiziun wl} co eeniochom ade 


49H ae [70 yailiol) as fyve .aserriat ite, of seuinset OUR Y (| Fe 


mi Go beline vino Jon bos aobt eff Loyd atastl ) oie phtotamad 
‘whboimen boinqesg vist Yo Ygiun & tod dud olde view ollie gions aorly 


Be aoe sate 
saaqolovab) ord. at relos! hceimagnel: 
said. ata St gi¢l aa tapi cl aha 


afsododl bivall 1G dr suerte el of notan! 


- 


‘ 
#i >* 
Li) Tee) 


2 Je 


7 iid gl a Tio 
ey Pee ST 
rier as - Am aU Phy) es <_ ~~ 7G : 8 Lie t 


> me & LF mo , J 7 a : : 
- ? :o- ee 7 ates aw de ° 
Cf RC, calla oo 
iw Me , tyats a 
fa ene = vp eet, 
i -P 


A ae we 
ni 


oi 


; es : : ye , i} 
" i peg oe i“) ; 
Lert ae 


“ 


| * 


ro 


is 


| 
| 
| 


BIOGRAPHY 435 


Governor Davidson to fill out the unexpired term of his brother, Dr. 
Evan D. Roberts, state veterinarian, and was then appointed for a 
full term of three years. He spent much of his time lecturing and 
demonstrating to the farmers on the evils of tuberculosis in cattle. 
His work was one of the greatest aids in eradicating this disease 
in the state. 

Feeling that he could do more good if his scope of work was ex- 
panded, Dr. David Roberts resigned his position as state veterinarian 
and devoted his full time to an educational campaign. He traveled 
through Wisconsin, Illinois, lowa, Pennsylvania, New York and other 
states giving lectures to farm groups. Often he spoke to groups 
which would gather about his train as it stopped for an hour or two 
at smaller towns, while in the cities he was given the use of theaters 
and other public buildings in order to accommodate the large numbers 
who came to hear him. He was the official veterinarian at the Ameri- 
can Royal Livestock Show at Kansas City in 1908 and at the Iowa 
Dairy Convention and Cattle Congress in 1910, 1912, 1918, 1914 and 
1915. He held similar positions at the National Dairy Show in Chi- 
cago in 1909, 1910, 1911, 1912 and 1913 and at the International Dairy 
Show at Milwaukee in 1911-12. His love of animals was not restricted 
to cattle, for on his farm are many pets, many of them rare specimens. 
Perhaps the best known of his pets were the youg buffaloes he obtained 
from the Government on a visit to Yellowstone Park. These became 
very domesticated and were broken to drive. He also has deer, and 
Karakul sheep which are noted for their long grey or black wool that 
is used in the famous Bokhara rugs. 

On his own farms Dr. David Roberts has demonstrated the value 
of his opinions. He owns two excellent tracts of land, one ninety- 
acre farm in Racine County which was adjacent to his father’s home- 
stead and the other of one hundred and five acres in Waukesha County. 
On the family homestead his father had built one of the finest barns 
and modern homes known at that time. Dr. David Roberts built his 
farm buildings to include one of the most modern dairy barns of 
the day. He has bred and developed some splendid herds of pure- 
bred cattle and owned many prize-winning animals. Out of the out- 
standing features of his Waukesha County farm is the dairy goat 
barns where he keeps the finest breed of goats, caring for them in 
a most sanitary and scientific manner. As a result of his experiments 
with goats he has written a number of pamphlets and articles showing 
that goats well bred can produce from four to eight quarts of milk 
daily. As the goat is the cleanest milk-producing domestic animal, 
its milk is practically free from disease. Dr. David Roberts has done 
much to stimulate extensive production and use of goat milk, as well 


_as promotion in the field of goat breeding. 


To perpetuate his work and to give the industry the wealth of 
his experience and knowledge Dr. David Roberts has designed and 
prepared a practical home veterinary course. The course was 
originally prepared for the purpose of helping to make a good farmer 
better by fitting him to gain knowledge of his own livestock and to 
save himself needless expense in the care of his stock. At the same 
time it was designed to make him a valued and respected livestock 
expert in his own community. The course is well illustrated and 
covers anatomy of farm animals, feeds and feeding of farm animals 
and the symptoms and description of cattle ailments as well as the 
‘ave and prevention of diseases. Upon the completion of the course 
the student is presented with a case of excellent veterinary instru- 
ments. This correspondence course is highly personalized, for with 
each lesson goes a set of questions for the student to answer and 
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return to the school, where the papers are graded under Dr. David 
Roberts’ personal direction and returned with his corrections and 
suggestions. Even after completion of the course any student is free 
to write Doctor Roberts about any livestock question. Many thou- 
sands of young farmers throughout the nation have taken this course 
and found it of great benefit to themselves and their community. 
Doctor Roberts is the author of The Practical Home Veterinarian. 
He has coined the phrase, “The dairy cow and dairy goat is the 
foster-mother of our nation.” 

Because Doctor Roberts receives so many requests for information 
on a variety of farm subjects he has established the Bureau of Free 
Advice. He will answer promptly all inquiries and in addition send 
the farmer the little pam'phlet, The Cattle Specialist, and such other 
bulletins as he prepares. In addition to giving advice he has often 
been called to serve some of the finest cattle herds and livestock in 
the United States. Mr. William D. Rockefeller called him to Tarry- 
town, New York, to examine his herd of imported Jersey cattle for 
Johne’s disease and to test them for tuberculosis. In 1922 Doctor 
Roberts went to Twin Falls, Idaho, as an expert witness in a law 
suit between two ranchers. On this same trip he was engaged by 
the Union Pacific Railroad to accompany them on a special train 
through the State of Idaho for the purpose of obtaining information 
as to the possibilities of dairying. Meetings were conducted at con- 
venient points and Doctor Roberts was the principal speaker. 

Dr. David Roberts has traveled extensively over the United States 
and Canada in the line of his business and for pleasure and now, at 
the age of seventy-nine, is as active as a man of fifty, still directing 
the work he began. Associated with him now is his nephew, Frank 
Roberts, who for a number of years was an assistant cashier in the 
Waukesha National Bank. L. D. Blott is secretary of the David 
Roberts Veterinary Company. He came into the organization many 
years ago as office boy. The little log house in which Doctor Roberts 
was born is in marked contrast to his present property holdings. 
He well merits the success that has come to him. His close applica- 
tion, unremitting effort and laudable ambition has proven a real 
service to his fellow men and in so doing he has become one of Wis- 
consin’s foremost citizens. 


FRANK G. WEIS, who for twenty years has engaged in the practice 
of law in Sturgeon Bay, with a record of steady professional progress, 
was born in Addison, Wisconsin, November 8, 1896, a son of George 
and Anna (Pfeifer) Weis, who are also natives of Addison. In early 
life the father learned the carpenter’s trade, which he has since fol- 
lowed and at which he still works, although now eighty-three years 
of age, making his home in Sturgeon Bay. His wife has reached the 
age of seventy-two years. 

After acquiring his early education in the grade schools and 
graduating from the high school of Sturgeon Bay with the class of 
1915, Frank G. Weis attended the Mayo School of Commerce in 
Chicago. He was twenty years of age when on the 9th of April, 1917, 
he enlisted for military service and became a sergeant, spending 
seventeen months overseas with a machine gun battalion, with which 
he was on active duty until August 8, 1918, when he was wounded at 
Chateau Thierry. After being hospitalized for a month he joined a 
corps of intelligence police with the First Army, and following the 
signing of the Armistice he was assigned to the Third Army, which 
served as part of the Army of Occupation. At length he was evacuated 
back to the United States on a medical discharge on August 15, 1919. 
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He has an interesting souvenir of his military experience in the shape 
of a unique ashtray made from a trench 75 shell with the legs made 
from rifle shells. Twenty-five years after the close of his military 
service he was decorated for “‘military merit” in the first World War 
and received the Order of the Purple Heart in January, 1943. 

In January, 1920, Mr. Weis entered Marquette University at 
Milwaukee for the study of law and received his LL.B. degree in 1923, 
having finished a four year course in three and a half years. He 
began practice in Sturgeon Bay in September, 1923, and has practiced 
here successfully and continuously since that time. His mind is 
naturally analytical in its trend and in the preparation of his cases 
he readily recognizes the relation of cause and effect, which is a vital 
element in the reasoning of every successful attorney. 

On the 9th of April, 1985, Mr. Weis married Edna Spude, a 
daughter of John and Othelia (Graf) Spude, natives of Door County, 
Wisconsin. The father long engaged in business as a mason and 
bricklayer but is now living retired in Sturgeon Bay, enjoying a well 
earned rest at the age of sixty-eight years, while his wife is now 
seventy-one years of age. Mr. and Mrs. Weis have become parents 
of two daughters: D. Anne, born April 17, 1986; and Marianne, born 
February 17, 1940. The religious faith of the family is that of the 
Catholic church and fraternally he is connected with the Hagles lodge. 
He is also a member of the American Legion and was service officer 
of his post for seven years. Along professional lines he is connected 
with the Door County Bar Association. He is chairman of the speak- 
ers’ bureau of the war savings stamps drive and he is now serving as 
village attorney for Ephriam, Wisconsin. Both he and his wife 
greatly enjoy hunting and fishing and when opportunity offers they 
leave their home at 1019 Rhode Island in Sturgeon Bay to indulge in 
those sports. 


WILLIAM WALLACE CARGILL, president of the Ray-O-Vac Company 
of Madison, is a prominent representative of the manufacturing in- 
terests of Wisconsin. He has been identified with the business since 
1920, beginning as a drafting engineer, and through an orderly pro- 
gression he has reached the position of executive control which he now 
occupies, advancement coming to him through the steady development 
of his powers, guided by sound judgment and expressed in broad busi- 
ness vision. 

Mr. Cargill was born May 15, 1894, in La Crosse, Wisconsin, a son 
of W.S. and Mary (MacMillan) Cargill. He attended the La Crosse 
high school and won his Bachelor of Science degree at his graduation 
from the University of Wisconsin with the class of 1916. The follow- 
ing year he studied at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, then 
associated with Harvard, which schools conferred on him the Master 
of Science degree in 1917, and then, offering his service to the Gov- 
ernment in connection with the first World War, he was sent to take 
a special course at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and 
also to Annapolis for further training. He was commissioned a 
lieutenant, junior grade, and later promoted to lieutenant, senior 
grade, in the United States Navy and served with the Construction 
Corps at the Navy Yard in Bremerton, Washington, from 1917 to 
1919. 

Since 1920 Mr. Cargill has been with the Ray-O-Vac Company, 
serving as a drafting engineer until 1924, when he was made plant 
and tool engineer, acting in that capacity until 1925, when further 
promotion brought him to the position of superintendent. In 1927 
he was elected vice president and general manager, so continuing 
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until 1980, when he became president and general manager of the 
company. Since April, 19438, he has been president only. This com- 
pany manufactures batteries and flashlights. The dry batteries are 
used for telephones, radio ignition, flashlights and lanterns and for 
a variety of technical uses. Manganese, zinc, graphite, ammonium 
chloride, cornstarch, paper products and sealing wax are used in the 
manufacture of a battery. The original plant was operated under 
the name of the French Battery & Carbon Company at Regent Street 
and West Washington Avenue, being there established in 1906 by J. B. 
Ramsay, but fire completely wiped out that plant in 1910 and a new 
one was built on South Dickinson Street. The business had out- 
grown this, however, by 1916, when the present plant was erected. 
In 1934 the name of the company was changed to its present form. 
The war effort has considerably expanded the activities of the com- 
pany. 

Mr. Cargill belongs to the Presbyterian church, and aside from 
this his interests have largely concentrated on his business affairs. 
On the Ist of June, 1918, he married Helen Smith, and they have two 
children, William Wallace Jr. and Ellen. 


REV. JOSEPH P. HELLER is the pastor of St. Matthews Catholic 
Church of Milwaukee, located at 1114 South Twenty-fifth Street. 
He was born in the township of Glen Haven in Grant County, Wis- 
consin, February 6, 1879. The Heller family had served as master 
masons in connection with the Cologne Cathedral for more than two 
hundred years. In 1938 Father Heller visited the old family home 
in Switzerland and then went on to Rome for several weeks. His 
parents, Henry and Maryann (Henry) Heller, are both now deceased. 
The father, who was born in Cologne, Germany, in 1822 was a lad 
of only eighteen years when the family came to America and in 1844 
he established his home on Blake’s Prairie in Grant County, being 
one of the first to settle there. He was surrounded by Indians but 
found them friendly and helpful and he befriended them in the winter 
months by supplying them with food, for he was an expert hunter. 
The Indians reciprocated his kindness by clearing the space around 
his home to act as a backfire, for on the prairie there was the ever 
present danger of fires. Henry Heller followed the occupation of 
farming and was a prominent figure in Grant County in pioneer 
times, serving as trustee and in other local positions. He married 
Maryann Henry, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Henry, at Cass- 
ville, Grant County, in 1858. Her family were of Swiss descent and 
had come to Wisconsin about 1848, settling in Grant County when 
Mrs. Heller was about eight years old. Henry and Maryann Heller 
had a family of fourteen children, of whom seven are yet living. 
Two of them are Sisters of St. Francis at the motherhouse at St. 
Francis, Wisconsin, and one is doing mission work. 

Father Joseph P. Heller attended the .old Rock Creek school in 
Glen Haven township, Grant County, not far from his boyhood home, 
and at fourteen years of age he entered St. Francis Seminary, coming 
to Milwaukee with his sister, now Sister Mary Jerome, who joined 
the Sisters of St. Francis while the brother began his studies in 
preparation for the priesthood, to which he was ordained June 
221902; 

His first appointment was to the position of assistant pastor at 
St. John’s Cathedral in Milwaukee and in 19038 he was made pastor 
of the Mission Wilmot on the Fox River and Bristol. In 1915 he 
was sent to North Fond du Lac to take over the work of Presentation 
parish, where he served for twenty years, during which time he 
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greatly promoted the parish interests, being instrumental in building 
the school, the church and the convent. In 1935 he was transferred 
to St. Matthew’s Church in Milwaukee, where he has since continued. 
The parish property here includes the church, rectory, school and 
convent and there are four hundred and forty pupils (1944) enrolled 
in the school under the supervision and instruction of twelve Domini- 
can Sisters. The work of the parish is well organized in its different 
departments and societies, and under the careful guidance of Father 
Heller is producing desired results. Immediately after the war a new 
twelve-room school will be erected. 


GEORGE GORTON MACHINE COMPANY. The Army and Navy “EK” 
award, with four stars added, making five separate awards, is unmis- 
takable evidence of the loyal support which the George Gorton 
Machine Company has given to the Government through World War 
II, as in World War I, and is also proof of the superior quality of the 
work turned out by this organization, which was founded and has 
since been carried on by George Gorton II and his three sons, George 
III, Charles and James. The record he has made in precision work 
places him among the world’s leaders in his particular field, covering 
achievements of the highest character. The development of engraving 
machinery to the high point now attained has resulted from his 
knowledge, initiative and skill, and Racine numbers him among her 
citizens of whom she is most proud. 

Mr. Gorton was born in Racine, February 5, 1865, a son of George 
Gorton and grandson of James Gorton Sr., who was born in Rochdale, 
Lancashire, England, February 7, 1801. The grandfather was a 
cotton mill owner. Strikes, resulting from the introduction of 
machinery, caused him to lose his plant and business. In his native 
town he had married Betty Barrett, born January 18, 1798. She died 
September 15, 1849, while James Gorton’s death occurred in Racine 
August 27, 1883. Their family numbered seven children, of whom 
George Gorton I was the eldest. | 

George Gorton I, born in Rochdale, England, December 25, 1825, 
was there educated and afterward served an apprenticeship as an 
apothecary and chemist. He had attained the age of twenty-five when, 
in 1850, he came to Wisconsin, settling first in Southport, then Ken- 
osha, where he became a drug clerk. About a year later he came to Ra- 
cine and, in partnership with Philip Thorpe, opened a drug and gro- 
cery store, continuing in the business until January, 1864, when he sold 
his interest. The following spring, accompanied by his family, he 
returned to his old home in England, but after a year and a half 
there, came to Racine, where a little later he became a paint, oil and 
paper merchant in partnership with his brother-in-law, William S. 
Buffham, under the name of Gorton & Buffham. It was but a short 
time subsequently that he found it necessary to take over the business 
of the Racine Basket Manufacturing Company, on their failure to 
make payment on a considerable loan which he had made them, and 
at once he made substantial improvements in the plant and placed the 
business on a paying basis. When fire destroyed that factory in 1878 
he at once built a larger brick and stone structure and installed im- 
proved machinery, developing an extensive and profitable business 
which he conducted until his death, June 14, 1888, when it passed into 
possession of his family. He was a man of upright purpose, a loyal 
member of the Baptist church and in England was an active Sunday 
school worker. His political support was given the Republican party. 

George Gorton I was married July 6, 1854, in Lake County, Illinois, 
to Ann Buffham, who was born in Rochdale, England, October 21, 
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1832, and in October, 1850, accompanied her parents, William and 
Eliza Buffham, to the United States, the family home being established 
in Lake County, Illinois. Mrs. Ann Gorton died October 16, 1862, 
leaving three children: Minnie, who was born November 2, 1856; 
Eliza, who was born January 30, 1859, and died May 20, 1889; and 
Anne, who was born July 19, 1861, and died in 1921. On May 9, 1864, 
Mr. Gorton married his first wife’s sister, Lizzie Buffham, also a 
native of Rochdale, England, and of this marriage there were born 
two sons and a daughter: George II; Charles, who was born October 
6, 1868, and died June 10, 1908; and Helen D., born August 5, 1881. 

George Gorton II after attending the Racine public schools joined 
his father in business and was active in the development of their trade, 
which in time necessitated the employment of two hundred workmen. 
The business was sold in 1893 and at that time George Gorton II began 
the manufacture of basket-making machinery, turning his attention 
to patterns. This gradually evolved into the manufacture of engrav- 
ing machinery, and he organized his interests under the name of the 
Gorton Machine Company. He first had a small plant on the back of 
a lot where later he completed a modern factory in 1916. Further 
expansion brought about the building of the present factory and 
office, which expresses the latest in architecture as well as equipment. 
In addition to pattern making Mr. Gorton began designing and 
building special machinery, the first pieces of equipment turned out 
by the new company consisting of woodworking machines. A little 
later he became one of the originators of the disc method of grinding, 
and within a brief period more than twenty-five models of dise grind- 
ers were offered to industry. About 1908-the company sold its first 
pantograph engraving machine and has since maintained leadership 
in this field. Engraving developments subsequently included the 
rotary broaching machine, aviation motors and automobile racing 
engines, internal tooth cutoff saws, horizontal fuse routing machines 
and double housing planers; but in 1924 operations in the planer line 
were discontinued in order to concentrate all efforts on machines for 
die, mold and tool work, as Mr. Gorton, with notable insight into 
business conditions and broad perception of the modern trend, had 
anticipated the possibilities of tremendous growth in these industries, 
as well as the need for specialized machinery to meet their most exact- 
ing needs. The work of this plant has greatly accelerated improve- 
ments and output in connection with various lines of business, 
especially in the glass and rubber industries and in forging dies for 
small, complicated shapes. Metal patterns are made with the greatest 
precision to provide better interchangeability of parts. 

In the general tool room field and for small specialized production 
the high spindle speeds available on Gorton machines offer still 
greater opportunities in connection with modern developments of 
the newer high-speed steels, hard alloys and carbides. The George 
Gorton Machine Company now manufactures a new, large electric 
bed type milling machine which accommodates work up to several 
tons weight. One of the outstanding achievements of the company 
was made in engraving the Lord’s prayer of three hundred characters 
within a five-thousandth diameter circle. This was selected as the 
basis of a precision test. A master copy of the complete Lord’s prayer, 
two inches in diameter, was engraved, and the object of the test was 
to reduce this copy to as small an area as possible and have it remain 
legible under a magnifier. The most scientific processes carried the 
experiment to a successful completion, and while the test was designed 
primarily as an interesting and unusual application of mechanical 
reduction to extreme limits, the prayer was reduced to the size of a 
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pin point and proves a practical example of the extreme accuracy and 
precision performance built into all Gorton machines. 

With the country’s entrance into World War II the Gorton Ma- 
chine Company became an active factor in the war effort and is 
producing the vital ‘‘machines for victory.” Speedier production of 
precision parts for airplane engines, bombing controls, bomb signals, 
bomb sights, machine guns, anti-aircraft guns and much other war 
material has constituted a valuable source of supply, and the results 
of fifty years of experience, experimentation and successful effort of 
the Gorton Company thus were merged into the home-front effort of 
winning the war. More than twenty thousand square feet of floor space 
has been added, many new machines and other new equipment have 
been installed and a new building now houses the painting and ship- 
ping departments. The last five years have chronicled the expenditure 
of more than seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars in the improve- 
ment of the plant. The Gorton Machine Company was the first com- 
pany in Racine to receive the Army-Navy “E” award for its outstand- 
ing excellence in war production, and in commemoration of this honor 
the Association of Commerce of Racine presented to the company a 
plaque on February 6, 1948. George Gorton Sr. remains the president 
of the company with his sons, George Gorton III, James Gorton and 
Charles Gorton as vice presidents, and Walter B. Tomlinson as secre- 
tary-treasurer, while a most able corps of assistants are in charge of 
the various departments of the business. 

In addition to his connection with the machine tool industry George 
Gorton II became identified with oil interests of the Southwest and 
went to Cement, Oklahoma, where he organized the Gorton Trust, of 
which he became president and a trustee, and in February, 1917, they 
brought in the first well in that field, where by 1932 they had become 
holders of twelve hundred acres of very valuable leases, on which they 
brought forth many productive wells. 

On the 29th of November, 1900, Mr. Gorton married Sophy 
Tostenson, who was born October 29, 1871, and died October 27, 1930. 
Of the four children of that marriage, George III, born March 14, 
1902, and now one of the vice presidents of the Gorton Machine 
Company, was married in Homestead, Pennsylvania, to -Dorothy 
Elizabeth Darsie on June 26, 1930, and their daughter, Elizabeth Jean, 
was born August 7, 1931. Elizabeth Fry Gorton, born December 2, 
1904, is the wife of Kenneth Findley, of Racine. Charles and James, 
twins, born February 7, 1909, are connected with the company as vice 
presidents. The George Gorton Machine Company has membership 
in the Racine Association of Commerce, the United States Chamber 
of Commerce, the Wisconsin Manufacturers Association and the Na- 
tional Machine Tool Builders Association, and father and sons are all 
helpfully interested in the civic progress of the city. Mr. Gorton 
has membership in the Union Tabernacle and has been active in sup- 
port of various benevolent projects. He has ever measured up to the 
highest standards of manhood and citizenship, as well as of business, 
and his activities have constituted an important and integral part in 
Racine’s great civic progress and industrial growth, adding to Racine’s 
fame for products known throughout the world. 


LOUIS C. JORGENSEN has made an excellent record in connection 
with railroad interests, advancing step by step from a humble position 
until his steady climb has brought him to the responsible position of 
traffic manager with the Green Bay & Western Lines. Born in Wau- 
paca, Wisconsin, January 8, 1878, he is a son of Rasmus P. and Han- 
nah (Hansen) Jorgensen, who were natives of Denmark. The father 
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came to this country when twenty-one years of age and the mother 
arrived in America in 1871, when seventeen years of age. Settling 
in Waupaca, Rasmus P. Jorgensen became a janitor of a school there 
and occupied the position for forty-five years, making his home in 
Waupaca until his death in 1928, when he had reached the age of 
seventy-eight years. His wife had passed away in April, 1895. 

The Waupaca public school system provided Louis C. Jorgensen 
with his educational privileges and he started out in the business world 
by working in a restaurant, where he was employed as a cook for four 
years. He afterward worked on a farm until May 1, 1899, when he 
began railroading in the service of the Iola Northern Railroad, which 
was afterward absorbed by the Green Bay & Western Lines. He went 
to work as a brakeman, was a fireman for four years and at the same 
time did clerical work until September 17, 1902, when he came to 
Green Bay as chief clerk with the road with which he is still con- 
_ nected. He was made supervising agent on April 1, 1911, and when 
ten more years had passed became assistant general freight and pas- 
senger agent in September, 1921, thus serving until October, 1922, 
when he was advanced to the position of general freight and passen- 
ger agent. In March, 19238, he was the recipient of another promotion, 
being made assistant traffic manager, and in March, 1924, he advanced 
to his present position, having served continuously since as traffic 
manager of the Green Bay & Western Lines. He has thoroughly 
mastered every detail of railroading with which he has in any way 
been associated and his thoroughness, efficiency and reliability are in- 
dicated in the successive promotions which have come to him. 

On the 8th of July, 1903, Mr. Jorgensen was married to Eva Leah 
McGinnis, a daughter of Peter J. and Julia (Welsh) McGinnis, both 
of whom were natives of Ogdensburg, New York. The father made 
two trips to California at the time of the gold rush, returning each 
time with a snug little fortune. In 1870 he located at Stockbridge, 
Wisconsin, and afterward removed to La Crosse, where he followed 
lumbering for several years. About 1873 he took up a homestead in 
Clark County and then gave his attention to the work of cultivating 
his land, operating his farm for many years. He died in 1923, while 
his wife’s death occurred in 1905. They had a family of thirteen 
children. Mr. and Mrs. Jorgensen have become the parents of three 
children. The eldest, Dr. Phillip B. Jorgensen, born in August, 1906, 
practiced medicine at Wausau and at Mosinee, Wisconsin, until Febru- 
ary 1, 1941, when he joined the United States Army and is now Serv- 
ing with the rank of major. He married Dr. Eleanor Fabry of Can- 
ton, Ohio. They have three children: Phillip William, born August 25, 
1938; Michael, born December 26, 1939; and Gerald, born March 13, 
1941. Dr. Eleanor Fabry Jorgensen lives in Milwaukee while Dr. 
Phillip Jorgensen is in the army, and is chief medical examiner for 
the city of Milwaukee. 

Dr. Robert Paul Jorgensen, born June 27, 1911, is practicing 
dentistry in Neenah, Wisconsin. He married Dora Dunham of 
Neenah in 1941. She is a graduate nurse of Washington, D. C., 
Detroit, Michigan, and Chicago, Illinois. They have one son, Robert 
Paul II, age one and a half years. Mary Louise, born August 1, 1915, 
is the wife of John W. Tennies, of Green Bay, who is now a member 
of the navy, doing overseas service in the second World War. 

Mr. Jorgensen has always been interested in the welfare and up- 
building of community and state and has rendered public service in 
various capacities. He was a school director of the town of Allouez 
for nine years and for a similar period was secretary of the board of 
trustees of St. Matthews Catholic Church at Allouez. He is a fourth 


a. 
7 

¥ 

2 

7 

on 
oS 
<< 
“4 
* 


sonfort att bas sgn To s7R9¢" snes? ¥ wadeeiaie elf 
yase 94a lo rime’ ‘estes rita ai Fie ye at 
x1oiit fuoifox's To rolidpi s apse Hoenouwk I pes sey 
al sarod Pid eeitnre eteay ovA- tal toi patios oat boigasno. h 
to sua od) basco: bart of coy BOL ai dined sid fisict 
BOR Minch, «i vow boenag bad ow afi eaiey ifyis- 
gomreyiel .D aiuod febleerq emtage footie silduq acaqusW ¢ 
bhaw nasatewd add 1 tuo het iate on bee coguitving hanolin Miho oil ik 
wot tot dao) « ais tye vous enw on Saori ties Giver 2 al gubhtow vd 
of nay Gee TT yal Iau are? « ao odor Pay iatte 6H 28 
Holt w Jbioxisa t artiiow aol 4% to adivase vi ol goihsariiag pee 


HSE! off eonnl misieW & sed tard! aft yd bod rads brawls enw «5 

qmine oF 31 rr 3 aizey ‘MOT 16 marl # ea sINMons ai a ae stow of ) 

of satan of and SOUL Th reddmieeR lw tow fs otials bib — { 
aon Wild si od tite Miw baer aft Atiw drofs isto en ¥ & noes oT 
garter bit ECT .C liveA wo Jasons orttebrteque oham anw oer ae 


-neq bea tdyisy) iscrty fasietves seanged boxsnc fraet 25994 vom aot 
SSB1 z5odedn0 fit antyvase aod? ALOR sradmoiys4 ni jreee 
-neetag hte difgiort [siencg To. my Hiewry oft of ImounvhS taw 
fatiomany? wihions to ti erat ght ann od C20 ow nl JnegR o 
beoiresbin od SLOT slowd4.16 bus oRSHAN shew Jagseleea bam 


sist 28 ool qlat: omnitnos bav4se geivar .Mo) Hund hosstG et: pA : 
viduwotadt ved oi vent] wistee B® yall seer) off to toyaiem ~ 
yew vis ai ned sd eottiw iiiv gilhaothn: Jo Tetoh views bowienin me 
- ote Wittdelion hoa YosinMs sesnmecerod) aid bor betaiooege wood . 

1 od ones avnd thidw eaollogtead Suezosoue wis mt hataoib - ' 


fast aval of. b3tit8en sew goenogtel AN Soe alist to dss off aD 


diod .sianiOod (taieW> ethst bas 1. 199 to sotigund 6 eee ) ‘ 
aban taint olf HOY wo¥l snudtashy® Jo geviten dew ‘s ; 
tone geigriy toe deics Hidy ots. to erat] weir ta gicreotite? of Ris ‘ 


SabiarAisote is Baduol of OTST al siuitgt elf pug 6 
bewottar od gi ory sero!) eg o! ssvomar frewesdta - ‘ 
Hi bales x -qy Xoot ah SYST duddA tay, letoyee +o 
yunitaviths ie wow od) of coiimsic aid saved rots bab ade ne 
sity SS0r wists of .exsany vite sek ariel sid yelisoege br vcespey 
moet idlt in ¢iiits? 5 had vat? <08f wi hoya pay ealtw sie 
agit to eineang sit} antaos? svar Seaeaienk with hie 
SOR! JurmA ci red sesasgvel 2 iii? 1G teshhe-waht 
oprdo% Ait siznesei W oomivol ja has usa W Ve veiaibort byptt> 
“Task, wom Gi bar. wars eotnt® butat edd borio( od contw EPRe 
<n20 to yet romeol 1 paieeain SH aolam to tisat ot 
i sao ey vs sill ae ido pall Av 
noise on 190) fatn ‘nod eng det ahaa 
atl slider whee wht ai ova well aiervgil vedist “oasttl 2 
WT THiS oyeizers Wids zi Liste “(ata ot ah, et fe2FIN TO 


guistioang «i yrer ve agul ierod biraanh: wort tudost Cd 
Ye medant exod berriaen off Menuon i Vi Ide re 
WO AL aeignides'y Lele 5 int Mt ehioh ry be / ti ra 
brasoH nor one Po dir te ‘ 

HSE FE lewywA nact Saitsont 

sadam a wor ef ony eel. wor) to apis 


» oe” ivy Pe we ra 


BIOGRAPHY 443 


degree member of the Knights of Columbus and belongs to the Holy 
Name Society of Green Bay. There is also a military chapter in his 
life record, for in April, 1898, he enlisted for service in the Spanish- 
American War, joining as a cook. He has membership in the Green 
Bay Traffic Club, the Milwaukee Traflic Club, the Chicago Traffic 
Club, the National Freight Traffic Golf Association, the Oneida Golf 
and Riding Club and is associated with the Traffic Club of America. 
He is one of the oldest members in length of connection with the 
Kiwanis Club and is also a member of the B. P. O. Elks. 

Mr. Jorgensen’s wife passed away November 28, 1941. He resides 
at 112 North Madison Street, Green Bay, and he owns a nice home in 
Allouez. Fishing and golf constitute his chief forms of recreation. 
Having spent his entire life in this state, he is greatly interested in the 
progress that has been made, is a member of the Wisconsin Historical 
Society and also of the Brown County Historical Society and he is 
familiar with many of the events which have shaped the annals of 
county and commonwealth. 


FREDERICK H. HANNEMAN. With all the musical interests of 
Mount Horeb, Frederick H. Hanneman has been closely associated 
and no one has contributed more to music appreciation in the city 
than he. He is now supervisor of music in the high school and in this 
connection has organized and developed a band which is outstanding, 
its reputation for excellence extending far beyond Wisconsin’s boun- 
daries. Mr. Hanneman is a native son of this state, born November 
21, 1890, in Winneconne, Winnebago County, his parents being Fred 
and Bertha (Smith) Hanneman. The father, a native of Germany, 
was a young man of twenty-one years when his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
William Hanneman, crossed the Atlantic, accompanied by their four 
sons and two daughters, and made their way to Winnebago County. 
Love of music was a strongly developed trait of the family and each 
one of the sons played on some instrument which they brought with 
them from the old world. Fred Hanneman took up the occupation of 
farming and most of the family followed agricultural pursuits as a. 
means of livelihood. The Smith family also came from the same sec- 
tion in Germany, where the name was originally Schmitt, and like- 
wise settled in Winnebago County. 

In the pursuit of his education Frederick H: Hanneman completed 
the high school course in Winneconne and, early manifesting a love 
of music, received his piano training from Edith Edwards. Later he 
studied at the Chicago College of Musie and he also attended the 
University of Wisconsin. His first work in art circles was done as 
private instructor of piano and organ, and he filled the position of 
organist in the Lutheran church of his home town. Since coming to 
Mount Horeb he has acted as organist in the Lutheran church here, 
covering a quarter of a century. His present position is that of super- 
visor of music in the Mount Horeb high school,. where he is just 
completing twenty-three years of service. He is doing notable work 
in the cultivation of music appreciation among the pupils. He has 
organized a seventy-two piece band which has gained a most en- 
viable reputation and which under the guidance of Mr. Hanneman 
has visited various sections of the state, giving concerts that have 
been greatly enjoyed. He has also organized a junior band of similar 
size. Both organizations are seventy per cent from the rural districts 
in their membership, and Mr. Hanneman has every reason to be 
proud of what they are accomplishing, for they take their work 
seriously, practice diligently and are making satisfactory advance- 
ment. 
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Mr. Hanneman is also well known as a composer. One of his 
outstanding compositions is the overture, Scarlet Dragon, that was 
on the national band list of 1940 and 1941 and was played by his 
organization in New York City. He has likewise written music for 
symphony bands, and he ranks today among the best known and most 
gifted musicians of this section of the state, as well as one of the most 
capable directors. He has membership in the National Music Asso- 
ciation and the Wisconsin Music Association. He has been a director 
of the All State F.F.A. (Future Farmers of America) Band for five 
years. 

Outside of art circles Mr. Hanneman has been active in support 
of many measures for the benefit and upbuilding of his city, support- 
ing all measures that he deems of definite worth, and he is now filling 
the office of president of the Chamber of Commerce of Mount Horeb. 
He is also the half owner of the Cave of the Mounds, a natural scenic 
attraction which was opened to the public in 1989 and through which 
more than one third of a million persons have passed. 

In 1916 Mr. Hanneman married Miss Hazel Miller, of Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin, who is a graduate of the Oshkosh high school and attended 
the Chicago Art Institute. The two children of this marriage are 
Anita and Frederick IIl. The daughter is a graduate of the University 
of Wisconsin, where she majored in economics and chemistry, while 
the son after attending the Navy Band School at Washington, D. C., 
is now stationed on the U.S.S. Dixie, Pacific war theater. 


STEPHEN JOHN MCMAHON, a leading member of the Milwaukee 
bar and District of Columbia bar, specializes in tax law. At one time 
he was also a member of the faculty at Marquette Law School. He 
was born in Meeme, Manitowoc County, Wisconsin, January 138, 1881, 
a son of Patrick J. and Margaret (Gray) McMahon. He attended 
the Milwaukee Normal School, now the State Teachers College, from 
which he was graduated with the class of 1900, of which he was 
president. Then he entered the University of Wisconsin, winning 
the Bachelor of Philosophy degree at his graduation in 1908, at which 
time he was chosen class orator. In college he won honors in dramatics 
and debate and other honors in oratory. He studied at the College 
of Law of the University of Chicago in 1903-04 and completed his 
legal work in the University of Wisconsin in 1906, when he received 
his LL.B. In the meantime he had been connected with educational 
activities, serving as principal of the public schools of Park Falls in 
1900-01; principal of the Mount Horeb, Wisconsin, high school in 
1903-04; and as superintendent of schools at Black River Falls 
in 1906-07. 

It was in 1906 that Mr. McMahon was admitted to practice in 
the courts of Wisconsin and before the Supreme Court of the United 
States in 1914. He has also been admitted to practice before many 
federal courts. In 1907 he opened an office in Antigo, Wisconsin, and 
was city attorney there from 1908 to 1911. Since that time he has been 
a member of the Milwaukee bar and has risen to distinction in the 
professional field. He became assistant United States attorney for 
the eastern district of the State of Wisconsin, serving in 1911-12. 
From 1914 to 1917 he was a law instructor in Marquette University. 
In the latter year he became a member of the law firm of Hoyt, Goff 
& McMahon. Both Frank M. Hoyt, who was an outstanding member 
of the American bar, and Guy D. Goff, who was later to become 
United States senator from West Virginia, have passed away. From 
1921 until 1925 Mr. McMahon was senior partner in the firm of 
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McMahon, McMahon & Hayes. For three years, beginning in 1921, 
he was general counsel for the Northwestern Casualty & Surety Com- 
pany. In 1929 he was appointed by President Hoover for a ten-year 
term on the United States Board of Tax Appeals, now the Tax Court 
of the United States, but he resigned this position on November 1, 
1936, when he opened his own office in the First Wisconsin National 
Bank building in Milwaukee. In the same year he became a member 
of the bar in the District of Columbia and had offices in the Evening 
Star building in Washington, where he specialized in tax law. Since 
August 8, 1942, he has served as attorney for the office of the Alien 
Property Custodian, with offices at 604-5 Willard building, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Mr. McMahon has always given his political support to the Re- 
publican party and has done much to further its interests, acting as 
chairman of the Wisconsin Hoover campaign committee in 1928. 
He filled the position of Government appeal agent of division one of 
the Milwaukee draft board in the first World War and he was: a 
member of the board of the National Aeronautics Association in 
1924-25. Upon volunteering he was on October 9, 1918, ordered to 
report at Camp Upton for immediate service overseas, with the com- 
mission of a captain in the Army of the United States, under the judge 
advocate general; but the order was countermanded because of the 
Armistice of November 11, 1918. He belongs to the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks and the Civil Legion. His college fraternity 
is Sigma Alpha Epsilon. He is of the Catholic faith and has member- 
ship with the Knights of Columbus. In addition, he has been a 
member of numerous other leading fraternal, social and civic so- 
cieties, clubs and associations, or similar organizations, at Antigo, 
Wauwautosa and Milwaukee, Wisconsin, New York City and Wash- 
ington, D. C., including among others the Wisconsin State Histori- 
cal Society, Madison; the Bluemound Golf and Country Club; Old 
Settlers and City clubs of Milwaukee; City Club of New York; 
University and Congressional Country clubs of Washington, D. C.; 
and the American Bar Association. He has been active in civic af- 
fairs and public welfare movements; has traveled extensively in 
the United States, Canada and Kurope; has held several other im- 
portant public positions of responsibility, trust and honor; and has 
declined several positions of this character. 

Mr. McMahon was married February 1, 1916, to Alice Mary 
Donohue, a daughter of the late Cornelius and Mary (Kittrick) 
Donohue. Her father was a railroad man with the Chicago & North 
Western Railway Company until his death in 1901. His wife passed 
away in 1909. An uncle of Mrs. McMahon, J. D. Donohue Sr., was 
general manager of the Milwaukee, Lake Shore & North Western 
Railroad, the predecessor of the present day Chicago & North West- 
ern. Mrs. McMahon has given generously of her time and talents to 
patriotic duties, for during the second World War she has been with 
the Veterans Administration in Washington,-D. C. Two of her 
brothers, Dr. Michael J. and Dr. E. J. Donohue, have been outstanding 
medical men in Antigo, Wisconsin. There were two sons born to 
Stephen J. and Alice Mary (Donohue) McMahon. The elder, Stephen 
J. Jv., is employed in an executive capacity by the Brown Instrument 
Company, a division of the Minneapolis-Honeywell Company, which 
is engaged in vital war work. Eugene Francis, the younger son, 
entered the United States Marine Corps on July 1, 1948, and received 
his commission as a second lieutenant. He is temporarily stationed 
at the Marine base at Camp Lejeune, New River, North Carolina. 
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Mr. and Mrs. McMahon are living at 5425 Connecticut Avenue, N. W., 
in Washington, D. C., and their Milwaukee home is located at 830 
North Seventieth Street. 


WILLIAM E.. WAGENER, who has engaged in the practice of law 
since 1906, is also president of the Bank of Sturgeon Bay. He is a 
native son of this city, born October 25, 1881, his parents being Arnold 
and Isabelle (Terens) Wagener. The mother was born in LaSalle, 
Illinois, while the father was a native of Germany, whence he came 
to America with his parents in his boyhood days, prior to the Civil 
War. The family settled in Mishicot in Manitowoc County, Wisconsin, 
and the grandfather, who was an exporter of wine, also engaged in 
farming during the remainder of his days, continuing his residence 
in Manitowoc County, his death there occurring after he had passed 
the ninety-second milestone of life’s journey. 

His son, Arnold Wagener, spent the latter part of his youth in this 
state and at the time of the Civil War he joined the Union army and 
"was twice wounded in battle. Following the close of that conflict he 
drove a supply wagon to the western states and on his return 
he worked in the Schlitz brewery in Milwaukee. Subsequently he 
came to Sturgeon Bay and with his brother operated a brewery for 
several years. He next became sheriff of Door County and for four 
terms at different times served as sheriff of Door County and was also 
postmaster of Sturgeon Bay for two terms or eight years. He died 
in 1902, at the age of fifty-nine, his wife surviving him until 1928. 

Acquiring his early education in the schools of Sturgeon Bay, W. E. 
Wagener was graduated from the high school with the class of 1902 
and afterward enrolled as a law student in the University of Wiscon- 
sin, from which he was graduated with the LL.B. degree in 1906, and 
through the intervening years he has practiced successfully in his 
native city, occupying the same office for the past thirty-four years. 
There have been no spectacular phases in his record as an attorney 
but he has always displayed that persistency of purpose that has 
enabled him to prepare his cases with great thoroughness and to 
present his evidence in a clear, forceful manner that has carried con- 
victions to the minds of court and jury and won him many favorable 
verdicts, as the court records attest. Moreover at all times he has 
been most observant of the highest ethical standards of the profession. 
In addition to the practice of law Mr. Wagener figures prominently 
in the financial circles of Sturgeon Bay, for through more than a 
quarter of a century he has served on the board of directors and since 
July, 1941, has been president of the Bank of Sturgeon Bay. This 
bank was established in February, 1889, and is the only bank in Door 
County, with assets of $9,000,000. 

On the 17th of February, 1909, Mr. Wagener married Lucy D. 
Rysdorp, a daughter of John H. and Jennie (Boer) Rysdorp, both 
natives of Michigan, the former of Holland and the latter of Grand 
Haven. The father was a saw filer and about 1897 came to Sturgeon 
Bay, where he and his wife spent their remaining days. Mr. and 
Mrs. Wagener have two daughters: Dorothy Dean, born November 
29, 1909, is the wife of Murray B. Bingham, of Sturgeon Bay, who 
is engaged in raising apples and cherries. They have three children: 
Lucy Dean, born June 21, 1937, William Delbert, born December 24, 
1941, and John David, born March 26, 1945. The second daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Wagener is Ruth Isabelle, who was born August 29, 1911, 
and is the wife of A. W. Downs, of Charleston, West Virginia, where 
he is in the research department of the Carbide & Chemicals Company. 
They have two children—Arthur William, born in March, 1937; and 
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Theron W., born in February, 1941. Mr. and Mrs. Wagener reside 
at 540 South Cedar Street in Sturgeon Bay and they have a wide 
acquaintance here, their circle of friends being very extensive. They 
are members of the Congregational church, in the work of which they 
take an active part, Mr. Wagener serving as president of the board 
of trustees for years, while Mrs. Wagener has been a member of the 
church choir from the age of twelve years. 

Mr. Wagener has long been identified with the Masons and the 
Eagles and his college fraternity is Phi Delta Phi. His political 
allegiance has always been given the Democratic party and he has 
attended many of its conventions. He served for several years as 
city attorney of Sturgeon Bay, has filled the office of public adminis- 
trator for twenty-five or thirty years and has been president of the 
school board for fifteen or twenty years, being at all times a stanch 
champion of the best interests of public education. He is a Rotarian 
and was district governor of Rotary in 1927-28. He enjoys hunting, 
fishing and golf when leisure hours permit but the major part of this 
time is taken up with his public duties and his law practice, in which 
connection he has membership with the American Bar Association, 
the Wisconsin State Bar Association, the Door County Bar Association 
and the Fourteenth Judicial District Bar Association. 


JOHN W.IMMEL. The proud American title of “a self-made man” 
has been justly won by John W. Immel, who started out to provide 
for his own support at the age of fourteen years and advanced steadily 
until he had gained a place among the foremost contractors and build- 
ers of the state. He is still active in this line, maintaining his office 
in Fond du Lac, while throughout the state and in many other sections 
of the country stand notable buildings which are as monuments to his 
ability. 

Mr. Immel was born on a farm in Fond du Lac County, July 2, 
1873, a son of Joseph and Margaret (Smith) Immel. The father, a 
native of Germany, remained in that country until he was seventeen 
years of age and then came to the United States, arriving in Wiscon- 
sin in 1848. He was one of the pioneer settlers of Empire township, 
Fond du Lac County, where he developed a farm, the cultivation of 
which claimed his attention for many years. He died February 15, 
1888, after living in the country for forty-five years. His wife was 
also born in Germany. They became the parents of eleven children. 

John W. Immel, who was the eighth in order of birth in the fam- 
ily, was reared on the old homestead and attended the neighborhood 
school to the age of thirteen. after which he devoted two years to as- 
sisting his father on the farm. He then began learning the mason’s 
and the carpenter’s trades and since that time has been closely identi- 
fied with construction work. When he had gained a good knowledge 
of both trades he started building houses and barns with his brother, 
Henry J. Immel, which they did for four years.. In 1898 he came to 
Fond du Lac and continued to operate as a contractor as an individual 
until 1909, when he and his brother Henry organized the Immel Con- 
struction Company, which continued in business until 1932, when the 
Immel-Mabie Company was organized. Since 1944 Mr. Immel has 
been operating in the general construction business as an individual, 
doing business as the Immel Company. 

Mr. Immel has been one of the foremost construction contractors 
of Wisconsin, building many churches, schools, municipal and state 
buildings, hospitals, theaters and homes, not only in Wisconsin but 
over the territory as far east as New York and Pennsylvania and as 
far west as Montana. His work from the beginning has given such 
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general satisfaction that his patronage has steadily increased and the 
scope of his activities has long assured him leadership in this field 
of business. 

In addition to occupying the presidency of the Immel Construction 
Company Mr. Immel, in February, 1911, organized the Vulcan Manu- 
facturing Company, manufacturers of structural steel products, and 
of this he remained the president until 1933. For years he controlled 
one of the largest construction industries of the state, his success 
being the direct outcome of his efficiency, trustworthiness and pro- 
gressiveness. He has served as president of the Master Builders and 
as president of the Wisconsin chapter of the Association of General 
Contractors. 

In the midst of a very busy and useful life Mr. Immel has always 
found time for active and helpful cooperation in everything pertaining 
to the public welfare of community and commonwealth, and at all 
times has recognized and met the responsibilities and duties of citi- 
zenship while sharing its privileges. In 1906 he was elected to the 
board of aldermen of Fond du Lac and filled that position until 1910. 
He belongs to the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and was 
formerly a member of the Rotary Club. 

Mr. Immel married Miss Emma Bohn, and they have one daugh- 
ter, Leone K., now the wife of Leslie Miller, who is with the Immel 
Company. They have two sons, John G. and David F. 


Dr. BERNARD J. BERTRAM is a physician and surgeon of Algoma. 
He was born at Barton, Washington County, Wisconsin, May 22, 1912, 
a son of Frank D. and Elizabeth (Leygraf) Bertram, the father also 
a native of Washington County, while the mother was born in Mil- 
waukee. He was a blacksmith who followed that trade throughout 
his entire life, conducting a shop at Barton for fifty years, and in 
addition he owned and operated a farm and dairy. He was a son of 
John Bertram, who served asa Union soldier in the Civil War. Frank 
D. Bertram died in January, 1936, at the age of sixty-nine years, while 
his widow is still living in Barton at the age of seventy-five. 

The public schools of his native town afforded Doctor Bertram his 
early educational privileges and later he attended the high school of 
West Bend, Wisconsin, where he was graduated with the class of 
1930. He completed his medical course at Marquette University in 
1937, after which he interned at St. Mary’s Hospital in Milwaukee. 
Later in 1937 he began practice in Algoma as a partner of Dr. H. V. 
Foshion and has made steady progress in his practice. His service 
is rendered with conscientious regard to the duty and responsibility 
that devolve upon him. 

In May, 1937, Doctor Bertram was united in marriage to Miss 
Genevieve Armstrong, a daughter of Percival and Clara (Jahns) 
Armstrong. Her father was born in Racine, Wisconsin, and her 
mother was a native of Germany, whence she came with her parents 
to the United States during her childhood.days. Mr. Armstrong was 
a consulting engineer with the Nordberg Manufacturing Company of 
Milwaukee throughout his entire business life and died in that city in 
19386. Mrs. Armstrong still makes her home in Milwaukee. The 
Doctor and his wife have had three children, but the eldest, Daniel 
Richard, who was born in February, 1939, died on the 5th of March 
of that year; Bernard J. Jr., born March 27, 1940, and Timothy 
Robert, born November 11, 1942, complete the family. 

Doctor Bertram is serving as examiner for the draft board, Local 
I, and is chairman of health and welfare of the O.C.D. He is a com- 
municant of the Catholic church and a member of the Knights of 
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Columbus and the Catholic Order of Foresters. He also has member- 
ship in the Junior Chamber of Commerce of Algoma, of which he is 
now the president. His outside interests are tennis, golf and gar- 
dening. 


EMERY A. ODELL, founder of the Monroe Evening Times, is a 
Wisconsin newspaper publisher with printer background dating back 
to the Washington hand press. A product of the country print shop, 
he not only grew up with the business, but he grew with it. His 
enterprising newspaper at Monroe is proof of his success. 

Newspapers during the sixty years of his printing career have 
become important business institutions in their respective cities. 
This has been due to efficient management, modern inventions, en- 
larged news coverage and more general usefulness, as well as keener 
public appreciation of the newspaper value to the community. 

The life story of Emery A. Odell is significant of the tremendous 
progress made in the last six decades in the publishing of newspapers. 
He was ten when his father, John W. Odell, moved his printing office 
from Jefferson, Wisconsin, to Monroe in 1881 to begin the publication 
of a weekly newspaper. Due to labor shortage and financial stringency 
as well, the boy was sweeping out the office; press day he was turning 
distributor rollers and shoving the roller that inked the type forms 
on the Washington hand press. Impressions, one sheet at a time, 
lowered by means of the press fly, were made by pulling a hand 
lever pressing a heavy spring. Odd times out of school he sat high 
on a printer’s stool atop a thick book, Ayer’s Newspaper Directory, 
to better reach the case as he learned to set type, picking one letter 
at a time. These were first steps in the trade where in time he made 
a weekly wage of from fifty cents to two dollars. 

Hardly prosperous enough in 1888, he set out at seventeen as a 
journeyman printer on a morning newspaper at Janesville, hand set 
under kerosene lamps except for the stereotype news plates expressed 
from Chicago, and printed on a Campbell drum cylinder. He was 
sticking type at Madison in 1891 on the Democrat when the first 
Mergenthaler linotype to be operated in Wisconsin was placed on 
the floor. Printers of the time agreed as they discounted its possi- 
bilities. The newspaper press was a Prouty flat bed. 

Working on a morning newspaper in Milwaukee in 1893, he found 
all Milwaukee papers still hand set, but it was not long before type- 
casting machines were displacing printers. Then Printer Odell took 
a jaunt to the World’s Fair in Chicago for its close in October, 1893, 
and, with funds depleted but finished in his trade, he turned newsman. 

Monroe had a half dozen papers; one, the Sentinel, was established 
in 1849. All were weeklies except the Moriroe Evening Times, pub- 
lished by the Odell family. Four sons, all at home, were printers. 
Mr. Odell took his father’s place as editor in November, 1893. His 
experience on the city papers was the stepping stone and he lost no 
time introducing the scarehead, and people liked the signs of new life. 

Merger of local newspapers and the subsequent consolidation in- 


volving the Sun, Gazette, Times and Journal left the Times as a daily 


in the discard, only to be succeeded by the Daily Journal, with Mr. 
Odell as its editor at five dollars a week. Each night’s dupe in Mil- 
waukee had paid him that and this spurred him to try a venture of 
his own. Accordingly, on October 13, 1898, he revived the Monroe 
Evening Times, largely out of his own optimism and with a $100 
note in the bank, secured by twenty signers, among them substantial 
business men. Early demise was predicted as the success of the 
venture was doubted. Monroe’s population was less than 5,000 with 
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the field already well occupied. Two daily papers continued in 
spirited rivalry for thirty years, the Times absorbing the Journal 
in 1927. The Times is now the only newspaper left in Monroe. 

The Times was an early supporter of the senior Robert M. La 
Follette at a time when daily newspaper support was limited to a 
few cities, LaCrosse Tribune, A. M. Brayton, editor; Racine Times, 
Walter S. Goodland, editor; Oshkosh Northwestern, John Hicks, pub- 
lisher; Beloit News, D. B. Worthington, publisher; and the Monroe 
Evening Times. Then came World War I and the parting of the 
ways for many followers. The Times has sinee been independent 
Republican in its politics. 

The Times has been maintained in accordance with the highest 
newspaper standards and thus has merited the liberal patronage 
accorded it. Mr. Odell in his newspaper work from early manhood 
displayed perception as to news the home readers wanted, was 
energetic and breezy in getting it into print, following the policy of 
presenting the news promptly, accurately, fairly and interestingly. 

Recognizing dairying as contributing millions each year to the 
wealth of the people of Green County in outside money coming 
directly to the farmers, the Times was awake to the unique character 
of the industry in the small area of twenty-four square miles, wherein 
is concentrated the major production of Swiss and Limburger cheese 
of the United States. Mr. Odell and the Times have been a potent 
influence in making Monroe widely known as “The Swiss Cheese 
Capital of the U. S.A.” 

Mr. Odell’s “Swiss Cheese History,” published in 1939, is an 
interesting story of this distinctive dairy development in Green 
County from its origin, which marked the introduction of the manu- 
facture of Swiss cheese in Wisconsin. The Green County Historical 
Society accepted his site designations and markers establishing the 
locations of the first Swiss and Limburger cheese factories. Mr. 
Odell is a curator of the State Historical Society. 

Mr. Odell was postmaster of Monroe from 1910, appointed by 
President William Howard Taft, and with two appointments by 
President Woodrow Wilson based on merit rating. He resigned in 
1925 under President Calvin Coolidge. Retiring with a record of 
proven efficiency in directing Monroe’s postal service, he was prompted 
by desire to give his undivided attention to his newspaper. He re- 
garded public office as a public trust and it is well known that no 
trust reposed in him has ever been betrayed in the slightest degree. 

When the Times began publication it had no linotype; now it 
has five and the full Associated Press teletype news service. Then 
there were no college graduates in journalism, just working news- 
paper men. The publisher did everything. Water motor supplied 
power in the absence of electricity; there were no typewriters, no 
telephones as now, no automobiles, economic stabilizers, wage-hour 
law, or forty-hour week; no security of any kind. No one thought of 
taxes on income. 

Mr. Odell’s main concern was the mechanical production, but 
he early realized the importance of operating revenue. Subscriptions 
at ten cents a week and advertising space at five cents an inch were 
inadequate to sustain a newspaper, so he turned his interest to man- 
agement. The Times business forms are now considered models fit- 
ting the small city daily newspaper. 

With its modern equipment and building erected in 1922, the 
Times is known as an unusual small city plant. The publisher’s firm 
resolve from the beginning was to establish the paper on a cash basis. 
Subscriptions were cash in advance, discontinued on expiration—a 
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distinct innovation at that time. His ambition was to render the best 
possible newspaper service to his community. The Times today is 
generally credited as fully meeting the newspaper needs of its field. 

Mr. Odell is a native of Wisconsin, born at Janesville, October 


- 25, 1871, son of John W. and Christine Odell. He was married De- 


cember 14, 1898, to Amelia Burgy of Monroe. Mrs. Odell is a member 
of the Universalist church, former president of the Woman’s Club, and 
treasurer of the Wisconsin Federation of Women’s Clubs in 1931-382. 

A genealogy of the Odell family based on twenty-five years of 
original research by Mrs. Minnie A. Lewis Pool, an Odell descendant 
and nationally known genealogist, was published by Mr. Odell in 
1936. This established the Odell line through ten generations in 
America, connected with baronial ancestry in England. 

Mr. Odell, now identified with the First National Bank of Monroe 
as director, retains in his possession the cancelled note with twenty 
signatures that enabled him to borrow the $100 at the bank to launch 
his newspaper venture forty-seven years ago. 


MILLER, MAcKk & FAIRCHILD, one of the oldest law firms in the 
Northwest, originated as a partnership entered into by Asahel Fitch 
Jr. and William Pitt Lynde on September 2, 1842, when Milwaukee 
was an outpost in the Territory of Wisconsin. The variations of the 
firm name have been Finch & Lynde, 1842; Hubbell, Finch & Lynde, 
1844; Finch & Lynde, 1845; Finches, Lynde & Miller, 1857; Miller, 
Noyes & Miller, 1890; Miller, Noyes, Miller & Wahl, 1895; Miller, 
Noyes & Miller, 1900; and Miller, Mack & Fairchild, 1906 to date. | 

The partners have been Asahel Finch Jr., 1842-1883; William 
Pitt Lynde, 1842-1885; Levi Hubbell, 1844-1845; Henry M. Finch, 
1857-1884; B. K. Miller, 1857-1898; B. K. Miller Jr., associate 1882, 
partner 1885-1906; George P. Miller, associate 1882, partner 1885- 
1931; George H. Noyes, 1890-1906; George H. Wahl, 1895-1900; 
Arthur W. Fairchild, associate 1901, partner 1905 to date; Edwin S. 
Mack, associate 1893-1895, partner 1906-1942; James B. Blake, 
associate 1907, partner 1915-1934; J. Gilbert Hardgrove, associate 
1909, partner 1916 to date; Paul R. Newcomb, associate 1917, partner 
1923 to date; Bert Vandervelde, associate 1915, partner 1933 to 
date; Leon F. Foley, associate 1921, partner 1933 to date; Frederic 
Sammond, associate 1928, partner 1933 to date; and Vernon Swanson, 
associate 1931, partner 1948 to date. 

Except for Judge Hubbell, who withdrew about November 15, 
1845, Judge Noyes, who left on February 1, 1906, to become general 
counsel for the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, and 
B. K. Miller Jr., who retired from practice in 1906, no partner left 
the firm prior to death. 

Mr. Asahel Finch was born in Cayuga County, New York, in 
1809. His English forebears came to America in 1632. The name 
appears on a monument in Wyoming, Pennsylvania, erected to the 
memory of the pioneer victims of the Wyoming Massacre during the 
Revolutionary War, of whom his grandfather was one. He became 
a resident of Tecumseh, Michigan ; read law at Adrian in that state; 
served in the State Legislature; aided in the settlement of the 
Michigan-Ohio boundary dispute; and settled in Milwaukee in 1840. 
He was a Whig, and was once a candidate against his partner, Lynde, 
a Democrat, in a race for Congress. He took a deep interest in the 
slavery question, and was active in the underground railroad, aiding 
escaping slaves on their way to Canada. 

William Pitt Lynde was born in Sherburne, New York, in 1817, 
was graduated with highest honors from Yale at twenty-one, studied 
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law at New York University and at Harvard, and settled in Milwaukee 
in 1841. He was a Democrat in politics and was much in public office, 
president of the trustees of the village of Milwaukee, territorial at- 
torney general, United States district attorney, first member of 
Congress following statehood, mayor of Milwaukee, assemblyman, 
state senator and member of the forty-fourth and forty-fifth Con- 
gresses. In Congress he served on the judiciary committee, was one 
of the House managers in the impeachment trial of Secretary of War 
Belknap, and took an active part in the Hayes-Tilden contest. He 
favored the setting up of the electoral commission, but strongly dis- 
approved of its decision. 

Mr. B. K. Miller and his sons, B. K. Miller Jr. and George Peckham 
Miller, carried on for nearly seventy-five years of the firm history 
from 1857 to 1981. 

Andrew Galbraith Miller, the father of B. K. Miller, was ap- 
pointed federal judge in the territory by President Martin Van Buren 
- on November 8, 1838, and, when the state was admitted to the Union, 
was made judge of the Federal District Court, which position he held 
until January 1, 1874, when he retired. His ancestors settled in 
America prior to the Revolution. The Miller name is traced from 
Scotland into Ireland, and thence to Pennsylvania. The Galbraiths 
(his mother’s family) came from Queenstown with William Penn. 
The family of his wife, Caroline Elizabeth Kurtz, originated in Ger- 
many and immigrated to America in 1745. 

B. K. Miller received his early education in Milwaukee, spent two 
years in Washington College, Pennsylvania, studied law with his 
father, was admitted to practice in 1851, and became a member of 
this law firm in 1857. 

It was said of him that his forum was the office, his business to 
advise, to negotiate, to resolve disputes, to disentangle and reestablish 
complicated and tottering businesses, to settle estates and to execute 
trusts. He was a provident and cautious manager of trust funds. 

George P. Miller was born October 12, 1858, was educated at 
Markham’s Academy in Milwaukee, at Sellick’s School at Norwalk, 
Connecticut, and Pennsylvania (now Gettysburg) College at Gettys- 
burg, Pennsylvania, graduating in 1877 with the degree of Bachelor 
of Arts. He then pursued studies in Roman law and the philosophy 
of the law at the German universities of G6ttingen and Breslau, 
graduating from Gottingen in 1880 with the degree of Juris Utriusque 
Doctor cum laude. 

When he and his brother, B. K. Miller Jr., became associated with 
the firm the original partners were still living, as were also H. M. 
Finch and B. K. Miller. The Finches and Lynde died about the same 
time, and they, with their father, carried the brunt of the work 
from that time on. 

George P. Miller became a profound student of the English com- 
mon law, bringing to his work in the field of American law a rich 
background of knowledge of the civil law -which is the foundation of 
the legal systems of most of the continental Huropean countries. 

B. K. Miller Jr. was born June 6, 1857, graduated from Pennsyl- 
vania College with the degree of Bachelor of Law in 1877, was ad- 
mitted in 1880, and was a member of the firm from 1885 until 1906, 
at which time he withdrew from practice. He was an able lawyer 
with many diversified interests, which he gratified more fully after 
his retirement. 

Mr. Mack and Mr. Fairchild, during their periods of service 
both as associates and as partners, left a deep impress on the work 
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of the office. Mr. Mack was born at Cincinnati, Ohio, on December 
27, 1869, was educated in the Milwaukee public schools and attended 
Harvard University from 1887 to 18938, receiving his A.B. in 1891, 
and his A.M. and LL.B. in 1893. He was graduated magna cum laude, 
and was on the Law Review while in school. He was an intense student 
and a very active practitioner, and contributed a great deal to the 
development of the law of the state. 

Mr. Fairchild, the senior member of the firm today, is the subject 
of an article elsewhere in this work. 

Many able lawyers have from time to time been associates of the 
office, among them Edward George Ryan, later chief justice of the 
state; General John C. Starkweather; Colonel Gabe Bouck; James 
Ross Mellon, an elder brother of Andrew Mellon, former secretary 
of the treasury; Ferdinand A. Geiger, later federal district Judge; 
Maurice A. McCabe; Claude J. Hendricks; George B. Luhman, now 
president of First Wisconsin Trust Company; and Elwyn Evans, 
now. president of the Wilmington Trust Company. Space does not 
permit of the listing of others. 

The firm and its associates from time to time have figured prom- 
inently in connection with the history of the state, the development 
of its industries, its financial institutions and of various public 
utilities, and the development and settlement of the laws in connec- 
tion therewith. 


ARTHUR W. FAIRCHILD is a Milwaukee attorney with offices at 
735 North Water Street, practicing as a member of the well known 
law firm of Miller, Mack & Fairchild, the original firm having been 
organized over one hundred years ago. Many changes have since 
occurred and today Mr. Fairchild is the senior partner. 

Mr. Fairchild was born in Marinette, Wisconsin, December 11, 
1876, a son of Hiram Orlando and Emma (Hough) Fairchild. The 
family is of English descent and was established in America when 
this country was still numbered among the colonial possessions of 
Great Britain. The early representatives of the family on this side 
of the Atlantic settled in Massachusetts and Vermont, and the family 
name appears on the rolls of those states among those who fought 
for American independence in the Revolutionary War. The paternal 
grandfather of Mr. Fairchild, John B. Fairchild, was a pioneer min- 
ister of the Presbyterian church. He was born in Vermont in 1804 
and was a graduate of the University of Vermont. He married Laura 
Bigelow, a graduate of a college in Troy, New York, and later estab- 
lished and conducted for many years a girls’ school in Virginia. 
Subsequently he moved to Newtown, Indiana. In 1863 he brought his 
family to Marinette, Wisconsin, where he lived until his death in 
1884. Rev. John B. Fairchild did much to promote the religious 
development of the Middle West, founding churches in several com- 
munities in upper Michigan, Indiana and northern Wisconsin. In his 
autobiography he gives a description of his first visit to Wisconsin. 
“We came up the west shore of Lake Michigan (1863) and stopped 
at Minniekaumie, a clearing surrounded by deep forests. The Indians 
had not yet struck their tents.” Minniekaumie is today a part of 
the city of Marinette. 

Hiram Orlando Fairchild, son of Rev. John B. Fairchild, was 
born in Newtown, Indiana, in 1845. He was graduated from Wabash 
College at Crawfordsville, Indiana, with the class of 1866 and later 
qualified for the bar. He practiced his profession in both Marinette 
and Green Bay, Wisconsin. In the latter place he was a member of 
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the well known firm of Greene, Vroman & Fairchild and its successors 
for many years. He was elected to the Assembly and served as speaker 
of the House in 1884 and 1885. His death occurred in Green Bay, 
October 25, 1925, at the age of eighty years. His wife, Emma (Hough) 
Fairchild, was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1846, and was a daughter 
of George and Caroline (Williams) Hough. Their family numbered 
two sons and two daughters, the living daughter being Caroline, who 
married Herbert L. Kimball and is now living in Spokane, Wash- 
ington ; while Herbert B. Fairchild makes his home in New Rochelle, 
New York, and is connected with the New York Sun. 

The third member of the family is Arthur W. Fairchild, who 
attended the public schools of Marinette, graduating from high school 
‘ with the class of 1893. He then entered the University of Wisconsin, 
where he won the B.L. degree in 1897 and the degree of LL.B. in 
1901. Before going to the University he had spent a year in his 
father’s law office in Green Bay, and during the year became con- 
vinced that he would find the legal profession a congenial one. After 
completion of his studies in Madison he came to Milwaukee and was 
employed by the firm of Miller, Noyes & Miller as an associate and in 
1905 was admitted to a partnership, the firm style then being Miller, 
Noyes & Miller. When Judge George H. Noyes became counsel for 
the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company of Milwaukee, 
Edwin 8. Mack became a member of the firm and the present name 
of Miller, Mack & Fairchild was adopted. This firm continues in 
general practice of law although specializing to a large extent in 
corporation law. 

In addition to his law work Mr. Fairchild is associated with many 
business enterprises in Wisconsin and elsewhere, being now a director 
of the National Rivet & Manufacturing Company, the T. A. Chapman 
Company, the Square D Company, the Mid-State Manufacturing 
Company, the Shaler Company, Graham Transmissions, Inc., River- 
side Realty Company, Milwaukee Sanitarium, the Kurth Malting 
Company, the Dartwell Company and the Fox Point Corporation. 
He was also special attorney in war activities for the Federal Trade 
Commission at Washington, D. C., from August 1 to October 15, 1917. 

Later in the same year Mr. Fairchild was appointed a major in 
the ordnance department of the United States Army and later became 
a lieutenant colonel in that department, first having charge of the 
procurement of war materials and, later in 1918, being assigned to 
a special mission in Europe by the secretary of war, and during the 
war period was in many sections of France and Britain. 

On the 19th of April, 1911, in Milwaukee, Mr. Fairchild married 
Edith Hansen, a native of this city and a daughter of Carl and 
Gertrude (Doellen) Hansen, members of a well known Milwaukee 
family previously connected with the Hansen Malting Company. Mr. 
and Mrs. Fairchild have a daughter, Edith Hansen, who is a graduate 
of Downer Seminary of Milwaukee and of the Shipley School and 
of Bryn Mawr College, both of Bryn Mawr,:-Pennsylvania. She com- 
pleted her course in the latter institution in 1936. She is now the 
wife of Arthur J. Frank, an engineer with the Chain Belt Company 
of Milwaukee. He is a graduate of the Milwaukee Country Day 
School and of the Sheffield School of Yale University. 

Mr. Fairchild belongs to the Milwaukee, Milwaukee Country, Uni- 
versity and Milwaukee Athletic clubs and to the University Club 
of Chicago. His college fraternities are Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Delta 
Phi and Phi Delta Theta, while along strictly professional lines his 
connections are with the Milwaukee and New York City Bar associa- 
tions, the Wisconsin State and the American Bar associations. His 
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life has been spent in the practice of the law in association with 
probably the oldest law firm in the Middle West and one of the 
oldest in the United States. 


C. RAY CHRISTIANSON, who from an humble start in the business 
world has gradually worked his way upward step by step to the 
important position of assistant general manager and general super- 
intendent of the Leathem D. Smith Shipbuilding Company of Sturgeon 
Bay, was born in the town of Nasawaupee, Door County, Wisconsin, 
February 20, 1903, a son of Karl and Mary (Hanson) Christianson, 
who were natives of Norway and came to the United States with their 
respective parents in their childhood days, Mrs. Christianson having 
been sixteen years of age when the Hanson family crossed the Atlantic 
in a sailing vessel which was seven weeks in completing the voyage. 
Karl (Charles) Christianson made the trip on a steamboat when a 
youth of sixteen. The Hanson family settled at Clay Banks, Door 
County, which was then called Horns Pier, and the Christianson 
family also took up their abode at Clay Banks. Kar] Christianson took 
up the occupation of farming, cultivating a tract of land in the town 
of Nasawaupee until his death. He was killed by falling off a load 
of hay in October, 1902, four months before his son Carl R. was born. 
The mother continued to operate the farm for twelve years after her 
husband’s death and then removed to Sturgeon Bay. Her death 
occurred in September, 1944. 

Carl Ray Christianson was educated in the schools of the town 
of Nasawaukee and of Sturgeon Bay, but when comparatively young 
left school in order to go to work, but since that time has taken a 
course in structural engineering through the international corre- 
spondence schools. In his boyhood he worked on his brother’s farm 
and for a time worked for his uncle. When thirteen years of age he 
came with his mother to Sturgeon Bay and was employed in a grocery 
store for a year and a half, after which he obtained a position in the 
Sturgeon Bay Box Factory. At the age of seventeen years he went 
to Colorado with his brother and for two years worked in the steel 
mills at Pueblo, after which he returned to Sturgeon Bay and was 
again in the box factory for a short time. 

In January, 1924, he obtained a position with the Leathem D. 
Smith Dock Company, which carried on a coal business, and he worked 
on coal trucks. Since that time he has been with the company in 
various positions and in the fall of 1927, when it became necessary to 
send a supervising installation engineer to England, Mr. Christianson 
was chosen. He went to the Swan-Hunter-Wigham-Richardson Ship- 
yard at Walls-End on Tyne, where he supervised the installation of 
one of Leathem D. Smith’s self-unloaders, and this shop is still operat- 
ing on the Upper Great Lakes between Canada and the United States. 
In 1928 Mr. Christianson went to Cleveland, Ohio, on a similar mission 
and made the same kind of installations in various other parts of the 
country, the most recent of which was a trip to California in 1934 
for trial runs on the self-unloading cement boat, in connection with 
which he had previously supervised the installation at the plant of 
the Sun Shipbuilding Company at Chester, Pennsylvania. In 1929 he 
was advanced to the position of general superintendent of the Leathem 
D. Smith Shipbuilding Company and has since served in that capacity 
with the exception of one year when he directed the work of the Erie 


Shipbuilding Company at Buffalo, New York, as general manager, 


and two years at the Sturgeon Bay Shipbuilding & Dry-Dock Company 
as general superintendent. In September, 1941, he returned to the 
Leathem D: Smith Shipbuilding Company as assistant general man- 
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ager and general superintendent and has since filled this important 
dual position, having thorough understanding of the work and thereby 
is wisely directing the efforts of those who serve under him. 

On the 18th of April, 1923, Mr. Christianson married Myrtle Ruth 
Dickinson, a daughter of Alonzo and Ann Margaret (Hettiger) Dick- 
inson, natives of New York and of Algoma, Wisconsin, respectively. 
The father was a nurseryman and later engaged in farming in Door 
County. His wife died in 1919, while he survived until 1941. Mr. 
and Mrs. Christianson are the parents of a son and two daughters: 
Roland Charles, who was born in January, 1925, was graduated from 
the Sturgeon Bay high school and attended the Michigan State Uni- 
versity at Ann Arbor for a year; Marilyn Marguerite was born July 
26, 1929; and Dorothy Fay, was born November 4, 1931. The son, 
Roland Charles, won an appointment at the U. S. Naval Academy at 
Annapolis, but was unable to carry on because of his physical condi- 
tion. However, he enrolled in January, 1944, as a cadet in the U. S. 
Merchant Marine. His preliminary training was taken at San Mateo, 
California, then for seven months he was at sea for practical training, 
and is now attending Kingspoint, New York, Merchant Marine Acad- 
emy, from which he will graduate as third mate and an ensign in 1946. 

Mr. Christianson is a Mason and his wife belongs to the Eastern 
Star, in which she is now serving as associate matron and she also 
belongs to the Woman’s Club, in which she takes an active part. Mr. 
Christianson is interested in the Boy Scout movement, served for two 
years as scoutmaster and is now scout committeeman. He belongs 
to the Moravian church, in which he was formerly financial secretary 
and he has membership in the Masonic order and the Lions Club, while 
his political support is given the Republican party. 


JUDGE CLAYTON F. VAN PELT, who formerly occupied the bench 
of the Eighteenth Circuit Court of Wisconsin, became identified with 
the legal profession in 1922, and his record has at all times conformed 
to the highest standards of manhood and citizenship. Fond du Lac 
County has reason to be proud of him as one of her native sons. He 
was born on a farm in the town of Forest, April 26, 1895, a son of 
George and May (Lyon) Van Pelt, the father born in the State of 
New York and the mother in Fond du Lac County. The Van Pelt 
family is of Holland Dutch descent and George Van Pelt, after leaving 
the East, took up farming in Wisconsin. Both he and his wife are 
still living and make their home in the city of Fond du Lac. 

After-attending the public schools of Forest and of Greenbush, 
Sheboygan County, Wisconsin, Judge Van Pelt continued his educa- 
tion in the Fond du Lac high school, from which he was graduated 
with the class of 1914. In the same year he began providing for his 
own support. It had been his boyhood’s ambition to become a mem- 
ber of the bar and in the fall of that year he enrolled as a law student 
in the University of Wisconsin, at the same time eagerly embracing 
every opportunity that would enable him to meet the expenses of the 
course. He did farm work, waited on tables and in the summers of 
1914, 1915 and 1916 he was with the Chicago & North Western and 
with the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad companies in sur- 
veying their properties in the states of Iowa, Illinois, Kansas, Ne- 
braska and Wyoming to determine tax values of real estate under 
rulings of the Interstate Commerce Commission. During his student 
days at the University of Wisconsin he was a member of the Philo- 
mathea Debating Society and of Sigma Alpha Epsilon, while his legal 
fraternity is Phi Delta Phi. While still studying he enlisted in the 
United States Navy, May 7, 1917, and was called to active service in 
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September following. He was sent to Newport, Rhode Island, where 
he successfully passed the examination that won him the commission 
of ensign, and he was in active service as drill officer and on sea duty 
on the battleship Massachusetts. He also did convoy duty on the 
U.S.S. Don Juan de Austria, receiving his discharge July 19, 1919. 

Resuming the study of law at the University of Wisconsin, Judge 
Van Pelt was graduated with the class of 1922 and began his law 
practice in Fond du Lac, being associated with T. L. Doyle and Law- 
son KE. Turvey until appointed by Governor Kohler, on May 9, 1929, 
to the position of judge of the FKighteenth Judicial District. He be- 
came one of the youngest judges of the state and presided over one 
of the largest districts, composed of Fond du Lac, Columbia, Mar- 
quette, Adams and Green Lake counties. He presided in one of the 
state’s most famous cases, that of Wisconsin versus Joseph T. Boyd, 
involving fraudulent sales of securities and bringing out several] new 
points of law. His decisions were at all times strictly fair and impar- 
tial; based upon a broad and comprehensive legal knowledge com- 
bined with correct recognition of the equity in the case. 

On November 1, 1943, Judge Van Pelt resigned from the High- 
teenth Circuit to become president of the Fred Rueping Leather Com- 
pany, a Wisconsin tannery located in Fond du Lac. Shortly there- 
after he was elected director of the American Hair & Felt Company 
of Chicago; the First Fond du Lac National Bank; and the Employers 
Mutual Insurance Company of Wausau, Wisconsin. He is also in- 
terested in the Corium Farms Dairy, of which he is secretary and 
treasurer. The company owns an unusually fine stock farm, on which 
is a large herd of Guernsey cattle. 

Judge Van Pelt’s interest in matters vital to the welfare and prog- 
ress of city and state has been manifest in many tangible ways, his 
public service ever being of a most constructive character. He was 
public administrator in 1928 and was a member of the school board 
in 1928 and 1929, but resigned when appointed to the bench. He isa 
past president of the Fond du Lac County Bar Association and be- 
longs to the Wisconsin Bar Association, of which he was chairman 
in 1941, and to the American Bar Association. He is a past president 
of the Alumni Association of the University of Wisconsin and a past 
president of the Rotary Club. He has been very active and prominent 
in the work of the Elks lodge, of which he was exalted ruler in 1924- 
25 and for five years was a member of the Grand Forum of the Grand 
Lodge of Elks, during one year of which he served as chief justice. 
In 1934 he instituted in the Fond du Lac lodge a program of study of 
the Constitution and Americanism, sponsored by the order in the 
public schools, with the award of a scholarship given to the winner 
of an essay written upon a subject of that nature. The work did not 
stop here, for the plan was adopted by all the thirty-eight Elks 
lodges in the state and the scholarships are supplemented by a grand 
prize of $600. The schools have been enthusiastic in their coopera- 
tion and the plan has resulted in important changes in the methods of 
teaching civics and the questions of American citizenship. Judge 
Van Pelt also belongs to the Masonic Lodge No. 140 of Fond du Lac; 
to the Madison Club, Madison, Wisconsin; the Union League Club of 
Chicago, Illinois; and to the University Club of Milwaukee. He 
is also deeply interested in the work of the Rotary Club in behalf of 
the Boy Scouts. He also belongs to the American Legion and the 
40 and 8. 

On the 27th of July, 1923, Judge Van Pelt married Florence E. 
Rueping, daughter of Fred J. and Lena (Mollitor) Rueping, of Fond 
du Lac. The Rueping family, through the F. Rueping Leather Com- 
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pany, has been among those who are most prominent in the city’s 
industrial development. Judge and Mrs. Van Pelt have two children, 
Consuelo, a student in the Milwaukee Downer Seminary, and Dirk 
Stuart Van Pelt. 


EDWARD D. WEBER, the vice president and superintendent of 

machinery installation of the Leathem D. Smith Shipbuilding Com- 
pany of Sturgeon Bay, was born in Detroit, Michigan, January 7, 
1873, a son of Edward J. and Margaret (McDonell) Weber, the father 
born in the State of New York, while the mother was a native of Nova 
Scotia. The father, Edward J. Weber, learned the boilermaker’s 
trade in early life and afterward operated boiler works in Bay City, 
Michigan, for many years. When he sold his business there he 
removed to Muskegon, Michigan, where he continued in the same line 
of business until his death, which occurred in September, 1890, while 
his wife passed away in May, 1915. 
‘ In the schools of Bay City, Michigan, Edward D. Weber pursued 
his education and in time was graduated from the high school, after 
which he made his initial step in the business world by becoming an 
engineer on salt water, sailing on the Bonavista from Montreal to 
Newfoundland and from New York and Boston to Kingston, Jamaica. 
Two years passed in that way, and in 1891 he took up similar work 
on the Great Lakes, being thus engaged until 1917. Previously he had 
come to Sturgeon Bay and worked for Thomas H. Smith, father of 
~ Leathem D. Smith, sailing as engineer on the Thomas H. Smith, a 
boat that was sunk in 1893. He continued to sail for Mr. Smith until 
1917, when he went into a shipyard at Manitowoc, Wisconsin, as a 
machinist, there remaining for five years. On the expiration of that 
period he joined the Leathem D. Smith Dock Company, now the 
Leathem D. Smith Shipbuilding Company, and he installed the ma- 
chinery in the nine tugs which the company built for the Government 
in World War I. In 1924 he became superintendent of machinery for 
the Universal Shipbuilding Company of Sturgeon Bay, thus continuing 
for a year, but in 1925 returned to the Leathem D. Smith Shipbuilding 
Company as superintendent of machinery installation, which position 
he still fills, thus joining that group of most efficient men who direct 
the work of this corporation and have gained for it high rating as 
one of the foremost enterprises of the kind. In 1938 he was elected 
to the vice presidency of the company, in which he is also one of the 
stockholders. His constantly broadening knowledge and increasing 
skill since he entered this line of business in early manhood have 
brought him steadily forward to a notable place in shipbuilding circles, 
and one which he has earned through merit. 

On the 15th of August, 1897, Mr. Weber married Anna Van Dreese, 
a daughter of Charles and Amelia (Andre) Van Dreese, the father 
a native of Belgium and the mother of Wisconsin. Coming to America, 
Mr. Van Dreese was a cook on the Thomas H. Smith boats at the 
lumber camps. Both he and his wife are now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. 
Weber have become parents of eight children: Daniel, who was born 
June 27, 1898, and is now supervising engineer for the White House 
Milk Company at Manitowoc, Wisconsin; Margaret, who was born 
January 7, 1891, and is the wife of Michael Reinert, of Sturgeon Bay, 
where he is conducting a tavern; Charlie, who died at the age of 
twenty-seven years; Vivan, who was born in 1895, and is with the 
Leathem D. Smith Shipbuilding Company; Edward D. Jr., who is a 
pharmacist in the navy; Joseph, who is Diesel engineer with the 
Leathem D. Smith Shipbuilding Company; Gordon, who was born 
October 11, 1918, and is acting as assistant to his father; and Shirley, 
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who was born February 28, 1922, and is in the auditing department of 
the Leathem D. Smith Shipbuilding Company. 

The family residence is at 828 North Cedar Street in Sturgeon Bay 
and they are members of the Catholic church, Mrs. Weber taking a 
very active part in church work, while Mr. Weber is a member of the 
Knights of Columbus. His political allegiance has always been given 
the Democratic party since he attained his majority and he served for 
three years on the utility commission of Sturgeon Bay, while at all 
times he aids all civic measures which he believes will prove of benefit 
to the community. 


NORMAN O. SORENSEN is the president and manager of the Coun- 
try Gardens, Inc., with offices at 208 East Wisconsin Avenue in 
Milwaukee, and for many years he has been closely associated with 
the canning industry in Wisconsin, being now the secretary of the 
Coleman Canning Company of Coleman and of the Gillett Canning 
Company of Gillett, both in this state. It was in Gillett, Oconto 
County, that he was born January 1, 1905, his parents being H. C. 
: and Louise (Bocher) Sorensen. The father, who was born in Aaben- 
raa, Denmark, crossed the Atlantic when fourteen years of age, 
' becoming a resident of Wisconsin, where his remaining days were 
i passed. He was the manager of both the Coleman and the Gillett 
Canning companies and he passed from this life May 15, 1932. His 
t wife, Louise (Bocher) Sorensen, who is now living in Milwaukee, 
t was born in Bonduel, Shawano County, Wisconsin, a daughter of 
Louis Bocher, who was born in Germany and arrived in Wisconsin 
during the era of pioneer development in this state, after which he 
engaged in merchandising and in the hotel business in Bonduel and 
in Gillett. 

Norman O. Sorensen, the only child born to H. C. and Louise 
Sorensen, pursued his early education in the public schools of Gillett, 
passing through the grades and the high school, after which he en- 
rolled as a student in the University of Wisconsin, studying com- 
merce and law, but on the death of his father in 1932 he was obliged 
to leave college and become a factor in business life. The two enter- 
prises of which his father had been manager, the Gillett Canning 
Company and the Coleman Canning Company, were suffering from 
the depression, which was then at its height, and upon him devolved 
the responsibility of restoring them to a profitable basis. Previously 
he had been employed for a short time by the George A. Hormel 
Company, which constituted his entire mercantile experience, but 
with resolute spirit and determined purpose he took his father’s place 
in the canning companies, of which he was made the secretary, in 
which capacity he still continues. Through the intervening period 
his close application and untiring energy have proven important 
features in the restoration of the two canning factories to a profitable 
condition and he is well known in canning circles as a resourceful 
and forceful business man. 

Mr. Sorensen was also a moving factor in the organization of 
Country Gardens, Inc., a company merchandising over a million cases 
of canned foods, and of which he is the president and manager. In 
this he was associated with Frank F. Mohr, who is now the vice 
president of the corporation, which was formed to introduce to the 
public canned products of Wisconsin through an intensive advertising 
campaign, not only through the newspapers and magazines but also 
through radio broadcasting. Under one brand name they advertise 
the products of independently owned and operated canning com- 
panies, the Gillett Canning Company, the Coleman Canning Company 
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and the Rockfield Canning Company, with its three plants located 
at Rockfield, Washington County. The products handled are of high 
quality and are placed upon the market under the name of “Country 
Garden” for fancy goods, “Green Acre” for extra standard and 
“Crystal Brook” for standard. They thus handle various kinds of 
canned vegetables and fruits and are planning an expansion of the 
business that will give them control of the output of other canning 
establishments. The headquarters of Country Gardens was removed 
to Milwaukee in 1944, and the business seems to be developing with 
great rapidity, for its officials are men of broad experience in connec- 
tion with the canning industry in Wisconsin. 

Mr. Sorensen has long been active in the Wisconsin Canners As- 
sociation, of which he formerly served as president, and he was also 
at one time a director of the National Canners Association. At the 
present writing he is a member of its planning committee working 
out a food program in connection with Government agencies, and 
he also served as head of the processed food section of the Office 
of Price Administration in Washington, D. C. In 1937 he was elected 
president of the Canned Peas Marketing Institute and was continued 
in the office for three years. He is thus widely known in canning 
circles throughout the country, having advanced consistently to a 
position of leadership. . 

Mr. Sorensen continued to make his home in his native town of 
Gillett until a recent date, but when the office of Country Garden, 
Inc., was established in Milwaukee he became a resident of Wis- 
consin’s metropolis. He has here become a member of the Milwaukee 
Athletic Club. He has found pleasure and satisfaction in educating 
a young man, Glen C. Olson, who is now in military service as a 
member of the U. 8S. Marine Corps. 


CHARLES LEWIS HILL, of Rosendale, Fond du Lac County, is the 
dean of Guernsey cattle breeders in the United States. There is no 
man who has been more active in introducing Guernseys into this 
country or who has done more to improve the strain: . He isan 
acknowledged authority upon the importation, breeding and care of 
Guernsey cattle, and his contribution to the improvement of livestock 
interests, not only in Wisconsin but from coast to coast, is widely 
acknowledged. There is no phase of the business with which he is 
not familiar and the name of his farm, Sarnia, is known from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific. 

Mr. Hill was born in Rosendale, Wisconsin, September 5, 1869, a 
son of George Cook and Georgiana (Brainard) Hill. The father, who 
was born December 29, 1837, was a representative of an old New Eng- 
land family, his parents being Nathaniel and Marie (Wakeman) Hill, 
the former born June 18, 1793, in Connecticut, while the mother, also 
a native of the Nutmeg State, was born February 22, 1798. George 
Cook Hill with two brothers and sisters came from Connecticut to 
Wisconsin, and, settling in Fond du Lac County, he became a promi- 
nent farmer of Rosendale. The progressive spirit which has always 
characterized the family was his. He developed the strain of Flint 
corn and he was recognized for his services to agriculture by the 
University of Wisconsin. Associated with his son Charles, he began 
the breeding of Guernseys and the development of his Guernsey herds 
in 1887. 

Charles Lewis Hill received his educational training in rural 
schools, supplemented by short courses at the University of Wiscon- 
sin. Since 1887 he has engaged in the breeding of Guernsey cattle 
and is the oldest living pioneer in this line in the state, none other 
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having given attention to Guernseys for so long a.period. Since 1909 
he has made many .trips to the Isle of Guernsey and has imported over 
two thousand head of fine cattle. His stock farm is called Sarnia, 
which is the name that Julius Caesar gave to the Isle of Guernsey 
when he conquered England. Here the Hill family has lived since 
1853 and among its occupants is Charles Joel Hill, who is of the fifth 
generation. 

Charles L. Hill, whose name introduces this record, has devoted 
a large part of his life to managing sales and selling cattle on com- 
mission. In 1924 the Stout dispersal, with an average of over $1800, 
was the highest average ever attained at a Guernsey dispersal, with 
the. exception of Langwater Farms. The same year the Marsh-Wick 
sale averaged $2790, the highest average for the breed of any com- 
bination sale. Mr. Hill has managed sales from New Jersey on the 
east to California and Washington on the west, and has judged 
Guernseys at shows from Massachusetts and Delaware to Oregon, 
Washington and California, including five national dairy shows. He 
is the author of a book The Guernsey Breed, published in 1917. He 
has admitted his son to a partnership, so that the business is now 
carried on under the name of Charles L. Hill & Son. 

In addition to his livestock interests Mr. Hill was one of the or- 
ganizers and from 1903 until 1916 was president of the Rosendale 
State Bank. He has lectured before agricultural colleges and dairy- 
men’s associations on Guernsey cattle and the Isle of Guernsey, and 
he is a member of the National Dairy Association, of which he for- 
merly served as president. For more than a half century he has been 
a member of the American Guernsey Cattle Club, of which he was 
president from 1912 to 1914, a member of its executive committee for 
twenty-five years and now vice president. He was also one of the 
organizers and has served as president of the Wisconsin Live Stock 
Breeders Association, has been president of the American Dairy Fed- 
eration and has served as president of the Wisconsin Dairymen’s 
Association. 

On the 11th of November, 1911, Mr. Hill married Mina O’Neil, 
who is of Irish ancestry that settled in Wisconsin in pioneer times. 
They were among the first couples to be given a certificate of award 
by the University of Wisconsin for their contribution to agriculture. 
They have lived to celebrate their golden wedding anniversary, have 
reared a family of six children and now have sixteen grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren. Their children are: Mrs. Anna Louise 
Gray; George O’Neil, who is with the Wisconsin Department of Con- 
servation; Mrs. Margaret Muriel Orvis; Mrs. Jessie May Gates; John 
Dudley, who is operating Sarnia farm and is associated with his 
father in the Guernsey cattle commission business; and Mrs. Miriam 
A. Houston. 

The public welfare has always been a matter of deep concern to 
Mr. Hill and he has worked earnestly and effectively for the public 
good. He has long been a champion of the cause of temperance and 
is president of the Wisconsin Temperance Education Association. He 
is also deeply interested in the educational progress of the state, is a 
trustee of Ripon College and from 1915 to 1921 was a member of 
the State Board of Education. In 1911 he was president of the Wis- 
consin Board of Agriculture and from 1929 to 1938 was chairman of 
the State Department of Agriculture and Markets. In 1914 he was 
the Prohibition candidate for governor of the state and in 1916 for 
state senator. He served as deacon in the First Congregational 
Church at Madison during his residence there and is now a deacon in 
the Congregational church at Rosendale. He has been Sunday school 
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superintendent for more than twenty-five years and he has done much 
to uphold moral and religious standards among the people with whom 
he has been associated, accomplishing much in this way, just as he 
has done in business life. His hobby is seen in his very fine collection 
of English copper luster ware and in his collection of coins of Roman 
emperors issued before the A.D. period. Mr. Hill is a man whom to 
know is to esteem and honor, for his life has been purposeful and 
resultant and his activities have always been of a constructive nature. 


THe SCHOOL SISTERS OF NoTRE DAME, a religious community 
devoted mainly to the Christian education of youth, have their prin- 
cipal motherhouse for America in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The founda- 
tion in Milwaukee dates back to December, 1850, when Notre Dame 
Convent was only a very small house on the corner of Milwaukee and 
Knapp streets, commonly called “the little house with four chimneys.” 
The order is, however, much older than this first foundation in 
Milwaukee. 

The Congregation de Notre Dame was begun Christmas day, 
1597, in Lorraine, France, under the direction of Saint Peter Fourier, 
and its first superior, Blessed Alice Le Clerc. The Congregation grew 
rapidly in France, and toward the close of the seventeenth century 
it spread to Germany also. During the French Revolution all of its 
ninety convents in France were closed, and soon after, in the 
Napoleonic era, those in Germany suffered a like secularization in 
the attempt to crush religious organizations throughout Europe. A 
convent school in Ratisbon, Germany, was among those closed in 
1809, but it was from this house that within a few years the aims 
and spirit of the Congregation of Blessed Alice Le Clere were to be 
revived, In 1833 a pupil of this suppressed convent school, the future 
Mother Teresa, established the link between the French Congregation 
de Notre Dame and the new order which she founded under the 
title of Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame. It is this revived order 
which grew so rapidly that within fifteen years it was able to send 
Sisters to America. . 

Mother Teresa herself brought the first four Sisters from Munich 
to New York in July, 1847. These first Notre Dame Sisters who 
volunteered to dedicate their lives to the Christian education of 
youth in America were the forerunners of what was to become one 
of the largest female orders mainly devoted to education in this 
country. 

The first permanent foundation on the new continent was made 
at Baltimore, Maryland, where within a year three schools were 
opened by these intrepid pioneers. The year 1848 saw the arrival of 
eleven more Sisters from Munich, and the entrance of several Ameri- 
can girls into the order. These at once rendered their services in the 
schools and became devoted colaborers in the founding of the con- 
gregation in America. 

Just about this time Bishop Henni, pioneer bishop in Wisconsin, 
wished to have the Sisters take charge of the schools of his young 
diocese of Milwaukee, which had been erected four years previously, 
in 1844. While on a visit to Rome the bishop stopped at the principal 
motherhouse of the order in Munich and made final arrangements 
to have the American branch of the order establish its main mother- 
house in Milwaukee. 

Mother Mary Caroline, the first superior, at that time only twenty- 
six years of age, arrived in Milwaukee with three Sisters and a 
candidate just before Christmas in 1850. Their little home, pur- 
chased by Bishop Henni from a Presbyterian minister, was a two- 
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story brick house, thirty-two by thirty-six feet. It was located on 
a hill at the northeast corner of Knapp and Milwaukee streets. Here 
the courageous spirit of Mother Caroline met the frustrations and 
difficulties of those early days, which she and her associates en- 
countered undauntedly. 

On Christmas Day, 1850, the first Mass was celebrated by Bishop 
Henni in the little room which was set aside for a chapel. From 
this day on the work of the new foundation was carried steadily 
forward in its career of faithful service in the cause of Christian 
education of youth. From the smallest beginnings it was to grow 
into one of the largest teaching orders in the country. 

On the second day of January, 1851, Mother Caroline opened her 
first parochial schoo] in Milwaukee, in connection with St. Mary’s 
Church. Next she proceeded to build an addition to the small convent 
on Knapp Street, where she soon opened a select school for girls. 
This was attended by daughters of the best families of the city, 
among them the Juneau, Johnson, Furlong, Baasen, Greulich and 
other prominent pioneers. Additions to the convent on Milwaukee 
Street were before long used for a boarding school known as St. 
Mary’s Institute. 

The little convent extended its influence far under the direction 


of Mother Caroline, becoming a large institution with a splendid 


reputation. In the course of time she also founded day schools in 
various cities throughout the United States, from New York to 
New Orleans, and ranging from kindergarten through college. 

The work of the school Sisters had the endorsement not only of 
the church authorities but was generously supported by liberal gifts 
of the leading residents of that early day. In its early struggles the 
order found faithful friends among the people of Milwaukee and 
other cities of Wisconsin. A few of the well-known families whose 
aid was always offered included those of the Mitchells, Furlongs 
and Hathaways of Milwaukee, and John Lawler of Prairie du Chien. 

For forty-two years Mother Caroline remained in charge of the 
work of the School Sisters of Notre Dame. At her death, which 
occurred on July 22, 1892, the results of her great ability for organi- 
zation and her zeal for Christian education were evidenced over a 
wide area. She had founded 200 convents in the United States and 
Canada, and the 2000 Sisters were in charge of over 70,000 pupils. 

Today as the Sisters look forward to celebrating the centenary 
of the founding of the order in America they number 552 schools 
located in twenty-five states of the Union, besides thirty schools in 
Canada, twenty in South America and five in Porto Rico. At present 
the order has 6,158 members in America who are engaged in teaching 
over 143,000 children. Several special schools have been undertaken, 
among them one for Indians, one for Chinese, five for negroes and 
one for deaf mutes. The Sisters also have charge of six orphanages. 

As would be expected, Wisconsin is the state in which the Sisters 
are most largely represented. Having established the central mother- 
house in Milwaukee, it is from this city still that all Notre Dame 
activities radiate. Milwaukee alone has thirty-one schools conducted 
by the Sisters, while there are fifty-four schools in other parts of 
the state. 

Due to the steady growth of the order, although Milwaukee re- 
mained the principal motherhouse since the days of the energetic 
and zealous Mother Caroline, the work of the order has been divided 
among five provinces, with separate motherhouses located at Mil- 
waukee, Baltimore, St. Louis, Mankato, Minnesota, and Water- 
down, Ontario. 
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Mother Mary Fidelis, the present commissary general, resides at 
Notre Dame Convent, Milwaukee, in the imposing building which 
now occupies an entire block. The work of the school Sisters has 
progressed with the new and constant demands made on the congrega- 
tion since 1847. Its aims are still those of its founders, Blessed Alice 
Le Clere, Mother Teresa and Mother Caroline, namely, to develop 
the hearts and minds of youth for God and their country. 


NorA MARGARET FIDLER has been numbered for several years 
among the most efficient business women of Sturgeon Bay and is now 
the secretary-treasurer of the Fidler-Skilling Fuel & Dock Company 
of this city. She was born here May 31, 1885, a daughter of Louis 
and Nellie (Knudson) Fidler. Her mother, who was born in. Chris- 
tiania, Norway, in 1859, died in March, 1928, aged sixty-nine years. 
Her father, Louis Fidler, was born in Cleveland, Ohio, a son of Fred- 
erick and Anna E. (Drankler) Fidler. Her grandfather was born in 
Germany in 1801 and came to the United States in 1845. He had 
previously worked in a bank in Nassau, Germany, and after reaching 
this country settled in Cleveland, Ohio, where in 1851 he married 
Anna E. Drankler. In 1857 he brought his family to Door County, 
Wisconsin, where he entered eighty acres of land from the Govern- 
ment, paying only two hundred and fifty dollars for the entire tract, 
which was situated on section 23 in the town of Sevastopol. For 
seven years he tilled that place, after which he sold it and purchased a 
smaller place of ten acres for forty-five dollars, continuing the further 
cultivation of that farm until his death, which occurred in 18938, when 
he had reached the venerable age of ninety-two years. His wife, who 
was born in Germany in 1816, had died in 1888. 

Louis Fidler, son of Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Fidler, attended the 
No. 3 school on Bay Shore Drive and later was school clerk and treas- 
urer for many years. He early learned the carpenter’s trade and 
became a building contractor. He was also a lineman for the telephone 
company for a number of years and at the same time he successfully 
operated the old home farm and a small cherry orchard. He likewise 
proved his loyalty to the cause of public education by serving as clerk 
of the school board for twenty-one years. He married Nellie Knudson 
in 1878, and she died March 26, 1928, when sixty-nine years of age, 
while Mr. Fidler reached the age of eighty-two, passing away in May, 
1936. They were the parents of the following named: Henry, Mel- 
bourn, Pauline (who died at the age of seven years), Nora, Clarence, 
Edward, Cecelia, Elsie, Elmer and Howard. The last named served 
in the United States Navy in World War I and died in the Marine 
Hospital in Chicago. 

Nora M. Fidler was educated in the schools of Sturgeon Bay and 
then became a telephone operator, working in that way for nine years. 
She next filled a position in the Charles Greisen general store of 
Sturgeon Bay for three years and then spent one year in the employ of 
the Noelk Music Store. On the expiration of that period she joined 
Albert Kalmbach, who was engaged in the wholesale and retail fish 
business, taking up the duties of bookkeeper, although she had no 
previous experience along that line, but that she made good in the 
position is shown by the fact that she continued in the work for 
thirteen years or until 1929, when she and Edward J. Skilling bought 
the Kalmbach business. They organized the Fidler & Skilling Fuel 
& Dock Company, and now conduct a general coal and ice business 
and also handle roofing, siding and stokers, stone and cement. They 
are accorded a gratifying patronage, as indicated in the fact that at 
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the outset they employed but two men and now keep from twelve to 
fourteen employes and operate eight trucks and one team. 

Miss Fidler lives on the old home farm, which is cultivated under 
her supervision, and she finds great interest in gardening. She 
belongs to the Business Woman’s Club and she gives her political 
endorsement to the Republican party. Her religious views are in 
harmony with the teachings of the Moravian church, in the work of 
which she takes a helpful part, being now the teacher of a class of 
boys in the intermediate department. 


ERNEST JAMES PERRY. Inseparably interwoven with the financial 
history of Fond du Lac is the name of Perry, for since 1855, or for 
a period of more than ninety years, the Perrys, father and son, have 
been active in the management and ownership of what is now the 
First Fond du Lac National Bank. No higher testimonial of effi- 
ciency and fidelity could be given than this statement and the bank 
largely stands as a monument to their service. 

Born in the city which is still his home, on May 11, 1878, Ernest J. 
Perry is a representative of one of the old families of the state, iden- 
tified with Wisconsin through the period when it was on the western 
frontier. His grandparents were Nathaniel and Margaret Perry, who 
removed from Green Bay, Wisconsin, to Taycheedah, Fond du Lac 
County, in 1842. At that time their son, James B. Perry, was eight 
years of age. He was born in Green Bay, August 25, 1834, and when 
a youth of fourteen years he secured employment in the office of the 
register of deeds, where he worked his way up to the position of 
deputy, thus gaining valuable business experience. In January, 1855, 
he entered the Bank of the Northwest, where he served successively 
as bookkeeper, assistant cashier and was then made cashier, con- 
tinuing with that institution until it was reorganized, December 12, 
1864, as the First National Bank, of which he was made cashier in 
January, 1866. He continued to act in that capacity for many years 
and was elected to the presidency of the First National in 1908. He 
did much to sustain and advance its standards and extend its business 
connections, and he was held in the highest esteem by the banking 
fraternity throughout the state. 

James B. Perry was also a very prominent, earnest and helpful 
member of the Protestant Episcopal church and served as a delegate 
to its general conventions. He belonged to the Cathedral Chapter of 
St. Paul’s Cathedral, was a member of the standing committee of the 
diocese of Fond du Lac and was treasurer and member of the board 
of trustees of the diocese. He became the first treasurer in 1873 and 
his son, E. J. Perry, became the second treasurer and is now serving. 
His work in behalf of the church was far-reaching and resultant, and 
his life always conformed to its teachings. He was married Septem- 
ber 20, 1864, to Clara N. Carey, daughter of William Carey, and they 
had two sons: Clitz Edwin, who died July 138, 1894, and Ernest J. 

The younger son, Ernest J. Perry, became a pupil in St. John’s 
Military Academy at Delafield, Wisconsin, where he was graduated in 
1890, and later he spent a year in St. Albans School at Knoxville, 
Illinois. On the Ist of July, 1891, he entered the First National Bank 
of Fond du Lac and has been identified with the business ever since. 
He had been with the bank for twenty-five years and had become 
familiar with all phases and details of the business when he was 
elected president in 1916. In 1918 the First National and the Fond du 
Lae National were merged and he then became president of the newly 
formed First Fond du Lac National Bank, his attention being now 
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given to the administrative direction and executive control of the 
bank, in which connection he has carefully safeguarded the interests 
of its depositors as well as of the stockholders. 

Mr. Perry is also a director and a member of the executive com- 
mittee of the Wisconsin Bankshares Corporation of Milwaukee and 
in 1918 he served as the president of the Wisconsin Bankers Associa- 
tion. His interest in the public welfare has been manifest in many 
tangible ways. He was the popular president of the Association of 
Commerce in 1912 and 1913, was president of the Fond du Lac Ro- 
tary Club in 1935-86 and was a member of the executive council of 
the American Bankers Association from 1919 to 1922. His political 
allegiance has always been given to the Republican party, but aside 
from exercising his right of franchise in support of the principles in 
which he so firmly believes he has not been an active political worker. 
He belongs to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and does everything in his 
power to promote its growth. Since 1894 he has been a trustee and 
the treasurer of the Protestant Episcopal diocese of Fond du Lac 
and is a trustee of Nashotah House, the Protestant Episcopal Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

On the 8th of November, 1906, Mr. Perry married Miss Jeanette 
I. Andrea, of Chicago, and they have a son and daughter. The elder, 
Andrea James, was educated at Culver Military Academy and Brown 
University and is now vice president of the First Fond du Lac Na- | 
tional Bank. He married Helen Barkhausen, of Green Bay, and their 
two children are Andrea J. Jr. and Katharine. The younger member 
of the family, Patricia Elizabeth, is a graduate of Agnes Scott Col- 
lege in Atlanta, Georgia. She married Robert F. Braun, of Sheboy- 
gan, Wisconsin, June 11, 1945. Mr. Braun is now captain and aide to 
General Leland Hobbs, commander of Thirtieth (Old Hickory) Di- 
vision and now (1945) in Germany. 


JOHN A. C. LIGHTNER, who has engaged in the practice of law in 
Milwaukee for twenty-three years, with offices at 231 West Wisconsin 
Avenue, was born in Ashland, Wisconsin, November 9, 1898, a son 
of John M. and Margaret (Driscoll) Lightner. The father was born 
at Crystal Falls, Michigan, and in 1888 removed to Wisconsin, set- 
tling at Ashland, near the border between the two states. There he 
established an insurance agency and carried on the business until his 
death on January 12, 1920. His wife, now living in Milwaukee, was 
born in Boston, Massachusetts, but during her early girlhood her peo- 
ple removed to Ironwood, Michigan, where she was reared, educated 
and married, coming as a bride to Wisconsin. John A. C. Lightner is 
descended from early American families of German ancestry. One of 
his great grandfathers in the paternal line was Leo Dimmers, who be- 
came a pioneer resident of Port Washington, Wisconsin, arriving there 
with the German colony in 1848, having come from Luxembourg. One 
of his daughters became Mrs. Lightner, grandmother of J. A. C. 
Lightner. His aunt, Elizabeth Lightner, sister of his father, became 
the wife of Fay Goodland, now deceased, who was a brother of Gov- 
ernor Walter S. Goodland. She is the mother of Judge Elmer Good- 
land of Racine. In the family of John M. and Margaret (Driscoll) 
Lightner were two sons and two daughters, one of the daughters 
being Mrs. John Flerchinger, a teacher in the Milwaukee schools. 

After mastering the branches of learning taught in the public and 
high schools of Ashland, John A. C. Lightner attended Beloit College 
and later enrolled as a student in the University of Wisconsin, but 
left there to enlist in the service of his country, then engaged in the 
first World War. He became a sergeant major of Motor Transport 
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Corps No. 57. After the Armistice was signed and he received his 
discharge he entered the law school of Marquette University and won 
his LL.B. degree in 1922. The same year he began practice in Milwau- 
kee, and throughout the entire intervening period he has occupied the 
same office in which he started and has always practiced independently 
of partnership relations, so that the substantial success he has achieved 
is attributable entirely to his own efforts and capability. The thor- 
oughness with which he prepares his cases is manifest in the correct- 
ness of his application of legal principles and precedents to the points 
at issue and in the success which follows his efforts. He is now devot- 
ing his attention principally to special tax work and is a state public 
accountant. 

For twenty years Mr. Lightner was a member of the Wisconsin 
Club and also belonged to the Milwaukee Athletic Club and the Benevo- 
lent and protective Order of Elks, but he has resigned from all of these 
because he could not take time from his work to attend their meet- 
ings. He still belongs to Alonzo Cudworth Post No. 23 of the Ameri- 
ean Legion, of which he became one of the original members. He 
makes his home with his mother and sister and is widely and favor- 
ably known in his adopted city. 


FRANK A. NELSON is an outstanding representative of industrial 
activity in Racine as president of Nelson Bros. & Strom Company, 
engineers and machinists. He was born October 8, 1894, in the city 
which is still his home. He is the son of Herbert M. and Sylvina 
E. (Jorgensen) Nelson, of Norwegian birth. The father was a 
native of Porsgrumn, Norway, the mother of Arendal, Norway. His 
grandfather on the paternal side was Marcus Nelson, who remained 
a resident of the Land of Fjords until 1869. He, with his family, 
then came to the new world, settling in Racine, where he established 
a tannery business. This he conducted during the remainder of his 
life. He was a man of high character, an earnest Christian gentle- 
man, one who was accorded the highest respect of his fellowmen. He 
died in 1900, at the age of seventy-eight years. His wife, Mrs. 
Marian Nelson, lived to the advanced age of eighty-seven years. 

Herbert M. Nelson attended school in Norway until he was eleven 
years of age, when he accompanied his parents to the United States. 
Here he continued his education in the Racine schools. After com- 
pleting his studies he worked with his father in the tannery. Later 
he went to Chicago, where he served as a member of the police force 
for ten years. Returning to Racine, he was associated with the 
Mitchell Wagon Company as superintendent of the paint department. 
In 1918 he retired from active business life to enjoy the well-earned 
rest of former toil. He died in March, 1940, aged eighty-one years, 
having long survived his wife, whose death occurred in 1902, when 
she was but forty-two years of age. 

Born and reared in Racine, Frank A. Nelson received his education 
in the public schools,. graduating from the Racine high school with 
the class of 1912. He then took up the work of accounting, which he 
followed for twenty-five years. For twenty years of that time he 
was with the Horlick’s Malted Milk Corporation. 

In September, 1919, he with his brothers Herbert M. and Lawrence 
B. Nelson, and Clifton O. Strom, organized the Nelson Bros. & Strom 
Company, a garage and automobile sales business. In addition to 
this they operated a small machine shop. From this has developed 
their present extensive enterprise. In 1941 they employed sixteen 
people. Their first plant embraced only four thousand square feet 
of floor space. Today they employ over four hundred people. Their 
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floor space covers one hundred and seventy-five thousand square feet, 
occupying a complete city block. Their building, four stories in 
height, is fully equipped with the latest improved machinery and 
devices for their work. They do special machinery building as well 
as a general line of engineering and machine work. By 1944 they 
were engaged one hundred per cent in critical war work. In this, 
their silver anniversary year, they were awarded the coveted Army- 
Navy “E” award for excellence in production. 

Nelson Bros. & Strom Company also own and operate the Racine 
Stoker Manufacturing Company. They manufacture a full line of 
automatic coal stokers, ranging from domestic to all sizes for com- 
mercial and industrial use. Thoroughness, efficiency and reliability 
have been the vital elements in the continued growth and expansion 
of their business, which has figured prominently as one of the leading 
productive industries of Racine. 

On the 19th of June, 1943, Mr. Nelson married Lillian F. Evans, 
only daughter of Dr. C. E. and France (Jones) Evans. Her father, 
son of Dr. KE. R. Evans, Racine’s first veterinarian, practiced here 
until his death in 1934, Dr. C. E. Evans was active in civic affairs, 
having served as a member of the city council for several terms. Mrs. 
Evans was a leader in club and fraternal organizations until her 
sudden passing in October, 1943. Mrs. Nelson is a graduate of Lake 
Forest University, a member of Sigma Tau Sorority. She, too, is 
active in church, civic and fraternal work. She is a past worthy high 
priestess of Bethany Shrine No. 7. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nelson are members of the First Baptist Church, 
Racine. Mr. Nelson was for many years active in the work of 
Christian Endeavor. He served as president of the Wisconsin State 
Christian Endeavor Union from 1926 to 1930. He has been a member 
of the choir of the First Baptist Church for over twenty years. His 
interest in music is further shown in his work as chairman of the 
music committee of his church. He also serves on its finance com- 
mittee. At all times he aids in promoting every department of church 
work. His political endorsement is given to the Republican party. He 
is a member of the Association of Commerce, interested in all of its 
plans and projects for the upbuilding and improvement of the city. 
His hobbies are collie dogs and golf. His game on the links affords 
him needed relaxation from the strenuous cares of a business which 
he aided in establishing and to the success of which he has contributed 
in so large a measure. 

The offices and plant of the company are located at 1620 Racine 
Street. Mr. Nelson’s residence is at 2007 Washington Avenue. 


REV. CLEMENT J. ZYCH is the pastor of St. Adalbert’s Polish 
Catholic Church of Milwaukee, situated at Twentieth and West 
Becher streets, having been appointed to this position in 19387. He 
was born September 24, 1882, in Slawionowo, Poland, a son of Joseph 
and Emily (Woda) Zych, and was only six months of age when 
brought: by his parents to the new world, the family home being 
established in Milwaukee. His parents are both now deceased. 

Father Zych began his education in St. Josephat’s pirochial school 
and later attended St. Joseph’s high school. Cherishing the idea of 
some day becoming a member of the priesthood, he enrolled as a 
student in St. Francis Seminary at St. Francis, Milwaukee County, 
and was ordained in 1907. His first appointment was as assistant at 
SS. Cyril and Methodius parish in Milwaukee, while later he was 
made assistant at St. Hyacinth’s parish here. His first pastorate 
came to him in 1913, when he was assigned to St, Adalbert’s Church 


VlIenOdel Ww 


deot stare Dropeior evita a be botbinud arto a9 9 
nt nvlvoyz — subline 148 dood vith shige & Gar e 
bas Yrs beroigi i goal ott dla bagi vllet al gis 
fiovr 2h 3 ud. ysortl ae iniaage OhovodT acw +52tf WP eevee 
quid SPOT wi wow oslishoiscit Bink grt io rings to onil Lideuiig 
was, al ely Sew 1eoitivo wi dnbscisg horbawd ono Lome: 
ri haboyow alt bobaawn orsy wd ser risaie vine taviey 
edanbbotg ii escaligoxs Hot bene “EY 
tise aft staxogo bug two wale yuaqinoD miorda A aud nests | 
to ott (het 4 outhoatuenay yout AgneHAe) quinone cotota <agl 
ity WUT noste We of oeumohi mor oniyaer jctodolm Liud.9 . é 
wWiiteilo: bau voisisitis aes tigairott 6 lareteuhti a. ab 
ieiRinyra baw diwore hevtiines Gad ab etuertilo hutiv off eet 
gnihutl sit i eto ee ‘Utasitinse: Nonuh ead doider <oanted sist To, 
tse Yo 2 Hadeubart oe 
eave SL railid bebrrene noeisht Mt eke! emer to (Get off oy 
Medtnt +: y enevS (toavl) daavT ibis AD ol to vaittquab 
guid bovis aaiianiieser jam eoninnh 2usvd 4 48 ath ios 
eee iio Hi avi96 as ettinett a 2 AM ai dteob aiet ‘\ rt 
we ariel britoves ot {toanod Vito 4M to wd 6 es avers . 
sed fay ancitesinagio fanastet? haan dolo fi itaheol c enw ara A 
sat to atantuergn ai aoale eel SPOT jrododot: ni aviaeng in 
a nt te wyittio'tse wat eatin to wodesorn n vibovielg dear 
Avid wANey img aed dae laneitsd boa vivio “oso ateviiog 
Po steed@ yruuiiod Ww westeorig., if 
Mein) teitqsG jaulT oft to avadmam ore atch 2M bow AME ney 
7o wtiow a1) 1. svilon aywoy vanity 16% naw noeley aM 


eis nienheei W of) to tmobieeiy sn bovis. OH sovesbal maid ; 
tdi s nsed 2sd oH BENT of OEOT mort adie sovecbnS neler a . 
SH .wieay Yidews seve Tob dayedt) tained se't'S- ot) Yes triode g ey) “s 
a Io famidds en How eid ni avo with 4 sinwm nl oF eiae 
“m0 sonsnl 281 wo eevive onla old ps > zid le oolitneaes of 7 
dois io Mentitsgeh wes a riuinoig wi khin of zomii Myth he 
si .yhag guoildyygon att o havik, Bi IeieROhds Ti i tilow ail a 


ati he fie af hoteswit sore? lo noiteioaes A odt to sed eeainn R 
“MS 283 to Justasvoxquti bun gviblicdyn st 402 atosiow bis 
abies. adult odd go sugy cil logy bea syob silfmo sits 
dsidw teoninad @ To 2stK9 anousiorte of} mot) abiiexting bobooe x 
betudisinod ead od daidw Lo xeasowe olf ot bon vcittaitdares at 
PRAT B 
anise USGL fe hetaccl oy ysaqeiey of} to tnly Deeg 
SNA dtgoidanY TORS je 21 sInebieone’ pods 


Seifet « “seach is 2 Yo. mes a WOYS 1 wee J 
fag bok sWhineaT tp ridin Yo Amdt if lorltis: 

oH TSO) af noiticog abt of gore used guived sso x pee 

dgeest Yo aoe & handot wwonalyee ui SATE 9 dri ef iid aa ne 

oa Ue Pe ste, aie ae aie Hen Moe ian } 

Ris Lisa A + Sag 


loorlse ene Toke on 92 
to abi ari, andar ay 


pert 
seh 2% : Pe matcs : 
Naihwady he 


: 
| 
i 
j 
f 
f 
f 
} 
| 
' 
t 


AT em RPE ST TT TT TT 


oe 


BIOGRAPHY 469 


in South Milwaukee, where he continued his labors for twenty-four 
years or until 19387. On the 27th of December of the latter year he 
was transferred to St. Adalbert’s parish in Milwaukee as pastor and 
has here since continued his labors. The rectory is situated at 1923 
West Becher Street. He has as his assistants the Revs. Joseph 
Kasperowicz, Casimir Kuszewski and Arthur Krawezyk. 

St. Adalbert’s parish was founded in 1908 and a church was built 
the same year, this serving the congregation until 1931, when the 
beautiful church edifice was erected at the corner of Twentieth and 
Becher. The school building was built in 1909 and the rectory the 
same year, while the Sisters Home was erected in 1911. Additions 
to these buildings have been made as needed and the property at all 
times has been kept in excellent condition, indicating the prosperous 
condition of the parish. The school, situated at 2125 South Nineteenth 
Street, has an enrollment of seven hundred and eighty pupils, under 
the charge and supervision of twenty-three Sisters of St. Joseph 
of the Third Order of St. Francis. There is also a junior high school, 
established in 1942, with an enrollment of thirty-one pupils. The 
parish has grown rapidly from the beginning, and since its establish- 
ment four parishes have been set off from it, thus constantly expand- 
ing the work of the church. In addition to his pastoral duties, Rev- 
erend Zych served as director of the Polish daily, Nowiny Poliske, 
in Milwaukee for some time. His entire work as a representative of 
the Catholic clergy has centered in the Milwaukee diocese and among 
the people of his own nationality, and his efforts have been most 
resultant and beneficial. 


JEssE ALLAN VAN NATTA has been superintendent of schools at 
Sturgeon Bay since 1928 and has been closely associated with the 
educational interests of Wisconsin since 1909, during which time he 
has made valuable contribution to progress in this field. He was born 
April 6, 1883, at Mount Zion (Cornelia) in Harrison township, Grant 
County, Wisconsin, a son of Hervey Love and Julia (Curnow) Van 
Natta, the former of Holland Dutch descent, while his mother’s par- 
ents came from England during the 1840s. The first representatives 
of the Van Natta family in this country arrived in New Jersey in 
1740, settling at Roxbury and what is now Belvidere, taking up their 
residence on land purchased from William Penn. A portion of that 
land was sold for a foundry site in 1741 and there iron cannon balls 
were cast for use in the Revolutionary War and five plate stoves, 
bearing the coat of arms of England, were cast to take the place of 
fireplaces for heating. The pioneer Van Natta died and his son John 
became executor of the estate, while later he served as a lieutenant in 
the War for Independence as a member of Captain Anderson’s com- 
pany, his official military papers bearing date of June 6, 1777. The 
Van Natta clan became interested in transportation on the Delaware 
River below the Gap, and some of the devices used in pulling the boats 
over the riffs, or rapids, are still in evidence. 

Aaron Van Natta, grandfather of Jesse Allan Van Natta, was 
born in Sussex, New Jersey, and on leaving that state removed to 
Fredericksburg, Virginia, whence he came to Wisconsin, locating on 
the Little Platte River, eight miles southwest of Platteville, in 1850. 
He married Elizabeth Kischpaugh, daughter of a saw mill owner of 
New Jersey. They had two sons who served with the Union Army in 
the Civil War and Morgan B. H. Van Natta lost his life while engaged 
in military duty in the South. 

Since the arrival of Aaron Van Natta in Wisconsin almost a 
century ago the family has been connected with this state and its 
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substantial development. Jesse A. Van Natta supplemented his ele- 
mentary education by study in the Platteville State Normal School, 
from which he was graduated in 1903, and later enrolled as a student 
in the University of Wisconsin, where he won his Bachelor of 
Philosophy degree at the completion of his course in 1921. His life 
has been devoted to the profession of teaching and administration. 
Through the scholastic year of 1903-4 he was teacher of a rural school 
in Mellen township, Menominee County, Michigan, and from 1904 
until 1906 he was teacher in the state graded school in Mifflin, Wiscon- 
sin. He next became teacher of mathematics and science in the high 
school of Dodgeville, Wisconsin, where he remained in 1907 and 1908. 
In 1909 he was chosen county superintendent of schools in lowa 
County, Wisconsin, filling that position most acceptably until 1918, 
during which time he did extensive work in student counselling and 
in high school planning, his efforts resulting in a high percentage of 
pupils of the rural schools entering high schools. He also promoted 
a revision of the curriculum to meet changes in vocational and social 
school subjects and was instrumental in the introduction of uniform 
text books. He likewise did much to promote music in the schools 
and acted as director of high school bands. 

In 1918 Mr. Van Natta accepted the proffered position of super- 
intendent of schools at Phillips, Wisconsin, where he remained until 
1928. His professional activities there had much to do with music 
organization, vocal, band and orchestra, and the direction of bands 
and orchestras. He also did experimental work in teaching geometry 
by laboratory methods and made a survey of errors in English and 
methods for their correction through the grades. He was likewise 
instrumental in accumulating records for grades and high school 
that would embrace academic tests, outside activities, personalities 
and estimates of teachers. 

Coming to Sturgeon Bay as superintendent of the city schools in 
1928, Mr. Van Natta’s education activities have since had to do with 
the revision of the curriculum to meet local needs and the introduction 
of full guidance and counselling procedure. He has worked for the 
levelizing of classes and graduation on three levels of attainment. He 
has organized a full music program, has introduced vocational work 
for farm boys and has developed an extensive course in speech and 
speech equipment. He has also advocated and promoted a full time 
physical education program for corrective activities and has made full 
records of individual students, complete through grades and high 
school. 

Mr. Van Natta was also a director of the Wisconsin Agricultural 
Association and secretary of a County Agricultural Society in lowa 
County. He has done special work in the introduction of purebred 
grains, in growing legumes and in soil improvement. He has served 
as president of the Wisconsin School Music Association. He 
has served as president of the Southern Teachers Association, as 
president of the Wisconsin County Superintendents Association and 
as president of the Wisconsin School Music Association. He has 
membership in the State and National Education associations. His 
interest in civic progress is shown in the fact that he occupied the 
presidency of the Chamber of Commerce at Dodgeville, Wisconsin. 
He was executive secretary of the County Council of Defense of Lowa 
County, Wisconsin, in World War I and was active in effecting the 
complete organization of all school districts into war drive units for 
the sale of stamps, bonds and for war education. He is now a member 
of the ration board of Sturgeon Bay and is war stamp chairman. 
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On the 29th of August, 1907, Mr. Van Natta married Nellie L. 
Holvenstot, a daughter of William and Marion Holvenstot, of Mar- 
quette, Wisconsin. They have one son, Clinton Allan Van Natta, who 
was born in 1908 and attended the University of Wisconsin and Ripon 
College. He married Caroline Peterson, of Sturgeon Bay. They have 
two children, Lynn Carol and Mary Joan. Mrs. Jesse A. Van Natta 
is a member of the local Art and Book clubs. Mr. Van Natta is a 
member of the Rotary Club. In his political views he is a Republican 
and a rugged individualist. He has worked effectively for the public 
good along many lines and his labors have been particularly outstand- 
ing by reason of what he has accomplished in the educational field, 
each school with which he has been connected benefiting materially 
by his carefully considered plans, his progressive methods and his 
determined effort. 


WALTER JOHN BRAND, who since 1935 has headed the business 
as president of Walter J. Brand & Company, Inc., handling general 
investment bonds and investment trusts, is a well known figure in 
financial circles not only of Sheboygan but of this entire section of 
the state; and few men are as well informed concerning financial 
affairs and market conditions. Born in Sheboygan, February 1, 1901, 
he is a son of Michael W. and Mary (Lackas) Brand. The father, a 
native of Freudenberg, Germany, was born October 10, 1865, and was 
sixteen years of age when in 1881 he came with his parents to Wiscon- 
sin, the family settling at Kingsbridge, Manitowoc County. In 1889 
Michael W. Brand came to Sheboygan and for thirty-three years was 
engaged in business as a dealer in musical instruments and sewing 
machines. In 1922, in connection with his son, Michael P., he estab- 
lished the M. W. Brand & Son Company, engaging in the real estate 
and insurance business. He retired from active connection with busi- 
ness affairs during the year 1941 and died March 30, 1948. On the 
6th of October, 1891, at Neosho, Wisconsin, Michael W. Brand mar- 
ried Mary Lackas, who was born in Germany, April 9, 1865, and was 
only three years of age when taken by her parents to Rubicon, Wis- 
consin. Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. Brand celebrated their golden 
wedding October 6, 1941. They had a family of six children, as fol- 
lows: Viola, Michael P., R. Bernard and Walter J., living in Sheboy- 
gan; Natalie and Tusella, who make Milwaukee their home. There are 
also four grandchildren, Mary, Barbara, Virginia and Dorothy. 

From the time he completed the work of the seventh grade in 
school Walter J. Brand has been self-supporting, and while attending 
high school he worked in manufacturing plants and attended night 
school in order to learn public speaking. He was a student in the 
University of Wisconsin in 1919-20, specializing in business admin- 
istration and commerce, working his way through by obtaining em- 
ployment in the state public health department in Madison and also 
working in the Kappa Alpha Theta sorority house for his board. He 
spent the scholastic year of 1920-21 in De Paul University, attending 
classes at night and working as a clerk in the daytime. Later he was 
assistant manager of the college girls’ and young men’s shoe depart- 
ment at Marshall Field & Company in Chicago. He was always deeply 
interested in human nature and made it a point to seek personal in- 
terviews with many of Chicago’s outstanding business men to learn 
how best to shape his own career and business life. 

In 1921 Mr. Brand became a sales representative of Edgar Ricker 
& Company of Milwaukee, one of the oldest firms in the general bond 
business in Wisconsin. He specialized in first mortgage investment 
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bonds. In 1927 he returned to his native city to become manager of 
the investment department of the Bank of Sheboygan, handling gen- 
eral, corporate, municipal and public utility bonds and later was 
elected bank employe and public relations officer and vice president. 
On the 1st of November, 1935, he established his own business, deal- 
ing in general investment bonds and investment trusts, becoming 
president of Walter J. Brand & Company, Inc., with offices in the 
Security National Bank building of Sheboygan. He has made a very 
keen study of financial history, depressions and their relation to 
human reactions, and he has made many talks on subjects of this 
character and ran a series of newspaper articles on financial condi- 
tions. 

On the 4th of November, 1933, Mr. Brand was married to Miss 
Mildred Koch, of Milwaukee, a daughter of Otto J. Koch, who was 
vice president of R. J. Johnson & Company, Milwaukee manufacturers 
of fine candies, cakes and biscuits. They have two daughters, Virginia 
and Dorothy. Both Mr. and Mrs. Brand are of the Catholic faith. 
She is very active in the Holy Family Society of St. Clements Church, 
in the Red Cross and in social and civic clubs. She is a past president 
of the Service Club and treasurer of the Sheboygan County Crippled 
Childrens Association. Mr. Brand is a fourth degree member of the 
Knights of Columbus and he is much interested in Catholic history. 
He is Catholic Action chairman of the Holy Name Society of Sheboy- 
gan County. He is deeply religious by nature and he has put into his 
business his religious tenets gained in his study of the church and 
religious philosophy, but without bigotry. He belongs also to the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, is an active member of the 
Rotary Club and belongs to the Pine Hills Country Club. He was 
president for two terms of the Sheboygan University of Wisconsin 
Alumni Association; was appointed, December 28, 1941, chairman of 
the Sheboygan County war, price and rationing board, from which 
he resigned in January, 1945. In April, 1945, Major Sommenburg ap- 
pointed him a member of the city plan commission, In 1943 and for 
two terms to 1946 Mr. Brand was appointed by the National Associa- 
tion of Securities Dealers, Inc., on the Business Conduct Committee 
in the State of Wisconsin. In politics he is a loyal Republican and for- 
merly served as secretary-treasurer of the Sheboygan Republican 
Club. His life story is one of steady progression, since in early boy- 
hood he started out on his own account, and the wise and intelligent 
use he has made of his time, his talents and his opportunities, has 
brought him to the prominent and advanced position which he now 
occupies in the financial circles of the state. Mr. and Mrs. Brand’s 
residence is 603 Superior Avenue, Sheboygan, and they have a sum- 
mer home at Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin. 


E. EUGENE KOHLS, a patent attorney of Milwaukee practicing as 
the associate of Ira M. Jones, took up active practice in 1986 and 
has made continuous progress in the intervening eight-year period. 
He was born in Milwaukee, May 10, 1902, a son of Rudolph and 
Louise (Herrmann) Kohls, the latter now deceased. Both parents 
were natives of Milwaukee and the father, who was born in 1876, 
is now living retired in this city. He is a son of Julius Kohls, who 
came from Germany to this country in his young manhood, establish- 
ing his home in Milwaukee, where he died in 1926, after reaching 
the advanced age of eighty-two years. He was associated with the 
Conrad Starke Construction Company and as superintendent had 
charge of the construction of the foundation of the City Hall. He 
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also superintended the moving of the old Grand Avenue bridge to 
State Street and was in charge of other important construction 
projects. He also took a deep interest in the moral progress of the 
city and was one of the founders of the St. Marcus Evangelical 
Lutheran Church at the corner of Garfield Street and Palmer Avenue, 
serving for many years as the president of the church board, con- 
tinuing in that office to the time of his demise. In the family of Mr. 
and Mrs. Rudolph Kohls were two sons, the brother of k. Eugene 
being Lieutenant Colonel Carl W. Kohls, an army man, who is a 
graduate of the Riverside high school of Milwaukee and the United 
States Military Academy at West Point, of the class of 1931. He is 
now serving on the staff of the One Hundred and First Airborne 
Division. 

E. Eugene Kohls obtained his early education in the Milwaukee 
schools, attending the Cass grade school and the Boys’ Technical 
high school. In 1921 he entered the office of Ira M. Jones, a prominent 
patent attorney of Milwaukee, acting as an assistant and also reading 
law. He was admitted to practice before the Patent Office in 19352 
and passed the required bar examination for admission to practice 
law in 1936, since which time he has continued as the associate of 
Mr. Jones, specializing in the practice of patent law. He is well 
informed on this branch of the legal profession and has been con- 
nected with considerable important work of this character. He 
belongs to the Milwaukee Patent Law Association, of which he is a 
past director, and he also has membership in the Milwaukee Bar 
Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the American 
Bar Association. He has the technical knowledge that well equips 
him for his chosen field, and he readily analyzes conditions and situa- 
tions whereby he has arrived at correct conclusions that have gained 
favorable verdicts for his clients. 

Mr. Kohls married Louise Fregapane, who was born in Italy, a 
daughter of Salvatore and Sarah Fregapane, who brought their 
family to the United States when their daughter, Mrs. Kohls, was 
twelve years of age and she is a graduate of the Riverside high school 
of Milwaukee, having been reared in this city. : 

Mr. Kohls is a Mason, belonging to James M. Hays Lodge No. 331, 
F. & A. M. He also has membership in the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks and in the Milwaukee Exchange Club, of which he was 
formerly president. He has deep interest in the subject of aviation 
and is serving on the Exchange Club’s national committee on aviation. 


ARTHUR C. ZIEBELL, whose high position as an industrialist of 
Oshkosh is attested in the fact that he was one of the founders and 
is the president of the Universal Foundry Company, was born in 
Appleton, Wisconsin, July 20, 1890, a son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Ziebell, the former a native of Germany, while the mother was. born 
in Sheboygan Falls, Wisconsin. 

After completing the work of the grades and of the high school in 
Oshkosh, Arthur C. Ziebell took a four years’ training course in pat- 
tern-making and completed a mechanical drawing and engineering 
course with the International Correspondence School. He likewise 
completed the course in foundry practice with the McLain system and 
the Alexander Hamilton Business course. It might be said that he 
‘was to the manner born,” for his father, now eighty-one years of 
age, has been engaged in this line of business for more than a half 
century and the two have been closely associated in their business in- 
terests since the organization of the Universal Foundry Company and 
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prior to that time both worked for the Termaat-Monahan Company, 
A. C. Ziebell becoming a superintendent with that corporation and 
also in charge of the drafting and pattern department. 

It was in 1916 that L. J. Monahan, J. D. Termaat and A. C. Ziebell 
organized the Universal Foundry Company, which began business 
with a plant containing 7,500 square feet and with twenty-five em- 
ployes. Something of the continued growth and expansion of the 
business is seen in the fact that the floor space now embraces 68,000 
square feet and there are now five hundred and forty-three employes. 
At the present writing (1945) the personnel of the company consists 
of A. C. Ziebell, president and treasurer; C. W. Mueller, vice presi- 
dent and secretary, and R. L. Ziebell, chairman of the board. The 
company manufactures gray iron castings, nickel, chrome, copper 
and moly alloy castings, aluminum, bronze and copper castings, and 
wood and metal production pattern equipment. The original gray 
‘iron melt of three to five tons has been increased to about one hun- 
dred tons daily, and in addition there is a daily capacity of two tons 
of aluminum and six tons of brass and bronze. One hundred per cent 
of their tonnage is now going into equipment for national defense, in- 
cluding airplanes, tanks, ships, camps, guns, bombs, factories, farms 
and homes, and the casting produced weighs from one ounce to one 
thousand pounds. The policy of the company has not only been one 
of business expansion but also of close cooperation with employes, and 
the company regards its workmen as its greatest asset. Apprentice 
training is carried on; there is a Twenty-five Year Club with mem- 
bers who have been with the organization for a quarter of a century ; 
a Credit Union to assist employes in emergencies and in the purchase 
of war bonds; a Baby Club, through which each child born to an em- 
ploye is given a share of stock in the foundry, and a Health for Vic- 
tory Club, attended by women members of an employe’s household, 
who receive instruction concerning the method of nutritious cooking 
in these days of rationed meals. 

Mr. Ziebell was one of the organizers of the Gray Iron Institute, 
which has been of great benefit to the industry, and he received a 
“member” grading in the American Society of Mechanical Engineers, 
of which he was a member for fourteen years. He has long been 
prominent in the Wisconsin Chapter of the American Foundrymen’s 
Association, of which he served as program chairman in 1938, as sec- 
retary in 1939, as vice president in 1940 and president in 1941. At 
the present he is serving as one of its directors, as chairman of the 
policy committee and a member of the foreman training committee 
of the national organization. He is likewise a member of the Gray 
Iron Founders Society, a member of the National Association of Man- 
ufacturers, the Wisconsin Manufacturers and the Army Ordnance 
Association. He has always been interested in. progressive Civic 
measures, was president of the Oshkosh Chamber of Commerce for 
two years and is now on its board of directors. He is also a repre- 
sentative of the directorate of the Welfare Association of Oshkosh 
and of the Family Service Bureau and belongs to the Candle Light 
Club. He is a past president of the Wisconsin District Brotherhood 
of the American Lutheran Church and is now a member of the ad- 
visory board of the national organization, also secretary of the Peace 
Lutheran Church building fund committee of Oshkosh. His interests 
are thus broad and varied, touching the general welfare along many 
lines that contribute to material, civic, social and moral progress. 

On the 16th of June, 1917, Mr. Ziebell married Emma Wokosin, 
and they have one child, John, nineteen years of age, who completed 
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the high school course in Oshkosh and devoted two years to the study 
of metallurgy at the University of Wisconsin. He is now a second 
lieutenant in the Army Air Corps, pilot of a P-57, and has been in 
the European theater of war for the past six months. 


CHARLES H. CoWAN III, chief engineer with the Leathem D. Smith 
Shipbuilding Company of Sturgeon Bay, was born in Stonington, 
Connecticut, June 20, 1907, a son of Charles H. Jr. and Anita (Burns) 
Cowan, who were also born in Stonington. His grandfather, Charles 
H. Cowan, was a first class machinist and master mechanic who 
eventually became vice president and general manager of the Atwood 
Machine Company at Stonington, his connection with that company 
covering the long period of sixty years. He died in 1930, at the 
age of eighty years. 

Charles H. Cowan Jr., who is now an engineer with the United 
States Navy in a civilian capacity, had formerly followed the en- 
gineering profession in connection with the silk machinery industry 
and is responsible for a number of patented items on silk throwing 
machinery. He has served as a member of the board of selectmen 
of Stonington and is prominent in political circles as a supporter of 
the Republican party. He married Anita Burns, whose father, John 
Burns, was chief boilermaker with the Stonington to New York Steam- 
ship Company and died about 1914. 

In the schools of Stonington, Charles H. Cowan III began his edu- 
cation and after completing the high school course as a graduate of the 
class of 1925 entered Westworth Institute at Boston, Massachusetts, 
where he was graduated with the degree of Mechanical Engineer in 
1927. He then went with the Atwood Machine Company, with which 
he remained as mechanical engineer until 1930, after which he spent 
seven years in the employ of the Electric Boat Company of Groton, 
Connecticut. That brought him to the year 1937, when he began the 
manufacture of ice cream at Groton, and for three years successfully 
carried on the business. When that period had passed he accepted a 
position in the purchase engineering department of the Manitowoc 
Shipbuilding Company at Manitowoc, Wisconsin, remaining in that 
connection until April, 1941, when he became chief engineer with the 
Leathem D. Smith Shipbuilding Company and still fills this responsible 
position. 

On the 17th of June, 1930, Mr. Cowan married Barbara Chesebro, 
a daughter of William and Alice (Emmons) Chesebro, both natives of 
Connecticut, the father near Hartford and the mother in Manchester. 
Mrs. Cowan traces her ancestry back to William Chesebro, who 
founded the town of Stonington, Connecticut. Mrs. Cowan’s father 
was an architect of New York, Salt Lake City and Cleveland, following 
that profession throughout his active business life. He died about 
1918, and his widow, now residing in West Hartford, Connecticut, 
is a proofreader for the Macmillan Company, publishers of New York 
City. Mr. and Mrs. Cowan have a family of three children: Marcia 
Jean, who was born in Stonington, Connecticut, October 28, 1933; 
Nancy Ann, born in Noank, Connecticut, January 24, 1935; and 
Charles H. IV, born at Two Rivers, Wisconsin, March 2, 1941. Mrs. 
Cowan is chairman of production of the Door County Chapter of the 
American Red Cross and a member of the Woman’s Club and is 
eligible for membership with the Daughters of the American Revolu- 
tion and the Colonial Dames. Mr. Cowan is identified with the Society 
of Naval Architects and Marine Engineers and has membership in 
the Masonic order. His religious faith is in accord with the teachings 
of the Baptist church, and his political views in harmony with the 
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platform of the Republican party. He owns a sailboat which provides 
him with one of his chief forms of recreation and he also enjoys golf 
and hunting. The family residence is at 612 South Cedar Street. 


JOHN MARTIN JOHNSON, M.D. From his early youth it was the 
earnest desire of Dr. J. Martin Johnson to become a member of the 
medical profession, and he utilized every opportunity that would 
enable him to reach that goal. Since entering upon active practice 
he has made continuous progress and now ranks among the leading 
physicians not only of Ripon but of the state, while his contributions 
to medical literature have been widely read. 

Dr. Johnson was born in Wheaton, Minnesota, August 8, 1896, 
a son of Gilbert and Alida (Jackson) Johnson. His father, a native 
of Norway, arrived in Minneapolis in 1880 and there entered the 
employ of the street car company, while later he engaged in mer- 
cantile pursuits in Wheaton. Subsequently he removed to North 
‘Dakota, where he took up a homestead and extensively engaged in 
farming. He also resumed merchandising at Mohall, North Dakota, 
and he took a very active part in community life, supporting all meas- 
ures and plans which he deemed of worth to the public. He was a 
prominent member of the Lutheran church, was active in Masonry 
and was a stalwart Republican who served as a presidential elector 
and was also mayor of his city. His death occurred March 8, 1942. 
His wife, who was born in Stillwater, Minnesota, is of Swedish an- 
cestry, and she is still living in Mohall. 

The boyhood days of Doctor Johnson were spent in Mohall and 
he utilized a considerable portion of his time in assisting in the store 
until his father disposed of his mercantile interests in 1908. The 
Doctor was graduated from the local high school and then worked 
through the summer months in order to earn the funds necessary 
to meet his expenses as a student in the University of North Dakota, 
from which he was graduated with the Bachelor of Arts degree in 
the class of 1919. His college fraternity is Phi Delta Theta. This 
course was a stepping stone to his preparation for the medical pro- 
fession. Going to Chicago, he enrolled as a medical student in North- 
western University, and he there worked as a freight handler and 
mail sorter to defray his expenses. While difficulties and conditions 
seemed to bar his path, he worked on per sistently until industry and 
close study brought him to his graduation in 1922, and during his 
college days there he became a member of Phi Beta Pi. 

Doctor Johnson served his internship in the Research Hospital 
at Kansas City, Missouri, and in the Chicago Lying-In Hospital, 
where he gained valuable experience concerning obstetrics and gyne- 
cology. On the 6th of August, 1928, he opened his office in Ripon, 
where he has since continued in the practice of his profession. He is 
also serving on the staff of Ripon Hospital. His patronage is now 
extensive, showing the excellent work he has done through all the 
intervening years. At all times he keeps in touch with the latest 
researches and scientific investigation relating to health and readily 
adopts any new ideas which his judgment sanctions, while at the 
same time he does not hastily discard the old-time methods whose 
value has been proven by long experience. He has made worthwhile 
contribution to medical literature, being the author of ‘“Uteroalpingo- 
graphy in General; Practice: with Case Reports,” and others which 
have appeared in the Wisconsin Medical Journal. He has served as 
president of the Tri-County Medical Society, which embraces Green 
Lake, Adams and Waushara counties, and his membership connec- 


ea 


a 


Ge wee : ’ ie i Ny, ; 3 sore Rees A bial is 
: i> oy Naa a ie Tle ae hae 


aabi a eageeigaliiil t ere Oe navihieas oi 
thog eyofero onta sal iow roth t YW aurtot toils eit to ono live mh 
serie ruled dod SE at sitishieas tanta oft —unitaad 5 
ait waw ti. divey vireo eat mow JM veal “yaa wot iv 
ott te “adnisin « amosed OF Muendol mipiaelt 17 Ye yrieeb Herd 
bhuow diya PinudiwqEo wrvyo-bevitiie of has .aotsasy 
Sina sviles soqn yNieins nite tn tertt stoner of find 4 
Bnibeol om) poo 2tnsy won Das asetiord sifonniinen ohne pad od 
adorhidittros aid alidw oiste sdf Vo tud nowt to vine dom ea 
ues. Wiohiv doot avert oi invodll Tagtheag oF 

Bet aH Baul wioemmtis WA aaneth oni nid asw noaadot . 
vite A oddest ei | vine Cresent) cbitA bun fied to B : 
on) feist sid? boa OBL at dilequoaniM ai bevirsa “ewwrorl To ; 
9m ai homage si! tinh slidw eneqivos 105 Juocda aff Fp yolqrars 7 
iiixorl o¢ Devos: of VEignpeedbe aetoodW ai Fibro osteo 
ni ay esi “wvianctee png fidiectuseetirl 4. qu Hood of sverhy ad 
boda otto desiomt te grieibmuylsron bonweot ode 6H seats? 
‘ HeouN : wiioqque stil) somes 1 Taq ovitos vie a doot-ad fee 
A tay oll oilduq ab of dtigw To haaras) od Hotiuw ensky be® eos 
Vises at sviles saw dovinds geen) od 96 ‘eeferann fen oy 
qs latinehineiq ¢ &e boven ody we Helipedi thaws. 6 Ene 
SLL 8 bhieh herrruson (issh 2 vis eid to woven ole new 
is Anite we To et sieeonnil Toten ihite ti aved «hur odw .stiw 

Hertel pi gnivil Vite et ode bag (ettess ¥ 
besa arlolt PT hie stew nonzagol bev fo ach Soonved ad . 
Stole aff of. withelaen of vents eid to Hehe 4. Stdrrisbinves a boxtlitg od Be, 
afr .80OF ni elacistnt olitaatam 2 if to bevoqeib vodtel eit Hoag ie 


bedsow oot hos fouttss aid fenol dt wot bey; Uber saw totood oe 
winzkoveis Vbauh silt tA af mo ni etyom tone ‘oft dyusorett = 
Mets) (iso to viasovinl afl ab dishes « an asinsars ete toon of 
i s9tysh elak yo. al nilovatt sa) dtiwe betaling aaw oil doivbw deat —. 


AT ntolt othtll wits) ylinsotadd ousfios «tH .eLfet te eexul) oft ‘" 
“07g Iaviboest ofl 10? HoBeaeasrny “icf ct net HGqse & Baw Settag ~ ” as 


‘4 4 
Bt40¥, i Sitshyls inoiferd a es fellorns af wanset’) of aeator! = .qoreest | “ 
bas soifiad jdyisit & eu howduive ovat of hick Min evi gaadeow a ; 
anotsibae bus cvtbuadiiite oli axarisices ate eet) oh od attoe liam ae 


bith vilevahat | lita viaoleies: mt 0 lpieltoaw vil Hee niftt pit ot boneea ‘- 1 4 
eid garb bays S¥Ol ai vathisbava Ad Gt rdigf tihyrosd ebida sxolo 
} i) gieth id io elo 6 oronll of scot ree pol ne 
letiqyol) fo'tinonsil amd 94 ctidaotnl gid bovies noeade Gg. 
iqpot al-atiyd ogo) edt at bra tiveetit tH. 
Awe big avbvjoledo Ywrintisotos gunipitedzo oldneley beal 2 
Moa wi sitio eid borage of gRes JaguA Yo 6 ont b ae Bh ie 
#i 3H .nviveslosd ahi to sbitostg add yi he niti Mos Sosy Fg ay we . 


won 2 Bhertovier-ertie ietewoiluoyil lo fea off no ariviae ot he 
srt! ifs epee oteb aad a ino rans wes avis ysis syvinitatws 
deotal odd lth pate J er eet oe 


ylidnien Drte: 
ond tg Qiae pee / 
soln Bhortieds reef 
steberilisow sine: 
-onniqinotst” to 40 
dipitiw anette bias “a 


wie if 


48 bowie 
HOO? KEONNE 


? 


; ay iy ; oa Q i a : fr 
ite 2 a ye De ner ae re ety Ae Be ro) 


] : 
‘ 7. 4 i a . P , é * 
| . @ i. 
if > ris i : * 
: a ny : : 


Aa al a SN a 


meer en eM I TTT TT I IT TT a ET TT RT Te RE TTS 


BIOGRAPHY ee i 


tions include the Fond du Lac Medical Society, the Wisconsin State 
Medical Society and the American Medical Association. 

Doctor Johnson was reared in the Lutheran church but is now a 
communicant of the Congregational church. He is also interested in 
civic and public affairs and is now serving as a member of the auditing 
committee of the Fond du Lac County pension department. He was 
a member of the Ripon city council from May, 1940, to 1944, having 
served as president of the council and chairman of its judiciary and 
finance committees. He was elected health and sanitary officer of the 
city of Ripon in May, 1944. 

On the 24th of August, 1920, in Chicago, Doctor Johnson married 
Muriel I. Nelson, of Princeton, Illinois, a daughter of Warren G. 
and Melissa (Anderson) Nelson. Her father was a farmer in the 
vicinity of Princeton but is now living retired. He is a prominent 
worker in the Presbyterian church. Mrs. Johnson was a nurse prior 
to her marriage. She figures prominently in the social and religious 
life of Ripon, where she has membership in the Congregational 
church. She has also served as president of the Wisconsin Federa- 
tion of Garden Clubs and as commissioner of the Ripon Girl Scouts. 
She is active in the Parent-Teachers Association and in other civic 
matters. Doctor and Mrs. Johnson have two daughters, Joyce and 
Juniet. 


THE SISTERS OF THE SORROWFUL MOTHER have their general 
motherhouse in Rome, Italy, and their American motherhouse and 
novitiate in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, at 6718 Cedarburg Road. This 
Community has been a steadily growing one, its work and influence 
extending not only throughout the United States but also in Europe. 

The Community was founded by Mother Mary Frances Streitel 
of the Cross in Rome, Italy, on February 16, 1883. Mother Frances, 
the oldest daughter of Adam Streitel, a state official, was born in 
Mellrichstadt, Bavaria, in 1844. The achievement of her life’s task— 
the founding of an active-contemplative congregation following the 
rule of St. Francis—became a reality only after years of trial and 
uncertainty. At the age of twenty-two she joined the Sisters of the 
Third Order of St. Francis at the Maria Stern Convent in Augsburg, 
Germany. For many years she distinguished herself by her virtue 
and personality, both as superior and inferior in different houses of 
the Community ; but believing herself called to adopt the contemplative 
life rather than the active, she then entered the Order of the Carmel- 
ites in Wuerzburg. After two happy years there she again realized 
that this was not her life’s calling; rather it was to be a uniting of 
the active and the contemplative life in religion. Following the advice 
of her spiritual director she returned home for a time and then in 
February, 1883, went to Rome, where she had been invited to come 
and assist Father Francis Jordan in founding a new Sisterhood. 
Father Jordan desired this new Community to be similar to the one 
he had founded for men, which was known then as the Apostolic 
Teaching Society (now Society of the Divine Savior). This plan, 
however, did not correspond with Mother Frances’ ideal of Fran- 
ciscan poverty, which she felt bound in conscience to follow. After 
two years, during which time about thirty young women had joined 
the Community, Pope Leo XIII declared it to be a separate institution 
in 1885, giving it the name of Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother and 
placing it under the spiritual direction of Monsignor George Jacque- 
min. This zealous young priest, a native of Luxemburg, thenceforth 
devoted his entire life to the interests of the Community. 
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From the beginning the Community endeavored to carry out its 
secondary purpose, which was to care for the sick and convalescent 
in institutions and in private homes, to instruct children and to care 
for poor, neglected ones in orphanages. In Rome they found op- 
portunity to do private duty nursing and take care of orphan chil- 
dren; but since this afforded little chance of making permanent 
establishments, it was decided to seek aid in the new world. With 
due permission of the ecclesiastical authorities for this purpose 
two Sisters set out for the United States in 1888. Arriving at 
Hoboken, New Jersey, they traveled from one city to another in the 
East and Midwest until finally, when they reached St. Louis, Missouri, 

they learned that Bishop Hennessy of Wichita, Kansas, was looking 
’ for Sisters to take charge of an abandoned hospital in the city of 
Wichita. When informed of this offer Mother Frances promptly 
accepted it. In the fall of 1889 Monsignor Jacquemin accompanied a 
group of five Sisters to this new field of labor in Wichita, and thus 
St. Francis Hospital, the first mission of the Sisters of the Sorrowful 
Mother in the United States, was founded. 

Within the next ten years hospitals were opened in Wisconsin at 
Menomonie (this was later given up), Marshfield, Oshkosh, Rhine- 
lander and Tomahawk. A health resort was established at Danville, 
New Jersey, and two hospitals in Minnesota, one at Wabasha, the 
other at Mankato. The rapid development of these missions in the 
Midwest may be attributed largely to the efforts of the late Mon- 
signor Joseph Joch, who was then a young priest in the La Crosse 
diocese. Having been released from pastoral duties and appointed 
chaplain to the Sisters, he spent the rest of his life assisting and 
advising them, especially in temporal concerns. Before the end of the 
century a beginning was also made in the educational field. For a 
number of years the Sisters taught in two parish schools in Kansas, 
and in 1900, in Wabasha, Minnesota, they began caring for the orphan 
children of the Winona diocese. In Europe the work of nursing was 
extended to Vienna, Austria, where the Sisters were engaged in 
private homes and for a time in the Maria Theresa Hospital for 
Women. For a number of years also they had charge of an asylum 
for dependent crippled girls in Lussingrande, Istra, a former Aus- 
trian possession in the Adriatic Sea. 

Mother Frances continued to direct the Community until April, 
1896, when she was succeeded by Mother M. Johanna Ankenbrand. 
Both in the old world and in the new the young Sisterhood continued 
to flourish. In Austria and Bavaria private duty nursing as well as 
teaching in kindergartens and schools for needlework was carried 
on in a number of new missions founded before the World War and 
after. Not far from Rome, in Castle 8. Elia, the Sisters devoted 
themselves to the care of poor children, and it was here that, the 
Venerable Foundress, Mother Frances, spent the last six years of 
her life in work, prayer and penance. She died on March 6, 1911, 
leaving a congregation firmly established, its constitutions receiving 
the final approbation of the Holy See on the very day of her death. 

The American novitiate, or center for the religious training of 
new members, was located in Marshfield, Wisconsin. To provide bet- 
ter accommodations for this purpose a new convent was erected there 
in 1907. The previous year a hospital had been opened in Roswell, 
New Mexico, and in 1913 another one was erected in Stevens Point, 
Wisconsin. At this time the Community again directed its activities 
to elementary education, beginning with two public schools in New 
Mexico in 1914 and 1916, continuing in the latter year with two 
parochial schools in Wisconsin and soon after with two additional 
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ones in Kansas. With the membership of the Community increasing 
yearly it became necessary to provide definitely for the professional 
training of the Sister nurses, and hence a training school for this 
purpose was begun in Marshfield in 1914. Four years later the school 
was opened to secular students, and at the same time a school of 
nursing was started in connection with the hospital in Wichita. Such 
schools were likewise conducted at the hospital which the Sisters 
purchased in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, in 1918 and also the hospital in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, which was opened in 1926. Before the close of 
Mother M. Johanna’s long term of thirty-five years as superior gen- 
eral a novitiate was established in Abenberg, Bavaria; a new mother- 
house was erected in Rome; and a new novitiate, which is also the 
American motherhouse, was built in Milwaukee in 1927. In that year 
the novices and postulants were transferred from Marshfield to the 
convent in Milwaukee, where a convent high school, accredited in 
1929, has since been maintained. 

The successor to Mother M. Johanna was Mother M. Wendelina 
Bauer, who had served many years as Sister Vicaress. When she 
began her duties in 1931 it became obligatory for the superior general 
and her council to reside at the motherhouse in Rome, and conse- 
quently a commissary was appointed for the American missions. The 
commissary, with residence in Milwaukee, is known as Mother 
Superior, and has duties and privileges similar to those of a provincial 
superior. 

Mother M. Wendelina held the position of superior general seven 
years, until 1938, when death suddenly called her from this life the 
day before Christmas. One of her last decisions was to approve the 
building of a new hospital in Port Washington, Wisconsin. Most of 
the existing institutions of the Community had been improved and 
enlarged within the previous ten years. Catechetical instruction 
classes and vacation schools were conducted in Wisconsin; and in 
Wichita, Kansas, two parochial schools were added to the list of 
those in charge of the Sisters. In Europe also several new missions 
were founded. During 1933, the Golden Jubilee year of the Com- 
munity’s founding, the motherhouse chapel in Rome was considerably 
enlarged and remodeled in the style of a basilica. The year 1936 
marked the twenty-fifth anniversary of the death of Mother Frances, 
the foundress. Of great significance to the Sisters in that year was 
the opening of the canonical process for her beatification. The process 
was well under way when the present world conflict began; and the 
esteem for the virtuous life of Mother Frances has become manifest 
among the laity as well as religious. 

Following the sudden death of Mother M. Wendelina the Sacred 
Congregation of Religious appointed as her successor in March, 1939, 
Mother M. Melania Eberth, who at the time was superior at the hos- 
pital in Stevens Point. Soon after Mother M. Melania journeyed to 
Rome to reside at the general motherhouse there, but in the following 
year she returned to visit the missions in this country and has since 
remained here, owing to present conditions abroad. Within the past 
six years the constant increase in the patients admitted to the hos- 
pitals has necessitated further additions and improvements to the 
hospitals and schools of nursing, especially in Wisconsin and in the 
Southwest. Two new hospitals were opened, one in Port Washing- 
ton, Wisconsin, in 1941, the other in Estherville, Iowa, in 1944. The 
latter was the former Coleman Hospital, which the Sisters purchased 
and have been remodeling as far as possible at the present time. 

In Milwaukee the Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother took charge of 
a newly established parochial school in 1942. As a means of more 
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readily preparing the younger Sisters for their work in schools and 
hospitals it was decided to start a junior college at the Convent in 
Milwaukee. Accordingly college freshman classes were begun in 1941, 
and since then the Convent school has been placed on the accredited 
list for these courses by the University of Wisconsin. 

The Community in the United States today numbers approxi- 
mately six hundred members. Besides a health resort, four schools 
of nursing, and thirteen hospitals, in two of which homes for the aged 
are included, the Sisters are engaged in the maintenance of an 
orphanage and have charge of nine elementary schools. Their re- 
ligious congregation is one of the numerous Sisterhoods belonging 
to the Third Order of St. Francis. 


FLOYD B. KNUTH, who is chief accountant with the Sturgeon Bay 
Shipbuilding & Dry Dock Company, was born June 29, 1902, in the 
city of Sturgeon Bay, where he has spent much of his life. His father, 
‘Fred M. Knuth, was born in Germany, a son of Fred Knuth, who 
brought his family to the United States in 1869 and settled in Fond 
du Lac, Wisconsin, where he remained for two years and then came 
to Sturgeon Bay. Soon afterward he purchased land in Door County, 
near Sturgeon Bay, and operated that farm for several years, after 
which he sold the property to his son Fred. The grandfather died in 
1908. Fred M. Knuth was only six years of age at the time of the 
immigration of the family to the new world, so that he was largely 
reared in Wisconsin and acquired his education here. He purchased 
the old home place from his father and continued its cultivation for 
some time, while later he purchased another farm and has since 
devoted his attention to its further cultivation and improvement. He 
is still living an active life, although now eighty years of age. His 
wife was one of the capable school teachers of Door County for twenty- 
six years and died March 31, 1930, at the age of sixty-nine years. She 
was the daughter of a Civil War veteran who while in the army 
contracted pneumonia and thus passed away. 

The public school system of Sturgeon Bay provided Floyd B. 
Knuth his preliminary educational opportunities and, advancing from 
grade to grade, he was graduated from the high school with the class 
of 1920. He spent one year as a student in the Emanuel Missionary 
College at Berrien Springs, Michigan, and afterward engaged in 
farming with his father for two years. In 1925 he went to Battle 
Creek, Michigan, where he became an accountant with the Sanitarium 
Equipment Company, with which he remained for eight years, when 
he again returned to his father’s farm and aided in its cultivation for 
ten months. In 1984 he became chief accountant for Captain John 
J. Roen’s companies and since 1939 has devoted his entire attention 
to his duties as chief accountant of the Sturgeon Bay Shipbuilding & 
Dry Dock Company—a position of large responsibility because of 
the extensive and important work being carried on by the corporation 
which he serves. 

On the 29th of April, 1925, Mr. Knuth married Helen M. Duwe, a 
daughter of John and Mary (Dier) Duwe, both natives of Door 
County. The father, who was born in Forestville, learned the black- 
smith’s trade, which he followed in his native county and during the 
period of the first World War he worked in the shipyards. He died 
in 1937 and his widow is now living in Sturgeon Bay. Mr. and Mrs. 
Knuth have become parents of two children: Richard, born July 6, 
1931; and William, born October 8, 1938. 

In his political views Mr. Knuth has always been a Republican 
since age conferred on him the right of franchise and he represented 
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the Third ward as a member of the board of aldermen from 1940 until 
1942. He and his wife are members of the Moravian church, in the 
work of which she is quite active. Mr. Knuth also has membership 
in the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and in the Lions Club, of 
which he was the secretary in 1938-39 and is now the president. If 
he has a hobby it can be said to be work, for he has always been 
industrious and diligent and gives the greater part of his time to his 
duties with the Sturgeon Bay Shipbuilding & Dry Dock Company. He 
resides at 941 Michigan Street, and is widely and favorably known in 
Sturgeon Bay and this section of the state, in which he has lived 
during most of his life. 


FRANCIS G. Hoop, who was one of the most prominent residents 
and business men of Marinette, departed this life August 9, 1938, 
when almost sixty years of age. He had been a vital factor in the 
affairs of his community as a manufacturer and as a public-spirited 
citizen, and his achievements along both lines were of far-reaching 
importance. Born in Saginaw, Michigan, August 21, 1878, he was 
a son of Francis and Mary (Ellis) Hood. His father, a native of 
Germany, was a lumberman, and on coming to the United States 
settled first in New York and afterward removed to Saginaw, Michi- 
gan, carrying on in the same line of business. 

At the usual age Francis G. Hood was enrolled as a pupil in the 
public schools of his native city and after mastering the work of the 
grades took the high school course there and later went to Pough- 
keepsie, New York, where he attended the Riverview Military 
Academy and graduated from that academy. Later he was enrolled 
in Brown University at Providence, Rhode Island, but left college 
after two years to enter the lumber business as the organizer and 
promoter of the F. G. Hood Company. He built a mill at Pentoga, 
Michigan, and became the founder of the town of Pentoga, where he 
also served as postmaster, being at the time the youngest postmaster 
in the United States. After a few years he dissolved the firm and 
sold his interests at Pentoga in 1910, removing to Marinette, Wis- 
consin. 

Here Mr. Hood organized the Lignum Chemical Company for the 
manufacture of cattle food, which was made of sawdust combined with 
other ingredients, but he was unable to secure sufficient chemicals 
to make the business profitable and so he dissolved that company 
and formed the Ansul Chemical Company in 1915. He was the sole 
owner of the business and was the first in the country to manufacture 
refrigeration grade sulphur dioxide and later methyl chloride was 
produced as a companion product. These products formed the back- 
bone of a heavy chemical manufacturing business. He started the 
business on a small scale but lived to see it develop into the largest 
in America in this field of manufacture. He remained the president 
and major stockholder of the company until his demise. He was a 
member of the board of directors of the First National Bank of 
Marinette. He was a man of determined purpose and unfaltering 
enterprise who carried forward to successful completion whatever 
he undertook if it was humanly possible to do so. 

Though he led a very active life in conection with his business 
interests, Mr. Hood always found time to cooperate in plans and 
measures for the benefit of the public, and his progressive spirit 
always produced desired results. He was a member of the Civic and 
Community Club, was a member of the City Industrial Commission 
and also of the Library board and of the Harbor Commission. He 
saw and utilized opportunities that others passed heedlessly by, and 
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his work resulted in public benefit along various lines. He had mem- 
bership in the Kiwanis Club, was a thirty-second degree Mason, and 
was a member of the Presbyterian church of Marinette, its teachings 
guiding him in all the relations of life. His college fraternity was 
Alpha Delta Phi. 

On the 2nd of April, 1902, Mr. Hood married Katharine Lucas 
Chambers, a native of New York City and a daughter of James and 
Jessie (Buell) Chambers, of Sherburne, New York. She is a graduate 
of Elmira College of Elmira, New York, and by her marriage she 
became the mother of three children. Jean is the wife of Elmer 
Martin Billings, who is connected with the Ansul Company. Francis 
James is the vice president of the Ansul Chemical Company. Lieut. 
Robert Chambers, whose position was that of advertising manager of 
the Ansul Chemical Company, is now in military service of the coast 
guard cargo ship Centaurus. He married Marjorie Woodward, of 
Madison, and they have two children, Sarah Katharine and Cynthia 
Jean. Mr. Hood was devoted to his family and found his greatest 
happiness in contributing to the comfort and welfare of his wife and 
children. Mrs. Hood is a member of the Presbyterian church, the 
Woman’s Club and the Charles Dickens Fellowship, and is interested 
in all that pertains to intellectual and cultural progress. She presides 
with gracious hospitality over one of Marinette’s most beautiful 
homes and she also has an attractive winter home on North Alton 
Road in Miami Beach, Florida. 


MARSHFIELD CLINIC. The city of Marshfield has well earned its 
reputation as one of the most important medical centers in Wis- 
consin, and this has resulted largely from the efforts, enterprise and 
the idealism of the men who have constituted the Clinic’s staff since 
its inception in 1916. It was the first organization of its kind estab- 
lished in this state, and its history is one of steady advancement and 
successful achievement since this method of group practice was 
undertaken. Recognizing the needs of the moment and something of 
the opportunities that lay ahead of him Dr. Karl W. Doege sought 
and won the cooperation of five other physicians, who became 
his associates in founding and promoting the Clinic. Because of his 
great work he deserves more than passing notice in the annals of 
Wisconsin. 

Doctor Doege was born in Germany, April 22, 1867, and was 
fourteen years of age when his parents, Mr. and Mrs. August Doege, 
brought their family to the United States, settling in Cleveland, 
Ohio, but later removing to a farm near Thorp, Wisconsin. For 
four years Doctor Doege attended a seminary for teachers in Mil- 
waukee and at the age of eighteen began teaching German in St. 
Paul. While there he became interested in medicine and entered the 
Western Reserve Medical School in Cleveland, where he was gradu- 
ated in 1890. 

At once locating in Marshfield, he recognized the facilities offered 
by St. Joseph’s Hospital and worked toward their utilization. He 
frequently visited large American clinics and surgical centers in 
Germany and he recognized the value and the possibilities of medical 
group practice, working for its adoption until 1916, when the 
Marshfield Clinic was organized, with Doctor Doege and Drs. William 
Hipke, R. P. Potter, W. G. Sexton, V. A. Mason and H. H. Milbee 
as his colleagues. The welfare of the patients was the motive power 
back of the organization. They were allowed absolute choice of 
physicians, although they might be referred to others for con- 
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sultation, operation or special treatment. The hospital with which 
they worked must be rated in the Class A group and the physicians 
must have modern equipment for all types of work, including X-ray, 
radium, metabolic studies, electric cardiograms, proper dietetics and 
efficient laboratory equipment. 

Not long after the clinic was organized they were joined by 
Dr. K. H. Doege, a son of the founder, and later by three other Marsh- 
field physicians. Before long the clinic demonstrated the worth of its 
methods, for men of pronounced ability along special lines took 
over the practice in the Clinic and today there is a staff of eighteen 
physicians, although seven are now serving as officers in medical 
divisions of the United States Army and Navy. Ten of the group have 
taken postgraduate work in Europe while most of the number have 
studied in the leading medical centers of the country. They hold 
membership in state and national organizations and have represent- 
ation in all important medical meetings, thus keeping abreast with 
the. latest scientific researches and development in the medical and 
surgical field. 

A large medical library provides all kinds of reference works as 
well as the standard medical journals. The record of the Clinic is 
outstanding in many ways. One of the surgeons has a record of two 
hundred and nine caesarian operations, with only two maternal 
deaths, and here was performed the first resection of a unilateral 
fused kidney accomplished in America. Many other notable surgical 
operations have been successfully performed, including the removal 
of the largest mediastinal fibrosarcoma on record, with a span of 
seven years before recurrence. For several] years the average clinic 
attendance has been about 35,000. 

Originally the clinic had offices in the Thiel building, but the 
continuous development of their patronage necessitated larger quar- 
ters and on January 1, 1927, the Clinic occupied its new home at 
Central Avenue and Seventh Street, which was erected at a cost of 
one hundred thousand dollars. 

Four of the Clinic’s founders, Drs. Karl W. Doege, V. A. Mason, 
H. H. Milbee and W. G. Sexton have passed from this life, although 
continuing their association with the Clinic to the end. Dr. H. A. 
Vedder died in 1942. During the second World War Dr. C. A. Vedder 
served as captain in the Medical Corps at Fort Brady, Michigan; Dr. 
A. L. Millard, obstetrician and pediatrician, was a major at Fort 
Custer, Michigan; Dr. R. 8S. Baldwin held the rank of lieutenant 
colonel at Fort Sheridan, Illinois; Dr. Thomas EK. Wyatt became a 
major at Camp Livingston, Louisiana; Dr. W. F. Kammer, also a 
major, was stationed at O’Reilly Hospital at Springfield, Missouri; Dr. 
Angie Connor was a lieutenant at New Guinea and Dr. James 8. Ved- 
der held the rank of lieutenant, senior grade, in the United States 
Navy. In addition to the above the Clinic staff is composed of Drs. R. 
P. Potter, one of the founders of the organization, Lyman A. Copps, 
J. B. Vedder, K. H. Doege, Paul Doege, F. A. Boeckman, G. L. Mc- 
Cormick, R. W. Mason, Stephan Epstein, J. M. Wickham and Ed- 
ward J. McGinn, besides the thirty-eight employes in the Clinic, in- 
cluding four laboratory technicians, an X-Ray technician, nine reg- 
istered nurses, doctors’ secretaries, clerical workers and others. 

Every modern facility to improve their work is here found, and 
the high ideals of the founders are maintained and constitute the 
basis of all that is here accomplished. For many years a member of 
the staff has acted as city health officer at a nominal fee and any of 
the clinic group stand ready to give him their assistance at any time. 
They have cooperated in the school health program and stand ready 
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to give community service wherever needed, and in addition they ex- 
tend a hand of cooperation to all physicians who seek their aid or who 
participate in the evening meetings which they hold in St. Joseph’s 
Hospital. Today there are two surgeons, three internists, two oph- 
thalmologists and otolaryngologists, one urologist, one roentgenolo- 
gist, two obstetricians and pediatricians, one orthopedist and one 
dermatologist on the staff of the Marshfield Clinic. Except during the 
summer months the medical and surgical staff hold a clinical meet- 
ing every Friday morning from eight to nine o’clock, at which in- 
teresting cases are shown and discussed and the medical literature on 
the patient’s condition is reviewed. 


JOHN SUMNER BARRY, who has been a member of the Wisconsin 
bar since 1907 and has practiced in Milwaukee since 1922, was born 
in Phillips, Price County, this state, November 20, 1882, a son of 
Michael and Jeannette (Sumner) Barry and a grandson of Richard 
and Mary (O’Keefe) Barry, both of whom were natives of Ireland. 
Michael Barry was born in Queenstown, Ireland, July 4, 1846, and 
came to the United States in 1868, when twenty-one years of age, 
settling in Wisconsin. His attractive personality and substantial 
worth soon gained him friends and he found employment as a book- 
keeper, a clerk and a surveyor, scorning no work that would yield 
him an honest living. He was also employed in the supply department 
of lumber camps in the north woods, where he had long hours, but 
he used his leisure moments for reading, thus gaining his education, 
his library consisting of the Bible, Shakespeare and the Wisconsin 
statutes. Early recognition of his worth as a citizen led him to be 
selected for the ofiice of town chairman and also justice of the peace 
while he was a resident of Fremont, Waupaca County, and it was 
his work in the latter office that awakened his interest in the law. 

While employed in the office of Judge Gilbert L. Park he used the 
evening hours to acquaint himself with Blackstone and the other 
commentaries, and in 1879 was licensed to practice in the Wisconsin 
Circuit Court, in 1885 before the Superior Court and in 1888 before 
the United States Supreme Court. For fifty years he was an active, 
able and successful member of the bar at Phillips, where he also held 
various offices, serving as clerk of the County Court, deputy county 
treasurer and district attorney. He was also a stanch champion and 
friend of public education and served on the local school board for 
fifteen years and was also secretary of the board. He was a recog- 
nized leader. of the Democratic party in his section of the state and 
was a prominent Mason, serving as master of Phillips Lodge, F. & 
A.M.; as high priest of Keystone Chapter, R.A.M., and as eminent 
commander of the Commandery, K.T. He was likewise at one time 
chief templar of Bethel Lodge, I.0.G.T., of Phillips and he was long 
a faithful member and for many years an elder in the First Presby- 
terian church there. He made notable advancement in his profession 
and in character building and he proved the value of the oppor- 
tunities offered in this country to men of foreign birth. 

In 1876 Michael Barry married Jeannette L. Sumner, daughter of 
Ira Sumner, who came of New England ancestry and was one of 
the pioneer residents of Waupaca County. Mr. and Mrs. Barry had 
five children and two of the sisters of John 8S. Barry are living. 
Mary Jeannette, who after eraduating from the Stevens Point Normal 
School engaged in teaching, while later she took up public welfare 
work, becoming head of a day nursery in Chicago. Gertrude Barry 
is a graduate of Milwaukee Downer Seminary and is now secretary 
to the Lewis Hotel Training School, at Washington, D. C. 
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Having completed his high school studies in Phillips as a member 
of the class of 1898, John Sumner Barry entered the Wisconsin 
Academy at Madison and in 1905 completed his classical course at 
the University of Wisconsin, winning the Bachelor of Arts degree. 
Deciding to follow in the professional footsteps of his father, he 
became a law student in the University of Minnesota, which in 1907 
conferred on him the LL.B. degree. In the same year he was licensed 
to practice in the Wisconsin courts and joined his father in Phillips, 
there starting his professional career. While living in Phillips he 
served as postmaster from 1915 to 1919 and he also was city attorney. 
He became an active member of the Price County bar and continued 
in practice there until 1922, when he opened an office in Milwaukee, 
where he has since continued, enjoying a gratifying practice that 
through the passing years has connected him with much of the more 
important litigation heard here. He has never entered into partner- 
ship relations, so that his position has been acquired through indi- 
vidual effort and ability. He is now deputy district attorney of 
Milwaukee County. 

Mr. Barry has been married twice. He first wedded Nell Maloney, 
who was a native of Portage County, Wisconsin, and a daughter of 
Hubert and Julia (Gage) Maloney. Her father, who was a railway 
engineer with the Milwaukee Railroad for many years, is now de- 
ceased, while her mother is still living in Portage. Mrs. Barry’s death 
occurred in 1939, and for his second wife Mr. Barry chose Mrs. Nina 
Benninglon. He has one son, Captain Thomas Hubert Barry, a gradu- 
ate of Marquette University, who is now with the armed forces, serv- 
ing as a captain in the Marine Corps. He was married in 1944 to 
Rosemary Klein. Mr. Barry and his wife are members of the Wash- 
ington Park Presbyterian Church. 


WILLIAM BOARDMAN SHUTE, who was one of the prominent busi- 
ness men of Wisconsin Dells and one of its most worthy and re- 
spected citizens, passed from this life October 8, 1934. He had a wide 
acquaintance, and all who knew him entertained for him warm re- 
gard because of his capability in business and the many sterling 
traits of character which he manifested in all his relations with his 
fellowmen. 

Born in Chicago, February 20, 1864, he was a son of William 
Boardman and Lucy (Taylor) Shute, who were natives of New 
Hampshire. The father was a school teacher and surveyor who re- 
moved from New England to Illinois and thereafter resided in Chi- 
cago. His son and namesake attended the Chicago schools and later 
entered Racine College, while subsequently he was a student in the 
Orchard Lake Military Academy, from which he was graduated with 
the class of 1880. He then entered Northwestern University, where 
he studied for two years and then came to Kilbourn, where he de- 
voted two years to the drug business. On the expiration of that pe- 
riod he returned to Northwestern to continue his studies in pharmacy. 

It was in the interim between the two parts of his University study 
that Mr. Shute, in Kilbourn, became acquainted with Miss Maude 
Whitney, who was teaching school here, and they were married 
September 1, 1887. She is the youngest daughter of Henry and 
Louise (Mason) Whitney. Her father was born in the State of 
New York and removed to the West in early manhood, settling 
at Newport, Wisconsin. He was a carpenter by trade, following 
that business for many years. When the railroad was being built 
into this section of the state it was to have passed through New- 
port, but for some unexplained reason the route was changed to 
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take in Kilbourn and the town of Newport accordingly ceased to 
exist. Most of the people who had resided there moved their 
houses from Newport to Kilbourn along the highway, but Mr. Whit- 
ney moved his home along the railway tracks with ox teams. It 
must have been a splendidly built structure to have stood up under 
this strain and it is still in an excellent state of preservation, being 
one of the few houses that are still standing that were brought from 
Newport to Kilbourn. It is still the home of Mrs. Shute and it has 
been a silent witness through all these years of the changes which 
have been wrought as the work of civilization has been carried for- 
ward, changing this comparatively wild district into a thickly set- 
tled and highly improved region. Mrs. Shute has in her possession 
‘the coat of arms of the Whitney ancestry as well as of the Shute fam- 
ily, both of whom came of English lineage. She may well be proud 
of the fact that her people were among the pioneer residents who 
helped build the community in which they lived and died. Her grand- 
parents in the paternal line were Isaac and Laura (Montague) Whit- 
ney, the former a son of Richard Whitney. Richard Montague was 
the founder of. Hadley, Massachusetts. Her maternal grandfather 
was Julius Mason, who married a Miss Stanton, and they came from 
Vernon, New York, to Wisconsin, settling at Troy, so that both the 
Whitney and Mason families were among the early residents of this 
state. Mrs. Shute had two sisters older than herself, these being 
LaBelle, who became of the wife of Charles Wallace, of Fairfax, 
Iowa, and Edythe Montague Whitney, who died in Washington, D. C., 
March 12, 1986. 

After completing his studies at Northwestern University, which 
conferred on him his Ph.G. degree in 1891, Mr. Shute established a 
drug business in Auburn Park, now a part of the city of Chicago, 
where he prospered in his business, but impaired health at length 
caused him to remove to Kilbourn. His remaining days were here - 
passed and he was regarded as one of the substantial and valued 
residents. He filled the office of city clerk for thirteen years, holding 
the position to the time of his death on October 8, 1934. He belonged 
to the Masonic lodge and to the Royal Arch Chapter, and he had 
membership in the Episcopal church, as did his wife and daughter. 
He served as treasurer of the church in Kilbourn and did everything 
he could to further the moral progress of the community. 

Mrs. Shute is equally loyal to her church, and she has membership 
in the Woman’s Civic Club and the Tuesday Study Club. She is like- 
wise an ardent member of the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
which indicates her descent from old American families, dating 
back to Colonial times. Mrs. Shute was born at Wisconsin Dells, 
July 9, 1867, and by her marriage she became the mother of an only 
daughter, Dorothy Whitney Shute, who was born in Chicago in 1895 
and is now the wife of J. J. Ragan, a resident of Washington, D. C. 


STEVENS PoINT PuBLIC LIBRARY. One must delve into the social 
record of a half century ago in Portage County to learn of the origin 
of the Library, which has long been a factor in the intellectual and 
cultural life of Stevens Point. The organization of a group of repre- 
sentative women of the town into a literary club led to the drafting 
of a constitution and by-laws which were adopted on March 80, 1895, 
signed by twenty-one club members, and on the 13th of May, follow- 
ing, at a meeting of the official board of the new club, Mrs. G. E. 
MeDill read an article on libraries and then made a motion that a 
committee be appointed from the Woman’s Club to confer with a like 
committee from the Forum Club for the purpose of creating interest 
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in a public library. This joint committee constituted the real nucleus 
of the present Stevens Point Library. 

The broadminded and progressive-spirited women who furthered 
the project never ceased their efforts and at length, in the spring of 
1900, the prolonged activities of the Woman’s Club in relation to the 
project began to be rewarded with tangible results. At a meeting held 
April 28, 1900, the subject of a library building was discussed with 
great enthusiasm and the sum of twenty-five dollars was subscribed 
toward a building fund. It was also voted that when such a building 
was erected a room would be set aside for the Woman’s Club. Subse- 
quently this organization entered into correspondence with Andrew 
Carnegié for the purpose of securing from him a gift for the building 
of a library and a committee of six members was appointed to can- 
vass this locality for subscriptions for the project. By September, 
1902, nearly forty-five hundred dollars had been collected for the pur- 
chase of a building site. By July 12 of that year the Eaton property 
on Clark Street had been purchased by the club and the deed and 
abstract had been turned over by it to the Library board, which under 
the Carnegie agreement had transferred title to the city. In 1904 the 
Library was opened to the public, the building having been completed 
at a cost of twenty thousand dollars, while the furnishings had cost 
eighteen hundred. Since that time the institution has met the need 
that is felt in all community life for tangible means to advance the 
intellectual and cultural progress. The number of its volumes has 
been increased from time to time and are now widely circulated to 
the entertainment, instruction and benefit of the readers. 

Aileen MacGeorge is the present librarian, having taken over the 
work January 1, 1930. She was born in Ashland, Wisconsin, Septem- 
ber 2, 1899, the only child of her parents. She passed through the 
grades and the high school while pursuing her early education in Su- 
perior, Wisconsin. Later she attended the Superior Normal and won 
her Bachelor of Arts degree at her graduation from the University 
of Wisconsin in 1924. She also took a library course at the State Uni- 
versity. Her Master’s degree was conferred on her by Columbia Uni- 
versity in 1939. After completing her work at the University of Wis- 
consin, she was appointed librarian at Rice Lake, Wisconsin, where 
she remained for four years and then came to Stevens Point, where 
she has most efficiently served since January 1, 19380. She is thorough- 
ly systematic in her work and her broad knowledge of the Library’s 
contents enables her to render a real service to the borrowers in their 
selection of books. Miss MacGeorge is a member of the American Li- 
brary Association and she belongs to the Progress Club of Stevens 
Point and to the Congregational church. 


DaAvip K. ALLEN. No history of Winnebago County would be 
complete without extended mention of David K. Allen, who for many 
years was a leading and distinguished member of the Oshkosh bar, 
continuing in active practice here until his death on the 29th of 
May, 1938, when he was in his sixtieth year. 

Mr. Allen was born in Winnebago County, November 20, 1878, 
a son of Timothy R. and Eliza S.: (Orvis) Allen. The father, who 
was a native of Herkimer County, New York, was a descendant of 
Colonel Ethan Allen, who with his “Green Mountain Boys” gallantly 
defended Fort Ticonderaga. Timothy R. Allen remained in the Hast 
until 1847, when he came to Wisconsin, continuing his residence 
here until his death in July, 1910, when he was sixty-seven years 
of age. His wife had come to Wisconsin in 1856 to engage in teaching 
school, and she departed this life in April, 1903, at the age of sixty- 
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two years. They had a family of seven children, as follows: Silas 
Marsh, Charles Orvis, Phoebe Louise, David K., Timothy R., Sarah 
and Harry O. 

In his youthful days David K. Allen finished the work of the 
grammar grades in the public schools and later attended the State 
Normal School of Oshkosh, after which he engaged in teaching for 
a time, becoming superintendent of the schools at Brandon, Wis- 
consin. He then resumed his studies and won his Bachelor of Arts 
degree at the University of Wisconsin, while in 1909 he there received 
his Bachelor of Laws degree. He was then admitted to the bar and 
began the practice of his chosen profession in Wisconsin Rapids, 
while later he removed to Menasha, Wisconsin, where he practiced 
law for five years. On the expiration of that period he sought the 
broader opportunities of Oshkosh and here opened an office. It was 
not long before he had obtained an enviable position among the leading 
attorneys of the city, for he readily demonstrated his ability to find 
correct solutions for difficult lezal problems and was accorded a large 
clientage. He had served as city attorney at Menasha and in 1917 
became district attorney at Oshkosh, filling the office in a most 
capable and creditable manner for ten years. He was always loyal 
to the highest ethical standards of the profession and enjoyed the 
unqualified respect of his fellow practitioners. 

On the 28th of June, 1905, Mr. Allen married Marion E. Boynton. 
The grandparents of Mrs. Allen on the maternal side were Mason 
and Helen (Carpenter) Campbell, who were among the pioneer resi- 
dents of this section of the state and received a grant of land from 
the Government. Helen Carpenter’s mother was Amanda (Louck) 
Carpenter, and the latter’s mother was Mary Hale, a relative of 
Nathan Hale, the Revolutionary War martyr. 

David K. and Marion E. (Boynton) Allen became parents of a 
son and daughter. The former, David K. Jr., who attended the local 
schools and won his Bachelor of Laws degree at the University of 
Wisconsin in February, 1942, then returned home and practiced for 
six months before enlisting in the Officers Training School. The start 
of his professional career showed him possessed of the same sub- 
stantial qualities which won success for his father. He enlisted on 
the 25th of September, 1942, and was with the First All-American 
Division in Italy. He is now with the Eighty-eighth Infantry Di- 
vision in Italy and is a second lieutenant. He married Marmian 
Harwood, of Oshkosh, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Harwood. 
Ruth, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Allen, is a graduate of the 
Milwaukee Downer College. She is now an investigator in the pension 
department at Oshkosh. Mrs. Allen and her children are members 
of the First Congregational Church, which Mr. Allen also attended 
with his family. Mrs. Allen also belongs to the Century Club, the 
Woman’s Reading Club and the Clio Class, which show her interest 
in those things which are intellectual and cultural. She has extensive 
farming interests, to which she gives her personal supervision. 


DAVID CHARLES SCHILKE, educator and musician, who is now 
principal of the Mount Calvary Lutheran school of Milwaukee, 
located at 5300 West Locust Street, and who is utilizing his musical 
talent as organist and choir leader, was born in Bonduel, Shawano 
County, Wisconsin, in 1902, a son of Mr. and Mrs. Gottfried Schilke, 
both of whom are now deceased. The father was born in Germany 
and when only about a year old was brought by his parents to the 
new world. Making their way westward they homesteaded land in 
Shawano County in 1868. There Gottfried Schilke was reared and 
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after reaching adult age he married Anna Preuss, who was born on the 
Keshena Indian reservation in Shawano County. 

After obtaining his early education in his native county David 
C. Schilke continued his studies in Concordia Teachers College, from 
which he was graduated in 1924. He then taught school for a few 
years, after which he entered the University of Chicago, which con- 
ferred on him the Bachelor of Philosophy degree in 1934, while in 
1942 he received his Master’s degree from Marquette University. 
While in college and the university he also studied music and was 
active in musical affairs. He is well known as a church organist and 
choir conductor and he conducts the church and school music. Long 
active in the educational field, he was for five years, from 1924 until 
1929, a teacher in the Trinity Lutheran school at Merrill, Wisconsin, 
and in the latter year he came to Mount Calvary Lutheran school, 
Milwaukee, of which he has remained the principal for more than 
fifteen years. The school and parish were established in 1924 and 
there are now 126 pupils in attendance under the care and super- 
vision of four teachers. High standards are here maintained, all the 
teachers having college degrees and holding Wisconsin State Teachers’ 
Certificates. There is maintained a very fine kindergarten and in- 
struction is given up through the eighth grade. 

Mr. Schilke is well known in educational circles and is serving as 
president of the Milwaukee Lutheran Teachers’ Conference for the 
year 1944-1945, while in 1942-1943 he was the president of the South- 
eastern District Lutheran Teachers’ Conference. He belongs to the 
American Guild of Organists. Utilizing his time and talents for the 
benefit of others, he is valuable to the school and community at 
large, his influence being widely felt in character development and 
in the maintenance of high standards of citizenship. 

In 1931 Mr. Schilke was united in marriage to Miss Esther 
Schroth, whose father, the Rev. Rudolf Schroth, was formerly a 
missionary to Australia and now holds pastorates in Wisconsin, This 
marriage was blessed by two children, Barbara Ann and Thomas 
David. 


LUTHERAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS. The history of the Lutheran 
schools in the United States closely parallels the history of the 
Lutheran church in this country, for the immigrants coming from 
Europe to the new world settled in various groups throughout the 
country and nearly all such groups started religious activities that 
eventually resulted in the organization of synods. These synods were 
later merged into three main bodies, which today are known as the 
American Lutheran group, the United Lutherans and the Synodical 
Conference Lutherans. The Wisconsin and the Missouri synods are 
included in the last named group. 

From the very beginning of its establishment in the United 
States the Lutheran church has put strong emphasis on elementary 
education, accepting the wisdom of the proverb “Bring a child up 
in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from 
it.’ It is then small wonder that shortly after the founding of 
their churches the early settlers turned their attention to founding 
schools in which their children would be given proper educational 
training that would prepare them for life’s responsibilities and 
duties. Great stress is laid upon the teachers and ministers of the 
various parishes as to their important obligation in guiding the 
religious training of youth. The curriculum for the Lutheran teacher 
training institutions has always been comprehensive in the amount 
of work required. 
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The Lutheran elementary schools offer the full curriculum pre- 
vailing in the common schools of the locality in which they are 
situated, in addition to courses in religion, which is the guiding 
principle of their whole educational system. The aim and purpose 
of the Lutheran schools is to give the children of the church, who 
will be the future church members, a thorough Christian indoctrina- 
tion and training so that they may become good Christians and in 
that way also good citizens of the state, for as Daniel Webster said 
“Whatever makes men good Christians will also make them good 
citizens.” 

Martin Luther and his followers believed “Men must be saved 
religiously as well as in secular matters. Religiously, by the exercise 
of faith as contained in the Bible. It was necessary that men must 
be educated to read, study and think. The stability and develop- 
ment of both church and state depend upon the institution and sup- 
port of schools, particularly of such as would attend to the complete 
education of young people in religion as well as in secular matters.” 

The close relationship of education and religion has been the 
dominant idea behind the schools that have been established from 
Martin Luther’s day to the present. The church has held to its 
doctrinal position during the past four hundred years. If the church 
intended to educate the children in spiritual things it could do so 
only by undertaking also their general education and development, 
thus making the school a vital part of the program of each church. 

Since 1849 the Lutheran elementary schools in Wisconsin have 
played an important part in the educational and religious life of the 
state. There has been a steady growth in the number of schools and 
in their attendance until today there are six thousand pupils in the 
elementary schools in Milwaukee alone and some twenty thousand 
throughout Wisconsin. Their high purpose is manifest in the char- 
acter of many of the pupils who have gone forth to take a promi- 
nent place in society as molders of public thought and action, moti- 
vated at all times by their thorough training and religious instruction. 


REv. ERWIN L. PAUL, the pastor of Mount Calvary Evangelical 
Lutheran Church at 5225 West Locust Street in Milwaukee, entered 
upon the duties here in 1986 and for the past eight years has been 
a potent force in the development and upbuilding of the interests of 
his congregation in both its educational and spiritual aspects. Born 
in Owatonna, Minnesota, December 28, 1906, he is a son of the 
Rev. Adolph and Marie (Weinhold) Paul. Louis Paul, grandfather 
of Rev. Erwin L. Paul, was closely identified with the affairs of Wis- 
consin during the early period of the state’s settlement. He engaged 
in teaching school in both Outagamie and Winnebago counties and 
he served as assistant secretary of state under Governor Peck. He 
was likewise active in bringing about the repeal of the Bennett law, 
which made it illegal for churches to establish church schools, and 
he did much to shape educational progress in pioneer times. His 
death occurred in 1920. His son, the Rev. Adolph Paul, was born in 
Chicago, Illinois, and after preparing for the ministry, filled various 
pastorates of the Lutheran church in Minnesota, wielding a wide 
influence in the moral development of the sections in which he lived 
and labored. He passed from this life in 1937 but already his son 
Erwin had decided to foilow in his father’s footsteps and devote his 
life to preaching the gospel. 

Rey. Erwin L. Paul supplemented his preliminary educational 
training by study in Concordia College at St. Paul, Minnesota, and 
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continued his preparation for the ministry in Concordia Seminary 
of St. Louis, Missouri. He was ordained in Trinity Church in Mil- 
waukee in 1981 and soon afterward accepted a call to serve the 
Howard Avenue Mission on the south side of Milwaukee, where he 
continued until he was called to the pastorate of Mount Calvary 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 1936. This parish had been estab- 
lished in 1926, and was not only carrying on the work through the 
church but also through a course of secular and religious instruction 
in its school. Reverend Paul has wisely guided the interests of 
both, and the church has had a deeply religious influence in the lives 
of its members and of the community in which it is situated. 

Reverend Paul is doing outstanding work in connection with 
denominational interests. He is the district chairman for the Valpa- 
raiso University at Valparaiso, Indiana, has been pastoral adviser 
of the District Lutheran Laymen’s League, is secretary of the Mil- 
waukee mission committee of the Lutheran church and is active in 
the Lutheran High School Association. He keeps in touch with the 
trend of modern thought and action with a view to aiding in char- 
acter building and the establishment of high principles in the youth 
of today and is doing most effective work in this connection. | 

In 1933 Reverend Paul was united in marriage to Miss Ruth 
Kranz, of Kansas City, Missouri, and they have two children, Ruth 
and Louis. 


Dr. CARL B. POPE is one of the younger representatives of the 
medical profession in Sauk County, but his practice at Baraboo has 
already attained a position that many an older physician might well 
envy. He was born in Ableman, Wisconsin, April 20, 1910, a son of 
the Rev. F. P. and Marie (Bender) Pope, and a grandson of Rev. and 
Mrs. Christian Pope. The grandfather was born in Germany and on 
coming to the new world settled first in Pennsylvania. On his re- 
moval westward he became a resident of Warsaw, Illinois, and for 
many years he was the Lutheran minister at Wrightstown, Wiscon- 
sin. He devoted his entire life to the work of the ministry and did 
much to strengthen the Lutheran movement in this section of the 
country. 

His son, the Rev. F. P. Pope, was born in Warsaw, Illinois, and 
following in the footsteps of his father he, too, became a preacher of | 
the Lutheran faith. He was educated in Northwestern College at 
Watertown, Wisconsin, and was ordained to the ministry in the 
Lutheran church in Baraboo, where he remained until 1903, when he 
removed to Ableman and there preached for a number of years. The 
combined years of service which he and his father gave to the min- 
istry totaled a full hundred and their influence proved a potent force 
in the moral progress of the communities in which they lived and 
labored. The Rev. F. P. Pope was active in the ministry for forty- 
two years and was called to his final rest December 19, 1930. His 
widow, who is still living, making her home with her son Carl, is a 
daughter of Charles Bender, who married a Miss Kunzelman. He 
was a soldier of the Union Army in the Civil War and when he was 
called to report for duty at Milwaukee his young daughter Marie, 
now Mrs. Pope, accompanied him and his company as far as that city 
as their mascot. 

In the family of Rev. F. P. and Marie (Bender) Pope were four 
sons, of whom Arthur, the eldest, is a graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin and is now a chemical engineer located at Marinette, Wis- 
econsin. Reinhart, a graduate of the college at Watertown, Wisconsin, 
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was engaged in business in Milwaukee as a realtor until his death 
January 3, 1945. Frederick, a graduate of the University of Wiscon- 
sin, is also a chemical engineer and makes his home at Langeloth, 
Pennsylvania. 

Doctor Pope, who is the youngest of the four brothers, pursued 
his education in the public schools of Ableman until he had completed 
the high school course, and he also spent two years as a high school 
student in Reedsburg, Wisconsin. For four years he attended the 
University of Wisconsin and he received his medical training at Mar- 
quette University, where he was graduated with the class of 1937, at 
which time the M.D. degree was conferred on him. Having thus 
qualified for active practice, he spent a year as interne in the Dea- 
‘ coness Hospital in Milwaukee, about three months in St. Luke’s Hos- 
pital in Milwaukee and a year in the Misericordia Hospital, gaining 
valuable experience in these connections and thereby greatly pro- 
moting his skill and ability. He next pursued a post-graduate course 
in surgery at the Polyclinic Hospital in New York City and since 
that time has practiced continuously in Baraboo, where he has made 
steady advancement as the public more and move has recognized his 
excellent qualifications. 

Doctor Pope has membership in the Sauk County Medical Society, 
the Wisconsin State Medical Association and the American Medical 
Association and his continued investigation into the principles and 
practices of medicine has already brought him to a most creditable 
position in his chosen field. He is president of the staff of St. Mary’s 
Ringling Hospital. His Greek letter fraternity is Alpha Kappa 
Kappa. He has membership with the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks and the Fraternal Order of Eagles and his religious 
faith is that of the Lutheran church, in which his people have long 
been active. He is also deeply interested in Boy Scout work, is a 
member of the committee in charge of the local camp and teaches first 
aid to the members. He finds needed recreation in golf and is a 
member of the Devil’s Lake Golf Club. 

In 1987 Doctor Pope married Miss Helen Mary Hyde, of Milwau- 
kee, who is a graduate of the nurses school of the Deaconess Hospital 
of Milwaukee, and they have one son, Jerome Roger, who was born 
January 19, 1939. Mrs. Pope is now serving as president of the 
County Medical Society Ladies Auxiliary and is likewise a member 
of the Eastern Star. 


ALLAN POLACHECK is engaged in law practice in Milwaukee, where 
he continues his professional efforts under the firm name of Gottschalk 
& Polacheck, although his former partner, Henry W. Gottschalk, 
passed from this life in 1988. Allan Polacheck was born April 2, 1907, 
in Milwaukee, where his parents, Max and Stella (Rukeyser) Pola- 
check, are still living. His father was born at Tisch Mills, Manitowoc 
County, Wisconsin, a son of Adolph Polacheck, a native of Bohemia, 
whence he came to the United States. Max Polacheck is now the sec- 
retary of the Charles Polacheck Company that for many years has con- 
ducted an extensive business as leading merchant tailors of this city, 
having a large and exclusive trade. His wife is a native of Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota. 

Their only child is Allan Polacheck, who began his education in 
the public schools of Milwaukee and later attended the Riverside high 
school, from which he was graduated with the class of 1924. He pre- 
pared for the bar as a law student in the University of Wisconsin and 
was accorded the LL.B. degree on the completion of his course in 
1929, He was admitted to practice in the Wisconsin courts and became 
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an associate of Henry W. Gottschalk, who recognized his professional 
ability by taking him into partnership in 19387, under the style of 
Gottschalk & Polacheck. In the sixteen years of his connection with 
the Milwaukee bar Mr. Polacheck has made steady and substantial 
progress and since the death of his partner in 1938 he has practiced 
independently, having now a large clientele. His advancement is due 
to the thoroughness with which he prepares his cases and his loyalty 
to the best interests of his patrons. 

Mr. Polacheck is a member of the editorial staff of the Gavel, the 
official publication of the Milwaukee Bar Association, and he has 
membership in the Milwaukee County Bar Association, the Wisconsin 
State Bar Association and the American Bar Association. He is also 
a member of the B’nai Brith organization. 

In 1931 Mr. Polacheck married Edna Luntz, a native of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, and a graduate of the University of Wisconsin of the 
class of 1980. The only child of this marriage is Joan Ruth, ten years 
of age, now a pupil in the junior department of the Milwaukee Normal 
School. 


CARL F. YOUNG. There is no profession which affords greater 
opportunities to its representatives than the practice of law, nor is 
there a calling wherein the demands are more exacting. Legitimate 
success in the practice of law is ever the direct outcome of persistent 
purpose, broad knowledge and careful preparation. These qualities 
have gained for Carl F. Young a creditable place as an attorney at 
Green Bay, Brown County, Wisconsin, where he was born October 13, 
1891, a son of D. Wallace and Laura (Pahl) Young. His grandpar- 
ents on the maternal side were Albert Pahl, born in Wurtemburg, 
Germany, June 16, 1836, and Louisa (Kramer) Pahl, born in Blanken- 
burg, Germany, February 17, 1841, who as youngsters singly left 
comfortable homes, each with a desire for political freedom, immi- 
grating from their respective sections in Germany in the early 1850s, 
and locating at Green Bay, where they met and were married in the 
Moravian church on January 12, 1861. Albert Pahl was a pioneer 
cabinetmaker, undertaker and furniture dealer in Green Bay.- He 
was a charter member of the Green Bay Turn Verein—Turner Hall 
being the civic and social center of Green Bay until the turn of the 
century. He and his wife were one of the seven families who founded 
and built the first Lutheran church at Green Bay. Albert Pahl died 
in 1892. Louisa (Kramer) Pahl was in many ways a remarkable 
woman. Along with raising a family she engaged in church and 
social activities, but found time to assist her husband in his shop in 
finishing and lining caskets which he built of oak. She taught her- 
self to speak, read and write English. Her patriotism and love for 
America was genuine. A visit to Europe in 1900 intensified her 
hatred toward the German system and her faith and love for her 
America. She was progressive and thoroughly Americanized. She be- 
lieved in the language of the land. Services at her church were con- 
ducted in the German language, which she denounced. Failing to con- 
vince the majority that services in English were necessary for progress 
in her church and community, she affiliated with a Lutheran mission, 
where services were conducted in the English language, resulting in 
the formation of Grace Lutheran Church, destined to become the 
largest protestant congregation in Green Bay. Louisa (Kramer) Pahl 
passed away in 1919. 

Reuben W. Young, of English descent, grandfather of Carl F. 
Young on the paternal side, was born in Dayton, Ohio, November 6, 
1811, and died at Green Bay, Wisconsin, September 27, 1892. His 
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wife, Abigail (Black) Young, of Scotch-Irish descent, was born in 
Frankfort, Kentucky, May 6, 1812, and died at Green Bay, Wisconsin, 
June 23, 1889. They were married at Dayton, Ohio, June 4, 1837, and 
subsequently migrated to Oshkosh, Wisconsin, where the grandfather 
was engaged in the lumber industry as a shingle weaver and trunk 
maker. He served in the Union Army during the Civil War. His 
family later moved to Green Bay, where they resided for the rest of 
their lives. 

Carl F. Young’s father, D. Wallace Young, was born at Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin, April 6, 1859. His mother, Laura (Pahl) Young, was 
born at Green Bay, Wisconsin, April 18, 1864. Both were educated 
in the public schools of Green Bay. D. Wallace Young was a trunk 
maker by trade, later became and for many years was a salesman, 
continuing on the road until his death, which occurred in 1933. He 
was popular and had a host of friends. Laura (Pahl) Young, a 
devout Christian woman, active in church work, passed away in 1939. 

In the public schools of Green Bay, Carl F. Young pursued his 
education until he graduated from East high school in 1910. He next 
attended Carroll College at Waukesha, Wisconsin, and there won his 
Bachelor of Arts degree as a member of the class of 1914. While at 
college he was business manager of the college weekly, Carroll Echo, 
and was employed while at that school by the Waukesha water depart- 
ment. He prepared for the legal profession at the University of Wis- 
consin, where he was a member of the Wisconsin Chapter of Acacia 
fraternity. While at the University he was employed by the Wisconsin 
Public Service Commission and was active in Republican politics on 
the “Hill.” Before finishing his law course Carl F. Young passed the 
state bar examination and was admitted to the practice of law on 
August 18, 1917, on motion before the late Chief Justice Winslow. 
He forthwith enlisted as a private in the army in July, 1917, was 
successively promoted and commissioned, and was honorably dis- 
charged as a first lieutenant in the Reserves, July 7, 1919. 

Returning to his home town, Mr. Young entered the law office of 
the late John A. Kittell and Lynn D. Jaseph, who were co-partners 
in the practice of the law in Green Bay. In 1920 he was elected dis- 
trict attorney of Brown County on the Republican ticket. During his 
term the work of that office was multiplied by the advent of the paper 
mill strikes, railroad strikes and the enactment of the Severson Pro- 
hibition Law. He became a partner of his former employers, the firm 
name then being Kittell, Jaseph, Young & Everson, which continued 
until the death of the senior partner in 1983. Mr. Young has prac- 
ticed alone since January 1, 1938, and is now actively engaged in the 
general practice of the law, appearing in many bankruptcy matters 
and commercial litigation throughout northeastern Wisconsin. His 
offices are in suite 503 Bellin building, Green Bay, Wisconsin. 

In June, 1921, Mr. Young was married to Dorothy Belle Scott, 
daughter of the late Dr. William F. Scott and Stella Scott, of May- 
wood, Illinois. Dorothy Belle (Scott) Young was graduated in 1918 
from the University of Wisconsin School of Journalism, where she 
was affiliated with Delta Delta Delta and Theta Sigma Phi fraternities. 
She was a charter member of the Green Bay P.E.O. Chapter and was 
prominent in local literary circles until her death at Green Bay, Octo- 
ber 22, 1930. Irma G. Zimmerscheid, of Oshkosh, Wisconsin, subse- 
quently became his wife. She is the daughter of the late August and 
Matilda (Malheim) Zimmerscheid, of Oshkosh. Mrs. Young’s father, 
of German descent, was born in Middleton, Dane County, Wisconsin, 
and her mother, the daughter of Norwegian immigrant farmers, is a 
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native of Monford, Wisconsin. Mr. Zimmerscheid operated the Cud- 
ahy markets at Oshkosh for many years and died October 26, 1925. 
Mrs. Young graduated from the Oshkosh Normal and took work at 
Columbia University. She taught school in Manitowoc, Wisconsin, 
and later in Green Bay. Mr. and Mrs. Young have one child, a daugh- 
ter, Carlee, born March 18, 1933. Carlee is now attending the public 
schools of Green Bay. She enjoys books, swimming, riding and sum- 
mer camps. 

Mr. Young has always been interested in the public welfare to 
the extent of giving helpful cooperation to all progressive civic meas- 
ures. He is a member of the Brown County Bar Association, the State 
Bar Association, the American Bar Association, the Commercial Law 
League of America, Roosevelt Lodge No. 322, F.&A.M., Green Bay, 
Wisconsin, Lodge No. 259, B. P. O. Elks, and the American Legion, 
Sullivan-Wallen Post No. 11, Green Bay. Mr. and Mrs. Young are 
members of Grace Lutheran Church. Mrs. Young is active in the 
Green Bay Y.W.C.A., Girl Scout movement and the Parent-Teacher 
Association. She enjoys books, and plays golf and bridge well. Mr. 
Young has always been keenly interested in politics, is a life-long Re- 
publican, and has been a delegate to many of that party’s state con- 
ventions. He served as deputy collector of customs (in charge) of 
the Port of Green Bay during the Hoover administration. He likes 
to practice law. His leisure hours are devoted to reading, in which 
he finds much enjoyment. Another favorite diversion is playing 
poker with his friends. The family enjoys its home at 1005 South 
Jackson Street, Green Bay, where they delight in entertaining their 
friends. 


RAYMOND M. ADLER is the manager of the Adler Baking Company 
of Marshfield, which since 1922 has carried on a large and growing 
business, the success of which had its origin in John E. Adler’s knowl- 
edge of baking processes and his ability to direct the operations of his 
plant. He was the founder of the business and was associated there- 
with to the time of his death, which here occurred on the 380th of 
March, 1948. His life story is largely interwoven with the annals 
of Marshfield, for he came here in pioneer times and was active in 
the promotion of many interests which led to the city upbuilding and 
improvement. 

Born near Green Bay, Wisconsin, in 1867, John E. Adler was a 
son of Henry and Elizabeth Adler. He acquired a district school edu- 
cation and came to Marshfield before the memorable fire of 1887, 
which destroyed so large a section of the city. He was a member of 
the first police force here, serving for four years under Fire Chief 
Gerwing, und later he again served for another year during the may- 
oralty administration of Robert Connor. He managed to maintain law 
and order without resorting to force when the city’s population was 
largely composed of lumberjacks and often had occasion to resort to 
strategy to continue the peace. In the early days he worked in the 
stave factory on East Depot Street and at one.time he operated a 
tavern. 

At the time of Marshfield’s great fire he was employed as a stone- 
mason by his brother-in-law, Henry Kreisch, and he and his father 
worked almost to the point of exhaustion to save the family home, at 
last succeeding in subduing the flames before the house was demol- 
ished, although they had removed the furnishings to a clearing at the 
edge of town. After the fire Mr. Adler continued working for Mr. 
Kreisch and aided in rebuilding the various structures of the Upham 
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plant, including the sawmill and furniture factories. In other ways 
too he participated in the growth of the new city, which, Phoenixlike, 
sprang from the ashes. 

At length Mr. Adler learned the baker’s trade in Marshfield, tak- 
ing up the work in 1902, after which he was employed as a baker 
here and in Chicago for a great many years. Returning to Marshfield, 
_he established business on his own account by purchasing the Plath 
bakery in 1922. In this prosperity attended his efforts and he con- 
tinued active in the management and growth of the undertaking for 
many years or until ill health forced him to retire. For some time he 
was in a serious condition but ultimately recovered and was again 
active in the business until his demise. At the time of his retirement 
his son, Ray M. Adler, took over the management. The growth in the 
trade led to a demand for larger quarters and an addition was made 
to the building and the latest type of baking machinery was installed. 
Attention was then concentrated upon the wholesale as well as retail 
‘distribution of their bakery goods, and a fleet of trucks now covers 
four routes in Marshfield and the adjoining towns. About 1932 there 
was again need for expansion of the facilities of the Adler Baking 
Company and John KE. Adler purchased the building at 321 South 
Central Avenue, where he opened The Pastry Shop that is now man- 
aged by his son-in-law, C. J. Paulin, who has long been associated 
with the business. Mr. Adler had a real love for his work, and this, 
combined with his diligence and determination, brought him gratify- 
ing success and prosperity, while his thorough reliability and straight- 
forward methods gained for him a most honored name. 

John EK. Adler married Lena Oppmann, a daughter of Anton and 
Catherine (Heid) Oppmann. Of this marriage there were born six 
children. The eldest, Mabel, is now the wife of John Wierenzki and 
has two children. Barbara married Clarence Paulin, who manages 
The Pastry Shop, and they have two children. Ray is the third of the 
family. Sylvester, who is associated with Ray in the control of the 
business of the Adler Baking Company, married Lucille Spindler and 
they have two sons, Paul, who was born February 16, 1942, and Rus- 
sel, born April 30, 1948, and a daughter, Mary Helen, born September 
25, 1944. Margaret, the third daughter of the family, is the wife of 
Harold Martin, and they have one child. Donald, the third son, was 
active in the business with his elder brothers but is now serving in 
the army in World War II. He is staff sergeant with Headquarters 
Company in the South Pacific. The mother, Mrs. Adler, who owns the 
interest in the business formerly held by her husband, is a member 
of St. John’s Catholic Church and also belongs to the Altar Society 
and the Mission Circle. 

Raymond M. Adler, who is now the active manager of the business, 
pursued his education in the grade and high schools of Marshfield and 
then joined his father in business, learning the trade under his direc- 
tion. He continued in the bakery trade as a wholesale and retail deal- 
er, and the company now employs forty-two people, while their trade 
covers a radius of forty miles from Marshfield. The plant is a model 
of cleanliness and is supplied with all modern equipment and con- 
veniences for carrying on the work, while excellence of their products 
insures them a continuance of the liberal patronage that has long 
been theirs. 

Raymond M. Adler married Valeria Harry, of Marshfield, and they 
have three sons: Robert, who was born August 21, 1940; Patrick, 
born December 14, 1941, and James, born June 30, 1945. Raymond 
Adler holds to the religious faith of the family, having membership in 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church and he also belongs to the Knights of 
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Columbus, the Elks lodge, the Fraternal Order of Eagles and the 
United Commercial Travelers. He is widely and favorably known in 
this city, where his entire life has been passed and where he has a 
circle of friends almost coextensive with the circle of his acquaintance. 


SISTERS OF THE DIVINE SAVIOR have their provincial house and 
novitiate at 3516 West Center Street in Milwaukee, with Mother 
Ottilia, Sor.D.S., as provincial superior. The congregation was 
founded December 8, 1888, in Tivoli, Italy, by Father Francis of the 
Cross (Jordan) and is international in character, making no dis- 
tinction in types of activity although its primary interests are teach- 
ing, nursing, social service and the missions. While the general 
motherhouse is located in Rome, there are provincial houses in the 
United States, Austria, Hungary and Germany and the work has 
also been extended into various other Huropean countries. The work 
of the founder was greatly aided by the efforts of the Baroness 
Theresa von Wuellenweber, who became known as Sister Mary of the 
Apostles, devoting her life thereafter to the high purposes of the 
congregation. 

It was on July 4, 1895, that three sisters of the order arrived in 
the United States to do social nursing at the invitation of Arch- 
bishop Katzer of Milwaukee. The previous year he had visited Father 
Jordan in Rome and had presented his plea for help of this nature 
in his diocese. Thus it was that Sister Agnes, now deceased, and 
Sisters Raphael and Walburga became the pioneers of the order on 
this side of the Atlantic. After a few months Sisters Jerome and 
Seraphine and three others joined them. Of the Sisters mentioned, 
Sister Walburga and Sister Jerome are still active in Milwaukee. 


After about six months, during which time they made their abode 


with the Franciscan Sisters, they rented a small house and the first 
Mass was said at their convent on Christmas night of 1895. There 
were many hardships and trials to be met, entailing much sacrifice 
on their part, but the work progressed and in 1900 the first section 
of their convent at Thirty-fifth and Center Streets was erected. In 
1903 they admitted aged ladies to the home, a custom that has since 
been followed, so that a home and adequate care and attention have 
been given to these elderly women, of whom there are now ninety. 

The novitiate for the American province was opened in St. Mary’s 
convent, December 10, 1907, and the first addition to the convent 
and part of the new chapel were built in 1920. After the chapel was 
completed a second addition was made thereto and to the convent in 
1925, while a third addition, including new quarters for novices and 
candidates, was erected in 1938. From the establishment of the order 
in Wisconsin the work of teaching has engaged much of the attention 
and effort of the Sisters. The work centered at St. Nazianz until 
1926. Then the high school and training department was moved to 
Milwaukee. 

From time to time the labors of the Sisters were started in other 
sections of the state and eventually the order came to the year of its 
golden jubilee, 1938, at which time a beautiful grotto was erected on 
the convent grounds in Milwaukee. The American province of the 
Sisters of the Divine Savior has approximately three hundred mem- 
bers. They are represented in the archdiocese of Milwaukee and 
Chicago and the dioceses of Green Bay, La Crosse and Superior, 
Wisconsin, and in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 

Something of the vast amount of work accomplished by the Sisters 
is shown in the size of the various hospitals placed under their care: 
St. Mary’s Hospital, Wausau, 1908, two hundred bed capacity; St. 
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Mary’s Hospital, Columbus, 1918, with forty beds; St. Savior’s Hos- 
pital, Portage, 1917, seventy beds; St. Joseph’s Hospital, West Bend, 
1930, forty beds; St. Savior’s Annex (home for aged ladies), Port- 
age, 1922; and St. Mary’s Convent in St. Nazianz, established in 
1896. The Sisters also teach in the following Wisconsin schools: St. 
Paul’s, Bloomer, 1904; Sacred Heart at Almena, 1906; Holy Trinity 
at Schoolhill (P.O. Kiel), 1907; St. George, Sheboygan Falls, 1910; 
Holy Ghost in Dickeyville, 1917; Sacred Heart at Edson (P.O. Boyd), 
1919; St. Joseph’s in Cadott, 1920; Mother of Good Counsel, Mil- 
waukee, 1925; and St. Joseph’s of East Bristol (RR Sun Prairie), 
1932. 


Dr. ARTHUR W. JONES, who won his professional degree in 1901, 
has now engaged in the active practice of medicine at Randolph, 
Dodge County, for more than forty-one years and is an outstanding 
citizen of his community. He was born in Racine, Wisconsin, August 
14, 1876. His father, Dr. J. R. Jones, a native of Wales, was there 
reared and educated, and became a druggist’s apprentice in his native 
land. In 1871 he left Shrewsbury, Wales, where he was working, 
and came to the United States, making his way to Racine, Wisconsin, 
where he was employed to conduct a drug store, continuing in that 
connection until his son Arthur was about two months old, when he 
decided to take up the study and practice of medicine. He spent one 
year in Rush Medical College at Chicago and then entered the Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons at Keokuk, lowa, where he was 
graduated. He practiced for a number of years in Racine and then 
removed to Fall River, Wisconsin. After remaining there for a 
few years and also spending a few years in Emporia, Kansas, he 
came to Randolph in 1887 and here continued in the active practice 
of his profession until his death in 1928. He was the loved family 
physician in many a household of Randolph and this section of the 
county. He was a man of progressive spirit and was the owner of 
the first automobile of the town, purchased in 1902. His death, which 
occurred when he was seventy-seven years of age, was deeply re- 
gretted by his many friends. 

Dr. J. R. Jones was married to Miss Mary Ann Peat, also a native 
of Wales, who after coming to America first worked for the family 
of J. I. Case. She survived her husband for about four years, dying 
in 1932, at the age of eighty-one. They were the parents of six chil- 
dren: Edward, who was born in 1878 and died in infancy; Kate, who 
was born September 21, 1874, and is the wife of William J. Williams, 
of Minneapolis; Arthur W. and John O., twins, the latter becoming a 
bookkeeper and accountant in Randolph, where he is also serving as 
mayor of the town; Mary, who was born January 24, 1881, and is now 
Mrs. E. W. Brandel, of Randolph, and the mother of one daughter, 
while prior to her marriage she was society editor of the Capital 
Times of Madison; and Jay I., who was born April 18, 1887. He is 
a pharmacy graduate of the University of Wisconsin of the class of 
1908 and is the owner of a splendidly equipped drug store of Ran- 
dolph. 

"Atter pursuing his early education in the schools of Emporia, 
Kansas, and of Randolph, Dr. Arthur W. Jones and his twin brother 
began learning telegraphy. In fact they took up the work when but 
twelve years of age and the Doctor’s first real job was as telegrapher 
at Horicon Junction, where he served from January, 1893, until the 
13th of October of that year. From that time until 1896 he did relief 
work as a telegrapher and made himself generally useful wherever 
he found something that was of interest to do, as any young man of 
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ambition would. At length he decided that he would become a physi- 
cian and entered the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Keokuk, 
Iowa, where his father had studied many years before. He took up 
his studies there September 15, 1897, and remained for a year, after 
which he received his credentials to enter the School of Physicians and 
Surgeons at Milwaukee, being there graduated on May 11, 1901, the 
M.D. degree being then conferred on him. 

Returning to Randolph, Doctor Jones joined his father in active 
practice and they were thus associated until the father retired from 
the active work of the profession because of ill health about fifteen 
years prior to his demise. Since then Dr. Arthur W. Jones has prac- 
ticed independently. For twenty-five years he had the agency of the 
Buick car in Randolph, but gave that up in 1986 and devotes most 
of his time to his practice, in which he shows skill and broad knowl- 
edge, being one of the leading physicians of this section. 

Doctor Jones occupies a lovely home which his father built. It 
is characteristic of the Doctor that he is constantly busy and he 
undertook a somewhat novel task—that of making a quilt of neckties 
which were sent to him from people in all parts of this country, while 
some came from abroad. Those of the most notable personages can 
be easily distinguished by their five-pointed-star shape and include 
those sent him by John Nance Garner, Jim Farley, Governor Heil, 
Bing Crosby, Adolph Menjou and Fred MacMurray. Others were 
from Isidore Wartski, mayor of Bangor, Wales; Clifford I. Huff, 
sales manager for the Goodyear Rubber Company at Buenos Aires, 
Argentina; Clayton M. Zieman, a teacher in Honolulu; J. R. Wil- 
liams, a Welsh singer; and John O. Jones, former village president 
of Randolph. Many of the distinguished members of the medical 
profession in Wisconsin have contributed ties and he also has one 
from Dr. Edward Vetter, who is with the armed forces in Australia. 
Men in almost every line of business have sent him ties and the unique 
plan provided the Doctor with diversions when he could not indulge 
in his favorite recreations of fishing and hunting. He also developed 
considerable efficiency in making hooked rugs. All this is character- 
istic of the fact that there is never a wasted moment in the life of 
Doctor Jones. Through his professional skill more than two thousand 
babies have been brought into the world and he never lost a mother in 
childbirth. He has been village health officer for a quarter of a cen- 
tury, succeeding his father in that position, and his professional 
record has won him the grateful appreciation of hundreds of his 
patients. He is a man of genial, jovial and kindly disposition and 
his life record proves the truth of the Emersonian philosophy that . 
“The way to win a friend is to be one.” 


Louis A. HARTL, one of the resourceful business men of Marsh- 
field, is always watchful of opportunities and in their utilization 
has found the path to success. He is now the president of the Citizens 
National Bank and president of the Marshfield Brewing Company, 
and is associated with other business interests that have proven 
important factors in the business growth and development of this 
section of Wisconsin. A native of Austria, he was born October 1, 1879, 
a son of Lorenz and Anna (Wolf) Hartl, who came to the United 
States soon after the birth of their son Louis, settling in Marshfield. 
The father, who was born in a small village in Austria in 1841, was 
married there to Anna Wolf, and they became the parents of nine 
children, Barbara, Lorenz, Anna, Emelia, Henry, Alois, Cecelia, 
John and Louis A., all born in Austria. Mr. and Mrs. Lorenz Hartl, 
with all of their children and his widowed mother, crossed the 
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Atlantic about 1880. On leaving home he was the possessor of twenty- 
seven thousand marks which he received for his property in Austria, 
but this was practically all used for the expenses of the trip to the 
new world, so that after reaching Marshfield he immediately sought 
employment, becoming the local agent for a Milwaukee concern, 
which he represented for several years. At the end of that time he 
built a house and business property at West Second and Chestnut 
streets and in 1887 he built a large barn to be used in connection 
with his hotel business, driving the last nail only a few hours before 
the great fire of 1887, which destroyed all his property. When it 
was evident that all would go he hired a farmer who was standing 
there to take away a wagon load of his furniture, but he never heard 
of the man or the furniture again. Undiscouraged by this catastrophe 
which had befallen him he immediately set to work to build a two- 
story brick building on the same site to be used as a hotel, and this 
he successfully conducted until he retired from active business, gain- 
‘ing a good living from his hotel interests. He gave his political sup- 
port to the Democratic party and he was a member of the Catholic 
church, giving most liberally to the support of St. John’s Cathedral, 
of which he was a communicant. He was also a charter member of 
the Catholic Knights of Wisconsin and of St. Joseph’s Society. 

Louis A. Hart], brought to America in his infancy, was reared 
in Marshfield, attending the public schools to the age of thirteen 
years, when he started out to provide for his own support by entering 
the employ of the grocery firm of Volmer & Voelker. Three years 
later he took over his father’s business and since that time his pro- 
gress along commercial and financial lines has been continuous, 
showing that he has made wide use of his time, talents and the 
chances that have come his way. His first important business enter- 
prise was in connection with the reorganization of the Marshfield 
Brewing Company in 1909, when he became the president, a position 
which he has since occupied, wisely directing its operations until 
substantial success has been achieved. He employs thirty people at 
the brewery and the product, under the name of Marshfield beer, is 
sold all over Wisconsin. In 1917 he organized the Marshfield Brick 
& Tile Company, which specializes in the manufacture of face brick, 
the well equipped plant having a capacity of thirty-six thousand 
brick daily. Since its founding Mr. Hartl has been president and 
treasurer of the company and he is the president and director as well 
as a large stockholder of the Citizens National Bank, which has a 
capital stock of $200,000; surplus and undivided profits of more 
than $101,000; reserves of $50,000, and deposits of nearly $4,500,000. 
The bank is following a most progressive policy in furthering the war 
effort and in aiding depositors to make investments in war bonds. 
The broad vision and far sightedness of Mr. Hart] have been valu- 
able elements in the profitable conduct of all the various enterprises 
with which he is associated, and he has contributed much to the com- 
mercial and financial welfare of the city in which he has spent prac- 
tically his entire life. 

In 1910 Louis A. Hart] married Theckla Backus, a daughter of 
August F. and Caroline (Speigel) Backus, of Kewaskum, Wisconsin. 
She was born in 1880, and the only child of this marriage is Caroline 
Ann, who was born in 1912 and is a graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin. She also took special work in dietetics in Boston and 
later was assistant to Mr. Halverson in Madison. She is now the wife 
of O. B. Allen, who is serving as a staff sergeant with the armed 
forces overseas, and she has returned home to remain with her par- 
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ents during his absence. Mr. and Mrs. O. B. Allen have a daughter, 
Patricia, born in July, 1944. 

In all matters of citizenship Mr. Hartl takes a stand on the side 
of improvement and upbuilding. He has served as alderman and for 
twenty-five years he was a member of the local fire department, of 
which he acted as treasurer. In 1901 he was the builder of the 
Armory, which will always stand as a monument to his progressive 
spirit and his influence. He belongs to St. John’s Catholic church 
and, like his father, is very generous in its support, he and his wife 
having been the donors of the set of bells to the church. He belongs 
to the Knights of Columbus, to the Catholic Knights, of which he 
was. secretary for a number of years, and he has membership with 
the Catholic Foresters, St. Joseph’s Society, the Wisconsin Travelers 
Protection Association and the Elks and Eagles lodges. The con- 
sensus of public opinion ranks him among the foremost citizens and 
progressive business men of Marshfield. 


JERRY DONOHUE, who was born in County Cork, Ireland, in 1845, 
died in Sheboygan in 1908. He accompanied his parents on their re- 
moval to Sheboygan Falls in 1857, when a lad of twelve years, and at 
the age of fifteen he began his railroad career, in which connection he 
steadily worked his way upward until he was widely known as a 
railroad builder in Wisconsin. He started sawing wood for the old 
woodburning engines operating between Sheboygan and Greenbush 
and in July, 1861, when sixteen years of age, he was made station 
agent at Glenbeulah for the Sheboygan & Fond du Lac Railroad Com- 
pany. Two years later he was made a fireman and in 1863 went to 
Milwaukee, where he was employed by the Milwaukee & Prairie du 
Chien Railroad Company. 

In 1865 Mr. Donohue returned to Glenbeulah as baggagemaster 
with the Sheboygan & Fond du Lac Railroad and eight months later 
was made grain buyer by the company, continuing in charge of grain 
buying and shipping until a start was made to extend the line from 
Glenbeulah to Fond du Lac. He was then made conductor of the con- 
struction train and time keeper, serving in those capacities until the 
line was completed, when he was made yardmaster at Fond du Lac and 
was also grain and produce buyer for the company. 

In 1871 he was selected to take charge of grading and track laying 
between Sheboygan and Milwaukee on the Ashland Division of the 
Chicago & North Western Railroad, and he ran the first train between 
the two cities. When the line was extended from Sheboygan to Mani- 
towoc he had charge of construction and upon its completion was made 
roadmaster of the line from Milwaukee to Manitowoc and the line 
from Sheboygan to Appleton. In 1874 he was advanced to the po- 
sition of assistant superintendent and in 1878 was made superintend- 
ent, which office he filled until 1887, and during that time had charge - 
of much construction work, the lines being extended. In 1887 he 
temporarily retired because of his health but afterward became su- 
perintendent of tracks, bridges and buildings until 1890, when he 
became assistant general manager and purchasing agent, thus con- 
tinuing until November, 1892, when the old company was absorbed 
by the Chicago & North Western Railroad and he resigned, being then 
the oldest employe in years of service on the road, having had thirty- 
one years of experience in construction and operating departments. 

From 1874 until 1878 Mr. Donohue had made his home in Mani- 
towoc and through the succeeding decade lived in Milwaukee, while 
from 1888 until he passed from this life he resided in Sheboygan, 
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where he owned considerable real estate. He was much interested in 
civic affairs and watched with keen appreciation the steady develop- 
ment and progress of the state, in which connection his railroad build- 
ing was an important feature. 

On the 12th of May, 1874, Mr. Donohue was married in Glen- 
beulah, Wisconsin, to Abigail Ann Clark, a native of Rhode Island 
and a daughter of Hazael P. and Theodosia (Ballard) Clark. The 
Clark family were originally Quakers who settled in Rhode Island in 
early Colonial days, and among its members were those who fought 
for American independence in the Revolutionary War, the father of 
Isaac Clark having been a member of the Patriot Army. Isaac Clark 
was born in 1770 and died in 1814. His son, Hazael Peckham Clark, 
married Amy Keach, and they were parents of Hazael Peckham Clark 
Jr., who was born in Gloucester, Providence County, Rhode Island, 
December 24, 1806, and died December 11, 1887. He was a school 
_ teacher, cotton mill owner and merchant in Rhode Island. He also 
served as high sheriff, justice of the peace and selectman. In 1850 
he came to Sheboygan County, Wisconsin, and purchased 320 acres of 
land on section 1 in the town of Greenbush, adjoining the present 
village of Glenbeulah. He also owned eighty acres in the town of 
Rhine, at what was known as Brotherton, Calumet County, where is 
located the Methodist church that has been in use longer than any 
other in the state. He owned and operated the only sawmill in that 
vicinity. He was of the Quaker faith and he died January 8, 1856, 
when fifty-two years of age. His daughter, Abigail Ann, became the 
wife of Jerry Donohue, and they had a family of one daughter and two 
sons: Abigail, the wife of Herbert M. Moore, D.D., a clergyman and 
educator who since 1920 has been president of Lake Forest College at 
Lake Forest, Illinois; Hazael, who died in 1909; and Jerry Donohue 
II, who is prominently known in engineering circles and is mentioned 
at length elsewhere in this work. 


JERRY DONOHUE II, a consulting engineer and for many years 
president of the Jerry Donohue Engineering Company of Sheboygan, 
with offices at 608 North Eighth Street, was born in Milwaukee, Wis- 
consin, January 20, 1885, and died at Sheboygan, April 138, 1943. He 
was the son of Jerry and Abigail Ann (Clark) Donohue. The father’s 
people came from Ireland in 1847 and settled in the town of Meeme, 
Manitowoc County, Wisconsin, while the Clark family came from 
Rhode Island in 1850 and settled in the town of Greenbush. The 
father began a railroad career by sawing wood for the wood burning 
engines running between Sheboygan and Glenbeulah and later became 
superintendent of the Milwaukee, Lake Shore & Western Railroad 
and had charge of constructing the road from Milwaukee to Ashland. 
He is mentioned at length elsewhere in this publication. 

Jerry Donohue II after completing a course in the Sheboygan 
high school entered the University of Wisconsin, where he won his 
Bachelor of Science degree in 1907, and in 1934 his alma mater con- 
ferred on him the Master’s degree of civil-engineer. His college fra- 
ternity was Phi Kappa Sigma. After leaving the University he be- 
came division engineer of the Tennessee Coal, Iron & Railroad Com- 
pany in Birmingham, Alabama, filling that position from 1907 until 
1910. He then practiced at Sheboygan as a consulting engineer and 
surveyor, and in 1921 incorporated the Jerry Donohue Engineering 
Company. He practiced as professional engineer with the company 
until 1929, when he was appointed chairman of the Wisconsin High- 
way Commission, being the first full time chairman under the new 
highway law. He served in that office until 1931, after which he 
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again engaged in practice as a consulting engineer. The Company 


‘are designing and supervising engineers for sewers, paving, and sew- 


age and water treatment plants and also handle drainage projects and 
land subdivision. They have designed and supervised the construction 
of many sewage and water treatment plants and other municipal 
projects and were the first sanitary engineers in the Middle West to 
recognize the value of sludge gas as a by-product of sewage treat- 
ment. During the past twenty-five years the Jerry Donohue En- 
gineering Company has designed many treatment plants utilizing gas 
from sewage as a source of power and heat. Plants at Beaver Dam, 
Green Bay, Sheboygan, Wausau, Shawano, Manitowoc and many 
others have been constructed under their supervision, and the by- 
product has thus been made a source of profit. Mr. Donohue was 
also the president of the Donohue Realty Company, selling, leasing, 
appraising and platting land, handling business and manufacturing 
sites, homes and farms on a brokerage basis. Mr. Donohue was like- 
wise a director of the Security National Bank, and thus was promi- 
nently and closely connected with the business interests and develop- 
ment of Sheboygan. He was the author of various engineering papers 
on sewage treatment and published two very outstanding atlases of 
Sheboygan County, the last one containing much early history, writ- 
ten by his daughter Abigail and issued in 1940. 

Mr. Donohue belonged to many national and local societies of a 
technical and professional nature. He was a member of the Engineer- 
ing Society of Wisconsin, of which he was president in 1922, the 
American Concrete Institute, American Water Works Association, 
American Road Builders Association, American Public Works Asso- 
ciation, National Rivers and Harbors Congress, American Society of 
Civil Engineers and Central States Sewage Works Association. The 
interest he took in civic welfare is shown in his membership: in the 
Sheboygan Association of Commerce, of which he was president in 
1925 and 1926, and the fact that he was a charter member of the 
Rotary Club and served as its president in 1925. Well known in 
Masonic circles, he was a past master of Sheboygan Lodge No. 11, 
F.&A.M., and had taken the degrees of both York and Scottish Rites 
and was a Shriner. He belonged to the Sheboygan Country Club, 
which he served as president in 1926, and he was a director of the 
University of Wisconsin Alumni Association. His political allegiance 
was given to the Republican party. The only public office he filled was 
that of county surveyor, to which he was elected in 1911 and which 
he held until his death. He found recreational interest in swimming, 
in witnessing football games and in stamp collecting. 

On October 10, 1911, Mr. Donohue married Leila Marion Bishop, 
of Sheboygan, a past president of the Sheboygan Woman’s Club and 
a communicant of Grace Episcopal Church, of which Mr. Donohue had 
also been a member. The family circle includes two daughters, a son 
and three grandsons. Abigail Evaleen, the elder daughter, was born 
June 8, 1912. She was graduated from the University of Wisconsin 
in 1934, the same year in which the University conferred on her father 
his master’s degree. She is now a lieutenant (j.g.) of WAVES and was 
married June 29, 1945, to Lt. Com. Lute Leo Owrey, of Brandywine 
Summit, Pennsylvania. Kathleen Bishop, born October 4, 1914, a 
graduate of Sweet Briar College of the class of 1936, was married June 
19, 1937, to James Franklin McCormack, of the Bay West Paper Com- 
pany of Green Bay, who is now an official of the OPA at Green Bay. 
Their children are James Michael McCormack, born July 2, 1940, 
Jerry Donohue McCormack, born January 14, 1943, and Dennis 
Patrick McCormack, born May 20, 1945. The son, Jerry Donohue III, 
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born June 12, 1920, has his Bachelor and Master of Arts degrees from 
Dartmouth College. He is a Phi Beta Kappa and was instructor in 
chemistry at Dartmouth and is now doing chemical war research at 
California Institute of Technology. He was married February 10, 
1945, to Patricia Schreier, of Sheboygan. Jerry Donohue II died 
April 18, 19438, in Sheboygan and is buried at Wildwood, Sheboygan. 


HOWARD B. QUIMBY is numbered among the representative citizens 
of Reedsburg, where he is successfully engaged in the practice of law 
and where he has been called upon to serve in various public capaci- 
ties, in all of which he has proven his loyalty and his progressiveness 
in citizenship. Born at Prairie du Sac, Wisconsin, October 29, 1874, 
he is a son of John B. and Sarah (Leland) Quimby. The father was 
reared by Bartlett Quimby, who was a native of Quebec, Canada, 
whence he removed to Vermont. Having decided to seek the oppor- 
tunities of the growing West, John B. Quimby made his way to Wis- 
consin, settling at Prairie du Sac. He was a school teacher, an attor- 
ney and served as county judge of Sauk County. He exerted a widely 
felt influence over public thought and action in his part of the state 
and for six years represented his district in the State Legislature, 
serving during a part of that time as chairman of the judiciary com- 
mittee of the State Senate. He married Sarah Leland, whose name 
figures in the historic annals as the first white child brought to Sauk 
County. She was a daughter of Cyrus Leland, who came from Massa- 
chusetts and took up his residence in Wisconsin in 18387. Shortly 
before the Civil War he moved with his family to Kansas, Sarah 
Leland, who had married John B. Quimby, remaining in Wisconsin. 
Cyrus Leland and his two sons, Cyrus Jr. and Howard, actively par- 
ticipated in the Civil War in the Union forces. 

Howard B. Quimby was the seventh in order of birth in the family 
of eight children born to John B. and Sarah (Leland) Quimby. He 
attended the public schools of Sauk City and Prairie du Sac until he 
had completed the high school course and he also taught school for a 
year. After finishing his studies there he decided to go south and, 
wanting to become a newspaper man, he found work in that field of 
labor at Savannah, Tennessee, hoping to make journalism his life 
work. He also had a considerable preference for the law and in his 
early manhood devoted considerable time to law reading While at Sa- 
vannah he had an opportunity to buy an interest in a newspaper and 
wrote to his parents, asking if they were willing to finance him in 
the undertaking. They replied that they were not but that if he 
wished to study law they would be happy to aid him, so accordingly 
he enrolled as a law student in Cumberland College at Lebanon, 
Tennessee, where he was graduated with the class of 1896. 

At that time his father, a prominent attorney, was ready to retire 
from active practice and, having a large law library, he offered it to 
his son, who then returned to Wisconsin to establish himself in his 
profession. He practiced only a year, however, when he was offered 
a position on a newspaper at Baraboo and in 1899 he entered into 
partnership with Ted Ninman in the ownership and publication of 
the Reedsburg Times, which was one of the best weekly papers pub- 
lished in this section of the state. This partnership continued for 
fifteen years or until Mr. Quimby was appointed postmaster of the 
city of Reedsburg by President Theodore Roosevelt and filled the posi- 
tion for six years. 

On his retirement from the office of postmaster Mr. Quimby re- 
sumed the practice of law, entering the law office of James Stone. 
After five years, however, he has since practiced independently of 
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partnership relations, specializing mostly in probate, guardianship 
and trust estate work, and recognition of his services in this work has 
brought him a steadily increasing clientage. His fellow townsmen, 
appreciating his sterling worth, have called upon him to serve in vari- 
ous public positions and he has been a member of the county board of 
supervisors and the city school board and has served as mayor of 
Reedsburg for three terms, his administration of municipal affairs 
showing his deep interest in the welfare and progress of the city. In 
politics he maintains an independent course, voting for men and meas- 
ures rather than party and maintaining an open mind and liberal atti- 
tude on all questions of vital interest. Fraternally he is a Royal Arch 
Mason and he became a charter member of the Kiwanis Club, of 
which he has served as secretary. His military record consists of 
service with the Wisconsin National Guard, in which he attained the 
rank of captain. 
On the 9th of November, 1911, Mr. Quimby married Catherin 
Hillesheim, of Sleepy Eye, Minnesota, who was a teacher before her. 
marriage. They have become parents of three children: Catherine 
Margaret, who was graduated from Lawrence College on the com- 
pletion of a course in music; Mildred Sarah, who is a graduate of 
the University of Wisconsin; and Bartlett Leland, who was an out- 
standing scholar and athlete, but died in 19384, at the age of seven- 
teen years. Mrs. Quimby, like her husband, is much interested in 
community progress and is serving on the board of education and on 
the Library board, while at all times she gives her support to plans 
and measures for the public good. She also has membership in the 
Fastern Star chapter, and both Mr. and Mrs. Quimby are well known 
socially, having a host of warm friends in the city where they reside. 


St. JOSEPH’S HOSPITAL is an outstanding institution of Wisconsin, 
not only from the fact that few cities of the size of Marshfield in the 
entire country can boast of so large an institution as this, but rather 
because the service here rendered has been one of the greatest possible 
value to mankind. A dream and a vision of a woman living four thous- 
and miles away became a reality in the development of this hospital, 
whose worth to central Wisconsin cannot be over estimated. More 
than half a century has passed since the initial steps were taken in 
founding this hospital. 

The order of the Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother came into being 
in Rome, Italy, as the result of the efforts of Amalia Rosa Streitel, 
and its work soon extended into various sections of Europe and then 
to the United States with the founding of St. Francis Hospital in 
Wichita, Kansas. From there came two sisters of the order to Wis- 
consin to find ways and means for the continuance of their work with 
the sick. Here they met two priests, one of whom was Father Paul 
Geyer, pastor of St. John’s Church in Marshfield, who on learning 
that the order had established a hospital in Kansas, expressed a wish 
to have one in Marshfield, and on December 9, 1890, the founder of 
the order, now known as Mother Frances, reached Marshfield with 
a group of Sisters. After a site was secured the hospital was opened 
in a frame building which is still standing and entered upon what 
often seemed a precarious existence. Early in 1891, however, Mon- 
signor Joseph Joch was appointed extraordinary confessor to the Sis- 
ters in Marshfield and a little later Bishop Schwebach ordered him to 
remain permanently. There were many problems to be solved and 
difficulties to be overcome. At length ten acres of land were secured 
where the hospital now stands and a building was erected at a cost 
of twelve thousand dollars, but the basement where the Sisters estab- 
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lished their convent was unfinished, there being no plaster and no floor 
and there was no water in the house except what the sisters pumped by 
hand and carried to a tank in the attic. Patients did not come quickly 
to the new hospital, but Monsignor Joch saved the day financially by 
establishing a hydro-therapy treatment, but this did not prove help- 
ful to the medical section, and in time attention was concentrated on 
the latter. In February, 1891, Dr. W. H. Wells was brought from 
Wichita, Kansas, as hospital physician, but there was little cooperation 
from the five physicians practicing in Marshfield. Gradually, however, 
they began to take a greater interest, especially Doctor Doege, and 
in time his example was followed by others, so that the original build- 
ing became too small and the work on a regular hospital building was 
begun. It was forty by eighty feet, and an addition to the first plan 
covered fourteen by twenty-six feet. This building was ready for oc- 
cupancy February 2, 1891. In 1895 the change from hydro-therapy 
to medical treatments was effected, with sixteen Sisters in charge. 
Increased patronage led to an addition being built in 1901, providing 
six more rooms, and one hundred and sixty-three patients were re- 
ceived that year, reaching two hundred and seventy-six by 19038. Still 
the business of the hospital found facilities inadequate and on Feb- 
ruary 2, 1908, the Sisters moved into a fifty thousand dollar addi- 
tion and more rooms were then available for patients, who about that 
time numbered more than three hundred. In 1909 another wing was 
added to the northwest corner of the building, including not only 
rooms for patients but also a new operating room and two surgical 
dressing rooms. 

By 19138 the admission to the hospital had perched seven hundred 
and ninety-five for the year, and a third floor was added to the original 
building and an outdoor air department. In 1914 St. Joseph’s School of 
Nursing was established, followed by the founding of the Marshfield 
Clinic in 1917. In that year hospital admission had reached the 
thousandth mark and in 1917 an excavation was begun for the con- 
struction of a southwest wing, forty-two by one hundred and forty- 
two feet, and a new unit north of the chapel costing one hundred and 
fifty-two thousand dollars. The large wing supplied not only many new 
rooms but also sun parlors, operating rooms, an X-Ray laboratory, 
maternity departments, hydro-therapy and electro- therapy rooms and 
new classrooms for the School of Nursing on the ground floor. The 
unit north of the chapel provided a powerhouse, laundry and isola- 
tion rooms. Children’s rooms were provided when the Nurses Home 
was completed in 1922, their former quarters being then used for 
children, and later the third floor was converted into a pavilion for 
patients. The original section of the hospital was razed and rebuilt 
in 19385, with a new fourth floor addition for an obstetrical ward, and 
this change also provided general and diet kitchens better located 
than the old ones had been. Further improvement came in 1941 in 
the building of the entrance addition to the hospital, so that it is 
possible to enter from the sidewalk level with all stairways enclosed. 

The notable feature of the hospital’s jubilee year, however, was 
the formal dedication of the new addition to St. Joseph’s School of 
Nursing, making this a complete unit in itself as a result of a two 
hundred thousand dollar reconstruction plan. On this occasion the 
late Most Rev. William R. Griffin, auxiliary bishop of La Crosse, offi- 
ciated and the celebration lasted for three days, one of which was 
termed “doctor’s day,” distinguished physicians coming from other 
sections of Wisconsin and adjoining states. The highest standard of 
nurses’ training is here maintained and the second and third floors 
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of their buildings are given over to a most modern private room ar- 
rangement, each room being eight by fourteen and a half feet, well 
equipped and tastefully furnished, and each room is connected with 
the attendant’s office by the annunciator system, which enables the 
office to call any individual room at any time. The new addition sup- 
plied sixty-eight more rooms and seventy-two more beds, and there 
is a large second floor porch at the rear of the building. Graduates of 
the school are today widely scattered in important positions, while 
twelve or more are now on the nursing staff of the hospital. There is 
a new chemical laboratory provided for the school, together with an 
extensive library, and the students spend forty-eight hours a week 
in preparation for the calling they have chosen. 

Today the hospital receives approximately four thousand cases 
annually. The work is highly systematized so there is no lost motion 
or inefficiency, and each department is most capably supervised by 
forty Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother, while highly skilled physicians 
attend to their particular specialties and each department has been 
developed to a point of perfection that makes the hospital an outstand- 
ing institution of the Middle West. A farm connected with the hos- 
pital supplies many of its diet needs. There are fifty-seven graduates 
in nursing from St. Joseph Hospital who are serving in the armed 
forces in all parts of the world. 


FRANK EK. HARVEY, an attorney by profession and the vice presi- 
dent of the Plankinton Consolidated Company of Milwaukee, situated 
at 161 West Wisconsin Avenue, is associated in this business with 
his brothers, Richard D., who is the president of the company, and 
A. J. Harvey Jr., who is the secretary-treasurer. All three brothers 
were born in Cleveland, Ohio, sons of Albert J. and Clara Volmar 
(Dreher) Harvey. The father, born in London, England, November 
21, 1876, is a son of George A. and Frances A. (Wynne) Harvey, 
also natives of England, whence they came to the United States in 
1877. George A. Harvey was a veterinary surgeon, who served his 
apprenticeship in the stables of Queen Victoria. He settled first 
in Philadelphia and later in Pittsburgh, removing from that city to 
Cleveland. 

Albert J. Harvey was educated in the Pittsburgh public schools 
and became an office boy for the Cleveland World. He was advanced 
through various departments until he became financial and real 
estate editor of that paper, whereby he gained a wide knowledge of 
realty values and conditions. He next became a partner of Max P. 
Wolverton in a small real estate and investment business and after 
acquiring the Wolverton interests in 1901, greatly developed the 
business. Later he organized and became president of the Euclid- 
Doan Company, which obtained a franchise from the city for the 
manufacture and distribution of heat, light and power for the eastern 
section of the city, and this contributed greatly to the upbuilding 
of that district. 

In December, 1915, Albert J. Harvey came with his family to 
Milwaukee and began to raze the old Plankinton Hotel, leasing the 
land from the Plankinton estate for ninety-nine years. He then 
erected the Plankinton Arcade, an outstanding structure of the city. 
The building is almost a city within itself, containing millinery, dress, 
jewelry, drug, shoe and candy stores and shops of all types on the 
ground and second floors; recreational facilities are found in the 
sub-street floor and the upper five floors are used exclusively for 
office space. It is unique in that all rentals are made on a minimum 
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guarantee and percentage basis. In addition to his business interests 
in Milwaukee and Cleveland, Albert J. Harvey negotiated ninety-nine 
year leases on much State Street property in Chicago. 

Albert J. Harvey was married June 25, 1904, to Clara Volmar 
Dreher, of Cleveland, Ohio, and the three sons, Richard D., Frank E. 
and Albert Jr., are now in charge of the Plankinton Consolidated 
Company, its office being situated in the underground story. The 
company owns and conducts the Arcade billiard room, the Arcade 
bowling alleys, the Arcade Green Room, the Arcade news stand and 
the Arcade Red Room bar. 

Frank E. Harvey, who is very active in charge of the business 
affairs of the company, of which he is the vice president, attended 
the Hartford Avenue public school of Milwaukee and afterward the 
Milwaukee Country Day School. He then entered the University 
of Wisconsin, where he won his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1934 and 
his Bachelor of Laws degree as a member of the class of 1936. He 
began the practice of law in Milwaukee and in the same year he with 
his brother founded the Plankinton Consolidated Company. Through 
the direction of these interests he is leading a very busy and useful 
life and is recognized as one of Milwaukee’s most energetic and enter- 
prising citizens, ready for any emergency and for any opportunity. 

During his college days Mr. Harvey became a member of Alpha 
Tau Omega and of the law fraternity Phi Delta Phi. 

Frank E. Harvey married Elizabeth Graham, a daughter of Alex- 
ander and Mollie (Grinde) Graham, both still living, her father being 
the efficient head of the Milwaukee vocational school. Mr. and Mrs. 
Harvey have two children: Frank E. Jr., who is in his fifth year, and 
Steven Graham, in his first year. The family residence is at 204 East 
Birch Avenue. It was a fortunate day for Milwaukee when the 
Harvey family came to this city, for they have contributed in sub- 
stantial measure to business progress and development here, and have 
established high standards that have constituted a business pattern 
for others. 


DAVID OWEN JONES, a member of the law firm of Boardman, Jones 
& Hamilton of Mineral Point, was born May 31, 1904, in Dodge 
County, Wisconsin, a son of Richard G. and Mary E. (Jones) Jones. 
His grandfather, the Hon. Owen R. Jones, who came from the State 
of New York and settled in Dodge County in 1840, took a prominent 
part in state politics and several times represented his district in the 
General Assembly, leaving the impress of his individuality upon legis- 
lation enacted through his stanch support of the measures which he 
believed to be for the benefit of the commonwealth. He had a brother, 
John Jones, who joined the Union Army for service in the Civil War 
and was killed on the field of battle. The maternal grandparents of 
David Owen Jones were David R. and Ellen Jones, natives of Wales, 
who settled in Columbia County, Wisconsin, after living for a short 
time at Oshkosh, and the grandfather became one of the substantial 
farmers in the vicinity of Randolph, where they spent their remain- 
ing days. In the family of Mr. and Mrs. Richard G. Jones were two 
children, the daughter being Margaret M. Jones, who is a graduate of 
the University of Wisconsin. 

The public school system of Oshkosh provided David O. Jones with 
his early educational privileges and after completing the high school 
course he entered Ripon College, where his: Bachelor of Arts degree 
was conferred on him in 1926. He pursued his law studies at the 
University of Wisconsin, where he was graduated with the LL.B. de- 
gree in 1931 and he began practicing in association with Eugene 
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Haley at Racine, where he remained for five years. On the expiration 
of that period he came to Mineral Point, where he became a member 
of the law firm of Fiedler, Boardman, Jones & Fiedler, but since 1943 
the firm has been Boardman, Jones & Hamilton. They occupy an 
enviable position at the bar of this district and have a large clientele 
which connects them with much of the important litigation heard in 
the courts. Mr. Jones served as district attorney in 1940 and was 
governor of the Fifth judicial circuit in 1939-40. 

Mr. Jones married Ora Campbell, of Dodgeville, Wisconsin, daugh- 
ter of John: Campbell, a prominent business man of that place, who 
died in 1935. Mrs. Jones is a graduate of the University of Wiscon- 
sin and she belongs to the Woman’s Club of Mineral Point. There 
are two children of this marriage, David John, who was born Febru- 
ary 22, 1941, and Mary Jane, who was born June 17, 1944. Both Mr. 
and Mrs. Jones are active in connection with the civic affairs and 
the social life of the community and he belongs to the Masonic order, 
the Kiwanis Club, Iowa County Conservation Club, the Madison Club 
and the Congregational church, associations that indicate the nature 
of his interests and the rules that shape his relations with his fellow- 
men. Along strictly professional lines he is connected with the Iowa 
County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Association and 
the American Bar Association. 


CHARLES S. ANDERSON, who since 1913 has been associated with 
the Belle City Malleable Iron Company, is now president of this or- 
ganization, recognized as one of the chief business interests of Racine. 
A lifelong resident here, he was born January 38, 1890, a son of Soren 
Christian and Jensine (Petersen) Anderson. The father came to 
Racine about 1885 and until his death in 1919 was engaged in the 
building and contracting business. He and his wife, who died in 
1941, were natives of Denmark. 

Reared in Racine, Charles S. Anderson passed through consecutive 
grades in the public schools until he completed the high school course 
and then took his initial step in the business world by entering the 
employ of the J. I. Case Threshing Machine Company, with which he 
remained for two years, when he resigned to join the Mitchell Wagon 
Company. His realization of the value of industry, reliability and 
capability brought him promotion after two and a half years with the 
company to the important position of manager of the cost department 
of the Mitchell Motor Car Company, and he continued with the 
Mitchell Motors Company for an additional year and a half. In 1913 
he joined the Belle City Malleable Iron Company, becoming its secre- 
tary-treasurer. Later election took him to the vice presidency and 
at the same time he continued as the secretary and became the general 
manager. Since 1935 he has been the president and the secretary and 
now concentrates upon administrative direction and executive control 
of a business that constitutes one of the most important productive 
industries of the state. He has intimate and comprehensive knowledge 
of the business, and during his association therewith has constantly 
increased the volume of its trade until today it demands the employ- 
ment of approximately one thousand people. An extended account of 
the plant and its operation is given on another page of this work, for 
its history forms an integral chapter in the annals of industrial de- 
velopment in Racine. 

Mr. Anderson was married September 25, 1912, to Miss Signa W. 
Amundsen, of Milwaukee, who died in March, 1935. In 1938 Mrs. 
Elsie Ewens became his wife. In all that pertains to the material, 
civic and moral progress of his native city Mr. Anderson is deeply 
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interested. He belongs to Trinity Methodist Church, of which he 
has served as a trustee for many years, and he is identified with the 
Young Men’s Christian Association. He has membership in the Union 
League Club of Chicago and the Racine Country Club, and through 
these avenues and through his hobby as a fisherman he largely finds 
his recreational release from arduous business cares and responsi- 
bilities, for in addition to his duties at Belle City Malleable Iron Com- 
pany he is a director of Poor & Company of Chicago and Bates Ex- 
panded Steel Corporation of East Chicago, Indiana. He is active in 
the affairs of the foundry industry in general, having served as a 
director of the Malleable Founders Society and the American Foundry- 
men’s Association and to these has rendered valuable service through 
his work on various committees. He is now a member of the Mal- 
leable Industry Advisory Committee of the War Production Board 
and he is a director of the state and local manufacturers associations. 
He is also serving as a director and the secretary of the Evanston 
Collegiate Institute of Evanston, Illinois, and thus his interests and 
activities are constantly expanding in scope and increasing in im- 
portance as results are achieved. 


BELLE CITY MALLEABLE IRON COMPANY. The foundries of the 
Belle City Malleable Iron Company and subsidiary, Racine Steel Cast- 
ings Company, form a compact unit covering several city blocks on 
the north side of Racine. This foundry unit ranks as the largest 
foundry in the state producing all types of ferrous castings for the 
trade, including malleable, belmalloy (pearlitic malleable), belectromal 
(high strength malleable), carbon and low alloy steel, and belectric 
gray iron castings. These castings form vital parts of such mobile 
equipment as trucks, tractors, farm implements and railroad cars and 
engines, as well as of many types of machinery and industrial equip- 
ment. 

The origins of Belle City Malleable Iron Company not only reach 
back into the so-called “‘horse and buggy age” but had a close connec- 
tion with that means of transportation. The small forge shop set up 
by John Jensen at Kewaunee and Forest streets in 1888 to produce 
wrought iron fittings for the carriages, wagons and farm tools of the 
day was the kernel from which grew the present plant extending over 
many acres in this locality. 

The rapidly increasing demand for his product induced “Trip- 
hammer John” to make a start toward greater production of his parts 
and fittings by installing a cupola melting furnace, coremaking and 
molding equipment, annealing ovens, etc., for producing malleable 
castings. Malleable iron, although known in America since 1820, had 
made almost no headway up to this time, partly through lack of ap- 
preciation of its adaptability for large production and partly because 
it required extensive equipment and very close control and super- 
vision. 

In 1892 it occurred to several enterprising men, connected with the 
hardware trade, that there was a promising future for a business 
based on malleable fittings which could be made faster, cheaper and 
just as serviceable as fittings forged out of wrought iron stock. They 
bought Jensen’s forge shop and malleable foundry and incorporated 
the plant as Belle City Malleable Iron Company. Their first improve- 
ments were to add a ten-ton air furnace, a quite similar type to the 
furnace used today for the better grade of malleable iron, and to de- 
velop business in the agricultural field. Meanwhile the plant’s mal- 
leable castings were effectively replacing wrought iron for carriage 
and wagon hardware. 
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FOUNDRIES OF BELLE CITY MALLEABLE [RON Co. AND RACINE STEEL 
a CASTINGS Co. AT RACINE, WISCONSIN. PRODUCERS OF ) 
ALL TYPES OF FERROUS CASTINGS 
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The growing mechanization of farm implements and the great 
extension of the railroads in the 1890s, with their heavy purchases of 
freight cars, opened up a broader field for malleable castings. The 
demands of the Spanish-American War in 1898 for military equip- 
ment were puny indeed compared to what is needed for the “total 
wars” of today, but preceded an era of vast expansion in industry. 
The rapidly growing automotive industry found malleable castings 
well adapted to its needs and began to take a steadily increasing quan- 
tity of them from 1900 on. The Belle City Malleable Iron Company 
grew in step with the now fast expanding field for malleable castings. 

In 1912 a steel foundry was acquired and became the Racine Steel 
Castings Company division. Steel castings were a new product then 
and ‘were being fostered by the railroads on account of their great 
strength and adaptability. The capacity of the steel plant was greatly 
increased in 1916 when the crucible melting furnaces were replaced by 
one of the first electric furnaces seen in a middle west foundry. 

The first World War required a great deal more cooperation from 
the iron and steel industry than any previous war, due to the use for 
the first time on a large scale of self-propelled vehicles, trucks, trac- 
tors, tanks and motorcycles. The company was able to supply large 
tonnages of malleable and steel castings, the most needed types of 
castings for mobile equipment. 

A development of the 1930s was the extension of the use of electric 
furnaces to the production of superior grades of gray iron and mal- 
leable iron. Belectric iron, first poured in 1930, was melted in an elec- 
tric furnace and more lately melted in the cupola and refined in the 
electric furnace. This produced a high quality gray iron of excep- 
tionally dependable physical properties, suitable for many uses from 
which gray iron had been heretofore excluded. Belmalloy, a pearlitic 
malleable iron, melted like malleable iron, refined in the electric fur- 
nace and then annealed in the malleable ovens, was developed in 1935 
to fit between malleable and steel castings in its physical properties. It 
obtained immediate acceptance for heavy duty parts of trucks and 
tractors and other uses requiring strength, rigidity and wear re- 
sistance. 

Another product developed a few years later was belectromal. 
This high strength malleable iron retains the ductility and easy ma- 
chining qualities of regular malleable while giving from twenty-five 
per cent to thirty per cent greater tensile properties. It found many 
uses because of its ability to withstand higher shock loads and stresses 
and at low cost. 

The outbreak of the second World War found the company with a 
large productive capacity for several types of high grade ferrous 
castings suitable for the enormous and varied needs of the armed 
services for field equipment capable of withstanding the severest duty 
that mobile equipment ever had to endure. All through the war the 
steel foundry has been under pressure from the Government to work 
at fullest capacity. A new top charge electric furnace was installed 
and the cleaning and finishing departments were enlarged to boost the 
output of steel castings. 

It soon became apparent that the available malleable capacity was 
inadequate for the greatly increasing war demand for malleable cast- 
ings. During the winter of 1943-44 the company undertook a program 
of mechanization and development designed to step up substantially 
production in the malleable division. Much new equipment was added, 
including melting furnaces, sand conditioning and handling equip- 
ment, conveyor lines, etc. 
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There was no conversion problem involved in changing over to 
war production, nor will there be a reconversion problem in returning 
to peacetime production. Steel castings were furnished for tanks, 
tractors, amphibians (“ducks”), motor trucks, trailers, jacks for 
bombers and military vehicles, prime movers, etc. The company’s 
malleable castings went into guns of various types, including the forty 
mm. Bofors anti-aircraft, tanks, tractors, half tracks, trucks, trailers, 
amphibians, jacks, freight car and locomotive parts. Belectric iron, 
the company’s electric furnace gray iron, was used extensively for 
tanks, military tractors, motor trucks, engine castings, power reverse 
gears and power units for landing craft. Belmalloy (pearlitic mal- 
leable) and belectromal (high strength malleable) castings were used 
all through the war in half track military vehicles, military tractors, 
motor trucks, ete. One or more of the several types of ferrous cast- 
ings made by the company were used on many items of equipment for 
the air corps, signal corps, engineers, and in almost all combat di- 
visions of the army, the marines and the navy generally. 

Belle City Malleable Iron Company was among the first foundries 
to receive the Ordnance Flag (June 3, 1942) and the Army-Navy “HR” 
award: (July 81, 1943). An additional star award for continued ex- 
cellence in production was received March 11, 1944, a second star on 
December 22, 1944, and a third star on June 2, 1945. 

The officers of the company are: Judson F. Stone, Chicago, board 
chairman; Charles S. Anderson, Racine, president and secretary; R. J. 
Swartout, vice president and assistant secretary; L. W. Brann, treas- 
urer; H. A. Thorson, assistant treasurer; and Russell J. Anderson, 
works manager, and FE. A. Jones, personnel director. 


MARSHFIELD NEWS-HERALD. Almost from the earliest period of 
settlement in Wisconsin journalism had played an important part in 
shaping the development and promoting the progress of the common- 
wealth. Although the date has not been definitely determined there is 
every reason to believe that the first issue of the Marshfield Times, 
the first newspaper of Wood County, appeared in October, 1879, with 
C. H. Clark as the first owner and editor. He came to Marshfield in 
1879 from Centralia, now a part of Wisconsin Rapids, where he had 
been publisher and editor of the Centralia Hnterprise, and fol- 
lowing his arrival here he began the publication of the Times, 
which in September, 1882, he sold to C. A. Coon, who had formerly 
been a school teacher and bookkeeper, Mr. Clark soon afterward 
leaving for Los Angeles, California. The third owner of the paper 
was Thomas S. Norton, who edited and published the paper for six 
years and was succeeded by J. W. DeGroff, who took over the business 
in 1891. 

A progressive spirit marked the publication of the newspaper but 
it was not until March 7, 1921, when Marshfield could boast of a daily 
paper, the Daily News, which resulted from a consolidation of the 
Marshfield Times, or Wisconsin Hub, with the Marshfield News, 
the latter having been founded in 1889 by Adam Paulus and John P. 
Hume. The late Edgar S. Bailey, part owner of the Times from 1902 
until 1910, and later sole publisher of the Marshfield Weekly Nevs, 
was president and manager of the Marshfield Daily News, while 
G. V. Kraus, publisher of the Wisconsin Hub, formerly the Times 
prior to the consolidation, became the editor-in-chief. 

For the first time Marshfield had the benefit of the Associated 
Press facilities, as these two gentlemen contracted for a long dis- 
tance telephone service, which brought all the news dispatches. The 
Daily News was usually an eight page paper of six columns, although 
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occasionally it was published in a twelve page edition. The equipment 
of the office in the beginning included only one linotype machine, and 
they turned to a frequent use of “boiler plate’ material, which required 
no local typesetting. For nearly six and a half years the News was 
published by Messrs. Bailey and Kraus and was then sold to the News 
Publishing Company, which assumed the publication of the paper on 
August 1, 1927, and a week later, on August 8, acquired by purchase 
the Marshfield Herald, a weekly paper of which Willard G. White had 
been the publisher. On that date the first issue of the Marshfield Nevws- 
Herald came from the press and has since remained one of the strong 
and popular publications of northern Wisconsin. 

It was in 1927 that Howard A. Quirt acquired an interest in the 
business, and he is now president and manager of the company. Born 
in Marinette County, Wisconsin, April 2, 1891, he is a son of John and 
Margaret (McDowell) Quirt, both representatives of families origin- 
ally from Ontario, Canada. The mother was a daughter of William 
and Mary McDowell, and the latter lived to the notable age of ninety- 
six years. Mrs. Quirt was born in Canada but her people removed to 
Wisconsin during her childhood days and she is still a resident of this 
state. She became the wife of John P. Quirt, who was born in the 
State of New York and arrived in Wisconsin when a youth of twenty 
years, casting in his lot with the pioneer settlers of this section of the 
state, where he took up the occupation of farming. He later removed 
to Peshtigo, where he engaged in the hardware business and he was 
also active in the public affairs of the communities in which he lived, 
serving for some time as county supervisor of Marinette County. He 
died in the year 1934. 

Howard A. Quirt has devoted his entire life to newspaper interests. 
He was one of twin sons and his brother, Harold, is a newspaper 
man at Stoughton, Wisconsin. After attending the rural schools near 
his boyhood home Howard A. Quirt entered high school and continued 
his education in the University of Washington and the University of 
Wisconsin. He worked on the Herald Leader of Menominee, Michi- 
gan, for a year and then spent a year on the Virginia HKnterprise of 
Virginia, Minnesota, after which he was connected with the Marinette 
(Wis.) Eagle Stay and the Iron River Stambaugh-Reporter. His father 
purchased the weekly newspaper published at Blaine, Washington, for 
his sons Howard and Harold, and that is where they really started on 
their careers in journalism. 

An interruption to business activities came at the time of the first 
World War when Howard served with the Kighty-fifth and Thirty- 
second Divisions of the army and was overseas for ten months, while 
his brother was in the United States Air Corps, stationed in the United 
States. After serving for twenty-five months with the armed forces 
Howard A. Quirt returned to civilian life and joined Frank E. Noyes 
and his son, L. I. Noyes, at Marinette. Later he was editor of the 
Daily Globe at Ironwood, Michigan, for eight years, and in 1927 he 
came to Marshfield, where he became part owner of the News-Herald 
and president and manager of the company, which was incorporated 
on the 1st of August, 1927, Siegel Mayer becoming the vice president, 
with Linwood Noyes as secretary. For more than seventeen years 
Mr. Quirt has now given his undivided attention to the interests of 
the paper, and his capable administrative direction and executive con- 
trol have been strong features in the success of the enterprise, for 
back of his work are his long years of practical experience in various 
newspapers of the Middle West and the Northwest, experience that 
has gained him knowledge of every phase of the work and enables 
him to wisely control the operations of the plant. Today there are 
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thirty-seven employes in the office of the News-Herald, which has a 
circulation of about nine thousand in the northern half of Wood 
County, much of Clark County and parts of Portage and Marathon 
counties. 

Mr. Quirt married Lila Redeman, of Marinette, Wisconsin, a 
daughter of Louis and Eliza Anne Redeman. Her father was a Civil 
War veteran. Mr. and Mrs. Quirt have three children: Audrey, who 
was born February 21, 1920, was educated in the local grade and high 
schools and in Beloit College, of which she is an alumnus. She mar- 
ried Don A. Sandro, who is in the United States Army. Margaret, 
who was born February 28, 1924, supplemented her education in the 
Marshfield public schools by study in a business college of Milwaukee. 
Barbara, born January 31, 1927, is a high school student. Mr. Quirt 
belongs to the American Legion and the Elks lodge and has attained 
the thirty-second degree in Scottish Rite Masonry, while his wife is 
connected with the Eastern Star. She is also a member of the Presby- 
terian church and the P.E.O. and is very active in Red Cross work. 


JOHN T. HOFF was the founder of the Random Ice & Coal Com- 
pany of Milwaukee and was one of the chief promoters of the ice 
industry in this section of the state. He left the impress of his 
individuality and ability upon the city’s commercial development 
and growth and he left an example that is still being followed by his 
sons who are carrying the business forward in keeping with the 
progress of the times. 

John T. Hoff was born in Milwaukee in 1854 and had passed the 
eightieth milestone on life’s journey when he passed away in 1934. 
He was a son of Stephen and Catherine (Liginer) Hoff, natives of 
Bavaria, Germany, whence they came to the United States in 1839, 
making Milwaukee their destination. In 1847 Stephen Hoff became 
a contractor devoting his attention to railroad building and important 
public works. The Milwaukee Reservoir, which he built as sub- 
contractor to a New York engineering firm and the bed of the C. M. 
& St. P. Railroad, which he laid in 1853 half way across the state, 
to Watertown, are tangible proof of his contribution to the progress 
and development of city and state. During the Civil War period and 
for some years thereafter he engaged in the grocery business and 
about 1870 he turned his attention again to contracting, in which 
he continued until 1877, when he retired from active business. 

His son, John T. Hoff, obtained his education in St. Mary’s paro- 
chial school and afterward drove a grocery wagon until 1870, when 
he turned his attention to the contracting business, following the 
example of his father, as a member of the firm of Casper, Donohue & 
Hoff. 

In 19038, he established an independent ice business, and for more 
than four decades the name of Hoff has been closely associated with 
the ice industry in Milwaukee. His progressive spirit and enterpris- 
ing nature were soon manifest in the conduct of this enterprise and 
his labors were highly resultant. In 1921 he.erected a plant for ice 
manufacturing, equipped it with the latest improved machinery, and 
continued the further development of his trade with excellent success. 
When the business was founded he adopted the name of the Random 
Lake Ice Company, which has since become the Random Ice & Coal 
Company, and he was also the vice president of the National Ice & 
Coal Company of West Allis. 

Mr. Hoff was a charter member of Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic 
Church, was a life member of the Old Settlers Club and of the Mil- 
waukee Athletic Club. His political support was usually given the 
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Democratic organization but he did not consider himself bound by 
party ties. An ardent follower of baseball, he was particularly in- 
terested in the Brewers and the world series. Many years ago he was 
a champion skat player. A lover of fine horses, he maintained his own 
stables and in the days when ice was delivered with horse drawn 
wagons he had some of the finest horses in Milwaukee. He always 
maintained an even balance between business and recreational in- 
terests and thus made a wise use of his time and talents. 

In 1879 John T. Hoff married Bertha Schoenleber, a daughter of 
Adolph and Margaret Schoenleber, who-became residents of Milwaukee 
at an early era in its history. She was born in this city, on land on 
lower Third Street which was purchased by her father from Byron 
Kilbourn in 1854 for six hundred dollars. Mrs. Hoff survived her 
husband for about four years, her death occurring in 1938, when she 
had reached the age of seventy-eight. John T. Hoff passed away 
in 1934. 

In the family of Mr. and Mrs. John T. Hoff were five sons and 
three daughters, of whom Stephen and Adolph, the first born, were 
twins. Stephen is the president and Adolph the treasurer of the 
Random Ice & Coal Company. Otto J., the next son, is the vice presi- 
dent of the company and is the active manager of the National Ice 
& Coal Company, a subsidiary of the Random Ice & Coal Company. 
He married Irene Kleinschmidt and has two children, Mrs. Mary 
Callen and John. John F. Hoff is the vice president of the company 
and is the manager of the Ever Pure Ice & Coal Company. The 
eldest daughter of the family is Anne Louise, now Mrs. Herman L. 
March of Milwaukee, and the mother of a daughter, Anne Louise. 
Claire B. and Gertrude M. are the younger daughters of the Hoff 
family. Paul F. Hoff, who completes the family, married Dorothy 
Hoffman, and they have three children—Dorothy Jean, Robert Paul 
and Suzanne Emma. Paul F. Hoff is the secretary of the Random Ice 
& Coal Company and active in the management of the business. The 
company has replaced the old-fashioned ice boxes with new stream- 
lined units, and at all times keeps abreast of every modern method 
that affects their business, which has steadily grown notwithstanding 
the fact that many mechanized refrigerators have been introduced. 
The high standards established by the father have always been fol- 
lowed by the sons and the name of Hoff is inseparably interwoven 
with the history of the ice industry in this part of the State. Paul F. 
Hoff is serving as a member of the board of directors of the National 
Association of Ice Industries and he has been the secretary of the 
Wisconsin Association of Ice Industries since the society was founded. 
The Random Ice & Coal Company also owns and operates a splendid 
farm in Ozaukee County. The members of the family are actively 
associated with various organizations that are not only of a social 
nature, but contribute to the welfare, progress and improvement of 
the city in which they have so long resided. 


HERBERT FREDERICK SCHROEDER, an outstanding farmer and dairy- 
man of southeastern Wisconsin and now superintendent of the Wash- 
ington County Asylum, was born in West Bend on April 11, 1883, 
the eldest child of Carl A. and Emma (Kruse) Schroeder, the father 
born in Washington County and the mother in Milwaukee. Carl A. 
Schroeder engaged in raising Holstein-Friesian cattle, being one of 
the first in the state to breed that strain and his Cedar Lawn Farm 
was one of the best known stock farms in this part of Wisconsin. In 
addition to his livestock interests he engaged in diversified farming. 
His progressive methods and community spirit set an example for 
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others of this section. Carl A. and Emma (Kruse) Schroeder had five 
children, the others in addition to Herbert F. being Walter, Charlotte, 
Hugo and Guido. 

Atter attending the public schools of West Bend until the comple- 
tion of the high school course Herbert F. Schroeder studied at the 
Spencerian Business College in Milwaukee and later at the State 
College of Agriculture at Madison, where he was graduated as a mem- 
ber of the class of 1907. On returning home he joined his father in 
business, operating on equal shares for three years. Feeling that 
his training and experience were sufficient to enable him to engage in 
business independently, Herbert F. Schroeder purchased one hundred 
and seventy-two acres of land in section 31, Trenton township, Wash- 
ington County, in October, 1909. The place was improved and culti- 
vated, but as he is a man of progressive spirit and advanced 
ideas he has since wrought many notable changes. He first trans- 
formed the residence into a comfortable twelve-room house with all 
modern conveniences. The commodious barns, sheds and outbuildings 
provide ample shelter for grain and stock. He has made this a model 
farm, whereupon he specializes in the raising of Holstein-Friesian cat- 
tle, all purebred, for the production of wholesome milk retailed at 
West Bend. His cattle are all registered and some have been among 
the prize butter producers. Recently the farm was increased by fifty- 
three acres, making a total of 225 acres. Through his business ability 
and progressive ideas he is one of the most successful farmers in this 
part of the state. He is one of the directors of the Holstein-Friesian 
Association of America, and has done much to stimulate interest in 
this breed of cattle. He is a past president and now a director of the 
Holstein-Friesian Association of Wisconsin. He has served on the 
livestock sanitary board at Madison and has been a director of the 
farm credit board of St. Paul, Minnesota. He was also on the com- 
mission of common schools, an office which has since been abolished. 
In 1933 he was designated a master farmer of Wisconsin. His activi- 
ties include membership in the West Bend Rotary Club. For twenty- 
one years he was a trustee of the Washington County Asylum and 
upon the death of Mr. George Blank he took charge of the institution, 
starting January 1, 1941, and is now superintendent. There are 152 
inmates plus approximately forty at the County Home, over which 
he also has supervision. The lawns and fields of the institution show 
that a master hand is in charge and everything possible is being done 
for the welfare of the patients. Although his entire time is now given 
to his position as asylum superintendent, Mr. Schroeder is still in- 
terested in the home farm, on which his two sons operate the Schroe- 
der Dairy, which is a thriving and profitable enterprise. 

On June 22, 1907, Mr. Schroeder was married to Minnie Gumm, a 
daughter of Peter and Magdalena Gumm, of Jackson, Wisconsin. Her 
father, who was born in Germany, came to the United States with 
his parents and settled in Wisconsin, where he subsequently married 
Magdalena Raidt, of Watertown, Wisconsin. The three children of 
Mr. and Mrs. Schroeder are: Frederick Carl, born January 19, 1910, 
who after finishing his studies in the local schools took the course at 
the Graham Breeding School in Chicago to further prepare him to 
manage the purebred herd of Holsteins. He married Magdalene 
Weddig, of Kewaskum, and they have two sons, William Carl and 
John Herbert. Albert Peter, born May 24, 1914, is a graduate of the 
agricultural course at the College of Agriculture. He married Her- 
moine Lynn, of Saukville, Wisconsin, and has three daughters, Jane, 
Lynn and Lois. The third member of the family, Florence, born Jan- 
uary 9, 1918, attended Miss Brown’s Business College in Milwaukee, 
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then graduated in home economics at the University of Wisconsin 
in 1940 and taught that subject before her marriage to William John 
Reynolds, of Cobb, Iowa County, Wisconsin. Since her husband is 
in the service of the U. S. Navy Reserve she has held the position of 
secretary-treasurer of the Holstein-Friesian Association of Wisconsin. 
The two sons of Herbert F. Schroeder are following in their father’s 
steps in that they are actively connected with farming and dairy 
interests and manifest the same progressive spirit which he has al- 
ways displayed in connection with his business affairs. Mrs. Schroe- 
der, who was born at Jackson, Wisconsin, on October 31, 1879, passed 
away June 21, 1944. With her husband she had been a member of 
the English Lutheran church at West Bend and both have always 
taken a great interest in all that tends to uplift the individual or ad- 
vance the welfare of the community. 


EDWARD A. KALSCHED is connected with the manufacturing inter- 
ests af Marshfield as half owner of the Marshfield Manufacturing 
Company, builders of all equipment for beekeepers. He was born 
March 7, 1889, in the city which is now his home, being the second in 
order of birth in a family of four children of Henry Kalsched, long a 
leading citizen and prominent business man of Marshfield. He repre- 
sented one of the old and honored pioneer families of the state and was 
born in Washington County, August 11, 1857, his parents being. Henry 
and Catherine (Donhard) Kalsched, both of ‘whom were born in Ger- 
many, the father in the Rhine province, while the mother was a native 
of Bavaria. Each came to the United States in 1847 and met and were 
married in Washington County, Wisconsin, whence they afterward 
removed to Montague, Muskegon County, Michigan. They had a family 
of four children, Henry, Joseph, Rose and Katie. The father died in 
1869, after which his widow, Mrs. Catherine Kalsched, married again. 

Henry Kalsched, the father of Edward A., served an apprentice- 
ship to the machinist’s trade in his youthful days and later became an 
engineer. Still later he entered the sawmill business and in 1887 came 
to Marshfield just after the disastrous fire which laid waste the greater 
part of the town. In association with Adam Hafer he built a sawmill, 
which they operated for a number of years, and in addition conducted 
a retail lumber yard. In 1896 they organized the Marshfield Manu- 
facturing Company and began making beekeepers’ supplies, operating 
chiefly on the mail order plan, the sales covering the United States 
and Canada. While he started out in business life empty-handed, 
Henry Kalsched became one of the leading manufacturers and business 
men of Marshfield, identified with various commercial and financial 
enterprises that featured largely in the growth and development of 
this city. He became a stockholder and one of the directors of the 
American National Bank, also a director of the Peoples Gas Company 
and its vice president, and was the treasurer of the Marshfield Building 
& Loan Association. The call of opportunity was ever to him a eall to 
action and one to which he made ready response. 

Not only did Henry Kalsched win merited success in business as 
the direct result of his industry and able management, but he also 
became a recognized leader in public affairs and served the city as 
mayor for two terms, his administration being characterized by 
various reforms and improvements. Fraternally he was a loyal fol- 
lower of Masonry and also a faithful member of the Elks and Kagles 
lodges. He married Miss Emma McCue, and they had two sons, 
William H. and Edward A. The former, born in Montague, Michigan, 
after reaching manhood engaged in the plumbing business in Marsh- 
field and later was associated with his brother in the ownership and 
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conduct of the business of which their father had been one of the 
founders, retaining his interest therein until his death, March 7, 1941. 
The second marriage of Henry Kalsched was with Elizabeth Gerspach 
in 1902, and they had two children: Henrietta C., who was born 
January 13, 1904, and Harold D., born January 13, 1907. 

Edward A. Kalsched, reared in Marshfield, pursued his education 
through the consecutive grades in the public schools until he had com- 
pleted the high school course in 1907, after which he entered the 
University of Wisconsin and was graduated with the degree of Bach- 
elor of Science in electrical engineering in 1911. After his graduation 
he worked for two years for the Chicago Telephone Company and 
was then identified with the firm headed by Albert Kahn, architect of 
Detroit, with whom he continued until 1982, when his father died, 
necessitating his return to Marshfield to take over the business in 
association with his brother William, at whose death, nine years later, 
his daughter, Mrs. Arvilla Dankemeyer, acquired his half interest in 
the enterprise, her husband, Howard F. Dankemeyer, then assuming 
control in her stead. The plant of the company covers an entire square 
block and they employ twenty people in the manufacture of all kinds 
of beekeepers’ equipment. The sawmill which Mr. Kalsched’s father 
conducted in connection with the business was discontinued eighteen 
years ago, when they removed to their present location, where they 
have since operated with success, although their efforts are now some- 
what hampered by the difficulty of securing supplies, due to the war. 

Mr. Kalsched married Ruth A. Denson and their only child is Dr. 
Robert Kalsched, who was born in 1916 in Detroit, Michigan, and 
after attending Detroit and local schools enrolled as a student in Mar- 
quette University, where he won the degree of Doctor of Dental Sur- 
gery, since which time he has practiced his profession in Marshfield. 
He married Lucille Ziebel, of Bloomer, Wisconsin, and they have two 
children, Donald Edward and Dianne Elizabeth. 

Mr. Kalsched is a member of the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks and has taken the thirty-second degree in Scottish Rite Mason- 
ry and is a Shriner. He is a Past Master of the Marshfield Blue Lodge, 
a past high priest of Marshfield chapter and a past thrice Illustrious 
Master of Marshfield council. He is a worthy representative of a 
well known pioneer family of this section of the state and at all times 
his lines of life have been cast in harmony with those of his forebears, 
for he is enterprising and reliable in business, loyal in citizenship and 
at all times faithful to his obligations and duties to his. fellowmen. 


HOWARD F.. DANKEMEYER is associated with Edward A. Kalsched 
in the management and control of the Marshfield Manufacturing Com- 
pany, engaged in the building of supplies for the bee industry. He 
has been active in this enterprise since 1941 and previously had had 
considerable business experience along other lines that gave him a 
knowledge of business conditions and requirements. Born in Marsh- 
field in 1907, he is a son of Fred and Minnie (Hibergen) Dankemeyer. 
His father, who was born in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, in 1880, removed 
to Marshfield with his family in 1922. He is a carpenter and contrac- 
tor and is now working for the Marshfield Manufacturing Company 
because so little is being done in building operations and because fac- 
tory help is so hard to obtain during the war period. He married 
Minnie Fibergen, and they became the parents of three sons, Erwin 
H., Howard F. and Fred Jr., the last named being now on duty with 
the United States Submarine Service in the south Pacific. He worked 
as teller in the Cloverland State Bank at Marshfield until that bank 
closed and then entered the employ of the Parkin Ice Cream Company, 


Me od Yq: sme tod bad 


LAGE Saints vsneh aid ft aad des 

dowepaent ioe agua fibre ave fistula ‘puts 
ced eapy een we tmaak oie 

TWO 81 (igia 
no sassba. eis honing te 
1609 toad arf thre londat: KL OF 

od} fieridna ol diikw tette 2 
tort to seth oft fiw hs 
aorndbury <i. isstA ter ai & 
ite ynaserno)) otodqgoaleT omaol). orlt: 4at exskoy owt «ot. bail 
‘tO gusditiois .0 ia iotlA qd hebsed qf odd niin delitas 
fot) vad$s? cof codwe \SBET Tiwi’ bounitno» of mrodw dit 
rf’ g4ottioud sift iw¢6 oat of felolisletalA of ciate: sid gait 
wolal vinsy sonia dinsh seotiveds yal vadiord aid dtiw mined 
mt teoiuted Ther efit hetitipen wavermiden! whim A clk 19d 
Yikes sont soyareiied A bipwol baadend 19d ouinqeats 
Siatipe ovihie 14 etaveg yoyo ot So teenig etl badetod all 
abn 4 lis Yo - gut atuekat pitt fal otqooq Jiww) yolame yous a 
swift a'hellvalaot sh oigyy Hitwwea sdT tnscnyiupe ‘eseqgedend, 
gsotiigih houwhibdosih aay eebndaed sdlaiw mudtsacnoy ab jag | 
qed? suet woltsool dagnet@ TAL ai bovemar yor} nvdw. 
-“umo2 Wor die elielis yrarlt tartouddlas , vegans miiw peneemnee 
“ta of os oof anilgque yetingge tf vwWinomib edi yd be 

10h 2} bisdo vite +198) Dtbh. romueatl JA iio beirsact 
israa; dienvioild jive oh SESE i mod caw ow bai 
1a ai tastuts « op befionss clonsite lavol ban tous gai 
102 tyttod io uvioed to-sorush oft wow od sporiw vy tiers 
Distttest ni roinsstokag allt hootaGIG and od seid doidw r 
owe ove yal) Heo aiatoaelyy nophooltt ty ,fectoiS slliont. bebrsane 
aBedasiil sromnitt bes ‘biawha blanc | 
tabi0 Sissetoy't nth dusiovsuve att Ye roulmon 2 zi ba 
angen. oH sialitpok wi srvash bnovex-vrsiets sit! asole} amd. buns 
sahiod oft bishsiessh oti to sorte Jen] « ef ohh sonia a. ot, 
abutrdessthl abil} Jeoy a bos detyade bistiteelh to leasing 
# ty avitaingenqes yoy 2 ai oH .fivnges bividersM Yo: 
eoreas ils, de hice ointa ot. to cotines enld to vlingad 19s80i¢ 
etestere? a fo svodi iw vnocsad, i re Seed avy ned } 


se SeWIO9 ‘hendse inn 
fin aw bag uiamoorlW 
Hestivine Iaciviools at saneise 


bis qidanesitio ai birgol azsaiznd ii gnikds 
snc zl of asitub ban avortaeilte aid of luda tia 


bodvala A brewb@ Aube Bedciooedn a deemed Le 
hig i alain yinsth islaiideraM odd todorwmos baa $ 
H .gewhai aed 9 Bag coliquue ‘to ysihliad orld at) 
ba bed. one t 8 ty Stalk axitqysing add aj 
Ce il ded}-aenih 2 a 
feat ae ia aes 
Jysmonitiee Chay 
protin al AL ty | 
“OB. > ih 13 es os W Ry Ph eae , ) ae ahve Poage 
ph are resi ib at lip payee ported ba ae bil < 


in ares neon 


ge 
s 
ns ya 


ye ie? fs 
t 


é 
J 
8 »44.1. Gas) oe ees’ 


; 
ie BY ks 


/ 
' 
| 


—— 


i 


BIOGRAPHY 519 


continuing there until he entered the U. S. submarine service. Erwin 
H. Dankemeyer was with the Murray Diesel Engine Company in 
Milwaukee before he returned to Marshfield to join the Chevrolet 
Company as a mechanic. 

Howard F. Dankemeyer supplemented his early educational oppor- 
tunities by study in a night school in Milwaukee while he was in that 
city as an employe of the Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company. He re- 
mained in Milwaukee until he returned to Marshfield and joined the 
Marshfield Manufacturing Company in 1941. 

Mr. Howard Dankemeyer married Arvilla Kalsched, a daughter 
of William and Arvilla Kalsched. Her father, William Kalsched, was 
born in Montague, Michigan, and came to Marshfield on the removal 
of his parents to this city. After reaching adult age he engaged in 
the plumbing business, which he carried on until his death on March 
7, 1941, and he was also identified with the Marshfield Manufacturing 
Company, for following the death of his father, Henry Kalsched, in 
1932 he had become associated with his brother, Edward A. Kalsched, 
in the ownership and control of. the business, which they carried on 
together throughout the remainder of his life. At that time his son- 
in-law, Mr. Dankemeyer, became a factor in the business, his wife 
having inherited her father’s interest therein. She is well known in 
this city, is a graduate of the Marshfield high school and occupies 
an enviable place in the social circles of the city. Mr. and Mrs. 
Dankemeyer have a daughter, Yvonne Marie, born August 7, 1944. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Dankemeyer hold membership in the Presbyte- 
rian church, in the work of which they take an active and helpful 
part, and Mr. Dankemeyer is a member of the Men’s Club of the 
church. Fraternally he is connected with the Masons and the Elks 
and is also a past president of the Lions Club. His interests center 
in the welfare and upbuilding of his native city and his support can 
be counted upon to further any enterprise or plan for the public 
good. 


FrANCIS M. SPELLMAN, conducting business in Oshkosh under 
the name of F. M. Spellman Fuel & Supply, located at 561 West New 
York Avenue, was born at Ripon, Wisconsin, November 28, 1880, 
a son of Cornelius and Mary (Crowley) Spellman, both of whom 
were of Irish descent. The father, who was born in Cleveland, Ohio, 
was a son of Maurice Spellman, who was born in Ireland and on 
coming to the United States settled first in Boston, Massachusetts, 
whence he afterward removed to Cleveland, which became the birth- 
place of his son Cornelius. The latter after reaching manhood en- 
gaged in the butchering business and also followed merchandising. 
His wife was a daughter of Daniel and Katherine Crowley, both of 
whom were natives of Ireland and on coming to America settled 
Srst in Mount Calvary, Wisconsin, while later they removed to Ripon. 
Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius Spellman had but two children, Francis M. 
and his sister, who was baptized Mary Ellen, but has always been 
known as May. She was born in Ripon, January 8, 1882, and pur- 
sued her education in the parochial schools of Ripon and of Oshkosh. 
She is now associated with her brother as office manager and book- 
keeper, having acted in the latter capacity for several years. 

After mastering the branches of learning taught in the parochial 
schools of Ripon and of Oshkosh, Francis M. Spellman turned to the 
task of providing for his own support and first secured a position 
with a hardware company of Green Bay. Later, however, he entered 
the employ of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Company 
as an engineer and continued in that position for seven years. In 
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the meantime, ambitious to engage in business on his own account, 
he carefully saved his earnings until his industry and economy had 
provided him with sufficient capital to make the start. The business 
of which he is now the head was established at the present location 
by Louis Schneider, his father-in-law, in 1898 and has since been 
carried on at 561 West New York Avenue. It was purchased by 
Mr. Spellman in 1937, and he is the sole owner. His plant covers 
about five acres and he handles sand, gravel, cement, lime, roofing, 
coal, coke, wood and all kinds of building material and now has an 
extensive patronage, his sales having increased year by year until 
they have reached extensive and satisfactory proportions. He gives 
employment to seven people and he deserves much credit for what 
he has achieved, for he started out in the business world empty- 
handed, with industry, diligence and a firm purpose as his only 
capital. Today he is accounted one of the most substantial and pro- 
gressive business men of the city. 

Mr. Spellman was at one time a director of the Illinois & Wisconsin 
Coal Dealers Association and of the Wisconsin and Michigan Coal 
Dealers Association, and he entered banking circles as one of the 
stockholders and directors of the Oshkosh Bank. He is a member of 
St. Peter’s Catholic Church, belongs to the Catholic Order of 
Foresters, is a director of the Catholic Apostate and is a member of 
the local council of the Knights of Columbus, of which he was a 
director. He has taken an active interest in furthering the cause of 
Catholicism in this section of the state, and his labors are far-reaching 
and beneficial to the church and its auxiliary societies. 

On the 26th of June, 1907, Mr. Spellman married Erna E. 
Schneider, and they are the parents of three children: Ray, who 
was born February 3, 1911, is a graduate of the Oshkosh high school 
and married Barbara Parks. They have one child, Francis M. II. 
Ray Spellman is now manager of his father’s business. Ellen E., born 
October 5, 1914, is also a high school graduate of Oshkosh. James C., 
born July 15, 1916, completed the high school course here and is 
now with the armed forces, being a member of the Medical Corps 
at Fort Riley, Kansas, as staff sergeant. He married, January 27, 
1945, Betty Whitney, of Manhattan, Kansas. His father is looking 
forward to having James C. join him in the business when he returns 
from war duty and ultimately hopes his sons will take over all the 
business duties. The family has a lovely home on the beach and Mr. 
Spellman also owns other property in Oshkosh, having made wise 
investments of a part of his income in city realty. 


LOUIS ROBERTS TAYLOR. Among the keenly alert, enterprising 
and representative manufacturers of Milwaukee is numbered Louis 
Roberts Taylor, who is now president and treasurer of the Loeffel- 
holz Company, brass founders and finishers, who are controlling a 
business of extensive proportions. Mr. Taylor has occupied his 
present administrative and executive position since 1920. He is a 
native of Providence, Rhode Island, born April 1, 1873, a son of 
Thomas and Mary (Roberts) Taylor, who became residents of the 
United States in the year 1845. The father was born in London, 
England, of Welsh parentage of the Aspinal lineage, and the mother, 
who was a native of Birmingham, England, was also of Welsh par- 
entage of the Blunt lineage. 

The public school system of Providence, Rhode Island, afforded 
Louis Roberts Taylor his educational opportunities and after com- 
pleting his studies there he made his initial step in the business 
world by becoming an employe in a wholesale dry goods store, being 
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thus engaged for a few years, after which he turned his attention 
to the real estate business and for twenty years was the junior 
partner in the firm of Green & Taylor, conducting important opera- 
tions in the exchange of properties. 

In April, 1916, Mr. Taylor arrived in Milwaukee and became asso- 
ciated with the Loeffelholz Company, of which he is now the presi- 
dent and treasurer. This business was established in 1856, eighty- 
eight years ago, and has since operated as one of the leading pro- 
ductive industries of the city. The founder, Adam Loeffelholz, was 
born in Kastel on the Rhine in Hesse, Germany, June 14, 1827, and 
after making his way to Wisconsin followed the trade of locksmithing, 
which he had learned in his native land. A little later, however, he 
organized the Loeffelholz & Prier Company, the business being con- 
ducted under that name until 1905, when it was reorganized under the 
name of the Loeffelholz Company. Theirs was a brass foundry, in 
which they manufactured various lines, including railroad car trim- 
mings of every description and the Gibbs electric lighting train con- 
nectors and other brass foundry products. Adam Loeffelholz re- 
mained an active factor in the ownership and management of the 
business to the time of his death, which occurred in Milwaukee May 
18, 1906. He had arrived in the United States in 1848 and after a 
residence of eight years in New York had removed to Milwaukee, 
after which he remained for a half century a leading factor in the 
industrial development of the city. He was succeeded in the presi- 
dency of the company by his son-in-law, John W. Suetterle, who was 
born in Milwaukee, November 29, 1848, and was a son of German 
parents who came here in pioneer times. After completing his 
education in the German-English Academy he began working for the 
Loeffelholz Company and won various promotions until he was chosen 
president, following the death of Adam Loeffelholz. He then occupied 
the chief executive position for fourteen years or until death ter- 
minated his labors in 1920, when Louis R. Taylor became his suc- 
cessor. The company has a large plant, equipped in a modern 
manner with the latest improved machinery needed in their line of 
manufacture and is now engaged in turning out brass, bronze and 
aluminum castings, cast aluminum match plates, railroad car hard- 
ware, car lighting fixtures and Gibbs electric train connectors. The 
plant is located at 300 South First Street. In addition to serving 
as president of the Loeffelholz Company, Mr. Taylor is also director 
of the Milwaukee Malleable and Grey Iron Works and the Milwaukee 
Hay Tool Company, and he is recognized as a man of sound business 
judgment, to whom opportunity is ever a call to action. 

Mr. Taylor first married Charlotte Pauline Raynor, who died in 
1904. In 1916 he wedded Elsie Suetterle, a daughter of John W. 
and Emily Suetterle, the latter a daughter of Adam Loffelholz. Mrs. 
Taylor was a graduate of the Milwaukee Downer College and died 
March 14, 1944. She had served as vice president of the Loeffelholz 
Company for many years and she was very active in the Woman’s 
Club and also in connection with the work of the Milwaukee Protes- 
tant Home for the Aged and the Children’s Hospital. She belonged 
to the Downer Alumni Association and she had membership in 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. Mr. Taylor has two children, a daugh- 
ter, Marguerite, and a son John Suetterle Taylor who was born in 
1923 and is now serving with the armed forces in World War II. 
Mr. Taylor belongs to the Milwaukee Country Club, the Milwaukee 
Club and the Milwaukee Athletic Club. He has a wide and favorable 
acquaintance in this city in which he has now made his home for 
more than twenty-eight years. 
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JAMES A. STONE, an active member of the Reedsburg bar for many 
years, was born at Smithfield, Madison County, New York, December 
1, 1856, a son of James Riley and Pamela Coe (Ellinwood) Stone. He 
has always regarded life as a school in which one’s education is con- 
tinuous and he has ever been an apt pupil by reason of his close 
consideration of all life’s experiences and opportunities. He has been 
largely guided by the teachings of his mother, a woman of keen mind, 
of high purpose and above all of true Christian spirit. His father, 
who was of Welsh and English parentage, was a stonemason and 
builder who also engaged in moving buildings. On September 19, 
1862, James R. Stone, who had married some years before and was 
- the father of five children, left his wife and little family to respond 
to President Lincoln’s second call for troops to preserve the Union. 
He became a member of what later was Company F, One Hundred and 
Fifty-seventh New York Volunteer Infantry, which marched away 
from Peterboro, New York, to be mustered into service. Previously 
he had been a captain in the State Militia called the ‘““Wide-a-Wakes.” 
His community of Peterboro was stanchly abolitionist in spirit, being 
one of the “stations” on the Underground Railroad, whereby many a 
slave was assisted on his way to freedom in Canada. Captain Stone 
was captured at Gettysburg and after being incarcerated in Libby 
Prison for more than a year, died in a Confederate prison in Macon, 
Georgia, August 12, 1864. Thus his widow was left to care for the 
family of five children, Willis, James, Orna, Mina and Lincoln. She 
bravely assumed the burden, remaining in New York until December, 
1869, when she came to Reedsburg, Wisconsin, settling on a farm 
about a mile from the village. Her brother, Captain A. P. Ellinwood, 
of the Nineteenth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, lived here and Mrs. 
Stone felt that he could advise her as to the management of her farm 
and the rearing of her family. The Ellinwoods were of Scotch-Irish 
and English ancestry. 

James A. Stone was at that time thirteen years of age. In 1875 he 
was graduated from the Reedsburg high school, and for four suc- 
ceeding years he taught school in the winter months and aided his 
mother on the farm from the time of early spring planting until their 
crops were harvested in the late autumn. With his mother and sister 
Mina he removed to the capital city in 1881 so both children could 
enroll as students in the University. In the spring of 1883, however, 
he went to Potter County, South Dakota, and preempted land but was 
not able to obtain title that fall and then return to his studies at the 
University. His sister Mina received her degree in 1885 and became 
assistant in the Madison high school, a position she retained for nine 
years. She is now living at Denver, Colorado, the wife of John H. 
Gabriel, an attorney-at-law. 

James A. Stone did not complete his college work, but married 
April 19, 1884, residing in South Dakota until 1887. He was then 
persuaded by R. P. Perry, a practicing lawyer, to return to Reeds- 
burg and become a clerk and student in Mr. Perry’s office. In 1889 
he passed the required bar examination and on the 28th of August of 
that year was admitted to practice in all the Wisconsin courts. Since 
that time he has maintained a law office in Reedsburg and has not 
only been closely connected with professional interests here but also 
with the public affairs of the community. He has served as city at- 
torney, as city superintendent of schools and has done much to further 
education as a member of the school board and as a member of the 
County Normal board for thirty-five years. For over forty years he 
has served on the Reedsburg Library board. He was also assistant 
secretary of state under W. L. Houser and for a year and a half was 
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United States prohibition director for Wisconsin. From all these ex- 
periences he learned the lessons thereby obtained and from them has 
drawn courage, inspiration and strength for later duties. 

Politically Mr. Stone became a Republican and was actively in- 
terested in the political career of Robert M. La Follette. He was made 
a member of the Republican State Central Committee and attended 
three national conventions of the party as delegate and alternate. In 
1983 he joined the Progressive party upon its organization but in 
the last four presidential elections has voted for the Democratic 
candidate, Franklin D. Roosevelt. He has always believed in clean 
politics, in honesty in office and in the frank, fearless discharge of 
public duties and at no time has his position on any vital question 
been equivocal. His political integrity has always been one of his 
outstanding qualities and in this connection one of the leading men 
of the state said: “James A. Stone is one of the most outstanding 
citizens of Wisconsin. He is one of the most able of a great school 
of political philosophers of Wisconsin.” 

The character of James A. Stone has been built upon the teachings 
of his mother, supplemeiited by his deductions from keen observation 
and clear reasoning concerning life’s experiences and his broad studies 
of vital questions. As a boy his mother obtained his pledge never to 
drink nor use tobacco until he was twenty-one years of age, and in per- 
sonal habit he has been guided by his mother’s wish through life. In 
a biographical sketch of Mr. Stone which was published in the Reeds- 
burg Times, he paid this beautiful and loving tribute to his mother, 
as follows: “TI early learned from mother that a man was known by 
the company he keeps. She chose our companions while children 
and until death was their faithful counselor and friend. She chose for 
us magazines and books for our daily companions. She gave us 
games, played with us, and read aloud to us evenings. She mended 
the clothes and darned the stockings after we had gone to bed, work- 
ing at times into the early morning. It is a sweet memory. . . . She 
paid taxes, clothed and schooled her children from choice and lived 
with them as guide and counselor. Because of these things, and neces- 
sity of existence, she was an early advocate of woman’s suffrage. I 
know what a widow’s pension of twenty dollars per month did for her 
in the support and education of her children. ... I never knew a 
father’s care and example. She was the head of the home. She kept 
the faith and was on guard always to protect her flock. It was a lonely 
vigil. Her hair turned white during the six months father was 
reported “missing” before the word came he was in Libby Prison. 
She passed away suddenly but peacefully at fifty-nine years, feeling 
that her work in life was completed after rearing her family. That 
self-sacrificing example was the greatest lesson ever taught me.” 

All through his life Mr. Stone has cultivated the companionship 
of worthy men and women. Through books he has been in close as- 
sociation with the best minds of all ages and says ‘‘from the Bible 
to the last issue of the Capital Times I have been in good company.” 
Among his favorites are Master Pieces of English Literature, A Man 
for the Ages by Irving Bachelor and The Man Nobody Knows by 
Bruce Barton. 

The beauty and peace of life—the steadying influence—Mr. Stone 
has always found in his home. On the 19th of April, 1884, he mar- 
ried Minnie L. Corwith, of Prairie du Sac, who at that time had com- 
pleted two years at the Women’s Medical College of Chicago. She 
died in 1924. They had three children: Anna, James Riley and Millie 
C. Anna, born May 30, 1885, died at the age of twenty-nine, in 1914. 
The son, James Riley, was named for his grandfather. He graduated 
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from the University of Wisconsin with the class of 1907 and is now 
living in Baraboo, serving as assistant county agent. During the 
first World War he served his country as a soldier in a Wisconsin regi- 
ment. He married Vera Millhaupt, also a University of Wisconsin 
graduate, and they have had a family of nine children, although their 
first born, James Riley III, born July 6, 1918, died before his father’s 
return from his war service. Richard, the second son, was killed 
September 8, 1945. He was a captain in the regular United States 
Army infantry. He served as first lieutenant over a year in Iceland; 
was transferred to England, and participated in the invasion which 
won Normandy and was killed in the clean-up. Edward, a private 
in the Marine Corps, took his “boot training” at San Diego, Califor- 
nia. He was captured at Bataan (Corregidor) and was a prisoner 
of war in Osaka prison, Japan. Susan is married to Frank Reming- 
ton, a pilot in the United States service in the Far East. A son was 
born to them June 5, 1945. Fred is a private first class with the U.S. 
Army at Antwerp. The younger children, Genevieve, Mark, Larry 
and Pat, are in school at Baraboo, Wisconsin. Mr. Stone’s youngest 
daughter, Millie C., attended the University of Wisconsin as a member 
of the class of 1911 and is now the wife of Charles R. Fisher. Since 
his graduation from the University of Wisconsin in 1911 Mr. Fisher 
has been employed by the United States Geological Survey Depart- 
ment, save for the period of his service in World War I. He went to 
France as a captain in the Engineers Corps. Mr. and Mrs. Fisher 
have two children, Margaret and James, both attending the University 
of Missouri, Rolla, Missouri, where the family home is located. 

Following the death of his first wife in 1924 Mr. Stone married 
Mrs. Barbara Wentworth, nee Tarnutzer, who by her first marriage 
had a son, Burton. She only lived four years after their marriage, 
and on December 31, 1929, Mr. Stone married Mrs. Sarah E. Wood- 
worth, whose daughter, Ruth Woodworth, is a kindergarten teacher 
at Watertown, Wisconsin. 

Mr. Stone’s religious faith has long been that of the Unitarian 
church, although each of his wives was a Presbyterian and faithful 
member of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union. Mr. Stone’s 
guiding star has been to practice the Golden Rule in life. His clear 
conception of right and wrong, his appreciation of justice and fair- 
ness, his high ambition to develop and improve his life through the 
wise use of his opportunities and a recognition of his duties have 
made James A. Stone one of the most honored and respected men of 
the state, to whose service he has devoted his life—a life that should 
serve as an example and an inspiration to all who know aught of his 
history. 


-CENTRAL STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE. The state teachers colleges 
of Wisconsin constitute a most important element in the educational 
system of the commonwealth and one that is ever broadening in its 
scope and usefulness as teacher-training has more and more come to 
be regarded as a vital and indispensable element in public instruction. 
Stevens Point was chosen by the normal regents as the location of 
the sixth Wisconsin normal school on July 22, 1893, after a long and 
vigorous contest, the successful ending of which was largely due to 
the energetic efforts of Judge Byron B. Park. The name of Central 
State Teachers College was given to the school by reason of its 
location. 

The original site for the school comprised five acres purchased 
by the citizens of Stevens Point for this specific purpose, and the 
contract for the central part of the present building was let Novem- 
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ber 3, 1893, for $39,800. On the 15th of February, 1894, the contract 
was let for the ventilating and heating system for $10,278, and in 
addition to these amounts appropriated by the state, $50,000 was con- 
tributed by Stevens Point and Portage County. In 1898 the state 
acquired the five acres adjoining on the north, making a fine campus 
of ten acres. 

On the 1st of September, 1901 the west wing that houses the rural 
and biology departments was completed at a cost of sixty-four thou- 
sand dollars, adding much needed space. The enrollment for 1894-5 
was two hundred and one students in the normal department from 
twenty-five counties and one hundred and sixty-five pupils in the 
training school under two teachers. The fourth year four hundred 
and sixty students enrolled in the normal department from forty 
counties, which was the largest enrollment reached until 1914-15, 
when there were four hundred and eighty-one students from fifty- 
seven counties and six other states. The peak enrollment of the col- 
lege was reached in 1939-40 when eight hundred and thirty-nine stu- 
dents attended. 

In the main building of the college there is an auditorium, a li- 
brary, a gymnasium and shower room, recitation rooms, laboratories 
for science work, studios for art, radio and music and the adminis- 
tration office. The second wing of this building, erected in 1901, was 
supplemented by a third wing, built in 1914. On the second floor of 
the main building is the library, giving students direct access to book 
sources totaling more than forty-four thousand volumes and a large 
reading room has a reference collection of twenty-five hundred books, 
together with current issues of one hundred and eighty periodicals. 
There is also in the training school a children’s library of almost four 
thousand volumes. A science laboratory and the training school build- 
ing were completed in January, 1930, the Legislature having pre- 
viously appropriated more than two hundred and twenty thousand 
dollars to build and equip them. The chemistry department of the 
College is one of the most modern and fully equipped of the kind in 
the state. 

The buildings on the campus also include the John Francis Sims 
Cottage, used for practical demonstrations of house furnishings and 
housekeeping by the home economics department and was built in 
1914; the Orthman demonstration school for the rural pupils, who 
are brought by bus each morning and returned in that way each 
evening; and Nelson Hall, a four-story, fireproof structure built as 
a girls’ dormitory. It has been used for war training purposes, but 
in the summer of 1944 was turned back to the school. 

There is a student health service, largely of a preventive character, 
and there is student counseling, while deans of men and women 
supervise matters which pertain to student life. Various scholarship 
awards are given and the honorary societies include Alpha Kappa 
Rho, an honorary music fraternity; Alpha Psi Omega, a national 
honorary dramatic fraternity; Sigma Tau Delta, a national honorary 
fraternity, having here a chapter Psi Beta; and Zeta chapter of Sigma 
Zeta, a national honorary science fraternity. Well organized athletics 
are provided for both the men and women and the social life of the 
school is maintained under a wise and carefully directed program. 
The school participates in interstate contests. A newspaper, The 
Pointer, is issued weekly and The Iris is the college annual. 

Central State Teachers College has always maintained an excel- 
lent teaching staff and has been under the supervision of presidents 
well trained for the work and anxious to adopt higher standards of 
instruction for the public schools of the state. During its existence 
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the school has been under the direction of the following presidents: 
Theron B. Pray, from 1894 to 1906; John F. Sims, 1906-1926; Robert 
Dodge Baldwin, 1926-1930; Frank S. Hyer, 1930-1938; Phillip Falk, 
1938 to February, 1939; E. T. Smith, February, 1939, to September, 
1940; and William C. Hansen, since December, 1940. 

Mr. Hansen, who is now directing the interests of the College, was 
born in Neenah, Wisconsin, in 1891, a son of Hans C. and Anna (Han- 
sen) Hansen, who were natives of Denmark. After coming to America 
the father devoted his attention to farming. In the family were six 
children, three of whom are living, William C. being the fifth in 
order of birth. Educated at Withee, Wisconsin, until he had completed 
the work of the grades and the high school, he afterward attended 
the Stevens Point State Teachers College, from which he was grad- 
uated in 1911 and he then taught in Menomonee Falls from 1911 until 
1918, when he entered the University of Wisconsin, winning his Bach- 
elor of Science degree in 1915. Accepting a position in the schools of 
St. Croix, Wisconsin, he remained there until 1917, when he be- 
came principal of the high school at Milltown, Wisconsin, there re- 
maining until 1922. He was city superintendent of schools at Neils- 
ville, Wisconsin, for seven years, then city superintendent at Oconto 
for three years and for eight and a half years held a similar position 
at Stoughton, after which he came to Stevens Point as president of 
the Central State Teachers College. He is a member of the National 
Education Association and of the American Association of School 
Administrators. His fraternity is Phi Delta Kappa. He married 
Esther Rintleman, of Menomonee Falls, and they have four children. 


THOMAS J. PRINGLE, a veteran of World War I, came to Mil- 
waukee in 1919 and has since been identified with the Milwaukee 
Casket Company. He is now president and general manager. Mr. 
Pringle was born in Stratford, Ontario, Canada, in 1896, a son of 
James and Margaret (Broadfoot) Pringle. ‘The mother passed 
from this life in 1904 but the father is still living in Milwaukee. He 
was born in Stratford, Ontario, in 1867, but when a lad of thirteen 
years went to Chicago, Illinois. During his stay there he became 
connected with the Chicago Board of Trade. He went back to 
Canada in 1895 and for a time engaged in the wholesale clothing 
business. In 1918 he moved to Milwaukee to assume the position 
left vacant by the death of his brother, Thomas J. Pringle, as presi- 
dent and manager of the Milwaukee Casket Company. 

The Milwaukee Casket Company was founded in 1872 in Berlin, 
Wisconsin, by D. P. Johnson. He died in 1900 and the business 
was carried on by Thomas J. Pringle, who became associated with 
the firm a short time after it was incorporated in 1875. The plant 
in 1888 was moved to Milwaukee, where for fifty-seven years, it 
has been located at the corner of St. Paul and Fifteenth streets. 
Thomas J. Pringle continued to direct its activities until his death 
in 1918. He built well, for today it is one of the old established 
commercial concerns of the city, enjoying the confidence of the 
public, its success being based upon straightforward, reliable meth- 
ods. From 1918 until his retirement in 1942 James Pringle con- 
tinued in the active management and control of the business. He 
is now enjoying the well earned rest he has truly earned and richly 
merits. Having lived in Milwaukee for a quarter of a century he is 
well known and liked by all. He is a Mason of high degree and has 
been active in the Milwaukee Athletic Club. 

Thomas J. Pringle, who had been named for his uncle, succeeded 
to the presidency of the Milwaukee Casket Company in 1942 upon 
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the retirement of his father. He attended the public schools of 
Hamilton, Ontario, and then entered Highfield College in that city. 
His studies were discontinued in 1915 when he entered military 
service during the first World War. He was with the Canadian 
Cavalry as a member of the Canadian Light Horse Brigade and 
took part in many major engagements in France, serving overseas 
for three years or until the close of hostilities. 

Following his return to this country Mr. Pringle devoted a few 
months to regaining his health, which had been impaired through 
his arduous military service, and then came to Milwaukee in July, 
1919, since which time he has been connected with the Milwaukee 
Casket Company. As he was advanced from one position to an- 
other he mastered every phase of the work so that he was well 
qualified to take over control at his father’s retirement. He had 
previously been a member of the official personnel of the company, 
having served as secretary and treasurer. He maintains the same 
high standards that have ever characterized the house. He is well 
known in business circles along this line, for he is serving as a 
member of the executive committee of the Casket Manufacturing 
Association of America. 

Mr. Pringle married Mrs. Eleanore (Cooper) Courtenay. The 
household now numbers two daughters: Eleanore, who is attending 
Vassar College as a member of the class of 1945, and Patricia, who 
is attending school in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Mr. Pringle is 
well known in club circles as a member of the Milwaukee Athletic 
Club and the Wisconsin Club and, like his father, he is a Mason with 
membership in Kenwood Lodge No. 303, F. & A. M.; Galilee Com- 
mandery No. 38, K. T.; and Tripoli Shrine. 


CARL FREDERICK MILLER is the president and treasurer of the 
Joseph Miller Company, which is one of the old established commercial 
enterprises of the city of La Crosse. Joseph Miller, one of the pioneer 
business men of the city, established the business in 1889, when he 
first opened his doors at 213 Main Street for the wholesale trade in 
cigars. As the direct result of honest effort, untiring application, plus 
his reputation for reliability and excellence of merchandise, his pat- 
ronage increased during the next fifteen years and his scope of activi- 
ties was increased to include cigarettes and candy. By that time a 
relatively young enterprise had expanded to the extent that all terri- 
tory adjacent to La Crosse within a radius of one hundred and fifty 
miles was serviced by two salesmen, while a third man exclusively 
covered the city district work. Joseph Miller progressively expanded 
this business with ever increasing success until the time of his death 
in 1920. He was one of the most popular citizens of this section of 
the state, being admired for his integrity and upright character, and 
loved by all for his genial, kindly disposition. He never sought or 
desired public office, but his name appeared on the list of supporters 
of every worthy project, and he commanded the good will and confi- 
dence of all. 

Joseph Miller was born in Austria, on March 15, 1861. His boy- 
hood was uneventful and at the usual age he started to school and 
received his education in the city schools where he lived. At an early 
age he studied violin and developed a keen appreciation of music 
which remained with him throughout life. Feeling that opportunities 
for self advancement and personal success were much greater in 
America, at the age of twenty-four he bade his parents farewell and 
boarded a vessel bound for America. Shortly after his arrival in New 
York he heard tales of a progressive middle west and directed his foot- 
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steps toward what he considered to be the land of promise. At the 
age of twenty-five, on October 11, 1886, he arrived in La Crosse, Wis- 
consin, to begin his career. Shortly after that he became employed 
by the Chicago firm of Pitkin Brooks Company as a crockery salesman, 
covering the territories of La Crosse and its vicinity. For the next 
four years he worked diligently and well, dextrously gaining a knowl- 
edge of the language and customs of his newly adopted home. 

It was at this time that Joseph Miller began to see that with fore- 
sight and courage he had a chance to make his dreams come true— 
to organize his own business. Out of these ambitious dreams grew the 
Joseph Miller Company. In 1889 the doors of this establishment 
opened for the first time and were to remain open, meeting with ever 
increasing success as the years passed. In 1920 death overtook the 
man at the helm and the community mourned the loss of one of its 
civic leaders and progressive business men. 

During his life time Mr. Miller was associated with many civic 
projects and societies. He was connected with the Masonic order for 
many years and was very active in this group. He was elected to the 
Royal Arch chapter. After his death the De Molay chapter of La 
Crosse was made to bear his name, which it does to the present day. 

In 1889 he married Miss Bertha Braatz. Their family numbered 
four children, two sons and two daughters: Carl Frederick, Joseph 
Herman (called Harry), Julia M. and Bertha. Joseph Herman was 
made president of the company at the death of his father and held 
that position till his death in 1940 and Carl Frederick was then made 
president. Bertha (Braatz) Miller followed her husband in death in 
1933: 

Carl Frederick Miller, the elder son of Joseph Miller, was born in 
La Crosse, June 22, 1890. Even as a boy Mr. Miller showed special 
aptitude in the field of commercial endeavor, concocting ingenious 
ideas applicable to practical usage in business. Upon completion of 
his education in the La Crosse schools, feeling that his vocation was 
business, Mr. Miller pursued advanced study in that field for a year 
with the ultimate goal of becoming a partner in his father’s concern. 
Following completion of the specialized course he spent several years 
acquiring practical experience in the service of the American Tobacco 
Company. It was in 1918, when both he and his brother, J. Herman, 
had satisfactorily proved their worth and capabilities that they were 
invited to join their father’s business concern. Upon the death of their 
father in 1920 these two sons completely took over the Joseph Miller 
Company. At that time their merchandise consisted of not only 
cigars but cigarettes and candy as well. 

Under the guidance and applied skill of the two brothers the busi- 
ness continued to expand rapidly. In 1928 all popular brands of 
liquors were added to the merchandise lists. Their territories traveled 
by their sales staff have greatly expanded, and now extend into several 
states. Their trade is, as it has always been, exclusively wholesale. 

In 1917 Carl F. Miller, the president of the company, was married 
to Miss Helen A. Klosheim, a daughter of William and Louise (Roh- 
rer) Klosheim, pioneers of the city of La Crosse. Mr. and Mrs. Miller 
have two children: Ruth Mary Helen and Joseph Carl.. The former, 
born in 1919, graduated from La Crosse Central high school in 19386 
and supplemented her educational training by study at Rosary Col- 
lege at River Forest, Illinois, where she majored in music, but instead 
of following a career in that field she decided to study medicine. She 
received her Bachelor of Arts degree with a major in medical science 
from the University of Wisconsin in 1940 and her Doctor of Medicine 
degree from Boston University in 1948. Her interneship was served 
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at Revere General Hospital, Boston, and she is now resident physician 
at Goldwater Memorial Hospital of Welfare Island, New York City. 
Her parents have every reason to be proud of the record she is making. 

Joseph Carl] Miller, born in 1923, was graduated from La Crosse 
Aquinas high school in 1940 and then entered St. Mary’s College at 
Winona, Minnesota, where he majored in social sciences. Young 
Mr. Miller received his Bachelor of Science degree in June, 1945, 
and his Ph.D. from the same school. 

Mrs. Miller and their two children are members of the Blessed 
Sacrament Church. She is an active member of the Catholic Women’s 
League and is active in musical circles, having taught music (piano) 
prior to her marriage. 

Like his father, Carl F. Miller is also an active Mason, having at- 
tained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite. He is a member 
of the Tripoli and Zor Temples as well as a Shriner. He also belongs 
to the La Crosse Club, the Elks lodge and the La Crosse Country Club. 
He is popular in business and social circles because of his genial dis- 
position, his cordiality and his friendliness, arising from his appre- 
ciation of the good qualities of others. 


Dr. WILLIAM JOSEPH KELLY, physician and surgeon of. Potosi, 
where he has practiced since 1934, was born in Centralia, Wisconsin, 
June 19, 1897, a son of William and Delia (Milroy) Kelly. He is of 
Irish lineage, as his grandparents, Patrick and Ellen (Johnstone) 
Kelly, were natives of Ireland, whence they came to the United States. 
They landed at Boston but after a short time spent on the Atlantic 
Coast they made their way westward to Chicago, where Patrick Kelly 
secured a position in the post office. Later he removed to a farm in 
the vicinity of Batavia, Illinois, thereafter giving his attention to 
agricultural pursuits. He served his adopted country as a soldier in 
the Mexican War. The grandparents of Doctor Kelly on the maternal 
side were John and Catherine (Conway) Milroy, also natives of Ire- 
land. On leaving the old world they went first to Canada. Mr. Milroy 
was a contractor and when canals were being built in the upper lake 
region he removed to the United States, where he worked on the canals 
for a time. Later he too became a resident of Illinois, settling adja- 
cent to Batavia. 

William Kelly, the Doctor’s father, was chief of police at Batavia 
for many years and subsequently he became foreman of the Appleton 
Manufacturing Company at Batavia. He died in the year 1915 and 
his wife is still living. They had a family of seven children, of whom 
William J. is the fifth in order of birth. 

After passing through the grades and the high school at Batavia, 
Illinois, Doctor Kelly continued his education in the Lewis Institute 
in Chicago and at the University of Chicago, his liberal training prov- 
ing an excellent foundation upon which to build the superstructure 
of his professional success. He studied medicine at Loyola University 
of Chicago and was graduated in 19382, his M.D. degree being at that 


_ time conferred on him. He interned at the Alexian Brothers Hospital 


for a half year and also spent a similar period at the Misericordia 
Hospital in Chicago, after which he engaged in private practice in 
that city for a year. He has since taken postgraduate work at the 
University of Minnesota and he utilizes every opportunity to broaden 
his knowledge and thereby increase his efficiency in caring for those 
whose health is impaired. 

In 1934 Doctor Kelly removed to Potosi, and from the beginning 
has met with success in his practice here. He is careful in his diag- 
nosis and seldom, if ever, at fault in his deductions as to the cause of 
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illness and the best method of treatment. As the years have passed 
his practice has steadily grown in volume and importance. He is a 
member of the Grant County Medical Society, the Wisconsin State 
Medical Association and the American Medical Association. His in- 
terest in the community welfare is shown in the fact that he has 
served as village president, and at all times his support can be counted 
upon to further measures for the public good. He belongs to the 
Catholic church and has membership with the Knights of Columbus. 

Doctor Kelly married Anna Harriet Gall, of Chicago, a daughter of 
Anton and Mary Gall, both now deceased. The Doctor and his wife 
have one child, William Joseph Jr., who was born in Chicago, Novem- 
ber 8, 1926, and attended Campion high school before entering the 
armed service as a member of the air forces. The Doctor finds recrea- 
tion and diversion in the collecting of coins and of first editions and he 
possesses many interesting specimens of both, but he allows nothing 
to interfere with the prompt and faithful performance of his duties 
- in the general practice of medicine and surgery. 


MARGARET REINARDY, a well known attorney of Stevens Point, 
is the wife of Kenneth E. Anderson, who is now serving with the 
armed forces. He was’ born in Wheeler, Dunn County, Wisconsin, 
January 9, 1909, a son of Martin and Catherine (Basner) Anderson, 
who are still residents of Wheeler, where the father is engaged in 
merchandising. The other children in their family are: Rozelle, who 
is the postmaster at Wheeler, and Geraldine, who is the wife of 
Gould Morrison, of Madison, Wisconsin. 

Kenneth E. Anderson was educated in St. Mary’s College at Win- 
ona, Minnesota, in Stout Institute and in the University of Wiscon- 
sin, where he pursued his law course, winning his LL. B. degree at 
his graduation as a member of the class of 1987. He at once began 
practicing at Stevens Point and was making steady professional 
progress when he joined the army for service in World War II. He 
belongs to the Portage County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State 
Bar Association and the American Bar Association, and he has mem- 
bership in the local and state Junior Chambers of Commerce, having 
been very active and prominent in the former. He also belongs to the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and is a member of the 
Congregational church. 

Kenneth E. Anderson married Margaret Reinardy, a daughter 
of Charles and Nett (Graham) Reinardy, of Burlington, Wisconsin, 
but both are now deceased. Her mother was a daughter of Charles 
and Christiana (Bradford) Graham, the former a carpenter con- 
tractor. He also served as a soldier of the Union Army in the Civil 
War. The grandparents of Margaret Reinardy on the paternal side 
were Peter and Margaret (Bohner) Reinardy, who were of French 
descent. Peter Reinardy was born in France and became a school 
teacher. After crossing the Atlantic to the new world he also became 
a Civil War veteran, and following the close of hostilities he settled 
in Chicago, where his son, Charles Reinardy, was born. 

Margaret Reinardy was the second of the three children of Charles 
and Nett (Graham) Reinardy, of whom one is now deceased. She 
attended the public schools of St. Paul, Minnesota, and the Univer- 
sity High School of Minneapolis, after which she studied for seven 
years in the University of Wisconsin, where she won her Bachelor 
of Laws in 1937 as a classmate of Mr. Anderson. They have practiced 
under the firm name of Anderson & Reinardy, winning an enviable 
place in the professional circles of Stevens Point. Starting her prac- 
tice under her maiden name, she still retains its use for her pro- 
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fessional work, and for four years she has been divorce council here. 
Mr. Anderson enlisted in November, 1942, and was sent abroad, 
being now stationed in Ireland. Like her husband Margaret Rein- 
ardy is a member of the Portage County Bar Association and the 
Wisconsin State Bar Association. She also belongs to the Congrega- 
tional church, the American Association of University Women and 
the Progress Club, and outside of her home and her profession her 
chief interest is in Girl Scout work. Both she and Mr. Anderson are 
well known and popular here, and since her husband’s departure 
for military service she continues to care for their law practice and 
at the same time helpfully participates in many interests of a 
civic nature. 

MILTON J. MCGUIRE, who in recent years has been closely con- 
nected with the political interests of Milwaukee and is now serving 
as president of the common council, with offices in the City Hall, was 
born in Kseanaba, Michigan, December 16, 1905, a son of John and 
Minnie (Salva) McGuire. The mother is now living in Milwaukee, 
where the father died in 1942. He had been a cigar manufacturer 
and restaurant owner in Michigan, and in 1923 he removed to Wis- 
consin, his remaining days being passed in Milwaukee. 

Milton J. McGuire began his education in the parochial schools 
of Escanaba, where he also attended St. Joseph’s high school and 
pursued a course in a business college. Following the removal of the 
family to Milwaukee he pursued further study through the extension 
division of the University of Wisconsin, and still continues to do so, 
now specializing in the study of municipal government. While thus 
continuing his education he was employed in various ways, working 
as a salesman for a time, while later he was office manager of the 
National Clearing Service for eight years. He was also connected 
with the insurance business for a time. 

Always interested in politics, to the study of which he gave more 
and more attention as the years passed by, Mr. McGuire became a 
stanch supporter of the Democratic party and in 1933 he was elected 
Democratic committeeman from the Third ward. In the following 
year he served as city chairman of the party, and his ability as an 
organizer and effective worker was widely recognized in Democratic 
circles of the city. In 1936 he was elected alderman from the Third 
ward and during his eight years of service in that capacity he fought 
successfully against granting tavern licenses to veterans and private 
clubs where slot machines were used openly. He was also one of the 
joint sponsors of the city curfew ordinance designed to reduce juvenile 
delinquency, and for four years he served as a member of the license 
committee. He had been reelected alderman in 1940 and in 1944 and 
in the latter year he was elected president of the common council and 
now presides over its meeting's, seeking in every way to promote the 
public welfare through proceedings and enactments that recognize the 
possibilities for municipal reform, improvement and progress. He 
has carefully considered committee appointments and has named for 
such service those who he believes will best advance the public 
welfare through particular channels. 

In 1937 Mr. McGuire married Miss Dorothy Roeckel, a native of 
DePere, Brown County, Wisconsin, and a daughter of Joseph and 
Agnes (Dolan) McGuire, who were members of pioneer families of 
the Green Bay district, where they located when Indians still in- 
habited that part of the state. Both Mr. and Mrs. Roeckel are still 
living, making their home in Milwaukee. Mr. and Mrs. McGuire have 
become parents of one son, Dennis, now six years of age. Mr. McGuire 
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is a Catholic in his religious belief and along fraternal lines he is 
connected with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, is a life 
member of the Loyal Order of Moose and belongs to the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles, in which societies he has done important committee 
work, always seeking their benefit along constructive lines. A resident 
of Milwaukee from the age of eighteen years, he is widely and favor- 
ably known here and is now doing much to shape the political history 
of the city. He studies closely and thoroughly the problems of 
municipal government and utilizes practical and effective manage- 
ment in securing desired results that make for the general good. 


Dr. JosepH A. RAWLINS, the surgeon of the Elkhorn Clinic, and 
closely and helpfully identified with professional interests in Wal- 
worth County since 1938, was born at Kewanee, Illinois, May 24, 
1908, a son of Dr. Ora A. and Leda (Schmidt) Rawlins and a grand- 
son of Joseph V. Rawlings, a native of Indiana, who followed the oc- 
cupation of farming and served his country in defense of the Union 
during the Civil War. The Doctor’s grandfather on the maternal side, 
Fred G. Schmidt, married a Miss Burns, who was a second cousin of 
the Scotch poet, Robert Burns. 

Dr. Ora A. Rawlings was born in Indiana and in young manhood 
took up the profession of teaching, serving as principal of the high 
school at Kewanee, Illinois, and also as high school principal at 
Streator, Illinois. Deciding, however, to make the practice of medi- 
cine his life work, he entered Rush Medical College of Chicago and is 
now a well known surgeon, engaged in private practice in Chicago. 

Stimulated by the example of his father, Joseph A. Rawlins after 
mastering the branches of learning in the grades of the Irving school 
and in the McKinley high school in Chicago, entered Northwestern 
University at Evanston, Illinois, where the Bachelor of Science degree 
was conferred on him in 1931. He then continued in the medical de- 
partment of that University until graduated with his professional 
degree in 1933. He put his theoretical knowledge to the practical test 
as interne in the Edgewater Hospital, where he continued for six 
months, and on leaving Chicago he became interne in the Milwaukee 
County Hospital, where he also spent six months. For a year and a 
half thereafter he was connected with the Cook County (Ill.) Hos- 
pital and was thus continually broadening his understanding of the 
medical science. For four years he was assistant to Dr. Byron 
Meacher of Portage, Wisconsin, and with Doctor Taylor of that place, 
at the end of which time he devoted one year to private practice in 
Elkhorn and then joined Dr. KE. T. Ridgeway and Dr. E. D. Sorenson 
in the conduct of the Elkhorn Clinic, where he gives his attention only 
to the surgical cases. He is splendidly qualified in this particular, 
possessing the clear head and steady hand so necessary in surgery, 
combined with a comprehensive knowledge of the broad scientific 
principles which underlie his work. He is familiar with the advance- 
ment that is continually being made in surgical procedure and his 


efforts have been attended with excellent results that have gained him 


recognition as a worthy representative of his particular branch of 
the profession. He is most careful in diagnosis and conscientious in 
his practice. In 1941 he was elected a fellow of the American College 
of Surgeons. He is also a member of the Walworth County Medical 
Society, the Wisconsin State Medical Society and the American Medi- 
cal Association. 

Doctor Rawlins’ college fraternity is Sigma Delta Psi. He be- 
longs to the Congregational church and to the Kiwanis Club and he is 
also a loyal follower of the teachings of Masonry. In matters of citi- 
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zenship he measures up to high standards, giving aid to all progressive 
public measures, and he is now examining physician for the draft 
board and teaches first aid. He finds his recreation in various forms 
of athletics, of which he is very fond, and thus he maintains an even 
balance to his professional activities. 

On the 6th of February, 1935, Doctor Rawlins married Alice 
Stevens, of LaGrange, Illinois, a daughter of George M. and Blanche 
(Huntley) Stevens, the former a practicing attorney. Mrs. Rawlins 
completed her education by graduation from Knox College at Gales- 


burg, Illinois, and, like her husband, she is a member of the Congrega- 


tional church. They have one daughter, Joanne Alice, who was born 
June 21, 1938, and one son, Steven Joe, born October 28, 1943. 


WILLIAM R. JAEGER. Few men in the newspaper field in Wisconsin 
have been as widely and favorably known as was William R. Jaeger, 
who to his countless friends was affectionately called “Printer Bill.” 
He established and promoted many of Wisconsin’s newspapers, for 
he was a builder, and advancement characterized all the journalistic 
ventures with which he was connected. 

Born in Wausau, Wisconsin, July 7, 1883, Mr. Jaeger was a son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Jaeger. The father was a carpenter of 
Wausau, where he is still living at the venerable age of eighty-nine 
years. Two of his daughters, Mrs. Charles Gaedtke and Mrs. Helen 
Linder, also make their home in Wausau. William Jaeger was four- 
teen years of age when he secured a position on the Wausau Daily 
Record and during the eight years he was associated with this or- 
ganization he acquired a thorough knowledge of newspaper work in 
all its branches. His experience was later to prove of great worth 
both to himself and to the communities in which he lived. 

With his boyhood friend, William Brandt, he launched a Wausau 


community newspaper known as Behind the Creck. This little paper 


aroused such interest that it soon had a circulation of three hundred 
copies and was often quoted by more pretentious journals of that 
day, but his ambition was not satisfied and in 19°5 he began the 
publication of the Wausau Daily News. Mr. Ernest A. Dunn and 
H. H. Walslegel were his partners in this enterprise, which was on? 
of the basic newspapers later to become the Wausau Record-Herald. 
While publishing the Daily News, Mr. Jaeger purchased and took 
to Wausau the first typesetting machine to be installed in the northern 
part of the state. About a year later he sold out to R. E. Powers. 

He then went to Grand Rapids, now Wisconsin Rapids, where 
he was associated with A. L. Fontaine in establishing the first daily 
paper, The Daily Reporter. A.few years later he moved to Merrill, 
Wisconsin, which at that time was supporting five weekly newspapers 
in the midst of a political feud. Sizing up the situation, Mr. Jaeger 
started a daily publication, The Merrill Daily Herald, which is still 
in existence. About ten months later he sold out to C. N. Johnson. 
Removing to Edgar, Wisconsin, Mr. Jaeger published the Edgar News 
for about two years. He then went to Gladstone,’ Michigan, where 
he purchased the Delta County Reporter and placed it on a profitable 
basis, converting it from a weekly into a semi-weekly paper and 
continuing its publication almost single-handed during the period 
of the first World War. He was also active in civic and political 
affairs in Gladstone and was instrumental in molding community 
thought and action. 

In January, 1920, Mr. Jaeger purchased the controlling stock in 
the Rhinelander Daily News, which he successfully published for 
five years and which he converted into one of the soundest and finest 
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newspaper properties in a city of that size anywhere in the United 
States. From Rhinelander he went to Waupaca, where he bought 
an interest in the Wawpaca News. Four years later, in May, 1929, 
he came to Waukesha and became associated with the Daily Freeman 
as vice president and general manager. Here his progressive spirit 
was manifest, for when he took charge it had antiquated equipment, 
but this was replaced with everything new and modern. His publica- 
tion policy caused the paper to grow by leaps and bounds. He planned 
and constructed the new three-story Freeman building, which will 
remain as a monument to his memory. It has been lauded by news- 
paper men throughout the country as the most ideal building for 
newspaper work. Situated facing Park Square in Waukesha, this 
stone structure is the exponent of the strong character and determined 
efficiency that characterized its promoter. He became majority stock- 
holder of the Daily Freeman in May, 1929, so continuing until his 
death in May, 1943, during which time he also served on the board 
of directors. 

In addition to his interest in the Daily Freeman, Mr. Jaeger pur- 
chased stock in the Lake Geneva Regional News when it was in bad 
financial condition and through his fine business sense caused the 
paper to increase in value throughout the five-year period of his 
association with that journal. On July 1, 1941, he became interested 
in the Wauwatosa News and made plans for converting this into one 
of the finest publishing houses in the suburban field of Milwaukee 
County, and he was working out designs for progressive postwar 
operations. Early in 19438 he purchased the old Wauwatosa Fire 
House, which he remodeled, converting it into a well equipped plant 
with many modern facilities and had definite ideas for further de- 
velopment. He purchased a large printing press and folder, a casting 
machine and other equipment and his labors were far-reaching and 
resultant. From early manhood his work was of a constructive char- 
acter and he built wisely and well as the years went by, his efforts 
at all times benefiting the communities in which he lived. 

Mr. Jaeger married Nettie Brandt, a daughter of William and 
Ricka (Langbecker) Brandt. Her mother’s people. came from Ger- 
many in 1857 and the Brandt family a little later. They were pioneer 
farmers of Marathon County, Wisconsin. William Brandt died in 
1894 and his wife passed away in 1931. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger became 
the parents of three daughters: Marion, Nancy and Ruth Mary. 

Marion Jaeger, born August 29, 1909, at Edgar, Wisconsin, is a 
graduate of the Rhinelander high school and Lawrence College of 
Appleton. She is now the wife of Arthur Moeller, of Sturgeon Bay. 
They have four children: Robert, John, Nancy and Mary Jane. 

Nancy Jaeger, born November 22, 1915, is a graduate of the 
Waukesha high school and the University of Wisconsin, where she 
specialized in journalism. She was married to Lee Perry, and both 
she and her husband are now in charge of the Wauwatosa Nevws, 
which is making steady gains under their supervision. 

Ruth Mary Jaeger, born October 10,°1922, is a graduate of the 
Waukesha high school and the University of Wisconsin, where she 
majored in economics. She is gifted in literary work and has been 
writing poetry since the age of six. During her senior year at the 
University she was managing editor of the school’s publication, The 
Daily Cardinal. She is now in the publicity department of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. Shortly after her graduation from college she 
was married to John W. March. 

Since Mr. Jaeger’s death on June 21, 19438, the family has pur- 
chased all outstanding stock in the Wauwatosa News, thus making 
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it a closed corporation. Mrs. Jaeger continues to give the same helpful 
counsel and encouragement in business matters to her daughter and 
son-in-law as she did to her husband, for she is serving as vice presi- 
dent of the company. She maintains her lovely home in Waukesha, 
where her many friends gather. During her residence in Gladstone, 
Michigan, she was a charter member of the Woman’s Club and is 
now active in the Waukesha Woman’s Club. She has membership in 
the Methodist Church and devotes a good deal of her time to the 
Woman’s Christian Service League. 


St. PETER’S CATHOLIC CHURCH was organized in Stevens Point 
as early as 1876 but more than a decade and a half earlier several 
Polish families had settled there and from 1860 the work of the 
church was carried on among them, extending its activities and 
interests in ever broadening circles for the moral uplift of the com- 
munity. On the 20th of July, 1860, the Rev. John Polack was ap- 
pointed pastor of St. Steven’s Catholic Church here. He was born 
in Poland in 1818 of noble parentage and took up his work in 
America at an early day, taking over his duties in Stevens Point 
when St. Steven’s was the only Catholic church here, its member- 
ship being composed of Irish, German, French and a few Polish 
families. Reverend Polack, however, did much to encourage Polish 
families to settle here, and his labors were satisfactorily resultant. 
He also ministered to the spiritual needs of St. Martin’s congre- 
gation at Sharon, Wisconsin, where resided numerous German and 
Polish families. 

On account of the rapid influx of Polish families here the place 
was called Poland Corners, and Reverend Polack continued his 
labors here until March, 1862, when he was forced to resign because 
of ill health, and passed to the life beyond two months later. By 1863 
the Polish inhabitants of Sharon numbered forty-four families and 
as the church there proved too small to accommodate the constantly 
increasing congregation it was decided that the Polish people would 
form a parish of their own. Although few possessed financial means 
to any extent, they were a liberal people, devoted to the cause, so that 
by 1864 St. Joseph’s Church was built on a site not far from St. 
Martin’s. Poland Corners grew rapidly from that time forward, so 
that it was soon a fair-sized town and became the center of Polish 
settlement in Portage County. Polish families from Stevens Point 
worshipped in St. Joseph’s Church until 1876, when the Reverend 
Bogacki was assigned to the duty of organizing a Polish church in 
Stevens Point. A meeting was held in St. Stephen’s schoolhouse, 
attended by fifty Polish families, and eight hundred dollars was 
raised to apply on a Polish Catholic Church to be called St. Peter’s, 
and thus came about the establishment of the parish whereby the 
Poles of the city were separated from St. Stephen’s Church. 

The money raised was invested in four lots and a house purchased 
from Emil Peckert, and the house was in use as a rectory for several 
years. The same year a church was built at a cost of three thousand 
dollars and the Reverend Bogacki remained as pastor from June, 
1876, until April, 1877, while his successor, the Rev. J. Czarnowski, 
continued for five months. He was followed by the Rev. A. Bukowski 
and he in turn was followed by Rev. J. Walun, who died while 
officiating as pastor. In November, 1882, Rev. E. J. Slowikowski 
was assigned to St. Peter’s and under his guidance substantial pro- 
gress was made in the church work, which included the building of 
a new rectory, at a cost of twenty-five hundred dollars. In 1888 the 
congregation was incorporated under the laws of the state. 
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Rev. A. Lex took up the work of the church, continuing from 
May 23, 1884, to November, 1888, and in 1887 he arranged for the 
purchase from the city of a school building and four lots for the 
sum of one thousand dollars. He then arranged that the Sisters of 
Notre Dame should conduct a parochial school, and thus was init- 
ated the educational work of the parish. In November, 1888, Rev. 
L. Grabowski was assigned to St. Peter’s, where he remained until 
January 5, 1891, and his efforts were most effective in advancing 
the interests and upbuilding of the parish. He was instrumental 
in having erected the present Sisters Home, at a cost of twenty-four 
hundred dollars, and he enlarged the church, improving the interior 
decoration as well, representing a further investment of twelve hun- 
dred dollars. He was succeeded by the Rev. Z. Wozny, who remained 
until May 1, 1894, when the Rev. Q. Zielinski came from Menasha 
to take over the work of St. Peter’s Church. A change was made in 
the direction of the educational work of the parish on September 1, 
1896, when the Franciscan Sisters of St. Joseph’s convent were 
placed in charge of the parochial school and soon afterward the 
parish suffered a catastronhe in that the church and parsonage were 
destroyed by fire on the 18th of October, 1896. A month later Reverend 
Zielinski left his post here and in December, 1896, Rev. L. J. Pes- 
cinski, then of Menasha, was appointed pastor and came to St. 
Peter’s, where he carried on preparations for a new church that 
was completed in 1897 at an expenditure of twenty-seven thousand 
dollars, including the interior furnishings. 

In December, 1909, Rev. S. A. Elbert was assigned to St. Peter’s 
and the following year the parsonage was completed, while land to 
the rear of the church was purchased. Twenty acres of land was later 
purchased and platted for. cemetery purposes and now known as 
Guardian Angels Cemetery. Thus year after year the parish prop- 
erty has been improved and the parish work developed with results 
that are far-reaching in the development of Catholic interests in 
Stevens Point. 

Since 1929 Rev. Julius Chylinski has been pastor of St. Peter’s. 
He was ordained to the priesthood in 1903 and was pastor of St. 
Leo’s Church at Pound, Wisconsin, for thirteen years. On the expir- 
ation of that period he went to Fancher, Wisconsin, where he had 
charge of St. Mary’s Church for thirteen years, and for the past 
sixteen years he has continued his labors at St. Peter’s Church, his 
efforts productive of results of far-reaching effect and importance. 
In 1931 he brought about the erection of the fine large school building 
at an expenditure of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. It con- 
tains sixteen class rooms and a spacious auditorium, and there are 
also five clubrooms. Instruction is given in the work of eight grades, 
which are under the supervision of sixteen teachers who are of the 
order of Sisters of St. Joseph. At present there is an enrollment of 
seven hundred pupils in the school, while the church numbers six- 
teen hundred units. The local parish charity of the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society, with some federal aid, gives four hundred children their 
noon meal free. The Catholic community social center has fine club- 
rooms in the basement of the school building and a separate gym- 
nasium, and these seem to be always in use. Reverend Chylinski built a 
twelve thousand dollar addition to the Sisters Home and completely 
renovated the interior of the church to an extent of twenty-two 
thousand dollars. He has succeeded also in reducing the church debt 
to little more than a nominal figure. All of the various Catholic 
societies are well represented in the parish, and the work is now well 
organized in every particular and with most beneficial results. 
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Rev. JAMES F. MANLEY, pastor of St. Francis de Sales Catholic 
Church at Lake Geneva, was born in Columbus, Wisconsin, March 7, 
1897, a son of Thomas and Ella (McTiernen) Manley, who were also 
natives of this state. He was the third of their five children and 
while spending his youthful days under the parental roof he attended 
district school No. 1 of Columbia County, and also spent two years as 
a high school student in Columbus. Desiring to enter the work of 
the church, he pursued his theological studies in St. Francis Seminary 
of Milwaukee and was ordained to the priesthood February 2, 1924. 
He served as assistant priest at St. Thomas Aquinas Church, Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, from 1924 to June, 1934. His first pastorate, 
1934-1940, was at St. Catherine’s Church at Sharon, Wisconsin, and 
he came to Lake Geneva as assistant to Father J. G. Smith. After 
acting in that capacity for a few months he was made pastor of St. 
Francis de Sales Church in January, 1941, and has since continued his 
labors here, winning favor with his parishioners and greatly advanc- 
ing the interests and growth of the church. He is a man of keen 
mentality and earnest purpose, and the work of the church has be- 
come well organized under his direction. Father Manley belongs to 
the Knights of Columbus and is interested in the social activities as 
well as the spiritual development of his parish. 

St. Francis de Sales Church was organized in 1840, so that it has 
been in existence for more than a century, continuing a potent force 
in the lives of the community through all the passing years. For a 
time it was conducted as a mission. Father Kundig purchased the 
land, a lovely site, so that the church stands on a high elevation over- 
looking the city. It was acquired in 1847, and the Rev. Patrick Mc- 
Kernan became the first pastor. Prior to this time Father Morrissey 
had taken care of the scattered missions, having supervision over the 
Catholic people of Janesville, Whitewater, Jefferson and Lake Geneva. 
In 1849 the Rev. P. J. Flander was assigned to St. Francis de Sales 
Church and entered upon a long pastorate. Father Eugene Reilly 
came in July, 1884, and was a strong force in the advancement of 
Catholicism here. He built the present lovely brick church and the 
fine rectory and otherwise improved the church property. In 1908 
he was made dean and left for Janesville, Wisconsin, being succeeded 
at Lake Geneva by Rev. B. J. Burke, who continued as the pastor 
from August, 1908, until his death in 1914. Father Joseph G. Smith 
was in charge from January, 1915, until January, 1941, when his long 
pastorate of twenty-six years ended and Father Manley became his 
successor. : 

The cornerstone of the present church was laid August 15, 1889. 
Father Manley has been instrumental in having the church redec- 
orated and a new roof put on, and the interior is most attractive, the 
altars being exceptionally fine and artistic in design and decoration. 


WILLIAM H. SULLIVAN, an investment counselor of Milwaukee, 
where he has engaged in this field of business for a quarter of a 
century, winning a clientele that is most gratifying and that is 
indicative of his ability and enterprise, is numbered among Milwau- 
kee’s native sons, born September 1, 1894. His parents, Daniel A. 
and Mary (De Veto) Sullivan, both now deceased, were also natives 
of Wisconsin, the father having been born in the Fourth ward of 
Milwaukee. He was a son of Patrick Sullivan, a native of Ireland, 
who came to the new world in the late 1840s, establishing the family 
home. here. Reared in his native city, Daniel A. Sullivan continued 
to reside here until his death in 1920. His wife was born in Kewaskum, 
Washington County, Wisconsin, in the famous Kettle Moraine district. 
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Her father was one of the pioneer settlers of Washington County, 
where he became a large land owner, his possessions including the 
land that now constitutes the State Park. His business was that of 
railroad building and he constructed the North Western Railway in 
the northwestern part of the state. One of his sons, John De Veto, 
also became a railroad contractor and built the Pacific Coast extension 
of the Chicago & Milwaukee Railroad. 

William H. Sullivan is the eldest of the three sons of Daniel A. 
and Mary (De Veto) Sullivan, the others being John L. and Daniel 
R., both of Milwaukee. Having acquired his early education in 
parochial schools here William H. Sullivan continued his education in 
Marquette Academy and when he started out in the business world 
secured a position with the Milwaukee Sentinel. He afterward learned 
the investment banking business under the direction of Oliver Clyde 
Fuller of the Old Wisconsin Trust Company and was still with that 
corporation when it merged with the First Trust Company to become 
the First Wisconsin Trust Company in 1921. It was then that Mr. 
Sullivan joined the City Bank & Trust Company, which was organized 
in 1921 and with which he was associated as an officer and director 
when he resigned in 1940 to engage in business on his own account as 
an investment counselor. His long experience in connection with 
financial affairs well qualifieu him for this step and he has made 
steady advancement in the business. He is thoroughly familiar with 
the investment market and his sound judgment has enabled his clients 
to make desired profit on their purchases of financial paper. 

The interruption to Mr. Sullivan’s progressive business career 
came in 1916, when he left the Old Wisconsin Trust Company to enter 
military service as a member of the Thirty-second Division, U.S. A., 
known as the Red Arrow Division of the American Expeditionary 
Force. He was commissioned a captain of infantry and remained 
overseas from November, 1917, until May, 1919. He has taken an 
active and helpful interest in the Red Arrow Club, which is composed 
of veterans of the Thirty-second Division living in Wisconsin and 
Michigan. He was elected president of this club in 1940 and was thu: 
serving when the club house at 774 North Broadway was purchase’ 
and when it was dedicated in 1941 as a memorial building to American 
soldiers of all time. The Red Arrow, or Thirty-second Division of the 
current World War, has been mostly stationed in the Southwest 
Pacific. In 1944 Mr. Sullivan was chosen to serve as secretary of 
the Wisconsin Commandery of the Military Order of Foreign Wars. 
For a time he was an earnest and helpful member of Alonzo Cud- 
worth Post No. 23 of the American Legion, but is now a member 
of American Legion Post No. 1, to which he is equally loyal. He is 
likewise a director of the Thirty-second Division Veterans Associa- 
tion and is interested in all that pertains to the welfare of his 
former military comrades and to all the progressive measures of 
citizenship which they champion. 

Mr. Sullivan married Vivian Lett, a native of Milwaukee and a 
daughter of George A. and Anna (McDermott) Lett, both now de- 
ceased. Mr. and Mrs. Sullivan’s family numbers two sons. The elder, 
William George, was a senior in Marquette University of the class 
of 1944 when he left college to join the navy, in which he is now 
serving as an ensign. James Forrest was also attending Marquette 
University, as a member of the class of 1945, when he joined the 
military forces, being now an aviation cadet in the navy. During 
the first World War Mr. Sullivan’s mother received a telegram from 
the Government reporting that her son William had been killed in 
action. A shell explosion hurled a huge pile of earth over him but his 
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buddies succeeded in rescuing him. The family residence is at 1810 
West Wisconsin Avenue in Milwaukee and Mr. Sullivan also main- 
tains a home at Lake La Belle, in Waukesha County, which is one of 
the noted lake regions of the state. He has his office at 238 West 
Wisconsin Avenue, where he carefully supervises the, interests of 
many clients. 


CHARLES A. SCHENK, who passed from this life November 17, 
1948, was actively connected with the business affairs and the public 
interests of Stevens Point for many yeais and was numbered among 
the substantial and valued citizens of this community. He was born 
in Portage, Columbia County, Wisconsin, October 20, 1862, a son of 
Carl and Eva (Boetcher) Schenk, who were natives of Germany, 
where they spent their childhood days and were married. Attracted 
by the opportunities of the new world, they decided to come to the 
United States in 1851 and first established their home in Buffalo, New 
York, where they remained until 1855 and then came to Wisconsin. 
The father had early learned the trade of cabinetmaking and followed 
that line of work during the greater part of his life. He died in the 
year of 1875, having for about nine years survived his wife, who 
died in 1866. 

Charles A. Schenk gained his education in the public schools 
of Portage and in 1878, when but sixteen years-of age, came to Stevens 
Point, but remained for only a brief period, returning, however, in 
1883 to become a permanent resident here. It was the year in which 
he attained his majority. He had previously had some business 
experience, as he had worked in a lumber yard before he had finished 
school, and after his removal to Stevens Point he learned the bar- 
ber’s trade, which he followed for a few years. He afterwards became 
interested in the jewelry business and in 1889, in connection with 
EK. A. Arenberg, organized the firm of Schenk &- Arenberg for the 
conduct of a jewelry business, which they conducted for six years or 
until Mr. Schenk was elected to the office of city treasurer. He then 
concentrated his entire attention upon the duties of his official pos- 
ition, which he filled, through reelection, for six years, discharging 
his duties with marked efficiency and fidelity. He also served Stevens 
Point as an alderman for twenty years, and during that time did much 
to further civic progress and improvement, at all times supporting 
those measures which he believed would prove of public benefit. In the 
later years of his life Mr. Schenk was financially interested in the 
Stevens Point Beverage Company and served the brewery as its man- 
ager for many years, also filling the office of treasurer of the company 
and acting as one of the directors, his sound business judgment prov- 
ing one of the potent elements in its success. 

Mr. Schenk was a member of the Evangelical church, which ' 
indicated his interests in the moral progress of the city as well as in 
its commercial and political affairs. In 1885 he married Ottilie Aren- 
berg, a daughter of Carl and Catherine (Dittes) Arenberg, who 
were natives of Baden, Germany. Her father was a cooper by trade 
and on coming to Wisconsin settled at Watertown, where Mrs. Schenk. 
was born and acquired her education. By her marriage she became 
the mother of four children, of whom the youngest, Walter L., died 
in infancy. The eldest of the family is Elsie, who was born July 20, 
1886, and is a graduate nurse, having completed a course of study 
in Northwestern College in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Meta K. is a public 
school teacher, now an instructor in the schools of Seattle, Wash- 
ington. Karl E. who during the first World War was in France as a 
member of the Signal Corps, is now an official of the Hardware 
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Mutual Insurance Company of Stevens Point. He married Oral 
Albright, of Neilsville, Wisconsin, and they have three children: 
Carl M., who after finishing his high school course attended the 
Stevens Point State Teachers College. He became a navigator with 
the United States Air Corps and was in England. He is now a navi- 
gator instructor at Ellington Field in Texas. John, who is also a 
graduate of the high school and spent one year as a student in the 
State Teachers College, left school to join the Navy and is now in the 
Quartermaster’s Corps on the cruiser San Francisco. David C., who 
completes the family, is still in school. 


VicTor S. PRAIS has long been associated with the business in- 
terests of Stevens Point, where he first worked in humble capacities 
but later entered mercantile circles and is now at the head of a grow- 
ing furniture and funeral directing business. Born in Poland, De- 
cember 26, 1879, he is a son of Joseph and Marie (Yunke) Prais, who 
in 1885 brought their family to the United States, with Stevens Point 
as their destination. The father was both a shoemaker and a mason, 
and he followed those two trades to the time of his death, which oc- 
curred in 1906. ‘lo him and his wife were born six children, the 
eldest of whom, Klemens F. Prais, was born in 1873 and became 
a carpenter and paper hanger. He died June 8, 1945. He married 
Mary Olbranz, and they had a family’of six children, Agnes, Joseph, 
Regena, Peter, Heronem and Margaret. Frances, the eldest daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Prais, became the wife of Paul Archerlick 
and the mother of five children—Carl, Paul, Martha, Roman and 
Cecilia. Victor 8. is the third of the family. Agnes died at the age 
of thirteen years. Martha is the wife of Roman Suplecki. Johanna, 
the youngest of the family, is now Mrs. John Urbanowski, of Stevens 
Point. 

Victor S. Prais attended both public and parochial schools in 
Stevens Point, having been only in his fifth year when brought by 
his parents to this country. When his school books were put aside 
he learned the painter’s trade and subsequently he was employed as 
a cook and manager of boarding cars by the Wisconsin Central Rail- 
way Company. For four years he worked in a lunchroom owned by 
the Wisconsin Central, and he was the first man to conduct a board- 
ing train north of Fond du Lac. He also had charge of the railroad 
lunchroom in that city. While working as a painter he developed an 
extensive contracting business, often employing as many as twenty- 
two men. In June, 1906, he took another forward step in business 
circles by purchasing the wallpaper and paint store of Ira Eldridge, 
after which he carried on the business for a number of years, selling 
paints, wallpaper, tents, awnings and similar merchandise. While 
thus engaged he several times had to secure larger quarters to meet 
the steadily growing demands of his trade. 

Mr. Prais continued in commercial circles, but changed his line 
when he began dealing in furniture. On the 29th of April, 1919, he 
became senior partner in the firm of Prais & Boyer. They opened a 
furniture and undertaking business at 405 Main Street, and when 
they needed more commodious quarters they removed to 804 Main 
Street. In 1928 they built the fine modern building which now houses 
both the furniture stock and the funeral parlors, the furniture busi- 
ness occupying the west end of the building, while the east end 
houses a very modern funeral department, which is handsomely ap- 
pointed. 

In May, 1930, Mr. Prais purchased the interest of Mr. Boyer in 
the business and the name was changed to the Prais Furniture & 


_ 


ea ; oS 6 it 
PReaO hale ofl tale ene | qrnat> sonra Leave SHE y 
 torblidgsvsiuls ovgd qa bad livelisA Yoo def a, 
oH tebe oe loudia dee aul gaftiat istta ofw .M i © > 
ithe wotegiven » omnsed oN agalleD visatonsT 93:32 Iniod ansvote «1 
“Wie & Woe oH .bosigadl at apy bik ago) tiA voiet® boii odd. ba ene ang 4, 
& vein wb onw wilol .2axoT ab bist dotgnillA fn roloutdadl soli 
od it Jiehwin s su wer of tbe hie Wodoe deid oft to siaubarty 
wt sl wor wi hus wn od) stot ob lpedse dt9) oyslicD storfossl otptBo” 
oft... bE .ovatseT Ke Tees edt go eyo’) a‘sedeenrmstiayd 

Jcedop ai iits et yliciat oft estelames 


“it Hesiod oft alive ieieisomas mead gaol aut sianl 2 aorory 
wsitisnien olderad ui bodtow Jeu ed oredw doin easvat8 Yo edaaiad 
“WOTR 2 Io Lio oy de wowat bas eefortie ali mercoot borwtae total jud 
“AT Diwlol «i miotl tesainid gaifestib beast bas omiinwitynb. 
éty 2st (ode) see bates, Yo moe «ci ad OPES OS redine9 
intot nssvede, siliw sob bawnl off oF yline? rio? iyvotd JRL ni 
doen 6 bite -danisode 9 tod eam sedtet od? soltenitasbh vedd Be 
oe doidy situeh ait th. anid off at sebeit owt oxod: bownllotied bag 
ot twwiblids xix steed siow off eid baa mid ol 300T ni botany * 
sotnonl bare STS at date ew ele] 42 enomoth .modw Yo Jegble 
heii ot) BLL 2 seek byib oh «anne weag bce Wifogiss a 
diqueal. eowgs, swallidy xin Ver peetat s bad volt bea sawidlo wieM 
retiach tivhio ot 2von~r) joteeag bun magowH i9t9F, | 
Avitisiiowk tcl to sliw att pitieokds wins! dose sti bus «M to 
bea cnc atin tend Be lsagiblids ov to ~9dtem eft bam oD 

Tas GET ta boil cougaA best aft WW histy off al .2 sodt¥ -nilios 6 ey) 
ML oles natal to olby oft ei satin .xis5v dosdtidt te: 
enthvet@ We wlewouadal sgiol, 2:18 won +i .vlinw? add Yo leounaoy add |) 


, . ¢ oo” i 
i eloorise Thidsoved han sitemy tet bobasida. niet 1B s0tk¥ ltd 
C0 Shaya nod aay ath sit mila asad yaivad Jniod d 


shiek Jyq don dood loodes atti wodW .vainae: eit of atnoing aid) | ae , 
es boxolqinh 2aw of ylitonposdaa bia ohsga) -itning odd bomtasl eds eat. . 
“a festa wingooet WH ed) Gl sino yettrsecd to seesctemt beta » @peity 
YG bonwe suvgrionn a ni bola od wreoy cnet 10d gewel i> ae 
“hreed « Jasbees of scam tert nth anv onl bree bewdtasd niesoosiW oft. oe © 


beers af) So ayiauls bert ects 9M gt e not Io di1on ais ent tous? at 
“ie? 


snoriatal at eds huswadt iodtang Joos od DOR ; 18 ry 


j wetle cs 


dW seibridovm ialieik hay eyninwe aust a . 

fam GS aotianp sywilwoine, of bad gout Iavezae Lt 
Shes oil Yo ebnaneb yniworg Siti 

oni aid hoary dud pobisio deisemtaros at houniiwos al oe 


oH C8! fiwéA Yo HOS a nl sation? af ycilesh gg tn fs a 


woaod vow dsithr. gniblin 
aod eipdinryt oft saab 
baie Jace sd} sisi jest 
“66 onnonbuneel ot sat 


A edict suet ods of lee 


anit ott Hime 
a oa wide 
to be 

in: t 


a 


BIOGRAPHY 541 


Undertaking Company. Mr. Prais is now sole owner of the building 
and the business. He carries the largest line of caskets to be found 
in a town the size of Stevens Point and is prepared to render the 
most modern and well appointed funeral service, meeting every de- 
mand of present day methods. The building owned by Victor S. 
Prais has a frontage of one hundred and seventeen feet and a depth 
of fifty feet, and both the basement and ground floor are used in con- 
nection with the business. The furniture show room is in the base- 


- ment, while the preparation room, the funeral parlors and the casket 


show room are on the first floor. 

Mr. Prais is a member of St. Stanislaus Catholic Church and po- 
litically he is a stanch Democrat who gives active support to his 
party, doing all he can to secure the adoption of its principles. He 
has been coroner of Stevens Point for a number of years, but other- 
wise has not sought office for himself, preferring to concentrate his 
time and attention upon his business affairs. 

Mr. Prais married Miss Mary Wodarski of Stevens Point, and 
they have a son and daughter, Austin and Bernadine. The former, 
born February 13, 1911, attended the parochial schools and the high 
school of Stevens Point and then studied in the Worsham School of 
Embalming in Chicago, where he was licensed in 1939. He has since 
been associated with the Prais funeral and furniture business. He 
married Ramona Wojtalewizc, and they have two daughters, Victoria 
and Patricia. Bernadine Prais, born in June, 1914, is now the wife of 
John Wozniak, who is serving with the armed forces in World War 
II. They have one son, Stanley, born in 1944. 

Victor Prais, deserves much credit for what he has accomplished, 
for he started out in the business world empty handed and has stead- 
ily advanced through his own efforts until he has reached a place of 
affluence, richly meriting this reward of his industry and 
perseverance. 


Dr. SAM SALAN, a physician and surgeon and now owner of the 
City Hospital of Waupaca, has made notable progress in the profes- 
sional field. He was born in Odessa, Russia, May 5, 1898, but has 
spent the greater part of his life on this side of the Atlantic. He is a 
son of Nathan and Sarah (Field) Salan. His father came to the 
United States in 1899 and established a grocery store in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, where he carried on business for many years but in 1938 re- 
tired from business and moved to Waupaca. His death occurred 
March 15, 1945, and his wife has also passed away. Doctor Salan has 
one brother, Dr. Joseph Salan, of New York City, a neurologist. 

In 1907, when nine years of age, Sam Salan accompanied his 
mother and brother Joe to this country to join the father at Fort 
Wayne. There he pursued his education in the public schools until 
he had completed the high school course. After his college training 
at Bloomington, Indiana, he prepared for the medical profession at 
the University of Indiana, which in 1923 conferred on him the M.D. 
degree. His initial experience came to him as interne in the Methodist 
Hospital of Fort Wayne and after serving for a year ‘in that capacity 
he was made resident physician there, thus gaining broad and valuable 
experience that has fitted him for the many duties that have since 
devolved on him. 

The year 1925 chronicled the arrival of Doctor Salan in Waupaca 
to establish practice here, and his progress since that time has been 
continuous and gratifying. He devoted his attention to private prac- 
tice for a number of years. As his surgical practice grew he felt more 
and more the need of a local hospital in which to do his work. In 1938 
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the Spencer home on Lake Street was purchased by Drs. Salan and 
C. W. Andrews and converted into a hospital. When the latter died © 


in 1944 Doctor Salan purchased his interest in the institution, since 
which time he has successfully conducted the institution, which is a 
well equipped hospital, measuring up to all modern requirements of 
this character. The sterilizers, the X-Ray and laboratory equipment 
are all of the latest and the operating room lacks nothing that will 
facilitate the work according to the most modern scientific methods. 


Doctor Salan married Isabel Aurelia Geer, of Sidney, Ohio, a ~ 


daughter of Frank and Aurelia (Power) Geer, both of whom were 
born in Ohio, but her mother died a few days after the daughter’s 
birth. The father’s sister, Mrs. Christabel Conover, and her husband, 
Ben Conover, then reared the motherless little daughter. Mr. Con- 
over died in January, 1945, and his wife has also departed this life. 
Mrs. Salan’s father, Frank Geer, died in 1939. She has one brother, 
Power Geer, who is now serving in the Merchant Marine, also two 
half brothers and a half sister by her mother’s previous marriage: 
Mrs. John Troester, of Sidney, Ohio, and Lewis W. and Albert C. Whit- 
mer, both of Columbus, Ohio. Mrs. Salan studied in the schools of 
Sidney, Ohio, until she completed the high school course and then 
entered the Methodist Hospital at Fort Wayne, Indiana, where she 
was graduated in 1925. In the same year she married and came with 
Doctor Salan to Waupaca, where she is now acting.as superintendent 
of the City Hospital, has charge of the X-Ray and laboratory work 
and is the anaesthetist. Doctor and Mrs. Salan have adopted three 
sons, David, Jerry and Sidney, but the last named, who was born in 
1932, died in 1934. David, who was born March 6, 1930, is attending 
high school, and Jerry, born December 29, 1934, is taking the work of 
the grades in the Waunaca schools. ? 

Doctor Salan was in the Reserve Officers Training Corps when 
the first World War ended and he’ is now a member of the American 
Legion. He also belongs to B’nai B’rith and to the Masonic fraternity. 
His wife is a member of the Eastern Star and the Pythian Sisters, 
likewise has membership in the Garden Club and is a member of the 
Woman’s Club. She is now serving as state chairman of nursing in 
the Wisconsin Federation of Women’s Clubs. 


Harry D. MEYER. Among the energetic, enterprising, far-sighted 
and successful business men of Oshkosh is numbered Harry D. Meyer, 
president and manager of the C. R. Meyer and Sons Company. The 
family name has long been associated with extensive and important 
building operations of a varied character. His grandparents, Henry 
and Caroline Meyer, natives of Germany, came to the United States 
in 1851 and settled in Columbus, Wisconsin, where Henry Meyer 
engaged in business as a mason contractor. His older sons, Herman 
and Charles R., served as Union soldiers in the Civil War and the 
other children of the family were Albert, Amelia and Lena. 

Of this family C. R. Meyer was born in Germany, March 24, 1850, 
and was, therefore, only little more than a year old when his parents 
came to Wisconsin the following year. He attended the public schools 
of Columbus and of Oshkosh, having come to the latter city in 1869. 
It was his desire to take up the contracting business, as had his 
father, and he served as a mason’s apprentice with the firm of Good- 
rich & Bolt. Later he began a contracting business in a small way 
and in order to broaden his opportunities and promote his success he 
qualified as a draftsman and an architect, working along those lines 
for a considerable period. Later, however, he resumed construction 
work, confining his business principally in Oshkosh and Winnebago 
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County, building churches, hospitals and industrial buildings. Among 
some of the many local buildings erected were the Athearn Hotel, 
the West Algoma school, the Merrill school, the Manual Training 
high school, Second ward and Longfellow schools, St. Mary’s parochial 
and St. Peter’s high school, First Congregational Church, the Baptist 
Temple, the Plymouth Congregational Church, Presbyterian Church, 
First Methodist and Algoma Methodist churches, R. McMillen Com- 
pany, Paine Lumber Company, Leach Manufacturing Company and 
Waite Carpet Company. Mr. Meyer married Louisa Schweghusen, 
who was also a native of Germany and had immigrated to Columbus, 
Wisconsin, with her parents. They became the parents of a family 
of nine children, of whom Benjamin, Charles, Edward, Anna, and 
Esther are deceased. The others are George J., Harry D., Ella and 
Louisa. The mother of this family passed from this life in June, 1918, 
and C. R. Meyer’s death occurred in 1934. 

Harry D. Meyer, the fourth son of Mr. and Mrs. C. R. Meyer, 
was born in Oshkosh, August 4, 1885, and at the usual age he became a 
pupil in the public schools, from which he graduated on the com- 
pletion of the high school course in 1905. He then spent a year in a 
business college and subsequently joined his father in construction 
work. Parental authority was not utilized to give him an easy berth. 
He began at the bottom and worked upward through sheer effort, 
thus developing his powers until he was familiar with every phase 
and department of the work, as well as the executive control. 

In 1912 the company was incorporated under the name of C. R. 
Meyer & Sons Company, at which time Harry D. Meyer became 
secretary of the organization. At that time the company was engaged 
in general masonry construction only. When Harry Meyer became 
an executive of the company he promoted the expansion of heavy 
construction building in the following prominent river valleys: the 
Fox, the Wisconsin, the Menominee, the Chippewa and Flambeau 
River valley. The many rivers in the stace produce great water 
power and industrial sites, and the company then began the construc- 
tion of many of the leading power and paper mills, steam plants, 
condensaries, bridges, dams and hydro-electric stations. In addition 
to these were built hospitals, college buildings and beautiful residences. 

Among the hydro-electric stations and dams are the Kimberly 
Clark Hydro station at Kimberly for the Kimberly Clark Paper Com- 
pany of Neenah, Rapid Croche at Wrightstown and Badger Plant at 
Kaukauna for the Green Bay Mississippi Canal Company of Appleton, 
Fox River Paper Company dam at Appleton, Thornapple dam on the 
Flambeau River at Thornapple for the Menasha Paper Company, 
Ladysmith dam for the Menasha Woodenware, Ground Wood Mill 
for the Flambeau Paper Company at Park Falls, Chippewa Reservoir 
dam for the Northern States Power, Tomahawk dam and hydro at 
Tomahawk and Grandfather Falls dam at Merrill, both for the Wis- 
consin Public Service Corporation of Green Bay, Way dam and 
Peavy Falls dam, both on the Michigamme River, for the Wisconsin- 
Michigan Power Company of Appleton, Nicolet Paper dam at DePere, 
dam for the Wisconsin River Pulp & Paper Company at Stevens Point, 
hydro and dam for the Marinette and Menominee Paper Company at 
Marinette, Neenah dam on the Fox River for the Neenah Menasha 
Water Power Company, the upper and lower dams on the Fox River 
at Appleton and the Little Chute dam at Little Chute on the Fox 
iver for the United States Government. Steam plants were built 
for the Rhinelander Paper Company at Rhinelander, John Strange 
Paper Company at Neenah, Munising Paper Company, Fox River 
Paper Company, Neenah Paper, Bergstrom Paper, Gilbert Paper, 
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Whiting Plover Paper Company, Wisconsin Public Service Corpora- 
tion, Kimberly Clark at Kimberly and the Wisconsin-Michigan Power 
at Appleton. 

Some of the bridges of the state are: Wisconsin Rapids Bridge 
at Wisconsin Rapids, Lawe Street Bridge at Kaukauna, Interstate 
Bridge between Marinette and Menominee, Menasha Bridge, Lawe 
Street Bridge at Appleton, and the DePere Bridge, one of the most 
beautiful in the state, approximate length eighteen hundred feet. 

Among the hospitals are listed St. Elizabeth at Appleton, Theda 
Clark Memorial at Neenah and Mercy Hospital at Oshkosh. The 
Lawrence College Chapel and Russell Sage Dormitory at Appleton 
are two of the outstanding college buildings erected by the company. 

The company today is recognized particularly as paper mill spe- 
cialists throughout the State of Wisconsin and the Upper Peninsula 
of northern Michigan. 

Harry D. Meyer is respected as a forceful and resourceful business 
. man, ever alert to opportunities, and the thoroughness with which he 
has formed and executed his plans have brought results that should 
prove inspiring to all who know aught of his business record, his 
organization today being one of the large and profitable enterprises 
of Oshkosh and the Fox River valley. 

On the 2nd of November, 1911, Harry D. Meyer married Hazel 
-Clumpner, a daughter of William D. and Margaret (McCauley) 
Clumpner, of New York. The only child of this marriage is Marjorie 
June, a graduate of the National Park Seminary at Forest Glen, 
Maryland, who is married to Frederick W. Pinkerton. Mrs. Meyer 
belongs to the Century Club. Mr. Meyer is a Mason with membership 
in Lodge No. 27, F. & A. M., Oshkosh Commandery No. 11, K. T., 
Wisconsin Consistory of the Scottish Rite and Tripoli Temple of the 
Shrine. He is also connected with Oshkosh Lodge No. 292 of the 
B. P. O. E., and is a member of the Oshkosh Country Club, the North 
Shore Country Club, the Oshkosh Yacht Club and the Fox River 
Hunting and Fishing Club. He is a member of the Algoma Methodist 
Church, in which he serves as an official. 

Mr. Meyer’s residence is at 830 Algoma Boulevard. He and Mrs. 
Meyer have a charming summer home at Winneconne which will be 
remembered by their many friends for its pleasant associations. Mr. 
Meyer is an enthusiastic fisherman and has enjoyed hunting and 
fishing throughout the United States and Canada. 

The present officers of the C. R. Meyer & Sons Company are: 
Harry D. Meyer as president; A. W. Leupold, vice president; and 
R. W. Kivell, secretary and treasurer. 


ORA R. Rice, D.D.S. In a history of the dental profession in 
Walworth County mention should be made of Dr. Ora R. Rice, who 
for many years was a successful dental practitioner of Delavan. Al- 
though he has retired from that field of service to his fellowmen he is 
yet actively identified with agricultural and stock-raising interests 
and he is now utilizing a considerable portion of his time in connection 
with the war effort. 

Born in Marion, Grant County, Wisconsin, September 16, 1885, 
he is a son of Moors M. and Emma (Ricks) Rice, who are mentioned 
more at length in connection with the record of their son, Dr. Warren 
E. Rice, on another page of this work. Graduated in dentistry from 
Northwestern University in 1907, he was until his retirement from 
active practice about a year or more ago the dean of the profession 
in Delavan, where in 1914 he was joined by his younger brother, Dr. 
Warren E. Rice, in a partnership under the name of Rice & Rice. 
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They were thus associated until Dr. Ora R. Rice withdrew from the 
active work of the profession in 1932, after making valuable contribu- 
tion to service of that character for many years. He is not disasso- 
ciated entirely, however, from active business life, for he owns and 
operates a large farm in Walworth County, on which he specializes 
in raising pure bred dairy cows and fine turkeys. 

On the 5th of July, 1907, Doctor Rice married Mamie Tuffley, and 
his children are Dorothy and Dick, the former born March 29, 1910, 
and the latter September 29, 1917. The daughter, who is a graduate 
of Beloit College and won her Master of Arts degree at Northwestern 
University, is now the wife of Arnold Oehlsen, and they have a son, 
Robert, born in 1941. Dick, a graduate of the Delavan high school, is 
me a technical sergeant in the Medical Corps of the United States 

rmy. 

Doctor Rice is active in war work as chairman of the Speakers .- 
Bureau to promote war loans. He has long been greatly interested 
in politics and all matters of citizenship, has served as alderman of 
Delavan, was mayor of the city for two terms, was on the county 
mediation board for farm loans for nine years and for four terms has 
served in the General Assembly, where he gave unflinching support 
to all measures which he believes would benefit the commonwealth. 
His political integrity is unquestioned and his service has been far- 
reaching and resultant. He has closely studied the questions and 
problems which are related to the public welfare, and his endorse- 
ment of any plan or measure indicates his firm belief in its underlying 
purpose. He has always been actuated by high and honorable princi- 
ples, and is a consistent member of the Congregational church, in- 
which he is serving as a deacon. 


Dr. WARREN E. RICE has engaged in the practice of dentistry for 
thirty-one years, spending twenty-nine years of this period in Dela- 
van, where he located in 1914. A native son of Wisconsin, he was born 
in Boscobel, February 9, 1889. Both his father and his grandfather 
bore the name of Moors Rice. About 1855 the grandfather brought 
his family from the State of New York to Wisconsin, which had been 
granted statehood only a short time before. There was much yet to 
be done in the matter of reclaiming wild land for the purposes of civi- 
lization, and since that early day the Rice family has been prominent 
in Grant County, where they first settled, and in Walworth County, 
with which they have also been long associated. 

Moors M. Rice, the Doctor’s father, was born in New York, August 
5, 1850, and was therefore about five years of age when brought by 
his parents to the Middle West, being the youngest in a family of eight 
children. He was reared in Grant County, early becoming familiar 
with the best methods of tilling the soil, and he made farming his 
life work. He was also a recognized authority on bee culture and 
held office on the state board having to do with apiary interests. As 
an agriculturist he followed the most modern and progressive meth- 
ods, his work constituting an example that others might well follow. 
He continued to reside in Grant County until his death, which oc- 
curred December 29, 1935, when the community lost one of its valued 
and respected citizens. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Emma 
Ricks, was born in Boscobel, Wisconsin, January 9, 18538. She still 
survives her husband and has reached the advanced age of ninety 
years. Her parents were Reuben and Emrancy (Ostrander) Ricks, 
the former a native of England, whence he was brought to the United 
States by his parents when a small boy, the family home being estab- 
lished in Wisconsin, where representatives of the name have aided 
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largely in the upbuilding and advancement of the districts in which 
they have lived. Reuben Ricks also followed farming as his life work, 
but at the time of the Civil War he put aside all business and personal 
considerations and joined the Federal Army in defense of the Union, 
serving with the First Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry. Thus along 
both paternal and maternal lines Doctor Rice is connected with 
pioneer families of this state. He is the youngest of the six children 
who were born to Moors M. and Emma (Ricks) Rice, the others being 
Leta, the Rev. A. R. Rice, George W., Harry M., who died in 19386, 
and Dr. Ora, who was for many years a dentist of Delavan and is now 
living retired, still making his home in Delavan. 

Dr. Warren E. Rice was a public school pupil in Boscobel from 
the time he entered the primary grade until just before entering the 
eighth grade, when he became a pupil in a rural school in Marion 
township, the proverbially known “‘little red schoolhouse.” Afterward 
he completed the high school course in Boscobel. He made preparation 
for the profession of dentistry in Northwestern University, gaining 
his D.D.S. degree in 1912 and, returned to his native city, where he 
remained for two years. He then in 1914 came to Delavan to join his 
brother Ora, who was then well established as a practicing dentist 
here. The partnership between the two brothers was maintained 
until 1982, when Dr. Ora A. Rice retired, since which time Dr. War- 
ren E. Rice has continued practice in the same office. He has all 
modern equipment and facilities for carrying on his work and is con- 
versant with the latest and most approved methods of dentistry. He 
is skillful in mechanical manipulation, his efforts being directed by 
sound technical judgment. During many years he has been interested 
in bee culture, as was his father, and has an excellent apiary. 

The Doctor belongs to the Rock County Dental Society, the Wis- 
consin State Dental Society and the American Dental Association, 
while fraternally he is connected with Masonry as a thirty-second 
degree member, and religiously with the Congregational church, all 
of which indicates the high standards of his interests aside from his 
chosen calling. His home life brings the steadying influence of peace 
from business cares. He was married in 1912 to Miss Leta Scott, of 
Boscobel, and their children are Vivian and Marian, both graduates 
of the Delavan high school and of Carroll College of Waukesha. The 
former is now the wife of Bruce Brown, of Milwaukee, and the latter 
is now the wife of George Hoadley, of Wauwatosa, Wisconsin. 


EMIL A. BELKE, coming to America when a youth of sixteen years, 
has since been dependent upon his own exertions for a livelihood, 
and the success which he has garnered is the direct reward of his 
industry, economy and careful management. He is now at the head of 
the Belke Lumber & Manufacturing Company, with factory at 247 
North Second Street in Stevens Point. He was born February 16, 
1874, in what is now the Polish Corridor, a son of Gustav and Mary 
(Klesezinski) Belke, both of whom were natives of German Poland. 
They came to the United States with their family in 1890 and settled 
at Stevens Point, where the father worked as a laborer and became 
well known as a respected citizen. He had wide military experience, 
having fought in both the French and Austrian wars. His wife 
died in 1909, at the age of sixty years. They were the parents of 
seven children, all of whom were born in the old country and five 
of them died in their native land, while a daughter, Olga, passed 
away after reaching the new world. 

‘mil A. Belke, who is the only survivor of the family, received 
his school training entirely in German Poland, although after reach- 
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ing this country he attended a business college for a brief time. He 
had reached the age of sixteen when he accompanied his parents and 
his sister to America, and from that time forward he has depended 
entirely upon his own labors for his support. He first worked as a 
section foreman on the railroad, and afterward was employed in a 
sawmill. He had learned the wagonmaking trade in the old country 
and later he was employed as a laborer and then was an eeraticed 
carpenter and cabinet maker. After following these different trades 
for a number of years he determined to engage in business on his own 
account and opened a small shop in 1916 for the purpose of manu- 
facturing sash, doors, blinds and other finished woodwork. As the 
years went by he developed the business into a substantial enter- 
prise and today he is one of the successful representatives of indus- 
trialism in Stevens Point. His factory, which has been steadily 
expanded, is now seventy-five by one hundred and by three hundred 
feet and the business now includes the retailing of lumber, hardware, 
roofing, paints, glass and building materials, and he takes special 
orders for the manufacture of all mill work for the building trades. 

Mr. Belke married Julia Borski, of Stevens Point, who was born 
in German Poland, where her parents died when she was a small 
child. Mr. and Mrs. Belke have become the parents of two sons. The 
elder, Edmund Belke, was born November 138, 1914, and was edu- 
cated in the parochial school of St. Peter’s Church, where he took 
the work of the grades and the high school, after which he joined his 
father and has since been associated with him in the conduct of the 
business. He married Jean Jazdewski, of Stevens Point, and they 
have five children—Mary, Edmund, James, Patricia and Elizabeth. 
Erick B. Belke, the younger son, a first lieutenant, is now an instruc- 
tor in aviation in connection with the armed forces and is stationed 
in this country. Mr. Belke and all of his family are members of St. 
Peter’s Catholic Church and he is also identified with the Polish 
Alliance Society. He has never had occasion to regret his immigration 
to the new world, for he has here found the opportunities which he 
sought and in their utilization has gained the success toward which 
his laudable ambition pointed the way. Mr. Emil. A. Belke’s hobby 
is music. He has played the base horn for fifty years and has been 
for many years a member of the Stevens Point Band. 


CARL KE. DIETZE, certified public accountant and attorney-at-law 
of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, was born at Wausau, Marathon County, 
Wisconsin, on December 20, 1886, a son of Max M. and Alvina Dietze, 
both deceased. The father, M. M. Dietze, was a native of Germany, 
coming to Wisconsin in young manhood, and was engaged in the 
painting and interior decorating business, his handicraft having been 
seen on many of the churches, public buildings and leading homes in 
and around Wausau. Mrs. Dietze was born at Mayville, Dodge County, 
Wisconsin, a daughter of Dietrich and Johanna Puls, who came to 
Wisconsin in 1848 from Germany. Dietrich Puls took an active part 
in the upbuilding and development of the section in and around May- 
ville. He was engaged in the operation of a hotel, the American 
House, a livery stable, several farms, and owned and operated stage 
coaches running from Mayville to Iron Ridge, Fond du Lac and 
3eaver Dam before the building of the railroads. He was known for 
his civic and charitable activities. Mrs. Dietze was interested in 
theatricals during her earlier life, and in music and her clubs up to 
the time of her death in 1924. 

Carl E. Dietze received his early schooling at Wausau and May- 
ville, Wisconsin, graduating from the Mayville high school in 1906. 
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From the age of ten he busied himself with selling newspapers and 
numerous other jobs, the proceeds of which were used to help support 
the home. His first job out of high school was with the Chicago, 
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Company at the West Milwaukee 
shops, where he worked as a clerk and then as a machinist helper 
until July 1, 1907, when he left on a trip through the West, working 
in Bozeman, Montana, and at Seattle and Tacoma, Washington. Due 
to the continued 1907 depression on the coast he returned to Mayville 
in July, 1908, and worked for the Northwestern Iron Company as 
time-keeper, and then with the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Rail- 
road Company as billing clerk until October, 1909, when he entered 
the University of Wisconsin and from which he graduated from the 
course in commerce in 1913 and from the law school in 1915. 

While at the University he was interested in school activities, 
being class president in his sophomore year, a member of the Stu- 
dents’ Conference, Athletic Board, chairman, Intra-Mural Sports 
. Committee, University orchestra, winner of the “W” in baseball, 
Hesperian Debating Society, chairman of the finance committee, and 
director in the Y. M. C. A., and instructor in accounting in 1918-1915. 

e served as bookkeeper in the Wisconsin State Senate in the 
regular 1915 and 1917 sessions and the special 1916 session. He 
began practicing law in Mayville in September, 1915, and continued 
until August, 1917. In 1916 he was a candidate for the office of 
district attorney for Dodge County, losing the election, however, by 
a narrow margin. In August, 1917, he entered the service of the 
Federal Government, first as a cost accountant for the Federal Trades 
Commission during the war, then with the War department as claim 
adjuster, and then with the Treasury department as an income tax 
auditor until December 31, 1919. In January, 1920, he opened an 
office in Milwaukee for the practice of accounting and law, specializ- 
ing in the income tax practice, with which he has been active during 
the past twenty-five years. 

In addition to an active professional practice he has been busy 
in many outside activities, including offices and directorships in 
various corporations. He has held offices in various professional or- 
ganizations, including the presidency of the Milwaukee Society of 
Accountants, the Wisconsin Society of Certified Public Accountants 
and as a director, treasurer and vice president of the American So- 
ciety of Certified Public Accountants. He is at present a member 
of the Council of the American Institute of Accountants, secretary 
and treasurer of the Phi Alpha Delta Building Corporation, vice 
president of the Milwaukee “W” Club, a director of the Wisconsin 
Alumni Club of Milwaukee and president of the North Hills Country 
Club. In addition to the above named clubs and organizations he is 
a member of the Mayville Golf Club, American Arbitration Society, 
Milwaukee City Club, Beta Gamma Sigma, honorary commerce 
scholastic fraternity, the Milwaukee Bar, the Wisconsin Bar and the 
American Bar associations, is a Mason, and a member of Kilbourn 
Council, Milwaukee. 

Mr. Dietze’s hobbies since locating in Milwaukee have been base- 
ball, walking, traveling, and for the past fifteen years, golf, in which 
sport he has possibly played on more golf courses than any other Wis- 
consin golfer, having played on over three hundred courses and in 
1941 playing on one hundred and eleven different golf courses. He 
has been a participant in many golf tournaments, primarily for the 
love of the game and the associations formed rather than for the 
honors to be earned, although his offices bear numerous evidences of 
by-gone victories. He has played golf in forty states and Canada and 
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Mexico. In addition to golf he has been a great convention-goer, not 
having missed a National Accountants meeting in the last twenty- 
three years. He has attended all State Bar meetings during the past 
eighteen years, and in addition has attended numerous other con- 
ventions. 


BALDWIN C. MEYER is the president of the Edw. H. Meyer Con- 
struction Company of Oshkosh and comes of a family that has long 
and prominently been associated with building operations in Wis- 
consin and the Middle West. His father, Edward H. Meyer, was the 
founder of the company which bears his name but at an earlier date 
his grandfather, C. R. Meyer, had become a leading factor in con- 
struction work, erecting many of the churches, schools, business 
buildings and public projects of the state. He was born in Germany, 
as was his wife, Louisa (Schweghusen) Meyer, and both were brought 
to the United States by their respective parents in early childhood, 
the two families settling at Columbus, Wisconsin, where they were 
reared and educated, although for many years they made their home 
in Oshkosh, where C. R. Meyer headed the C. R. Meyer & Sons-Com- 
pany, which more and more specialized in heavy industrial building. 

Edward H. Meyer studied in the Sixth ward, now the Jefferson, 
school of Oshkosh but early desired to enter business life and when 
but fourteen years of age left school to become an employe of the 
Conlee Lumber Company, with which he remained for a year, re- 
ceiving a wage of two dollars per week, working ten hours per day. 
He then went with the Paine Lumber Company in their sash and door 
factory for two years and his salary was raised from fifty cents a 
day to eight dollars per week, for those were the days when wages 
were uniformly low in every line of business. When seventeen years 
of age he went to work for E. EK. Stevens as an apprentice mason 
and followed the trade for seventeen years, spending the last fifteen 
years of that period with the firm of Meyer & Domke, during which 
time he acted as foreman on some of their construction work. His 
grandfather was the senior partner in that firm, which dissolved in 
1908, followed by the organization of the firm of C. R. Meyer & Son. 
From that time forward Edward H. Meyer was closely connected 
with building operations in Oshkosh and other sections of the state, 
and always sustained the high reputation of the family in superior | 
workmanship, enterprise and reliability. In 1939 he withdrew from 
the original company to form the Edw. H. Meyer Construction Com- 
pany, of which his son became a partner, business being still carried 
on under that name. 

On the 7th of October, 1896, Edward H. Meyer married Clara 
Louise Hoeft, of Oshkosh, a daughter of Christian and Sophie (Boldt) 
Hoeft. They had a family of five children, four daughters and a son, 
as follows: Viola, who was graduated from the nurses’ school of 
Marquette University and is now the wife of William Kohl and the 
mother of two sons, William Jr. and Richard; Verna, who was the 
wife of Edwin A. Harwood and the mother of a daughter, Mary 
Louise, died in December, 1987; Bernice, a graduate of the Oshkosh 
Teachers College and the Chicago University, engaged in educational 
work at Antigo high school and is now the wife of Glenn Jorgensen 
and the mother of a daughter, Sue Ann; Baldwin; and Virginia, who 
also completed a course in the Teachers College and is now the wife 
of John Hewitt Jr. of Neenah and mother of one son, John III. The 
mother, Mrs. Clara L. Meyer, died May 15, 1930, while Mr. Meyer 
passed away September 28, 1942, and in their passing Oshkosh lost 
two of its most valued and respected residents. They were active and 
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helpful members of the First Methodist Church and she also belonged 
to the Century Club. Mr. Meyer served as a trustee of his church and 
was also prominent in Masonic circles, belonging to the lodge, in which 
he served as worshipful master in 1911. He was also a past high 
priest of Tyrian Chapter No. 15, R. A. M., and belonged to Oshkosh 
Commandery No. 11, K. T.; Wisconsin Consistory of the Scottish Rite 
and Tripoli Temple, A. A. O. N. M. 8., of Milwaukee. He always 
loyally followed the teachings and high purposes of the order and he 
likewise had membership with the Elks and the Eagles, in the Rotary 
Club, the Miiwaukee Athletic Club, the Oshkosh Yacht, the North 
Shore and the Shrine clubs, and of the last named he served as presi- 
dent. In addition to his other activities he was a director of the 
‘“ Oshkosh Industrial Company. He enjoyed hunting and fishing when 
leisure permitted but was a most active and energetic business man 
and occupied a high place in both industrial and social circles of the 
city. 

Baldwin Meyer was born and reared in the city which is still his 
home and after completing a course in the high school here he at- 
tended Ripon College, where he specialized in engineering. In 1929 
he joined the C. R. Meyer organization, which had been founded by 
his grandfather, and was associated with the company until May 2, 
1939, witen he joined his father in forming the Edw. H. Meyer Con- 
struction Company, with offices at 75 Main Street. They specialized 
in heavy industrial building and their experience and capability soon 
secured for them an extensive patronage, which has made the busi- 
ness one of the profitable enterprises of the city. Following his fa- 
ther’s death in September, 1942, Baldwin Meyer succeeded to the 
presidency of the company and has since directed its affairs, which 
include the recent construction of the airfield at Vichy, Missouri, and 
the one at Stuttgart, Arkansas. The company also built three large 
hemp mills in Wisconsin for the Defense Plant Corporation; the 
new finishing building and office building of the Badger Paper Com- 
pany at Peshtigo, Wisconsin; an addition for the Leach Manufacturing 
Company at Oshkosh; the new city garage at Oshkosh, and many other 
important structures. Their major projects at the present time are 
the creamery for Swift & Company at Parsons, Kansas; the pumping 
station, etc., for the city of Eau Claire, Wisconsin, and the new ware- 
house for Libby, McNeil and Libby Company at Hartford, Wisconsin. 

Mr. Meyer has membership in the Congregational church, the 
Rotary Club and belongs to the Elks lodge. He married Jane Carroll, 
of Oshkosh, a daughter of Marue Carroll, a prominent insurance man 
of this city. Mrs. Meyer is a graduate of the Ward Belmont School 
of Nashville, Tennessee. Their children are Charles, born February 
11, 1941, and William, born April 8, 1942. The parents occupy an 
enviable position in Oshkosh, belonging to families long prominent 
here, and Baldwin Meyer upholds the high family traditions in rela- 
tion to business affairs. 


RALPH G. KLIEFORTH is the president and treasurer of the Uni- 
versal Motor Company, and as such his activities have become an es- 
sential factor in industrial development. For the second time his 
company is contributing to the needs of the Government in war 
effort, and in days of peace it has reached a place of world lead- 
ership in that it is the world’s largest builders of one hundred per 
cent marine motors. Mr. Klieforth has been identified with this en- 
terprise since 1932 and has been its chief executive officer since 1935. 
Born in Mayville, Wisconsin, April 2, 1901, he is a son of William T. 
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and Caroline (Buchen) Klieforth. The father was engaged in the 
real estate business, but both he and his wife are now deceased, as is 
one of their family of ten children, of whom Ralph G. is the youngest. 

In the public schools of Mayville and Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, 
Ralph G. Klieforth pursued his early education, which he supple- 
mented by study in the University of Wisconsin, where he received the 
degree of Bachelor of Science in 1925. He also pursued a special 
course in advertising in Chicago. In 1932 he was made acting man- 
ager of the Universal Motor Company and afterward was elected to 
the dual position of president and treasurer, in which official positions 
he has continued for eight years, directing the interests of this steadily 
developing concern. 

The Universal Motor Company was founded in 1898 by E. H. 
Fahrney, who built and patented the first real marine motor. In 
the continuous forty-five year period constant advancement has been 
made through inventive genius, through manufacturing methods and 
through the promotion of trade connections. Up to 1912 few except 
heavy duty, slow-speed marine motors were in use. The automobile 
was rapidly coming into popular favor, using smaller and speedier 
motors, but these proved inadequate for marine use. It was about 
this time that the Universal Motor Company developed and placed 
on the market a small four cylinder motor for marine use, and in 1913 
began their more extensive manufacture. In time this became the 
most famous and largest selling four cylinder marine motor in the 
world and a oe so today, although various improvements have 
been made as the years have gone by. 

When the United States entered the first World War the Universal 
Motor Company was one of the few companies manufacturing small, 
engine-driven lighting plants. These met a Government need and 
brought the company orders for two thousand of these units ere the 
war ended. 

Annually there was an increasing demand for marine motors and 
lighting plants and thus the business steadily developed. There have 
been no spectacular phases in its history, but a steady progression 
hus gained for the company world leadership in its particular field. 
the growth of the business being indicated in the fact that three 
additions were made to the Ceape Street plant, and when these proved 
insufficient to meet the demands of the trade the present modern 
plant was built on Harrison Street in 1927, the factory now containing 
66,000 square feet of floor space, while the equipment is the latest in 
their line and employment is furnished to approximately two hundred 
and fifty people. The production methods, together with the latest 
precision machinery for all manufactured lines, have led to the de- 
velopment that has given the Universal Motor Company first ranking 
position in its field. The output has been exported to almost every 
civilized nation on the face of the globe, this continuing until World 
War II. Lighter than air ships of the United States Navy have used 
their lighting plants and the Universal marine motor furnished aux- 
iliary power in Admiral Richard E. Byrd’s expedition cruiser on his 
first South Polar expedition. Their products have also figured in 
connection with other events that have made American history, and 
today the first motor ever manufactured by the company can be seen 
prominently displayed in the Museum of Science and Industry in 
Chicago side by side with one of their latest construction—the Uni- 
versal Blue Jacket Four, which has been accepted by the Society of 
Automotive Engineers as the most modern and advanced internal 
combustion engine of its type. For eleven years Mr. Klieforth has 
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given most undivided attention to the development and improvement 
of the business and he may well be proud of the rating and the achieve- 
ments of the company. 

Of the National Association of Boat and Engine Builders Mr. 
Klieforth is now serving as a director, and he has manifested an 
active and helpful interest in many civic projects, being a trustee of 
Ripon College, a member of the board of directors of the Boy Scouts 
and Campfire Girls and a Rotarian. He is identified with nearly all 
of the important yacht clubs and naturally he has great interest and 
enjoyment in boating. He belongs to the Elks Lodge, to St. Peter’s 
Catholic Church and to the Knights of Columbus. 

Mr. Klieforth married Helen Gaffney, of Milwaukee, who is a 
graduate of the University of Wisconsin. Her parents are James 
and Loretta (Connolly) Gaffney. Mr. and Mrs. Klieforth have four 
children: Helen, born June 19, 1929; Ann Marie, born April 3, 1934; 
Mary, born June 18, 1935; and Ralph G. Jr., born November 30, 1940. 


HERMAN J. GLINSKI has the distinction of being the youngest 
postmaster in the United States in charge of a postoffice of the first 
class. He served at Stevens Point, having been appointed to the posi- 
tion in 1941, and he is also a recognized leader in Democratic political 
circles in Portage County. While still a young man he has already at- 
tained an outstanding position, and his friends do not hesitate to 
predict fox. him rapid advaucement in the future. 

Mr. Glinski was born in Stevens Point, March 29, 1916, and is of 
Polish descent. His grandfather, Frank Glinski, married a Miss Kon- 
kel, and they left their native Poland to cross the Atlantic and estab- 
lish their home in Wisconsin, where they settled in pioneer times. 
Their son, John G. Glinski, was cashier of the Citizens National Bank 
of Stevens Point for a number of years, filling that position at the 
time of his death, which occurred in 1930. He married Emily Marchel, 
and Herman J. Glinski was their only child, the mother dying sev- 
eral months after his birth. 

Herman J. Glinski was accorded liberal educational advantages. 
After attending a parochial school he continued his ‘studies in the 
Stevens Point high school and later attended the Central State Teach- 
ers College here and St. Nazianz College at St. Nazianz, a town in 
Wisconsin. He was also for a time a student in St. John’s University 
at St. Cloud, Minnesota, and during his student days he made a most 
creditable record, winning the highest honors in his class on a num- 
ber of occasions, while various scholarships were accorded him and 
he received recognition from the National Society of American Au- 
thors and Publishers for his excellent work as an essayist. At length 
he decided to study law and entered Marquette University at Mil- 
waukee, which conferred on him the Bachelor of Laws degree at his 
graduation with the class of 1940. 

Mr. Glinski then returned to Stevens Point and began practicing 
his profession, in which he continued until March 1, 1941, when Presi- 
dent F. D. Roosevelt appointed him postmaster, which position he 
filled in a most competent and acceptable manner. During his term 
the work of the office was carried on with promptness, dispatch and 
accuracy. This is a first-class office, giving employment to thirty-five 
people. He also filled the position of district supervisor of the Na- 
tional Association of Postmasters. 

Mr. Glinski married Ethel Shippy, daughter of Frank F. and Lil- 
lian (Sobush) Shippy, and they have two children: James, who was 
born May 8, 1941, and Ethel Ann, who was born February 16, 1943. 
Mr. Glinski is a member of St. Peter’s Catholic Church and he be- 
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longs to the St. John’s Court of the Catholic Order of Foresters, to the 
Elks lodge, the Fraternal Order of Eagles and the American Feder- 
ation of Labor. His college fraternity is Delta, Theta Phi, and along 
professional lines he is connected with the Portage County Bar As- 
sociation and the State Bar Association. That a spirit of helpfulness 
toward his fellowmen constitutes a part of his makeup is indicated 
in the fact that he is now serving as county chairman of the Na- 
tional Foundation for Infantile Paralysis. His political allegiance has 
always been given to the Democratic party since age conferred on 
him the right of franchise, and he has always been an earnest party 
worker, serving at the present time as chairman of the Democratic 
county committee, and his opinions carry weight in party councils 
in this section of the state. He is a man of strong purpose and laud- 
able ambition, guided by sound judgment, and his course has always 
been a progressive one that has contributed to the welfare of the 
community as well as to his own advancement. 

Mr. Glinski is now in the navy, stationed at Chicago, mailman, 
third class, Fleet post office. He was appointed district attorney Jan- 
uary 1, 1945, and carried on in that office until February 15, when he 
entered the service. 


Dr. GEORGE V. LYNCH. In the field of surgery Dr. George V. 
Lynch, of Oshkosh, has won distinction, for his careful preparation 
and wide experience have won for him an outstanding place in con- 
nection with his chosen calling, while at all times he has recognized 
and fully met the grave responsibilities that have devolved upon him. 

Doctor Lynch was born November 18, 1886, on his father’s farm 
at Winona, Minnesota, his parents being Thomas and Elizabeth 
(Downey) Lynch. The father, a native of Ireland, came to the 
United States in 1857 and settled on the farm, to the cultivation and 
improvement of which he devoted his remaining days. He married 
Elizabeth Downey, who was born in Chicago, a daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. James Downey, who also came from Ireland to the new world. 
Mrs. Downey was born and reared on the Emerald Isle and was 
graduated from a college there. On crossing the Atlantic Mr. and 
Mrs. Downey made their way at once to Chicago and settled in one 
of the suburbs of that city. Their daughter, Mrs. Lynch, lived to the 
age of eighty-three years, while Thomas Lynch reached the advanced 
age of eighty-five. They were the parents of nine children, seven 
sons and two daughters. One of the sons, J. L. Lynch, and a daugh- 
ter, Elizabeth Lynch, as well as George V., became physicians, but 
the first two are now deceased. 

Doctor Lynch of this review began his education in the little red 
schoolhouse near the home farm and later continued his education 
as a student in high school at Winona, Minnesota. Eventually he 
entered the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, where he re- 
ceived his Bachelor of Science degree, and subsequently he enrolled 
as a medical student in the University of Minnesota, where he gained 
his professional degree as a graduate of the class of 1916. 

The following year Doctor Lynch enlisted and served in_ the 
Medical Corps during the first World War, being on duty at Fort 
Oglethorpe, Camp Lee, Virginia, and at Fort McHenry in Baltimore, 
Maryland. He received his discharge following the signing of the 
Armistice, after which he took postgraduate work at the Mayo 
Clinic at Rochester, Minnesota, and there received his degree in 
surgery. In 1922 he came to Oshkosh to begin private practice and 
has here remained for more than twenty-one years, concentrating 
his attention upon surgery, in which field he has gained much more 
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than local prominence. He is most skillful in the use of the delicate 
instruments used in his work and his ability is widely recognized by 
the profession as well as by the general public. He belongs to the 
Winnebago County and Wisconsin State Medical societies, is a 
member of the American Medical Association and is a fellow of the 
American College of Surgeons, also a member of residents and ex- 
residents of Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minnesota, his connection there- 
with enabling him to keep abreast of the most advanced work in the 
field of surgery. 

Doctor Lynch married Hazel Chestnut, of Minnesota, a daughter 
of Charles and Josephine (Perrizo) Chestnut, the mother of French 
descent, while the father was descended from Scotch and Irish an- 
cestry. Mrs. Lynch is a graduate of the high school of Winnebago, 
Minnesota, and spent one year as a student in the Minnesota Normal 
and two years in the Bethlehem Academy at Fairville, Minnesota. 
She is also a graduate nurse, having received her training in the 
‘City Hospital of Minneapolis, after which she became surgical nurse 
at the Mayo Clinic and she also served in the first World War, giving 
her professional aid to her country. Both of her parents are still 
living. Doctor and Mrs. Lynch have a family of five children: Eliza- 
beth, who was born October 9, 1922, and who graduated from St. 
Mary’s School of Nursing, Rochester, Minnesota, is now serving 
with army; William Robert, who was born July 19, 1924, and is a 
graduate of the Campion high school at Prairie du Chein, Wisconsin, 
and served with the Marines in World War II; Patricia, who was 
born September 6, 1926, is now attending college, being in her 
second year at Trinity, Washington, D. C.; Mary Joe, born May 29, 
1927, is a sthdent in the high school at Oshkosh; and George V. Jr., 
born August 20, 1928, is also in high school. Both Doctor and Mrs. 
Lynch are communicants of St. Peter’s Catholic Church and he 
belongs to the Knights of Columbus and to the Catholic Knights of 
Wisconsin. 


ELMER S. BYERS, owner and editor of the Marion Advertiser, a 
paper which has been published without interruption at Marion, Wau- 
paca County, for fifty years, was born in the town of Mukira January 
10, 1881, a son of Robert B. and Matilda (Smiley) Byers, who had a 
family of six children, Elmer 8. being the third in order of birth. 
While spending his youthful days on his father’s farm he attended 
the district school nearby and after starting out in the business world 
he secured his first good job with a telephone company in New Jersey. 
In 1901 he was recalled to Waupaca County to enter upon connection 
with the Marion Advertiser, with which he has now been associated 
for more than forty-three years. This paper, which has been in 
existence for more than a half century, was started by his uncle, S. L. 
Perry, on the Ist of April, 1895, and has always been published as a 
weekly. It is an eight page paper, abreast with the times in purpose 
and in the presentation of the news, covering a goodly section of the 
rural community in this section of the county. The office is well 
equipped and Mr. Byers thoroughly understands the requirements of 
modern newspaper publication, so that the paper seems like the 
arrival of a friend on a weekly visit, discussing all the matters of 
local interest as well as events of state and nation-wide importance. 
His aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs. 8S. L. Perry, had a family of five 
sons, four of whom died young, and when the remaining son passed 
away at the age of twenty-one years they asked their nephew, Mr. 
Byers, to come and take his place in their home and hearts and also 
in the business, to which request he at once responded. He thus 
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learned the newspaper business in all the phases of news gathering 
as well as mechanical production, and when his uncle died, in 1912, 
he and his aunt took over the business which they conducted until her 
demise in 1931, when the paper passed into possession of Mr. Byers, 
who has since been owner and editor of the Advertiser. 

Always interested in the public welfare, Mr. Byers advocates all 
progressive movements both through the columns of his paper and 
through personal effort, and he has served as village supervisor, bank 
president and postmaster of his home town. His religious faith is 
that of the Methodist church, in which he has membership. Through 
his ancestral lines he is of Canadian and Irish descent, for his pa- 
ternal grandparents were Mr. and Mrs. William Byers, wo lived in 
Canada, where their son Robert B., father of Elmer Byers, was born. 
His maternal grandfather was James Smiley, who came from Ireland 
and settled in Waupaca County, town of Mukira, in the early period 
of the development of this section of the state, serving as the first 
county clerk of Waupaca County. 

Elmer Byers married Luella De Vaud, of Marion, a daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Francis De Vaud, her father having been the first white 
child born at Dupont, Wisconsin. Before this country entered into 
the second World War Mrs. Byers learned to operate the linotype 
machine in the printing office and is now of the greatest assistance 
to her husband in these days of scarcity of help, so that she and her 
husband now carry on the business alone. They are the parents of 
a son and two daughters: Francis, born June 30, 1920, is a graduate 
of the Marion high school and of the University of Wisconsin. He 
was sent to Columbia University of New York for his military train- 
ing and is now a lieutenant in the United States Navy on duty in 
the Pacific waters; Jean, born May 26, 1921, is the wife of Fred 
Weber Jr., and is at present a resident of Philadelphia, where her 
husband, a Marine, is located; and Mary Ann, born July 22, 1922, 
is employed in an office in Clintonville and resides at home. 


WILLIAM VINSON KIDDER, whose activities covered a wide scope, 
touching the general interests of society in many ways, left his im- 
press upon the political history of La Crosse, upon the development 
of the publishing business and also upon the business life of his section 
of the state, both as an inventor and manufacturer. He never feared 
to venture where favoring opportunity pointed the way and his de- 
termination carried him steadily forward. As president of the Pyroil 
Company his name was known from coast to coast. 

A native of Urbana, Ohio, Mr. Kidder was born August 10, 1881, 
a son of George W. and Hanah Susan (Vinsonheller) Kidder. The 
father was born in Mechanicsburg, Ohio, and for many years was a lay 
preacher of the old school. After his removal to Wisconsin he was 
identified with the work of the Young Men’s Christian Association at 
La Crosse, Kaukauna and Appleton. William Vinson Kidder was four 
years of age when his parents left Ohio and came to La Crosse. His 
mother was born in Winchester, Virginia, and belonged to one of the 
old families of the South. Both the father and mother were deeply 
interested in the educational progress of their son and after attending 
the La Crosse schools he became a student in Lawrence College at 
Appleton, but the necessity of contributing to the support of the family 
caused him early to take jobs that would bring him an income. [Ie en- 
tered publishing circles when nineteen years of age, becoming a re- 
porter on the La Crosse Morning Chronicle, with which he was con- 
nected until it went out of business, when he joined the forces of the 
La Crosse Tribune as one of three owners and of which he eventually 
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became editor. After the Lee Newspaper Syndicate took over the 
Tribune in 1907 he continued as managing editor for five years. 

In the meantime, about 1910, Mr. Kidder had established a maga- 
zine devoted to the gasoline launch industry, called the Open Exhaust. 
At first he gave to it only a part of his time and attention but the 
circulation increased rapidly and by 1912 it was necessary that he 
concentrate all of his effort upon the magazine. He was always 
enthusiastic concerning motor craft and had mechanical skill that 
enabled him to thoroughly understand the working of the boats, 
while his ability in journalism enabled him to write in a most instruc- 
tive and entertaining m: nner the articles that claimed the attention 
of boat owners and manufacturers. He became associated with A. W. 
Zeratsky in developing a carburetor attachment for use on the old 
Model T Fords that gave a greatly increased mileage. When the 
Model T went out of production he turned his attention to other fields. 
In connection with Mr. Zeratsky he organized the Motor Inventions 
Company in 1920 to manufacture and distribute the Ford attachment 
and others of his inventicns. Entering the field of lubrication, his 
experiments resulted in tht production of a super lubricant for auto- 
mobiles, which he patented under the name of Pyroil in the United 
States, Canada and a number of foreign countries. He was the 
executive head and sole owner of the Pyroil Company and his product 
became widely known and was used extensively in America and other 
lands. 

With various other business interests of La Crosse Mr. Kidder was 
closely and helpfully associated and he carried forward to successful 
completion whatever he undertook. For ten years he was the secretary 
of the Missisippi Valley Power Boat Association and served on its rac- 
ing committee. He always owned a fine motor boat on the river and 
gained much of his recreation from his boat trips. He was also a 
great lover of‘music and displayed marked talent as a pianist and was 
well known as a composer of piano music and songs. From early man- 
hood he was keenly interested in politics and was a stanch supporter 
of the senior La Follette, to whom he was pledged when La Follette 
was made a presidential elector in 1924. Four years later he was a 
delegate to the Republican national convention that nominated Herbert 
Hoover and his influence was strongly felt in political circles. He died 
very suddenly April 5, 1984, when about fifty-three years of age, and 
La Crosse mourned the loss of one of her most oucstanding and valued 
citizens, who all his life utilized constructive measures that not only 
led to the upbuilding of his own fortunes but also to the welfare of 
city and state along many lines. 

On the 8th of September, 1909, Mr. Kidder had married Dean 
Ladd, a daughter of Robert A. and Cora A. (Rublee) Ladd and a 
granddaughter of M. B. and Cleora (Dean) Ladd, who came from 
Moncton, Vermont, and were early pioneers of Wisconsin, the grand- 
father becoming a prosperous merchant of La Crosse. Mrs. Kidder’s 
grandfather on the maternal side was Francis A. Rublee, who was a 
carpenter by trade and who was also a skilled violinist. Robert A. 
Ladd was sheriff of La Crosse County for many years. To him and 
his wife were born two daughters, Mrs. Kidder and Bay, the latter 
who became the wife of Emil Fleischer, of La Crosse. Mrs. Kidder at- 
tended the grade and high schools of La Crosse and she is now giving 
some attention to the extensive business left by her husband. She 
presides most graciously over her beautiful home and is a lady of 
charming personality whose circle of friends is almost coextensive 
with the circle of her acquaintance, 
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FRED W. GENRICH, a native of Germany, was only eight years 
of age when brought to this country, and when he was a youth of 
fourteen his ambition to make the most of his opportunities and gain 
for himself a creditable place in professional circles was thoroughly 
aroused, since which time his course has been one of steady advance- 
ment and successful achievement. His natal day was August 9, 1872, 
his parents being Fred W. and Wilhelmina Genrich, who in 1880 left 
their native land and brought their family to the new world, settling 
first in the town of Berlin, Marathon County, Wisconsin, but soon 
afterward removing to Wausau. 

Here Fred W. Genrich, whose name introduces this record, has 
since made his home. He was fourteen years of age when he entered 
the law office of Neal Brown. In the meantime he had acquired a 
speaking knowledge of the English language, and from his employer 
he received the encouragement that aroused his ambition and made 
him resolve that by day and night study and whenever opportunity 
offered he would master the English language, gain an education 
and would qualify for the bar. He never wavered in this resolution, 
and in due course of time successfully passed the required examina- 
tion and was admitted to practice law in the fall of 1899. Immedi- 
ately afterward he became a member of the firm of Brown, Pradt & 
Genrich, which existed for twenty years and was accorded a very 
liberal patronage whereby they were connected with much impor- 
tant litigation. That firm was succeeded by the firm of Genrich & 
Genrich, who have continued with a very liberal patronage. They are 
continuing to represent the public utility, the Wisconsin Valley Im- 
provement Company, having charge of the regulation of the flow 
of water in the Wisconsin River and its tributaries; the railroad 
utilities, and many private corporations, their practice extending be- 
yond the boundaries of the state and frequently requiring them to 
appear in the capital of the nation before the various regulatory 
bodies and courts, as. well as in the courts in other states. 

Through the analytical trend of his mind, his close application and 
his thorough preparation of his cases Mr. Genrich won many notable 
verdicts that soon gained him recognition as one of the ablest lawyers 
in his section of the state, and he has ever been most loyal to the 
highest ethical standards of the profession. 

Interested in politics from his early manhood and making a close 
study of the intricate problems of government and of official control 
thereof, he became a leader in Democratic circles in this part of the 
state. He was elected on the party ticket to the office of city council- 
man of Wausau, and from 1896 until 1899 filled the office of super- 
visor, while from 1900 until 1904 he made a most creditable record 
as district attorney. During that time he also served as a member of 
the board of water commissioners and was a member of the first 
board of directors of the Wausau Public Library. He likewise became 
a forceful factor in business circles, and was, since its existence, a 
director and for many years past vice president of the Citizens State 
Bank of Wausau, Wisconsin. For some years past he has served as 
vice president of the Underwood Veneer Company of this city and 
is also serving as one of the trustees of the Wausau Memorial Hos- 
pital, and is connected with other business enterprises. In these con- 
nections and in his law practice he has realized the fulfillment of his 
early ambition and the utilization of his opportunities has gained 
him a place in the leadership ranks of Wausau’s citizens. 

In 1894 Mr. Genrich was united in marriage with Miss Anna 
M. Erdman, of Grand Rapids, now Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin, 
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They are parents of a daughter, Helen, born in 1895, and a son, 
Fred. W. Jr., born in 1897. After attending the public schools of 
Wausau the son was a student in Beloit College and in the University 
of Wisconsin, and from the latter received his Bachelor of Laws de- 
gree on the Ist of March, 1922, after which he joined his father in 
the practice of law, forming the present law firm. He married Dor- 
othy James, a daughter of Arthur and Mable James, and they have 
three children—Virginia, Frederick W. III and Jamie. Helen Gen- 
rich became the wife of Gus M. Schram, of Merrill, Wisconsin, and 
they have four children—Helen Ann (now Mrs. Ward Carson of 
Green Bay), Joan E., Alan H. and Jean L. Fred W. Jr. has recently 
_ been elected president of the Sixteenth Judicial Circuit Bar Associa- 
tion, and is also serving as lieutenant-commander of the Eau Claire 
Consistory. 

Mr. Genrich is well known in fraternal circles, having member- 
Ship in the Masonic order, the Knights of Pythias lodge and the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, while Mrs. Genrich belongs 
to the Eastern Star, the Wausau Literary Society and the Young 
Women’s Christian Association. They have always manifested a keen 
interest in those organizations and movements seeking the public 
welfare and the uplift of the individual, and they have ever been 
accorded the high respect of those who know them. 


IRVIN S. KRAMLICH is the secretary and treasurer of the Krambo 
Food Stores, formerly known as the Piggly Wiggly, and is rated as 
one of the energetic and enterprising business men of Oshkosh, where 
he has carried on mercantile operations since 1935. He is a native of 
Denver, Colorado, born August 2, 1910, his parents being Samuel E. 
and Mary (Isaak) Kramlich. The father, who was born in Russia, 
in 1884, came to the United States when a youth of fourteen years 
and first settled on a farm in North Dakota, but later turned his atten- 
tion to commercial pursuits, becoming one of the founders of the Safe- 
way Stores, which proved a profitable chain. He continued an active 
factor in the business life of the Middle West until 1938, when he 
retired from active connection with mercantile interests and now 
makes his home in Denver, Colorado. His wife, Mary (Isaak) Kram- 
lich, is of German descent. They became the parents of four sons and 
a daughter. 

Milton R. Kramlich, the eldest son, married Virginia Tucker, and 
owns two stores in Eau Claire, Wisconsin, which he is successfully 
conducting. 

Irvin S. Kramlich, the second of the family, was educated in his 
native city, being a graduate of the University of Denver. He came to 
Oshkosh in 1935 and has since been active in the direction and man- 
agement of the interests of the Krambo Food Stores here. He 
possesses keen discernment and correctly evaluates business oppor- 
tunities, readily discriminating between the essential and the non- 
essential. He enjoys the,confidence and respect of the business men 
of the city, of his patrons and of his associates in the stores, and 
as secretary and treasurer of the company is active in shaping its 
policy, which is a most progressive one. 

Irvin S. Kramlich married Miss Dorothy Earl, of Denver, and 
they have two sons: Charles Richard, who was born April 27, 1935; 
and Douglas, born September 26, 1937. 

Clarence Kramlich, the third son of the family, and who for two 
years was a student in the University of Kansas, is now the efficient 
vice president of the Krambo Food Stores. He married Mary Schmidt, 
of Appleton, Wisconsin, and their children are: Clarence L. Jr., who 


eres ‘ 


Bb aweect 


4 nee » i 
ri ‘ , aay 7 A : . 
mo ‘ss »> * ; 7 i. 7G ; 
| 4 1 ae 
1 ‘ 
- 7 
\ 96 Aan 
> 


¢ 7 


Lm Dee .Gl6! i wed , ‘Mhigewh « te mar ‘7 
se ofldug aft yak WPA. WSL ai wied wth. . ‘. 
avsGlS oft of bas susie Hola ni tesbute a caw aos od opeeW 
to 16/edonth ait Tovisess “setial ddd aot? bas ianooeiW to 
‘eh redtted eit boning oh doithe yolln SSCS Avi to tel odd eee 
0) BSivient ot ce wal fasaery off? quiere .wal Wo snilonig od9yy | 
tt a hog vos shlaM hie qalteA Yo rstriyuab @ eomsl yeio . ; 
Ho? nosh icon bag TW dveesber'l cinioti¥—nenblido-eoudt- | 
bars. ninnooriW ici t¢ atgeioe AM av to otiw ott onmaoad doi. 
Yo woz few 2h wees naA nololl—rcrtblido 1He]t evell yous 
Wines cad kV ae At desl bas HH osiA 3 maak (yal meetpD 
-miiMmcA “well tivoit) Isinthok Mtaestzi2 ort Yo trebiestq botoals ased J 
Stat) ond esis lo tybiepraiosduensiuell ex goivise cele bas .eli 


. 
a 


; a 
- 


“todinvat piivsil. astesis inmmtadt ai ewomli liow ei dotnet) aM 
ont bao onbol enidivh io atiigiaA s0? astro sinonsM ong i quite 
ayvolod dotimen) ut ofittie WHE Yo selreO avitosiond bas Jasloyonod 
guuel off bas yomet yamiadid useveW sift oni? oisieall asit.ot . 
iiss 2 botueTinyuss eyevle saved yall? .aoitsiooes A teilsind? = gemoW 
aiid of! gutless cladwievers bas andiisxingn to seodt. ab dessin 
fost vo oved vod? bam Jenbivibal el? to Nuge od? bas o1ntlow 
sat) wed ove seodt lo josqeor dyid efi bebtoo9a . 


odesnvl or? lo 19%yxeoa? baer ytaloiocs oft oi worMARH & wival 

en hotest tine lyaiW ybogit of ae cwond vivsnriot 291002 hoo® 
atta deodldied lo asin eeaciend yitialicisine bras sUsgtens alt to ano 
Ww avidea « ei ctl .2SOl asnte aoitiasoyo oliineotom mo beitites eaded 
iF iaimat gniod eirney eid M0L © teowA nod bsioleD .reyvae 
Maw gi wed ssw ode odiel ofT Jilecat Glaael) wieM baw 
Figet meotwot Yo tidoy BF dedw mist bolinU oi ob}-omes >88I al 
onsite atl turn solabdod .xiodeO dio ai arret 4 0 belitor jaw baw 
8180 ot) to esobanel add Yo ono Quimouved eilieudg ipisiammos ot noit 
Viton ne boynitaes af aici HUetiorg « bavow Aotdw. zene “sw a 
oA Goilw 880i litany teeW sibhiM 249 to oti sesniead odd th qotog? 4 a, 
Wot be aiemoii eltasriem ittcow nattcotaes avidoa mott Dotifer .. =F 
“mera (Aaadh) kM ohiw zi .obasnlo’) savas ni sitod vid aslem 
hoe aise vitol to edising vdt ames ya’? tnggaah wears) Joe dol. 
bre yrlowT sintysil bates sion desis oot oilna Sf noi’. 7 
Cteassoa ai oct siottey, asians wield we ot senate owd anwo + a 
gnitoubnes, , 
“id a] botsunbs enw vine? 913 Yo hooves of) stoilmerT 4 civil cage 7 3s 
o2 onto oH .tyr nol Io winwevinld old to oteshury A unied iis ovitam. 4 
“tint bex wohaeth wilt ai evitos mod soni anc ban det. al: es 
oH oved pout how'd odie d oft Yo Ateototat od to da i ae 


“toqao sxonteld eoiaulave. ysera>s bas toom 
“Hon 4 hte lsPiente st aseeijod yaisaniqnipeih 
RSat RAopiaid otf to | hadobenthans Pad axa 
bine wectote off oi getetooune «id Yo bag ainsq 
et) gvignds ul avidow sb vermumtes oi} ueoxt 
dann 


bos eve te dad willow xzit, bebe’ 
(GSCI TS leva evo sow odw br, . | 


, 
aa 


<- es. 
Hr , cea a ee : 
id , + 
d Ag ri u f _ «* ees 
Ate x hy fi Prk * : 
P , , .-. Tr a 4 
h J . . 


BIOGRAPHY 559 


was born March 31, 1936; and Kenneth, born in May, 1938. Clarence 
Kramlich belongs to the Presbyterian church and has membership 
in the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 

Clesta, the only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel E. Kramlich, 
is a graduate of Northwestern University, of Evanston, Illinois, 
and is now the wife of Robert Mitchell, of Denver, who is now in 
military service as a member of the Army Air Corps. 

Samuel E. Kramlich Jr., the fourth son of the family, is a gradu- 
ate of St. John’s Military Academy of Delafield, Wisconsin, and is 
now serving in the army. He is a gifted musician, displaying much 
talent in connection with musical arts. 

The Krambo Food Stores, now owned and directed by the fam- 
ily, was organized in 1932 and entered upon a period of steady and 
substantial growth. The company now owns fifteen stores, giving 
employment to three hundred and fifty people. They leased their 
present building in Oshkosh in 1935 and employ sixty-five people 
here in the two large stores which they today own in this city. Their 
first store was opened in Wausau, Wisconsin, and their second in 
Merrill, Wisconsin, since which time the number has increased until 
they now have a chain of fifteen stores that are important features 
of the grocery trade of the various cities in which they are located. 
The business was incorporated in 1932 with a capital of three hun- 
dred thousand dollars. The father started the sons out in their 
respective business careers, financing them, and each one has won 
success and proven a credit to the family name. The father, while 
now living retired, still retains the presidency of the company, with 
Clarence L. as the vice president and Irvin S. as secretary and 
treasurer, the labors of the one ably seconding and rounding out 
the efforts of the other, and the name of Kramlich is now an hon- 
ored one in the commercial circles of the state in which they operate. 


Sp. MARY’s CATHOLIC CHURCH of Appleton had its beginning 
in the celebration of the mass in 1848 in the log cabin of Hippolitus 
Grignon. This was not the first mass said in Appleton but it was 
the first to be celebrated in the home of the first white man to settle 
within what are nowy the boundaries of the city, he having come from ° 
Green Bay in the year 1835. The entire State of Wisconsin at that 
time had a population of less than three hundred thousand, while what 
is now Outagamie County was then an unbroken wilderness. Consid- 
erable change occurred following the famine in Ireland in 1848 and the 
European revolutions of 1849, when many from European countries 
sought the liberties and the opportunities offered in the new world, 
and Wisconsin thus gained many of her substantial pioneer residents. 

As Outagamie County became settled, missionary priests attended 
to the spiritual needs of the early residents, including Reverend Slaz- 
man, Father Casper Pehrl, Father Fusseder, Father Pfeiffer, Father 
Louis Dael and Father James Coulton, the last named being the first 
Irish priest to visit the city. During this period there was no church 
building and mass was held in various places, including the home of 
Hippolitus Grignon and the home of Adam Mertes, also in the board- 
ing house of John Nolan, while at times the service was held in the 
Third ward schoolhouse and in the courthouse of that day. 

The 29th of April, 1859, was a momentous day in the history of 
the parish, for on that day Theodore Conkey, M. L. Martin and A. B. 
Brown donated a lot in block 41 of the Third ward to Rev. John Henni, 
then bishop of Milwaukee, for church purposes, and the Catholics of 
Appleton at once began the erection of a little frame church, which 
was completed at a cost of seventeen hundred dollars. On October 
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24, 1862, Rev. Louis Dael, J. McCaghery and J. Smuddie purchased 
for St. Mary’s congregation lot 4 on the same block and later bought 
lots 2 and 3 on block 41, this being followed by the building of a 
parochial school on the property. This, built in 1864, was the first 
parochial school in Appleton and one of the first in Wisconsin. It 
was opened with the missionary Sisters from Barton as the teachers 
and after a short time they were succeeded by A. Johnston as teacher, 
but subsequently the school was discontinued because of a lack of 
funds. 

The Rev. Louis Dael was the first resident pastor, taking up the 
work here in 1860 and continuing until 1867, when he was succeeded 
by the Reverend Wilkins, who remained in charge for a year. It was 
during that pastorate that the German Catholics withdrew from St. 
Mary’s to establish a church of their own—St. Joseph’s—the mother 
church giving the new congregation three thousand dollars for its 
work. Reverend Walsh succeeded Reverend Wilkins as pastor of St. 
Mary’s, but remained for only a few months, after which Reverend 
Verbeck took charge in 1868, continuing his labors here until 1872. 
The Servite Fathers, with headquarters at St. Patrick’s Church in 
Menasha, Wisconsin, were then in charge of the parish from 1872 
until 1875, with the Rev. B. Baldi as pastor. It was under his ad- 
ministration that the present brick church edifice was erected, Thomas 
O’Keefe being the architect. The young congregation put forth great 
effort and made many sacrifices for the good of the parish, Patrick 
Morrissey, Edmund Haffner, Owen Merity and James McCaghery, 
all members of St. Mary’s, mortgaging their homes and lands to se- 
cure the necessary funds with which to erect and complete the church. 

As soon as this was accomplished the Servite Fathers were with- 
drawn and the Rev. Ferdinand Tanguay assumed charge in August, 
1875, continuing his labors here until his death on November 25, 
1887. During his pastorate the church was finished and the debt 
thereon was liquidated, a new rectory was also built and the parish 
grew in strength and unity. On the Ist of November, 1887, W. J. 
Fitzmaurice was appointed assistant to the Reverend Tanguay and 
on the death of the latter succeeded to the pastorate. During his 
association withthe church four more lots were purchased and a 
new parochial school and convent were built. 

The school opened in September, 1889, and was placed in the 
charge of the Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa. During the first 
eight years of the school’s existence an accr:dited high school was 
conducted but unfortunately, because of a lack of funds, this depart- 
ment had to be discontinued. In 1894, the parish having grown 
stronger financially and realizing the need of the church to touch 
every phase of human existence, Columbia Hall was built and has 
since been the scene of all parish activities. 

On the completion of the first half century of its existence St. 
Mary’s celebrated its golden jubilee, for which oceasion the church was 
renovated and decorated, Mrs. Katherine Baldwin donating a beautiful 
marble altar in memory of her deceased husband, George Baldwin, 
while another gave the lovely marble and onyx communion rail. 
Other donations included: memorial windows, two side altars, and 
the jubilee offering amounted to thirty thousand dollars at the cele- 
bration on September 18, 1911. 

Rev. William Grace, the present pastor of St. Mary’s, was born 
at West Bloomfield, New York, September 23, 1883, a son of Matthew 
and Anna (Burns) Grace. Having prepared for the priesthood, he 
was ordained July 7, 1912, and after filling pastorates at various 
places was assigned to St. Mary’s in July, 1988. His congregation 
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numbers 461 families with 1356 members, and there are 556 pupils 
in attendance at the school, under the care and supervision of nine 
Dominican Sisters as teachers. 


APPLETON FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY. The attempt to organize a free 
public library in Appleton dates back many years. Following previous 
efforts the most successful was on the part of Mrs. George C. Jones in 
the fall of 1887. Through Mrs. Jones’ initiative rooms were rented over 
Pardee’s store, suitably furnished and supplied with papers, magazines 
and books. A large portion of the expense was borne by her at the out- 
set, but she was soon assisted by contributions from generous citizens. 
The place was so well patronized it was decided to start an organiza- 
tion under the name of “Young Men’s Free Reading Room Associa- 
tion,” with George C. Jones as president. This was carried on until 
March of 1888, when the Young Men’s Christian Association was or- 
ganized and the property of the reading room turned over to it. Mr. 
F. J. Harwood was elected president and Mr. McCay, secretary. The 
Y.M.GC.A. continued until the winter of 1893, when the building burned 
down, and from then until 1896 nothing further was altempted. 

In October of 1896 a meeting was held to revive the work. Doctor 
Lummis was elected president; Mrs. J. S. Reeve, vice president; Mr. A. 
M.Smith, secretary and treasurer; and Mr. George C. Jones, chairman 
of the finance committee. A location was chosen on Oneida Street and 
a room opened about November 10, 1896. The Rev. A. A. Drown was 
engaged as librarian. Later in November a constitution and by-laws 
were adopted and a committee from each ward was appointed to so- 
licit books, for at first only newspapers and periodicals were to be 
found on the reading table. In order to defray expenses subscriptions 
were taken and soon some sixty-four pledges at a dollar a month for 
six months were received, as well as some smaller gifts of money, and 
at a social about 100 books were given. So a real library was launched, 
under the name of the Free Library Association, and the following 
February the new organization was represented at the State Library 
Convention in Milwaukee by Doctor Drown and Mrs. R. Winslow, the 
latter a member of one of the library committees. The Y.M.C.A., 
having saved about 400 books from the fire, offered to loan these 
to the new library and the citizens continued to donate volumes. 
Thus the work was carried on until May, 1897, when the funds were 
exhausted. The rooms were rented to other parties and removal be- 
came necessary. 

At this critical period it was decided to circulate a petition for an 
appropriation from the City to aid in the establishment of a public 
library. The request was made that the city take over the books and 
whatever property had been accumulated, and that the mayor appoint 
in the near future a library board commission to take over the work. 
This was done at the common council meeting of July 9, 1897. The 
first library board was composed of I. 8. Bradford, George C. Jones, 
W. E. Barron, L. E. Barnes, Dr. J. T. Reeve, Rev. W. J. Fitzmaurice, 
Gustave Keller, F. J. Harwood, Henry Kreiss and Miss Carrie E. 
Morgan, city superintendent of schools, the last named an ex officio 
member. When this committee met for organization on August 12, 
1897, Mr. Jones was elected president, the Rev. Mr. Fitzmaurice, 
vice president and Doctor Reeve, secretary. No funds were appropri- 
ated for the expense of the library, but the board members personally 
subscribed and contributed books, also appealing to the public for 
support through the newspapers and by circular letter. Doctor Drown 
was engaged as librarian for six more months. The sum of $940.55 
was raised to meet expenses and buy books until the council should 
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make appropriation for that purpose. Subsequently it voted a tax of 
one-half mill for library use. 

The library and reading room, in the council chamber of the City 
Hall, was formally opened September 1, 1897. From the beginning 
the results were gratifying and it was soon apparent that the time 
had come to organize under the most correct library methods. Hence 
the advice and assistance of Mr. Hutchins and Miss Stearns of the 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission were enlisted, and it was decided 
that an expert should be secured to classify and catalogue the books. 
For this work Miss Almena DuPuy of the New York State Library 
School was engaged January 1, 1898. Her task was completed by the 
first of April. The resignation of Doctor Drown was tendered and 
accepted, and Miss Agnes Dwight of the Library School of the Armour 
Institute of Technology, Chicago, became the first professional li- 
brarian. To her untiring efforts the success of the Appleton Library 
may in large measure be attributed. Her assistant was Mrs. E. L. 
Ellis. Starting with an insignificant number of books (of the com- 
bined collections of the Library Association and the Y.M.C.A. there 
were found only 489 volumes remaining), at the close of the first 
year the total number had grown to 3,538. Of these, exclusive of the 
ones above referred to, 916 had been obtained by purchase and 2,203 
by gift. At the end of the second year 1,245 additional books advanced 
the total count to 4,803. The circulation of books for the first year was 
21,958. 

The rapid growth of the library and its wholly insufficient space 
made it evident that larger quarters must be found. In October of 
1898 members of the city council and the library board met in joint 
session to consider plans for a new building, and such plans were 
formally adopted in February, 1899. The contract for the new struc- 
ture to house the City Hall and the library was let on May 16, 1899; 
ground broken May 29; the corner stone laid July 4; and the building 
dedicated on March 28, 1900. Soon the books and furniture were in- 
stalled in the new quarters, and donations from various sources aided 
in equipping the new library, which continues to function most ef- 
fectively in the same location. Again its history of steady growth is 
bringing about a need for modernizing and remodeling. In fact, such 
plans are now in the making. 

In the course of the years constant progress has been made. The 
staff has been increased from two in 1900 to seven full-time librarians 
and three part-time assistants in 1945. Professionally-trained librari- 
ans have been appointed to the positions of, head librarian and chil- 
dren’s librarian. The hours of opening are from 9:00 A.M. to 9:00 
P.M., and service has been extended to county residents and schools, 
as well as to the city schools, which are provided with book collections 
for every elementary school grade. Yearly appropriations have been 
enlarged from time to time, in 1944 reaching the sum of $20,950. In- 
cluding income from rental and other sources, total receipts for 1944 
were well over $24,000. The anuual report gives the number of books 
as 47,147; the number of borrowers, 11,392; circulation, including 
county and schools, 255,546. In addition to very complete statistics 
this document presents a wealth of interesting and encouraging evi- 
dence that the library-is a vital, constructive factor in the lives of 
Appleton people, old and young. 

Plans projected in 1945 definitely include the remodelling of the 
library building as soon as conditions permit. Meanwhile, immediate 
objectives involve new stacks for the reading room and the creation 
of a large storage room for periodicals in the basement, with more 
extensive improvements after the war. 
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New and worthwhile things have been accomplished in 1945. A 
new charging system has been installed, using an electric machine. 
The story-hour room has been attractively redecorated. Extensive 
publicity for the library has been inaugurated by means of news- 
papers, radio broadcasts and bulletin board displays. All these things 
give promise of consistent progress and effectiveness. 

The story of Appleton’s excellent library records the names of five 
librarians, following the time of Doctor Drown, who had charge at the 
very beginning. These are: Agnes L. Dwight, 1898-1919; Ruth Mc- 
Cullough, 1919-1920; Florence C. Day, 1920-1934; Nancy Blake Thom- 
as, 1934-1944; and Doris M. Call, 1944—. 

Miss Doris M. Call, present head of the Appleton Library staff, was 
formerly librarian at the Manitowoc Public Library. She succeeded 
Mrs. Nancy Blake Thomas, who resigned to accept a similar position 
at Escanaba, Michigan. Miss Call has had eleven years of library ex- 
perience, ten of which have been in administrative work. She re- 
ceived her Bachelor of Arts degree from Lawrence College in 1928 
and her library certificate from the Wisconsin Library School at Mad- 
ison in 1938. She served as cataloger at Manitowoc before being en- 
gaged as librarian there. At the beginning of her career, upon her 
graduation from Lawrence College, she taught in Marinette, then be- 
came an assistant in a newspaper library in Milwaukee and later 
did secretarial work in Chicago. In 19382 she became librarian in 
Viroqua, a position she held until she went to Manitowoc. She brings 
to her work here the benefit of wide experience and those native gifts 
characteristic of the true book lover. 


FRANK L. ZAUG is president of the American Plywood Company 
of New London that has made noteworthy contribution to door manu- 
facture in the United States and is today in control of a business that 
extends from coast to coast. His initiative is manifest in all the 
products of the company, and that has given him an outstanding po- 
sition and name in the lumber manufacturing field. Born October 18, 
1875, on his father’s farm in Waupaca County, he is a son of Louis 
and Augusta (Abel) Zaug, the former a son of Mr. and Mrs. John P. 
Zaug, who were of French descent and resided in Alsace-Lorraine, 
but came to the United States when their son Louis was two years old. 
The farm on which they settled is now within the corporation limits of 
Milwaukee. 

Louis Zaug was reared in Wisconsin and at the time of the Civil 
War responded to the countrys call for troops to preserve the Union. 
After the close of hostilities he settled on a farm in Waupaca County, 
where he married Augusta Abel, who was six years old when her par- 
ents left their old home in Prussia, bound for the United States with 
their family, their destination being Wisconsin. Louis and Augusta 
Zaug had a family of eight children, of whom six are yet living. 

Frank L. Zaug, who was the fourth child of the family, attended 
the common schools of Marion, Wisconsin, and then started out in 
the business world as a telegrapher for a railroad company, having 
learned telegraphy while still attending school and accepting the 
position with the railroad when fourteen years of age. He continued 
to serve in that capacity until 1901, when he entered the employ of 
the Wisconsin Chair Company of Port Washington and thus made his 
initial step toward his present business. He remained at Port Wash- 
ington until 1912, when the company opened a branch at New London 
and placed Mr. Zaug in charge, operations being here carried on under 
the name of the Wisconsin Seating Company. In 1917 the plant here 
was purchased by the Thomas Edison Company and engaged in the 
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manufacture of music cabinets, Mr. Zaug remaining with that com- 
pany until 1919, when he withdrew to establish a business of his own. 

It was then that he organized the American Plywood Company, of 
which he has since been the president, and today associated with him 
in the enterprise are his two sons, Dawson F. and Harold M., the 
former as vice president and the latter as secretary-treasurer. The 
company’s chief products are the New Londoner hollow-core flush 
doors and wall wood. The former are maintaining remarkable per- 
formance records everywhere. Based on years of experience, experi- 
ment and observation, the New Londoner resists climatic changes, no 
matter how great, without shrinking, sagging, warping or swelling. 
The frame consists of pine rails milled to provide a perfectly flat bed 
to which plywood panels are glued. The door faces, which are 
three-ply panels, resin bonded by the hot plate process, are securely 
bonded to the core and frame and the door has met the most exacting 
demands of builders, contractors and building owners everywhere. 
Moreover it is guaranteed to be free from defects of workmanship and 
materials. These doors are brought out in many designs of artistic 
construction, meeting all modern requirements of style, finish and 
beauty. The company also produces the American Solid Core Flush 
doors, or slab doors, which are built on the same high standard as the 
New Londoner, and they can be had in any wood and in a great 
diversity of styles. The wallwood produced by the American Plywood 
Corporation is practical for living and dining rooms, bed rooms, game 
rooms, offices, dens and for painted walls in kitchens and takes the 
place of plaster. It is made in birch, walnut, sliced white oak, ma- 
hogany, prima vera, ash, rotary red or white oak, elm or maple and no 
substitutes or synthetic materials are used in its manufacture. The 
company is located at New London, near the world’s best hardwoods 
belt. Their hollow-core door is the result of more than twenty years’ 
experience in door manufacturing and the corporation has sold many 
hundreds of thousands of these doors, which are now in use in every 
section of the country und have the endorsement of leading contrac- 
tors and builders from north to south and from east to west. 

In addition to the plant at New London the American Plywood 
Company has extended its interests by establishing a plant at Oconto 
under the name of the American Veneer Company, with the same 
personnel. In the beginning the American Plywood Corporation had 
but one hundred employes, while today there are from three to four 
hundred. They have been doing ninety per cent war work but are 
now reconverting their plant for manufacturing their own line and 
have thoroughly modern equipment and machinery. The first unit 
of their plant was built in 1919, but has since been enlarged from time 
to time and the work has been carried on along the most progressive 
lines. In addition to his manufacturing business Mr. Zaug is the 
president of the First State Bank of New London and a director of the 
Savings & Loan Association. His interest in community affairs is 
shown in his service as a member of the library board and he belongs 
to the Congregational church and the Masonic order and is chairman 
of the committee of industries for war savings in Waupaca County. 

Mr. Zaug married Mabelle Dawson, of New London, a daughter 
of Josiah and Almeda (Spears) Dawson. Their family numbers two 
sons and two daughters. The eldest, Dawson, born September 17, 
1902, mastered the work of the grades in the Port Washington schools, 
attended the New London high school, spent one year in Phillips 
Exeter Academy and was graduated from Cornell University, where 
he completed a course in engineering. He then joined his father and 
was placed in charge of their Alabama plant. He is now the vice 
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president of the company in charge of manufacturing. He married 
Ruth Duncan of Montgomery, Alabama, and they have two children, 
Paula and Dede. Harold M., born in Port Washington, Wisconsin, 
March 21, 1904, attended the public schools of New London, spent a 
year in Phillips Exeter Academy and was graduated in engineering 
at Cornell University in 1925. He then became identified with the 
business and is now secretary-treasurer of the company. He married 
Mary Jane McComb, of Oshkosh, and they have one daughter, Su- 
zanne, born June 7, 1932. Dorothy, born November 16, 1912, studied 
in the New London schools, then took advanced work in the Ward Bel- 
mont School of Nashville, Tennessee, and in the National Park Sem- 
inary in Washington, D. C., after which she finished at Beloit College. 
She is now the wife of Wilmer D. Schlafer Jr., and their children are 
Stephen, Frank and Philip. Marjorie, the youngest of the family, 
born in September, 1914, attended the grade and high schools of New 
London and was graduated from Ward Belmont School. She is the 
wife of Harvey J. La Chapelle, of Green Bay, Wisconsin, and has a 
daughter and son, Nan and Harold. 


FRED A. SIEBENSOHN, newspaper editor and publisher at Omro, 
was born July 25, 1877, on his father’s farm in Pepin County near 
Mondovi, Wisccnsin, his parents being August and Minnie (Tanz) 
Siebensohn, who were natives of Hast Pruessen in Germany. They 
were reared and married there and came to the United States prior 
to the Prussian war, settling in Pepin County, where Mr. Sieben- 
sohn became a prosperous farmer. To him and his wife were born 
five children, of whom one son is now deceased. 

Fred A. Siebensohn attended the schools of Meridean, Dunn 
County, Wisconsin, mastered the preliminary branches of learning 
and afterward attended a business college in Ashland, Wisconsin, 
where he completed his studies in 1892. He then started out in the 
the business world as an employe in a print shop and as he mastered 
the business gained advancement, becoming foreman of the Ashland 
News, with which he remained for seven years. In 1909 he went 
to Bessemer, Michigan, where he purchased and merged two papers, 
which he conducted until 1918, when he came to Omro. 

Here Mr. Siebensohn took over the ownership and publication 
of the Omro paper, the first issue of which had appeared May 11, 
1894, being printed by Slocum & Hand, the original owners. In 1916 
the Howe Publishing Company of Ripon, Wisconsin, bought out 
Mr. Slocum, Mr. Hand having retired some years before, and from 
the Howe Company Mr. Siekensohn purchased the paper in 1918 
and has since been owner and editor. It is a weekly paper of from 
ten to twelve pages, serving Omro, Rushford, Poygan and Utica, and 
has a circulation of more than one thousand copies. The plant is 
supplied with all modern equipment for newspaper publication and 
the paper is neat and attractive in appearance and is an excellent 
advertising medium for the communities which it serves, while its 
news items are of general interest, making this a popular sheet 
among its patrons. Capable management and thorough understand- 
ing of the business are bringing to the owner a most creditable and 
gratifying measure of success. 

Politically Mr. Siebensohn maintains an independent course, sup- 
porting the men and measures that he believes will most effectively 
promote the public welfare. He belongs to the Omro Business Men’s 
Association and fraternally is connected with the Masonic order, the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Modern Woodmen of 
America. 
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In 1902 Mr. Siebensohn married Jennie Witzke of Ashland, Wis- 
consin, a daughter of Herman and Caroline Witzke, both now deceased, 
Mr. and Mrs. Siebensohn have three daughters. Margaret, the eldest, 
born December 27, 1905, is the wife of F. D. Premble, of Milwaukee, 
and they have one son, Robert, born in 1931. Myra Siebensohn, 


who was born January 380, 1907, is the wife of Howard Chase, of ) 


Oshkosh, principal of the Plainfield school, and their children are 
Peter and Patsy, twins, born November 4, 1936. Marion, the young- 
est of the family, was born March 18, 1917, and is the wife of Oscar 
Rieben, who is now with the United States Army i in the South Pacific. 
All three daughters are graduates of the State Teachers College of 
Oshkosh, and Marion, who taught school prior to her marriage, has 
again taken up the work of teaching since her husband joined the 
armed forces. 


Dr. FREDERICK WILLIAM MADISON practices as a member of the 
firm of James D. and F. W. Madison, specializing in internal medicine, 
and in addition to caring for a large private practice he is serving as 
chief of the medical staff of Columbia Hospital. He was born in 
Mazomanie, Dane County, Wisconsin, December 22, 1899, and belongs 
to a family that has been connected with the state for ninety years. 
He is a son of Joseph Frederick and Ethel (Blair) Madison and in 
both the paternal and maternal lines is of English descent. 

Through the paternal lines he traces his ancestry back to Amos 
Ellis, who was a leader of a group of English people who left their 
native country to try their fortune in the new world. On arriving in 
America members of the colony purchased adjoining tracts of land in 
Wisconsin. Sarah G, Ellis, daughter of Amos Ellis, became the wife 
of William Madison. Amos Ellis, who was born in England in 1802, 
was a minister of the gospel and became a pioneer circuit rider of this 
state, where he also engaged in farming, so that in various ways he 
contributed to the early development of the district in which he lived. 
His son-in-law, William Madison, responded to the country’s call for 
troops to preserve the Union, enlisting as one of the “Boys in Blue” 
of Company A, Eleventh Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry. In days of 
peace he devoted his attention to farming and about 1855 he secured 
land from the Government, which he converted into fertile and highly 
developed fields. Both he and his brother John were born in England 
and the latter was the first of the family to come to Wisconsin, re- 
moving here from St. Louis, Missouri, where he had resided for some 
time and where he built the horse car system of that city. It is pre- 
sumed that it was to séture a place where the worn out horses of the 
car system could be pastured and cared for that he first came to Wis- 
consin, making his way up the Mississippi River, after which he took 
up a section of land in West Point township, Columbia County, in 
1855. This property has since been in possession of the family and is 
now owned by Doctor Madison. 

It was upon that farm that Joseph Frederick Madison, the Doctor’s 
father, was born in 1873 and there he is now living retired. He had 
engaged in farming and in the creamery business, being active as a 
dairy farmer for a number of years. His wife, Ethel (Blair) Madi- 
son, died in 1903, when the Doctor was only three years of age. She 
was born in Dane County, Wisconsin. Her father was born in Eng- 
land and on crossing the Atlantic cast in his lot with the pioneer 
farmers of Dane County. 

In his early youth Doctor Madison pursued his studies in the grade 
and high schools of Mazomanie and then took his classical course at 
the University of Wisconsin where he was graduated in 1921 with the 
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Bachelor of Arts degree, while in 1922 the University conferred 
on him the Master of Arts degree. He completed his medical course 
at Columbia University of New York City in 1924, there winning his 
professional degree, after which he served an interneship in Bellevue 
Hospital and later in the Blockley Hospital, which is now the Phila- 
delphia General Hospital. In 1926 he opened an office in Milwaukee, 
where he is now located at 425 Hast Wisconsin Avenue, giving special 
attention to internal medicine. As stated previously, he is also serving 
as chief of the medical staff of Columbia Hospital, is head of the medi- 
cal staff of the general division of medicine of the Milwaukee County 
Hospital and is on the staff of the Milwaukee Hospital. 

The Doctor has taken a very active part in different medical asso- 
ciations and continues his membership in the American Medical Asso- 
ciation, the Wisconsin State Medical Society, the Milwaukee County 
Medical Society and the American College of Physicians, while at the 
present writing he is the president of the Milwaukee County Academy 
of Medicine, of which he had formerly served as the vice president 
and the secretary-treasurer. He has been a council member of the 
Central Society of Clinical Research and he belongs to the American 
Heart Association, the Internists Society, the Milwaukee Surgical 
Society and the Central Hematology Society. 

Doctor Madison married Geraldine Conover, a native of Elgin, 
Illinois, and a daughter of Ray and Clara (Albert) Conover. Mrs. 
Madison studied at the University of Wisconsin as a member of the 
class of 1924 and she was graduated on the completion of the nurses 
course at the University of Chicago, where she also engaged in wel- 
fare and settlement work prior to their marriage. They now have 
three children, Nancy and Sarah, who are attending the Milwaukee 
Downer Seminary, and Frederick William Jr., a pupil in the Milwau- 
kee Country Day School. The parents are members of St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church and the Doctor belongs to the University Club. 


GRAY WILLIAM CZESKLEBA. Through an active and useful life Gray 
Czeskleba was closely associated with business interests in Waupaca 
and he enjoyed the warm regard and high respect of those with whom 
he was connected. He was born in Amherst, Wisconsin, July 16, 1892, 
and died January 29, 1934, in his forty-second year. He was a son 
of Ernest and Catherine (Gray) Czeskleba, both natives of Wisconsin, 
the father born in Amherst and the mother in Stevens Point. Their 
family numbered five children, of whom Gray was the eldest. 

After pursuing his preliminary education in the graded school 
and also attending high school for a time Gray Czeskleba, anxious 
to see and know something of the world, went to California, where 
he remained for a year. He then returned to Waupaca, where he 
worked for his father, who was owner of a hardware store there. 
His business activities, however, Were interrupted by his military 
service, for at the time of the first World War he joined the army, 
being for a time with the Thirty-second Division, while later he served 
with the One Hundred and Seventh Military Police at Waco, Texas. 
He was also on duty overseas, participating in the battle of Chateau 
Thierry and the Argonne offensive, and after the signing of the Ar- 
mistice he was with the Army of Occupation, first in Runsdorf and 
later in Belfort, Germany. 

Some time after his return to this country Mr. Czeskleba started 
the Gray Czeskleba Oil Company at Waupaca, being sole owner of 
this business. He was likewise one of the promoters of the Dixie gas 
organization and organized the Dixie Quality Oil & Gas Company of 
Bear Creek. Later he obtained the franchise for Phillips 66 oil in 
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three counties. He thus became well and widely known in connection 
with the oil and gas industry in this section of the state and was in 
control of a growing and profitable business when he passed from 
this life. 

On the 12th of July, 1921, Mr. Czeskleba had married Miss Viola 
Hollensteiner, of Milwaukee, a daughter of Edwin F. and Agnes 
(Koehring) Hollensteiner, both of whom are still living, her father 
being interested in the Koehring Company in Milwaukee. In his 
family are two children, the son being Elmer Hollensteiner, now liv- 
ing in Milwaukee. Mrs. Czeskleba inherited her husband’s business 
and is now the owner of three filling stations, she also has farm in- 
terests and owns a lovely home in Waupaca. She acquired her educa- 
tion in Milwaukee and after completing her high school course there 
attended the University of Wisconsin, where she won her Bachelor 
of Arts degree. She then taught English in the Waupaca high school 
prior to her marriage. The only child of this marriage is Maxine Vi- 
ola, who was born March 28, 1923. After studying in the Waupaca 
schools she attended the University of Wisconsin. She is now the 
wife of Richard E. Johnson, who is serving in the United States Navy 
Air Force of the United States Reserves, holding the rank of lieu- 
tenant. 

Mr. Czeskleba was a member of the American Legion, belonged to 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the Knights of 
Pythias and had membership in the Episcopal church, in which he 
served as a vestryman, these associations indicating his high moral 
character and the rules that governed him in all the relations of life. 
Mrs. Czeskleba also has membership in the Episcopal church and is 
identified with the American Legion Auxillary and the American 
Association of University Women, being president of the local chap- 
ter of the last named organization. 


RODNEY ALDER, a member of the Winnebago County bar, suc- 
cessfully following his profession in Omro, was born in Brodhead, 
Wisconsin, March 3, 1903, a son of Fred and Sophia (Gerber) Alder. 
The father was born in the canton of Berne, Switzerland, and in 
1865 he bade adieu to his native land, having decided to try his for- 
tune in America, where he lived for thirty-eight years, death calling 
him in 1903. He is still survived by his widow, who was born in 
Rome, New York, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Gerber, who 
were natives of Switzerland and came to the United States about 
seventy years ago, settling in Wisconsin, at New Glarus. Mr. Gerber 
was the first man to engage in the manufacture of Swiss cheese in 
this state. In the family of Fred and Sophia (Gerber) Alder were 
seven children, all yet living, as follows: Lulu, Fred, Louis, Charles, 
Robert, Rodney and Aqna. 

In his early youth Rodney Alder attended the public schools of 
Monroe, Wisconsin, passing through consecutive grades to the high 
school, from which he was graduated with the class of 1921. In the 
fall of that year he enrolled as a student’in Ripon College, where he 
remained until 1923, when he became a law student in the University 
of Wisconsin, where he took a three years’ course, being graduated 
with the class of 1926, at which time the LL.B. degree was con- 
ferred on him. 

Mr. Alder began practicing in association with W. E. Hurlburt, 
a prominent attorney of Omro, with whom he continued until 
Mr. Hurlburt’s death, December 31, 1939. This connection was of 
much benefit to him and he is now well established in law work in 
Winnebago County, occupying a creditable position at the bar. He is 
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always most careful in the preparation of his cases and he presents 
his evidence in a clear, concise and convincing manner, which brings 
desired results, as indicated in the many favorable opinions he has 
won from the court. 

Mr. Alder belongs to the Winnebago County Bar Association and 
the Wisconsin State Bar Association and he holds to the highest 
ethical standards of procedure in law practice. He is now serving 
as city attorney of Omro. He belongs to the Business Men’s Associa- 
tion, which is indicative of his interest in the general welfare of his 
community, and he is also a member of Gamma Eta Gamma, his 
college fraternity, the Elks lodge of Oshkosh and Grace Lutheran 
Church—associations which establish the nature of his interests 
and the rules that govern him in his association with his fellowmen. 
He obtains exhilaration and pleasure from his reading, which covers 
a Be scope in literature, and his hobby is collecting early works 
on law. 


Doctor FRANCIS DANIEL MURPHY, medical practitioner, educator 
and author, has long since left the ranks of the many and is classed 
with the outstanding few in the field of medicine. He began practice 
in Milwaukee in 1922, and has progressed steadily in his tri-fold field 
of activity, where he is numbered among those who have made notable 
contributions to medical science. 

Born in New Diggings, LaFayette County, Wisconsin, November 
7, 1895, the Doctor is a son of Michael J. and Mary Driscoll Murphy. 
His father, born in the State of New York, came with his father to 
Wisconsin in 1856. The family settled in the extreme southwestern 
section of the state, and Michael J. Murphy was identified with the 
lead and zinc mining interests of that area for many years. The 
Doctor’s mother, born in Pennsylvania, is descended from an early 
American family. She was a young girl when her people migrated 
to Wisconsin. Now retired, the Doctor’s parents live in Milwaukee. 

After completing his preliminary studies Doctor Murphy attended 
Marquette University, Milwaukee, where he received his Bachelor 
of Science degree in 1918 and his M.D. degree in 1920. In 1922 the 
University of Pennsylvania conferred on him the degree of Master 
of Science. His preparation complete, the Doctor began practice in 
Milwaukee, where he specialized in internal medicine. From the 
beginning he displayed ability which brought him to the fore in his 
profession. In addition to an extensive private practice he has been 
clinical director of the Milwaukee County Hospital since 1924 and 
head of the department of medicine of Marquette University since 
1928. He was also chief of staff of St. Joseph’s Hospital. In 1933 he 
received the certificate of merit from the American Medical Associa- 
tion for special work on Bright’s disease and special research on 
nephritis. 

His contributions to medicak literature are comprehensive and 
valuable. He is the author of Dr. Murphy’s Bedside Clinics, the first 
series published in eight volumes between 1934 and 1939, the first 
volume of the second series published in 1944. The section on Bright’s 
disease appearing in Tice’s Practice of Medicine is his work, and 
he writes a yearly review of “Diseases of the Kidney” for the 
Cyclopedia of Medicine, Surgery and Specialties. He has also written 
numerous articles for various medical publications; for example, 
Evaluation of Modern Concept of Hypertension and Its Therapeutic 
Implications, Acute Nephritis and the Eifect of Sulfonamides on 
Kidneys, and The Treatment of Acute Nephritis, to mention a very 
few. In 1944, his book on The Diagnosis and Treatment of Acute 
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Medical Disorders, a summary of twenty years of diagnostic and 
clinical experience, was published. 

Doctor Murphy is a fellow of the American College of Physicians, 
a member of the American Medical Association and an honorary 
member of the American College of Dentists. He belongs to the 
Central Society for Clinical Research, the Milwaukee County Medical 
Society, the Wisconsin State Medical Society, the Milwaukee Academy 
of Medicine, the Chicago Society of Internal Medicine, the Milwaukee 
Surgical Society, the American Therapeutic Society, the American 
Heart Association, and is a diplomate of the American Board of 
Internal Medicine. 

He has long realized that the keenest and most lasting pleasure 
comes from intellectual stimulus, and his interests have reached out 
along ever broadening lines. Although his study of medicine is con- 
tinuous and extensive, the Doctor has found the time and the op- 
_ portunity to develop his interest in other branches of knowledge, as 
indicated by his membership in the Wisconsin Historical Society 
and the American Association for the Advancement of Science. His 
college fraternity is Phi Beta Pi. Doctor Murphy is a member of 
the Catholic church and he holds membership in the University of 
Wisconsin clubs. 

On June 27, 1925, Doctor Murphy married Madaline McNamara, 
of Milwaukee, a daughter of Austin and Catherine Cleary McNamara. 
Doctor and Mrs. Murphy have two children: Joan Ellen, formerly a 
student at the Milwaukee Downer Seminary, now a student at the 
Convent of the Sacred Heart, Lake Forest, Illinois; and Francis 
Daniel Jr., a student at the Milwaukee Country Day School. The 
family residence is at 610 Honey Creek Parkway, and Doctor Murphy 
has his office at 536 West Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee, where for 
twenty-three years he has continued actively in professional work. 


HIRAM ARTHUR SAWYER, veteran attorney of Milwaukee and for- 
mer United States attorney, has been prominent in his profession for 
over forty years and actively connected with every important enter- 
prise for the betterment of his community. He is a worthy successor 
of his honored father and grandfather, both of whom were outstand- 
ing figures in the state’s political and civic affairs. 

Mr. Sawyer, born in Hartford, Washington County, Wisconsin, 
September 4, 1875, is the son of Judge Hiram W. Sawyer, who was 
born in New Hampshire, in 18438, but in infancy was brought to Wis- 
consin, and for more than fifty years was an eminent lawyer in Hart- 
ford, which village he helped to incorporate, and it is greatly indebted 
to him for its growth and progress. He was its first mayor, and, 
having been very much interested in educational advancement, he 
organized the first school district and the high school. He was a 
member of the school board of directors for many years. Long will he 
be remembered as one Of the most influential and civic minded citizens 
of Hartford. He was a Mason of high standing, having served as 
grand master of the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin and was one of the 
grand trustees. So highly was he esteemed in the Masonic order of 
which he was an active member that a lodge, the “Hiram W. Sawyer 
Lodge No. 338,” of Milwaukee, was named in his honor. 

In the early seventies he was a member of the State Legislature, 
and in 1898 was a candidate for governor against Scofield. After a 
very colorful career his death occurred in 1922, at the age of eighty. 
To him and his wife were born two sons and two daughters: Elmo W., 
an attorney, who had been active in all civic affairs in Hartford and 
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Washington County, died in 1939; Elsa A. Sawyer, after being in the 
Civil Service Department in Madison and later in the Bureau of 
Personnel for many years, died in 1943; Harriet J. Sawyer, of Mil- 
waukee; and Hiram Arthur Sawyer, an attorney in Milwaukee. 

Mr. Sawyer after attending the public schools of Hartford entered 
the University of Wisconsin, from which he received the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts in 1896, being awarded the Phi Beta Kappa. He 
is also a member of Phi Delta Phi, honorary legal fraternity. In 
1899 he received the degree of LL.B. He then entered into law prac- 
tice with his father at Hartford and thus continued. He was district 
attorney for Washington County for four terms, for sixteen years. 
In 1915 he came to Milwaukee and served as United States attorney 
of the Eastern district of Wisconsin, faithfully fulfilling the duties 
of that important office for eight years. In partnership with David A. 
Sondel he then resumed his law practice. Since 1928 he has practiced 
alone, having a large and representative clientele and is regarded as 
one of the foremost lawyers of Milwaukee. For many years he served 
as master in chancery for Judge Geiger of the United States District 
Court in corporate reorganization proceedings, involving the reorgan- 
ization of the Schroeder Hotel, the Plankinton Arcade, the Shorecrest 
Hotel, the Wisconsin Hotel Company, including the Wisconsin Hotel, 
Milwaukee, the Loraine Hotel at Madison, the Retlaw Hotel at Fond 
du Lac and the Northland Hotel at Green Bay, and in several other 
similar corporate reorganization proceedings. 

On February 28, 1924, Mr. Sawyer married Eleanor Dillman, a 
native of Milwaukee and daughter of John Dillman, a successful 
farmer. 

Professionally he has membership in the American Bar Associa- 
tion, the Wisconsin Bar Association and the Milwaukee Bar Associa- 
tion. Along recreational lines he is a member of the North Hills 
Country Club, the M.A.C., and has a life membership in the Wisconsin 
State Historical Society, an organization in which he is greatly 
interested. He is a thirty-second degree Mason, his fraternal affilia- 
tions being with Hartford Lodge, I'.&A.M.; Hiram W. Sawyer Lodge, 
F.&A.M.; Horicon Chapter, R.A.M.; Beaver Dam Council, R.&S.M.; 
Ivanhoe Commandery, Knights Templar; Wisconsin Consistory, 
A.A.S.R., in Milwaukee; and Tripoli Temple of the Mystic Shrine. 


WAUSAU PuBLIC LIBRARY has a history that traces back to the 
year 1871 and is the outgrowth of the interested effort of a few cit- 
izens whose liking for literature and learning led to the organization 
of the Pine Knot Library Club, which became the nucleus of the in- 
stitution that is today the pride and joy of all Wausau citizens. A few 
books were contributed for the enjoyment of members of the Club, 
and from time to time other donations of books and money were made, 
the latter enabling the organization to purchase still more books until 
there was quite a sizable collection, although it was long before the 
city government became interested in the project. More than a quar- 
ter of a century passed after the Pine Knot Library Club came into 
existence before the city councitdecided to sponsor the public library 
in 1897 by making an annual appropriation to the work, this sum 
ranging from six hundred to seventeen hundred and fifty dollars per 
year. 

The Library occupied various locations for an extended period, but 
the public was aroused to the need for a permanent library home and 
the public demand at length led to the city council in 1904 deciding 
to accept a gift from Andrew Carnegie for a library, provided that a 
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site should be obtained without cost to the city and provided the 
building should occupy a central location. 

Persons intensely interested in the project started a popular sub- 
scription to raise a fund with which to purchase a site, and when a 
fair amount was secured, Walter Alexander deeded to the city as a 
gift the old McIndoe homestead on First Street as a site for a new 
library building, with the stipulation that it be known as McIndoe 
Park, that the city should beautify the park and that no building 
be erected on the land but a public library. Thus Wausau secured a 
site in the very center of the town. On July 5, 1904, the council ac- 
cepted the gift of twenty-five thousand dollars from the Andrew Car- 
negie Foundation and later the sum of four thousand dollars was add- 
ed thereto. Popular subscription raised five thousand dollars for the 
project and later that total was raised to more than eighty-five hun- 
dred dollars. The city bought some land to square the park and build- 
ing operations were begun, so that early in 1907 the library building 
_ was accepted by the city and dedicated with proper ceremonies. Mem- 
bers of the library board at this time were Louis Marchetti, presi- 
dent; Mrs. D. L. Plumer, vice president; Mrs. Mary Dickens, secre- 
tary; H. G. Flieth, treasurer; and Mrs. Helen Van Vechten, Mrs. Eva 
P. Quaw, E. B. Thayer, Fred W. Genrich, Joseph Ripcinski and Karl 
Mathie, directors. The residue of the funds raised by subscription 
were used to furnish and beautify the building and Mrs. R. E. Parcher 
gave the large solid bronze light standards that adorn the entrance. 
After her death on August 8, 1920, it was found that her will provided 
that a liberal grant be set aside for the Parcher Welfare Fund, to be 
administered by three trustees, to be applied for various uses “most 
likely to promote the pleasure and happiness of the city.” Twenty- 
two years after the library building was erected an addition was made 
which tripled the floor space of the original building and is known as 
the Parcher Memorial Wing. In 1925 Mr. Alexander contributed more 
property by deeding another plot of ground to the north, and the li- 
brary is thus surrounded by a beautiful park. The new wing pro- 
vided a community room accommodating three hundred people, to- 
gether with stock rooms, committee rooms and a kitchen. 

The records show that in 1936 there was a circulation of approxi- 
mately one hundred and fifty thousand volumes, which by 1938 had 
increased to more than two hundred and ten thousand and this is 
typical of the continued growth of the library. 

The Wausau Public Library is today one of the most modern in 
the state. It uses the Gaylord electrical charging machines, which were 
installed in 1937. In 1941 it was decided to move the children’s de- 
partment upstairs to the auditorium, giving it more space and also 
releasing needed downstairs space for the adult division and for the 
reference department, In 19438 a browsing room was opened on the 
first floor, which includes books of popular appeal, and which is fur- 
nished with comfortable davenport and lounge chairs. The Library 
renders an important public service in taking books each week to those 
patients in the Memorial and St. Mary’s. hospitals who are well 
enough to enjoy them. 

The Library today contains more than 40,000 books, of which 
12,000 are for juvenile readers, while 8,500 are reference works. 
There are now almost 12,000 registered borrowers, there being 7,540 
adult borrowers and over 4,000 juvenile borrowers. The library has 
always been staffed by competent people who thoroughly understand 
the work, and the present librarian is Dorothea M. Krause, a grad- 
uate of Lawrence College of Appleton, Wisconsin, and the University 
of Wisconsin Library School at Madison. She began her work in the 
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Antigo Public Library and she has also worked in the West Allis 
(Wis.) Public Library and the Blue Island (Ill.) Public Library, serv- 
ing as librarian of the last named before coming to Wausau in 1943. 


Dr. MARVIN H. STEEN, devoting his entire attention to surgery, 
has been practicing in Oshkosh since 1940, previous to which time he 
had broad experience in hospital work, so that he came to his pres- 
ent field of labor well equipped for the important and responsible 
duties which have since devolved upon him. 

Born in Bowling Green, Ohio, January 22, 1910, the Doctor is a 
son of R. H. and Dora E. (Porter) Steen, who were also born in 
the Buckeye State. His paternal grandparents were Isaiah and 
Tillie (Bollenbacher) Steen, while his grandfather on the maternal 
side was George Porter, who married a Miss Meeker. All were born 
and spent their entire lives in Ohio, and R. H. Steen became an 
automobile dealer at Bowling Green, having the agency for the 
Oldsmobile cars. To him and his wife were born two children, Mar- 
vin H. and Beulah. 

While spending his youthful days under the parental roof Mar- 
vin H. Steen attended the public schools of Bowling Green, mastering 
the work of successive grades and of the high school, after which he 
entered the University of Wisconsin, where the Bachelor of Arts 
degree was conferred on him at his graduation with the class of 
1932. He continued at the Madison institution as a medical student 
and gained his professional degree in 1936, after which he received 
appointment as interne in the City Hospital of Cleveland, Ohio, 
where he remained for a year in that connection and then spent 
three years as resident surgeon of the hospital, gaining broad and 
valuable experience and rendering a service the worth of which is 
plainly indicated in his long retention there. 

At length deciding to devote his time to private practice, Doctor 
Steen came to Oshkosh in 1940 and opened offices at 19 Jefferson 
Street, since which time he has concentrated his attention upon 
surgical work. He has met grave responsibilities in this connection 
and at all times has shown his devotion to the interests: of his 
patients. Cool and collected in the face of grave crises, he works 
indefatigably to produce results of the greatest benefit to those in 
his care and wields the delicate surgical instruments with a skill 
and dexterity that have gained him rank among the leading sur- 
geons of this section of the state. 

At all times Doctor Steen improves every opportunity that will 
broaden his knowledge of surgical science and thus increase his 
efficiency and he also adds to his skill through the interchange of 
ideas in the Winnebago County and Wisconsin State Medical socie- 
ties, the American Medical Association and the American Board of 
Surgery, in all of which he has membership. His college fraternities 
are Kappa Sigma and Nu Sigma, and his membership connections 
include the Blue Lodge, Chapter and Tripoli Shrine in Masonry, the 
Elks lodge and the Presbyterian church—associations that indicate 
the nature of his interests and the rules that govern him in all his 
relations with his fellowmen. He also belongs to the Oshkosh Coun- 
try Club and he chiefly finds his diversion from professional duties 
in golf. ie 

Doctor Steen married Eleanor Glascoff, of Waupun, Wisconsin, 
a daughter of W. G. and Maud (Perkins) Glascoff, her father being 
engaged in the canning business in Waupun. Mrs. Steen, like her 
husband, is an alumnus of the University of Wisconsin, having grad- 
uated with the class of 1932, and her sorority is Gamma Phi Beta. 
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She also attended Ward Belmont at Nashville, Tennessee. Doctor 
and Mrs. Steen have one child, Barbara, who was born September 
15, 1940. 


HARRY LAFAYETTE KELLOGG, assistant counsel with The North- 
western Mutual Life Insurance Company in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
is a member of a well known family that has been prominently identi- 
fied with the State of Wisconsin since territorial days. On the pa- 
ternal side his forebears had come west from New York State, where 
his grandfather, LaFayette Kellogg, was born February 1, 1819, at 
Elizabethtown. When a young man he had come to the Middle West 
and settled at Madison, Wisconsin. At its first meeting, May 15, 
1839, he was elected clerk of the Dane County board of commissioners, 
when Dane County included in its jurisdiction what now constitutes 
five counties. In July, 1840, he was appointed clerk of the Territorial 
Legislature. Excluding a brief intermission, he held the position of 
secretary of the Territorial Legislature and later of the State Supreme 
Court until his death in 1879, a period of almost forty years. For 
many years he served also as secretary of the Wisconsin State His- 
torical Society. In the early 1840s LaFayette Kellogg married Rose 
Catlin, who had taught in the first schoolhouse in Lake Mills, Dane 
County. Mr. Kellogeg’s English ancestors came to this country before 
the Revolutionary War and settled in the New England states. 

Clarence Kellogg, father of Harry LaFayette Kellogg, was born at 
Cottage Grove, Dane County, Wisconsin, and succeeded his father as 
clerk of the State Supreme Court, a position he held from his ap- 
pointment in June, 1878, until his death in 1915. It is interesting to 
note that father and son together served about seventy years as 
clerks of the Wisconsin Supreme Court. Mr. Kellogg’s mother, Julia 
(Adams) Kellogg, was born at Vergennes, Vermont, and came to 
Wisconsin with her family when a very young girl. 

Harry Kellogg was born June 24, 1872, in the colorful university 
town of Madison and attended the public schools there through the 
second year of high school. He then completed his preparatory train- 
ing at Miss Richmond’s Academy before entering the University of 
Wisconsin, from which he received his LL.B. degree in 1894. On 
being admitted to the bar he began practice in Milwaukee. In 1917 
he became United States Commissioner, a position of heavy responsi- 
bility which he held for thirteen years and which included the prohi- 
bition era, World War I and the reconstruction period which followed. 
In 1930 Mr. Kellogg joined The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance 
Company as assistant counsel, and has since continued in that position 
with the company, one of the oldest and largest in the country. 

Mr. Kellogg married Grace Louise Hopkins, a native of Wisconsin, 
the daughter of the late U.S. District Judge James Campbell Hopkins 
and Cornelia (Bradley) Hopkins. Mrs. Kellogg was graduated from 
the Madison high school and the University of Wisconsin. The four 
daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Kellogg are: Cornelia Hopkins, a graduate 
of Wellesley College, who married M. W. Sheldon, president of the 
Bingham & Sheldon firm of brokers at Milwaukee. Mr. and Mrs. 
Sheldon, whose home is in Whitefish Bay, have two children, Charles 
M., a graduate of tht Milwaukee Country Day School with the class 
of 1943, now serving in the United States Army Air Corps, and 
Cornelia, a graduate of Milwaukee Downer Seminary with the class 
of 1945. Julia Adams, the second daughter, also a Wellesley grad- 
uate, married James A. Hannan, now a lieutenant in the United States 
Navy. Their home is on a ranch in Happy Valley, near Oakland, 
California, and their three children are Charles Kellogg, Patricia and 
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Thomas. A third daughter is Grace Hopkins, a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, wife of Harry J. Van Ornum, of Highland Park, 
Illinois. They have two children, Harry James, a United States Navy 
air cadet, and Grace Hopkins. The fourth daughter, Jane Elizabeth, 
is a graduate of Leland Stanford University in California and married 
R. W. E. Reed, now a lieutenant in the United States Navy. 

Harry L. Kellogg is a member of the American Bar Association, 
the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the Milwaukee Bar Associa- 
tion. He is a thirty-second degree Mason, a Knight Templar and be- 
longs to Wisconsin Lodge No. 13. All the members of the family are 
members of the Episcopal church. 


* EUGENE L. HUSTING. High on the list of Milwaukee’s successful 
business men appeared the name of Eugene L. Husting, founder of 
the well-known E. L. Husting Company, which has been in successful 
operation for over seventy years, being numbered among the city’s 
prosperous firms. 

Mr. Husting was born in Luxembourg, Germany, on the 24th of 
August, 1848, a son of Theodore and Susanna Husting, both natives 
of Germany. The parents brought their family to the United States 
in 1854 and located on a farm near New Castle, Wisconsin. Later 
Theodore Husting operated a brewery in that town, where both his 
parents died. John P. Husting, an uncle of Eugene L. Husting, 
became a jeweler and during the tenure of President Cleveland he 
served as postmaster of Mayville, Wisconsin, while subsequently he 
was elected city treasurer. He married Mary Juneau, the daughter 
of Solomon Juneau, pioneer resident of Milwaukee. 

Eugene L. Husting was but six years old when he was brought 
to this country, so that his education was obtained in the district 
schools near his home. After leaving New Castle he attended night 
school in Milwaukee and Chicago in order to secure a thorough 
knowledge of the English language. While still a youth he started 
in business and earned a livelihood in various ways. For a time he 
drove a wagon over different sections of the country selling candy 
and confectionery and subsequently became associated with his 
future father-in-law, Philip Altpeter, proprietor of the Northwestern 
Brewery, bottlers of lager and weiss beer, located at Third and 
Sherman streets. In 1877 Mr. Husting established a factory for the 
manufacture of soda water. Nine years after the inception of the 
business he conceived the idea of adding weiss beer to his products, 
which proved a wonderful selling product. On July 1, 1900, the busi- 
ness was incorporated under the laws of Wisconsin as the E. L. 
Husting Company. The enterprise flourished, due in large measure 
to Mr. Husting’s inherent traits of industry, thrift and scrupulous 
honesty. Reared in the school of experience, he became thoroughly 
imbued with the principle of integrity and he brought to bear in his 
undertakings all those qualities which make so much for success. 

In 1872 Mr. Husting was united in marriage to Miss Bertha 
Altpeter, whose father, Philip Altpeter, was a native of Prussia and 
from 1839 until 1842 was a soldier in the King’s Guard at Berlin 
under Frederick William of Prussia. Bertha Altpeter was born in 
Milwaukee, August 24, 1855, and died April 9, 1913, being followed 
to the unseen land by her husband in November of 1916. To their 
union were born eight‘children. Eugenia, born in Milwaukee in 1873, 
is the wife of E. J. Henning, who is referred to in a later paragraph. 
Oscar T., whose biography appears elsewhere in this publication, is 
president and treasurer of the E. L. Husting Company. Eugene L. 
Jr., born in 1882, married Miss Esther Carlson, of Milwaukee. He 
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is a member of Damascus Lodge No. 290, F. & A. M.; Ivanhoe Com- 
mandery No. 25, K. T.; Wisconsin Consistory, A. A. S. R.; Tripoli 
Temple, A. A. O. N. M. S.; and has membership in the Elks and the 
Eagles. Lillie, born in Milwaukee in 1884, is unmarried. Berthold, 
born in 1887, married Miss Helen Langman in 1928. Three other 
children are deceased. 

E. J. Henning was born at Iron Ridge, Dodge County, Wisconsin, 
December 28, 1868. He graduated from the University of Wisconsin 
with the Bachelor of Arts degree in 1894 and from the law school of 
George Washington University with the Bachelor of Laws degree 
in 1897. He practiced law in Milwaukee from 1897 until 1913, where 
he gained a high place in legal circles. He served as assistant United 
States attorney for the eastern district of Wisconsin from 1901 until 
1910 and as United States attorney during 1910-11. In 1913 he 
moved to San Diego, California. He headed the world conference on 
emigration and immigration at Rome in May, 1927, and in May, 
. 1925, was a member of the American delegation at the conference 
with Mexico at El Paso, Texas, to draft a border treaty. He was 
appointed United States district judge by President Coolidge on May 
25, 1925, and in 1930 was appointed attorney for the moving picture 
exhibitors located in New York. He also served as assistant secretary 
of labor in the Harding and Coolidge administrations under James 
J. Davis, secretary of labor, and in company with Senator J. J. Davis 
was one of the founders of Moosehart. While traveling in the interests 
of Moosehart he died on a train in Ohio in 1935. His wife, the former 
Eugenia Husting, still resides in Los Angeles, California. 

Eugene L. Husting was a member of the Old Settlers Club and of 
the Milwaukee Sharpshooters Club. He took an interest in every- 
thing which had a bearing on the prosperity and advancement of 
Milwaukee and was regarded as one of the best citizens in the truest 
meaning of the term. 


OscaR T. HUSTING, president and treasurer of the E. L. Husting 
Company, manufacturers of carbonated beverages and wholesale dis- 
tributors of wines, liquors and Heileman’s Old Style lager beer, is 
conducting this business at 440 West Vliet Street in Milwaukee. He 
was born in this city, December 30, 1875, a son of Eugene L. and 
Bertha (Altpeter) Husting, both connected with old and honored 
pioneer families of this state. The father’s record appears on other 
pages of this work. 

As a pupil in the Humbolt grade school, situated at Fourth and 
Galena streets in the Sixth ward, Oscar T. Husting pursued his educa- 
tion and started out in the business world when a young boy in the 
employ of his father. He filled almost every position in connection 
with the business, winning his promotions through industry and 
merit and gaining an accurate and comprehensive knowledge of the 
business. For more than seventy years the E. L. Husting Company 
has operated here and is one of the city’s prosperous and substantial 
concerns. For a number of years Oscar T. Husting was secretary 
of the company and on his father’s death succeeded to the presidency 
and has since remained at the head of the organization, which deals 
in liquors, wines and cordials as well as old style lager beer, its 
annual sales reaching a large figure. 

In 1904 Oscar*T. Husting married Anna Hassman, of Milwaukee, 
daughter of John and Margaret Hassman, both of whom were born 
in Germany and became pioneer residents of Milwaukee, where in 
the early days he carried on business as a well driller. Mr. and Mrs. 
Husting are the parents of a daughter and a son. Marguerite is the 
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wife of Arthur A. Wetzel, of Milwaukee, and they have two children: 
Barbara Anne and Judith May. William, who is a graduate of the 
Milwaukee Country Day School and the University of Wisconsin, is 
now secretary and manager of the E. L. Husting Company. He 
married Julie Strawhand, and they have two children: William Teddy 
and Julie Dale. 

As a young boy Mr. Husting was very fond of horses, many of 
which were required for delivery purposes before they were replaced 
by the motor trucks of the present. This love of horses continued 
with him and in his later life he became interested in the breeding 
and raising of race horses, all of which were of blue ribbon stock. 
He has been the owner of some well-known racers, including Honey, 
Coca Cola and Weiss Bill, all standard bred. That Mr. Husting is 
widely known and popular in business circles is shown in the fact 
that he was formerly president of the National Bottlers Association 
in 1916 and presided at their convention in St. Louis in the same 
year. He also has membership in the Wisconsin State Bottlers As- 
sociation, serving as an executive for several terms. He was treasurer 
of the Milwaukee Brewmasters Association and president and director 
of the Milwaukee Bottlers Association for several terms. He is a 
member and was a director of the Milwaukee Rotary Club in 1931, 
1932 and 1933, and has membership in the Milwaukee Athletic Club. 
Fraternally he is a Mason with membership in Damascus Lodge No. 
290, F. & A. M.; Kilbourn Chapter, R. A. M.; Ivanhoe Commandery 
No. 25, K. T.; and Wisconsin Consistory, A. A. S..R., and is. also a 
Shriner of Tripoli Temple. He likewise has had membership with 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks since 1900, has associa- 
tion with the Fraternal Order of Eagles as well as the Knights of 
Pythias, and is always loyal to the interest of every cause which 
he espouses. 


THE WAUSAU DAILY RECORD-HERALD, one of Wisconsin’s leading 
newspapers, was founded by John Loomis Sturtevant December 1, 
1907, when he and a group of other Wausau residents merged two 
other Wausau papers, the Herald and Record, both small dailies. Mr. 
Sturtevant was the editor and publisher and president of the Record- 
Herald Company, owners of the daily, from its beginning until his 
death May 17, 1939, at the age of seventy-four. 

Journalism in Wausau had its beginning April 28, 1857, when 
the Central Wisconsin was first issued. Since that time there have 
been various papers established and merged, with changes in owner- 
ship and in name, and out of these many changes the Record-Herald 
has come forth to take its place among the leading dailies of the state. 
The journalistic records of Wausau show that Mark H. Barnum 
came to this city in 1877 and began the publication of the Torch of 
Liberty, which was started as a “Greenback” paper and finally was 
converted into a strong Republican organ. The first home of the 
paper was on Third Street, between Jackson and Washington streets, 
and later the owner erected an office on Washington, between Third 
and Fourth streets. 

In 1904 Mr. Barnum sold out to Edward T. Wheelock, one of 
Wisconsin’s outstanding editorial writers, who, soon after his arrival 
in Wausau, established a daily and changed the name of the paper 
from the Torch of Liberty to the Wausau Daily Record. which he 
continued to publish successfully until he sold to Liston Dodge, George 
Martin and Claude Semmes. The last named withdrew soon afterward 
and in October, 1907, the remaining owners sold to the Record Pub- 
lishing Company, whiclalso purchased the Wausau Daily Herald and 
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combined the two under the name of the Wausau Daily Record- 
Herald, the business being since carried on under the name of the 
Record-Herald Company. The paper is thoroughly modern in me- 
chanical set-up, in its manner of news presentation and the progres- 
sive spirit manifest through its columns. It is foremost in promoting 
all worthwhile civic projects. 

Mr. Sturtevant was one of the state’s outstanding newspapermen 
and took an active part in the editorial and advertising departments 
of the Record-Herald until a day or two before his death, but always 
insisted on keeping the news and advertising departments entirely 
separate. : 

Well known throughout the state in newspaper circles, the Record- 
Herald editor served the Wisconsin Daily Newspaper Association as 
president from 1918 to 1920. The paper has always been a member 
of the Associated Press and Mr. Sturtevant was a vice president of 

the news-gathering agency in 1919 and 1920. 
; A stanch Republican, the late editor espoused the cause of the 
Republican party, state and nationally, ever since the organization of 
the Record-Herald. He never sought nor held public office in his home 
community. 

Mr. Sturtevant was born in Delavan, Wisconsin, March 18, 1865, 
the son of Charles Holmes and Amanda Brown Sturtevant, whose 
families were descended from settlers of the Massachusetts Bay col- 
ony in 1640. His father was a pioneer of Wisconsin, having walked 
into the state from Harvard, Illinois, in 1841. 

The editor’s long and creditable career as a newspaperman be- 
gan in 1879, when he entered the office of the Delavan Republican as 
a boy of fourteen, after graduating from the Delavan high school. 
Later on for a short time he taught school, but returned to the 
printer’s trade when he became foreman of the Stillwater Sun, a 
weekly at Stillwater, Minnesota. 

Mr. Sturtevant next stepped to the daily newspaper field and 
from 1885 to 1889 was a reporter on the St. Paul (Minn.) Pioneer- 
Press. From there he went to Waupaca, Wisconsin, where he was 
editor of the Waupaca Post until he came to Wausau in 1907. 

Since its inception the Record-Herald has been the only daily 
newspaper published in Marathon County, the largest county in Wis- 
consin. Its circulation has increased steadily and under Mr. Sturte- 
vant’s guidance the paper has long since become one of the largest 
and best-equipped in central and northern Wisconsin. 

From its beginning Mr. Sturtevant held the greater share of 
stock in the Recerd-Herald Company, and in the last few years before 
his death he owned nearly all of it. He was always very exacting as 
to what made news to print and what was advertising, and the 
columns of one department were never used to the benefit of the 
other. 

Mr. Sturtevant was married November 27, 1890, to Miss Nellie 
Terres Chesley, of Waupaca, who died in Wausau July 1, 1922. Four 
children survive. They are Mrs. J. M. Pfiffner, of Stevens Point, and 
Mrs. George L. Ruder, Mrs. Victor G. Geisel and John C. Sturtevant, 
all of Wausau. 

John C. Sturtevant was business manager of the Record-Herald 
at the time of his father’s death, and since has been president and 
publisher of the paper. After working in the advertising department 
of the paper several years in his youth he became associated with 
the advertising and business offices and in 1927 was made business 
manager, a 
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Mr. Sturtevant is married to the former Miss Arleen Towle, and 
they have two daughters, Patricia and Mary. 

He was born in Waupaca, Wisconsin, November 25, 1901, and 
after finishing the Wausau high school he attended St. Alban’s pre- 
paratory school in Knoxville, Illinois, and later was a student at the 
University of Wisconsin in Madison. 

Mr. Sturtevant is a prominent member of the Episcopal church, 
being a vestryman of St. John’s Church. Besides being a director of 
the Wausau Community Chest he is a member of its executive com- 
mittee. He is also a director of the Wisconsin Valley Trust Company, 
the Young Men’s Christian Association, the Wausau Club, the Cham- 
ber of Commerce and the Girl Scouts’ organization. He also holds 
membership in the Wausau Country Club and the Wausau Elks and 
Eagles lodges. 


MAYHEW MorTT, an attorney practicing in Neenah, was born 
May 8, 1874, on his father’s farm about twelve miles west of this 
city, his parents being Wesley and Harriet (Porter) Mott, both of 
whom were natives of the State of New York. His grandparents on 
the paternal side were Mayhew D. and Mary (Wager) Mott, who 
were also born in the Empire State. On coming to Wisconsin in 
18538 they settled near Allenville, Winnebago County, and later they 
removed to the farm twelve miles west of Neenah on which the fam- 
ily resided until 1885. 

At the time of the Civil War Wesley Mott, then a young man, 
responded to the country’s call for aid in defense of the Union and 
served with the Forty-ninth Wisconsin Infantry during the Civil 
War. He afterward filled the office of deputy clerk of the court at 
Oshkosh for a number of years and was also a justice of the peace 
for many years. He was always interested in the study of law and 
was self-educated in the profession, in which he constantly broad- 
ened his knowledge. He was admitted to the bar in Oshkosh, after 
which he successfully engaged in practice in Neenah from 1885 
until his death in 1918. For six years he had survived his wife, who 
passed away in 1912. She was a daughter of Medad and: Charity 
Porter, who were natives of New York State, where they spent their 
entire lives. Their daughter Harriet was on a visit to her aunt in 
Wisconsin when she met Wesley Mott and became his wife. 

Prior to her marriage she taught French, dramatic art and paint- 
ing in Warrenton, North Carolina. The three children of Wesley 
and Harriet (Porter) Mott were Florence, Mayhew and Elizabeth. 
The elder sister married Ernest S. Bradford, who is a graduate of 
the University of Wisconsin and received his Doctor of Philosophy 
degree from the University of Pennsylvania. He is now professor 
of statistical economics in the College of the City of New York. The 
younger sister, Elizabeth Mott, is employed in the office of the 
Equitable Reserve Association in Neenah. 

Mayhew Mott. began his education in the country school in Win- 
chester Township, Winnebago County, Wisconsin. He continued his 
studies in the schools of Neenah, and graduated from the Neenah 
high school with the class of 1893. He next attended Lawrence Col- 
lege at Appleton, Wisconsin, graduating with the class of 1898. He 
read law in the office and under the direction of his father. In young 
manhood he taught school for a year at Brandon, Wisconsin. After 
his admission to the bar on completing his preparatory studies he 
joined his father in a partnership that was carried on under the firm 
name of Mott & Mott. For four years Mayhew Mott filled the office 
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of city attorney of Neenah and he has served as justice of the peace 
for a number of years. He belongs to both the Winnebago County 
Bar Association and the Wisconsin State Bar Association. 

While Mr. Mott usually follows an independent course in poli- 
tics, he served on the central committee of the Progressive party in 
Wisconsin and was county chairman for the party for two terms. 
He keeps well informed on the questions and issues of the day and 
at all times is ready to support his position by intelligent argument 
in connection with any project or plan which he advocates. Frater- 
nally he is connected with the Loyal Order of Moose. He has mem- 
bership in the Methodist church, in which he is serving as a trustee 
and has been a member of the church board since 1899. 

In September, 1910, Mr. Mott married Emma A. Holmes, of 
Neenah, a daughter of C. M. and Anna M. Holmes. There were four 
children born of that marriage. Ruth, the eldest, is the wife of Rev. 
William Spicer, rector of the Episcopal church at Appleton. She is 
a graduate of Lawrence College of Appleton. Robert, also a gradu- 
ate of Lawrence College, married Althea Coy, of Neenah, and they 
have one son, Thomas. Robert is a member of the armed forces and 
is now stationed at Fort McPherson, Georgia. Marion, a registered 
nurse, received her training at the Theda Clark Hospital of Neenah, 
the Bellevue Hospital of New York City and the Cook County Hos- 
pital of Chicago and is now a captain in the Army Nursing Corps. 
In 1944 she was married to Lieut. Nathan H. Wauda, of Neenah, 
Wisconsin. Edward, a graduate of the Neenah high school, also 
took a course in a business college and is now a sergeant with the 
Twelfth Weather Squadron of the United States Army Air Force in 
Italy. He married Martha Kaphaem, of Tomahawk, Wisconsin. 
Mrs. Mott, the mother of this family, died in 1917. Mr. Mott’s second 
marriage was with Ethel A. Harris, of White Bear, Minnesota, a 
daughter of John A. and Emma (House) Harris. She taught mathe- 
matics in the Neenah and Stoughton schools for several years prior 
to her marriage. There is one child, Jean, of the second marriage. 
Mrs. Mott also belongs to the Neenah Methodist Church. 


HAROLD H. EMCH, resident manager of the A. C. Allyn & Company, 
Inc., of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, is a native of the State of Wisconsin, 
having been born at Limeridge in Sauk County on March 18, 1900. 
He was one of four children born to William T. and Rhoda (Settle) 
Emch. His paternal grandfather was born in Switzerland, but as a 
young man came to the United States, settling in Ohio, where William 
T. Emch was born in 1858. Later this branch of the family moved to 
the dairy country of Wisconsin. At the present time his father is 
living in Beloit, having retired from farming. His mother, like him- 
self, was born at Limeridge in Sauk County, in 1868. Her father, 
Isaac M. Settle, came to Wisconsin about 1840 from West Virginia, 
where he was born of English ancestry. He served as a soldier in the 
Civil War with the well known “Old Iron Brigade’? of Wisconsin. 
His mother, Lucy Payne, came from England to this country in 1778 
with her parents and settled in New Jersey. 

Harold H. Emch’s early education began in the publie schools of 
Limeridge, Wisconsin. Later he went to Beloit for his high school 
training, and he was graduated from this school. Then he began his 
college work at the University of Toledo, which he later left in order 
to get some practical experience in the business world. 

The first position he held was with the Security Bank & Savings 
Company in Toledo, Ohio. In 1924 he came to Milwaukee with the 
American Appraisal Company. A year later, in 1925, he became 
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associated with the A. C. Allyn Company of Milwaukee and has ad- 
vanced in this organization to his present position as resident man- 
ager. This important office he has held for the past seven years. The 
A. C. Allyn Company, an investment organization, was founded in 
1912 in Chicago, Illinois, by Arthur C. Allyn. This company now 
operates branch offices in all the principal cities in the United States. 
It is interesting to note that the Milwaukee branch office was opened 
in the same year the original company was established in Chicago. 
This branch office has been operating continuously for the past thirty- 
three years and is recognized as one of the earliest investment or- 
ganizations in the State of Wisconsin. 

Mr. Emch was united in marriage to Elizabeth Roth, of Sheboy- 
gan, Wisconsin, on September 19, 1924. She is the daughter of 
Adolph G. and Anna Roth, both descendants of early Wisconsin fami- 
lies. Four children were born to this union. They are: Harold H. 
Jr., who was a student at the University of Wisconsin until he left to 
join the United States Navy during the second World War; Thomas 
W., who was graduated from Wauwatosa high school in 1945 and 
enlisted in the Marine Corps; Judith, a student at the Wauwatosa 
high school; and David, a pupil in the grade school of the same city. 

The out-door sports of fishing and hunting are Mr. Emch’s 
favorite hobbies. He has a country home at Lac du Flambeau in Vilas 
County, Wisconsin, which is in the heart of the Land o’ Lakes country 
and affords him an ideal spot in which to pursue either of his hobbies 
the year around. 

The civic and social organizations of which Mr. Emch is a member 
are the Milwaukee Athletic Club and the Westmore Country Club. 
He is a Mason, being affiliated with Wauwautosa Lodge No. 267. The 
Eimch family are members of the Wauwautosa Congregational Church. 


KARL MATHIE, whose history is closely interwoven with the de- 
velopment of Wausau, his native city, passed away December 9, 1938, 
in Los Angeles, California, where he had gone for the winter. His 
was a long, useful and honorable life that made him one of Wiscon- 
sin’s esteemed and representative citizens. He was born April 12, 
1866, a son of Francis Serpah and Katherine Tischer (Kolter) Mathie, 
who were natives of Germany, the former born in Ellwangen, Wurt- 
emburg, November 14, 1827, and the latter in Bavaria, April 9, 1832. 
The name was originally Mathieu and the great-grandfather of Karl 
Mathie was a French cavalier, whose father was a French general 
under Napoleon. Later the family removed to Germany and there re- 
mained until Francis 8S. Mathie came to the United States in 1850. 
After a ten years’ residence in Pennsylvania he left for Wisconsin 
and became the first blacksmith of Wausau, where in 1869 he organ- 
ized the Mathie Brewing Company. It was in Wausau that he married 
Katharine Tischer. 

Their son, Karl Mathie, after mastering the elementary branches 
of learning in the Wausau public schools attended Lawrence College 
of Appleton, where he was graduated with the Bachelor of Arts de- 
gree in 1891, winning the Phi Beta Kappa key and acting as editor 
of the college paper, the Laurentian. He also did postgraduate work 
at Harvard Univer sity in economics and theology. In 1892 he became 
principal of the Wausau high school and three years later was ap- 
pointed assistant pastor of the First Congregational Church at Ap- 
pleton. In 1896 he resumed educational work as superintendent of the 
Wausau schools, continuing in the position until 1905. 

Going to St. Cloud, Minnesota, he organized the Watab Paper 
Company and was its general manager until 1910, when he returned 
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to Wausau and became one of the organizers of the Wausau Sulphate 
Fibre Company, now the Mosinee Paper Mills Company, manufac- 
turers of Kraft pulp and paper, and continued as its president and 
general manager until this country entered the first World War. In 
the meantime, in 1915, he went to Chicago, where with Otto C. Butz 
he organized a society called The American Friends of German De- 
mocracy, composed of loyal Americans of German descent who sought 
to present the cause of the United States to German Americans and 
the people of Germany. During 1917 and 1918 he was a member 
of the public information bureau under George Creel. 

The year 1919 found Mr. Mathie again actively associated with 
business affairs in Wausau, where he promoted the organization of 
the Wausau Motor Parts Company and the Wausau Citizens Loan 
& Investment Company. His political allegiance was given the Demo- 
cratic party and in 1902 he was its candidate for the office of state 
superintendent of education, while in 1922 he sought the nomination 
for the governorship in the Democratic primaries and in 1932 the 
nomination for Congress, but though his political ambition was not 
gratified he served the public in many helpful ways, organizing the 
second troop of Boy Scouts in Wausau and serving as county scout 
commissioner, while in 1899 he was president of the Northeastern 
Wisconsin Teachers Association. From 1913 to 1916 he was the first 
president of the Wausau board of industrial education. In 1910 he 
was made a trustee of Lawrence College, serving until his death, 
and he was state chairman of the Woodrow Wilson Foundation Fund. 

Mr. Mathie was a member and trustee of the Universalist church 
of Wausau and was a prominent figure in Masonic circles, with mem- 
bership in Forest Lodge, of which he became worshipful master. He 
took the degrees of York Rite Masonry in Wausau Chapter, R.A.M., 
Wausau Council, R. & S.M., and St. Omer Commandery, K. T., and 
he likewise belonged to the Wisconsin Consistory and Tripoli Temple 
of the Shrine in Milwaukee. He had membership in the American 
Political Science Association, the State Historical Society, the Har- 
vard Club of Wisconsin, the Wausau Country Club, the Wausau Club 
and the Wausau Rotary Club, of which he was president. 

At Appleton, Wisconsin, July 27, 1892, Mr. Mathie wedded Caro- 
line Hamilton Briggs, who was born January 238, 1872, a daughter 
of Theodore Wood and Leona Souberville (Dane) Briggs. Theodore 
Wood Briggs married Leona Souberville Dane, who was born in 
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, August 20, 18438, a daughter of Thomas and 
Elizabeth (Locke) Dane. Coming to Wisconsin with his parents in 
1858, Theodore W. Briggs engaged in the insurance business through- 
out his adult life. He had membership in the Masonic order and he 
and his wife belonged to the Congregational church. 

Their daughter, Caroline Hamilton, became the wife of Karl 
Mathie, and to them were born three children. Karl Theodore died 
when twelve years of age. Elizabeth Katharine, born at Appleton, 
March 8, 1896, received her education in the Wausau schools, at Lake 
Forest Academy, and after graduation from Stevens Point Teachers 
College taught domestic science in the Wausau high school until her 
marriage June 11, 1924, to Karl James Tippett, a son of Dr. James 
H. and Mary (Jerome) ‘Tippett. Mr. Tippett served in World War I 
as a first lieutenant of the Tenth Infantry of the Fourteen Division. 
Their three children are: James Earl, born July 17, 1926, and now a 
fireman first class, in the U.S. Navy, V.S.N.S.B.; Karl Mathie, born 
September 10, 1928, and Ralph Buell Tippett, born October 4, 1982. 
Cornelia Zoa Mathie, the younger daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Karl 
Mathie, was born May 25, 1900, at Wausau, where she received her 
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early education before attending Milwaukee Downer. Having an ex- 
ceptionally fine voice, she later studied with Mrs. Samuel Wright, of 
Chicago. She became the wife of James Adam Bell, of Detroit, a son 
of Fred Scott and Jessie (Wright) Bell. James A. Bell also served in 
the first World War, as captain of the Three Hundred Eleventh Sup- 
ply Train of the Highty-sixth Division. They now live in Detroit, 
Michigan, where he is chief of the preventive maintenance sec- 
tion, with offices in the Union Guardian building. They have two 
children, Elizabeth Mathie and Cornelia James. Elizabeth Mathie Bell, 
a graduate of Northwestern University, member of Pi Beta Phi, mar- 
ried, February 7, 1942, at Evanston, Illinois, Robert G. Link, who was 
born at Chicago, September 4, 1916, a son of Robert William and 
Sophia (Orgleman) Link. Robert Link is also a graduate of North- 
western University, a member of Phi Kappa Psi. Their son is Robert 
James, born at Cleveland, Ohio, December 16, 1942. Cornelia James 
Bell is a student at Milwaukee Downer. 

Mrs. Mathie is not only active in the social life of her community 
but has given generously of her time and effort to Red Cross work, 
serving as a Gray Lady and spending many hours in preparing sur- 
gical dressings. She is a member of the Colonial Dames and of the 
Universalist church. 


DAVID CLARK EVEREST. When a comparison is made between his 
initial position in the business world and the position of distinction 
to which he has attained in connection with the paper industry the 
record of Davd Clark Everest seems almost to partake of the spec- 
tacular, yet it has been the unfaltering patience and the plodding per- 
sistency of business life that has brought him to the place of leader- 
ship which he now occupies as a manufacturer in the field in which he 
has so long labored. He is today the president of the Marathon Cor- 
poration, and throughout the country he is regarded as an authority 
on paper manufacturing, as indicated in the fact that for several 
years he was the president of the American Paper and Pulp Asso- | 
ciation. 

Born in Pine Grove, Michigan, October 13, 1883, Mr. Everest is a 
son of John Henry and Gertrude (Clark) Everest, and his equipment 
for life’s practical and responsible duties was the training he received 
in the public schools of Gobles, Michigan. At sixteen years of age he 
was working as office boy for the Bryant Paper Company of Kalama- 
zoo, Michigan, and during his connection with that concern from 1900 
until 1902 he was advanced to the position of bookkeeper. He left 
that company to accept the position of assistant manager of the Muni- 
sing Paper Company in Munising, Michigan, where he remained for 
five years, and took another forward step in the business world by 
becoming manager for the Williams Gray Company of Chicago, Thli- 
nois, with which he was connected from 1907 until 1909. 

Mr. Everest’s connection with the paper industry of Wisconsin 
dates from the latter year, when he became general manager of the 
Marathon Corporation, paper manufacturers, converters and paper ~ 
and food package manufacturers. As such he has continued to guide 
the operations of the business. In 1938 he was elected to the presi- 
dency. The Marathon Corporation was organized February 13, 1909, 
with an initial capitalization of seventy-five hundred shares of com- 
mon stock of one hundred dollars par value, Mr. Everest becoming 
one of the original stockholders and the general manager. In May, 
1909, the construction of the dam was begun and the work of erecting 
the buildings was undertaken in July. A little later some houses were 
built for employes on a hill northeast of the plant, constituting the 
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nucleus of what is now the village of Rothschild. Plant operation 
was begun November 18, 1910, on one of the three machines installed, 
a Cylinder, work on the Fourdrinier was begun December 1, 1910, 
and the third machine, a Yankee, then the largest of its kind in the 
country, was put in operation on the first of January, 1911. These 
three machines allowed a great diversity in manufactured products, 
which proved a very wise step, and the company started out on a suc- 
cessful basis, increasing its stock shares to ten thousand on February 
5, 1910. Not all days in the history of the business, however, have 
been equally bright, for on two occasions disastrous floods occurred, 
one on October 5, 1911, when it became necessary to dynamite an 
opening around the west end of the dam, rendering generators and 
“powerhouse unusable and destroying large supplies. In order to make 
repairs the company issued six thousand shares of six per cent pre- 
ferred stock, and had maintained manufacturing operations only a 
few months when on July 23, 1912, a second flood occurred. 

- The future did not look very bright at that time, but with courage 
and determination the company set to work to recuperate their heavy 
losses and in the end won success. By 1916 they installed a second 
Yankee machine for manufacturing light watermarked wrapping 
paper and the company the same year developed a bleach-lined board, 
believing it to be the proper material for food packaging. On No- 
vember 18, 1920, the capital stock was increased to four million dol- 
lars, followed by another increase October 10, 1927, for the purpose 
of purchasing the Menasha Printing & Carton Company of Menasha, 
Wisconsin. Then was added a converting plant in Milwaukee, a 
sawmill in Ironwood and cutting rights for timber in Canada, the last 
enabling the company to secure a long time supply of spruce wood 
for the Rothschild pulp mill and also a cheap and continuous supply 
of high grade wood to be used in the manufacture of bleached sul- 
phate pulp. Mr. Everest is now engaged in building a 300-ton daily 
capacity bleached sulphate pulp mill in Marathon, Ontario. Fortune 
magazine wrote a long article concerning the Marathon Corporation, 
setting forth that its outstanding features have been “its enterprise, 
the special products that it has developed in its own laboratory and 
its faith in technology and research. Marathon is one of a small 
group of explorers that are opening up the frontiers of paper. It 
gets its stability from the fact that its markets are so diversified that 
it doesn’t have to depend on any one of them.” The Company’s plants 
now employ 3200 persons. 

Recognition of his strong business qualifications on the part of 
others has caused his cooperation to be sought in many lines of busi- 
ness and in addition to his connection with the Marathon Corporation 
Mr. Everest is president of the Marathon Paper Mills of Canada, Ltd. ; 
vice president and a director of the Masonite Corporation of Laurel, 
Mississippi; vice president and director of the Longview Fibre Com- 
pany of Longview, Washington; vice president of the Tomahawk 
Kraft Paper Company of Tomahawk, Wisconsin; a director of the 
D. J. Murray Manufacturing Company of Wausau, Wisconsin, and 
of the Yawkey-Bissell Lumber Company of White Lake, Wisconsin: 
vice president and director of the Employers Mutual Liability In- 
surance Company and a director of the Marathon Electric Manufac- 
turing Corporation, the last two also of Wausau. 

Something of Mr. Everest’s high standing in business circles is 
manifest in his public connections with the paper industry. He 
served as chief consultant of the paper and pulp unit of the Office 
of Production Management from September, 1940, to October, 1941; 
was president of the ,American Paper and Pulp Association from 
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1927 to 1928 and again from 1937 until February, 1940, and is now 
its vice president and a member of its executive committee; vice 
president of the Institute of Paper Chemistry of Appleton, Wisconsin ; 
a member of the pulp and paper industry committee of the War Pro- 
duction Board; was president of the Wisconsin Manufacturers Asso- 
ciation in 1937 and now one of its directors; and is also a trustee of 
Lawrence College of Appleton, Wisconsin. Mr. Everest was the 
recipient of the Technical Association of the Pulp and Paper Industry 
medal for oustanding contribution to the technical advancement of 
the industry in February, 1944, being the only non-technical man to 
whom this medal has ever been awarded. . 

September 20, 1905, Mr. Everest married Rita Gouin and their 
three children are Helen Gertrude, the wife of Kenneth J. Kimball; 
Ruth, the wife of Norman E. Weaver; and David Clark Jr., who mar- 
ried Patricia Thoomy. David Clark Jr. is in the army air forces, 318 
T/e Air Command. 


St. Mary’s PARISH of Menasha dedicated its first church in 1867 
with the Rev. Francis Uhlemeyer its first resident pastor. He en- 
tered upon a work that has been carried steadily forward with the 
passing years. The parish has the distinction of building the first 
Catholic school in the Green Bay diocese, which was opened in 1868, 
under the care of the Sisters of St. Francis. In 1874 the Sisters of 
Notre Dame took charge and have since taught in St. Mary’s school. 

When Father Uhlemeyer concluded his labors in Menasha in 
1871 he was succeeded by Rev. Joseph Nussbaum and a little later 
Father J. Jaster took up the work, remaining until his death in 
1875. Under the guidance of the next pastor, Father Andrew Seu- 
bert, the work of the church was constantly expanded. It was said 
of him that “he was a man of unusual qualities, universally beloved, 
and his counsel was sought by all.” On Ash Wednesday of 1883 the 
church was destroyed by fire, but with untiring zeal the people 
rallied to rebuild the edifice, which was dedicated in November of 
that same year. It is a beautiful structure, crowned with a well 
proportioned spire, and has a seating capacity of nine hundred. Dur- 
ing Father Seubert’s pastorate a new school was also erected in 1893, 
with eight classrooms and a large auditorium. In March, 1901, 
Rev. N. Hens became pastor and he was succeeded in 1905 by the 
Rev. Peter Schmitz, who remained in charge until his death in 1914. 

On November 6th of that year Right Reverend Monsignor John 
Hummel was assigned to St. Mary’s, where he has since continued 
his labors, now covering over thirty years. He was born in Wur- 
temberg, Germany, August 29, 1862. He came to America as a boy 
and entered St. Francis College at Quincy, Illinois, and later pursued 
his studies in philosophy and theology in St. Francis Seminary of 
Milwaukee in preparation for the priesthood. From there his bishop 
sent him back to the University of Innsbruck to complete his studies 
and following his return to America he was ordained to the priesthood 
June 24, 1888. His first assignment took him to Stockbridge, Wis- 
consin, where he was pastor for two years and then spent an equal 
time at Merrill and Custer. He was then transferred to New London, 
Wisconsin, where he continued his labors for seven years, when he 
was assigned to the cathedral at Green Bay, continuing there until 
appointed to St. Mary’s Church in Menasha. On the golden anni- 
versary of his first Mass, on July 4, 1938, Pope Pius XI created him 
a domestic prelate with the title of Right Reverend Monsignor. His 
labors have been of far-reaching importance in extending the influence 
and work of the parish. He has been instrumental in building the new 
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rectory, a gymnasium and the vestibule and front entrance to the 
church. He established the Catholic high school in Menasha, which 
held its first graduation exercises in 1929 and in the following year 
was placed on the list of accredited high schools of the North Central 
Association. The grade and high schools have an enrollment of nearly 
one thousand students while the parish numbers about seven hundred 
families. A band, football and baseball teams are maintained at the 
school and every attention is given to the social development of the 
parish. In 1943 the school publication, The Renard, dedicated its 
issues to the seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of the parish. 
Assisting Monsignor Hummel as principal of the high school is 
_Father Joseph Becker. Monsignor Hummel has membership with the 
Knights of Columbus and the Catholic Knights of Wisconsin. 


JOHN WATKINS MARINER. Milwaukee has reason to be proud of 
the record of many of her native sons, including that of John Watkins 
Mariner, who for many years was numbered with the leading business 
men of the city. He was the president of the Mariner Realty Com- 
pany, and his wisdom and sound business judgment were manifest in 
the prosperity which crowned his efforts. He had reached the sixty- 
second milestone on life’s journey when he passed away in this city 
June 25, 1930, for he was born here February 8, 1868, in the old 
Solomon Juneau residence at the corner of Milwaukee and Juneau 
avenues, where for several years after the Mariners took up their 
abode there the Indians would return to seek their old friend Solomon 
Juneau. 

The ancestral line is traced back to Yates County, New York, 
where lived Miles and Millicent (Sealy) Mariner. Their son, Ephraim 
Mariner, entered Hamilton College in Clinton, New York, and in 1849 
was graduated with the Bachelor of Arts degree, while later the 
LL.D. was conferred on him. He entered upon the active work of 
his chosen profession as assistant in the law office of Evart Van 
Buren in Penn Yan, but the year 1850 chronicled his removal to 
Wisconsin, and from that time forward until his demise he remained 
a resident of Milwaukee. He was first connected with the law office 
of Coon & Hunter and in 1851 he passed the examination whereby he 
was made a member of the Wisconsin bar. He thus became one of 
the pioneer lawyers of the city and from 1872 until 1876 was the 
senior member of the law firm of Mariner, Smith & Ordway. At first 
he engaged in general practice but later specialized in real estate and 
corporation law. He belonged to the Wisconsin State Bar Association 
and the American Bar Association, and at the time of his death was 
the third oldest member of the Milwaukee Bar Association. In No- 
vember, 1850, Ephraim Mariner wedded Lucinda Watkins, of Water- 
loo, New York, and their family numbered two sons: William, who 
was forty-four years of age at the time of. his death in 1906; and John 
Watkins. As the years passed on Ephraim Mariner acquired much 
valuable property in both the residential and down-town districts of 
the city. 

After obtaining his elementary education in Markham Academy 
of Milwaukee, John W. Mariner spent two years as a student in St. 
Paul’s School of Concord, New Hampshire, and then took a prepara- 
tory course in the Hopkins School of Boston, Massachusetts. He 
became a Harvard graduate in 1891 and during his college days there 
he was manager of the football team, a member of the Hasty Pudding 
Club and Delta Kappa Epsilon. He began reading law in his father’s 
office in order to familiarize himself with the law relating to land- 
lords and tenants and subjects connected with real estate and water 
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power. He was president of the Green Bay and Mississippi Canal 
Company, a water power concern with offices in Appleton, Wisconsin, 


and he was also in charge of important realty interests. The Mariner 


Realty Company was organized in 1920, with John W. Mariner as 
president, and he continued to fill that position until his death. An 
early investment of the family was what was known at The Mariner 
Farm, embracing a tract of land on Oakland Avenue, including the 
present site of Columbia Hospital and the Milwaukee University 
School. The property also extended west of the Milwaukee Downer 
College for many blocks, and with the growth of the city this became 
very valuable. In 1927 Mr. Mariner presented to Marquette Uni- 
versity a large collection of law books which had been owned by his 
father, many of them being valuable sources of information on taxes 
and real estate law, this gift making the University’s law library one 
of the largest and finest in the Middle West. At the same time he 
presented the school with a collection of very fine steel engravings of 
the justices of the Supreme Court. 

A man of marked philanthropic spirit, Mr. Mariner was a generous 
contributor to many public and private organizations formed for the 
benefit and assistance of his fellow men. He was always deeply 
interested in the moral progress of the city. In cooperation with 
J. E. Friend he established Columbia Hospital, and always took a 
very helpful interest in its development and for many years served 
as president of its board. He rendered valuable service to the Gov- 
ernment during the first World War in the capacity of chairman for 
Wisconsin of the American Protective League. He was a member and 
at one time president of the Harvard Club of Milwaukee, and also 
president of the Milwaukee Club for many years and belonged to the 
University Club, the Milwaukee Country Club, the Oconomowoc 
Country Club and the Midwick Club of California. He greatly en- 
joyed many sports and was one of the first to take up the game of 
golf in Milwaukee. He had much to do with organizing the Milwaukee 
Country Club, of which his brother was the first president, and he 
also gave much time and attention to laying out the golf course of the 
Oconomowoc Country Club. In early manhood he spent much time 
in sailing on Lake Michigan and the smaller lakes of the state and 
was part owner of the Viola, then one of the best known sailing 
boats on Lake Michigan. He pioneered in the sport of ice-boating 
and owned several iceboats, some of which he designed and built. 
Hunting was a keen source of pleasure for him and each year found 
him at the Caw Caw Shooting Club for the fall hunting. 

One of Mr. Mariner’s chief interests was etchings, which he de- 
lighted to collect and study, and he became the owner of some of the 
finest examples of the art, both old and modern. Among his personal 
characteristics was an unfailing courtesy, combined with kindness and 
thorough reliability. He manifested marked helpfulness, especially 
toward older people, and his quiet charm endeared him to all with 
whom he came in contact. 


Mrs. JOHN W. MARINER, whose name is closely associated with the 
cultural, educational and civic interests of Milwaukee, as well as with 
important business affairs, was born in Chicago, Illinois, August 6, 
1869, and was given the name Mary Fargo Antisdel, her parents being 
Albert and Sophia Metcalf (Bradford) Antisdel. 

On the 17th of October, 1894, she became the wife of John W. 
Mariner. She has lived in Milwaukee from her early girlhood. She 
became the mother of three daughters, all born in Milwaukee, of 
whom Millicent Watkins Mariner, born August 11, 1895, died Febru- 
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ary 13, 1902. The second of the family, Polly Antisdel Mariner, born 
in 1898, became the wife of Emmet A. Donnelly and later mar- 
ried Stanley Stone of Milwaukee. She has one daughter, Deirdre 
Donnelly. Constance, the youngest daughter, on the 17th of Novem- 
ber, 1926, became the wife of Joseph Durand Patton, a member of one 
of Milwaukee’s oldest families. They now have three children: Polly 
Antisdel Patton, born in March, 1928; John Mariner Patton, born 
November 4, 1932; and Joseph Durand Patton Jr., born February 
1, 1934. Mrs. Mariner has long been prominently known because of 
her activity in connection with social and civic affairs of Milwaukee 
and Wisconsin. She was a leader in women’s war work in this state 
during the first World War, serving as chairman of the Milwaukee 
County Council of Defense, and she was the head of the Wisconsin 
State society of the National League for Women’s Service, in which 
connection she traveled widely, organizing the various counties in 
Wisconsin. An organization of 10,000 women was formed for Liberty 
Loan work in Wisconsin of which Mrs. Mariner was state chairman. 
A tribute was paid to her tireless efforts by Marquette University, as 
well as by other institutions and individuals throughout Wisconsin. 
She served as president of the Woman’s Club of Wisconsin in 1910 and 
1911, and was reelected in 1921 for a third term, being the only presi- 
dent to have served three terms in the history of the club. For many 
years she was a trustee of Milwaukee Downer College. She has served 
as trustee of the Milwaukee Art Institute and has been a member of 
the board of directors of Columbia Hospital many years. She is a 
member of the Family Welfare Association. She was one of the first 
group to organize the Community Fund and served on its executive 
committee many years. A member of the Colonial Dames, she served 
as its president in 1911. She was governor of the Mayflower Society 
for the State of Wisconsin in 1926 and at present is chairman for 
Wisconsin of the Order of Descendants of Colonial Governors. In 
all of these organizations she has been very active and helpful, and her 
efforts have contributed much to their usefulness and to the promo- 
tion of their purposes. 

After her husband’s death Mrs. Mariner was elected 40 the presi- 
dency of the Mariner Realty Company and still occupies that office. 
Her wide and varied training in connection with war activities de- 
veloped in her those qualities which have made her a most capable 
and efficient business woman. The building at the corner of East 
Mason and North Milwaukee was erected under her planning and 
supervision in 19387. Mrs. Mariner as president of the Mariner 
Realty Company is thus contributing to the material development and 
progress of the city, as she has done to its civic, intellectual, patriotic 
and artistic growth. 


Louis A. PRADT. The life record of Louis A. Pradt covered almost 
eight-three years. In his profession—the practice of law—he dis- 
played the closest conformity to high ethical standards in his chosen 
calling, and in every relation of life he rendered valued service to 
his fellowmen, being particularly active in the Red Cross and in 
church work, so that when death called him on June 26, 1934, it was 
a matter of deep regret to all who had known and been associated 
with him. He was born in Coudersport, Pennsylvania, November 
14, 1851, a son of Charles and Esther (Emmons) Pradt. The ances- 
tors of the Pradt family came from Alsace-Lorraine. Charles Pradt 
was born in New Hampshire and his wife was a native of the State 
of New York. After living in the East until 1855 they came with 
their sons to Wisconsin, settling in Plymouth. 
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Louis A. Pradt was educated in the schools of Plymouth and 
for several years in his young manhood engaged in teaching 
school, but at length decided to make the practice of law his life 
work and enrolled as a law student in the University of Wisconsin, 
where he won his Bachelor of Laws degree as a member of the class 
of 1881. He then came to Wausau, where he opened an office and 
began practice, joining Neal Brown in a partnership in 1884. With 
the passing years his practice steadily developed in volume and 
importance and in 1897 he was appointed United States assistant 
attorney general by President McKinley, serving in that position for 
nine years, tendering his resignation in 1906. During his tenure of 
office in the national capital he was also one of the organizers of the 
American Red Cross and he did important work in that field in 
Wausau and in Washington during the first World War. While in the 
latter city he was'a member of two of its leading clubs—Chevy Chase 
and Cosmos clubs. 

In 1909 Mr. Pradt returned to Wausau to again take up the pri- 
vate practice of law, in which he excelled, long holding a place in the 
foremost ranks of the legal profession in this state. After the death 
of his partner, Neal Brown, in 1917 he was joined by Fred Genrich, 
and in 1920 they admitted their sons, Louis A. Pradt Jr. and Fred 
Genrich Jr., to a partnership. Some years before Mr. Pradt and his 
former partner, Mr. Brown, had organized the Wausau Law & Land 
Association, of which Mr. Pradt was one of the directors and the 
vice president. He was also one of the founders and promoters of the 
Wausau Record-Herald, becoming a stockholder and director of 
that company. . 

On the 25th of July, 1890, Mr. Pradt married Charlotte Atwater, 
a daughter of Merritt and Charlotte (Smith) Atwater. The Atwater 
family is of English lineage and has been represented in the United 
States through six generations. Mrs. Pradt’s parents were both born 
in New Haven, Connecticut, and the father became a very prominent 
lumberman of Milwaukee, wheie his daughter was educated in Dow- 
ner College. Mr. and Mrs. Pradt have a family of two sons and a 
daughter, of whom Louis A. Jr. was born April 25, 1894, and is now 
one of the leading attorneys of Wausau. He was educated in Phillips 
Exeter Academy, Racine College, Beloit College and the University 
of Wisconsin, where he won his Bachelor of Laws degree, and he 
also spent one year in Harvard University. He married Winifred 
Krebs, of Johnstown, Pennsylvania, and their three children are: 
Robert Winston, who was born September 4, 1928; Louis A. III., 
born November 17, 1931; and Daniel Jones, born January 27, 1936. 
Alan Pradt the second son, was born in Washington, D. C., Novem- 
ber 18, 1900, completed his education in the University of Wisconsin 
and is now with the Rhinelander Paper Company at Rhinelander, 
Wisconsin. He married Marie Wendland, of Chicago, and they have 
a son, Alan W., who was born September 11, 1941, and a daughter 
Mary, born October 2, 1944. Charlotte Rowena, the only daughter, 
was born in Washington D. C., February 12, 1907, attended the 
Cathedral school in the capital and later studied in Oberlin College, 
where she specialized in music. She is now the wife of Marshall H. 
Smith, of De Pere, Wisconsin, and they have three children: Sandra, 
who was born August 38, 1934; Howard, born August 22, 1936; and 
Stephen Atwater, born October 27, 1938. 

Mr. Pradt was always deeply interested in the public welfare 
of his community, commonwealth and country. For many years he 
served as president of the county organization of the Red Cross and 


‘his cooperation was always counted upon, and received in support 
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of measures and projects for the general good. In 1908 he was the 
organizer and promoter of the Wausau Country Club and he was a 
member of the Wisconsin State Golf Association, a game of golf 
being his principal form of recreation. He belonged to the State 
Historical Association and he had membership with the Masonic 
Order and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. He was a 
consistent and lifelong member of the Episcopal church, in which 
he served as senior warden, and four times he was chosen as a dele- 
gate to the general convention of the church. His entire life com- 
manded the respect and confidence of all who knew him and he 
enjoyed the friendship of the rich and the poor, the humble and 
_ the great. Mrs. Pradt, who is the charming mistress of a lovely home, 
was always her husband’s helpmate and a devoted wife and mother. 
She went with Mr. Pradt to Washington when his public duties called 
him there, and hke him, she became a helpful member of the Red Cross. 
Her musical talent was early developed, so that she has long been 
an accomplished musician. She retains her membership in the Epis- 
copal church and is interested in all that pertains to the uplift of 
the individual and the benefit of the community. 


NorTON J. WILLIAMS, of Neenah, is the supreme president of the 
Equitable Reserve Association and a well known figure in the life 
insurance circles of Wisconsin. His memory goes back to the time 
forty or more years ago when he was working in the hay field with 
his father who spoke to him of the Equitable Reserve Association, 
telling him that the organization was a good one. Norton Williams 
was then too young to join, but he never forgot his father’s endorse- 
ment of the society and when he was eighteen years of age he put in 
his application for membership. 

Born on a farm at Pheasant Branch, near Madison, Wisconsin, 
Mr. Williams is a son of Eugene and Margaret: (Wright) Williams. 
His father was born in the State of New York and was descended from 
Vermont ancestry, while the mother, a native of Illinois, was a 
descendant of an old Virginia family and was the daughter of Andrew 
Wright, who served as a soldier in the Mexican War. Eugene Williams 
was one of three children and his brother, John M. Williams, was a 
soldier of the Civil War, going to the front with the Eighth Wisconsin 
Volunteer Infantry. The Williams family were pioneer settlers of 
Dane County, Wisconsin, where Eugene Williams took up the occupa- 
tion of farming. 

It was in a rural school in that locality that Norton J. Williams 
began his education and later he was a high school pupil in Middleton 
and next attended Madison College at Madison, Wisconsin, where he 
started out in business as an employe of the Gisholt Machine Com- 
pany. Later he was with the Democrat Printing Company there in 
advertising and sales promotion work and when seventeen years had 
passed he entered the insurance field. 

On the 9th of February, 1905, at Madison, Mr. Williams joined 
the Equitable Reserve Association and in that year went to Black 
River Falls, Wisconsin, becoming the first secretary when the assembly 
was there organized. Subsequently he represented the company in 
Middleton and then returned to Madison. He first attended a state 
convention of the company at Milwaukee in 1910 and in 1918 was 
elected state president, while in 1922 he was made a supreme trustee 
and in 1925 became field manager. The following year he was elected 
supreme vice president and became supreme president in 1988, since 
which time he has given his attention to the management and execu- 
tive control of the business, which under his direction has made 
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substantial gains and advancement. He assisted in making the plans 
for the merger of the Fraternal Reserve Association and the Equitable 
Fraternal Union and changing the name to the Equitable Reserve 
Association. He serves as chairman of the board of trustees, which 
has charge of the society’s interests when the supreme assembly is 
not in session, is chairman of the executive committee and a member 
of the committees on finance, claims and applications. The merger 
of the Fraternal Reserve Association and the Equitable Fraternal 
Union was discussed some years before it was effected, and plans 
were made that ultimately brought about the merger on January 1, 
1930, at which time the name was changed to the Equitable Reserve 
Association. The combined assets of the new society were $7,353,664, 
and ‘while many life insurance companies failed about that time—the 
time of the widespread depression—the Equitable Reserve Association 
was in such strong financial position that it could stand the stress of 
the times and still show a gain. The total assets of the company on 
January 1, 1945, were $10,378,754, after a deduction was made for 
a reserve to meet market fluctuations in their assets. The building 
of the company at Neenah, Wisconsin, is a beautiful stone structure, 
built in the pure Greek style of architecture as seen in the ancient 
Parthenon in Athens, and its offices are light and airy, so that its 
employes work under ideal conditions. 

Mr. Williams married Miss Mary Antelman, a daughter of Wil- 
liam Antelman, of Mazomanie, Wisconsin, and they have a daughter, 
Ruth Ann. Mr. Williams has long taken an active part in public 
affairs and was a director of the Northwest Lutheran Theological 
Seminary of Minneapolis. Since 1928 he has been a director of the 
National Manufacturers Bank of Neenah and was a director of the 
Provident Loan & Building Association of Madison. He has served 
as chairman of the board of supervisors of Dane County and as 
secretary of the board of appeals in Madison, and in Neenah he has 
given active aid to the planning commission as its secretary, has been 
president of the board of education and has otherwise promoted the 
general good. He is now chairman of the Neenah chapter of the Red 
Cross and a member of the War Finance Commission. He has mem- 
bership with the Masons, the Knights of Pythias and the Moose and 
he belongs to the Neenah Club, of which he has served as president. 
His cooperation is considered a valuable asset in any project with 
which he becomes allied and he deserves much credit for what he has 
accomplished in business and may well be proud of the fact that 
through sheer ability and worth he has been advanced from a humble 
position with the Equitable Reserve Association to that of supreme 
president. 


CAPTAIN HERBERT A. THORNDIKE, whose title is indicative of his 
military service in the United States Army, is now the president of 
the March Engineering Company of Oshkosh and an officer in several 
other productive industries of this section of Wisconsin. A New 
Englander by birth, he was born in Shelburne Falls, Massachusetts, 
on July 14, 1881. Captain Thorndike is a member of a very dis- 
tinguished family, being a direct lineal descendant of Sir Charles 
Thorndike, who was dean of Westminster Abbey in England and is 
buried there. One of Sir Charles’ sons and namesake became the 
founder of the family in the new world, becoming a noted ship owner 
in Boston, Massachusetts. When the colonies inaugurated a move- 
ment to win their independence he was a leader in the Massachusetts 
movement and an officer in the colonial forces, serving throughout 
the Revolutionary War. 
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Two brothers also came to this country following the successful 
outcome of the Revolution and one of these, John, became the great- 
great-grandfather of Captain Thorndike. John was also in the ship- 
ping business, his ships plying coastwise from Boston to Argentine 
and later to England. John Thorndike was also a very large land 
owner in Boston and was noted for his many gifts to the city of 
Boston, including their first public library. He owned the larger 
part of the present day business section of the city. A relic of early 
Colonial days is still one of the prize reminders to the Thorndike 
family being retained by the Thorndike estate. It is a perpetual 
ownership in the Old South Church of the original pew assigned to 
the first Thorndike when the church was built. 

The parents of Captain Thorndike were Herbert A. Thorndike 
Sr. and Celia M. (Cushing) Thorndike, both natives of Plymouth, 
Massachusetts, who spent their entire lives in New England. They 
had a family of nine children, of whom Captain Thorndike is the 
‘fifth in order of birth, the others being Mary T., Caroline, Celia T., 
Fanny, Roth F., Charles, Anna and Luene B. 

The Captain acquired his early education in Arms Academy at 
Shelburne Falls, Massachusetts, later attending Clark University 
in Worcester, Massachusetts. Captain Thorndike became a mechan- 
ical engineer of note. He entered the U. 8S. Army and was soon pro- 
moted to chief engineer of the Southeast Department, U. S. Air 
Service, under the late General Frank Andrews, attached to the gen- 
eral’s staff. Captain Thorndike was appointed as chief engineer of the 
Philippine Islands in 1922, but refused the commission to resign and 
enter civilian life and a business career. 

He served throughout World War I with distinction and was the 
originator of what was then known as the Standard Engineering 
System, a textbook adopted by the War College for use at all air 
service fields and stations of the time. This system was taught by 
Captain Thorndike to other engineer officers, who in turn utilized 
the system in their varicus other assignments in the United States 
and colonial territories. 

Following World War I Captain Thorndike organized a consulting 
engineering service and was employed by several concerns, his work 
taking him to all the countries south of the border and many other 
foreign countries. 

In 1941 Captain Thorndike organized the March Engineering 
Co. in Oshkosh and has produced for the Government continuously 
since that time. The March Engineering Co. employs about one 
hundred men and women (1945), who will be retained after the 
cessation of hostilities in the postwar production of magnetic chucks, 
hydraulic jacks and other items of a mechanical nature. 

Captain Thorndike is a member of the Masonic fraternity, the 
Knights of Pythias, the Improved Order of Redmen, the American 
Society of Tool Engineers, the Army Ordnance Association and many 
other activities of national and local interest. 

On August 4, 1923, Captain Thorndike was married to Bertha 
Caroline Dawson, of Orlando, Florida. Miss Dawson was a native 
of Orlando and graduated from the high school and St. James School. 
She was a member of the Episcopal church until her death January 
16, 1945. Captain and Mrs. Thorndike had two children, Bertha, 
born December 4, 1925, and Carolyn, born January 4, 1929. 

The lines of Captain Thorndike’s life have been cast in harmony 
with those of a very distinguished and honored ancestry, being 
characterized by a marked and unswerving devotion to duty and 
his faith in humanity in general, his many interests being centered 
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in his belief in and assistance to any movement that makes life better 
for those around him and associated with him. He is a well-known 
supporter of and a director of the Red Cross, several orphanages for 
children and many boys’ organizations. 


JOHN FRASER WOODMANSEE, a versatile business man of Milwau- 
kee, is a lawyer and editor, and he has won distinction as publisher of 
The Daily Reporter, one of the leading official newspapers of the city 
and county, being unique in its court, financial, building and business 
news. It has been copied in almost every large city in the United 
States. He also has rendered great service to abstract companies by 
instituting a new, simplified and efficient system of records relating to 
real estate titles. It has been adopted by all of the companies in 
Milwaukee. 

Mr. Woodmansee was born at Grand Blanc, Michigan, on February 
16, 1875, the son of Rev. William and Persis (Webster) Woodmansee. 
His ancestors, Scotch-English, have been in this country for many 
generations, having participated in all the major conflicts which es- 
tablished this country as a nation and preserved it as a union and as 
a democracy. His father after graduating from Oberlin College in 
Ohio and Yale University became a Congregational minister, having 
as the absorbing interest in his life the betterment of conditions for 
the less fortunate. He founded the first Children’s Home Society, 
an organization which supervised the adoption of homeless children. 
Today the Children’s Aid Society carries on the work which had been 
planned by him so many years ago. His life was sacrificed for his 
country, for while he was serving in the Civil War with the Seventh 
Ohio Infantry: he was taken prisoner and never fully recovered his 
health from the sufferings which he endured in a Confederate prison. 
Leroy Warren Woodmansee, brother of Mr. Woodmansee, was a grad- 
uate of Purdue University School of Engineering, and was an engineer 
with the North Western Railroad until the First World War, when 
he and his two sons entered the service. He was commissioned a 
major in the Reserve Engineer Corps. He died in Milwaukee in 
1943. Another brother, William Ross Woodmansee, was a business 
man in Detroit. He died recently in San Diego, California, where he 
had retired. 

Mr. Woodmansee had his early education at Oberlin College, where 
he studied music. Being a great lover of music and having a keen 
appreciation for classical music, he has attended every Chicago Sym- 
phony since 1889. During his college years he earned his way as an 
organist in several churches. While in attendance at the University 
of Wisconsin he was first violinist with the University orchestra. 
Having had so much enjoyment himself in his musical activities, it 
has been an absorbing ambition in his life to interest young people in 
developing their musical talents and to have an appreciation for 
classical music. 

In 1899 he received the LL.B. degree from the University of Wis- 
consin Law School and started his practice in Milwaukee. He has 
been located in the same office at 424 Kast Wells Street since 1910. 
When North Milwaukee was reorganized after the Supreme Court 
invalidated the village organization law he acted as the attorney. 
Since about 1899, when The Daily Reporter was founded, he has been 
the publisher. 

He married Janet Eugenia Maxfield, who was a graduate of 
Milwaukee School of Music, and was very active in musical circles 
of Milwaukee. She died in 1986. They had one son, Webster Wood- 
mansee. Later Mr. Woodmansee married Jan Carre, who was born 
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in France, but came to America when she was seventeen years old. 
She became a well known member of the New York colony of artists. 
Later she went to Hollywood, where her studio designed scenes for 
motion pictures and her portraits of well known people established 
her reputation as an exceptional artist. 

Mr. Woodmansee was commissioned a major on the judge advo- 
cate’s staff in the Officer’s Reserve Corps in 1923, and also was later 
elected president of the National Judge Advocates Association of the 
United States Army. 


WEBSTER WOODMANSEE is a lawyer in Milwaukee and editor-in- 
chief of the Gavel, the official publication of the Milwaukee Bar Asso- 
ciation. His birth occurred in Milwaukee April 18, 19138, the only 
child of John Fraser Woodmansee and Janet Eugenia (Maxfield) 
Woodmansee. His mother was a native of Milwaukee. She died in 
1933. His father is a well-known Milwaukee lawyer and publisher 
of the outstanding official newspaper, The Daily Reporter. A sketch 
of his life appears elsewhere in this publication. 

Webster Woodmansee attended public schuols in Milwaukee, grad- 
uated from the Riverside high school in 1930, had four years of 
commerce at the University of Wisconsin (B.A. 1934), one year of 
law at Northwestern University and the remaining two years of law 
at the University of Wisconsin, receiving his LL.B. degree in 1937. 

He started his law practice as an associate of Alvin Gloyeck. 
Since 1937 he has been associated with his father in law practice and 
the publishing business, now serving as editor of the Daily Reporter. 
Having served on the staff of the Gavel for some years, he is now its 
editor-in-chief. He is a board member of the Milwaukee Urban 
League and has served as president of the Junior Association of the 
Milwaukee Bar. His favorite recreation is sailing, and he is a 
member of the South Shore Yacht Club. 

In 1939 he married Winifred Rogers, the daughter of Homer and 
Lillian (Withey) Rogers. Their home is at Bay Side, Milwaukee 
County. Mr. Rogers is a retired engineer. Mr. Woodmansee’s wife 
was born in Newark, New Jersey, but grew up and was educated in 
Wisconsin, graduating from the Shorewood high school and from the 
University of Wisconsin in 1987. Her interests are centered in civic 
and welfare societies. She is a member of the Woman’s International 
League, Interracial Federation, the Post War World Council, and is 
very active in the work of the Urban League and the National Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Colored People. She has also been 
active in the Milwaukee Friends of Music. Mr. and Mrs. Woodmansee 
have one young son, John Rogers Woodmansee, born February 22, 
1944, 


HERBERT A. GIESE, who is serving for the second term as mayor 
of Wausau, having been elected for his present term without opposi- 
tion, was born June 23, 1907, in the city of which he is now the chief 
executive officer, a son of Christopher H. and Louise (Grob) Giese. 
His father came from Spangenberg, Germany, to the United States in 
early manhood and established his home in Wausau. He had been edu- 
cated in his native land for the profession of teaching and was also 
liberally educated in music. After reaching Wisconsin he supplemented 
his early training by study in Elmhurst College for a time, and then 
became an instructor in St. Stephens School, a Lutheran parochial 
school, with which he was connected throughout the remainder of his 
days, proving a very capable teacher. His deep interest in music al- 
ways continued and for many years he was the organist in the English 
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Lutheran church. He also instructed his children, nine sons, in music, 
two becoming clarinet players and one a cornetist, while the others 
played the violin, organ and piano, there being a most interesting or- 
chestra right in his own home. He also organized a band in the Luther- 
an church and continued as its director for many years, thus adding 
much to the development of music appreciation in this city. He died 
in 1985, respected and esteemed by all who knew him. His wife, who 
still survives and makes her home in Wausau, is a daughter of Henry 
Grob, who was American born and served his country as a soldier of 
the Union Army in the Civil War. Three of the sons of Christopher H. 
and Louise (Grob) Giese have also passed from this life. 

At the usual age Herbert A. Giese entered the public schools of 
Wausau and passed through successive grades until graduated from 
high school. He then entered the retail grocery business and for an 
extended period was one of the leading merchants of the town. Ap- 
preciation of his many good qualities in matters of citizenship led 
to his election to the office of mayor in 1942, and at the close of his 
first term he was reelected without opposition, so that he enjoys the 
unique distinction of being the first unopposed candidate for a sec- 
ond term in fifty-two years. The strong support given him was also 
an indication of the excellent record he had made in the office. At all 
times he has closely studied civic problems, looking beyond the exigen- 
cies of the moment to the opportunities and possibilities of the future 
and has brought about various reforms and improvements in mu- 
nicipal affairs. He had not been without experience in office when he 
took over the mayoralty, for he had served as alderman and super- 
visor for six years before he became the city’s chief executive. 

Mr: Giese married Eileen H. Orphal, of Milwaukee, who is a grad- 
uate of the high school of Oshkosh, Wisconsin, and they have a daugh- 
ter, Lois, who was born December 1, 1928, and a son, Herbert A. Jr., 
who was born October 31, 1932. Both Mr. and Mrs. Giese are active 
workers in and loyal members of the English Lutheran church, in 
which he became organist when only thirteen years of age and still 
continues to serve the congregation in that connection. His love of 
music has always been one of his marked characteristics and has 
added much to his joy in life. He is also well known in fraternal 
circles, having membership with the Elks, the Eagles and the Moose. 
A lifelong resident of Wausau, his reliability in business and his trust- 
worthiness in citizenship, as well as his sterling personal qualities, 
have gained him an enviable position in the regard of all who have 
known him. 


EDMUND J. AYLWARD is the president of the Neenah Foundry 
Company, doing business at 500 Winneconne Avenue in Neenah, 
where three generations of the family have been connected with this 
line of business. His grandparents, William and Mary Aylward, 
were natives of Ireland and left that country to try their fortune in 
the United States. Making their way to Wisconsin, they chose Neenah 
for their future home and here spent their remaining days. In 1876 
William Aylward established a foundry at the western limits of the 
town and during most of the intervening period to the present the 
name of Aylward has figured in connection with the industry here. 

E. C. Aylward, son of William Aylward and father of Edmund 
J. Aylward, was born in Neenah, acquired his education in the public 
schools here and in 1918 established the Neenah Foundry Company, 
under which name he developed and successfully carried on the 
business until death called him in 1926, when he had reached the age of 
fifty-six years. He manufactured gray iron castings and was closely 
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associated with the industria] growth of the city. His wife, who bore 
the maiden name of Sophia Hoeper, was a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Hoeper, who removed from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to 
Neenah, where Mr. Hoeper engaged in the cooperage business. 

Edmund J. Aylward, the only child of E. C. and Sophia (Hoeper) 
Aylward, was born in Neenah, January 23, 1899, and pursued his 
education in the public schools here, passing through consecutive 
grades to the high school. After putting aside his textbooks he joined 
the army for service in the first World War, becoming a member of 
the Thirty-second Division, with which he went to France, there 
remaining until he received his discharge in 1919. Rejoining his 
father after his military experience he began work with the Neenah 
Foundry Company, which had been established by his father in 1918. 
He learned the business from the ground up, gaining his knowledge 
from actual experience, and when his father passed away in 1926 
Edmund J. Aylward was thoroughly qualified to take over the man- 
agement and control of the industry. The chief product of the foundry 
has always been gray castings, which prior to World War II were 
being sold in twenty of the forty-eight states of the Union. Now 
they are doing about eighty-five per cent war work. After the business 
had been carried on for fifteen years it was incorporated in 1928, 
with a capital stock of one hundred thousand dollars, all of which 
is owned by the family, while the present officers are: E. J. Aylward, 
president; Eunice Aylward, his wife, as vice president; and J. P. 
Keating, secretary and treasurer. In addition to this business Mr. 
Aylward is also the vice president of the March Engineering Company 
at Oshkosh. 

Mr. Aylward is a Mason and a member of the Shrine. He also 
belongs to the American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and is a 
trustee in the Episcopal church. He is a director of the National 
Manufacturers Bank at Neenah and a member of the board of 
Wayland Academy, Beaver Dam, Wisconsin. 

It was in 1921 that Mr. Aylward married Miss Eunice Brooks, 
of Meridian, Connecticut, a daughter of Wesley and Mabel Brooks, 
the former now deceased, while the mother is still living. The three 
children, a daughter and two sons, of Mr. and Mrs. Aylward are 
Patricia, William and Richard. The daughter, who was born in 1925, 
attended the Milwaukee Downer College and is a graduate of San 
Luis Academy of Colorado Springs, Colorado, and of Wheelock 
College at Boston, Massachusetts. William, born in 1926, attended 
Fountain Valley College and is now a student at Williams College, 
Williamstown, Massachusetts. Richard, born in 19380, is a student in 
Wayland Academy at Beaver Dam, Wisconsin. 


SENATOR JOHN C. MCBRIDE, the son of Peter A. and Angelina 
(Baroni) McBride, was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, September 
16, 1908. 

John McBride’s father, Peter McBride, was born in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. His grandfather, also named Peter McBride, was born in 
Massachusetts, of Irish ancestry, and was, in addition to being an ex- 
pert shoemaker, supervisor of the old Third ward in Milwaukee. Peter 
A. McBride was formerly president of the Hurley Reilly Clothing 
Company and remained in this capacity until the company was dis- 
continued. For twenty years he has served as a member of the Civil 
Seryiee Commission and has served as appraiser for the county court. 

‘neel 9 (Laroni) McBride, John McBride’s mother, was the 
daughter of Dominic Baroni, who was from northern Italy, on the 
border of Switzerland in the Alps district. Her father spoke seven 
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languages and after coming to Milwaukee he acted as interpreter 
in the courts there. When he was sixty-six years of age he died in 
Milwaukee. Angelina (Baroni) McBride is also deceased. 

John McBride attended the grades in Holy Rosary school and was 
graduated from the eighth grade of that institution. He received his 
education from Marquette University high school and the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, from which he was graduated with a Bache- 
lor of Laws degree in 1935. While in school there he was elected to 
membership in the Delta Tau Delta fraternity. 

He took his office practice in the office of Olwell & Brady, Milwau- 
kee, Wisconsin. In 1940 Mr. McBride formed a partnership with 
John P. Koehler Jr. Shortly after this partnership was formed Mr. 
Koehler enlisted in the United States Army and now holds the rank of 
major. 

January 10, 1940, Claire A. Bannen, a daughter of James T. Ban- 
nen, married John C. McBride. She is a graduate of the University 
of Wisconsin and was a member of Kappa Alpha Theta sorority. Mr. 
and Mrs. McBride have two children, John Peter, who was born 
October 31, 1941, and Mary Claire, who was born February 14, 1944. 

At the present writing Mr. McBride is in the practice of law. He 
was elected in 1939 to the Wisconsin State Assembly and served in 
the Assembly in the session of 1941 and 19438, representing the Four- 
teenth Assembly district, which includes the Eighteenth ward, town 
of Milwaukee, village of Fox Point, River Hills, Shorewood and 
Whitefish Bay. 

In 1944 John C. McBride was elected to the State Senate, repre- 
senting the Fourth senatorial district, and is now Senator John C. 
McBride. 


JUDGE JOHN COLONEL KAREL. Although his fruitful earthly career 
closed some years ago the influence of this man—strong, wise, benevo- 
lent—continues as a benediction upon countless lives made richer by 
his kindly touch upon them. 

John C. Karel was born at Schuyler, Nebraska, on February 28, 
1878, the son of John and Elizabeth (Metzner) Karel. His father, the 
late Hon. John Karel, served under President Cleveland in 1892 as 
United States consul at Prague, Bohemia, going in 1894 to St. Peters- 
burg, Russia, as consul-general. He was widely known as a pioneer 
banker of Wisconsin as well as in Chicago banking circles. 

The family returned to Kewaunee, Wisconsin, where John spent 
most of his boyhood; but while he was still very young his parents 
took him, his brother, Albert, and sister, Flora, to Prague, Europe, 
where they attended school. Here they sustained a heart-breaking 
loss in the death of the mother, and the father brought his children 
home to Kewaunee to be reared by their maternal grandmother, Fran- 
ciska Metzner. John Metzner, maternal grandfather of John C. 
Karel, fought in the Mexican War and later went into the Civil War 
and lost his life in the Red River expedition while fighting in the 
command of General Burnsides. For services in the Mexican War 
John Metzner was given a bonus of 160 acres of land in the Town 
of Calumet, Ford du Lac County, Wisconsin. On that farm the 
mother of John C. Karel was born September 18, 1851. 

Upon graduation from the Kewaunee high school John Karel en- 
tered the University of Wisconsin in 1892. The young student who 
was destined to become so virile a figure in American life here gained 
his first prominence as a wonder-working athlete. From the day he 
swung his team into victory over the formerly invincible Norsemen 
from Minnesota, by means of a spectacular 40-yard dash, throughout 
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the remainder of his life John (Ikey) Karel continued as a football 
tradition at the University of Wisconsin. There was no lack of 
drama and color and excitement when the sports writers of those days 
told the saga of his matchless athletic prowess. After five years on 
the varsity team (the extra year because of transfer to law school) 
he was still in demand, as a postgraduate, and staged many a thrilling 
performance that made gridiron history. One appearance was against 
the famous Carlisle Indians in the old Chicago Coliseum. Though best 
known as Wisconsin’s most.famous football hero, he was also a star 
baseball player in his college days. 

Receiving his Bachelor of Laws degree in 1897, Mr. Karel entered 
upon his professional career and established a law office in Milwaukee 
with John J. Vlach as his associate. Within four years, at the age of 
twenty-seven, he was elected to the State Legislature from the Ninth 
ward of Milwaukee. New honors rewarded his ability and industry. 
He became the register of probate for Milwaukee County in 1902; and 
in 1907, when the second branch of the Milwaukee County Court was 
established by the Legislature, was elected its first judge. In that 
capacity he served more than thirty years with growing distinction, 
until his death. 

When, in 1912, he became the Democratic candidate for the high 
position of governor of Wisconsin the old college football chant— 
“Give Ikey the ball!!’”—resounded throughout the state, and it was 
only by a narrow margin that the election went to his opponent. In 
1928 he was offered the nomination for United States senator, but 
declined. 

Term after term he was returned to office by overwhelming votes 
of confidence on a non-partisan basis. In addition to his regular 
judicial duties he served as judge of the Juvenile Court from 1915 to 
1921 and was again selected for this post in 1927. It has been truly 
said of him, “He was ideally fitted by temperament and example to 
work with erring youngsters, and brought many of them back into 
the fold of good citizenship.” During his thirty-one years on the 
bench he rendered an immeasurable service to people of every age 
and station in life. Shortly after. his death, in ceremonies attendant 
upon the unveiling of a portrait of Judge Karel in the courtroom, one 
of his associates summarized that service in these eloquent words: 
“Providence made him an ideal crusader for the needy and distressed. 
It gave him honesty that was beyond persuasion or purchase. It 
gave him a conscience that remained steeled against the influence of 
preferment or privilege. It gave him a broad understanding of a 
common humanity. He loved the corporate body of the law of which 
he was an able and honest administrator. He gave vitality to its 
decrees and judgments. He dispatched the tremendous business of 
his court with an indefinable facility and ease. Courteous, kind and 
considerate, he moved along the even tenor of his ways and adhered to 
a precision and exactness in the dignity, orderly processes and func- 
tioning of his court. We honored and loved. him as a great jurist.” 

Although he carried so great a responsibility, his personal contacts 
in many other realms were of surpassing importance. He served as 
exalted ruler of Milwaukee Lodge No. 46, the Elks, in 1910, 1911 and 
1912; and as president of Wisconsin Elks in 1913 and 1914. He was 
elected supreme president of the Equitable Reserve Association in 
1920, serving in that capacity until his death. In 1934 he was elected 
president of the National Fraternal Congress. The list of fraternal, 
civic, church and social organizations of which he was either a mem- 
ber or an officer is legion. These include the Knights of Columbus, 
the Holy Name Society, Milwaukee Press Club, Loyal Order of Moose, 
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Milwaukee Athletic Club, Modern Woodmen of America, Wisconsin 
Soccer Football Association, the University Club, the Woodmen of the 
World, Milwaukee Yacht Club, the Bohemian-American Club, the 
Wisconsin Alumni Association, the Western Bohemian Fraternal 
Association, and honorary memberships in many other groups. 

Judge Karel’s gifts as an orator and his delightful versatility 
caused him to be constantly sought after as speaker, greeter and 
master of ceremonies. He filled such engagements with characteristic 
energy and in a spirit that steadily broadened the national scope of 
his friendships. His last public appearance was on September 26, 
1988, when—although no longer in good health—he addressed the Fed- 
erated Czech Societies of Milwaukee and pleaded for sanity and 
dignity in the protest against Hitler’s seizure of Czechoslovakia. 

The overflowing friendliness of this man is epitomized in the 
“Friendship Fireplace” in his home on North Terrace Avenue. Hun- 
dreds of stones were sent by friends in all parts of the world, and 
the Judge took the greatest delight in recounting the stories and 
legends represented by these curios. His own warm spirit glows in 
the deeply carved inscription above the hearth: . 

“The fireshine indicates the pleasure that your presence lends; 

Its warmth the greeting that awaits our ever-welcome friends.” 

It was on December 4, 1938, that Judge Karel received the call 
to rest from his prodigious labors and “come up higher.” Last rites 
were held in the Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Church, Milwaukee, on 
December 7, notable clergymen participating in the service, and the 
body was laid to rest in Holy Cross cemetery. Throngs attended these 
ceremonies. Their sense of personal loss was touchingly expressed by 
a little old lady who said over and over, through tears, “He did so 
much. He did so much!” 

Memorial services in his honor were held in many of the organ- 
izations in which his. life had counted for so much, and in loving 
remembrance his friends prepared a beautiful memorial book: ‘The 
Story of a Friendly Man.” Its pages contain such expressions as 
these: ‘He rendered unto God the things that were God’s; he showed 
that it was not incompatible to love one’s God and one’s country.” 
“T like to think of him as one who was essentially a friendly man in 
the highest meaning of that term. It was the outstanding attribute 
of his character.” ‘He was at his best and happiest when he could 
make other people happy.” 

On the lith of June, 1901, Judge Karel: married Josephine 
Henssler, daughter of Joseph and Bertha (Franz) Henssler. 
Judge and Mrs. Karel were the parents of one daughter, Gladys, 
a graduate of Milwaukee Downer and of Mount Vernon Seminary of 
Washington, D. C. She is the wife of Edward Gerhardy, a graduate 
of the University of Pennsylvania, who in 1945 was sent abroad by 
the Government in connection with textile industry matters. Their 
children are Edward (Ted), born July 14, 1983; and Susan Mary, 
born May 2, 1940. Judge Karel is survived also by his brother, Albert 
Karel, of Kewaunee, Wisconsin, and his sister, Mrs. Charles L. Tem- 
pleton, of Minneapolis. 


MONSIGNOR THOMAS E. O’SHAUGHNESSY is the pastor of St. 
James Catholic Church of Wausau, having taken charge of the parish 
in 1937, after having already devoted sixteen years to the cause of 
Catholicism in Wisconsin. He was born in Crawford County, this state, 
and in preparation for holy orders attended Campion College at 
Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin,.and later was a student in St. Francis 
Seminary at Milwaukee. Following his ordination in 1921 he was 
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immediately appointed pastor of St. James Church, Rising Sun, | i 
Crawford County, where he remained for five years, when he was 
transferred to Immaculate Conception Church at Boscobel, Grant ~ 
County, Wisconsin, where he continued his labors for eleven years. 4: 

On the expiration of that period Monsignor O’Shaughnessy was # 
sent to St. James of Wausau, where he took up his work December 15, . 
1937, following the death of Rev. Thomas F. Doyle, and here he has any 

continued ‘for more than seven years, during which time the church 

has made notable progress. He was made a Monsignor in 1940. Two 
other members of his parents’ family of six children have devoted 
their lives to the work of the church. His brother, the Rev. William 
Ae PAE Ie Ss; J., is now a member of the faculty of St. Mary’s 
Seminary at St. Mary’s, Kansas, while his sister Margaret became 
Sister Leonarda of the Order of St. Francis of Perpetual Adoration 
of La Crosse, Wisconsin. 

St. James Church of Wausau had its beginning in the year 1905. 
St. Mary’s Church of this city was found too small to accommodate 
the growing congregation and the Rt. Rev. J. Schwebach, D.D., 
bishop of La Crosse, acceded to the request of the Rev. Joseph if 
Brennan, then pastor of the Catholic church at Necedah, Wisconsin, 
that a new parish be established at Wausau which would take care of 
the overcrowded condition of St. Mary’s. The incorporation took place 
on June 22, 1905, and just a week later a charter was granted at Madi- 
son. A former church property at the corner of Second and Grant 
streets was purchased and Father Brennan was appointed to take 
charge of the parish. Some time previously the membership of the 
new congregation had purchased the church property and also the 
residence adjvining, and early in July, 1905, Father Brennan arrived 
in Wausau to take over his duties. When six years had passed he un- 
dertook the work of building a new church at the corner of McClellan 
and Second streets. When he took charge in 1905 the parish numbered 
only one hundred and twenty-five families. In 1907 St. James Congre- 
gation purchased from Morgan Brothers the two lots and buildings 
immediately adjoining their property on the south, so that they thus 
became owners of an entire half block, and on the Ist of May, 1911,. 
work on the construction of a new church was begun on the lots 
that had been acquired and was completed in December, 1912. On the 
17th of that month this new and beautiful, as well as substantial, 
building was dedicated by Bishop Schwebach, D.D., of La Crosse. 

By 1913 the parish membership had grown to three hundred fam- 
ilies, who found opportunity for worship in the new stone and brick 
structure built in the Romanesque style of architecture, with stained 
glass windows that are works of art and picture forth the more im- 
portant scenes in the life of Christ and his work of redemption. The 
pipe organ in the church is an excellent one and the entire structure 
adds to the solemnity and dignity of the services. Father Brennan 
remained in charge until July 15, 1917, when he was succeeded by the 
Rev. Edward P. O’Toole, under whose supervision St. James school 
building was erected on Second Street in 1931 and a residence at the 
corner of First and McClellan streets was purchased to serve as a 
convent for the Sisters who are the teachers in the school. Father 
O’Toole was in his nineteenth year as pastor of St. James when he 
passed from this life on January 8, 1936. His successor was the Rev. 
Thomas F.. Doyle, who met an untimely death in an automobile acci- 
dent on November 25, 1987. 

It was in the following month that Monsignor O’Shaughnessy 
was assigned to St. James, which now has a membership of twenty- 
six hundred. There are four hundred and fifty pupils in attendance 
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at the school, under the direction of ten Sisters of the Order of St. 
Francis, La Crosse, Wisconsin. The work of the parish in all of its 
departments is thoroughly organized and is wisely controlled by 
Monsignor O’Shaughnessy, who is not only working for the present, 
but also for the future, having already made plans for an after-the- 
war program. He is hoping to add much needed room to the grade 
school, and his plan is to add a high school to the educational facili- 
ties of the parish. The plans have already been perfected and the | 
funds are available so that the idea may be carried out in the not 
far-distant future. Thus the work of the parish is being carried stead- 
ily forward through the carefully devised methods of Monsignor 
O’Shaughnessy and his assistant, Rev. John P. Trant, who has shared 
his labors here since 1944. 


Dr. JOHN P. CANAVAN, whose connection with the medical pro- 
fession in Neenah covers a period of almost a quarter of a century, 
dating from 1925, was born in Roberts County, South Dakota, January 
6, 1887, his parents being Patrick M. and Jane (Pew) Canavan, both 
of whom were natives of Outagamie County, Wisconsin. His grand- 
parents on the paternal side were John and Bridget (Prunty) Cana- 
van, both of whom were born in Ireland, where they remained until 
1850 and then crossed the Atlantic to America, settling first in 
Boston, Massachusetts, where they resided for five years. They then 
came to Wisconsin, making their home in Ellington in 1855. They 
had a family of four children: Patrick M.; John G., who lived in 
Stephensville, Wisconsin; Mrs. Rose Halloran, who died July 2, 1917; 
and James V., who was a physician and practiced at Appleton, Wis- 
consin. He also engaged in teaching school and was prominent in 
the public affairs of that section of the state, serving as county clerk 
of Outagamie County and as Appleton’s first mayor under the com- 
mission form of government. 

Patrick M. Canavan, the Doctor’s father, was reared in Outagamie 
County and married Jane Pew, who was a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Patrick Henry Pew, and was the widow of Mr. Hassing when she 
became the wife of Mr. Canavan. Her father was a native of Ireland 
and on leaving that country came to Wisconsin, casting in his lot 
with the early settlers of Outagamie County. At the time of the Civil 
War he responded to the country’s call for troops to preserve the 
Union and went to the front as a member of the First Wisconsin 
Cavalry Regiment. After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Patrick M. 
Canavan removed to Roberts County, South Dakota, where Mrs. 
Canavan died in 1887, when their son, John P., an only child, was 
but a month old. The father afterward returned to make his home 
in Ellington. 

It was in the public schools there that Doctor Canavan began his 
education, and later he pursued the eighth grade and high school 
courses in Appleton. He afterward became a student in the agricul- 
tural department of the University of Wisconsin, where he remained 
for two and a half years, and then decided he would take up the - 
practice of medicine as a life work and matriculated in Marquette 
University at Milwaukee, where the M.D. degree was conferred on 
him at his graduation with the class of 1916. He afterward gained 
valuable practical experience by serving on the medical staff of the 
Hospital for the Acute Insane in Milwaukee and also on the medical 
staff of the Milwaukee Maternity Hospital in 1916-17. He next 
located in Winneconne, Wisconsin, where he remained in active prac- 
tice until 1925, when he sought the broader and better field offered in 
Neenah, where he has now practiced for more than nineteen years. 
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In addition to his private practice, which is now extensive and im- 
portant in character, he has served as secretary-treasurer and is now 
president of the Neenah Hospital staff. He belongs to the Winnebago 
County Medical Society, the Wisconsin State Medical Society and the 
American Medical Association. 

Although a very busy man Doctor Canavan can always be counted 
upon to aid in the promotion of projects and plans for the upbuilding 
and benefit of his community. He served on the Neenah board of 
education for seven years. He belongs to the Benevolent and Protec- 
tive Order of Elks, to the Fraternal Order of Eagles, to Phi Beta Pi 
and to Alpha Sigma Tau, an honorary fraternity of Marquette Uni- 
versity. He likewise has membership in the Kiwanis Club, the Neenah 
Club and the Menasha Club and he belongs to St. Patrick’s Catholic 
Church. At the present time he is serving as chairman of the county 
medical unit in connection with defense. 

On the 5th of June, 1917, Doctor Canavan married Estella M. 
‘ Martin, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Hugh E. Martin, of Fond du Lac 
County, and their only child is John Patrick Jr., who was born April 
26, 1918, and in the pursuit of his education spent two years as a 
student in Lawrence College of Appleton and one year in the Univer- 
sity of North Carolina. He is now a yeoman, second class, in the 
Coast Guard. Mrs. Canavan, like her husband, attends St. Patrick’s 
Catholic Church and she has membership with the Catholic Daughters 
of America. 


RONOLD A. DRECHSLER. On January 19, 1901, Ronold A. Drechsler 
was born in Cedarburg, Ozaukee County, Wisconsin, to Robert F. and 
Friedericke (Roell) Drechsler. 

The father of Ronold A. Drechsler, Robert F. Drechsler, was born 
in Saxony, Germany, November 21, 1860, and he came to the United 
States in 1883 when he was twenty-two years of age. Previous to his 
coming here he served the required time in the German army and he 
also learned the trade of tailoring and followed that occupation for a 
short time in Iron Mountain, Michigan. He came to Wisconsin in 
1887, and here he took up the tailoring trade and remained in that 
business in Cedarburg from 1899 until his death December 26, 1982. 

Fredericke (Roell) Drechsler, the mother of Ronold A., was a 
native of the United States, having been born in Ozaukee County, 
Wisconsin, but she was of German descent. Her father, who was a 
farmer, came to this country from Germany. She died in 1920. 

Ronold Drechsler is the fourth in a family of five children. A 
sister, Leona Hoffman, died in 1940; Martha, who is Mrs. Alfred 
Goetter, lives at Cedarburg, Wisconsin. Milda is Mrs. Noble Breh- 
mer and lives in Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Elmer is the only brother and 
he lives in Cedarburg; and Ronold A., the subject, is an attorney in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Mr. Drechsler received his grade school education at Cedarburg, 
Wisconsin, and he was graduated from the Cedarburg high school in 
1918. From 1918 until 1920 he studied in Milwaukee Normal School, 
after which he taught for three years in the following schools: Able- 
man, Sauk County; Union Center, Juneau County; and Grandview, 
Bayfield County, all in the State of Wisconsin. 

For two years he worked for the Sterling Motor Truck Company, 
Inc., in Milwaukee, and then he finished his pre-legal studies in Mil- 
waukee State Teachers College. He entered Wisconsin University 
School of Law in 1926 and in 1929 he received his Bachelor of Laws 
degree. He was admitted to the bar in 1980, after six months of 
apprenticeship in Jaw offices in Madison and Waupun, Wisconsin. 
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In February of 1930, Attorney Drechsler came to Milwaukee, Wis- 
consin, where he became associated with Bender, Trump, McIntyre 
& Freeman, and for four years he remained with this firm, for two 
years as an associate of Robert P. Freeman. 

On April 19, 1986, Mr. Drechsler was appointed assistant city at- 
torney of Milwaukee and served in that capacity until November 1, 
1944, when he became an associate with the Miller, Mack & Fairchild 
firm, which is the oldest law firm in the State of Wisconsin. 

Ronold Drechsler married a native of Milwaukee, Myrtle Schroe- 
der, who is the daughter of Frank J. and Mary K. (Doss) Schroeder, 
both of whom live in Milwaukee. 

The activities of Mr. Drechsler are civic, church and legal. He is 
a member of the war legal service committee of the State Bar Asgo- 
ciation. This committee is designed to give aid and advice to service- 
men and their wives. He has membership also in the American, Wis- 
consin State and Milwaukee Bar associations. He is vice president 
of the Milwaukee Bar Association and has been a member of. its 
executive committee, and associate editor of the Gavel, which is the 
official publication of the Milwaukee Bar Association. He was chair- 
man of its Thursday Noon Luncheon Meeting Committee. In civic 
organizations, he was former president of the Milwaukee Government 
Service League. He is affiliated with the Reformation Lutheran 
Church and is active in church affairs. At present he is president of 
the church council and general superintendent of the Sunday school; 
a member and director of the Milwaukee Federation of Lutheran 
Laymen and a member of the Good Friday Observance committee. 

At this writing he is an associate of Miller, Mack & Fairchild, 
located at 735 North Water Street, and he and Mrs. Drechsler live 
at 2828 North Seventy-third Street in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL. One of the most imposing edifices of Wau- 
sau and one of which the city has every reason to be proud is St. 
Mary’s Hospital, an institution which at all times has promoted the 
spiritual as well as physical welfare of those who have passed within 
its portals. In tracing its history it may be said to have had its begin- 
ning in the arrival, on July 4, 1895, of three Catholic Sisters of the 
Order of the Divine Savior in Milwaukee, and in December were 
joined by others. They here instituted the work to which they had 
dedicated their lives and on May 27, 1900, the cornerstone of St. 
Mary’s convent was laid in Milwaukee. The building was ready for 
occupancy on the 14th of September of that year and the Sisters 
began the work of home nursing, which they still continue. The work 
of the order was thus firmly planted in the state and has since been 
carried into a constantly broadening territory. 

On the 30th of November, 1905, three Sisters of the order came 
to Wausau and on the following day took over the old Riverside 
Hospital, a small private institution which was in a somewhat dilap- 
idated condition as to the premises and equipment, so that the 
Sisters felt it would be the course of wisdom to build a new 
hospital. In 1906 the three Sisters, Coletta, Ludmilla and Wyborada, 
were joined by two others, Claveria and Dominica, so that the five 
promoted the work that ultimately resulted in the building of St. 
Mary’s Hospital. Their plan won the attention and cooperation of 
Neal Brown, who was influential in securing the donation of a four 
acre tract of land on Maple Hill from the Wausau Law & Land 
Association, of which Mr. Brown was the chairman, while Robert 
E. Parcher, at one time mayor of Wausau, made a substantial money 
donation for the project. Thus aided the Sisters contracted for the 
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construction of a seventy-six thousand dollar building and ground 
was broken April 1, 1907, while the dedication of the completed 
structure took place on September 27, 1908, and in October the first 
patient was admitted for treatment. 

The matter of transportation was a serious problem in the early 
days, as the hospital was distant from the center of the city and a 
long way from the nearest street car line, the roads being blocked 
by heavy winter snow, while the thaws and rains of springtime made 
the streets almost equally impassable, but with street paving in the 
course of years and the extension of the car line all this was overcome. 
Because gas was not available on the hill in those early days a gener- 
ator for making gas from gasoline, for cooking, was placed under- 
ground and piped into the building. 

The Hospital Ladies Auxiliary, which was organized September 
25, 1909, has aided largely, maintaining a free bed for needy patients, 
providing nursery upkeep, supplying a baby incubator, oxygen tents, 
‘ typewriter, clothing for children and infants, curtains, books and 
many other things which have been of great benefit to the institution. 
In 1911 lectures in the fundamental branches of medicine were given 
by several of the attending doctors to the Sisters of the sick depart- 
ment and a course in dietetics was also given. In 1914 an X-ray equip- 
ment was installed and in 1916 a steam laundry was provided. 

Additional space being needed, excavation for the south wing of 
the building was started on May 31, 1921, and the work was com- 
pleted and dedicated June 25, 1922. On the 3d of November, 1923, 
the nursing school was opened, and on December 10, 1925, ten Sis- 
ters were graduated. On August 18, 1927, the chapel cornerstone 
was laid. On September 1, 1931, lay nurses were first admitted to 
the school. 

In 1935 the old building was remodeled by adding a full fourth 
story, and on January 22, 1940, bids were opened for the new nurses’ 
school and residence, which was dedicated May 11, 1941. Many 
improvements have been made in the older parts of the building, 
laboratories have been enlarged and remodeled, a new power house 
outside of the building, with maids’ dormitory above, was built, and 
many other improvements added, latest of these being a deep X-Ray 
therapy department. The nurses’ school contains classes and lecture 
rooms, dietetic and clinical laboratories, a recreation hall, nurses’ 
library, a lounge and parlor, a cafeteria and other things which add 
to the comfort of the student body. 

A regular attending staff of physicians was organized November 
26, 1923, and holds monthly meetings, where cases and methods are 
discussed and a projection lantern is available in the medical library, 
where these meetings are held. This library was completely equipped 
by Dr. and Mrs. Joseph F. Smith and contains approximately 3000 
books. In addition to St. Mary’s the Sisters of the Divine Savior are 
conducting St. Mary’s Hospital at Columbus, Wisconsin, St. Savior’s 
at Portage, St. Joseph’s at West Bend and Takakwitha, an Indian 
hospital, at Sisseton, South Dakota. Today St. Mary’s Hospital in 
Wausau has a capacity of two hundred beds and is taxed to capacity 
nearly all of the time. It is approved by the American College of 
Surgeons and registered by the American Medical Association. The 
building architecturally is splendidly suited for the purpose for 
which it was built, is ight and airy, standing on a hill in the midst 
of broad grounds, beautifully adorned by trees, shrubs and flowers, 
and here expert assistance can be received in the matter of regain- 
ing health. It is fulfilling the high purpose for which it was founded 
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and is the expression of the devoted service of the Sisters of the Divine 
Savior who have been in charge from the beginning. 

Post war plans for St. Mary’s Hospital at Wausau are for a thirty 
bed isolation hospital, and these plans are ready and work will be 
started as soon as material is available. The money for the purpose 
has been collected by the city and county. The Sisters will be in charge. 
The Sisters also have plans ready for a new laundry and a two story 
building for maids’ quarters. Thirty-nine graduates from this hos- 
pital are serving in the armed forces in all parts of the globe. The 
nurses’ school is also taking full part in cadet nurses’ education. 


THE NEENAH PAPER COMPANY came into existence on March 2, 
1884, but eight years before the Patten paper mill, which formed the 
nucleus around which the Neenah Paper Company was built, had 
been erected by A. W. Patten on a site which had been partially 
occupied before by the Empire flour mill. This Patten paper mill, 
built in 1874, was different from most of the others found in Neenah 
because it commonly used old paper stock, only making book, print 
and manila papers. The capacity of the mill was a little under 
three tons in twenty-four hours. In 1877 it was equipped with the 
latest type Fourdrinier machine. 

On March 2, 1885, the Neenah Paper Company was organized by 
A. W. Patten, F. T. Russell and J. McNaughton, all of Neenah, and 
Thomas Patten, of Appleton, Wisconsin, who declared that they 
“Hereby associated themselves together for the purpose of forming 
a corporation under the laws of the State of Wisconsin for the purpose 
of manufacturing and selling paper and paper stock, the corporation 
to be located at Neenah, Wisconsin, under the name of the Neenah 
Paper Company.” 

The capital stock of this company was $75,000, the stock having a 
par value of $1,000 per share. On the 30th of September, 1892, the 
capital stock was increased from seventy-five to two hundred shares, 
at $1,000 a share, and in August, 1915, this was further increased 
from $200,000 to $400,000. In December, 1922, the amount of capital 
stock was increased to $1,000,000, consisting of one thousand shares, 
each of $1,000 par value, and in 1928 a further increase brought the 
capitalization of the business up to $1,500,090. 

It is interesting to note that in the statement of January 1 to 
July 1, 1897, the total sales amounted to $59,874.47 and that in the 
year 1899 the average price on the product, net, was about $2.50 per 
cwt. By 1906 the sales had reached $158,259.56. 

S. A. Cook was an official of the company for a number of years 
but finally resigned as secretary and treasurer in January, 1893. 
On the 18th of January, 1893, John A. Kimberly Jr. acquired the 
interest of C. W. Howard in the Neenah Paper Company and was 
elected secretary and treasurer and was made a director. 

On October 24, 1894, the president and secretary of the company 
were authorized to execute a contract to sell plant and property, 
exclusive of accounts receivable and exclusive of manufactured stock 
and material in process, to Frank Butterworth at a price of $275,000. 

In February, 1898, the Neenah Paper Company was apparently 
controlled by the Kimberly-Clark Corporation, as a meeting under 
the date of the 19th lists J. A. Kimberly as president of the Neenah 
Paper Company, F. J. Sensenbrenner, P. R. Thom, 8. F. Shattuck, 
C. B. Clark and James Kimberly, all stock of the corporation 
being represented. At the same meeting P. R. Thom of Appleton, 
F. J. Sensenbrenner, S. F. Shattuck and C. B. Clark, all of Neenah, 
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were elected as additional directors, the officers being J. A. Kimberly, 
president; James C. Kimberly, vice president; S. F. Shattuck, treas- 
urer; and C. B. Clark, secretary. In July, 1918, there was a further 
change in personnel, Mr. W. Z. Stuart becoming a director and in the 
same year he was elected treasurer of the company, while F. J. 
Sensenbrenner was elected secretary. In July, 1919, D. K. Brown 
was elected assistant treasurer. 

The present officials of the company are J. C. Kimberly, chairman 
of the board; D. K. Brown, president and general manager; Kimberly 
Stuart, vice president; and Leo Schubart, secretary and treasurer. 
The company now manufactures about thirty tons of high grade bond 
and writing paper per day, which is in marked contrast to less than 
three tons manufactured at the beginning, and they have four hun- 
dred employes, and are doing seventy-five per cent war work. 


DAN K. BROWN. For many years paper manufacturing has been 
one of the most important business interests of Wisconsin and it is in 
this field that D. K. Brown is today active and prominent as the result 
of his thorough mastery of the business combined with a recognition 
and utilization of the opportunities before him. With limited financial 
resources he came to America from Lancashire, England, where he 
was born January 21, 1886, a son of John and Mary (Kevill) Brown, 
whose family numbered eight children but only Dan K. and his 
brother came to the United States. The father was a joiner and 
cabinetmaker and was of the fifth successive generation of the family 
to follow that line of business, so that it was but natural that D. K. 
Brown should continue in the same line. 

After acquiring his education in the public schools of Lancashire, 
D. K. Brown entered upon an apprenticeship to cabinetmaking and 
joining and in 1906 he crossed the Atlantic. He had previously 
written to a great-uncle, then living in Neenah, asking his opinion 
on the nephew making the trip and three weeks later D. K. Brown 
received from this uncle a steamship ticket and also the money for 
his transportation from the Atlantic seaboard to Wisconsin. Soon 
after his arrival he secured employment and for two years worked 
as a carpenter and cabinetmaker. On the expiration of that period 
he obtained a position as shipping clerk with the Kimberly-Clark 
Corporation, with which he continued until 1912, when he resigned, 
it being at that time that the Neenah Paper Company withdrew as a 
unit from the Kimberly-Clark organization. Mr. Brown then became 
associated with W. Z. Stuart, who was manager of the Neenah Paper 
Company, and in the succeeding years he closely applied himself to 
the mastery of the business, learning from practical experience as he 
filled various positions from that of shipping clerk up to accountant 
and treasurer. He became familiar with each phase of the work and 
in 1921 he was chosen general manager of the Neenah Paper Company 
and later was made first vice president. His elevation to the presi- 
dency followed and he still remains as general manager, so that he is 
directing the efforts of their many employes as well as giving execu- 
tive control to the business, the success of which is largely attributable 
to his direction and understanding. He seems ready for any emer- 
gency and meets every situation with the sureness that comes from 
long experience and broad knowledge. 

Mr. Brown has also been an active and valued factor in other 
business connections. He is an ex-president of the Wisconsin Pulp 
& Paper Manufacturers Association, was for two years the president 
of the Writing Paper Manufacturers Association, is now president 
of the American Paper and Pulp Association and is extremely well 
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known in paper manufacturing circles. He is a director of the First 
National Bank of Neenah. He is now serving on the advisory com- 
mittee of the War Production Board. Something of the nature of his 
recreational interests is manifest in the fact that he is a director of 
the Northshore Golf Club. 

Mr. Brown married Miss Nellie Price, of Neenah, a daughter of 
Thomas and Sarah (Evans) Price. Her father died in 1926, while 
her mother passed away many years ago. Mrs. Brown is active in 
social service work and the family is prominent socially. Mr. and 
Mrs. Brown became parents of a son and three daughters. Gordon, 
born March 24, 1911, is a graduate of the Neenah high school, attended 
the Culver Military Academy and completed a course in Brown Uni- 
versity. He is a member of Phi Beta Kappa and he is now with the 
Weyerhauser Timber Company. He married Jane Radford, of Osh- 
kosh, Wisconsin, and they have two daughters, Martha and Ann. 
Dorothy, who pursued her education at Ferry Hall in Lake Forest, 
Illinois, and in Duke University, is now the wife of Stanley Severson, 
of Neenah, and they have two children, Susan and John. Margaret 
was a student at Ferry Hall and at Lawrence College in Appleton, 
where she specialized in music. She is now the wife of Captain J. G. 
Rasmussen and they have one child, Jane. Shirley, the youngest of 
the family, is now a student in Devereoux Academy at Devon, 
Pennsylvania. 

Fraternally Mr. Brown is connected with the Masonic order, has 
become a Knight Templar and is a Shriner, with membership in 
Tripoli Temple at Milwaukee. He was formerly president of the 
Neenah Business Men’s Club, is a trustee of the Institute of Paper 
Chemistry and is an active and loyal member of the Presbyterian 
church. 


N. C. Jersiup is the president of the Jersild Knitting Company, 
doing business at 331 North Commercial Street in Neenah. This 
business was established by his father, the Rev. Jens Jersild, who 
was a native of Denmark and an ordained minister of the Lutheran 
church and who was also at one time the publisher of a Lutheran 
periodical. He first came to the United States in 1883 and made his 
way to Chicago, where he lived for a short time and then removed 
to Alden, Minnesota, where he lived for six years. On the expiration 
of that period he came to Neenah, where the family has since been 
represented. He married Laura Yberg, a native of Copenhagen, 
Denmark, and they had a family of eleven children. Rev. Jens Jersild 
found it rather difficult in the early days to support his family on 
his meager ministerial salary of only two hundred and fifty dollars 
per year, but the members of his church saw to it that the larder was 
never empty and he added to his income through the publication of 
the Danish National Danskeran, which was the Danish national 
church paper. After a time he disposed of that periodical, selling it 
to the Synod, after which he made a trip back to his native land 
and on his return to America brought back with him two knitting 
machines, having two cousins in Denmark who had been engaged in 
the knitting business. On reaching Neenah Rev. Jersild undertook 
the knitting business, making the first sweaters in his own home, 
and at the same time he was engaged in manufacturing knitted 
articles he continued his work in the ministry. He died May 10, 1916, 
while his wife survived him for about twenty-four years, passing 
away in 1940. 

Their son, Niels Christian Jersild, who is now at the head of the 
knitting business founded by his father, was born in Alden, Minnesota, 
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January 4, 1886, but was reared in Neenah, where he attended the 
public schools, while later he was.a student in the Racine Lutheran 
College. When nineteen years of age he joined his father in business, 
going upon the road as a traveling salesman, and on his first trip he 
was delighted with securing a four hundred dollar order for men’s 
and boys’ turtleneck sweaters, but on returning to the office he dis- 
covered that the order had been cancelled, as many believed that 
the turtleneck method of making sweaters was injurious to health, 
bringing on tonsilitis, sore throat and other ailments. His father 
said, “All right, then we’ll change the style to V-neck and front but- 
toned,” which they did, and the orders soon increased rapidly, the 
business enjoying steady growth since that time. 

The business had been started by the father in his home in 1898 
and afterward a small school building was removed to the present 
site of the business and was equipped to carry on the work in 1904, 
about twenty-five girls being employed. That building continued in 
use aS a warehouse until demolished for park space. In 1914 the 
company erected a fine modern structure for factory purposes, to 
which an addition was built in 1918, while in 1930, owing to the 
continuous development of the trade, it was found necessary to add 
another unit. The Jersild Knitting Company now employs sixty 
people at the plant, with eight salesmen on the road, and the products 
are sold throughout the United States, the principal brands being the 
Winnebago, Viking and Pinkerton sweater coats. The factory is 
equipped with the latest improved machinery known to the knitting 
industry and the excellence of their goods has resulted in building up 
a trade of extensive proportions. The present officers of the company 
are: Mr. Jersild, president; Bert S. Dutcher, of Appleton, vice presi- 
dent; James Dyreby, secretary; and Edwin A. Kalfahs, treasurer. 

Mr. Jersild married Marie Hanson, a daughter of Mads and 
Maurina (Jenson) Hanson. She was born January 14, 1891, and 
their children are: Christie, born December 24, 1921; James, born 
May 10, 1925; and Barbara, born April 11, 1927. Mr. Jersild is a 
Mason who has attained the thirty-second degree in the Scottish Rite 
and is also a member of the Shrine. He likewise belongs to Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church, of which he is serving as treasurer. 


ALFRED LESTER SLOCUM is a leading figure in millinery manufac- 
turing circles as president and treasurer of the Slocum Straw Works, 
one of the largest ladies’ hat manufacturing companies of America. 
For thirty years he has been actively associated with the business, 
which for eighty years has flourished here and which is located at 
1426 West Natiorial Avenue. A. Lester Slocum is one of Milwaukee’s 
native sons, born in 1890. His father, Albert Slocum, was born in 
Holliston, Massachusetts, near Boston, in 1846, and came to Milwau- 
kee in 1867. After remaining in Milwaukee for a year he went to 
Chicago, where he was a salesman for the wholesale millinery house 
of D. B. Fisk & Company until 1873, when he returned to Milwaukee 
and became the pioneer hat manufacturer of the Middle West, under 
the name of Albert Slocum Straw Hat Manufacturers. He estab- 
lished the business on Broadway, where the Milwaukee Athletic Club 
building now stands. 

It is interesting in this connection to know something of the back- 
ground of the three Slocum brothers, who became prominent repre- 
sentatives of the manufacturing interests of the city. They were of 
English descent, their ancestors coming from southwestern England. 
The name is derived from the Slowe trees on the combes of that area 
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and one of the early spellings was Slowecombe. Since then various 
branches of the family have used different forms of spelling until it 
has been modified to its present style. In 1875 the first straw hat 
factory in the Middle West was built on Reed Street, near Mitchell 
Street, and one of the later units of the plant, built by Albert Slocum 
in 18838, is still standing, being occupied by the Fried-Ostermann 
Company. 

In 1883 a stock company was formed and the name changed to the 
Northwestern Straw Works, and Mr. Albert Slocum continued as 
the president and moving factor in the business, being recognized as 
one of the leading executives in Milwaukee. He withdrew from the 
original firm in 1902 when he established the Slocum Straw Works, 
which was incorporated in November of that year. The present fac- 
tory was built on National Avenue and occupied in 1908 and has since 
been enlarged three times. The Slocum Company is one of the oldest 
firms of the city and its products are sold throughout the length and 
breadth of the land under such well known trade names as Gage, 
Jean Allen, a product of Gage, and Teen Age by Gage, being dis- 
tributed by its subsidiary, Gage Brothers & Company, with offices in 
Chicago and New York. Moreover the Slocum Straw Works has 
been a vital factor in making Milwaukee a hat manufacturing center 
of America and a chief promoter of the city’s trade connections. 
Albert Slocum remained an active factor in the development of the 
business until a few years prior to his death, January 25, 1926. 

Albert Slocum’s wife was Fannie M. Hilton, who was born on the 
south side of Milwaukee in 1853, a daughter of Alfred Hilton, a native 
of England who in the late 1840s crossed the Atlantic in one of the 
old-time sailing vessels and then proceeded by way of the Erie Canal 
and the Great Lakes to Wisconsin, becoming a stationary engineer in 
Milwaukee. To him and his wife were born ten children. Two of 
the sons, who were railway engineers, met tragic deaths. One was 
shot by the Jesse James gang in Kansas, who held up his train, but 
he refused to surrender and was killed by the outlaws. The other 
brother met death when his engine was wrecked in Missouri. ‘Their 
sister, Fannie May (Hilton) Slocum, surviving her husband for about 
seventeen years, died in Milwaukee January 5, 1943. Their son, 
Everett Slocum, succeeded his father as president and manager of the 
Slocum Straw Works after having been associated with the business 
for some years, during which time he had thoroughly acquainted him- 
self with its operation and conduct, maintaining the same high stan- 
dards which have ever characterized the enterprise. He died in 1937, 
leaving two children, Albert Wentworth and Betty Ann, the latter 
now attending the Frances Shimer School, while the son is now with 
the Slocum Company as a vice president. 

A. Lester Slocum succeeded his brother Everett as president of 
the Slocum Straw Works. One of the four children of Albert and 
Fannie M. (Hilton) Slocum, he attended the Twelfth ward school 
and graduated from the Bartlett Avenue school in 1905 and from 
the East Division high school in 1909. He attended Cornell Univer- 
sity, where he won his Bachelor of Arts degree as a member of the 
class of 1913. His college fraternity is Sigma Alpha Epsilon. On 
returning home he took up the task of acquainting himself with his 
father’s hat manufacturing interests, working his way upward 
through various plant and office positions until he became vice presi- 
dent and treasurer, and in 1937, following his brother’s death, suc- 
ceeded to the presidency. For eight years he has remained the direct- 
ing head of a business that for eighty years has maintained a sub- 
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stantial growth in Milwaukee, and his broad experience and knowledge 
have enabled him to further develop the trade of the house that at all 
times has enjoyed the highest reputation for service and dependa- 
bility. 

In 1914 Mr. Slocum married Gertrude E. Smith, a native of 
Kansas City, Missouri, her parents being Arthur O. and Edith (Nich- 
ols) Smith. Removing to Milwaukee, her father became one of the 
leading manufacturers of the city and his life story is given on 
another page of this work. Reared in Milwaukee, Mrs. Slocum at- 
tended school here, afterward spent two years as a student in the 
University of Wisconsin and in 1911 was graduated from Vassar 
- College. Mr. and Mrs. Slocum have two sons, Captain Arthur Lester 
Slocum and Lieutenant Sidney Bryant Slocum. The former, who was 
graduated from the Milwaukee Country Day School in 1935 and from 
Cornell University in 1939, is now in active service with the air corps 
in China. The younger son completed his studies at the Milwaukee 
Country Day School in 1937 and won his Bachelor of Arts degree at 
Cornell in 1941. He is now a first lieutenant in the Quartermasters 
Corps, U.S.A., stationed at Camp Wolters, Texas. He married Phyllis 
Grove, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. W. E. Grove, of Milwaukee, and they 
have one daughter, Sandra Jane, two years of age. 

Mr. Slocum has membership in the University Club, Milwaukee 
Country Club and the Gyro Club. He has always been interested in 
those projects which make for the uplift of the individual and the 
benefit of the community at large and has been particularly active in 
the Young Men’s Christian Association, serving on its board since 
1926 and as president of the board from 1930 to 1932. He is a mem- 
ber of the International Board of the Y.M.C.A. and is chairman of 
the local World Service Committee. Since 1889 the Young Men’s 
Christian Association of North America has been sending its trained 
workers all over the world with far reaching results. He and his two 
sons are members of the New York Alpha chapter of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon fraternity and his civic activities are manifest in his service 
as a trustee of the Citizens Bureau, in which he is now.a member of 
the executive committee and chairman of the finance committee. He 
belongs to the Plymouth Congregational Church and formerly served 
on its board. His activities have ever been constructive in character 
and have resulted in substantial progress in all the fields in which he 
has labored, advancing the material, civic, social and moral develop- 
ment of the city in large measure. 


THE FIRST AMERICAN STATE BANK is a comparatively recent in- 
stitution at Wausau, having been organized February 28, 1933, but 
its roots go deep into the financial past of the city as it became the 
successor of the American National Bank, which became involved in 
the crisis of the preceding months when so many banks throughout 
the country had difficulties because of reduced valuation of assets and 
because of heavy withdrawals. About the same time arrangements 
were made to take over the business of the First National Bank of 
Wausau, which was closed during the country-wide bank moratorium. 

The day after the organization proceedings were completed the 
First American State Bank opened its doors for business and from 
the beginning has enjoyed a steady and substantial development be- 
cause of its stable policy and reliable methods. It furnished Wausau 
with banking facilities and at the same time made arrangements to 
liquidate the assets of the two national banks in an orderly progres- 
sion that would enable all depositors to be paid in full, and within five 
years this was accomplished. 
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Both institutions had been established in the 1880s and therefore 
had been in existence for about a half century. The American Na- 
tional Bank, the successor of the German American Savings Bank, 
was established January 2, 1890, with offices on the site of the pres- 
ent bank, and in 1892 it was reorganized under the name of the Na- 
tional German American Bank, thus operating until 1918, when the 
name American National Bank was adopted. In 1925 the building 
which it had occupied for so many years was torn down and replaced 
by the present fine bank building, eight stories in height and thorough- 
ly equipped for the conduct of a modern banking business. In April, 
1929, the American National and the Marathon County banks were 
merged, the latter having been organized in 1874 as the successor of 
the Bank of the Interior, which had come into existence in 1858 and 
was one of the oldest financial institutions of this part of the state. 

As early as 1866 the firm of Silverthorn & Plumer was conducting 
a brokerage business in Wausau and by 1869 this became a regular 
bank of deposit and discount and in 1882 was succeeded by the First 
National Bank that was absorbed by the First American State Bank 
on the 22d of April, 1933. The new institution was carefully planned 
to meet all modern day conditions affecting the banking situation, and 
its development has been continuous and satisfactory and is written 
in the terms of success. Four times its capital has been increased and 
the steady growth of the institution is indicated in the fact that its 
deposits had doubled in six years and have since continued to show 
a gratifying growth. The bank is a member of the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation. 

At the organization meeting of the First American State Bank 
the stockholders chose as members of its board of directors Ben Alex- 
ander, J. S. Alexander, George E. Foster, H. L. Giesse, W. T. Gorman, 
H. J. Hagge, Carl Lotz, John F. Ross, P. T. Stone, M. P. McCullough, 
Fred K. McPherson, C. H. Wegner, Louis Weichmann and C. C. 
Yawkey, who at their first meeting elected Mr. McPherson to the 
presidency, with Mr. Yawkey as vice president, W. G. Whyte as act- 
ing cashier and O. J. Juers, assistant cashier. Mr. McPherson remains 
the chief executive officer, and under his direction and the board the 
bank has passed through twelve successful years in which its busi- 
ness has steadily grown in recognition of its stable yet progressive 
policy. 


FRED K. McPHERSON, president of the First American State Bank 
of Wausau, with long experience in financial affairs through former 
connection with the banking interests of Milwaukee, is one of Wis- 
consin’s native citizens, having been born in Oconomowoc, a son of 
Thomas and Mary E. (James) McPherson, the mother a native of 
the State of New York. The father, who was born in Scotland, came 
to the United States in very early manhood and, settling in Wiscon- 
sin, carried on business as a carpenter and contractor. 

There were five children in the family of Thomas and Mary E. 
(James) McPherson, of whom two died in infancy. The youngest, Fred 
K. McPherson, pursued his education in the public schools of Oconom- 
owoc and after leaving high school entered the employ of the Wiscon- 
sin Central Railroad Company in a clerical capacity. He remained 
with that corporation for twelve years and on the expiration of that 
period turned his attention to the banking business, in which he has 
since engaged. He was with the First Wisconsin National Bank of 
Milwaukee as assistant cashier and later was advanced to the vice 
presidency, so that he gained broad and valuable experience of prac- 
tical character in all phases of banking. On the 28th of February, 
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1933, when the First American State Bank of Wausau was organized, 
he came to this city and was chosen by the board of directors to serve 
as president, since which time he has concentrated upon administra- 
tive direction and executive control of the institution which, under 
his guidance, has made continuous progress along lines that have 
won the confidence, as well as the liberal support of the community. 
He has tempered progressiveness with a safe conservatism and the 
even balance has wrought results that are gratifying. Four times the 
capital stock has been increased and there has been great growth 
in deposits as well as in all phases of the business. 

Mr. McPherson married Delphine Benoit, who died February 1, 
1944. They were the parents of two children, of whom Fred K. Jr. 
died at the age of nineteen years. He had been educated in the Mil- 
waukee grade and high schools and was a freshman in Beloit College 
at the time of his demise. The second son, John Austin McPherson, 
who attended the Milwaukee grade schools and the Milwaukee Uni- 
versity School, has since graduated from Dartmouth College and is 
now with the United States Marines, holding the rank of first lieu- 
tenant. Mr. McPherson makes his home at Hotel Wausau. A member 
of the Masonic order, he has attained the thirty-second degree in the 
consistory and is also a Shriner. He likewise belongs to the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks and his religious faith is indicated in 
his membership in the Universalist church. He is also identified with 
the Milwaukee Athletic Club and with the Wausau Club. 


JOHN W. HEWITT, president and treasurer of the Hewitt Machine 
Company of Neenah, is a native of Flamboro, Ontario, Canada, and 
a son of John and Sarah (Arnold) Hewitt, who were also of Canadian 
birth and spent their entire lives in Ontario, where the father fol- 
lowed farming as his life work. To him and his wife were born five 
sons and a daughter, and three of the family are yet living. 

John W. Hewitt pursued his education in the schools of his native 
town, finishing in the high school, and then began learning the 
machinist’s trade in Dundas, Ontario, in the employ of the firm of 
Bertman & Sons. Thinking to gain better business opportunities on 
this side of the border, he came to the United States in 1901, and 
worked at his trade first in Cleveland and later in Youngstown, Ohio. 
The year 1910 witnessed his arrival in Wisconsin and, taking over 
a small machine shop in Neenah, he employed three men and began 
making paper mill machinery. As the business demanded he added 
to the building to have the required space until he now has a frontage 
of one hundred and ten feet on Main Street, with a depth of two 
hundred feet. It is a fine building, with every modern equipment 
and facility necessary to produce the best machinery in their line. 
The business has continually expanded and today seventy-five men 
are employed while prior to the war their output was sold through- 
out the country, but today they are engaged ninety-eight per cent in 
war work. The business was incorporated in 1933 and the present 
officers are: John W. Hewitt, president and treasurer; Olaf A. 
Myhre, vice president; and Leona Landstrom, secretary. The busi- 
ness is the visible evidence of the ability and enterprise which Mr. 
Hewitt has always displayed and of his thorough knowledge of the 
requirements in connection with paper making machinery, his work 
standing the test of the most exacting paper manufacturers. He 
also has an interest in the Central Brass Foundry of Neenah and his 
success is the direct and merited reward of his industry. 

While working in Youngstown, Ohio, Mr. Hewitt was married 
to Miss Sarah Evans of that city, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. David 
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Evans, and they have one child, John W. Jr., who was born in Neenah 
in 1911 and here attended school until he had completed the high 
school course, after which he studied for two years in the University 
of Wisconsin, then returned home and has since been connected with 
his father in carrying on the business. He married Virginia Meyer, 
of Neenah, and their only child is John W. III. Mr. Hewitt is well 
known in Masonic circles, for he has attained the thirty-second degree 
in the consistory, is a Shriner and also belongs to the Royal Order | 
of Jesters. His name is on the membership rolls of the Knights of 
Pythias and Elks lodges and his religious belief is indicated in his 
membership in the Episcopal Church. He has never had occasion 
to, regret his determination to come to this country, for he here 
found the opportunities that he sought and in their utilization has 


steadily pushed forward to the goal of success. 


Dr. GEORGE H. IRWIN is an able representative of the medical 
profession practicing at Lodi, and belongs to a family which has 
given many of its members to successful work as physicians and 
surgeons in Wisconsin. At least four generations have been known 
in this connection and it is a recognized fact that all have held to 
the highest ideals of service in checking the ravages of disease and 
aiding their fellowmen in again attaining health. 

Doctor Irwin was born in Lodi, January 12, 1868, and is a son 
of Dr. E. Howard Irwin and a grandson of Dr. George H. Irwin, 
who became the first physician of Lodi, removing to Wisconsin from 
Pennsylvania, where his people had located at an early period in the 
settlement of the Keystone State. His maternal great-grandfather, 
John Harris, was the founder of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and 
lived there at a time when the early colonists were in constant danger 
of Indian attack. On one occasion he was caught by the redskins 
and was bound to a tree while the Indians were preparing for a 
ceremonial that was to precede his execution. He was rescued by a 
friendly Indian. He had come from England to the new world. As 
stated, Dr. George H. Irwin was the pioneer physician of Lodi. He 
married Anna Harris, and their son, E. Howard Irwin, followed in 
his father’s footsteps professionally, becoming a well-known physician 
of Lodi and the loved family doctor in many a household in this 
locality. He married Sarah E. Pashley, a daughter of Samuel Pashley, 
a native of England, who on coming to this country settled first in 
New York but later continued his journey westward to Wisconsin. 
Dr. E. Howard and Sarah E. (Pashley) Irwin had a family of six 
children, the eldest son of whom is Dr. Harry E. Irwin, who won his 
M.D. degree at the University of Louisville at Louisville, Kentucky, 
as a member of the class of 1894. He then returned to Lodi, where 
he practiced for a year, after which he removed to Baraboo, where 
he still continues in active professional work. 

Whether inherited tendency or natural predilection had most to 
do with Dr. George H. Irwin’s selection of a life work it would per- 
haps be difficult to determine, but after acquiring his general educa- 
tion in the schools of Lodi he began preparation for the calling in 
which his father and grandfather had won creditable place, enrolling 
as a student in Rush Medical College of Chicago, where he completed 
his course and received his M.D. degree in 1888. He immediately re- 
turned to Lodi, and here has continued in general practice to the 
present time, covering a period of fifty-five years. Broad reading 
along professional lines has kept him in touch with the changes that 
are continually being made in methods of medical and surgical pro- 
cedure and his work has been of the utmost benefit to his patients. 
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His judgment is sound, his discrimination keen and his cheerful 
manner is at all times a source of encouragement to those who engage 
his services, while his work is always done in the most conscientious 
manner. He began practicing here in the old days when the horse 
and buggy were employed in making the daily round of calls. He 
has kept abreast with the methods of travel down to the present and 
at all times he has led a most busy and useful life. He points with 
pride to the pictures of physicians in his office, which include all the 
members of his family who have become physicians, from his grand- 
father down to his sons. He belongs to the Columbia County Medical 
Society, the Wisconsin State Medical Association and the American 
Medical Association, and at all times has been most careful to con- 
form his practice to the highest ethical standards of the profession. 
Outside of medical circles he is connected with the Masonic order, 
is a Rotarian and a member of the Presbyterian church, and in these 
associations are indicated the rules that have ever guided his conduct 
and shaped his relations with his fellowmen. 

Doctor Irwin has four children: a daughter, Grace, now the wife 
of Nemiah Brainard, of Lodi, and three sons, George H. Jr., who 
is a practicing physician and surgeon in Chicago, and Robert S., 
who is practicing in Milwaukee, where he specializes in urology. 
Wallace George, the youngest son, completed his medical course at 
the University of Wisconsin in 1941, and it is a matter of gratifica- 
tion to Doctor Irwin that his three sons have entered the profession 
that he has made his life work. 


WILLIAM PATRICK DOUCETTE, who since 1916 has been the secre- 
tary of the Milwaukee Automobile Insurance Company, with offices 
at 801 West Michigan Street in Wisconsin’s metropolis, is a native of 
this state, born in Merrill, Lincoln County, March 12, 1891. His par- 
ents were Frank and Catherine (Hanify) Doucette, both now de- 
ceased. The father was born in New Brunswick, Canada, and was of 
French descent. When sixteen years of age he came alone to Wiscon- 
sin and thereafter was dependent entirely upon his own resources, 
following logging and lumbering down the Wisconsin River in the 
early days. He died in the year 1930. His wife, who was born in 
Massachusetts, was of Irish lineage. Her family came to Wisconsin 
in the late 1860s, her father, Patrick Hanify, being one of the pioneer 
farmers of Juneau County. Mrs. Doucette was reared and educated 
in this state and survived her husband for about fourteen years, pass- 
ing away in February, 1944. In their family were two sons and three 
daughters, the brother of William P. being George E. Doucette, who 
is the vice president and claims manager of the Milwaukee Automo- 
bile Insurance Company. The sisters are Mrs. William Quick, a resi- 
dent of Milwaukee; Mrs. E. E. Comortin, living in Rochester, Minne- 
sota; and Mrs. E. E. Morse, of Long Beach, California. 

William P. Doucette obtained his early education in the parochial 
and public schools of Merrill, where he also attended high school and 
then studied for two years in Marquette University. In 1916 he or- 
ganized the Milwaukee Automobile Insurance Company, of which he 
has since been the secretary, active in the management and control of 
the business which was organized at the time when motor cars were 
coming rapidly into use, so that the enterprise steadily grew and 
developed. Something of the continued growth of the business is 
indicated in the fact that in 1940 its assets were $1,890,481.17 and 
by 1944 had reached $2,494,240.73, while its surplus, which in 1940 
was $727,696.64, has now reached $1,022,904. Mr. Doucette and his 
associates recognized the opportunities offered in their field when they 
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started the business, which has been developed upon a most substan- 
tial basis, and through all the thirty years of its existence William 
P. Doucette has been a moving factor in its control and success. 

In 1916 Mr. Doucette married Olive M. McRoberts, a native of 
Milwaukee and of Scotch and Irish descent. Her grandfather, Robert 
McRoberts, came from Scotland and cast in his lot with the early 
residents of this state, where he became a pioneer railroad man, being 
connected with the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific Railroad 
Company. His son, Horace McRoberts, father of Mrs. Doucette, died 
in 1940, while her mother, Agnes (Bruce) McRoberts, who was a 
member of one of the early families of Wisconsin, has also passed 
away. Mrs. Doucette is a graduate of the Milwaukee State Teachers 
College and taught in the Milwaukee schools prior to her marriage. 
The seven children of Mr. and Mrs. Doucette are: Marie Olive, the 
wife of Lieutenant Warren W. Sparks, who is now in military service 
in Florida, where they are living; Catherine Virginia, the wife of 
Ensign Jerome E. Clifford of the United States Navy, now on duty in 
the South Pacific; Patricia Harriet, the wife of Lieutenant Robert E. 
Wagoner of the United States Marine Corps, now in the Pacific, the 
three sisters having been married in a most interesting triple wed- 
ding ceremony; Lieutenant Robert W. Doucette, who was graduated 
from the Marquette high school and spent three years as a student in 
Marquette University before entering the service, being now a pilot 
in the Air Corps, stationed in India; Joan H., who is attending Mar- 
quette University as a member of the class of 1945; John I., who is a 
sophomore at Marquette University; and Thomas I., a pupil in the 
Marquette high school. 

Mr. Doucette and his family are communicants of the Catholic 
church and he is a fourth degree member of the Knights of Columbus. 
He belongs to the Izaak Walton League, and conservation is his hobby, 
for he believes in protecting the wild life of forest and stream so 
that there will be no danger of extermination. He formerly served 
as president of the Wisconsin Mutual Alliance and his other activities 
include the secretaryship of the Merrill Agency, handling insurance 
and surety bonds. 


JOHN RINGLE JR. In the passing of John Ringle Jr., whose death 
occurred in California October 7, 1942, when he was fifty-eight years 
of age, Wausau, his native city, lost one of its most active and enter- 
prising business men who was associated in a most helpful way with 
the commercial, manufacturing and financial interests of the city. He 
was the president of the Northern Chief Iron Company, was secre- 
tary-treasurer of the Ringle Brick Company for a number of years 
and was the president of the Mathie-Ruder Brewing Company. Born 
on the 18th of May, 1884, his life record covered the intervening pe- 
riod to 1942, when he passed away suddenly in Glendale, California. 

His parents were John and Augusta (Engel) Ringle and his an- 
cestry was traced back to Germany, his grandparents being Bartholo- 
mew and Amalia (Pick) Ringle, who were natives of Rhenish Bavaria 
and came to America in 1846, making their way westward to Dodge 
County, Wisconsin, where they established their home on a farm. 
In 1859 they removed to Wausau, and Bartholomew Ringle became a 
distinguished member of the bar of Marathon County and also served 
as county judge. He also met success in business affairs with which he 
was associated and he acquired large land holdings in this section of 
the state. ; 

His son, John Ringle, who was born in Herman, Wisconsin, Oc- 
tober 2, 1848, there attended the public schools as he also did in 
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Wausau and later he pursued the study of literature and history un- 
der the preceptorship.of Dr. W. H. Searles. When eighteen years of 
age he taught in the public school of Stettin and afterward served as 
deputy in several county offices. He next engaged in the real estate 
business in Wausau and was active along other business lines which 
featured in the upbuilding and development of the city. He was one 
of the organizers and the president of the Ringle Brick Company, 
one of the early directors of the First National Bank of Wausau, a 
director of the Northern Chief Iron Company and also an official of 
the American Products Company. He was the fifth child in his par- 
ents’ family of five sons and three daughters and was but eleven years 
,of age when the family home was established in Wausau, where he 
not only gained business prominence but also an influential position 
in political circles. His early service as deputy county clerk was fol- 
lowed by election to the office of county clerk, in which capacity he 
served for six years and at each election from 1879 to 1882, inclusive, 
he was chosen to represent his district in the State Senate. In 1884 
he became mayor of Wausau and in 1892 he again became a member 
of the State Legislature, while from 1894 until 1898 he was postmaster 
of Wausau. He also was a member of the city council and chairman 
of the county board and in 1912 he was once more elected mayor for 
the two years’ term. He was made his party’s candidate for the office 
of state treasurer and he was a delegate to the Democratic national 
conventions of 1880 and 1892. At one time he was president of the 
Clay Manufacturers Association. 

In 1872 John Ringle married Augusta Engel, of Wausau, and they 
had five sons and four daughters; Gustav; Oscar; Edward; John; 
Leander; Anne, the wife of Dr. G. A. Thielke, of Wausau; Beatrice; 
Leonora, the wife of Abraham Ringle, of Jersey City, New Jersey; 
and Valeria, wife of Doctor Fleming. The mother of this family passed 
away July 1, 1894, and in 1895 the father married Louisa Kemmer, 
member of a well known Dodge County family, her death occurring 
in 1909. Mr. Ringle next married Mrs. Augusta (Thielke) Frey. He 
was a member of St. Paul’s Evangelical Church and of the Masonic 
order and he belonged to the Wausau Club. He died May 15, 1923. 

John Ringle Jr. after attending the public schools of Wausau 
started out in the business world as an employe of the First National 
Bank, in which he worked his way upward to the position of assistant 
cashier. Later he resigned and engaged in the bond business under 
the name of John Ringle Jr. & Company. He also became interested 
in the Northern Chief Iron Company, of which he was made vice 
president, and in 1923 he succeeded to the presidency of the company. 
This company has large holdings in the Gogebic range, controlling 
nearly all of the iron ore lands on the Wisconsin side, with mines 
at Hurley. He was also a director of the First American State Bank 
and was treasurer of the Wausau Cemetery Association. At all times 
he manifested sound judgment in business affairs, recognizing the 
possibilities of each business opportunity that was presented, and at 
all times he directed his efforts along lines leading to substantial suc- 
cess. He was elected president of the American Products Company in 
January, 1935, and a year later the name was changed to the Mathie- 
Ruder Brewing Company. This and his other interests gave him place 
among the men of affluence in his community. 

In Lincoln, Illinois, on the 20th of October, 1908, Mr. Ringle mar- 
ried Miss Lucy Kemmer, a daughter of Fred and Hannah (Gehlbach) 
Kemmer. They have a family of two sons and two daughters. Milda, 
born April 18, 1912, is the wife of Rudolph Gundlach and has one 
child, Gary Melvin. Lucille, born June 1, 1914, is now living in Miami, 
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Florida. John Fred, born November 11, 1920, was graduated from the 
Curtis Wright Aviation School and is now with the United States 
Navy. Donald, born September 2, 1928, married Loraine Tiesdale, of 
Royal Oak, Michigan, in 19438, and is now with the Army Air Corps 
Transport Command. The death of Mr. Ringle occurred in Glendale, 
California, where he had gone to visit his older son, who was then 
in military service on the Pacific coast. He was a member of St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Church and its Brotherhood and he was widely known in 
fraternal circles. He belonged to Forest Lodge, F.&A.M., attained 
the thirty-second degree in Eau Claire Consistory and was identified 
with Zor Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S., of Madison. He also had member- 
ship in the Eagles and Odd Fellows lodges and with the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks. Like his father, he was a prominent 
figure in Democratic circles in Wisconsin and represented his party 
as a delegate to the national conventions in Philadelphia and Chi- 
cago, when F. D. Roosevelt was nominated. For four years he served 
as chairman of the Democratic committee of Marathon County and 
he was the party candidate for state treasurer in 1940. As county 
chairman he was also a member of the Democratic State Central 
Committee, and his opinions carried weight in party councils, so 
that along political as well as business lines he left the impress of his 
individuality and ability upon the history of Marathon County and 
the state. At the time of his death he was president of Marathon 
County Democratic party. Mrs. Ringle still retains her residence in 
Wausau and she is an earnest member of the Red Cross and of St. 
Paul’s Evangelical Church, in both of which she is an active worker. 


THE E. D. SmitH PUBLIC LIBRARY has been a valued institution 
of Menasha for about fifty years, a library being first opened in the 
Tuscherer building in 1896, Mr. Tuscherer allowing three months 
rent free. In November, 1895, Miss Lucy Lee Pleasants had issued 
a public notice of a meeting to be held for the purpose of establishing 
a public library, and Elisha D. Smith, who was in attendance on 
that occasion, offered to donate five hundred dollars if the towns- 
people would raise a thousand dollars. The full amount was raised in 
1896 and the board of directors sent to the State Free Library Asso- 
ciation asking for a charter. The first books were issued to the public 
in 1896, the Library being opened on Wednesday and Saturday after- 
noons and evenings. The following spring a resolution was passed by 
the board of directors tendering the Library to Menasha, provided 
the people voted a one mill tax for its support and maintenance, and 
this was voted with a large majority. The same year Elisha D. Smith 
made his second gift to the Library, amounting to fifteen thousand 
dollars, with ten thousand dollars additional as an endowment fund. 

During the first year of the Library’s existence eleven thousand 
books were circulated under the direction of Miss Pleasants, while 
something of the increase in the patronage of the Library is indicated 
in the fact that in 1933 one hundred and thirty-four thousand books 
were in circulation. The first books presented to the Library were 
the gift of the Hon. H. S. Cook—one hundred and fifty volumes, 
together with some maps. From that time forward the number of 
books has been continually augmented by annual purchases. 

On the 7th of October, 1897, the plans of Van Ryn & DeGellek of 
Milwaukee for a library building were accepted by the board, to- 
gether with a bid of fourteen thousand, six hundred and seventy 
dollars for the erection of the building and Bogard’s bid of seven 
hundred dollars for the heating plant. S. J. Noble, F. D. Lake and 
Henry E. Trilling were appointed as the building committee to 
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oversee the construction of the building and the cornerstone was laid 
March 18, 1898, while on the 4th of August of that year Elisha D. 
Smith made another gift of five thousand dollars with which to com- 
plete and furnish the Library. 

In 1919 Miss Pleasants, the first librarian, resigned and was suc- 
ceeded by Harriet Northrup, who had been assistant. librarian and 
continued as librarian until 1933, when Miss Daisy Trilling took 
over the work and has since remained in charge. Miss Pleasants had 
rendered a magnificent service to the community in organizing the 
Library and placing it upon a practical working basis and when in 
1930-31 the children’s room was built it was dedicated to her and a 
bronze tablet to her memory was hung in that room, which is a very 
“large and cheery one, with every known library advantage given to 
the youth of the town, with a story book hour presided over by 
Miss Trilling. 

A branch office was opened in the Butte des Morts and St. John’s 
schools and all types of trade journals were made available for 
present day reading and study. 

The Library board in 1897 consisted of E. D. Smith, J. L. Fiewe- — 
ger, George Banta, F. D. Lake, Henry E. Trilling, Silas Bullard, John 
Wons, Henry Fitzgibbon and P. V. Lawson. To this board was 
transferred all the books, money and equipment of the library that 
was first opened. Mr. Smith gave a lot for the building and with the 
cornerstone laid on March 18, the building was finished and ready 
for occupancy in October, 1918. Years passed and in 1938 the 
building was entirely redecorated and a new floor laid in the main 
room. Approximately three thousand new books are added annually 
and there are subscriptions for eighty magazines, parts of which are 
bound for reference, while nine daily newspapers are provided for 
readers. The two branch libraries are open a half day in each week 
through the winter months and the circulation in these two amounts 
to four hundred books daily. In 1988 there were forty-seven hundred 
borrowers, while the story hour was attended by approximately two 
hundred and fifty children. The board in 1988 consisted of C. A. 
Peerenboon as president; Mrs. T. H. MacKinnon, vice president; 
and R. J. Fink, secretary. At the present writing, in 1943, Mr. 
Peerenboon remains as president; Peter Young is the vice president; 
and Mrs. Edna Loomans, the secretary-treasurer, and also on the 
board are R. A. Fink, O. K. Ferry and M. J. Gegan. 

The librarian since 1933 has been Miss Daisy Trilling, who was 
born at Kaukauna, Wisconsin, a daughter of Henry E. and Ida 
(Merklin) Trilling, also natives of Wisconsin. Her father was long a 
distinguished citizen of Menasha, where he engaged in the hardware 
business for seventy-five years. He also served on the Library board 
from its organization, was a member of the school board and the 
park board and was also chairman of the civic board. There was no 
project promoted for the benefit and improvement of the town that 
did not receive his assistance and support and_his efforts were far- 
reaching and beneficial. He served as president of the Menasha Club, 
was a member of the Masonic order and the Elks lodge and was ever 
a loyal adherent of the Episcopal church. 

Miss Daisy Trilling is the eldest of the three children born to her 
parents and she acquired her education in the Menasha grade and 
high schools, supplemented by a summer course at the Madison 
Library School, but most of her training for library work was of the 
practical kind received under the direction of Miss Pleasants. She 
is a member of the American Library Association and the State 
Library Association, belongs to the Garden Club and is an active 
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member of the Episcopal church. She also belongs to the Nutrition 
Club of the Fox River valley. 

Miss Trilling’s brother William, who is proofreader with the 
Banta Publishing Company, married Edna Harwood, of Appleton, 
and their daughter, Leah, is the wife of Tony Thelan and the mother 
of three children, Mary, Janet and Daniel. John, the son of William 
and Edna Trilling, is with the armed forces in World War II. Frank 
Trilling, the other brother, who is captain of the guard at Shaler’s in 
Waupun, Wisconsin, married Florence Loos, of Waupun, and their 
son, Frank H., who is now in military service, married Margery 
Hoard and has a little daughter, Margaret, who was born May 17, 1945. 

The death of Henry E. Trilling occurred February 1, 1929, and 
his’ wife survived until December 12, 1938. Miss Trilling’s work is 
doubly interesting to her because of her father’s interest in and active 
association with the Library, and the family has contributed much 
to cultural progress in Menasha. Associated with Miss Trilling is 


‘Norma Churchill as assistant librarian, Mrs. Daisy Bruehl and Mrs. 


Evelyn Nelson. The 1942 Library report shows there were 135,143 
books in circulation that year, while the Library contains 21,769 
volumes. Miss Trilling deserves much credit for the smooth and 
efficient management of everything connected with the Library, and 
she is also popular socially in the community in which practically her 
entire life has been passed. 


VERNON A. SWANSON, who is engaged in the practice of law in 
Milwaukee as a member of the firm of Miller, Mack & Fairchild, was 
born in Plum City, Pierce County, Wisconsin, November 13, 
1902. His parents, John and Agnes (Brunner) Swanson, were 
also natives of this state. John Swanson was born on a farm near 
Stockholm in Pepin County, where his father, Andrew Swanson, and 
his mother, who were both born in Sweden, had established their 
home. John Swanson died in September, 1910. Agnes Swanson was 
born on a farm near Plum City in Pierce County. Her father, Fred 
Brunner, was born in Switzerland and came to Pierce County with 
his parents as a baby, his parents being among the early settlers in 
this part of the state. Agnes Swanson’s mother, Meta (Rode) Brun- 
ner, was born in Pepin County of parents who were born in Germany 
and had immigrated to the United States in 1847 and settled on a 
farm in that county. Agnes Swanson died in September, 1944. 

Vernon A. Swanson is the eldest of four children, he having two 
brothers, Mark, of Iron Mountain, Michigan, and Floyd, of Milwaukee, 
and a sister, Gladys, who is married to Grafton Berry and lives at 
present in Washington, D. C. 

Vernon Swanson attended grade school in Plum City. In 1918 the 
family moved to Rhinelander and he graduated from the Rhinelander 
high school in 1921. He worked at various jobs for several years 
after graduating from high school, but in 1926 he enrolled in the 
letters and science course at the University of Wisconsin and after 
two years entered the law school, from which he graduated in 1931 
with the LL.B. degree. The following year he was admitted to the 
Wisconsin bar. He was employed by Miller, Mack & Fairchild upon 
his graduation from law school, and was admitted to a partnership in 
that firm in 1943. He belongs to the Milwaukee County Bar Associa- 
tion, the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the American Bar 
Association. In his student days he was a member of the board of 
editors of the Wisconsin Law Review and editor-in-chief of that 
publication in his senior year in law school. He is a member of Phi 
Alpha Delta fraternity and the Order of the Coif. 
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In June, 1932, Mr. Swanson married Miss Florence Hammerstrand, 
who was born in Danville, Illinois, but moved to Racine at an early 
age. Mrs. Swanson had attended the University of Wisconsin for two 
years prior to her marriage. Since her marriage she has attended 
Milwaukee Downer College, from which she was graduated in 1948. 
Mr. and Mrs. Swanson have one daughter, Mary Florence, born March 
3, 1944. 


JAMES O’CONNOR KELLEY, executive secretary of The Medical 
Society of Milwaukee County and managing editor of The Milwau- 
kee Medical Times, with offices at 208 Hast Wisconsin Avenue, was 
born in Merrill, Lincoln County, Wisconsin, April 14, 1908. He is the 
son of Dr. Francis H. and Prue (O’Connor) Kelley, both of whom 
were born in Wisconsin and are now residents of Merrill. His grand- 
father, William Kelley, was born in Mauston, Juneau County, Wis- 
consin, and William’s wife, Mrs..Julia Kelley, a native of the state, 
was also a member of an early pioneer family, James O. Kelley 
being of the fourth generation here. 

His father, Dr. Francis H. Kelley, graduated from the Marquette 
University School of Medicine in 1905, and the same year opened 
an office and began practicing in Merrill, where he is still very active 
in his profession and in civic affairs. Doctor Kelley’s wife was the only 
child of Jim O’Connor, one of the early lumbermen of northern Wis- 
consin, whose father came to the state when the work of settlement 
and development had just begun, and Prue O’Connor. He accom- 
plished much in the short span of his life, for he only lived to the 
age of thirty-two. 

In the family of Doctor Francis and Prue (O’Connor) Kelley were 
four children, the three sisters of James O. Kelley being Julia, Prue 
and Patricia. Julia, the eldest, was graduated from the University 
of Wisconsin in 1932 and is now the wife of Leonard Donoghue, of 
Merrill, Wisconsin. Prue graduated from the University of Wisconsin 
in the class of 1939 and then studied at the Vogue School of Design. 
At the present time she is overseas with an American Red Cross 
unit. Patricia was graduated from the Chicago Conservatory of 
Music in March 1942 and for the duration she is acting as clerk of the 
appeal board of Selective Service for the Eighth district at Merrill. 

James O’Connor Kelley obtained his early education in the public 
schools of Merrill, where he graduated from the high school in 1926. 
In 1930 he was graduated from Marquette University with a Bache- 
lor of Science degree. In 1932 he received his Master of Science 
degree from the University of Wisconsin. In 1932 and 19383 he 
continued to do graduate research in the medical science department 
of the University of Wisconsin, after which he began his medical 
administrative work as assistant to J. George Crownhart, the 
secretary of the State Medical Society of Wisconsin and editor of the 
Wisconsin Medical Journal. Later he acted as special assistant in the 
governor’s office during the administration of A. H. Schmedemann, 
and his training and experience there were most comprehensive and 
proved of great value to him in his later activities. 

In 1938 Mr. Kelley was appointed executive secretary of The 
Medical Society of Milwaukee County, and he has since served in this 
connection. At the same time he has been managing editor of The 
Milwaukee Medical Times, a monthly magazine published by the 
Society. He measures up to all the requirements of his dual position 
and his work has received the strong endorsement of those whom 
he represents, 
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Mr. Kelley, a member of the Catholic church, makes his home at 
881 East Birch Avenue, Whitefish Bay. He was married in 1934 to 
Marcella Salb, a daughter of Charles and Catherine Salb, natives of 
Milwaukee. Marcella Kelley is a graduate of Marquette University, 
where she studied journalism and for ten years, from 1930 to 1940, 
she was society editor of the Milwaukee Journal and did radio work. 
Mr. and Mrs. Kelley have two sons, James Francis, born December 
30, 1941, and Timothy Charles, who was born March 4, 1943. 


WILLIAM CLIFFORD STEVENS was born April 20, 1884, in Portland, 
Maine, a son of William Henry and Mary Virginia Stevens. He 
attended Portland high school, graduating in 1902, and then entered 
Cornell University at Ithaca, New York, from which he was graduated 
in 1906 with the degree of Mechanical Engineer. In approximately 
1926 he was elected a fellow in the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers. His home address at the time of his death in 1989 was 
3038 North Shepard Avenue, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Mr. Stevens’ professional experience is chronologically arranged 
below: 

From July, 1906, to 1907, student engineer, engineering depart- 
ment, Cutler-Hammer Manufacturing Company, Milwaukee. 

July, 1907, to January, 1910, sales engineer and service engineer, 
Pittsburgh office of Cutler-Hammer Manufacturing Company. During 
this period, in addition to handling engineering work in connection 
with sales problems, he handled experimental and field engineering 
pertaining to many electrical installations which represented pioneer 
problems in the electrical industry and with Cutler-Hammer at that 
time, such as electrical installations on all kinds of steel mill ma- 
chinery, blast furnaces, skip hoists, reversing mills, car dumpers, 
Huellet ore unloaders, etc. 

January, 1910, to October, 1910, with Bridgewater Woolen Com- 
pany, Bridgewater, Vermont. In addition to doing work connected 
with woolen manufacturing proper he handled engineering and 
various activities related to saw mills, lumber production, lighting 
of town of Bridgewater, etc. 

From October, 1910, to approximately February, 1912, a feat 
sales engineer, located at the factory of Cutler-Hammer Manufactur- 
ing Company, handling all kinds of special engineering work on large 
and special electrical problems. During this period Mr. Stevens spent 
two months at the Panama Canal working in conjunction with Gov- 
ernment engineers laying out control equipment for the Panama Canal. 
He also handled various kinds of special control problems for the 
factory in connection with various district offices, acting as con- 
sultant on both engineering and commercial phases. 

February, 1912, to October, 1918, acted as district manager in 
charge of Chicago sales district of Cutler-Hammer Manufacturing 
Company, having complete charge of all sales and engineering work 
in that territory. 

Fall of 1913 to January, 1917, district manager of eastern sales 
district of Cutler-Hammer Manufacturing Company, with headquar- 
ters in New York City and oflices in Connecticut, New York, Phila- 
delphia, Buffalo, and for a short period an office in Boston, supervising 
the entire sales and engineering activities in this district. 

January, 1917, to January, 1924, general sales manager of Cutler- 
Hammer Manufacturing Company at Milwaukee, handling all sales 
work, advertising, etc., in connection with sale of entire products. 
During this time for three years, approximately 1921 to 1924, as an 
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additional duty to that of sales manager Mr. Stevens had complete 
charge of development activities, sales and exploitation of electrical 
and mechanical gear shifts at that time being exploited by the com- 
pany, these gear shifts being designed to shift the gears of a standard 
automobile automatically at the will and under the control of the 
driver. The standard installations were for an appreciable period on 
operation of such cars as the Premier, Vulcan, Apperson, etc. During 
this time Mr. Stevens took out many patents connected with gear 
shift problems, supervised all fundamental research related to the 
work, and personally contacted the engineers of the various auto- 
mobile companies regarding the installation and application of 
the device. 

In 1924, at the request of the president of Cutler-Hammer Manu- 
facturing Company, Mr. Stevens undertook the organization of the 
separate engineering staff to handle all engineering and development 
work on new products, this engineering department operating entirely 
. independent of the routine engineering staff, and during this period 
he supervised a group of engineers working with chemical activities 
on moulding materials, design of electrical products of all descrip- 
tions as manufactured by this company, and special work in the 
development and design of electronic devices. For an appreciable 
period this work involved the expenditure of from sixty to ninety 
thousand dollars a month, embracing engineering work, patent ex- 
pense, new tools, etc. 

On December 19, 1928, Mr. Stevens was elected secretary of 
Cutler-Hammer, Inc., and April 14, 1931, was elected a director of 
the company. In 1930 he had been elected a director of Globe Union, 
Inc., of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. On March 380, 1936, Mr. Stevens was 
elected vice president in charge of engineering and continued in that 
capacity until his death, May 15, 1939. 3 

W. CG. Stevens was survived by his wife, Mrs. Sally (Morgan) 
Stevens; a son, Clifford Brooks Stevens, and a daughter, Mrs. Virginia 
(Stevens) Feld. He held memberships with the University Club, 
Town Club, Milwaukee Country Club and Gyro Club. His hobbies 
were horses and golf. 


CLIFFORD BrooKs STEVENS. When a truth has been so generally © 
accepted for years as to become an adage it may seem trite to repeat 
it, and yet such a truth shapes history and often marks the trend of 
improvement. The old adage that “there is always room at the top” 
finds verification in the life record of Brooks Stevens, industrial 
designer of Milwaukee. He has become a recognized leader in this 
field because of intiative, originality, broad vision and dreams of new 
and broader achievement in industrial design covering an extremely 
wide field. 

Born in Milwaukee, June 7, 1911, he is a son of William Clifford 
and Sally (Morgan) Stevens. The father, who was prominent in 
Milwaukee society and was director, vice president and secretary 
of Cutler-Hammer, Inc., died May 15, 1939, at the age of fifty-five 
years. He was born in Portland, Maine, April 20, 1884, and in 1906 
became associated with Cutler-Hammer, Inc., serving that company 
in many capacities. After graduating from Cornell University he 
joined that company as an engineer and later was transferred to the 
gales division, which he represented for eighteen years and then 
returned to the engineering department in 1924 to remain in charge 
there for several years. He then took over the offices of vice president, 
secretary, chief engineer and director of development, which he held 
until his death. He was also a director of the Globe Union, Inc., and 
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he was prominent and influential in the club circles of the city, having 
membership in the Hunt Club, University Club, Milwaukee Country 
Club, Town Club and the Gyro Club. In 1910 he married Sally 
Morgan and they became the parents of two children: Virginia, now 
the wife of James Montgomery Feld, residents of Milwaukee, and 
Clifford Brooks. A biography of W. C. Stevens appears elsewhere 
in this work. 

Brooks Stevens obtained his early education in the Milwaukee 
Normal School, the Riverside high school, the Milwaukee University 
School and the Milwaukee Country Day School. He then entered 
Cornell University as a member of the class of 1934 and majored 
in architectural design in the School of Architecture. His early busi- 
ness experience came to him through his employment by two soap 
companies and later he was associated with the Jewett & Sherman 
Company, designing and packaging their wholesale products. In 
1936 he opened his own office as an industrial designer, and his record 
since then has been one of steady progress. His success has been 
well earned, for he has studied the:-work from every possible angle 
and has surrounded himself with a staff of experts. Today his reputa- 
tion as a designer is established. The organization has executed over 
one thousand design commissions for over one hundred clients in as 
many varied industries. The pre-war annual retail sale of these 
products exceeds $300,000,000. The work has encompassed the fields 
of passenger cars, trucks, tractors, machine tools, outboard motors, 
children’s toys, radios, farm and household appliances. The most 
recent work in connection with the war effort encompassed the 
designing of mobile stills and sterilizers, field stoves, command car 
and ambulance bodies, amphibious trailers and motorized toboggans. 

Mr. Stevens is also widely known as the designer of beautiful 
modern furniture. In this he has specialized in the use of wood, 
plastic and other non-metal materials, yet giving beauty, utility and 
comfort for every requirement. His suite of offices are furnished with 
desks and chairs and other equipment of his own design, all showing 
\the ultra-modern trend. 

Mr. Stevens has gathered about him a corps of experts in many 
fields, among whom are James D. Floria and John Hughes Jr., 
executive designers, Anthony L. Reed, design engineer, and seven 
additional staff members. The work of the company takes a high 
place in the automotive and aeronautical field, for they are doing 
extensive post-war planning. 

Mr. Stevens has also done the restyling of the F. W. D. truck 
for the Four Wheel Drive Auto Company of Clintonville, Wisconsin, 
who are looking forward to producing these new trucks after the 
war. Other firms using Brooks Stevens’ designs are: Ace Vacuum 
Stores, Inc., of Boston, Massachusetts; the Willys-Overland Motors, 
Inc., of Toledo, Ohio; the Republic Stamping & Enameling Company 
of Canton, Ohio; Cleveland Welding Company of Cleveland, Ohio; 
General Electric Company of Bridgeport, Connecticut; Gable Manu- 
facturing Company, General American Aerocoach Company, Trav-Ler 
Karenola Radio & Television Corporation, all of Chicago, Illinois; - 
Johnson Motors of Waukegan, Illinois; J. E. Porter Corporation of 
Ottawa, Illinois; The Dumore Company, 8S. C. Johnson & Son, Inc., 
Peerless Machine Company, Whitman Publishing Company and 
Wheary, Inc., all of Racine, Wisconsin; Ben Hur Manufacturing Com- 
pany, Blackhawk Manufacturing Company, Boston Store, Bradley 
Washfrountain Company, Briggs & Stratton Corporation, Chain Belt 
Company, Checker Express Company, Cleaver-Brooks Company, 
Cutler-Hammer, Inc., Delta Manufacturing Company, Downing Box 
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Company, Evinrude Motors, Harnischfeger Corporation, Miller 
Brewing Company, L. J. Mueller Furnace Company, National Enamel- 
ing and Stamping Company, Northern Signal Company, Perfex 
Corporation, Prime Manufacturing Company, Rundle Manufacturing 
Company, Schlitz Brewing Company, Steam-O-Matie Corporation, E. 
R. Wagner Company and Wisconsin Ice & Coal Company, all of Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin; Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Company of West 
Allis, Wisconsin; Aluminum Goods Manufacturing Company of 
Manitowoc, Wisconsin; Barton Manufacturing Company of West 
Bend, Wisconsin; Cudahy Brothers Company of Cudahy, Wisconsin; 
Hamilton Manufacturing Company of Two Rivers, Wisconsin; 
Laminated Process Company; Moe Brothers Manufacturing Com- 
pany of Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin; Simplicity Manufacturing Com- 
pany of Port Washington, Wisconsin; Coolerator Company of Duluth, 
Minnesota; and Engineering Developments Ltd. of London, England. 

On the 21st of August, 1937, Mr. Stevens married Alice Elizabeth 
Kopmeier, a native of Milwaukee and a daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Waldemar Kopmeier, the family being one of marked social 
prominence in this city. Mrs. Stevens attended the Milwaukee 
Downer Seminary, the Spence School for Girls in New York and 
the Garland School in Boston. The two children born of their 
marriage are: David Brooks, age five, now a pupil in the Milwaukee 
Country Day School, and William Clifford, age two. 

Mr. Stevens is a member of the Society of Automotive Engineers 
and has recently been invited to prepare a paper on the “Practical 
Postwar Automobile,” which was delivered before this body. He is 
the author of many articles on the practical application of industrial 
design in industry. He also has membership in the National Aero- 
nautical Society, the Army Ordnance Association, while his college 
fraternity is Chi Psi. He belongs to the Milwaukee Chapter of Rotary 
International and to the Plymouth Congregational Church. He holds 
one of the original fifteen fellowships in the newly-formed Society 
of Industrial Designers, a group consisting of the best known pioneers 
in the profession—Walter Dorwin Teague, Henry Dreyfuss, Raymond 
Loewy and Harold Van Doren. 


LEON F. Fo.ey is one of the able and successful attorneys of Mil- 
waukee, practicing as a member of the firm of Miller, Mack & Fair- 
child, and he is also serving as a director of many of the city’s most 
important business interests. He is a man of keen insight and dis- 
crimination and has gained a most creditable position in commercial 
and industrial as well as professional circles. Born in Wisconsin 
Rapids, Wood County, July 25, 1894, Leon F. Foley is a son of Thomas 
and Laura (Lemay) Foley, also natives of this state. The family is 
of Irish and French descent, and Timothy Foley, the grandfather of 
Leon F., came to this state in 1860, being identified with its early 
agricultural development. His son, Thomas Foley, died in Wisconsin 
Rapids December 31, 1944. His widow, who is still living in Wiscon- 
sin Rapids, was born in a log cabin on the farm which her father, 
Louis Lemay, cleared after his early arrival in this state, when the 
Indians were still living in Wood County in large numbers. 

Leon F. Foley, the only child born to his parents, obtained his 
early education in the schools of his native city, being graduated from 
the Wisconsin Rapids high school with the class of 1914. Through 
the three succeeding years he attended the University of Wisconsin, 
but put aside his textbooks to enlist in the service of his country, then 
engaged in the first World War. He was commissioned an ensign in 
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the navy and was in active service from June, 1917, until June, 1919. 
After receiving his discharge he returned to the University at Madison 
and there received his Bachelor of Laws degree cum laude at his grad- 
uation in 1921. He began practice as an associate of the firm of Mil- 
ler, Mack & Fairchild and was admitted to a partnership in 1983. He 
pays particular attention to corporation practice and is well informed 
on this branch of the law, proving a wise counselor as well as an able 
advocate in the courts. 

In 1918 Mr. Foley married Mildred Florence Kruger, who was 
born in Wisconsin Rapids, a daughter of Fred W. and Florence (Hor- 
ton) Kruger. The Kruger family was established in Wood County 
during the early period of its setthement, and Fred W. Kruger was 
for many years a clothing merchant of Wisconsin Rapids, where he 
still lives but is now retired from business. Mrs. Foley was there 
reared and educated. Mr. and Mrs. Foley have one daughter, Jean, 
a graduate of the University of Chicago, where she majored in Eng- 
lish. 
Mr. Foley has membership in Phi Delta Phi and Phi Kappa Phi 
fraternities and also in the Order of the Coif. He belongs to the 
Milwaukee County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Asso- 
ciation and the American Bar Association, and he enjoys in full 
measure the respect and confidence of his contemporaries in law 
practice. Appreciative of the social amenities, he has membership 
in the Milwaukee Club, the University Club and the Milwaukee Coun- 
try Club. That he has deep interest in the welfare of his fellowmen 
is indicated in the fact that he is a director of several social agencies. 
A love of music has always been one of his strong characteristics and 
he is particularly interested in symphony and opera music and pos- 
sesses one of the finest collections of phonograph records in Wisconsin. 
He derives recreation from golf and fishing, and thus the interests and 
activities of his life are well balanced, making his a well rounded 
character, his efforts being a helpful force in professional, civic and 
cultural progress in the city where he has made his home since his 
early manhood. 


GEO. SILBERNAGEL & SONS COMPANY. The history of town or city 
is best told in the record of its business development through its 
commercial and industrial growth, in which connection the firm of 
Geo. Silbernagel & Sons Company is outstanding, for through twenty 
years it has been classed with Wausau’s leading productive industries 
as year by year its business connections have been broadened and 
its output increased in the manufacture of millwork, sash, door, etc. 
Today, meeting the needs of. the country in connection with the war 
effort, the business is devoted to the manufacture of wooden ammu- 
nition boxes for the government, but reconversion to its original line 
of production will take place as soon as hostilities are over. 

The founder of the business was George Silbernagel Sr., who 
was born in 1870 and who in his earlier manhood was associated 
with the J. M. Kuebler Company of Wausau, having removed to 
this city from Madison, Wisconsin, in 1900. From that time forward 
he was associated with the industrial development of his adopted 
city and in 1925, ambitious to engage in business on his own account, 
he entered the sash and door manufacturing industry by organ- 
izing the Geo. Silbernagel & Sons Company, for from the begin- 
ning he associated his three sons, George Jr., Edward G. and Ber- 
nard J., with the enterprise, all of whom were active in the manage- 
ment and expansion of the business, Mdward G. becoming the active 
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assistant of his father in the office and plant, while George Jr. was 
the sales representative in charge of the Chicago offices of the firm, 
and Bernard J. served the company in various capacities. 

The success of the enterprise from the outset was not only 
attributable to the close application and capable management of 
father and sons, but was also largely due to the inventive genius 
of the father, whose plans for a fully equipped electric factory with 
high speed production, were carried out and proved thoroughly 
practical. He introduced the most modern methods in production 
and he invented many of the machines which were introduced and 
proved of great value in successful operation. Only once has an 
untoward fate proved a setback in the success of the company. This 
was in 1934, when a disastrous fire completely destroyed their factory. 
In the Silbernagel vocabulary, however, there is no such word as 
“fail,” and with characteristic determination and enterprise they 
faced the situation. 

In 1982 the city of Wausau had purchased the land and buildings 
of the defunct Wausau Novelty Company, and when the Silber- 
nagel plant was no more the company at once arranged to take over 
this property from the city on a fifteen years’ lease. Two years later, 
in 1936, George Silbernagel, founder of the business, passed away, 
and his wife died in September, 1941, but their sons had been carefully 
trained in the business and were thoroughly familiar with it in 
every phase and detail. They became owners of the business with 
George J. Silbernagel Jr. becoming the president and general sales 
manager, while Edward G. was in active supervision of plant and 
operation as general manager, secretary and treasurer, and Bernard 
J. Silbernagel became vice president and assistant general manager. 
The steady growth and development of the business continued and by 
1938 the company, which began operations with only sixteen employes, 
had three hundred and seventy men on their payroll, employed in 
two shifts. By 1986 they were paying out two hundred and seven- 
ty-five thousand dollars in annual wages, and there has since been 
a gratifying and steady increase in the business, so that today they 
are employing seven hundred workmen in the manufacture of the 
wooden ammunition boxes for the Government. 

When their fifteen years’ lease on the present property expired 
they purchased the land and they now have an extensive plant, well 
equipped with the latest improved machinery to further their work. 
The three brothers continued to own and control the enterprise until 
May 15, 1943, when George Silbernagel sold his interest to Edward 
G. and Bernard J. Silbernagel, who reorganized the company, so that 
the present official personnel is as follows: Edward G. Silbernagel, 
president; Bernard J. Silbernagel, vice president; E. C. Holterman, 
secretary; and E. J. Wipfli, treasurer. At present the company is 
turning out between ten and twelve carloads of their finished product 
per day and is proving a most valuable asset in the industrial growth 
and upbuilding of Wausau, where operations have now been carried 
on for two decades. 


EDWARD G. SILBERNAGEL, who since May 15, 1948, has been pres- 
ident of the Geo. Silbernagel & Sons Company, manufacturers of 
sash, doors and millwork at Wausau now engaged in manufac- 
turing supplies for the Government, was born in Madison, Wis- 
consin, August 21, 1898, a son of George and Katharine Silbernagel, 
who in 1900 removed from the capital city to Wausau. Accordingly 
Edward G. Silbernagel was here reared and pursued his preliminary 
education in St. Mary’s parochial school, while later he spent four 
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years as a high school pupil here and then became a student in the 
University of Wisconsin which he also attended for four years. In 
the meantime his father had become an official of the J. M. Kuebler 
Company and in the summer vacations Edward G. largely spent his 
time in the employ of that organization. At the time of World War I 
he enlisted in the Coast Artillery and spent one year in France with 
the Fifth Anti-Aircraft Sector, First Army Corps. Following his re- 
turn to the United States he finished his college course at the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, where he was awarded the Bachelor of Arts 
degree as a member of the class of 1921. He next entered the employ 
of the Marathon Sawmill Company at the town of Texas in Marathon 
County, Wisconsin, where he remained from 1921 until 1924. He then 
became connected with the Fort Wayne Building & Supply Company 
at Fort Wayne, Indiana, acting as order clerk and estimator until 
1926, when he returned to Wausau and joined his father, who the 
previous year had founded the business of which Edward G. Silber- 
nagel is now the head. He has since served in an official capacity with 
the company, first becoming his father’s assistant in the office man- 
agement and direction of production and secretary and treasurer. 
After his father’s death in 1936 he continued as general manager of 
the business and also as secretary and treasurer of the company, 
which has continuously operated under the name of the Geo. Silber- 
nagel & Sons Company, engaging in the manufacture of sash, doors 
and millwork, with a steadily increasing business until 1942, when the 
plant was converted to the manufacture of wooden ammunition boxes 
for the Government. Its reconversion, however, will be a compara- 
tively easy matter when, the war over, it again takes up its former 
line in connection with the lumber industry. Mr. Silbernagel has al- 
ways been in this field of production and has wisely directed the in- 
terests under his control, with results that are highly satisfactory. 
In November, 1924, Mr. Silbernagel, married Clara Wightman, 
of Superior, Wisconsin, who is a graduate of the State Teachers 
College of that place. They have two sons and a daughter: Edward 
G. Jr., who was born in 1926 and was educated in St. Mary’s par- 
ochial school and the Wausau high school, and is now a member of 
the Army Air Forces; Richard W., who was born in 1928, and is 
attending high school; and Dorothy E., born in 1929 and also a pupil 
in the Wausau schools. The family are communicants of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church, of which Mr. Silbernagel was one of the trustees, 
and he also belongs to the American Legion and the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, while his interest in community welfare is shown in 
his membership in the Chamber of Commerce and his active and 
efficient service as a member of the board of education of Wausau. 


BERNARD J. SILBERNAGEL. Since 1900 the name of Silbernagel has 
figured in connection with industrial production in Wausau and 
since 1925 the firm of Geo. Silbernagel & Sons Company has 
played an important part in the business development of this section 
of the state. Throughout almost this entire period Bernard J. Silber- 
nagel has been closely associated with the manufacture of doors, 
sash and other millwork turned out by the company, which he joined 
soon after its organization, and Wausau has thus long known. him 
as an energetic and enterprising business man. He was born in this 
city, November 27, 1910, a son of Mr. and Mrs. George Silbernagel, 
both of whom have now passed away. In early boyhood he was 
enrolled as a pupil in St. Mary’s parochial school and after. com- 
pleting the grade school work attended the Wausau high school. He 
also spent two years as a student in Marquette University of Mil- 
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waukee and following the completion of his course there he joined 
his father, who in 1925 had founded the business of the Geo. 
Silbernagel & Sons Company, being soon afterward joined by his 
three sons, George Jr., Edward G. and Bernard J., each of whom 
was assigned to active part in the management and control as 
well as the production of the output. Bernard J. acted in various 
capacities, thus becoming thoroughly acquainted with the business 
in its various aspects, and with the death of his father in 1986 he 
and his brothers, George and Edward G., became owners of the 
business, Bernard J. being made vice president and assistant gen- 
eral manager. When the eldest brother, George, disposed of his 
interest in 1948 Bernard J.was continued in the vice presidency and 
still occupies that official position in a business which has steadily 
expanded until it now furnishes employment to seven hundred people. 

Mr. Silbernagel was united in marriage to Miss Marian Shulz, 
of Wausau, and the family circle now numbers two sons: Bernard 
-G., who was born December 18, 1940, and John, born February 
Ly 4944) 


EVERETT C. HOLTERMAN, connected with the lumber manufactur- 
ing industry as the secretary of the Geo. Silbernagel & Sons Com- 
pany of Wausau, is one of Wisconsin’s native sons, having been born 
in Fond du Lac on the 28th of November, 1904, his parents being 
William and Carrie E. (Norton) Holterman. His grandfather on 
the maternal side was Thomas Norton, who published the first news- 
paper at Spencer, Wisconsin, in the later 1850s, and then established 
a paper at Marshfield. Subsequently he retired from the journalistic 
field and took up his residence on his farm near Fond du Lac. The 
grandparents of Everett C. Holterman in the paternal line were Louis 
and Caroline (Rohls) Holterman, the former a native of Pennsyl- 
vania, while the latter was born in the State of New York. 

Everett C. Holterman acquired his early education in rural 
schools of Clark and Marathon counties of Wisconsin and later at- 
tended the high school at Spencer. He next entered Taylor University 
at Upland, Indiana, and he was also a student in the Teachers College 
at Stevens Point, Wisconsin, before his matriculation in the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin as a law student, there winning his LL.B. degree 
in 1935. Before preparing for the bar, however, he devoted several 
years to teaching school. He taught in the Spencer high school for 
a year and was an instructor in the schools of Baraboo, Wisconsin, 
for three years. He next went to Berlin, this state, where he was prin- 
cipal of the junior high school for three years. He regarded this, how- 
ever, as an initial step to other professional labor and entered the 
University for his law course, being admitted to the bar in 1935, 
after which he opened an office in Madison, where he still continues 
in practice. 

Mr. Holterman married Miss Helen Silbernagel, a sister of Kd- 
ward G. and Bernard J. Silbernagel, the present president and vice 
president, respectively, of the George Silbernagel & Sons Company, 
manufacturers of sash, doors and millwork at Wausau. Mr. Holterman 
joined this organization as its secretary in May, 1948, at which time 
George Silbernagel, who had been president of the company from 
1936, sold his interest in the business, which was then reorganized, 
Edward G. Silbernagel becoming the president, with Bernard J. Sil- 
bernagel as the vice president, Mr. Holterman as secretary and E. J. 
Wipfli as treasurer. Mrs. Holterman, whom he married in 1928, is 
a graduate of the Teachers College of Stevens Point and also of the 
University of Wisconsin, and she was a teacher both prior to and 
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subsequent to her marriage. She is now very active in Red Cross 
work. Mr. Holterman is a member of the Masonic order and along 
professional lines is connected with the Wisconsin State Bar Asso- 
ciation. 


ERVIN J. WIPFLI, treasurer and comptroller of the Geo. Silber- 
nagel & Sons Company of Wausau, has been a lifelong resident of 
Wisconsin. He was born on the 23d of March, 1910, in Wisconsin 
Rapids, a son of Frank and Susan (Schlig) Wipfli, the father a na- 
tive of Switzerland, while the mother was born in Milwaukee, this 
state. 

After largely devoting his youthful days to the acquirement of 
an education in the grades and Lincoln high school of Wisconsin Rap- 
ids, and taking courses in accounting in several different schools, 
Ervin J. Wipfli came to Wausau in 1932 to follow his profession as 
a public accountant and in 1937 he joined the George Silbernagel & 
Sons Gompany, of which he is now the treasurer and comptroller. 
He is methodical and thoroughly accurate in all that he does and his 
work contributes to the successful conduct of the business, which 
was founded in 1925 and has since been carried on successfully until 
it is now one of the most important productive concerns in this sec- 
tion of the state. 

Mr. Wipfli married Carolyn Scholl, of Wausau, and they have one 
son, Conrad, who was born September 22, 1937. The religious faith 
of Mr. Wipfli is indicated in his connection with St. James Catholic 
Church and his association with the Knights of Columbus and the 
Catholic Knights of Wisconsin. His interest in community welfare is 
shown in his membership in the Junior Chamber of Commerce. He 
is also a member of the Elks lodge. He has now lived in Wausau for 
twelve years and has won for himself a creditable position in its busi- 
ness circles and in the regard of those with whom he has been brought 
in contact. 


LOUIS KUEHN is now living retired but for many years was closely 
and prominently associated with the steel industry in the United 
States and did much for the development of that field of business in 
Wisconsin. He was the founder of the Milwaukee Corrugating Com- 
pany, which later became the Milcor Steel Company, that later became 
a subsidiary of the Inland Steel Company. A most progressive spirit 
was manifest in all that he undertook and as the word “fail” had no 
part in his vocabulary he forged his way steadily forward until he 
reached the goal of honorable and deserved success. 

A native of Alsace-Lorraine, Mr. Kuehn was born on the 5th of 
November, 1867. His parents, Karl and Margaret Magdaline 
(Deutsch) Kuehn, were also born in Alsace-Lorraine, the latter in 
the year 1851. The father, who was born in 1847, spent his entire 
life in his native province, where he engaged in raising hops on a 
small farm through the growing season, while in the winter months 
he followed weaving. 

In 1887, when a young man of twenty years, Louis Kuehn became 
actively associated with sheet metal and the steel industry in the 
United States and has been the founder and promoter of the Mil- 
waukee Rolling Mills Company. He was first employed in this line 
in Canton, Ohio, after which he traveled as a steel salesman through 
six states, including Wisconsin, and during that period acquired a 
very wide and useful knowledge of the business. In 1896 he organized 
the La Crosse Steel Roofing & Corrugating Company, which enterprise 
he successfully conducted until he sought the advantages of the 
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broader field offered in Milwaukee, with its larger shipping facilities 
and better trade connections. Here in 1902 he founded the Milwaukee 
Corrugating Company and thus launched a business which has become 
one of the largest productive enterprises of the city. Concentrating 
his energies and attention upon its growth and development, he soon 
was in control of a large trade in sheet metal building products that 
was carried on under the original name until 1927, when a reorgan- 
ization was effected under the name of the Milcor Steel Company, 
which became a subsidiary of Inland Steel, one of the largest steel 
corporations of the kind in the country. 

Mr. Kuehn has never stopped short of the fulfillment of his pur- 
pose. His plans have been carefully considered and then promptly 
executed and his contribution to the industrial development of Mil- 
waukee has been of a most substantial character. Not only did he 
organize and profitably control the Milcor Company but he also 
established the Milwaukee Rolling Mills Company and in 1920 he 
’ founded the Metal Products Corporation, of which his son, George 
Kuehn, is the president and treasurer while Mr. Kuehn remains as the 
vice president, although not active in the business management. In 
1940 he practically retired to enjoy the rest that he had richly earned 
and his leisure is now largely spent in travel, in the enjoyment of his 
beautiful home and the companionship of his family and many friends. 
During World War II he served as a member of the Selective Service 
on Draft Board No. 18. 

It was in 1903 that Mr. Kuehn wedded Viarda B. Rose, who was 
born in La Crosse, Wisconsin, and is of German descent. Her parents 
were George B. and Minnie (Karstens) Rose, both natives of Ger- 
many. Her father came to Wisconsin about 1849 and for many years 


engaged in the jewelry business in La Crosse as a member of the. 


firm of George B. Rose & Brother. He died in the year 1915 but the 
business is still carried on by his son, Walter Rose. Unto Mr. and 
Mrs. Kuehn have been born a son and daughter: George, who is a 
graduate of Cornell University and is now president and treasurer 
of the Metal Products Corporation; and Viarda Marie, a graduate of 
Milwaukee Downer Seminary, who also studied in Pansion, Rosenrck 
and Lausanne, Switzerland. She was married to Stephen Lawrence 
Ingersoll and has one child, Louise Gaylord Ingersoll. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kuehn reside in a lovely home on Lake Drive in 
Milwaukee and also have an attractive summer home at Duck Lake, 
Michigan. They are lovers and collectors of works of art and have 
traveled extensively over the world gathering objets d’art in many 
lands, so that their home is now filled with many rare and valuable 
pieces. The walls are adorned with fine paintings, including many 
originals by famous artists of both ancient and modern times. Mr. 
and Mrs. Kuehn were traveling in Europe and were in Berlin at the 
outbreak of the first World War, during which time they saw many of 
the dignitaries and warlords at the hotels where they were guests in 
Germany. 


SILAS L. SPENGLER, an attorney of Menasha, where he has been 
engaged in active practice since 1919, is descended through the mater- 
nal line from a family long associated with the history of the bench and 
bar in Winnebago County. He was born in Hortonville, Outagamie 
County, Wisconsin, February 17, 1898, a son of Otto and Caroline 
(Bullard) Spengler, the latter a daughter of Judge Silas Bullard, who 
was born near Greenfield in Franklin County, Massachusetts, Decem- 
ber 9, 1841. Arriving in Wisconsin in 1871, when thirty years of age, 
he was thereafter closely associated with the business, professional and 
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intellectual progress of the state. He served as superintendent of 
schools, was editor of a paper and was a prominent representative of 
the bar, serving as city attorney, as mayor of Menasha, as county su- 
pervisor, as county judge and as a member of the Wisconsin General 
Assembly, leaving the impress of his individuality and ability upon the 
history of the county in many ways. He was the president of the First 
National Bank and the secretary-treasurer of the Paul Paper Com- 
pany. 

The grandfather of Silas L. Spengler in the paternal line was Wil- 
liam Henry Spengler, a native of Germany, who came to the United 
States when a very small boy in company with his parents, who settled 
in Reedsburg, Wisconsin. He served in the Civil War as a bridge 
builder for the Government and after hostilities had ceased he engaged 
in farming, in merchandising and in banking. He founded the Bank 
of Dale at Dale, Wisconsin, and was one of the organizers of a bank 
in Hortonville. Spengler’s Corners, where he owned land, was named 
for him. He reached the advanced age of eighty-seven years and re- 
mained active all through his later years, giving supervision to his 
private business interests. 

Otto Spengler, son of William Henry and Wilhelmina Spengler, 
took up the banking business in young manhood and always continued 
active in that field, being connected at the time of his death with the 
Bank of Hortonville. He married Caroline Bullard, daughter of Judge 
Silas and Martha (Roby) Bullard, and they made their home in Hor- 
tonville, where they reared their two children, twins, Silas L. and 
Luella. The daughter was graduated from Stout Institute at Menomi- 
nee, Wisconsin, and is now the wife of Waldo Friedland. 

Silas L. Spengler after mastering the branches of learning taught 
in the public schools, attended the University of Wisconsin and was 
graduated in 1919 with the Bachelor of Arts degree, after which he 
devoted the next two years to the study of law, winning his LL.B. de- 
gree in 1921. While a student in Madison he took a leading part in 
athletics, playing as a member of the conference championship team 
in 1917-18, and was also a member of the Olympic Club team of Madi- 
son, which won first place in the Central A. A. U. basketball tourna- 
ment in Chicago in 1919. 

After his admission to the bar Mr. Spengler became associated in 
law practice with his grandfather, Judge Bullard, and after the Judge’s 
death formed a partnership with his son, Harry E. Bullard. Later he 
dissolved partnership with his uncle and has since practiced independ- 
ently, winning a most creditable position as a representative of the 
legal profession in Winnebago County, the court records bearing evi- 
dence to the many important litigated interests he has handled and to 
the many favorable verdicts he has won. His success is based upon his 
keen analytical power and his broad and accurate knowledge of legal 
principles. 

Mr. Spengler is a member of the Winnebago County Bar Associa- 


' tion and the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the high ethical 
_ standards of the profession are manifest in all of his legal work. He 


also belongs to the Masonic fraternity and the Fraternal Order of 


_ Eagles and he has membership in Alpha Sigma Phi and Phi Delta Phi. 


On the 10th of October, 1921, Mr. Spengler married Margaret 
Melaas, of Stoughton, Wisconsin, a daughter of J. F. Melaas, a promi- 


- nent merchant there. The family circle now numbers three sons and 


a daughter. The eldest, William Frederick, born January 12, 1923, 
attended high school in Menasha and afterward was graduated from 
Phillips Academy at Andover, Massachusetts. He had also spent 
three semesters as a student in the University of Wisconsin when he 


’ - iH) an 
‘PO YHEARDOE 


Yo Insbootriveque se bevise oH state odd to esotgorg: law 
to ae eee Jnsaid & é8, bas r8¢ ag & lo tOtibe as 

04 inves 4s elena Qo roysm ae oeottioite eis en: 
ferenot) nierosetW ort 10 diem « an bas aghul yiawoo an , 
off noqu Uilids brs yileubivited eid Yo essxqmi odd waived 
jwit'T orl) to tnebinews odd sawevlt  ceyew yaam oi 

<109 sage luad a lo worwaeett-yietoise ad} baa aed lawoisai 


iW caw soit laritag edi ai wigneg? ot esf2 Yo r9riatbiasty oft 
bosin'! 9) of} seeo of \YnenrieD Yo svilea @ sslyneq2 vine oreil 
beitive ow 2taoraq eit Aw tragmos ai yod Heme 6 tedw astsi2 
subiid s as ieW livid ef ai bevise oH .cienoo pire 
begagny on beeses bad evidtiveod 1314 bie Ioan ein $101 t9ebliud © 
inad ofj bebttvet eh wahiderd at baw yoleibuadowe at conierel a 
duad a to srexicagro eft Io oto naw bag siznooeiW isis te ole to | 
boman saw .bral beewo on otedw eraas09 a'olgusq2 ollivnotioH ste 
vi bas etsoy nyvyss-ehityle to ope hosnavhe of} hodoeersH nid sok 4 
#id o} noteivieque griviy «iiey retal eid dyvoid lis svitog bettiagn © 
elestsini sesciend alaving 
wviyneqe aninfodtiW bre vinelt avilliW Yo nos ‘telgnegq2 030 
bseuniiaoo exnwla bsta hoodatsc 3 yttuoy al esonieud yoiiaed ond qu foot 
ant diw dinch sid te emi? Sd? 3g batoonnon waited .bi6f tuilt at ovitan © 
oybul to :9tdgenb dagilot enilow’) beitrism oH “olliv otiolt io das 
“1oH ai oetod tied shart yed) boa dagllud (ydoA) eddie bag aslie 
bas 1 aafi& utiw? geetbliee ow? ver? heisot yodt oodw oll 
inoue te odaiisesti ware mort bataubatg aaw teidguah oiT all 
Dbuslbertt obla'W to otiw od) won ef bas \alenosaiW oon. 
Iduves ysicisol lo sofonesd ofl) gatvedacen iSite wigaeqa’ I enlig@ 9 
eew bos Citar iW io yitetoviall oct bobnotte 2loodos sildug od? ai 
64d doiulw iste eotaeb ejiA to wilerisall oft dtiw ere? wi balay 
ob 411 eid galante wal te vbute odi 03 etasy owt Ixon oll 
ni faq yaihest a dood of avetbaM oi Jeobuda'e slik W ASL at sety 
iiswoay + qidenoiggiads * yoitetotaos od) Yo teddies an gubyely owl eisits 4 - 
-IbaM, Yo west dol) siaayiO od) to isdinsin & cele eaw bog BI-VIOLs 
-eit‘iod tediodead .U A .A latins off ai soni Jet? now dotiw ,n08- 
0L@F mi ogasidD ai trem) 
wi betaisoves aingoad valgneq® 1M ted off of coieaimba gid vwitA 
e'subal ofj site bow brelivtl sghul ,sorlistbaety eid dtiw aold 1% 
ef sind .bistivl 4 yell woe aid dtiw qidersed tag a wield 
~-husqehui buctlonig sadie end bas aloau 2id dtiw qidatenttag & bq 
oH} lo oviisinexsviqet 8 2% soisizog eldatibexs Jeom a gniauiw ; 
-vo yninasd ehicum Meod add vinvod ogadotniW si Bavaie ns’ = 
of bas bolbred ead od Merrstel botsgitil isatroqesi vitae oni of A 
aid nagu boesd 4teeesode iH .now pad od atoibrsy aldaxovet wsanr: i 
legal lo oybofwond siatuese boa heowd eid bre z9wog basityiene ame 


-ainoeeA ratl wauo) onedanaiW eft Yo tedrtem # at 19 
levidia ryic ber PA taper y ses oemmy stale qian 
oli .dtow isyol s & itt Jeg sat oa vieelong ot 
to abvO fnnretavT of} ban yfiewtett ot 
Af silo Gft boa iit ae ai? wal ai eb 
istaygislt ity * aps Sic 20 to 

-imorg & pee yu iy ‘toed W ,toftytoie to, 
bus exon sotd) siadimnt oforid Yims? on 194 193 triadonse 
SVT SE viavnah, wie noha paailti\ i oe iti os ‘to 


mot eran jee 
Jdege. 8 
od norlw Tape to en ia 


- yey 4 
a ont 
desea 


+ 


@¢ 
és ’ 
anh, - 


a & ‘ f 4 ~~ ‘ y pee Lz UG 
é ~~ oe bath oT a eee 


632 WISCONSIN 


enlisted in March, 1948, and is now connected with the Army Student 
Training Program, taking intensive government training and French 
at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Susan Elizabeth, 
the only daughter, born January 28, 1926, attended the Menasha 
schools and is now studying at the University of Wisconsin. Silas Jr., 
born October 20, 1980, and David Jon, born June 9, 19384, are in the 
grade schools. Mrs. Spengler is a daughter of Julius Ferdinand and 
Olive (Erickson) Melaas, both of whom were born in Dane County, 
Wisconsin, and are now living in Stoughton, where the father is a 
merchant and also president of the First National Bank. Mrs. Speng- 
ler is a member of the King’s Daughters and is active in support of 
the Republican party. Mr. Spengler belongs to the American Legion, 
having been a member of the Student Army Training Corps during the 
first World War. Both he and his wife are connoiseurs of antiques and 
he is also interested in philately and old letters and in Indian relics. 
Both are representatives of old families of the state, long and honor- 
ably connected with the history of Wisconsin. 


WILLIAM J. PFLEGER is president of the Pfleger Agency of Milwau- 
kee, conducting a general insurance, real estate and mortgage business 
at 229 East Wisconsin Avenue. He also has various other business 
connections and in each displays enterprise and sound judgment— 
qualities that have brought him to the goal of substantial success. A 
native of Cincinnati, Ohio, born October 19, 1875, he is a son of Jacob 
and Regina (Rack) Pfleger, both of whom were born in Germany and 
are now deceased. After living for some time in Ohio they removed to 
Milwaukee in 1876, when their son William was in his first year. The 
father became proprietor of Hotel Garnee, one of the best hotels of 
the city at that time, and continued to conduct it until his death, 
which occurred in 1883, when he was thirty-six years of age. The 
Pfleger restaurant was also one of the well known eating places of 
the city, famous far and wide for its turtle soup. It also furnished 
meals for Milwaukee’s leading musical circles and for the artists who 
came here to present musical entertainment. It was located at 457 
Market Square, near the City Hall. Mrs. Regina Pfleger, like her 
husband, proved most efficient in business, for after his death she 
conducted a boarding house on Biddle Street and later removed with 
her family to Okauchee Lake in Waukesha County, where she suc- 
cessfully conducted the Hotel Pfleger for many years, the property 
being owned by the family until a recent date, when it was sold. 

William J. Pfleger was a pupil in the Engleman School, now the 
University School, also attended the Seventh Ward public school of 
Milwaukee and later the Spencerian Business College. In his early 
youth he went to work as office boy with an insurance firm and has 
been engaged in the insurance business altogether for fifty years, save 
for a brief period. He was with the Phillips & Rebhan Insurance 
Agency for several years and then entered the employ of the Milwau- 
kee Mutual Building & Loan Association, but, returning to the insur- 
ance field, he formed a partnership with Fred C. Bogk under the firm 
style of Bogk & Pfleger. This was in 1907 and the business was car- 
ried on under the old name until 1918, when the name of the Pfleger 
Agency was adopted. Mr. Pfleger is president of the company with 
Mr. Bogk as vice president, and with the passing of time many clients 
have been secured and the business has become one of extensive pro- 
portions. Mr. Pfleger has a talent for handling the financial side of 
different enterprises, and as bookkeeper has efficiently served various 
organizations with which he has become identified. For more than 
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twenty years he has been bookkeeper for the Ricketson Mineral Color 
Works, and in 1922 he became one of the organizers of the Non-Break- 
able Button Corporation, of which he was elected treasurer at the 
first meeting of the board of directors, while since 1925 he has served 
as both treasurer and secretary. Before the war the company manu- 
factured rubber composition buttons for the Dr. Denton sleeping gar- 
ments and the buttons for the Pullman sleeper curtains and other 
users of flexible buttons, but the machinery is now adjusted for mak- 
ing articles for both the radio and navy. 

As a man of excellent executive powers Mr. Pfleger is widely 
known. He was formerly a director of the Milwaukee Board of Fire 
Underwriters and served as its treasurer for a time. He is now a 
director of the Milwaukee casualty board, was formerly chairman of 
the Fire Insurance Patrol and has been for many years financial secre- 
tary of the Calumet Club and also financial secretary and treasurer of 
the Milwaukee Turnverein, acting in that capacity for many years. 
In addition to his connection with the Turnverein he is a member of 
Damon Lodge No. 102 of the Knights of Pythias and likewise of the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 

In October, 1900, Mr. Pfleger married Anna Bullerjahn, who was 
born in Milwaukee, a daughter of Carl and Barbara (Chart) Buller- 
jahn, both natives of Germany and both now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. 
Pfleger have a daughter and son. The former, Anita, is a graduate 
of the Milwaukee State Teachers College and also attended the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin and Pennsylvania University. She is now a 
teacher in the Milwaukee public schools. William Pfleger Jr. is a certi- 
fied public accountant who was graduated from the University of 
Wisconsin. For several years he was in charge of the Wisconsin 
Social Aid Department, located in Madison, and he is now in Wash- 
ington, D. C., where he was chief clerk in the United States Social Aid 
Department and is now with the U.S. Budget Department. He enjoys 
a high reputation by reason of his ability in accountancy. He mar- 
ried Vivian Campbell, and they have one daughter, Penelope. 

Mr. Pfleger and his family have a summer home at Pewaukee Lake 
in Waukesha County, and he there enjoys his favorite recreations of 
swimming and fishing. He also finds pleasure in card playing, par- 
ticularly scat, and in bowling and in former years took part in various 
tournaments. A love of music has always been one of his marked 
characteristics and in his younger years he was a member of an or- 
chestra. 


CuDAHY. To all students of Wisconsin history the name Cudahy 
is a familiar one, for it expresses a spirit of marked enterprise 
that has led to its rapid and substantial development from a tiny 
meat-packing community to a city of more than ten thousand popu- 
lation, for whom have been provided all the advantages and oppor- 
tunities of urban life. In the year 18938 Patrick Cudahy removed 
his meat packing plant from Milwaukee to a seven hundred acre 
tract of land along the shore of Lake Michigan that he had purchased 
when the Wisconsin metropolis began its agitation against meat 
packing within the city limits. He felt that in this attractive spot 
along the lake shore would be found the chance for the further growth 
and improvement of his industry and, therefore, he became the pro- 
moter as well as the founder of the little city which was given his 
name by the officials of the North Western Railroad Company when 
they were chosen to designate a name for the little community. Mr. 
Cudahy then honored the meat packers, past and present, as well as 
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contemporary business associates, by naming the streets of the new | 
town in their honor, including Swift, Armour, Plankinton, Layton ~ 
and others. j * 

The village of Cudahy was organized in 1895, with Barney Eaton ~ 
as the first president, and the city of Cudahy was incorporated in . 
1906, with Dr. A. C. Sidler, still a resident here, as the first mayor. 
At the time of the incorporation the population numbered twenty- 
seven hundred. Attracted by the natural advantages of the site 
and by the generous investment of Mr. Cudahy in its business 
development, other industrial enterprises were drawn to the little 
city, which entered upon a period of marvelous growth but this 
has been no mushroom existence. The city has grown with and 
through the success of its business interests, and few places in the 
Middle West provide better opportunities for plant locations and 
for workers who wish to secure homes. In addition to the original 
meat packing plant here Cudahy has many diversified industries, 
including the Ladish Drop Forge business, which is one of the larg- 
est of the kind in the United States, a tannery, a box factory, a vine- 
gar manufactory, a shoe making plant, machine shops and the world’s 
largest manufactory of machinery for washing and _ pasteurizing 
bottles. 

Frequent connection with Milwaukee, Chicago and intermediate 
points is provided by interurban and railroad transportation, while 
the breezes of Lake Michigan temper the summer heat and modify 
the winter’s cold. There is excellent police and fire protection here, 
together with all the advantages to be derived from good schools, 
churches and a fine public library, as well as an attractive business 
district and two beautiful parks. The city officials of Cudahy in 1944 
were Vincent Totka, mayor; James F. Keller, city clerk and comp- 
troller; William Ollman, treasurer; John G. Jursik, city attorney; 
Floyd Gonya, police justice; Joseph Furdek, justice of the peace. 
The aldermen are as follows: First ward, Frank Pritzaff, Jacob 
Disch; Second ward, Benjamin Feinberg, Arthur Gooder; Third 
ward, Michael Kovack, Joseph Kujawa; Fourth ward, Frank 
Sobocinski, Albert Oleszak. John Medrow is the chief of police and 
Julius Seiy is chief of the Fire Department. 


VINCENT ToTKA, mayor of Cudahy, Wisconsin, was born in Czecho 
Slovakia on July 1, 1894, a son of Frank and Frances (Trcka) 
Totka, both of whom are now deceased. The family came to the 
United States in 1905, settling in Derby, Connecticut, and in 1911 
Vincent Totka moved with his brother Frank to Cudahy. It was his 
desire to learn a trade, and in Connecticut there were cotton mills 
but not any variety of manufacturing concerns. In Wisconsin he 
learned the trades of pattern making and woodworking with the 
old Power & Mining Company. Later he traveled over the country 
for five years, working along mechanical lines and broadening his 
knowledge of his adopted land, gaining a liberal education from his 
contact with people and his study of their motives and achievements. 
He sojourned in Chicago; Racine and Kenosha, Wisconsin; Buffalo, 
New York; Detroit, Michigan; Cleveland and Toledo, Ohio; Omaha, 
Nebraska, and various other cities, and from each new experience 
he learned the lesson therein contained. 

Following his return to Cudahy, Mr. Totka owned and conducted 
a meat market and grocery store, but at length he became actively 
interested in civic affairs and for ten years served as alderman 
from the Third ward, closely studying questions relative to the wel- 
fare and upbuilding of the city. Appreciation of his valuable alder- 


4 


i 
yf 


: 


' od? ai eeoalq wot bas 


-asbis oldgulav eid Io noitniserqg qio old gerry ~_ . | 


won ott Yo elvarin oft yriman yd) 


motyad MotaidaslL swonrtA, Jt 
* qodntl yontad dliw C8! ai bex 


hea nari ; 


nt heteioqu¢sat xaw ydehst) to, vy 

Toya shin vt eit od ins r tie bie. a . aieae iain 
~yinrow? us notieluqog oft i 7) 

ojia odt Yo sogaiaavbs farina alt ed grout od hone ov hee of a 
eeottiewd eH of yinbwO 1M Yo desentaqwint encrioneg silt «baa aN val a 
elttil sft of mevath otmw veg ns. latrieubsi wodto pane ‘ 

eidd jud dtworg eolevtam Yo & aequ bereids doidw. , + #7 

bse titw rorerTq -2a0 ytia off. seueteixe moorwleunt on nosed is vii 


etesvoinl weauiad zii lo asco ont ES 
baa 2a0iasel tnela wat avidinudtogqe wiied ebavora JesW olbbi at ¥ 
laattatso of} of nottthhba «lt .exked graces of datw odw mange ee bw 
sitevbal bettixiavib yaa vadegdebw sid be vite 7 
“pial ond to ono ei doidw een ein mPOA quer ed} 
uty a .yvtoisal xod a wientned « 1? boat oft ai bein oft Yo fa... 
a‘ bhtow ont boa eqode anivivent yeiten oon 4. vrata toapor jah 
giisiwwetlesq bax yoidagw +46T iets © appa ln anh: ies ne a 
“ ealitod , 
stathonrisini Baa oyasiddD soduwerlts Asin ualuadanx insp 
glidw colluisogensay) baoslian bee nedsesmiai yd bebivotg aisiog ka 
Viibom bias Jesd someme of? toques aexidoi M exalt lo xessend oft 
ied noliostorg 914 ban ee ingilsoxe ci vtadT loo 2'wiaiw odd» 
@loorloe boor mot boviveh A evgninavba oft Ila diiw 


nesnicud svisosiisa on ta tow ee erontil viideq oni a bas o dees 
MOL al ydebu’) 30 vlaisiite ylia ad rate amine at wt bas. - boo nil 
~<yore9 bra dvoid vii sella 1 eaenet rroyem mboT Insoni¥ wie 


syortolie yiio diawh @ avel svureerit emo mailliW ord 
goneg ai? Yo solsen, sAshewd dual ; oie esilog wqnod byt. 
dot Laxtivd Anecd jbsaw dE tewollod ee oe menroble ofl « 
baktlT :sebooO «asdivk ptedaisd niensi «3d pain barons ;dovil « = 
anewT = .bisw are’ pawatul dqeack aisevod isadoiMt jbtaw 4 va 
base soiled to teids odt al wore: odol stevenlO dxedlA taninedoB 
tirendssqod etl odd Io Mids zi ise avilal . » ts ch 
mee ae 
orffses') «i mvod caw nicwoosiW yedabwD to 10ysia anToT rant arian 
(aioiT) eooney4 bas daavi to noe a 2081 of vinboo 
edt o) omao -vlicwt ofT odaesah won ote modw to died waio®l 
[el ni baa , Justivonioe? vduetl mi yniltioe 600! mi eolet@ betial) 
eid enw 3 dab ) 0) aaava todteid sid dtiw bevom 
allirs moth  sI9w oie) jusiivenne) mi boa »bet a mas of 
od miavogt WV ol wowowes galitinalgnam To yormavy yr vn 
oft diiw yuidiowboew hoa yetinim aettag Yo esha odd 
YuUnuvoo oft 19v0 belevets 6 voted xaaqmeD yainil, d roworL 
vid yitinrabwortd irs zonil were sy ytvule aeidiow ovit 


vive 
ae, 


ty 


ssi adel won toes mort bee “aaidis a9ddio 

Hontiginos nistertt 
baloubnos bia baawo eltoT AM .vdabud of br erg 
ylovitos onvased on aigacl Je tud i ye ‘TI1390TY bona, took 
ievtebla eu bevise eins, ates bata aPabenir h Si 
-low oii of avitalot enoisasup gat 


BIOGRAPHY 635 


manic service led to his election to the mayoralty in 1940, followed 
by reelection in 1942 and 1944, so that his present term will cover 
a Six years’ incumbency in that important office. Upon him devolves 
the responsibility with the council of appointing the city assessor, 
health commissioner, street commissioner, the engineer of public 
works, the water registrar and electrical inspector, the deputy city 
clerk; also the committees for war projects and postwar projects 
and the postwar planning commission. Already Cudahy is studying 
with great care the problems which will confront the community 
when the war is over and millions now in service again find their 
place in civilian life. Mr. Totka is well posted on the laws governing 
a city like Cudahy and is always looking beyond the exigencies of 
the moment to the opportunities and needs of the future. 
Mr. Totka married Miss Mary Pazitka, a native of Black Bear, 
Wisconsin, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Pazitka, the former, 
retired from business, now living in Cudahy. Mr. and Mrs. Totka 
have seven children: Mary, sixteen years of age, attending the Cudahy 
high school; Vincent, aged fifteen, a student in the Pio Nono high 
school; Delores, aged twelve; Betty Ann, nine; Robert, six; and 
twins, Joan and Richard, one year old. 


RuFus K. SCHRIBER, who is the president of the United States 
Motors Corporation, one of the leading industrial interests of Osh- 
kosh, in which city he was born, is a son of Charles and Jennie 
(Eckstine) Schriber. The father was engaged in the banking busi- 
ness, starting when the First National Bank building was erected 
following the disastrous fire of 1875, at which time he became cashier 
of the First National, while later he was advanced to the presidency, 
in which position he has been succecded by his son Louis, who remains 
the chief executive officer. The family has long resided in Oshkosh 
and has long been one of prominence in both business and social circles. 

After completing his education in the Oshkosh schools Rufus K. 
Schriber entered preparatory school in the East and then entered 
the University of Wisconsin, graduating from there in 1905. Three 
years later he joined the United States Motors organization. This 
was in 1908 and he has now been at the head of the corporation as 
president for a good many years, bending his efforts to administrative 
direction ‘and executive control. The company was organized in 1898, 
by a group of local men, and began operating under the name of 
H. C. Doman Company in the manufacture of motors. During a 
reorganization of the business in 1917 the name was changed to the 
Universal Products Company and in 1937 became the United States 
Motor Company, with Rufus K. Schriber as president, J. T. Borton 
as vice president and sales manager, and H. Binner as secretary. 
Prior to the current war the company was engaged in making gen- 
erator sets, electric lighting and power plant and gasoline engines, 
its products being sold all over the country, while a considerable 
export trade was accorded them. Now they are making generator 
sets and are doing one hundred per cent Government work, employing 
two hundred. To increase production facilities when the heavy influx 
of Government orders was received for items needed for national 
defense they leased the three-story Neville building at Church and 
Light streets, which is used for assembling of parts and as a testing 
laboratory. Later the McMillian building at 631 High Street was 
converted to their use. The machine work is still being done at the 
plant of the United States Motors Corporation. Units are shipped 
from their Neville building, since a railroad track runs into that 
building and allows rapid service. Extensive alterations and addi- 


7 marr 
ee 
f ne 
a? a 
aa u P) = 
F 
171 : | 
JR CDA 
befe oh 
i] 
a 
Mur 
ear 
vs 
a! 
=| v4 
me 
iy . 
R 
; « 
4 Ja 
i 
a , 
} ba 
, Ud 
rh 4 
if 
i ' 
7 
{ 
7] 
° 
i | 
in| ia? 
’ i 
/ « 
_ wae 
ad, Atal ny, 
* hie 
> * y 
nef 
a 47 
T uf 
i 
i 
Dp 
‘ 
ey 
= 
a 
4 
A. 
iy 
ey 
. 


ae, SR Le 
i vel  bewolfot Ob 


gilding to ssenigae of) onoleeimunos jovtse 19smbiesigmos dilsod T 


. wath 
, rode) ni bebiery peol aad vlinrst of c19aifto avijuorKe olf \s a re” 


Medd otti enw doexd baowlisr 2 eonie ,ynibliod ofliveM siedt mort 


[fe ~ 


a a. ome) : ; 
eR, A li ace i. ee ee rw ae 
Cl nt Wlateyam edt of coils etd of bo eohvae 
tevoo lliw orte) devesm ail ted? pe SPE!l bag Sb€L ai noitosise M 
esvioveb mid nog sole tantioqms teri ot yomedmusni “winsy cle a 
cwanssag yin odd gmdeingge Yo lionuos sdj Attw ifidienoges: oft | 


Wis ytuqsh sdt tolosypent lasivosle bua tatdeiget astaw ond extx0 * i 
Biasio1g iswieoy bia eivetetd tev +ot esatiliterds off ola + tyolp F 
giiybuie et yYdebvO YhnowlA .noiseiruswo gainnaly tewleog oft bag F7 

UWinumimnaa shi Inoylioo Mhw doiiw emeldoi: edt sans testy diiw 
tian) Lott ateys soivves al won eoillins haa v0 ef sew sit nedw 
grtiriyoy ewal oft 20 bateog (low ef edtioT aM \otil nailivis ai sselq 
to gsionogixne a3 baoyed gaitcol avewls zi. boe ylabud sli wis « 
iii sii Ie shoot bra esilinuttoqao odd of Jnariom ed? 

tis9H foxl Yo oviten &@ ,addinn yieM eelM. boitiam sdioT aM. 
Jerre? alt sttina aqaeol, ad bis «M Yo tatdwuab # wishootW 
sdioT 2M bas al .vdehod ai univil won seaiand mow bertiiet 
{debuO orld guthnetie .ogu to cinoy oostxia .y1aM : aetblids never ovad 
dgii orwoA off od? mi taehein « .nool'ti hogs Sageni¥ sfoodoe dois” 
bis (xle dusdod janie wok yo ;ovlew) boys. .e2tolell. loo a 
blo rao eno brgdoidt baa cual zntwd 


y 


sare beatin! edi Qe inshiaonq oli ai ores, SantgHoe 2 awa. « 
-J20 Yo ehaosint Igfsienbai yweibesl ad? tose golmtogsa) grote | 
tadel bow eeltiedO Tawos « ei sel enw od yiie daidw oF eod .! 
-iMud ynidned oft af beysgire ace tadtut afl psdindes (onifedslly 2a 
bulsie baw yniitid danti i:sons jesfd od? oodlw yoitiale axon | ae ) 
wiles? gassed od atid tloitiw tn TRE Yo otf kuosdagath off uniwolfot ie F 
Cxerbinarg ot oc Bashavba saw ot rete! offdw. lancet ter dedt lo P 
wlan Of steed moerrid vd Gol sooue mood end of gos 
ol leluie bos ceeded diod ai oaeuimetg to eno asad gaol aad be 
A mel slondive deodlite) 9:1) 1 aottaoube aid Bnijalqmod 1% | 
bom rie ahd bra tas oct nit lourlos Viol Fuge betstcs wacdite Ba. 
svat SCL si owsdt mort nettavherg wienoosiW to ipo iy - 
cid? .toliaxingyio erntoM xotet® botial aff beniog on 16 3 } 
te crolticvonies of! le bese ode wm need vom sid on bree BOPT TH baw 
settartatrtehy of aliotis gid guthasd 21854 yas booy # +0} Inabiesrg 4 
HOS! si bexiagyio ww eesgeios ofT Jorinod svitvoexs bag nollosib- 1 
lo sun ot ight grivrioqe neyesd bas nom lavdl Yo quer. es vd 1 
6 pated aerotom ly siwsdusturgm edd ot yaaqmo). g ay a 
off of Gogaade eaw mac od? TOL at teonieud edd lo holsavigewsoss | 
aolaiG Somicd od! omered Teel al bes yasqmoD etwhorT tgervindd. 
nomnoed .T 1, daebieot es wisde? 2 givies iitiw DR ns a a 
Visissoes es sod Hi has .towedaem esins hae taobiesry 7) 
“194 yoliam at beige eew Yauqgmno edi Tew taste af? of ols ie 
#anigne oiling bas Jaelq sewoy baa yaiddegil sistovle wea ac eo | 
Sidmebiaenn s alidw ,eviewod od} y8v6 Da bloe gaiod eloshor 
Tletonoy yathem ets Yalt wok .modt bebioces ga shard py 
wilvolyot cliow idemamve? dnb 18q bethapd sao giob s aioe 
xual yvaod off noidwe gitilisal coitoubow segotsnl of barbell ows: 
laftolian tot bebecn sith wt heviess: agw easbio InsinnravedD Yo: 
bas dott te yaiblind sllivoA yrode-coudt odt bsasel vodd sansteb 
gnitess ¢ a6 bas ataq to yhildaeess tot boen ei doidw 2to91te dahl 
saw Jone Agi 168 de yribliiid nsilliMoM sd} Yote.1 .yrotesodal: 
ant Jan snob gnied Mita et Atow onidogn: oT sseu ston? 4s hetseea > 
beqqide eta atin .noitwtoqioD e10t0M evlate botial) od? to jnak 


P. Fite 'y 


x 


-ibbe bas enoiteistle svienstx .ssivtee biqer ewolla bus yoibligd 
' . Ms NU a 


4 9 
my | es 
- 7 3. 
7 : Wale 


is ? 


636 WISCONSIN 


tions have also been made at the Nebraska Street plant, so that they 
are well prepared to handle the extensive business which they control. 
Their thoroughly modern office is located on Nebraska Street and in 
addition to their other activities they are also in production work for 
the Signal Corps, the Coast Guard and the United States Navy in the 
manufacture of generator sets and Diesel engine equipment. Asso- 
ciated with this business for a third of a century, Mr. Schriber has 
contributed in large measure to its growing success, and the ability 
and spirit of enterprise he has shown has gained him rating with the 
leading and substantial manufacturers of the city whose efforts have 
been the chief source of the growth and business expansion of 
Oshkosh. 

Mr. Schriber was married in 1912 to Miss Marian Morgan, a 
member of one of the wealthy and influential families of Oshkosh, 
and they have five children. Rufus K. Jr. is a graduate of Lawrence 
College and is now located in Peru, South America, as general man- 
ager of the General Milk Company. He married Susan Tobler, of 
New Haven, Connecticut, and they have two children: Susan and 
Rufus K. III. Thomas Morgan Schriber is a graduate of Lawrence 
College in Appleton and during the second World War served his 
country as a member of the United States Marine Corps on duty in 
the South Pacific. He married Elizabeth Brooks, of Lake Forest, 
Illinois, and they have a daughter, Sandra. Marion Schriber is now 
the wife of B. W. Johnson Jr., of Riverside, Connecticut, and they 
have one daughter, Marion. Louis Schriber is a graduate of Shattuck 
Military Academy and enlisted for service in the second World War 
as a member of the Air Corps. At present he is a captain, serving in 
the South Pacific. Elizabeth Schriber married Robert Brand, a 
graduate of Annapolis, 1ow a lieutenant serving in the South Pacific. 
They have one son, Robert Jr. Mr. Schriber and his family attend 
Trinity Episcopal Church and he belongs to the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks and to the Rotary Club. He is also a member 
of the North Shore Country Club and Oshkosh Country Club. Mrs. 
Schriber is active in Red Cross work and at present is in charge of 
the Grey Ladies. She is an alumnus of Bennett College. The family 
is well known socially throughout the Oshkosh area, for they are 
interested in everything that has to do with the upbuilding of the 
city, state or country. 


CHARLES J. MADSON, well known for his skill and art as a sculptor 
and as the owner of the Twin City Monument Works at Neenah, was 
born in Amberg, Wisconsin, October 7, 1889, his parents being Hans 
and Mary (Erickson) Madson, who were natives of Denmark. The 
father, who came to the United States when twenty-one years of age, 
settled at Waupaca, Wisconsin, where he became a granite driller in 
a quarry. After working at that trade for a number of years he joined 
five other men, who were engaged in the same line of business, in 
organizing the Pike River Granite Company, of which he was made 
the vice president, so continuing until his death in 1940, although he 
was not active in the work after 1920. His widow is still living at the 
age of seventy-eight years. They were the parents of four children: 
Alfred, now deceased; Charles J., Ella, and Gladys. 

After finishing the work of the grade schools at Amberg, Marinette 
County, Charles J. Madson, ambitious to earn a livelihood, started to 
serve an apprenticeship under his father’s direction. Prior to that 
time, however, he had worked on a farm through the summer months 
and as a woodman in the winter when only fourteen years of age. He 
began with his father’s company in 1900 and he was long financially 
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interested in the business, so continuing until its recent reorganization. 
He supplemented his early educational training by later attendance at 
a business college in the evenings and by study in the Art Institute of 
Chicago, which he attended for three years, becoming through his art 
training and through practical experience a sculptor of real ability. 

After finishing his course in Chicago he was with the Murphy or- 
ganization at Calumet, Wisconsin, from 1921 to 1925 as general man- 
ager and in the latter year came to Neenah to establish a business of 
his own. Here he purchased a rather dilapidated sheet metal building 
at a bankruptcy sale and started there with three employes. With the 
passing years his patronage steadily and substantially increased, en- 
abling him, in 1931, to build his present fine building, which is of fire- 
proof brick construction. The business was incorporated in 1937 with 
Mr. Madson as president and treasurer and his wife, Ida Madson, as 
vice president and secretary. Three sandblast machines have been 
installed, together with an overhead crane and employment is given 
twelve people. Mr. Madson has designed and executed some outstand- 
ing work. The granite for the west wing of the state capitol at Madi- 
son was supplied by the Pike River Granite Company and Mr. Madson 
supervised its installation. This was in 1918. The beautiful memorial 
on Riverside Avenue in Marinette was designed and executed by him. 
He was the designer and sculptor for the Pike River Granite Company 
while with that organization and was also assistant superintendent of — 
their large plant in Marinette. 

In 1920 Mr. Madson put the finishing touches on one of the most 
important monuments ever turned out by the Pike River Monument 
Company—a soldiers and sailors monument that was dedicated by the 
Sixth and Thirteenth wards of the city of Milwaukee in honor of the 
men who served in the first World War. It is a massive piece of red 
granite and on the front of the polished shaft is the inscription ‘In 
commemoration of those who fought for the Freedom of the World, 
1917-19.” On the upper front is a design of crossed rifles, the medal 
of honor and crossed cannons. On the reverse side is an airplane de- 
scending and the Geneva cross, in recognition of Red Cross activities. 
The monument measures two by four feet, is eleven feet in height, and 
at the base is four by six feet. The block that came to Mr. Madson in 
the rough weighed sixteen tons. That was one of his first big jobs, but 
since then there have been many. He also carved a statue of the late 
Senator Isaac Stephenson and he designed and erected the council tree 
marker for the city of Neenah, which stands on the shore of Lake Win- 
nebago. He received the first award for a marker design at the 1934 
national convention of craftsmen in Chicago, and he has also done 
what perhaps no one else ever attempted—completing the work on a 
miniature model cemetery, with tiny monument and markers of his 
own design. This was laid out in his own building and attracted wide 
attention, presenting his dream and idea of proper planning and ap- 
pearance of a cemetery, it requiring three years for him to complete 
the work. 

In 1912 Mr. Madson married Miss Ida Youngquist, of Marinette, 
Wisconsin, and they became parents of four children. The eldest, 
Norris C., born January 18, 1914, attended high school and a business 
college in Appleton and later studied in Lawrence College. He mar- 
ried Margaret Winters, of Alabama, and he is now a captain in the 
regular army. Eleanor, who was born in 1916, died in 1984, when 
a freshman in Lawrence College. Helen, born March 27, 1919, at- 
tended the Neenah schools and Stout Institute at Menomonie, Wis- 
consin, and is also in the service of the U. 5. A. Paul, born in April, 
1926, died three days later. 
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Mr. Madson is a member of the National Association of Memorial 
Monument Dealers and is the vice president of the State Association. 
He is a man of kindly and helpful spirit, has membership in the 
Kiwanis Club, the local chapter of the Red Cross, of which he is a 
director, and is treasurer of the Council of Social Agencies. He is 
also vice president of the park board and is on the executive board 
of recreation. He has membership in the Presbyterian Church, of 
which he has been a deacon for fifteen years and is now an elder, 
and the teachings of Christianity guide him all through his relations 
with his fellowmen, so that he has rendered valuable, important 
service to friends and neighbors and to the community at large. Mr. 
Madson and his father traveled extensively all through Europe, 
visiting eleven European countries. 


Puiuip K. ROBINSON, director of municipal bond research of The 
Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, was born in Green 
‘Bay, Brown County, Wisconsin, May 1, 1898, a son of Frank W. and 
Alice (MecFayden) Robinson. His father, who was born in Eagle, 
Waukesha County, Wisconsin, in 1851, became an official of various 
lumber companies operating in both Wisconsin and Michigan. He was 
a partner of Bovee, Robinson & Company, the Robinson & Freeman 
Company and the Engadine Lumber Company, and was regarded as an 
outstanding and representative business man. He also took an active 
interest in politics as a supporter of the Republican party and was 
chairman of its central committee in Mackinac County, Michigan. The 
Robinson family has been represented in Wisconsin for more than a 
century, having been founded here by Lucien Weeks Robinson, father 
of Frank W. Robinson. He was a native of Vermont and was descend- 
ed from an English family early established on American soil. Leav- 
ing New England in 1887 to seek a home in the Middle West, he be- 
came one of the pioneer farmers of Waukesha County and there reared 
his family, including Frank W. Robinson. The latter married Alice 
McFayden, who was born in Green Bay, this state, and is of Scotch 
descent, a daughter of Finley and Mary (Kyle) McFayden. The fa- 
ther was born in Scotland and was still a young lad when brought to 
Wisconsin by his parents in 1846. After two years spent in Mil- 
waukee they removed to Green Bay in 1848, and there Finley McFay- 
den passed away at the advanced age of ninety years. His daughter, 
Mrs. Robinson, departed this life in Milwaukee in 1942, having long 
survived her husband, who died in 1905, when they were residents of 
Green Bay. Their children are Philip K., whose name heads this 
record, and his two sisters, Mrs. Kathleen Peck, of St. Louis, Missouri, 
and Mrs. Elizabeth Brooke, of Ridgewood, New Jersey. Both are 
graduates of the University of Wisconsin and the former, attached to 
the United States Army Air Force, is now teaching code at Scott Field. 

After attending grade and high school at Green Bay, Philip Rob- 
inson received his Bachelor of Arts degree at the University of Wis- 
consin in 1915 and his Bachelor of Laws degree in 1920. His studies, 
however, were interrupted by his service in the first World War. He 
took officers training at Fort Sheridan, Illinois, received a captain’s 
commission and was on duty with the Three Hundred and Sixth In- 
fantry, engaging in active service overseas for a year. Following his 
return in 1919 he resumed his studies at the State University and also 
acted as assistant to Professor Stephen W. Gilman in the School of 
Commerce. For a short time in his early manhood he was with the 
Morley-Murphy Hardware Company, a wholesale hardware concern 
in Green Bay. 
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Coming to Milwaukee in 1920, Mr. Robinson was associated for 
a time with the investment securities firm of Morris F. Fox & Com- 
pany, acting as manager of the municipal bond department, and in 
1929 he became vice president of the Milwaukee Company, also han- 
dling investment securities. Since 1933 he has been identified with 
The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company as director of 
municipal bond research. 

Outside of business circles Mr. Robinson’s activity has been chiefly 
in connection with civic matters. He has served on the board of the 
Milwaukee County Community War Chest since its organization in 
1942, has been chairman of the Milwaukee County Chapter of the 
American Red Cross and a member of its executive committee since 
1935. He is also president of the Milwaukee County annuity and pen- 
sion board and is secretary of the Citizens Bureau of Milwaukee, a 
Government research organization. He also served for two terms on 
the board of supervisors of Milwaukee County, representing the First 
district. 

Mr. Robinson married Harriette Webster, a native of Bel Air, 
Maryland, and a daughter of James Edwin and Dorothy (Rouse) Web- 
ster. Her father was an attorney. Both he and his wife are now de- 
ceased. Mr. and Mrs. Robinson have a son and daughter: Philip K. 
Jr., a graduate of the Milwaukee Country Day School and now with 
the U. S. A. Air Forces, and Barbara McCormick Robinson, who is 
now a student at Milwaukee Downer Seminary. 


LAURENCE ADAMS MILLER, executive secretary of the Wisconsin 
Brewers Association of Milwaukee, comes from a long line of early 
American settlers. On the paternal side his forebears have been prom- 
inent in the development of Rock County, Wisconsin. His grand- 
father, Chauncey Miller, was born in Potsdam, New York, but came 
overland to Rock County in 1848, enduring all the hardships of mid- 
west pioneering. The girl whom he later married was the daughter 
of Perry Adams, another early pioneer of Rock County who had also 
come overland by covered wagon from New York State. During the 
Civil War Wisconsin was represented by a number of brave fighting 
companies. Perry Adams served with one of those companies. In 
the early days Chauncey Miller and Harry Adams, son of Perry, con- 
ducted a very successful livestock, grain and coal business in Beloit 
under the name of Miller & Adams. 

Leonard W. Miller, father of Laurence Miller, was born in Beloit 
in 1868 and had been a life-long resident of Rock County to the time 
of his accidental death May 7, 1945, when he was struck by an auto- 
mobile. At one time he was associated with the firm of Miller & 
Adams, which his father had founded with Harry Adams. He had 
also been a farmer and a banker, and was a director of the Second 
National Bank of Beloit, Wisconsin. On the maternal side Laurence 
Miller is descended from a representative early English family named 
Beard, of American Revolutionary history. Men of the Beard family 
served not only in the War of the Revolution but furnished soldiers 
in the Civil War. Daniel C. Beard was the founder of the Boy Scouts 
in America. He was a first cousin of Lawrence Miller’s grandfather. 
His mother, Mrs. Nettie (Beard) Miller, was born in Buffalo, New 
York. 

Laurence A. Miller was born May 238, 1892, at Beloit, the only 
child of Leonard W. and Nettie (Beard) Miller. After graduation 
from the public schools of Beloit he attended Beloit Academy and 
in 1915 he was graduated from Carroll College. He then returned to 
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Beloit and became an agent for The Northwestern Mutual Life In- 
surance Company. In 1919 he went east to New York State and con- 
ducted a very successful campaign for the promotion of the Berkshire 
Industrial School. Mr. Miller deserves much of the credit for the 
resulting million dollar endowment. After his promotional campaign 
in the East Mr. Miller returned to Beloit in 1921 and again became 
associated with The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company. 
In 1927 the company promoted him to the position of field superin- 
tendent of the Detroit (Michigan) office, a position whose demands 
upon his health caused him to return to Beloit in 1980 to recuperate 
from a serious illness. After a prolonged rest he was engaged in 193 
by the Wisconsin State Brewers Association to interpret and act on 
the NRA code as it affected the brewers, and after NRA ceased to 
exist Mr. Miller continued as executive secretary of the Wisconsin 
Brewers Association and the Milwaukee Brewers Association. For 
the past twelve years he has held this important post, which necessi- 
tates his traveling a great deal over the entire state of Wisconsin. 

Mr. Miller married Esther Murphy, who was born in Minnesota 
but grew up and was educated at Delafield, Waukesha County and 
later was graduated from Milwaukee Downer. She is the daughter 
of Dr. Samuel H. and Sophia (Lord) Murphy. Doctor Murphy was 
a retired clergyman who had been rector of the Delafield Presbyte- 
rian Church and his wife was the daughter of Willis Lord, the first 
president of Wooster College, Wooster, Ohio, and who at one time 
had also been a professor on the faculty of McCormick Theological 
Seminary at Chicago. To Mr. and Mrs. Laurence Miller have been 
born three daughters: Janette Lord Miller, wife of Arthur L. Bugbee, 
of Waukesha, aud mother of two children, Stephen, aged four years, 
and David, one year old. Twin daughters of the Millers are Virginia, 
the wife of Lieutenant Glen Murchey of the United States Navy, and 
Esther, who is engaged to be married as soon as the second World 
War is over. Mr. Miller’s favorite hobby and recreation are saddle 
horses and farming. 


REV. THOMAS J. RIORDAN, pastor of St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 
at Racine, Wisconsin, was born in Milwaukee, May 1, 1894, a son of 
Timothy and Catherine (Downey) Riordan, both of whom were na- 
tives of Ireland. On coming to the United States they settled first in 
Milwaukee, where their son was reared and educated, first attending 
St. John’s parochial school, while later he enrolled as a student in St. 
Francis Seminary. His father died in 1915 but his mother is still 
living and makes her home with her son. 

After completing his studies at St. Francis Seminary, Rev. Thomas 
J. Riordan was ordained to the priesthood on June 11, 1922, and was 
first assigned as assistant priest to St. Thomas Church in Milwaukee, 
where he continued his labors for a year. He also served at Fond du 
Lac as assistant pastor for a time and his first regular pastorate was 
at Randolph, Wisconsin. In 1934 he was called to preside over St. 
Cecelia parish in Wisconsin Dells. Under his direction the church, 
which is a beautiful edifice, was redecorated and the parsonage un- 
derwent various improvements and complete renovation. The present 
church was built in 1902 and has continued a strong force in the de- 
velopment of Catholicism in that locality. On April 25, 1945, Father 
Riordan was transferred from Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, to St. Pat- 
rick’s Church at Racine, Wisconsin, as pastor. Father Riordan is a 
member of the Knights of Columbus and is interested in the social and 
intellectual progress as well as the spiritual upbuilding of his people. 
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MONTELLO QUARRIES. The people of Wisconsin have every reason 
to be proud of the natural resources of the state, which they have 
wisely adapted to the needs of man. She can boast of her scenic 
beauty and her rich lands, but of nothing has she any more reason 
to be proud than of the Montello Quarries, which furnish a granite 
that is unsurpassed in the entire country. As early as 1868 the 
quarry was opened and operated and since 1898, when the Montello- 
Berlin Granite Company was organized, its products have been not 
only nationally but also internationally known. 

The granite here produced is not equaled for durability and beauty 
anywhere in the world, as attested by sculptors and monument build- 
ers. Granite of this quality is found only at Montello and when 
quarried is of a dark rich chocolate color, susceptible of the highest 
polish. Its fitness for monumental purposes has been many times 
proven, resulting from its durability as well as the loveliness of its 
polished surfaces. It has been tested by science and expert investiga- 
tion and has ever been found to stand the severest weather through 
long periods of time. Geological analysis concedes that Montello 
granite is more than seventy-five per cent silica, which in granite 
formation is a most important element, and that it has a crushing 
strength of over forty-four thousand pounds to the square inch, which 
is double that of any other granite. For years the company has had an 
unclaimed offer of one thousand dollars to be given to anyone who 
will produce a bona fide analysis equal to that of the product of the 
Montello Quarries, but this has never been claimed. 

Another proof of the superior quality of their granite came at the 
time the building of the Grant tomb on Riverside Drive in New 
York City was contemplated. From four continents came two hun- 
dred and eighty-two specimens to the Grant monument committee and 
for five years these specimens were held in escrow until eventually 
a decision was made in favor of the Montello granite as being the 
hardest in the world, one hundred per cent harder than ordinary 
granite, which caused the decision, together with the fact that it 
seemed to have no defective qualities and was susceptible of an 
extremely high polish, its pinkish chocolate color when uncut becom- 
ing a rich red when polished. Other notable monuments and me- 
morials show forth the superior quality of the product of the Mon- 
tello quarries, including the Iowa, Indiana and Illinois State monu- 
ment at Andersonville, Georgia, the Wisconsin monument at Chicka- 
mauga Park, the General Custer monument in the Black Hills, the 
Wisconsin series of twenty monuments at Vicksburg and the soldiers 
monuments at Princeton and Vincennes, Indiana, at Monroe, Wau- 
watosa and Sparta, Wisconsin, and Girard, Illinois, together with 
many others. Not only have the quarries furnished the granite for all 
of these monuments but have also produced crushed granite for 
street paving and road construction, and their shipments cover the 
entire United States. The development of the quarries has resulted 
in the establishment of one of the most important productive indus- 
tries of the state and has made the name Montello known throughout 
the country. 

The equipment which the company uses is the best obtainable, 
and they are now employing sixty men, while formerly, during the 
time they used crushed granite, they had one hundred and forty 
employes. The present officers of the company are William Rieger, 
president; William H. Scott, vice president and general manager ; 
and Clarence T. Troost, secretary and treasurer. The last two have 
always been engaged in this line of business. They are so to speak 
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“to the manner born,” and the labors and efforts of the one fully 
round out the work of the other as they carry on their interests in a 
most harmonious way, accomplishing the results for which they set 
out. While the Montello-Berlin Granite Company was organized in 
1898, Clarence C. Troost’s father had been interested in getting out 
the granite long before this and the present secretary and treasurer 
of the company early joined his father in the business. 

William H. Scott, vice president and general manager, was born 
on a farm near Quebec, Canada, August 25, 1886, a son of Robert 
Charles and Mary Jane (McKay) Scott and a grandson of Montague 
C. Scott, a native of Edinburgh, Scotland, whence he crossed the 
Atlantic to Quebec and there practiced as a physician and surgeon. 
He married a Miss Wilkin from an adjacent small town, and as she 
did not wish to live in the city the Doctor removed to her home town, 
where he was a physician, preacher and school teacher in the early 
part of the nineteenth century. The McKay family from whom Mr. 
Scott is descended in the maternal line came from Scotland and settled 
in Leeds, Quebec. 

William H. Scott, who was the third in a family of seven children, 
was educated in the schools of Quebec and in 1916 became a citizen 
of the United States. He learned the monument business in Fremont, 
Nebraska, and in 1912 became associated with his present company 
as a granite cutter. Since then he has steadily advanced in the busi- 
ness, working upward through the various branches and the offices 
until 1935, when he was made vice president and general manager. 

In 1915 Mr. Scott married Ethel Richter, of Chicago, daughter 
of Charles Richter, who was president of the Montello Company for 
many years. He was born in Dayton, Ohio, December 26, 1858, a 
son of Frederick and Marilla (Abbot) Richter, who were natives of 
Germany. Mr. Richter, who has now passed away, built one of the 
finest homes in Montello of granite from the quarries and also erected 
a beautiful family monument of the same material in Forest Home 
cemetery. Mr. and Mrs. Scott have one child, Charles R., who was 
born in 1917 and after studying in the local schools continued his 
education in the University of Wisconsin, specializing in mechanical 
engineering. He is now with the Douglas Aircraft Corporation in 
Los Angeles. Mr. Scott is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. His home is situated on a lake in the midst of beautifully — 
landscaped grounds and he takes particular delight in the cultivation 
of evergreen trees, having four hundred trees on his place, which 
has a frontage of three hundred feet on the lake, these including more 
than thirty different varieties of the coniferous trees. 


CLARENCE T. TROOST, who is secretary-treasurer of the Montello 
Granite Company of Montello, Wisconsin, but who makes his home 
in River Forest, Illinois, has been associated with this business since 
1917. He was born in Forest Park, Illinois, December 30, 1891, a son 
of Frank and Rose (Dishdash) Troost, the latter of Belgian descent. 
The father was born in Alsace-Lorraine and they married in Europe. 
In 1868 Frank Troost came to the United States, and a year later his 
wife joined him here. They settled in Forest Park, Illinois, where the 
father engaged in the monument business. He was president of the 
Montello Granite Company trom 1909 until 1917, filling that position 
before Charles Richter became president. He died in 1917, while his 
wife passed away almost a quarter of a century before, her death oc- 
curring in 1898. Mr. Troost had been active in community affairs, 
and for ten years served as treasurer of Forest Park. 
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Clarence T. Troost was next to the youngest in the family of 
fourteen children who were born to his parents and he obtained his 
early education in the schools of Forest Park, after which he attended 
Sacred Heart College at Watertown, Wisconsin. He had joined his 
father in business at Forest Park in 1908 and he there gained a 
thorough knowledge of the best methods of working in granite. In 
1917 he came to Montello and was made secretary of the Montello 
Granite Company, while in 1919 his duties were broadened to include 
those of treasurer, and he has since filled the dual position. He gained 
familiarity with every phase of the work under his father’s direction 
and he has done much to develop the trade of the company, for he 
closely studies the market and puts forth every available effort to 
please his patrons, who have constantly increased in numbers as the 
years have gone by. The Montello granite is obtained from two of the 
many isolated mounds of igneous rock a short distance south of the 
main crystalling area. The larger of the two mounds at Montello 
rises above the general level of the adjacent country to the height of 
about eighty or ninety feet, and to the east lies the lower mound, a low 
saddle separating the two mounds. A thin mantle of glacial debris 
covers the mounds. There is a practically unlimited quantity of stone 
available and until 1897 the only company actively engaged in quar- 
rying was the Berlin-Montello Granite Company, which was reorgan- 
ized in 1898 under the name of the Montello Granite Company. The 
quarry has been continuously operated since it was first opened in 
1880. 

The company controls about eight acres of land, including the 
. most accessible portions of the larger granite knob. There is an 
opening in each one of the two mounds where quarrying is being 
done and blocks are taken out ranging from pieces a foot in size in 
the largest dimension to those that are fourteen feet by five feet by 
two feet. It is a dense, fine grained rock generally uniform through- 
out the quarry, and there are two distinct tints of red, one somewhat 
more grayish than the other. The stone is well suited for monu- 
mental, building and macadam uses and the steadily increasing 
business makes this a prosperous concern. 

Mr. Troost is a member of St. Luke’s Catholic Church of River 
Forest, where he maintains his residence, and he also belongs to the 
Knights of Columbus. He married Miss Elizabeth Beauchamp, a 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Beauchainp, of River Forest, and they 
have two children. The son, Clarence W., who was born January 
10, 1911, completed a course in the Oak Park and River Forest town- 
ship high school and later was graduated from Notre Dame Uni- 
versity. He married Helen Youngerman, and he is now in the employ 
of the Western Electric Corporation of Chicago. The daughter, 
Elizabeth, who was born February 8, 1921, attended the River Forest 
schools and later was a student in Mundelein College, and later was 
employed in the Douglas aircraft office near Chicago. 


REV. MATHIAS ALT is pastor of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church at 
Oconto, which was organized in 1869 by the Rev. Schwebach, who 
purchased the site on which the church edifice was built. St. Peter’s 
parish had grown too large and it was deemed best to divide it, so 
that one hundred families withdrew to form St. Joseph’s parish. In 
November, 1870, services for the new church were held by Reverend 
Schwebach and in 1873 the first church was built, while a high school, 
with a two years’ course, was also established. This was the first in 
the diocese but later it was discontinued. |; 
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The Reverend Lochman succeeded the Reverend Schwebach as 
pastor and he in turn was followed by Reverend Selbach and by 
Reverend Becker. The present fine brick school building was erected 
in 1913, when Reverend Selbach was in charge of the parish. In 
1907 the old Lincoln public school had been offered for sale and was 
purchased by Reverend Selbach, the city removing it for him to the 
property owned by St. Joseph’s congregation. This property extends 
a block one way and two blocks the other and the old Lincoln school 
is now used for a parish hall. Th first church was a frame building, 
and under the supervision of Reverend Lochman it was brick veneered 
and enlarged. Reverend Selbach also purchased the Porter residence 
, for a parsonage, as it stood on the corner adjoining the church 
property, and Reverend Becker built the brick building for the 
Sisters home. The Notre Dame order of nuns are the teachers of the 
school, which was built in 1935. The Catholic cemetery is owned by 
St. Joseph’s and St. Peter’s parishes. 

Rev. Mathias Alt, who was appointed pastor of St. Joseph’s 
Church in 1940, was born in Treves, Germany, in 1884, a son of 
Nicholas and Margaret Alt, whose family numbered six children, of 
whom only Mathias is a religious. He pursued his early education 
in the public schools of Treves and later was graduated from the 
famed Louvain University. In 1912 he was ordained to the priest- 
hood and in the same year crossed the Atlantic, making his way at 
once to Wisconsin. He was then appointed assistant of St. Vincent’s 
Catholic Church at Oshkosh, where he continued his labors for two 
and a half years. On the expiration of that period he was assigned 
to St. Sebastian’s Church at Isaar, Wisconsin, where he remained 
for four years, when he was sent to The Institute in Door County, a 
boarding schooi for both buys and girls, with which he was connected 
for six years. 

Reverend Alt left there to become pastor of St. Mary’s Church at 
Bear Creek, where he continued until he was transferred to St. 
Anthony’s Church in Marinette, where he remained as pastor for 
eight years. It was then, in 1940, that he was assigned to St. Joseph’s 
Church of Oconto, where he is now located. The congregation here 
consists of five hundred families, with two hundred children in 
attendance at the parish school. Reverend Alt takes a particular 
interest in the welfare of young people, and his work in their behalf 
is outstanding. He has instituted a Catholic Youth Organization 
movement here that has been attended by gratifying results, young 
people coming for miles around to take active part in its programs 
and its work that he offers in both the spiritual and entertainment 
fields. During his various pastorates Reverend Alt has done much 
building and renovating in connection with the churches he has 
served, and St. Joseph’s parish is debt free. The work here is well 
organized and indicates his wise and careful supervision. 


JuDGE EpWARD S. SCHMITz is a former county judge of Manitowoc 
County who had jurisdiction not only over the usual proceedings of 
‘the County Court but also over the juvenile branch which cares for 
delinquents and dependents among the young. He occupied the 
bench for nine years and had been a member of the Wisconsin bar 
for forty-seven years, having begun practice in Manitowoc in 1896. 
His entire record is one which reflects credit and honor upon the his- 
tory of the legal profession in the state. 

Judge Schmitz was born in Newton township, Manitowoc County, 
a son of Fred and Johanna (Groelle) Schmitz. The father, a native of 
Westphalia, Germany, came to the United States with his brothers, 
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Carl and Henry. The three were musicians and they first settled in 
New York City but afterward removed to South Carolina, being 
connected with different theaters in that state. In 1848 they came to 
Wisconsin and later organized the first orchestra in Manitowoc 
County. The three brothers took up wild land in Newton township 
and Fred Schmitz successfully followed farming until within three 
years of his death, becoming one of the leading agriculturists of this 
section of the state. He also organized the Newton Farmers Mutual 
Fire Insurance Company, the first of the kind in Wisconsin, and was 
its secretary until three years before he died. He was prominent in 
the public life of the community and for more than a quarter century 
was the chairman of the county board of supervisors and in 1875 he 
served as a member of the State Legislature. He aided largely in 
church work and built the German Reformed Church, the first in New- 
ton township. Educational advancement also elicited his earnest 
support and he was one of the early superintendents of township 
schools. He died in February, 1904, having for only a few months 
survived his wife, who passed away April 2, 1908. She was born 
in Germany and became the wife of Fred Schmitz in Manitowoc 
County. It was in 1847 that she was brought to the United States 
by her father, Andres Groelle, who was a farmer of Manitowoc 
County. 

Mr. and Mrs. Schmitz had a family of nine children, of whom 
the following six have passed away: Frederick; Adolph, an attorney ; 
Amelia; August L., also an attorney; William, a physician and sur- 
geon of Elkhart Lake; and Louis A., who conducted a real estate and 
loan business in Manitowoc to the time of his death. Emma Groelle, 
Edward S. and Huldah are the only members of the family still living. 

After mastering the elementary branches of learning in the rural 
schools near his boyhood home Edward 8. Schmitz was a student in 
the Oshkosh Normal School and for six years engaged in teaching 
before continuing his education as a law student in the University of 
Wisconsin. He won his Bachelor of Laws degree at his graduation 
from the University with the class of 1896 and entered upon practice 
in Manitowoc, where he soon made substantial progress, becoming 
well established in his profession. He served as city attorney from 
1902 to 1904 and filled the office of district attorney for two terms of 
two years each. In 1934 he was appointed to the County Court by 
Governor Schmedeman. He presided over the court, which included 
the juvenile branch of court service in Manitowoc County, until 1944. 
His decisions were fair and impartial, based upon his broad knowledge 
of the law and the equity in the case, and his judicial record received 
the endorsement of the bar of Manitowoc County as well as of the 
general public. Judge Schmitz is chairman of the advisory board of 
selective service and chairman of the bond sales in Manitowoc County. 
He is likewise county pension director. At all times he fully meets 
the duties and obligations that devolve upon him, measuring up to 
the highest standards of citizenship. 

Along strictly professional lines Judge Schmitz has membership 
in the Manitowoe County, Wisconsin State and the American Bar 
associations. Fraternally he is connected with the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Fythias, the benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks and the Fraternal Order of Eagles. 

In 1899 Judge Schmitz was married to Miss Clara Mueller, and 
their children are as follows: Leta, the wife of J. Freeman, of Kenosha, 
Wisconsin; Lola, who is now Mrs. Emil Benninger, of St. Paul, Minne- 
sota; Edward F., a graduate of the University of Wisconsin, formerly 
with the Wisconsin Trust Company and now in the insurance field, 
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representing life, liability, fire and accident insurance, who married 
Marion Luckhardt, of Lincoln, Nebraska; Elda, the wife of Clell 
Howlett, of Davenport, Iowa; Frederick, who married Ethel Walsh, 
of Manitowoc; Gustav, who married Margaret Nagel, of Harrisburg, 
Illinois; Miller, who married Lucille Nelson, of Manitowoc; Woodrow, 
now serving in the South Pacific as a first lieutenant in the Wildcat 
Division; Rona, who married George Isselmann, of Manitowoc; Paul, 
serving with the United States Coast Guard, spent twenty-two months 
in the South Pacific and is now a boatswain, first class, stationed at 
Great Lakes; Richard, a graduate both of the University of Wisconsin 
and of the Reformed Lutheran Theological Mission House at Franklin, 
Sheboygan County, who is now a chaplain in the United States Navy. 

The Schmitz family has also been represented in Wisconsin by 
Carl Schmitz, a brother of Fred Schmitz and an uncle of the Judge, 
who settled in Manitowoc County and became one of its highly re- 
spected and prominent citizens. He married Christina Groelle, and 
they had nine children. The death of Carl Schmitz occurred June 
15, 1885. 


EDWARD F.. KILEEN, who died April 13, 1944, was one of the most 
highly respected residents of Wautoma, where he had engaged in the 
practice of law for a half century. He was born in Aurora, Waushara 
County, Wisconsin, in 1867, a son of Michael and Hannah (Navin) 
Kileen, both of whom were natives of Ireland. His mother, who 
was a daughter of Timothy and Hannah Navin, came alone from 
Ireland to the United States when but fifteen years of age. Arriving 
in Massachusetts, she remained there until after her marriage to 
Michael Kileen, who also had crossed the Atlantic and had become a 
resident of the Old Bay State. They both worked in a mill in Massa- 
chusetts until after their marriage, when they decided to remove to 
the West, and in 1854 became residents of Aurora, Wisconsin. They 
were the parents of eight children, two of whom are yet living. 

The country school gave Edward F. Kileen his early educational 
opportunities and later he attended the high school of Berlin, about 
four and a half miles from his home. Ambitious to further broaden 
his knowledge, he enrolled as a student in the University of Wisconsin, 
where he completed a course in law and was graduated with the class 
of 1894. The same year he located in Wautoma and there remained 
one of the honored and influential citizens. As a member of the bar 
he held high rank for many years. He soon demonstrated his ability 
to cope with intricate and involved legal problems and find therefor 
correct solution. The court records bear testimony to the volume 
of his legal business and of his success in the various branches of 
law. His was a keen, rapid, logical mind, plus the business sense, 
and the conduct of his law practice gained him wide recognition as 
one of the foremost attorneys of this part of the state. For some 
years he practiced as the senior partner of the firm of Kileen & Kileen, 
his son being associated with him. He also served in a number of im- 
_ portant official positions and on various boards having to do with the 
management of public affairs. He was president of the village, filled 
the office of district attorney for fourteen years, had been clerk of 
the school board and was offered a position ag circuit judge but de- 
clined to go on the bench because of his health. ‘He was also a member 
of the State Senate for one term and while a member of the Assembly 
gave most thoughtful and earnest consideration to vital questions 
which were brought before that body for settlement. 

Mr. Kileen acted as attorney for the local bank and also for 
banks at Coloma, Wild Rose and Redgranite, and was considered a 


t 


I 
\ 


i) bs 


belriag odw sores yi se ea Nitilidatl tif eT oe i 
isl> 0 stiw ort whl jaldastiie safowwid Qo Atrisidoyd F 
tla iatiG borrsa odvwe glotvsbesl jowel toqasvad Yo StelwoH 
wide to Joga dotagen huittore ow .vnteuD js0wollasM Yo | 
wotbooW jsowollual te nomen allisbel baterent odw flit  eloailit 
not W oft ni tadnstuoi! Jeg o an sitiesS dio? ect ci yuivi98 wort 
Aiad ;sowotiacit Ye seceneesl eyes) belvrenr orlw S008 ; nolenidd 
adjaom owl-yiuowt Seesqe Jyh dene’) eoind® potictU oft ative gnivisa 
Js bouotiase esl triit aiewelaod » wun ei bre sities rites oft i 
triemooe! V7 Yo viiewsvinU odd te Mod vlaubece « .bradoi 7 estat tas) 
dibinest da sesoll oieeiM lasigolond’l assordsud borrtoted orf) Yo baw 
NVBV 291012 betiny olf ai uisgano 4 won ai ow .YIniioD negyonled& 
YS mianoniW «i bedeoeiiqey mead wily tad Vlints? stiardo® sit’ 
Sabo od? to shone an bax aimee herd Yo sedjo1d 2 -Vinis® hie) 
1 \<intaisl wtf bo ono smaced Lok “nue cowotinaM ai beliies ow 
bie sioeot) aniteindD beitgant oi * atesifih insnimoiq bas betooqe 
onl beriwoso stim? hed lo Widsh od certblinto onta — var 
SEI , 


eoat of} to sno caw BROT SP fiigd baih odw nad “ST asawoll 
x19 ai begegne bard ef otosdw wnieiua WN 4p cinoblent hejosqeor yirtaid 
MatlwoeW wiowk mi wiod waveoll .riwingo Yad 2 10 wal to soivos tq | 
(niveA) dence tie fsa To wor 2 .Tas! ai .AienosetW Vine) 
ow stiiom ei Bireletl Yo sevitnw eww aodw ta dod foslia 
movl saale vepas save Madde! hos yitemiT Yo isidnush 4» aanw - 
uliviaté 698 16 axaoe aoebtll dod aodw edet@ beiinU a} of Haalort - 
Oo) susiniae wd dofls tion sre? bewiedw: oda sJegunfoseesM ai 
esate bed hee aigtalsA sit bokee ts ben cable onw .a991tt foakil |. 
een ni ies 2 ot belrow ded vat .©18@ Yell DIO sit Yo daeb 
o} svomst oi beliseh youd asdw ewaivian vied) "931g (Hay eSesurig 
yl? wtietteotiW tot A lo abnshinet sergoed DASE af has tesW oft” 
Saivil tex om combw to ow) wrosblide iigis te 2lnstig old sisw 
latroitnouhs urine cid eotth F pra bal vvey looros viinios siT 
‘iods. .nilaod je loodss dy off hebeatia od voted base esilinutoqqo 
nebaoed ietiiwt of euollid@rA spurl eid nyext solim Ved a bre a0} 
tient Io qizwrciall oft ai Jaobvie 4 ag bollords orf Sebelwornd eid | 
aseis af) diivw Dotwhaty eow tain wal ni aewg09 6 bstelqmos od sisdw- he 
bytisnen vied} has aetoteaW ni tedlaool of isey omen ofT .BOBI Yo er: 
180 sil? Yo todenom eA eueriiiy lattaselidi bas Hszorod en? Yo emo or A Te 
Vlifide <id hetastenosmeb nous off #189 Ysees tol daes dyid bled ond "9 hie hi 
toisvid) bait bre ameiderq Inyal bovierni bas stgotiinl iw aqo> of ete 
smulow eft cd ynomisso) yaad whines: iniz05 oiT .noituloe jost4on ~~ ~~ 
to aadoneid euoriav off mi aasonue vid Yo bar aeonizud [eget aid to 
kiss aeotend on} ewig Shatter isoinol ,bigat .eed # Baw ait =.wal. 
4% noUinyoost obiw min beaing S2itowny wal eid To doubnios ot bia 
sroe 104 state od? Yo diag etd? lo ayocsodia seomsio% 4d} Yo eto | 
J199lt % asoliA Yo mh od} Yo THE ag toises ort en basifoaty of arngy 
mi to 19dmua & wi bevise oxla oH eit ditty hotsivoger yniosd noe aid 
of} dtiw ob of yaived ebised utoisay fo baa anoitineg Ieivifio inadtog ae 
bollit .eyalliv odd Yo jnsbivo1g anw oti evintis sildyq to Jno bors 
to disfo meod bad s1ney néahiot 04 yworrola Joielh to a ." 


| 


“sh Jad oxhii( siuotis ee noitisey a toisRo eaw bite binod loodos, ad} 
radenact & cule esw oH dilaod eid Yo vennosd donod odd noogotbsailo 
UdmeenA ot to s9dersen 6 olivty ben priet ono TOY sdanee coe alilo | 
wioleoup fotiv of noltexwhiewes Jsontes bag ly thd ‘feont ovao 


Buon) dJeont : 
Juvrtaliion Wh hod Sault exoted Sdauoud stow ¢ Aisha Mae 
102 csfa bas Anad lasol silt 4 jotta es mare i tA icsgyre oe 
a bovwbianoo enw bas stingrghedl brook s20H sathelet $8 clio’ ore 


a SEE RI 3 A ITE PE ST a TET 


BIOGRAPHY 647 


most wise and safe counselor. He was a member of the Waushara 
County, Wisconsin State and the American Bar associations and he 
enjoyed the confidence, esteem and good will of his contemporaries 
and colleagues in law practice. He was a member of St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church and he belonged to the Holy Name Society. 

Mr. Kileen married Anna Guinan, a daughter of Michael and 
Sarah (Kilfoyle) Guinan, who were natives of Ireland. Coming to 
the new world, they settled in Green Lake County, Wisconsin, where 
Mr. Guinan followed the occupation of farming. Mr. and Mrs. Kileen 
became parents of two sons and two daughters: Roy E:, Earl F., 
Ruth and Mary. The elder son, Roy E., who served as state bank 
examiner for five years, is now assistant cashier in the Live Stock 
National Bank of Chicago. He married Helen Brody and they have 
a son, Michael. The younger son, Earl F. Kileen, who was born in 
Wautoma, August 23, 1901, pursued his general education in the 
Wautoma schools and after finishing his high school work, entered 
the University of Wisconsin as a law student. Following his admis- 
sion to the bar he joined his father in the firm of Kileen & Kileen. 
The son has many of the same substantial qualities which character- 
ized the father in his legal work. He has served both as city attorney 
and district attorney. He has membership in the Waushara County 
Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the Ameri- 
can Bar Association. He belongs to the Lions Club, of which he is a 
past president, and he is a communicant of St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church. His cooperation in the war work is shown in his service as 
chairman of the county citizens military training camp and as local 
chairman of the war bonds committee. His wife is active in Red Cross 
work. 

Earl F. Kileen was married to Carol Roberts, of Wild Rose, a 
daughter of John Roberts. They have one child, Katherine, who was 
born February 26, 1933. ‘ 


STEPHENSON PUBLIC LIBRARY. It was on the 6th of July, 1878, 
that a group of Marinette’s citizens met, having been appointed by the 
board of supervisors of the town to organize and take over the 
management of a free public library. In compliance with the laws 
of the state the organization was effected and they proceeded to 
elect a president of a library board, S. H. Sizer being chosen for the 
position. The Library was opened to the public in the old engine 
house on Main Street and later, when the new engine house was 
built, the Library was removed to a room on the second floor of the 
building, where it remained until 1895. A removal was then made 
to a room in the Ridsdale block. The years had chronicled a steady 
development in the institution and it was felt that the Library 
should have a more suitable and permanent home. 

The public spirit of Isaac Stephenson made this step possible and 
in 1902 the cornerstone of what has since been known as the Stephen- 
son Public Library was laid and in it were placed a biography and 
photograph of Mr. Stephenson and a copy of his letter to the mayor, 
proposing to donate not less than thirty thousand dollars for the 
purpose of building a structure suitable for hbrary purposes. ‘There 
was also placed in the cornerstone a copy of the resolution of the 
common council to appropriate not less than three thousand dollars 
a year to maintain the library and a copy of ordinance No. 119, 
providing for an annual tax levy of three thousand dollars for its 
support. 

The building was erected at a cost of thirty thousand dollars, 
exclusive of the value of the ground, It is built of Bedford stone, 
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one story and basement, and it stands on the river front at Riverside 
Avenue and Dunlap Square. The building is of unusual shape, owing 
to its location, being wider in the rear, seventy-nine feet, than on the 
Square, which is thirty-two feet in width. The rear is semi-circular, 
and there is a depth of seventy-nine feet on the river, with a 
transverse measurement of sixty-one and six-tenths feet. 

On the 29th of September, 1903, the new library was opened to 
the public, with reading rooms and book room on the ground floor, 
well lighted and finished in colorings that are truly artistic. There 
were seven thousand volumes on the shelves, they having been 
brought from the old location in the Ridsdale block. 

During the first two months after the new building was opened 
‘thirty-two new cards were issued to new borrowers and in the first 
year 2,333 cards were issued to children. On the 20th of April, 
1914, the records show that the library contained 13,883 volumes, 
of which 10,594 were for adults, 3,289 were juvenile books and the 
reference collection numbered 2,055 volumes. At that time the 
city appropriated $4,500 a year for the upkeep and support of the 
Library. In 1913, 54,923 books were circulated and in 1944 the 
circulation had reached 82,040 with a total of 384,241 books and 
5,892 borrowers. The county library is situated in the basement of 
the building and serves the county, circulating in 1944 20,058 books 
and owning 10,456 books. 

The Stephenson Public Library has been a popular rendezvous 
for Chautauqua visitors and for a number of years the Woman’s 
Club met here regularly. The earlier librarians were: R. H. 
Churchill, 1879; L. Paul Falcy, 1881; Arthur T. Jones, 1886; Mrs. 
Hannah Maudein, 1893; and Mrs. Alice Aeeney, 1894. Julia E. 
Elliott was the first trained librarian of the library, beginning 
November 1, 1900, followed by Miss Delia Raiche as acting librarian 
in January, 1905, and Miss Pinkham as librarian from November 
1, 1905, until her resignation in 1909. Ada J. McCarthy assumed the 
position in 1910, Miss Gladys Andrews served from 1916 to 1925 
and Miss Claire Nolte from 1925 to 1927. Miss Hazel D. Laing is 
the present librarian, her incumbency dating from 1927. Fred E. 
Boortz is the first library assistant and Mrs. Lois Nelson is hbrarian 
of the children’s department. The management shows thorough 
accord with modern library methods and the institution has steadily 
grown in size and importance to the community since the first steps 
were taken for the maintenance of a free public library in Marinette 
more than two-thirds of a century ago. 


OTTo M. SCHLABACH, attorney of La Crosse, now senior partner 
in the firm of Schlabach, Steele & Schlabach, was born in Crescent, 
Houston County, Minnesota, July 22, 1884, a son of Peter and Susana 
(Heinemann) Schlabach, both of whom were natives of Germany, the 
father born in Coblenz and the mother in Giesen. In his early man- 
hood Peter Schlabach came to the United States, settling in Minne- 
sota, where he followed the occupation of farming. The mother was 
also young when she crossed the Atlantic and they were married in 
this country. They became parents of two children, Otto M. and 
Rudolph. 

After completing his studies in the La Crosse high school Otto 
M. Schlabach continued his education in the Ohio Wesleyan Univer- 
sity, where he won his Bachelor of Arts degree as a member of the 
class of 1907 and his Master’s degree the following year. He pre- 
pared for the bar in the Harvard Law School, where the LL.B. degree 
was conferred on him in 1910, after which he returned to La Crosse, 
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where he began his law practice in association with J. E. Higbee, this 
connection being maintained for two years. From that time forward 
he practiced independent of partnership relations until he was joined 
by his brother, Rudolph, and is now practicing as senior member of 
the well known law firm of Schlabach, Steele & Schlabach. His 
practice has continually increased with the passing years and for a 
third of a century he has been a respected member of the La Crosse 
bar, capable of crossing swords in forensic combat with the ablest 
attorneys of the state. The essential elements of success in legal 
practice are his, including a clear and concise presentation of his 
cause before the courts and a ready recognition of the law that is 
applicable to the points at issue. He has membership in the La Crosse 
County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Association and 
the American Bar Association. 

Aside from his professional interests Mr. Schlabach is the presi- 
dent of WKBH, the local radio station, and has dene much to 
develop this enterprise. Two attempts, somewhat unsuccessful, had 
been made to maintain a radio station in La Crosse. In March, 1935, 
the broadcasting firm was reorganized as WKBH, Inc., and the new 
company purchased the outstanding stock and took over the operation 
of the radio station, which had been removed to Mormon Coulee and 
Losey Boulevard. The new company became affiliated with the Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting system, using practically all of its better pro- 
grams. In this connection, as president of the company, Mr. Schla- 
bach is working out along progressive and thoroughly modernized 
lines and has seen the rapid advancement that is being made by his 
station. Each new device that is brought forth to improve reception 
and give the best service to the public is secured and in all matters 
the station is kept abreast of the times along the lines of modern 
invention. 

Mr. Schlabach is well known in Masonic circles, having member- 
ship in the lodge, chapter and commandery and is a faithful follower 
of the teachings of the craft. He belongs to the Methodist church, 
the Rotary Club, the Knights of Pythias and the Chamber of Com- 
merce, and his aid and support can always be counted upon to further 
any plan or project calculated to benefit community, commonwealth 
or country. 

Mr. Schlabach married Eleanor Hugus, of Wheeling, West Vir- 
ginia, who is a graduate of the Ohio Wesleyan College. Their chil- 
dren are as follows: Anne Virginia, born January 1, 1916, attended 
the La Crosse schools and later was graduated from the Ohio Wes- 
leyan University and from the School of International Studies at 
Geneva. She is a fellow of the University of Wisconsin department 
of philosophy and is now assistant in that department. Margaret 
Eleanor, the second daughter, completed a course at Ohio Wesleyan 
and is now the wife of Charles R. Stewart, of La Crosse, and the 
mother of two children, Charles and Sally Anne. Marion Ward at- 
tended Ohio Wesleyan until her graduation and later spent a year in 
graduate work at the University of Wisconsin, where she is now 
employed in the personnel department. [Ellen Louise is now a senior 
in DePauw University at Greencastle, Indiana. Mrs. Schlabach is 
very active in Red Cross work and Mr. Schlabach is serving as Gov- 
ernment appeal agent. At all times they take an advanced stand on 
matters of progressive citizenship and of civic development. 

Rudolph Schlabach, who is his brother’s partner in the practice 
of law, was born in La Crosse, April 4, 1890, and after completing 
his preliminary studies entered Ohio Wesleyan University, where he 
was graduated with the Bachelor of Arts degree in 1914. He after- 
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ward took graduate work in the University of Chicago for a year and 
won his Bachelor of Laws degree at his graduation from the law 
school of the University of Wisconsin. During the first World War 
he served for a year and a half with a medical unit in France and 
otherwise he has concentrated his attention upon his law practice. 
For two terms he filled the office of district attorney and he was also 
chosen one of the lawmakers of the state, serving for one term in the 
House of Representatives and for several terms in the State Senate. 
He belongs to the La Crosse County Bar Association, the Wisconsin 
State Bar Association and the American Bar Association. He also 
has membership in the Methodist church and is affiliated with the 
Knights of Pythias. He married Alice Pryor, of La Crosse, and their 
‘children are David, William and James Schlabach. 


DAN J. MADAGIN is an honored and highly esteemed resident of 
Marinette and justly merits the proud American title “a self-made 
man.” His life work is crowned with notable success, which is the 
direct outcome of his enterprise, his laudable ambition and his sound 
judgment in business matters. He was born in Marinette, August 
20, 1864, and is the oldest of her native sons still resident here. His 
parents, John and Mary (O’Connell) Madagin, were natives of Ireland 
and after crossing the Atlantic mate their way westward to Mari- 
nette, where they owned and conducted the first boarding house of 
the town. It was called the Marinette House and stood on Dunlap 
Square, on the present site of the Lauerman store. 

Their son, Dan J. Madagin, attended the parochial school and at 
an early age started out to provide for his own support, being eager 
to become a wage earner. He possessed industry and determination 
and after a shert time became a woodsman, continuing in that line 
of business until 1902, when he was elected to the office of county 
register of deeds, but he found office holding much too confining for 
one who was used to an out-of-door life and he turned his attention 
to the sale of his vast timber acreage, for in the meantime, as the 
years had passed, he had continued to invest in timber holdings until 
he had accumulated approximately 30,000 acres. Moreover he readily 
recognized the real worth and value of such property, and when 
there was great demand for timber he began selling to good advan- 
tage, realizing a substantial profit on his previous investments. Later 
he joined Joe Lauerman in organizing the Madagin-Lauerman Real 
Estate Company, and their joint holdings are considerable, including 
almost an entire city block on Main Street, together with other 
valuable properties. Their operations in the realty field have been 
lucrative and in addition to this business Mr. Madagin is the presi- 
dent of the Dixbury & Madagin Insurance Company, which handles 
all kinds of insurance except life. This firm too has secured many 
clients and has built up a lucrative business. Although now eighty 
years of age, Mr. Madagin is at his office each day and upon him 
devolves the responsibility of personally attending to the realty 
transactions of the Madagin-Lauerman Real Estate Company. 

Mr. Madagin married Adele Casey, of Mauston, Wisconsin, a 
daughter of John and Ellen (Ianifan) Casey. She died December 
22, 1943, in the faith of the Catholic church, of which she had been 
an active and helpful member, and she left behind her many warm 
friends. Mr. Madagin has his membership in Our Lady of Lourdes 
Catholic Church and he is a fourth degree member of the Knights 
of Columbus. He likewise belongs to the Catholic Knights of Wis- 
consin and the Catholic Order of Foresters, and his interest in the 
civic welfare and upbuilding of his native city is shown in his 
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connection with the Rotary Club. In personal appearance Mr. 
Madagin is neatness personified, and he has the mental alertness 
of a man of half his years. He has seen Marinette grow from a 
small and unimportant village into a city of substantial proportions 
and important business connections and has been an active factor 
in its progress since his early manhood. The record he has made 
may well serve as an example for others to follow, showing what can 
be accomplished through individual effort, carefully planned and 
honorably followed. The name Dan J. Madagin is synonymous with 
the development of Marinette. 


PAUL P. KELESKE, president and general manager of the Wiscon- 
sin Screw Company, has been associated with the industrial develop- 
ment of Racine since 1919 and now heads a business of extensive 
proportions, its steady expansion and development being attributable 
largely to his well formulated plans and careful management. Born 
in Latrobe, Pennsylvania, on the 22nd of March, 1891, he is a son of 
Stanley and Josephine (Gromadka) Keleske, both natives of Russian 
Poland, where they were reared and married, remaining in that 
country until about 1888, when they came to America, settling first 
in Ohio. The father was a machinist by trade, but in Ohio filled 
various positions and later removed to Chicago, where he owned a 
grocery and meat market for six or eight years. In 1904 he came to 
Racine and for some time was associated with the Mitchell Motors. 
He afterward was employed as a machinist in several different shops 
until 1919, when he joined his three sons in the Wisconsin Screw 
Company, continuing with the business until his death, which occurred 
in May, 1940, when he was eighty-four years of age. There was a 
military chapter in his life record for he saw active service in the 
Russian-Turkish War. His wife is still living, making her home in 
Racine at the age of seventy-six years. 

Paul P. Keleske largely acquired his education in the Chicago 
schools and in Gregg’s Business College of that city, while later he 
attended the University of Wisconsin after having become an active 
member of the Wisconsin Screw Company. For eleven years in his 
early manhood he worked as traveling service man for the J. I. Case 
Company and early demonstrated his mechanical ability and his 
knowledge of the principles underlying work of that character. In 
1917 he and his two brothers, Stanley and Joseph, founded the Ypsi 
Serew Works at Ypsilanti, Michigan, and made a big success of that 
undertaking but eventually sold their business there, returning to 
Racine in 1919. Here Paul P. Keleske and his brother Stanley founded 
the Wisconsin Screw Company and their business had reached a 
point of production within ninety days of the time when they launched 
the enterprise. They at first employed but six people, but the number 
was gradually increased, for the business grew rapidly, soon becom- 
ing one of the important industrial concerns of Racine. Stanley 
Keleske became the first president of the company and so continued 
until his death, May 20, 1948, after which time Paul P. Keleske 
acquired the business and has since served as president and general 
manager, after having previously been secretary-treasurer and plant 
manager. The business has grown almost by leaps and bounds, its 
continuous expansion making it necessary now to employ 750 people. 
The output, which is sold under the trade name of “‘Wisco,” includes 
standard and special screw products, brass and steel, from one-eighth 
to three and three-fourths diameter, modern machinery and precision 
work. They are also manufacturers of aircraft terminals, cable ends, 
clevis pins and special screw machine parts, and during 1944 they 
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were engaged cone hundred per cent in war work. In October of 
1944 plant No. 2 was organized in Racine and for the past year and a 
half has been doing all aircraft work with ammunition involved and 
in May, 1945, went into chemical warfare production. 

In November, 1944, Mr. Keleske organized the Kelmar Corpora- 
tion of Milwaukee, at 2165 South First Street. His associates are 
R. O. Martin of Milwaukee and L. P. Baumblatt of Racine. This 
corporation, which bears a coined name composed of the first syllables 
of the names Keleske and Martin, manufactures household utilities 
and novelties. Mr. Keleske is the president and treasurer and Mr. 
Martin, vice president and secretary. Upon the firm basis of industry, 
close application and excellent workmanship Mr. Keleske has builded 
‘his success, which is most gratifying and enviable. 

On the 27th of April, 1915, Mr. Keleske married Stephanie Mohr, 
a daughter of William and Julianna Mohr, the father born in Germany 
and the mother on the border between Russia and Poland. Mr. and 
Mrs. Mohr were married in the old country and came to the United 
States in 1860. ‘The father was a machinist, having learned his 
trade in Germany, and he worked along that line in Milwaukee until 
his life’s labors were ended in 1986. His wife passed away in 1988. 
In the family of Mr. and Mrs. Keleske are two daughters and a son: 
Emily, who was born in January, 1916, is a graduate of the Racine 
Park high school and is now the wife of Harry Prochniak, who is 
associated with the Wisconsin Screw Works, and they have one child, 
Carol, born August 1, 1940; Henry, born July 5, 1919, is a graduate 
of St. Catherine’s high school of Racine and after having seen service 
in the Pacific theater in the second World War he is now in the 
termination and reorganization department at Chicago. Lorraine, 
the younger daughter, was born in July, 1924, was graduated from 
St. Catherine’s high school and attended the State Teachers College 
in Milwaukee. She married Ensign John Martin, of Racine, on May 
26, 1945. 

Mr. Keleske was formerly a member of the Knights of Pythias, 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Fraternal Order of 
Eagles. He belongs to the Catholic church and is independent in his 
political views and connections. When leisure permits he indulges 
in fishing and golf. The family home is at 5555 North Santa Monica 
Boulevard in Whitefish Bay. 


ELMER J. RENNER, who was the founder and until his death, 
October 18, 1937, the promoter of the Northwestern Electrotype Com- 
pany and Northwestern Engraving Company of Menasha, was born 
in Appleton, Wisconsin, the only child of Frank and Mary (Manser) 
Renner. The father was born in Milwaukee, and he became one of 
the organizers of the Manser-Renner-Graef Lumber & Mill Company 
in Appleton. He died when his son Elmer was but eleven years of 
age. His wife, who was born in Canada, was a daughter of Conrad 
Manser. 

Spending his youthful days under the parental roof in Appleton, 
Elmer J. Renner there acquired his education in the public schools 
and in the Bowlby Business College. In 1925 he organized the North- 
western Electrotype Company of Neenah, which was capitalized for 
sixteen thousand dollars. It was formed for the purpose of manu- 
facturing electrotype and printing plates, Mr. Renner becoming the 
president and treasurer with Hugh Geibel as the secretary. In the 
beginning there were three employes. Under his careful guidance 
Mr. Renner made the business a productive and successful one. The 
plant was originally located near the freight depot but as the business 
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increased and prospered larger quarters were needed. In 1930 the 
company began the erection of its present fine brick building at 210 
Washington Street, Menasha. The second story was added in 1934 
and the Northwestern Engraving Company was established. Some- 
thing of the continued growth of the business is indicated in the fact 
that at present the two companies have forty employes and are doing 
about forty-five per cent indirect war contract work. 

It was on the 18th of June, 1913, that Elmer J. Renner married 
Cassie Neff, of Neenah, the daughter of Gilbert W. and Carrie EK. 
Neff. Her father, who was a teamster and contractor, is now de- 
ceased, but her mother is still living. Mr. and Mrs. Renner became 
the parents of a daughter and a son. Doris, born May 12, 1915, 
graduated from the Neenah high school and entered the University of 
Wisconsin. In her third year she attended Lawrence College and 
became a member of Kappa Delta sorority. She left Lawrence Col- 
lege to become private secretary to her father, and at his death con- 
tinued on as secretary to both companies. She is now the wife of 
William R. Beerman, an engineer for the Kimberly-Clark Corpora- 
tion. They have two children, Christine Elizabeth, born June 1, 
1942, and William Elmer, born May 1, 1945. 

John Elmer Renner, the son, who is known as Jack to his many 
friends, was born September 14, 1924, and pursued his education in 
the Neenah schools and the University of Wisconsin. Because of a 
slight ear trouble he was classified as 4 F in the draft and, anxious 
to do his share as best he could to aid the war effort, he left the uni- 
versity to engage in defense work. He is an active leader in the 
Boys Brigade. 

Since the death of Mr. Renner his wife, Mrs. Cassie Renner, has 
become president and treasurer of the Electrotype Company and 
treasurer of the Engraving Company. Thomas Shreve is the vice 
president of the Electrotype Company and William Beerman, the 
secretary. Mrs. Renner is proving herself an able business executive. 
She is a graduate of the Neenah high school and of the Bowlby Busi- 
ness College. She belongs to the Eastern Star, to the Daughters of 
the American Revolution and to the Neenah Tuesday Club. She is 
connected with the Presbyterian church, of which Mr. Renner was 
also a faithful member. He was a member of the International 
Association ot Electrotypers and served as a member of the executive 
board and chairman of the Open Shop Committee. He belonged to 
the Masonic order and to the Neenah Club, at all times enjoying the 
high esteem and confidence of his fellow members of these societies. 


GERTRUDE M. PUELICHER, journalist, author and educator and 
nationally known as one of the leaders of the youth movement in 
America, is now president of the National Federation of Press 
Women and editor of its publication The Press Woman. Her name 
is also a familiar one in connection with the lecture platform, and 
an analysis of her record shows that her course has been one of 
steady progress as the result of her liberal education, her research 
work and the wide trave! that has brought her first hand information 
in many lands. 

Miss Puelicher makes her home in Milwaukee, her native city, 
where the family has been represented for more than three fourths 
of a century. Her parents were John Huegin and Matilda (Siefert) 
Puelicher. The father, who was born in Milwaukee in 1869, was a 
son of John and Mary (Huegin) Puelicher and a grandson of Peter 
Puelicher, who was born in Germany and became the founder of 
the family in America, arriving in this country in 1848, at which 


eit ORCL AT bshood eypur é74 


OFS ts yeiblivd wind sat! or 
BEOL ni bebba sew ytode bred L 
-900R oneititnies save YaagindD eatvetesst peo fot rok = | 
“$ont off ni bolusibal at seeniemil ory divo'rg beuai 

yiiol as birs eoyvotqare Yo ovat no litny man owls 


dow Jowilan> thw tonibai fas 19q 4 


Keiricm toate 4 § Stal — lo Prete od a0 "i 
SP shisd bas oW Mato ke Sova ened a : 
4h won al orotagiideos bad witcotuat # el ‘ondtw ae saa wH fie 
‘gtteed 19003 23M bie IM ogitieil Hite «i “ondoud fort dud bonao9 
rel Sl valh aved whe (hoe « bas tohiguab a Yo #last od) 
te wdiarovinll sad borgtiy. ste iousdoe dyitt denosA oft atoyvt baind 
has oysite> sasawed bobaulls, oa taey bid) aed al nianoosi 
lo soastiad Ys of ativewe siloG sega Yo ssdment @ Sol 
-1907 dinob eid $e Ines “Wore? ted oF yrstetIen sInvixg Smtossd pee . 
to gtiw off? von ai ad £51 aos Wal 0) Yrmtetose es m0 rr = el 
-eToq To) AtnMyhsdmia eA} ol ssehtyes os wernts A yn! 
Lf onot asod atsde L oriteind) srerblids owt svarl 7 
BR Tt oyeM triod sem maili ue Sha i 
as aid of Asal a Wereta at ov .ttoe odd sated womlA ai 
ti i pew uid a eer et ssdiasigs& trod eave 
B to oniae Wither | wWiersvia') ef) bnew efoorve dons of}, 
eyolxcdn vet Anath of) ni Tb an boltieasls eaw oct oldivet) 1805 tfgila p 
ius oft Sto! sel wits saw edt bia of binoo of teed 22 otade vithob oF : 
ody ni sebsel svilon nueeai OH JAsgw gesrstob al opens oj yi 
obaaginl & 
and roel sieenD 21M Stiw eid tonne aM 0 Atseb orfi eonil i. 
bin cnunpno'? of “oiteta ott lo teivesot! Bue ‘Yo owgenoat 7 
ev sf +i oyeei@ eantod'T apie aiiveren off Yo i 
aft rerio asi tee yaaqeno) sqyiotiseld off 40 tnsblesig:~ 
sviusoxs exeniand olde nm Mercind y Muvotd 2i Toned BM .Vikisissa 6 
and ydiveod od} Yo hia fooiton riyic! danse off To staubatg a eied@ = 7 
to eusiigaalt oi of 142% isiead orf of egitoled af@ .egallOD eget 
waste dil yoheT on oft of ban cotivloved assitamA odd ia 
enw remash «AM doitw to dowd cahoiydeatd oft diiw betosniod 
Innotueristal of? Yo woderim « exw oH .vedmoent lutdtiad & oa 
ovisooexs odt to tedinom « an bavtse ban etsqylotivel Yo wots 
03 beynoled oll .settiome) qod&@ asgO on? to menrtieds bas 
ot ynivotis eomid He le dul) tars off oF bia 19bt6 SinosaM 
evijoinog veld Yo eredasem wolls? eid To sonsbases bes nsoee ot 


bas tolayube baw todten Jelleniot saHDuaUT JM aausraaD —~ 
ni Josmavom dtvoy way Yo exeunel odd Yo nv es ‘Won peer 

aaot'l to nolisished faupiinA oft Yo Inshlasig wort ei | 
oitad 2511 uote W waa oA naitasildug ali Yo rodthe bits 1 
bra .arotialg sttost eft Atiw woljooanes of ono ‘tailings ‘06 
Yo ono siood ead setuon ted tady evoile, hioos1 ti Yo 
foreevor 19d coftoube tevedil tod Yo tueot old ke deo: 
soitnariolat fired teh wd tawowd ead dul jovan obiw 


Wi svijan tod soolunwiM ai amed ter nodes a5tvilew mor 
aiidrot setd) rudd ytorm tot beinsxeiqet mood ann” Wi 


Uhelsi2) shliieM bus ninovH ndot ssw med 
‘@ enw 2081 ni asdvewlill ni tet enw ontw., yi ieee | 
4919T to noeboatg # base tedoilouD (atgsui) 

Yo sehavolt of) smnoxt bet on eid 

dotdw ta Sb al yifawod . 


654 WISCONSIN 


time he was accompanied by his son John, who was also a native 
of Germany. John Huegin Puelicher died in Milwaukee January 
28, 1935. He was a prominent and honored resident here who from 
1893 until his death was associated with the Marshall Ilsley Bank, 
serving as its president from 1920. His was a position of national 
leadership in financial circles, as indicated by his election to the 
presidency of the American Bankers Association. He wielded too 
a wide influence over educational and civic affairs and did much 
toward molding the development and the history of the state. So 
comprehensive was his study of financial problems and so broad 
his experience in the field of banking that his opinions were largely 
accepted as authority upon the questions pertaining to many phases 
of the banking business. He also served as director or trustee of 
many of the industries and public institutions of Wisconsin and was 
widely recognized as a man of outstanding ability and of fine 
character, whose salient characteristics well qualified him for the 
leadership that was accorded him. His wife, who bore the maiden 
name of Matilda Siefert, is living in Milwaukee. She was born in 
this city, a daughter of H. O. R. Siefert, who was Milwaukee’s 
superintendent of schools for many years. Death called him in 1928. 

Gertrude M. Puelicher was graduated from Milwaukee-Downer 
Seminary and later from Milwaukee-Downer College and, entering 
upon the profession of teaching, she spent two years in Iola, Wis- 
consin, after which she returned to Milwaukee and substituted at 
South Division high school for one year. She then taught at River- 
side high school, where she later became head of the English depart- 
ment and also Life Advisement director. During those years she 
accompanied her parents on various trips throughout Europe, the 
Mediterranean lands and other countries, enjoying all that history, 
nature and art had to offer. She resigned from Riverside high 
school in 19388. 

Miss Puelicher has long manifested the keenest interest in youth 
and in all that pertains to the advancement and progress of young 
people. While teaching at Riverside high school she was director 
of the Hi-Y, the only woman in the United States to hold a position 
of that kind. Her leadership was requested by the students of 
Riverside high school when she was a member of the faculty there. 
She seems to have an intuitive perception as to the problems and 
desires of youth and to the possibilities for advancement and achieve- 
ment on the part of young people, who readily feel and appreciate her 
sympathy and understanding. In 1945 she formed the Wisconsin 
Woman’s Advisory Counsel for Junior Achievement, a nationally 
known youth movement; in 1942 she was elected vice president of 
the National Federation of Women; on June 138, 1948, she was 
elected president of the National Federation of Press Women; and 
in 1944 she received the Look award for directing the thought of 
N.F.P.W. to postwar activity for elimination of future wars. She 
is also editor of The Press Woman, official publication of the organ- 
ization. 

She has served as state chairman of the Block Plan of the Office 
of Civilian Defense and is state civilian chairman of the Woman’s 
Army Carps, in which connection she has spoken all over the state 
in order to further the work of the WACS. In 1944 she was chosen 
to deliver the keynote address at a meeting arranged by the National 
Association of Manufacturers for the Milwaukee area. 

Widely known as a free lance writer and columnist, Miss Puelicher 
is well known as the author of two most interesting columns which 
appear under the titles ‘‘Parents Positively Prohibited” and “Children 
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Not Allowed.” Her study of youth has given rise also to many 
interesting and instructive lectures delivered before parent groups. 
Her ideas are stimulating, her vision broad, her deductions clear 
and correct, and she has the faculty of presenting her opinions in a 
manner that receives the endorsement of the adult and that wins 
the cooperation of youth. 

Her.membership connections include the Woman’s Club of Wis- 
consin, the College Women’s Club, the English Speaking Union and 
the Foreign Policy Association. She has addressed audiences of 
Wisconsin women in small villages and in great industrial centers 
on women’s part in war work. Her educational background has been 
of great value in her varied lines of endeavor as journalist and 
lecturer and as an executive in the National Press Women’s organi- 
zation, as well as in her work for the stimulation and advancement 
of youth, and who can say where her influence has been most strongly 
felt? Yet all acknowledge its potency as a factor in the attainment 
of higher planes of thought, ambition and service and know that 
her dreams have been converted into realities which have made 
for advancement in the world’s work. 


JUDGE ROBERT 8. COWIE, judge of the Circuit Court having juris- 
diction over La Crosse, Monroe, Vernon and Trempealeau counties, 
was born in Glencoe, Buffalo County, Wisconsin, April 18, 1873, and 
comes of Scotch lineage, his great-grandfather, General James Cowie, 
a native of Scotland, having been commanding officer in the battle 
of Bannockburn. His parents, George and Margaret (Faulds) Cowie, 
were also natives of Scotland. Both were born near Glasgow and 
there they were reared and married. In 1848 they came to the United 
States, settling in Pottsville, Pennsylvania, where they lived for two 
years, the father there engaging in mining. At length George Cowie 
determined to try his luck in the California gold fields and by way of 
the Panama route inade his way to the Pacific coast, where he spent 
two years. It was in 1855 that he brought his family to Wisconsin, 
where he became a successful farmer and man of affairs, taking active 
part in the public life of his county and state. For twenty-five years 
he served as the postmaster of Glencoe and in 1872-73 he was a mem- 
ber of the General Assembly, being the first Democrat to be elected 
from that district. He was always a stanch supporter of the Demo- 
cratic party, did much to further its successes and, in addition to the 
other offices he held, was chairman of the county board, at all times 
discharging his duties with promptness and fidelity. 

In the family of twelve children born to George and Margaret 
(Faulds) Cowie, Judge Robert S. Cowie was the eleventh in order of 
birth and is the only one yet living. He attended the public schools 
of Glencoe and qualified for the bar as a student in the University 
of Wisconsin, there winning his Bachelor of Laws degree in 1894. For 
three years thereafter he practiced his profession in Arcadia, Wis- 
consin, as a partner of J. Gavney, now judge of Trempealeau County, 
under the firm name of Gavney & Cowie. Later opening an office in 
Whitehall, Judge Cowie there continued in practice for a number of 
years and for a year and a half, covering a part of 1897 and 1898, 
he served as district attorney. In 1902 he was appointed a deputy 
auditor of the navy by President Theodore Roosevelt and went to 
Washington, where he served in that capacity until the latter part 
of 1903, when he returned to Whitehall. A little later he was elected 
county judge for a four-year term and on the expiration of that 
period was appointed by Governor Davidson a member of the State 
Board of Control, serving for two years. Once more he returned to 
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Whitehall to practice law and successfully followed his profession 
there until 1918, when he came to La Crosse, where he has since 
remained. He practiced alone for a time and then formed a partner- 
ship with Quincy H. Hale, the firm continuing as Cowie & Hale until 
1925, when the senior partner was elected circuit judge and has since 
occupied the bench of this circuit. ; 

When engaged in law practice Judge Cowie was noted for the 
thorough manner in which he prepared his cases and presented his 
cause in the courts. He has a keen, rapid, logical mind and his 
deductions were clear and telling in effect. Since his elevation to 
the bench his opinions show forth a fair and impartial view of every 
case presented before him, with wisdom in tempering justice with 
‘ mercy and thus calling forth the better elements of a defendant who 
is not a crime-hardened individual. His dignified procedure at all 
times commands respect and he fully sustains the honor of his chosen 
calling in all that he has done as attorney and jurist. 

On Christmas day of 1897 Judge Cowie married Cathryn F. Melby, 
of Whitehall, a daughter of John and Jennie Melby, of that place. 
The only child of this marriage is Janice M., who was born December 
31, 1900. She attended the grade and high schools of Whitehall and 
is a graduate of a Chicago school. She engaged in teaching prior 
to her marriage to Joseph Becker, of Springfield, Illinois, and after 
his death she again took up work as an instructor, being now a teacher 
in the Franklin school of La Crosse. She has one child, Joseph D. 
Mrs. Cowie is a member of the Congregational church, which the 
Judge attends and supports. He is a man of pleasing personality and 
is an appreciated member of the Masonic and Elks lodges and of the 
La Crosse Club. He finds his recreation in fishing and hunting and 
he and his wife have a summer home at Trempealeau. Along strictly 
professional lines he maintains membership in the La Crosse County 
Bar Association and the Wisconsin State Bar Association. 


REV. GEORGE ANTHONY SCHEMMER received his appointment in 
1932 as pastor of St. Francis Xavier Cathedral at Green Bay after 
having already devoted twenty-six years to the work of the church. 
Here he carried on the heavy responsibilities of the Cathedral 
parish until impaired health made it advisable to resign and transfer 
his labors to a smaller parish. Thus his helpful ministry is now given 
Holy Rosary congregation at New Holstein, where he took up his 
duties May 10, 1944. 

Born in New London, Waupaca County, Wisconsin, June 7, 
1880, Father Schemmer is a son of Bernard and Caroline (Hoffman) 
Schemmer, the mother a native of Washington County, Wisconsin, 
while the father was born in Westphalia, Germany, whence he came 
to America with his parents in his youthful days. He was a son of 
Henry Schemmer, who was born in Germany in 1812 and was a 
shoemaker by trade. On crossing the Atlantic with his family he 
became a resident of Burlington, Wisconsin, where he spent the 
remainder of his days. He arrived in this state many years before 
the Civil War and he died in Burlington in August, 1882. 

Bernard Schemmer pursued his education in the schools of 
Burlington and there learned the cooper’s trade. In young manhood 
he joined the Union Army and spent one year as a soldier of 
Company E, One Hundred and Fifty-Sixth Wisconsin Infantry. 
After his military experience he returned to work at coopering, 
which he followed in Burlington and New London for a number of 
years and then engaged in the hotel business at Marion, Wisconsin, 
for a year. He next removed to Clintonville, this state, where he 
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conducted a hotel for many years and when he retired from business 
he established his home in Chilton, Wisconsin, where he spent his 
remaining days, passing from this life February 19, 1932. He 
took an active and helpful interest in community affairs and at one 
time was a member of the county board of supervisors of Waupaca 
County. He had long survived his wife, who always resided in 
Wisconsin and here passed away April 1, 1904. 

Their son, Reverend Schemmer, pursued his education in St. 
Lawrence College and in St. Francis Seminary, after which he was 
ordained a member of the Roman Catholic priesthood in 1906. He 
was then appointed assistant pastor at St. Patrick, Green Bay, 
Wisconsin, where he continued from 1906 until 1909, when he was 
assigned to the pastorate of the Catholic church at Custer, Wisconsin, 
and he continued his labors there from 1909 until 1918. The 
following year was spent at St. Ann and from 1914 to 1917 he was 
located at Shawano. In the latter year he was transferred to Mack- 
ville, where he continued for about fourteen years or unti] 1931. He 
was next pastor of St. Anthony’s Catholic Church at Marinette, 
Wisconsin, and in 1932 was appointed pastor of St. Francis Xavier 
Cathedral at Green Bay, where he labored faithfully for more than 
twelve years. The Green Bay diocese was established in 1868 and 
the cornerstone of the Cathedral, situated at Monroe and Doty 
streets, was laid on the 6th of October, 1876, while the building 
was completed in November, 1881. | 

Father Schemmer was also director of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith from 1926 to 1937 and he is one of the 
stalwart workers among the Catholic clergy of the state, his labors 
being effective and resultant wherever he has been. He was a 
member of the legal advisory board of Outagamie County, Wisconsin, 
during World War I, and he received acknowledgement from President 
Woodrow Wilson for services rendered the Government. 


OLIVER L. O’BoYLE, who since 1931 has been corporation counsel 
of Milwaukee, was born October 15, 1889, at Batavia, Illinois, in the 
Fox River valley, and comes of pure Irish stock. His parents were 
John and Sarah (Donahue) O’Boyle. The father, a native of Batavia, 
Illinois, died in Milwaukee in May, 1931. He had been a widely known 
funeral director, head of the J. N. O’Boyle funeral home. Coming 
to Milwaukee with his family in 18938, he remained active in business 
here for thirty-eight years and was instrumental in having an em- 
balming course established in Marquette University. At one time he 
was president of the Milwaukee Funeral Directors Association and 
was also active in the Wisconsin Funeral Directors Association. His 


widow, who is still living in Milwaukee, was born on the same street | © 


in Batavia as was her son Oliver. She is a daughter of Arthur Dona- 
hue, who was born in Ireland and came to the Middle West after re- 
siding for a time in New York State. In the family of John and Sarah 
(Donahue) O’Boyle were six children. Two are now living, the sister 
of Oliver L. O’Boyle being Mrs. Rosanna Dudenhoefer, also a resident 
of Milwaukee and the widow of Joseph Dudenhoefer. 

After acquiring his early education in parochial schools of Milwau- 
kee, Oliver L. O’Boyle attended Marquette Academy and then enrolled 
as a law student in Marquette University, being graduated in 1912, 
at which time the LL.B. degree was conferred on him. For a third 
of a century he has been an active member of the Milwaukee bar, 
starting practice in the office of the law firm of Hennessey & Hen- 
nessey. His close application, his thorough study and understanding 
of legal principles and his keen interest in the profession brought him 
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a steadily growing patronage. In 1929 he was appointed deputy dis- 
trict attorney of Milwaukee County and the year 1931 chronicled his 
appointment as corporation counsel of Milwaukee County, which 
office he has now capably and acceptably filled for fourteen years, his 
record winning for him wide endorsement and approval. 

Mr. O’Boyle is also prominently known as an active member of 
the Holy Name Society. He organized its lecture bureau, which 
sponsors addresses by prominent civic leaders before parish audiences, 
who thus hear addresses on vocational and world topics. Mr. O’Boyle 
strongly advocates greater moral and religious training to prevent 
child delinquency and believes it the responsibility of the parents to 
give proper guidance and leadership to their children. He stands for 

the highest ideals in citizenship and has done much to advance stan- 
- dards of this character in Milwaukee. In 1920 he was a member of a 
nation-wide pilgrimage of the Knights of Columbus who journeyed 
to Metz, France, to witness the unveiling of the statue of Lafayette, 
which was a gift of the Knights of Columbus to the French govern- 
ment. While abroad he also visited Ireland and other HKuropean 
countries. 

In 1914 Mr. O’Boyle married Elizabeth Forrestal, a native of 
Milwaukee and a daughter of Wilham and Mary (McGarry) Forrestal. 
Like her husband Mrs. O’Boyle comes of pure Irish ancestry. Her 
father was born in County Wexford, Ireland, while her mother was 
born in Milwaukee. Mrs. O’Boyle is a graduate of the Milwaukee 
Normal, now the Milwaukee State Teachers College, and taught in 
the Third ward schools prior to her marriage. Mr. and Mrs. O’ Boyle 
have a family of four sons and two daughters. The eldest, Major 
John William, is a graduate of Holy Cross College of Worcester, 
Massachusetts, and of the Harvard Law School, class of 1937. He 
started law practice in Milwaukee as a member of the firm of Olwell 
& Brady and was a member of the law faculty of Marquette Univer- 
sity. He also acted as secretary to Federal Circuit Judge Robert P. 
Patterson. He is now connected with the intelligence service of the 
United States Army. In 1942 he was appointed a representative of 
the American Lend Lease administration by Edward R. Stettinius 
and was assigned to work with the Australian government. He was 
then sent to supervise the installation of lend lease in that country. 
His wife was in her maidenhood Mary Seeger, of Milwaukee, daughter | 
of Dr. Stanley J. Steeger, and they have two children, John W. Jr. 
and William Buchanan. Thomas Patrick O’Boyle, the second son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver O’Boyle, is a naval aviation flight pilot with the 
rank of lieutenant, junior grade. He has received the distinguished 
flying cross for meritorious achievement as a fighter pilot in the 
Pacific. In March, 1944, he was cited by Admiral Nimitz and awarded 
the air medal for his courage and skill shown in the attack on Palau 
Island, and in June he was again cited and given gold stars in lieu 
of a second and third air medal. Lieutenant Thomas P. O’Boyle, like 
his elder brother, is a graduate of Holy Cross College and was intend- 
ing to enter the Harvard Law School but instead joined the navy. He 
married Ann Elizabeth Dean, a daughter of Doctor Dean, of St. Louis, 
Missouri. Pfc. James Edward O’Boyle, the third son of the family, 
attended Holy Cross College for two years and is now with the army as 
a waist gunner, flying a fortress liberator. He completed his training 
in the Army Air Corps at Walla Walla, Washington. Mary, the elder 
daughter, is the wife of John T. Connor, who is in military service as 
a member of the Marines. Robert and the younger daughter, Eliza- 
beth Ann, are at home with their parents. Mr. and Mrs. O’Boyle 
certainly have every reason to be proud of the splendid military rec- 
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ord made by their sons, and there is no doubt but what they will be 
equally efficient in civilian life following their return from the army. 


HENRY JOSEPH BAUMEISTER, an alert, energetic business man, is 
the proprietor of the Kewaunee Bottling Works and has a plant that 
has attracted almost country-wide attention, so modern and sanitary 
is his equipment, while the excellence of his products, numbering 
about eighteen kinds of soft drinks, has brought to him a patronage 
that is most gratifying. Kewaunee is his native city, where he was 
born April 6, 1892, his parents being Joseph and Elizabeth (Nolde) 
Baumeister, both born in Eschenbach, Germany, whence they came 
to the United States when about eighteen years of age. They were 
sweethearts in their native land and were married in Kewaunee in 
1873, about a year after they crossed the Atlantic. Joseph Bau- 
meister, locating in Kewaunee, here followed the mason’s trade, which 
he had learned in early manhood, and eventually became a contractor, 
erecting all of the principal buildings in Kewaunee, Luxemberg, 
Algoma and various other places in this section of the state, con- 
tinuing in the business throughout his remaining days. He passed 
away in March, 1932, at the age of seventy-five years, and his wife 
died in 1936. ! 

After acquiring his education in the parochial schools of Kewaunee 
and assisting his father for a year or two, Henry J. Baumeister 
started to learn the casket business but because indoor work was 
harmful to his health he was for a time delivery boy for a merean- 
tile establishment, then joined his father for a time before entering, 
the employ of the Kewaunee Laboratory Manufacturing Company, 
manufacturers oi schoo] furniture. Here he remained for five years, 
spending a portion of that time as foreman of the plant. Subsequently 
he was with the Hamachek Manufacturing Company until May, 
1919, when he established the bottling works. Later he purchased 
the building which he now occupies and he has a most up-to-date 
plant, supplied with new and modern equipment, which is regarded 
as one of the best bottling works in the country. He manufactures 
orange crush, ginger ale and various other kinds of soft drinks, and 
distributes ice cream and beer. His machinery produces ninety 
cases of bottled goods per hour and he employs twelve people, his 
business covering Door, Kewaunee, Brown and Manitowoc counties. 
His machinery is the latest and most improved that scientific methods 
and modern manufacture have produced and includes a twelve-spout 
liquor unit filler. 

Mr. Baumeister has an intense interest in the early history of 
the state and at his place of business he has on display a reproduction 
of the landing of Father Marquette at Kewaunee on November 1, 
1674, where the figures are lifesize, there being a group of Indians 
together with the missionary priest and discoverer standing in the 
midst of the forest. Another window gives a scene in Kewaunee 
in 1856, with reproductions of the building of those early days and 
an exact reproduction of the early lumber mill. The figures in the 
Marquette group are all carved out of wood, while in the early 
IKXewaunee scene the small figures are all hand carved. Among the 
interesting relics that Mr. Baumeister has accumulated is an old 
cookstove that was owned by Governor Upham in 1891—more than 
a half century ago—and in his collection of guns is one that is a 
combination of rifle and shotgun. He likewise has one of the early 
spinning wheels, a high bicycle, desks, an old-time clock in which 
the works are all of wood and which is still in good running order. 
He has the cane of the first mayor of Kewaunee and among the most 
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interesting of his old time possessions is the first deed to Wisconsin 
property, issued in 1793. He likewise has a large accumulation 
of Indian arrowheads, of flags and of antique furniture, and many 
of these relics of the olden days would be regarded as valuable 
museum pieces. 

At his own expense Mr. Baumeister had the anchor of the 
Emerald brought to land and mounted in Waterfront Park with a 
fitting inscription telling of the tragic sinking of that vessel in the 
storm of 1886. , He also contributed both time and funds to the 
remaking of the old school bell as a memorial to Mr. M. McMahon, 
“Old Mac,” the beloved principal to whom tribute was paid at the 
Old Classmates Reunion in 194] when the bell was dedicated. Mr. 
Baumeister also gave liberally of time, energy and funds to the 
successful planning and carrying out of the impressive ceremonies 
at the dedication of the Father Marquette Memorial at Kewaunee 
on November 11, 1936, a solemn service witnessed by five thousand 
’ persons. 

Mr. Baumeister is a member of the Catholic church and belongs 
to the Catholic Knights of Wisconsin and is a fourth degree member 
of the Knights of Columbus. His name is on the membership roll 
of the Moose lodge in Kewaunee and of the Wisconsin Historical 
Society. That his interests are not altogether in the past is shown 
in the civic spirit that he displays in working for improvement in 
modern day eccnditions. For two years he served on the Kewaunee 
park board, and it was during that time that the beach at the foot 
of Main Street was transformed into a fine park, while another 
park was also developed. 

On April 28, 1915, Mr. Baumeister married Julia Schultz, a 
daughter of Frank and Antoinette (Melicher) Schultz, both natives 
of Kewaunee County. Her father was a shoe merchant at Tisch 
Mills, Wisconsin, for many years and died at the age of thirty-seven, 
while his wife passed away at the age of thirty-five. Of the three 
sons of Mr. and Mrs. Schultz the eldest died in California and the 
two younger boys were reared and educated by Mr. and Mrs. 
Baumeister. Both have married and are now in the employ of Mr. 
Baumeister. Mr. and Mrs. Baumeister have one son, Gilbert Francis, 
who was born September 11, 1918, and is associated in business with 
his father. He married Rose Kanera in August, 1940, and they have 
one child, Carol Ann. Mrs. Henry Baumeister is quite active in 
church work. They reside at 916 Miller Street in Kewaunee, where 
Mr. Baumeister has spent his entire life. 


LAWRENCE J. Bropy, until his death September 4, 1944, had been 
an attorney of La Crosse, practicing as a member of the law firm 
of Gordon, Law, Brody & Johns. He was born in Cashton, Wiscon- 
sin, May 8, 1895, a son of Michael and Catherine (O’Connell) Brody, 
both of whom were natives of Vernon County, this state. The family 
name indicates their Irish lineage. Patrick Brody, grandfather of 
Lawrence J. Brody, was the eldest of a large family and because of 
their straitened financial circumstances he came to the United States 
to seek his fortune, arriving in this country in 1846. He made his way 
at once to Wisconsin and here married Margaret Mooney, who also 
came from Ireland. Their son Michael Brody passed away in 1925, 
but is still survived by his widow, Catherine (O’Connell) Brody, who 
is a daughter of Henry and Anna (Ready) O’Connell. The O’Connell 
family also came from the Emerald Isle, where they were people of 
means, a picture of their home in County Meath, Ireland (now in the 
possession of Mrs. Kinder, a daughter of Henry and Anna (Ready) 
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O’Connell), indicating that they were people of considerable affluence 
in their native Jand. The maternal grandparents of Lawrence J. 
Brody arrived in the United States in 1853 and temporarily estab- 
lished their home in New Jersey but remained for only a short time 
before coming to Wisconsin that same year. They went first to Mil- 
waukee, later to Waukesha and next to Vernon County, where the 
grandfather followed farming. To him and his wife were born nine 
children, of whom eight lived to years of maturity. 

Lawrence J. Brody, the third of the eight children who were born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Michael Brody, acquired his early education in the 
schools of Viroqua, Wisconsin, and then studied in the La Crosse 
State Teachers College. He prepared for the bar at the University 
of Wisconsin, where the Bachelor of Laws degree was conferred on 
him at his graduation in 1920. In the meantime he had written into 
his life history a military chapter that covered his service as a private 
with the Three Hundred Thirty-ninth Infantry in World War I, dur- 
ing which time he spent eighteen months overseas. After the Armi- 
stice was signed he was with the Army of Occupation in southern 


Austria. He received his discharge July 3, 1919, and then resumed 


his studies in preparation for his chosen profession, 

For a year thereafter Mr. Brody acted as private secretary to 
Governor Blaine and then came to La Crosse to establish his law 
practice, which he followed independently for ten or twelve years, 
winning a creditable position in the legal circles of the city. He 
found ready solution for involved professional problems and his 
careful preparation of his cases was evidenced in the clear and concise 
manner in which he presented his case before the court. In 1935 
he joined the firm of Gordon, Law, Brody & Johns at La Grosse. 
Mr. Brody was defense attorney from 1924 until 1928 and was appeal 
agent for draft board No. 2. He belonged to the La Crosse County, 
the Wisconsin State and the American Bar associations. 

Mr. Brody had membership in the La Crosse Chamber of Com- 
merce, and in this and other ways manifested his public-spirited 
citizenship. He was also identified with the American Legion, the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks and was a member of the Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church. 

Mr. Brody married Josephine Cullinan, of Madison, a daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Cullinan and a graduate of the University 
of Wisconsin. The two children of Mr. and Mrs. Brody are Patricia 
and Margaret. The former, born September 1, 1924, attended Rosary 
College at River Forest and is now a senior at the University of 
Wisconsin. Margaret, born February 21, 1927, after graduating 
from Aquinas high school entered Rosary College, where she is now 
a sophomore. 


FRANK J. B. DU CHATEAU has for many years been-closely associ- 
ated with the civic, political and business interests of Green Bay. 
He has greatly promoted commercial and financial affairs here and 
he is now the president and general manager of the A. Du Chateau 
Company, handling loans, real estate and investments. His plans 
have ever been carefully formulated and promptly executed, and 
his sound judgment and clear recognition of opportunities have 
carried him far toward the goal of prosperity. 

Born in Green Bay, September 25, 1867, Frank J. B. Du Chateau 
is a son of Abelard and Felicite (Delwich) Du Chateau, both natives 
of Belgium. The father, who was born in the city of Brussels, came 
to America from Brussels in the year 1856 and in 1869 he founded 
the largest wholesale liquor house in Green Bay, of which he remained 
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the owner until his death on August 25, 1888, when he was fifty-two 
years of age. His wife survived him for forty-three years, dying in 
April, 1932, at the advanced age of eighty-nine. 

Reared in his native city, Frank J. B. Du Chateau attended the 
public schools of Green Bay until sixteen years of age, when he left 
high school to beceme office boy for the firm of J. C. and A. C. 
Melville. Later he was associated with his uncle Gotto Du Chateau, 
a retail shoe merchant, with whom he remained for a year or until 
May, 1885, when he entered his father’s wholesale liquor establish- 
ment as bookkeeper and manager, continuing to direct the business 
until 1918, when the prohibition law was enacted and the business 
was closed. It had been incorporated in 1906, at which time Frank 
J. B. Du Chateau became the president and general manager. 

THis business connections have constantly increased in volume 
and importance as the years have gone by and have contributed in 
substantial measure to the growth and progress of the city. He has 
» been associated with commercial, industrial and financial affairs 
of the city, displaying at all times sound judgment and executive 
ability. On the Ist of September, 1897, he became a director of the 
Kellogg National Bank, which is now the Kellogg Citizens National 
Bank, and has continuously remained a member of its board since 
1897. For ten years he was the manager, secretary and treasurer 
of the Brown County Telephone Company, and he is also the owner 
of much real estate, having bought and sold considerable property 
in Green Bay, where he has also improved vacant property by erect- 
ing thereon substantial business houses, there being six large blocks 
in the city which have been built by the Du Chateau family. He was 
also a director and the vice president of the West Side State Bank, 
of which he became one of the founders in 1914, and served in the 
above capacities from the beginning until June 28, 1940, when he 
resigned on account of the passage of the Clayton act, which 
prohibits a director of a national bank to serve with any other bank. 

Mr. Du Chateau was also one of the founders of the Brown 
County Building & Loan Association, which was established August 
26, 1892, and is the only survivor of the original five incorporators. 
On the 13th of January, 1891, he aided in organizing the Citizens 
Light, Power & Heating Company and continued the present A. Du 
Chateau Company for the purpose of engaging in the real estate, 
loans and investments business and has since devoted the major 
part of his time to this undertaking. 

Mr. Du Chateau has not confined his attention to his private 
business affairs, but has also cooperated in many projects for the 
public good. He was one of the organizers of the Neville Public 
Museum, has served as a director from the beginning and had been 
the president since 1929. For many years he collected relics of the 
Indians and the early French traders and had a collection of over 
five thousand pieces, which he donated to the Neville Museum and 
which includes guns, copper implements, spearheads, stone hammers, 
hatchets and other things, all of which are catalogued. He has in his 
possession a most interesting relic of the early days—a_ sundial 
which was made by the Pere Lemares of Paris. On the back of this 
is given the latitude and the longitude of many of the well known 
cities of those early times. He found the sundial at Point Au Sable 
and it is a most rare and valuable curio. Mr. Du Chateau also has 
«4 mortar and pestle which was used by the Menominee Indians and 
is about two and a half feet in height, while the pestle is six feet in 
length, both made of white oak, and it was used by the Indians in 
crushing their corn. 
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Mr. Du Chateau gives his political allegiance to the Republican 
party and he served as a member of the board of alderman of Green 
Bay for the five year period from 1892 to 1897. Since April 6, 1901, 
he has been a member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks and since March, 1908, has served as one of its trustees. He 
has been connected with the Knights of Pythias since 1895 and at 
one time was master of finance of the local lodge. He formerly 
belonged to the Green Bay Yacht Club and the Green Bay Driving 
Club, both now out of existence, and was a member of the Green Bay 
Turn Verein. He has always taken an active and helpful interest in 
public affairs and he is a member of the Wisconsin State and Brown 
County Historical societies. His religious faith is that of the 
Catholic church. 

On the 15th of September, 1890, Mr. Du Chateau married Marie 
Beaupre, who died October 20, 1893, leaving one child, Olive Felicite, 
who was born in 1891 and is a graduate of St. Joseph’s Academy. 
She married C. M. Hogan, of Green Bay, and has two children 
Richard, who was born in 1924 and is now in the United States 
air service as a corporal, and James, born in 1980. Mr. Du Chateau 
was again married November 28, 1894, when Julia Lucas became 
his wife. She passed away November 28, 1911, and in June, 19138, 
Mr. Du Chateau wedded Mary Loughlin, who died September 28, 
1940. Since 1912 he has resided at 703 South Monroe Street in a 
house which was built in 1867, the year of his birth. 


CLINTON H. FREEMAN. The name of Freeman has long been asso- 
ciated with the lumber industry in its various phases in Waupaca 
County and has always been a synonym for reliability and progressive- 
ness. Today Clinton H. Freeman fully sustains the family reputation 
as he successfully manages the interests of the C. H. Freeman Com- 
pany, which has its business and offices at Bowler, Shawano County, 
although he retains his residence in New London, where he was born 
May 20,1884. His father, Leslie E. Freeman, was long an outstanding 
figure in connection with the same line of business, having for sixty- 
four years engaged in the lumber industry ere his life’s labors were 
terminated in death on January 11, 1944, when he had reached the 
age of eighty-two years. A native son of Wisconsin, he was born near 
Pine River, September 15, 1861, his parents having been William and 
Marie (Courtney) Freeman. His youthful training was that of a 
farmbred boy, for he lived on his grandfather’s old farm place to the 
age of eighteen years, when he came to New London to enter the field 
of commerce. He was first employed by James Meiklejohn, a pioneer 
lumberman of Waupaca County, and with him learned various phases 
of the business, thus becoming connected with one of the early lumber 
interests of the city. 

It was in 1854 that the firm of Doty & Smith built a sawmill on 
North Pear] Street, on the Wolf and Embarass rivers. The property 
passed into possession of various owners during the first twenty years 
and in 1874 was purchased by Hale & Springstead, who also built a 
evristmill, grinding grain at night and sawing lumber in the daytime. 
In 1881 the mill property was taken over by Weatherby, Nash & 
Meiklejohn. Farmers delivered logs by teams, while others were 
floated from the Weasel dam to the mill, which in 1889 became the 
property of Meiklejohn & Hatten, who moved the gristmill away and 
enlarged the sawmill. In 1894 the Hatten Lumber Company was in- 
corporated, with W. H. Hatten as president, and they bought logs 
from farmers, floated others down the river and also brought in some 
by rail. In 1919 they began logging their own timber and in that 
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year the company bought the interests of the Lindsays in the business. 

Mr. Hatten retained his interest until his death March 380, 1937. 
After making his initial step Mr. Freeman joined the business. 

Subsequently he was with the firm of Meiklejohn & Hatten and later 


with the Hatten Lumber Company. He usually did outside work, ~ 


largely in connection with woods and shipping operations and he also 
worked at times at scaling timber. As he demonstrated his capa- 
bility, he was accorded frequent promotions which brought him 
eventually to the position of superintendent of the extensive operations 
of the company outside of New London, and for many years he acted 
in that capacity, his position being one of importance and large re- 
sponsibility. For a number of years he was vice president of the 
Hatten Lumber Company, so continuing until the business was discon- 
tinued in 1939. At the same time he engaged in buying timber lands, 
in logging and in building operations on his own account, and he was 
likewise the owner of a valuable farm property, at all times displaying 
‘sound judgment and much enterprise in carrying on his business 
affairs. About three years prior to his death he retired, but always 
busied himself with gardening and other activities about his home 
until the four monthg’ illness that terminated his days. He was most 
highly esteemed in lumber trade circles and he contributed much to 
the development of the industry in his section of the state. 

Leslie E. Freeman was married in early manhood to Lillian Mae 
Stimson, the wedding ceremony being performed in the pioneer home 
of her grandfather on North Water Street, New London, August 7, 
1883. For a number of years they resided on the farm of her father, 
Benjamin Stimson, and then on a thirty-nine acre farm which she 
inherited from her grandfather. After four years there they became 
residents of New London. Mr. Freeman was a Congregationalist in 
religious faith and belonged to the Odd Fellows lodge, the Modern 
Woodmen Camp and the E.R.A., an insurance fraternal order. His 
interest in community welfare was manifest in many tangible ways, 
including service as alderman over a number of years. He was a 
member of the Hatten Memorial Fund committee and did much to 
further the project. He was genial and cordial in manner and his 
integrity was ever above question. 

In the family of Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Freeman were two sons and 
a daughter, Clinton, Ben 8. and Iva B. The second son, born June 5, 
1888, attended the New London high school and is now engaged in 
the forest products business at Lily, Langlade County, Wisconsin. He 
married Hilda Reuter, of New London, and their children are Leslie, 
Hope and Neva May, the last named now deceased. The son is with 
the armed forces, being in training at Tennessee Polytechnic Institute 
at Cookeville, Tennessee. The mother, Mrs. Lillian Mae Freeman, 
preceded her husband in death, passing away July 25, 1948, and their 
daughter Iva died six weeks later. 

The son, Clinton H. Freeman, whose name introduces this record, 
received his early educational training in the grade schools of New 
London and after completing his high school course entered Lewis 
Institute of Chicago, where he took an engineering course. For a 
time he then followed electrical engineering and later established 
business on his own account at Bowler, Shawano County, under the 
name of the C. H. Freeman Company. He manufactures and handles 
forest products, which he ships all over Wisconsin and northern 
Illinois, including pulp and fuel woods, and he is the owner of three 
thousand acres of heavily wooded land and does his own logging. He 
has taken over his father’s former business interest by purchasing the 
shares of the other heirs in the estate and he is also the owner and 
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occupant of the lovely old family home at 312 Cook Street, which was 
built more than thirty-four years ago. 

Mr. Freeman married Hattie Weidner. He is a member of the 
Congregational church and is an active supporter of the Republican 
party, which he has represented as a county delegate in various con- 
ventions, his opinions carrying weight in party councils. For twelve 
years he has served as a member of the village board of Bowler, acting 
as its president for seven years, and progressive civic affairs always 
receive his earnest endorsement and hearty support. In all matters 
of citizenship he measures up to high standards, just as he does in 
business circles, his enterprise and his reliability giving him enviable 
place as a representative of the lumber industry in central Wisconsin. 


DR. GEORGE PHILIP HAMBRECHT, nationally known through his 
activities in the educational field, was a director of the State Board 
of Adult and Vocational Education of Wisconsin until his death, 
December 23, 1948. That activity represented but one phase of his 
interests, for ag lecturer, author and research worker he made 
valuable contribution to intellectual progress throughout the country. 
Born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, February 1, 1871, he was a son of 
William and Mary (Cleary) Hambrecht. The father was born 
December 18, 1841, at Duerkheim, Bayern in Haart Rheinpfalz, 
Bavaria, his parents being George Philip and Caroline (La Roche 
de Alba) Hambrecht. 

William Hambrecht attended the common and Latin schools of 
his native city, spent one year as a college student in Kaiserlautern 
and then learned the weaver’s trade. He spent a period in Paris 
before entering the Bavarian army at the age of twenty-one years, 
and saw active duty in the war between Prussia and Bavaria in 1866, 
being wounded at Kessington. To escape the increasing power and 
dominance of Prussia over the independent German states, he left 
his native country January 1, 1867, and came to the United States. 
On November 26, 1869, at New Utrecht, New York, he married 
Mary Cleary, who was born in Stonevila parish in Kappa, near 
Rathkeal, County Limerick, Ireland, in 1846, a daughter of Patrick 
and Katherine (Ambrose) Cleary and a granddaughter of Philip 
Ambrose Cleary, who was an architect in the employ of the Govern- 
ment. Her father, Patrick Cleary, was a steward and foreman of 
the estate of Lord Dunscombe-Massey near Argual. Mrs. Hambrecht 
came to America to join members of her family who had settled 
in Cottage Grove, Dane County, Wisconsin. In 1872 the parents 
of Doctor Hambrecht removed from Milwaukee to Wheatland, Keno- 
sha County, and in 1875 to Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. 

It was in the public schools of Lake Geneva that Doctor Hambrecht 
pursued his education until he completed the high school course in 
1891. During the following year he sold books in order to earn 
money for tuition in the advancement of his educational training and 
from 1892 until 1895 was a student at the University of Wisconsin, 
working in the library avd at manual labor to support himself. 
He was one of the founders and the first secretary of the University’s 
Cooperative Association. He was also a member of the Athena 
Debating Society and a charter member of Sigma Deuleron Chapter 
of Theta Delta Chi. After three years in the University he left 
school to teach mathematics and science in the high school of Grand 


-Rapids (now Wisconsin Rapids), Wisconsin, of which he became 


principal in 1898 and high school superintendent in 1900. Two years 
later he entered the University of Chicago law school, also doing 
additional work toward his Bachelor of Philosophy degree, which was 
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conferred on him in June, 1903. He became a member of Delta Chi 
fraternity, won the scholarship prize in law school, permitting his 
entrance to the Yale law school, from which he was graduated with 
the LL. B. degree in 1904. At Yale he was a member of the Kent 
Law Club and of the Book and Gavel Society, and he won the annually- 
bestowed Yale Kent prize on his thesis on parliamentary law and 
procedure. 

Doctor Hambrecht had passed the Wisconsin bar examination in 
August 1903, and from 1904 until 1907 he practiced law in associa- 
tion with Senator H. C. Wapperman at Wisconsin Rapids. There he 
practiced independently from 1907 until 1915 and served as city 
attorney from 1908 until 1915. He was also called upon to serve as 
one of the lawmakers of the state, being a member of the General 
Assembly in the sessions of 1909 and 1915. In the former he served 
as chairman of the judiciary committee, was a member of the com- 
mittees on elections and education and was a member of the special 
‘ joint legislative committee on conservation and water power and on 
the committee appointed to investigate the first primary election. 
In the 1915 session he was elected floor leader of the conservative 
group (Republican). 

In August, 1915, Doctor Hambrecht was appointed by Governor 
Ki. L. Philipp a member of the Wisconsin Industrial Commission. 
While in the Legislature he had become very active in connection 
with questions relative to trade and industrial education. He had 
conspicuously opposed some of the Governor’s policies in the Legisla- 
ture, but his qualifications for the Commission were undeniable and 
the appointment was ratified. He served from 1915 to 1921, and 
during the last four years was chairman of the Commission. His 
work in conjunction with the revision of the workmen’s compensa- 
tion act in 1917 was particularly noteworthy, and his service covered 
the particularly turbulent period in industry during and immediately 
following the first World War. During the war he rendered 
important service to the Government as state director of labor in 
connection with employment service, was state director for the 
United States Public Service Reserve for Wisconsin and was desig- 
nated by the war and navy departments as their representative in 
Wisconsin to supervise all labor contracts for war materials. He 
was likewise chairman of the State Advisory Board for War Labor; 
was a four-minute man during the entire war period and made 
speeches and aided in all the war drives. 

Doctor Hambrecht had become deeply interested in the rehabili- 
tation of cripples and workingmen and was instrumental in estab- 
lishing a handicap department in employment service for the place- 
ment of those unable to find suitable jobs. He assisted in a statewide 
campaign to provide better training for handicapped people so that 
they could avail themselves of the opportunity offered them through 
the state employment service, this being the first organized effort 
to rehabilitate industrial and civilian cripples in the United States. 
On his retirement from the Industrial Commission he was appointed, 
July 1, 1921, director of vocational education on the State Board of 
Vocational Education. In 1922 he had studied part-time schools and 
industrial conditions in England, France and Germany. His investi- 
gation and research into conditions with which he dealt in his 
official position made him an authority along that line and he enjoyed 
a national reputation in this respect., In 1929 he served as president 
of the National Association of State Directors of Vocational Educa- 
tion and he wrote many monographs on educational subjects, includ- 
ing “The Problem of Education” and ‘“Hobbies—The Use of Leisure 
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Time.” He contributed many most interesting and informative 
articles to magazines on industrial and economic problems. He was 
a lecturer and collector of Lincolniana and the owner of over six 
thousand volumes and pamphlets on Lincoln. He was elected a 
member of the Abraham Lincoln Association of Springfield, Ilinois; 
was vice president of the Lincoln Scholarship Fund of New York, 
serving from 1929 to the time of his death. He was also one of the 
organizers and the first president of the Lincoln Fellowship Society. 
He was appointed by the United States secretary of labor to member- 
ship in the National Advisory Council for United States Employment 
Service and served as chairman of the local NRA Complance Board. 

Governor Allred of Texas appointed Doctor Hambrecht an 
honorary Texas Ranger in 1986. He received the honorary Doctor 
of Science degree from Stout Institute on May 27, 1932, in which 
Clyde A. Bowman said, in presenting Mr. Hambrecht’s name, ‘In 
the long struggle for opportunity for the working boy and girl there 
has been need for vision and for action. With a clear insight and a 
spirit of service, George P. Hambrecht has gained national recogni- 
tion and respect as a pioneer in the establishment and development 
of educational opportunities for the working boys and girls. Because 
of his leadership in this movement George, P. Hambrecht has been 
requested to come here on the invitation of the committee on credits 
and degrees to receive from us of the Stout Institute our expression 
of esteem and such honor as we have in our power to bestow. .. 
Because of his contributions in the field of education in the past and 
his continuing contributions, this institution is proud to offer him 
recognition today.” . 

From 1910 Doctor Hambrecht was a member of the board of 
visitors of the University of Wisconsin and was chairman of the 
board in 1922-23. He was a life member of the American Vocational 
Association and filled the presidency in 1935-36. The teachers of 
adult vocational training of the state raised a fund for an oil painting 
of the Doctor, which they presented to Wisconsin. 

On the 4th of August, 1896, Doctor Hambrecht married Mrs. 
Kate Magee (Barrows) Brace, who was born in Watkins Glen, New 
York, and came to Wisconsin with her parents, Fred S. and Elizabeth 
(Williams) Barrows, her father entering the hardware business in 
Tomah. Mrs. Hambrecht died October 12, 1939. She had assisted 
her husband in his research work for his books and she was intensely 
interested in history and genealogy. She was also prominent in 
civic and religious work and held membership in the Episcopal 
church and in the Woman’s Club. She was a graduate of Cornell 
University and belonged to Kappa Alpha Theta sorority. She 
likewise had membership in John Bell Chapter, D.A.R., of Madison, 
through her descent from Lieutenant Lewis Welles, a Revolutionary 
officer of Kent, Connecticut, and was a member .of the National 
Society of the United States Daughters of 1812 through the same 
lineage. She belonged to the Hereditary Order of the Descendants 
of Colonial Governors Priors to 1750 through her ancestor, Governor 
Thomas Welles of Hartford, Connecticut; was a member of the 
National Society of Colonial Dames; a member of the National Society 
of Daughters of Barons of Runnymede, through descent from hobert 
Fitz Walter, marshal and spokesman for the barons there. Her 
membership connections also included the Society of Descendants of 
Knights of the Most Noble Order of the Garter, through Robert Fitz 
Walter and John De Grey, one of the companions and founders of 
that order. Mrs. Hambrecht likewise belonged to the Order of the 
Crown and was councillor for Wisconsin in 1934, tracing her ancestry 
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back to Charlemagne, Alfred the Great, Rollo the Dane and William 
the Conqueror. Mrs. Hambrecht by her former marriage had one 
daughter, Elizabeth K., now the wife of Mr. Peter W. Krier. 

Outside the many associations of Doctor Hambrecht previously 
mentioned he was well known in Masonic circles, having membership 
in Commonwealth Lodge No. 324, F. & A. M.; Madison Chapter No. 4, 
R.A.M.; Madison Council No. 3, R. & 8S. M.; Robert MacCoy Com- 
mandery No. 3, K.T.; Wisconsin Consistory, A.A.S.R.; and Zor 
Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S., of Madison, of which he was potentate in 
1935. Not only had Doctor Hambrecht advanced to an outstanding 
position in the educational circles of the nation but he had also 
builded constructively for the benefit of mankind, extending a helping 
‘ hand where aid was most needed and meeting every requirement 
of loyal and progressive citizenship. Actuated by high ideals, he 
rendered a service to his fellowmen that can scarcely be over- 
estimated. 


VERN F.. DALE, the owner of the Outers Laboratories of Onalaska, 
in which connection he is fast developing a substantial business, al- 
though now engaged one hundred per cent in war work, was born in 
La Crosse, Wisconsin, July 27, 1900, a son of Marshall and Charlotte 
(Williams) Dale, both of whom were born in this state. The father 
is still living but the mother has passed from this life. In their 
family, numbering seven children, Vern F. Dale is the eldest. He 
attended the public schools of his native city and his first position 
after starting out to provide for his own support was that of ma- 
chinist’s helper. He thus developed his natura] mechanical skill and 
ingenuity and in 1926 he opened a machine shop in Onalaska. In the 
same year he erected the building that now houses his factory, al- 
though additions have since been made to meet the requirements of 
his business. In 1934 he established his present business, which is 
the manufacture of lubricants and sporting goods, using the trade- 
marks “Gunslick” and “Reelslick” in placing his output on the mar- 
ket. He now has forty-six employes and as his ramifying trade rela- 
tions have reached out to various sections of the country he has estab- 
lished and maintains warehouses in San Francisco, California, and 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and he has a woodworking plant three 
miles north of Onalaska, where he employs eight people in making 
gun clean rods for the United States Navy. At the present time he 
is engaged one hundred per cent in war work and three times has won 
the Army and Navy pennant. His factory building is one hundred 
and fifty feet square and is well equipped with the latest improved 
machinery to facilitate his work. 

The firm owning the Outers Laboratories consists of Mr. Dale, 
his wife and Mrs. June Kratzer. Prior to the entrance of the United 
States into World War II their products consisted of all kinds of 
sporting equipment and was sold all over the United States and 
Mr. Dale plans for a still greater output after the war is ended. In 
addition to the Outers Laboratories, Mr. Dale heads the Olanaska 
Transfer Company, which owns three buses running between Ona- 
laska and La Crosse, having started that business in 1929. He cer- 
tainly has won the title of “a self-made man,” for he started out in 
the business world empty handed and by sheer industry, determina- 
tion and capability has worked his way upward to a most creditable 
and successful position in industrial and manufacturing circles of 
La Crosse County. 

Mr. Dale married Miss Merita Aldrich, of Onalaska, who is a 
partner of her husband in the ownership and conduct of the Outers 
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Laboratories. She is a graduate of Lawrence College of Appleton, 
Wisconsin, and is the chemist in,charge of their research laboratory 
and the chemical and mechanical department, her efforts being of 
much assistance in the conduct of the business. 


FRED L. LUECKER, one of the owners of the Luecker furniture store 
and undertaking business in Brillion, was here born, a son of Jacob 
and Minnie (Schroeder) Luecker and a grandson of George Luecker. 
The father was born in one of the Rhine cities of Germany and when 
thirteen years of age accompanied his parents on their immigration 
to the new world, the family home being established in Centerville, 
Manitowoc County, where George Luecker engaged in business as a 
cabinet maker, having learned the trade in his native land. 

In the year 1879 Jacob Luecker came to Brillion and for many 
years thereafter was a leading business man of the town. In 1885 
he and his brother George founded the Luecker furniture and under- 
taking business on the site where now stands the fine two-story brick 
building which houses the business. In time Fred L. Luecker 
purchased the interest of his uncle and joined his father in the conduct 
of the store and funeral home. Jacob Luecker deserved much credit 
for what he accomplished. Starting in the business world empty- 
handed, he worked his way steadily upward and as the result of his 
diligence and determination gained a most creditable and enviable 
position in the trade circles of his adopted city, and while he closely 
applied himself to the conduct of his commercial interests he yet found 
time for active and helpful participation in public affairs of the com- 
munity. He was one of the incorporators of the village of Brillion 
and served as village president, seeking at all times to further the 
public good. He also served on the school board and as a member 
of the volunteer fire department, and he was one of the organizers 
of the Evangelical Reformed Church, of which he remains a faithful 
member. His was a very busy and useful life until his retirement, 
and he fully earned and richly merited the rest which became his. 
His death occurred May 23, 1945. He married Minnie Schroeder 
and they became parents of four children, all of whom are yet living, 
as follows: Clara, who is the wife of Dr. J. H. Schmidt, of Milwaukee, 
and the mother of two children; Fred L., whose name introduces this 
record; Arthur, who is a dental surgeon practicing at Plymouth, 
Wisconsin; and Lydia, who is a teacher in the Milwaukee public 
schools. 

Fred L. Luecker has made his home in Brillion throughout his 
entire life, and that his record is a most commendable one is shown 
in, the fact that many of his stanchest friends are those who have 
known him from his boyhood days and are familiar with his entire 
life story. He attended school here and in 1919 he joined his father 
in the conduct of the furniture and undertaking business of which he 
is now the head. This is one of the oldest business houses of the 
village and the standards of business that have ever been maintained 
are of the highest. Fred L. Luecker studied in the Clark School of 
Embalming in Milwaukee and was licensed in 1903. The present 
building, owned and occupied by the company, is a very substantial 
structure on Main Street, of which two floors are occupied with an 
extensive and carefully selected stock of high grade furniture. The 
very modern buff brick funeral home is equipped in a most modern 
manner with all the latest facilities for carrying on the undertaking 


_ business. In all respects Fred L. Luecker follows in the footsteps of 


a worthy father and the name is synonymous with progressiveness 
and reliability in all business. affairs. 
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Like his father Mr. Luecker is also greatly interested in matters 
of public concern and is now serving on the school board. He is a 
member of the Lions Club and of the Chamber of Commerce and of 
the latter has served both as director and as president. He is a 
loyal and helpful member of the Evangelical Reformed church and is 
very active in every worthwhile project of a civic or moral nature. 

Fred L. Luecker married Ella Pickruhn of Brillion, a daughter of 
Herman and Louise Pickruhn. The one daughter of this marriage is 
Arlene, who was born January 24, 1910, and pursued her education 
in the Brillion schools until she completed the high school course, after 
which she was graduated from Lawrence College. She was married 
in 1939 to Charles H. Wileman, who is superintendent of schools at 
Brillion, and they have two children, Frederick Allen, born April 11, 
1941, and Rachel Marie, born November 19, 1944. 


CHARLES H. WILEMAN is the principal of the Brillion schools, a 
position he has occupied continuously since 1931, while previously 
during a three years’ period he had been a teacher here. Progressive- 
ness has characterized all his work and under his direction the schools 
have made a substantial advance. 

Mr. Wileman was born in Rock County, Wisconsin, February 19, 
1905, a son of Francis and Carrie (Klement) Wileman, the latter of 
German descent and the representative of a family that settled at 
Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin, many years ago. The father of Mr. Wile- 
man was of English birth, the son of Henry Wileman, who was born 
in England and came to the United States about 1883, establishing 
his home at Sumner, Jefferson County, Wisconsin, where he engaged 
in the occupation of farming, while his son Francis became, and still 
is, a salesman. The latter married Carrie Klement, and they have 
three children, of whom Charles H. is the eldest. The daughter Venice 
L. was educated in the State Teachers College at Whitewater and is 
now an instructor in the schools of Racine. The second daughter, 
Frances C., is a graduate of Mercy Hospital of Milwaukee and is 
now the wife of A. M. McArthur, of Janesville, Wisconsin. 

After attending high school at Milton, this state, Charles H. 
Wileman continued his education in Milton College, which conferred 
on him the Bachelor of Arts degree at his graduation in 1926. Nine 
years later the University of Wisconsin bestowed on him his Master’s 
degree. He began his educational work in Brillion in 1927, continuing 
as a teacher in the school here until 1930. Through the following 
scholastic year of 1930-31 he was school principal at Stockbridge, after 
which he returned to Brillion to become principal here. For more 
than twelve years he has continued in this position, and his capability 
is indicated in the excellent manner in which the schools are conducted, 
in the improvement of the curriculum and in the adoption of various 
measures that indicate his thorough understanding of modern educa- 
tional procedure. 

The Brillion high school was established in 1892, with a three . 
years’ course of study, which in 1904 was lengthened to four years 
and in the same year an addition of two rooms was made to the three 
that had existed from the beginning. The first school on the present 
site was a one-story brick building with six rooms on the ground floor 
and in 1888 a two-story four-room’brick building was erected, to which 
a rear wing was added in 1894, making it a six-room school. In 1907, 
to meet the requirements, a seven-room school building was erected 
at a cost of twenty thousand dollars and a few years later third story 
rooms were added and a commercial course was made a part of the 
high school curriculum. The school grounds were broadened by the 
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purchase of two and a fourth acres in the rear of the building, while a 
portion of the ground in front was seeded and landscaped and a cer- 
tain area was designated as a parking lot for student-driven cars. 
In 1938 the district authorized a $41,000 bond levy to supplement a 
grant of more than thirty-four thousand from the Public Works 
Administration, permitting the construction of the gymnasium- 
auditorium building, a modern home economics room, a large stage 
and other improvements that added to the value and convenience of 
the school plant, and additional classrooms were made available. 
Vocational agriculture was also added to the study course. 

Mr. Wileman has fostered and supported all the improvements 
made in the school property and its equipment, but most of all he has 
sought to improve the curriculum and the methods of instruction. He 
has the ability to inspire both teachers and pupils under him with 
much of his own zeal and interest in education. He belongs to the 
Wisconsin Education and National Education associations, is a 
member of Phi Delta Kappa arid is a Mason who has served as master 
of Brillion Lodge. He is likewise a past president of the Lions Club, 
and all matters of progressive citizenship receive his endorsement and 
cooperation. He is much interested in all youth activities and works 
toward the highest ideals of service that will qualify the young for 
life’s later duties and responsibilities. 

Mr. Wileman married, in 1939, Arlene Luecker, a daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Luecker. The son of this marriage is Frederick 
Allen Wileman, who was born April 11, 1941, and the daughter is 
Rachel Marie, born November 19, 1944. 


EDWARD EVERTS BROWNE, born February 16, 1868, died Novem- 
ber 23, 1945. Among the names of Wisconsin men noted for their 
achievements along legal, legislative and altruistic lines few stand 
more prominently than that of the subject of this sketch, Edward E. 
Browne. : 

On his mother’s side he was eleventh in descent from Governor 
William Bradford, 1620, of Mayflower fame. He was also eligible 
to membership in the Sons of the Revolution. His mother, Mary 
Parish, of Randolph, Vermont, born December 30, 1835, was edu- 
cated at Miss Willard’s School, of Troy, New York, and at Mt. Holyoke 
Seminary. She came west to establish a private school and teach in 
the fall of 1855. The following spring, March 4, 1856, she married 
Edward L. Browne, a young attorney. Bishop Kemper, first Episcopal 
missionary of the Northwest, performed the ceremony, and held the 
first Episcopal service ever held at Waupaca. 

Mr. Browne’s father, Edward L. Browne, born at Granville, New 
York, June 27, 1830, came west in 1845 to Granville, Milwaukee 
County, Wisconsin. He attended a private school in Milwaukee and 
in 1851 was admitted to the bar at Fond du Lac, later coming to 
Waupaca in 1852, where he opened a law office. 

E. L. Browne, as he was familiarly known, was noted as a trial 
lawyer of ability, whose law cases covered the counties of northern 
Wisconsin. He was twice elected to the State Senate, and was always 
interested in good government. He attended the meeting in Ripon, 
Wisconsin, when the Republican party was founded, and he heard 
Abraham Lincoln speak at one of his visits in Wisconsin. Mr. Browne 
Sr. continued in his profession from 1851 to 1894, when he retired. 
In Masonry he was a Knight Templar and was always a faithful and 
loyal supporter of the Episcopal church. Biloxi, Mississippi, was 
where the Brownes maintained a winter home. Mrs. Browne died in 
1920 and EK. L. Browne lived to the ripe old age of ninety-five, when 
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he passed to his reward in 1925. In the family of Edward L. and 
Mary Browne there were three sons and a daughter: Paul Browne, of 
Rhinelander, Wisconsin; Daniel, of Berkeley, California; Mrs. C. H. 
Truesdell, of Waupaca, Wisconsin; and Edward E. Browne, the sub- 
ject of this sketch. 

Edward E. Browne graduated from the University of Wisconsin 
in 1890, receiving the degree of Bachelor of Letters, and in 1892 
received his Bachelor of Laws degree. In the same year he became 
a member of his father’s law firm, which was then known as Browne 
& Browne. He was active and diligent in his profession and was noted 
for his integrity. Mr. Browne was elected district attorney for three 
terms, serving from 1900 to 1906, making an excellent record. In 
1906 he was elected to the Wisconsin State Senate from the twenty- 
third senatorial district, including Waupaca and Portage counties. 
He served there until he was elected to Congress in 19138, representing 
Marathon, Wood, Shawano, Waupaca, Portage and Waushara coun- 
. ties, the Eighth congressional district. ; 

While in the Wisconsin State Senate he drafted the first state aid 
law for public roads ever drawn, which was later copied in the House 
of Representatives. Mr. Browne drew up the resolution amending 
the State Constitution to aid rural districts in building roads. He 
has frequently been called the Father of Good Roads. He also drew up 
the first Wisconsin public park law, providing for the setting aside 
of areas of scenic beauty for state use and recreational purpose. These 
beautiful parks have made Wisconsin justly famous. Mr. Browne was 
appointed to the first Wisconsin State Park board. 

While in the State Senate he was a leader in drafting and obtain- 
ing the passage of the Workmen’s Compensation bill, laws to protect 
women and children in industry, and the Vocational’ Educational bill, 
and proper taxation of insurance companies. He also sponsored the 
appropriation bills for Wisconsin University, in which he was always 
intensely interested. 

Mr. Browne was electcd as a Progressive Republican to the United 
States House of Representatives for nine successive terms, serving 
from 1913 to 1931. During his first term in Washington, Mr. Browne 
was appointed by Speaker Champ Clark to the newly organized roads 
committee, and drew the first U.S. highway aid bill for public roads, 
which was patterned after the Wisconsin law. 

During his tenure in Congress he worked tirelessly and aggres- 
sively in support of farm bills and for the protection of the dairy 
interests, in which Wisconsin is so vitally interested. He fought 
valiantly in defense of liberal and progressive principles and the 
rights and interests of the common man. He studied closely vital 
legislative problems affecting the welfare of the nation, and his aid 
and, influence were always given on the side of advancement, reform 
and improvement. During his service as a member of the House he 
was appointed to the committee of national roads, the labor commit- 
tee, the civil service committee, and for ten years he was a member 
of the important foreign affairs committee. 

Always interested in education, he was appointed a member of the 
board of regents of the University of Wisconsin, where he served 
from 1905 to 1907. From 1937 to 1941 he served on the State Con- 
servation Commission, helping to preserve our forests, and was in- 
terested in reforestation and the propagation of game and fish, also 
in setting aside places of scenic beauty as parks to enjoy and find 
recreation. 

In a testimonial which was sent to his family after his death from 
the Conservation Commission it said: ‘““He brought to the delibera- 
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tions of the committee a tolerant and judicious point of view and a 
sincere and experienced opinion.” 

At the time of his death Mr. Browne was a curator of the State 
Historical Society. He was a member of the Wisconsin State and 
American Bar associations, and was a past president of the Seventh 
judicial circuit of Wisconsin for 1936-1937. As a member of the 
Episcopal church of Waupaca he had served as senior warden for over’ 
twenty-five years. Mr. Browne was a thirty-second degree Mason of 
the Scottish Rite in Milwaukee, and a member of the Crusade Com- 
mandery of Stevens Point, Wisconsin. He belonged to the Tripoli 
Shrine of Milwaukee and to the Eastern Star. He was also a member 
of the English Speaking Union, the Wisconsin Alumni Association, 
the Mayflower Society and the University of clubs at Madison, Wiscon- 
sin, and Winter Park, Florida. 

Mr. Browne was married to Rose C. Cleveland, September 14, 1893, 
at Granville, Wisconsin, and this fall the couple celebrated their 
fifty-second wedding anniversary. Besides his widow he is survived 
by four children: Katherine, a graduate of Wisconsin University, 
1918, B.S., married to William J. Camlin, of Newark, Ohio. They 
have three daughters, Katherine, Jane and Elizabeth. Helen, a 
graduate of Wisconsin University, 1919, Ph.B., married Dr. Marcus 
Hobart, of Evanston, Illinois. Their son, Robert, twenty-three years 
of age, the only grandson, was drowned June 29, 1945. ‘T’'wo daugh- 
ters are Emily and Josephine. Edward L. Browne Jr., of Arlington, 
Virginia, and Fort Lauderdale, Florida, graduated from Maryland 
University, receiving the degrees of B.S. and M.S. He is connected 
with the Federal Bureau of Public Roads, and is interested in the 
Fort Lauderdale Travel Bureau, Florida. He married Marion Ponton. 
Tom A. Browne graduated from the University of Maryland in 1926, 
receiving the degree of B.A. He was class valedictorian. He received 
the degrees of Bachelor of Laws and Master of Laws from the Na- 
tional University of Laws, Washington, D. C. He is married to 
Catherine Smudde, and is practicing law at the old law office of his 
grandfather and father. 


KEMPER SLIDELL, president of the Research Products Corporation, 
has been identified with this line of business in Madison since 1920 
and has brought to light many valuable facts relative to scientific 
investigation and its discoveries. His preliminary training and his 
later practical experience prepared him for his responsibilities when 
he was called to the presidency of this company, and his labors have 
been far-reaching and resultant as the outcome of marked initiative. 

Mr. Slidell was born in Janesville, Wisconsin, June 21, 1887, a 
son of the Rev. James and Sarah Poyntelle (Kemper) Slidell. His 
grandparents on the paternal side were James and Janet (Bruce) 
Slidell, the latter of Scotch descent. The Rev. James Slidell was born 
in England and came to the United States when twenty-one years 
of age. Becoming an Episcopal clergyman, he devoted many years 
to the work of the ministry, retiring therefrom at the age of 
seventy-two, after which he maintained his home in Whitewater, 
Wisconsin, until his death, which occurred when he had reached the 
advanced age of ninety-one years. He had served as rector of 
Episcopal parishes in Hudson, Janesville, Milwaukee and White- 
water, Wisconsin, and had contributed much to the upbuilding of 
his denomination. His wife was a granddaughter of the late Bishop 
Jackson Kemper, the first bishop of the northwest province of the 
Episcopal church. He organized Nashota mission and the Seminary 
there and was responsible for starting Kemper Hall at Kenosha, 
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Wisconsin. At her death on August 29, 1940, Mrs. Slidell was 
survived by her husband, a daughter, Mrs. Alfred Fricker, of White- 
water, and a son, Kemper Slidell. 

Although born in Janesville, Kemper Slidell spent his youth in 
Milwaukee, where his father was rector of St. John’s Episcopal 
Church. After graduating from the South Division high school he 
attended the University of Wisconsin and while there affiliated with 
Beta Theta Pi fraternity. After completing a course in civil and 
general engineering he was graduated with the degree of Bachelor 
of Science in the class of 1910, after which he spent three and a half 
years with the Chain Belt Company of Milwaukee and a year and 
a half in Philadelphia with the Robert Sateman Company, the 
‘eastern representative of the Chain Belt Company. In 1915 he was 
married and went to Kansas City, Missouri, where he was district 
manager for the Anglo American Mill of Owensboro, Kentucky. 
In 1920 he returned to Madison and organized the Four Lakes 
Manufacturing Company. On selling his interest to his brother-in- 
law he became associated with the C. F. Burgess Laboratories in 
1924 and was given charge of their acoustics department. In 1938, 
in association with Howard Weiss, Max Kliefoth, Bertha Weisman, 
Milton Shoemaker and a small group of stockholders, he organized 
the Research Products Corporation, which bought the water-treating, 
expanded fiber and some other departments from the C. F. burgess 
Laboratories and also acquired the Laboratory building at 1011-1015 
East Washington Avenue from the same company, while the plant 
at 1011-1015 East Main Street was purchased from the Burgess 
Battery Company. Mr. Weiss became the president and Mr. Slidell 
the vice president of the new company and on the death of Mr. 
Weiss, July 7, 1940, Mr. Slidell succeeded to the presidency and 
Ben S. Reynolds, who joined the company in 1939, was made vice 
president. The company manufactures chemical products used to 
condition water, for softening the water and removing alkalinity 
therefrom and also removing iron. They also manufacture silica 
gel used in dehydrating packages. When the need for that product 
became urgent for the preservation of metals to be shipped overseas 
to the army, the company installed a plant for its manufacture and 
it has been operated at full capacity for twenty-four hours per day. 
During the war the water treating department has been operated at 
top capacity and the filter department was limited only by the 
availability of critical materials. During the war Max Kliefoth, the 
treasurer, did important work in the office of strategic service 
overseas. 

The company also manufactures expanded fibre products, the 
principal one being a fibre product for filtering air in warm and 
cool air conditioning equipment. Research work is being done in 
improving its present products and developing entirely new products 
which will be manufactured in the company’s plants at 1011-1015 
East Washington Avenue and at 1011-1015 East Main Street. 

Mr. Slidell married Josephine Viles, of Chippewa Falls, Wis- 
consin, who was graduated from the University of Wisconsin in 
1912 and is a member of Pi Beta Phi. They have two children. 
Kemper Jr., born October 9, 1917, was graduated from St. John’s 
Military Academy and after doing some post-graduate work there 
he studied for a year at the University of Wisconsin. Enlisting in 
the air corps in 1940, he was soon made technical sergeant and 
assistant senior instructor at Chanute Field, Illinois, while later 
he was transferred to Seymour Johnson Field at Goldsboro, North 
Carolina. In January, 1944, he left for England as flight engineer, 
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but because he was rated an expert in six lines he.was transferred to 
the ground crew. After VE day it was learned that on his “days 
off’ he flew nineteen missions in a B-17 over Germany. His group 
broke all records for the year 1944 and January, February, March 
and April of 1945 for getting engines back in service. The daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Slidell is Patricia, born August 38, 1920. She 
attended the Wisconsin high school in Madison and was graduated 
from the University of Wisconsin with honors in 1942, after majoring 
in art. On August 8, 1942, she became the wife of Harold F. 
Deutsch, who earned the degrees of Bachelor of Science and Doctor 
of Philosophy. Working for the navy program at the University 
of Wisconsin, he has made important discoveries in blood plasma and 
in isolating new proteins. He is a member of the Wisconsin Academy 
of Arts, Letters and Sciences and belongs to Alpha Chi Sigma, Phi 
Sigma, Sigma Xi and Phi Lambda Upsilon fraternities, while Mrs. 
Deutsch is a member of Pi Beta Phi. Mrs. Slidell belongs to the 
Civic Club and also to the Attic Angels, an organization doing 
charity work. Mr. Slidell has membership in the Wisconsin Academy 
of Arts, Letters and Sciences, the Madison Club and the Masonic 
lodge and is a communicant of Grace Episcopal Church. He enjoys 
hunting and fishing and has a cabin in the north woods, to which he 
goes when he wishes to indulge in those sports. Since travel has 
been prohibitive during the war period he spends his short vacations 
at Blue Lake, near Minocqua. Mrs. Slidell’s activities include a 
day’s service each week at the Madison General Hospital, and the 
Attic Angels, to which she belongs, sponsors the Visiting Nurses 
program. Giving up golf for the war period, she donated at least 
two thousand hours to the ration board to assist in speeding up the 
work as much as possible and for five months she worked in that 
connection, or until the need for workers became less urgent. 

The foregoing record shows that Mr. Slidell’s interests and 
activities are broad and varied and he is actuated by a progressive 
spirit that is always manifest along constructive lines. His business 
record has been cne of steady advancement, his efforts crowned with 
successful and beneficial achievement, and he has largely been 
instrumental in placing the company which he now heads among the 
leaders in this line in the Middle West. 


HELEN MAE HOEFT is a lady of pronounced business and executive 
ability as well as of marked artistic talent, and today is the owner 
of Ray’s Photo Service of La Crosse, where she has built up an 
extensive business. Born in La Crosse, on the 15th of May, 1894, she 
is a daughter of Herman W. and Dora (Dreyer) Hoeft, both of whom 
are now deceased. The father, who was born in Germany and was a 
son of William Hoeft, on crossing the Atlantic became one of the early 
settlers of Watertown, Wisconsin, but later removed to La Crosse, 
where he spent the greater part of his life. He was a violinist of 
note and was the musical director of the La Crosse Band. He died 
many years ago but his wife long survived, passing away on the 4th 
of March, 1944. In their family were eight children, three of whom 
are now deceased. 

Helen Mae Hoeft, who is the sixth in order of birth in that family, 
attended the grade schools of La Crosse but early became ambitious 
to earn her own living and started out in the business world by secur- 
ing a clerkship in a store. She was only sixteen years of age when 
she took up photographic work, and her record has been of steady 
progression and improvement since that time. On the 1st of March, 
1920, in association with M. EK. Reynolds, she established the Para- 


ee . | . ® ho iG > sh 


i 
é ye . id xy oy 


4h hecsnbenas} any a Ald ak fyeqas we bode enw od setiasod ded 
eyed” girl no dol? betel aew Hi wb BY iItA wer ond 
ger ail .yasmi) seo TE-t « ni enolazim neefeatt wolt od “To 
si eserted piensa han BRCL she's od) tot eirtoo9t He oplord | 
wtdyiiab ofl .golyior ai goniyas yaijey wr bel to liqA bas | 
of2 080! § JeoguA aod atrita'l 4] Mobila 21M baa aM Yo 
betanhasy asw bax noaihsaa sit foory2 Ani uiatooei WT edt bebnodts 
unisoten volts Sb@l ai eraqad Wiw diecooei WW Yo Wiersviall edt mort 
A Iduwish Yo stiw off ommoal ode Sel 8 tasguA a0 Jta ai 
einoG baw s.0a198% Wo *toledoall Yo ao1gsh ac) bomias ow .doatued 
tasovia!) ol} ja auitrgong YYne ot) to? gublioW edqosolid to 
buns emasia lwold al aoiievonerb Imemonnt sbent aad od nlenooniW to 
vnebask cienusei HW ond to uddinom ¢ ci oH ents Nour won yaiintosi ii 
idl urgleé if adalA of eguvled bie voonsio2 hoe 2193191 eA Yo 
2M ofidw sailinvetest molagl ath lata iit baa LZ sergics sarmgi2 
sii} 03 euctol “i fiebl® walt fA"! ato (9 to tedmem « ai dopuodl 
unioh anitasinagr na iggGA ailiA afl of calx bie devfD sivid 
yaobeost sienoontW off ni ghleiscnien end lisbilé «aM show ytd 
giidaoW, of) bax dv) notthyW af! «sonsind bag etelisd eitA to 
eyoine oll .fomd Isqobeieght sout)) 16 haasinuenods * 4 ban sybol 
oi doidw o) ~beow disen oa) ai oiiad 5 and bare yoidell bite gaiiaud 
aan fovest soni «l4oge oectlt ai oglubait oJ eereiw od aodw es0g 
anolleosy trode ald ahasaa od bormeg aew oft gniswh svilididosq nosd 
g ebuloni. asitiviies atabiA wit | .avpooniM ufen silat ould te 
od3 bee lctiqeatl lnvenet) deaiiisi< off ta Aoow thoes ooivibe a'yabd 
asaruA quidlel¥ ed? etoamega aonoled ade doidw of ,alogtA SISA 
asl ta bolenub ota Fholtag iaw od! tot Voy ay univid .omatgosg 7 
of! yu yoibeege si Isiean OF bared avites odd of etuod betsawodd ow) 
jadi mi bedsiow ote atleom avil 1? bus sidiesoy es dovat an how 
ueyty eee] soteusd evodiow 107? been orld fiteu to wolisenmes 7 
bat alasiwedra sisbhe AM tad? avode bi0se1 nniogsio? sdT 7 
yviememond « ¥d botauss: ef oni burn bolisvy bak baord etm esidiviioa 
peonieod sifl .aveil ¥itopwiniios puotn Jestionm eqewts et Jad? diniga 
ijiw bouwew ettolie eit ddemaniavian yhaste To ono med 
aod yUseygial ead vi bas newsveitton laistened baa Inteesoowe 
o3 unomue elec won oil doidyy gisqeaps orft uatoelq i fatnormoiient 
Jeo sibbiMt ond it suif ebay af — 


ovUuesxs bes seeniand besawenota lo ybals ci Tia0H aaM va |. 
axirwo 9d3 ei “abu bas Jireie! oWeltia bediam Yo ee iow es iilida 
na qu tind enil ope ovariw weno) tal to sxiv16@ clot eyed lo ‘ : 
ote 2281 4a Yo de0L colt no senrtD at ai nicl veeontend svicohKe he 
inody to diod dtouli-( sage ty sot! bow .W aucrtol Io 19ttguab & ei - 
wen bas yoemed- nl wed cay ony (totter adT beendoub a a, 
vireo od? Yo sav oorinced Sgn A adi yuineotd mo AY90H canal We ) 

gex0T) mi of bevanst tah $d atanooetW ,nwolwieW tah 
to 0 seisiloly senw oH til sid io Sung 19% i 
db otf? nO Vawe yoieeaq 


boih.oH .boed seeot) ad od) to 10! ' 
rata 
monw to aerd} corhltrs. . | tia 
iin? dedi ai diuid to s3hao at ‘f " 
guoitidirs sineosd vines dud» 
“908 4d bivow geoniavd odd al. 
now yo to rye Moptnie ° 
ybause . Ru. 
ulouald Yo. soem | 


~wr164 vf baleildalae ode 


- -. 


Kah ane ‘ 


ia, 


676 WISCONSIN 


mount Photo Shop, which they conducted until May 22, 1940, when 
Miss Hoeft purchased her partner’s interest in the business and has 
since been sole owner. She started the original photo-finish mail order 
business in her own state, a distinction of which she may well be 
proud, for this has developed into one of the important commercial 
interests of the country, and today La Crosse is the largest photo 
finishing center in the United States. 

In 1940 Miss Hoeft changed the name of her business to Ray’s 
Photo Service, a name that is now nationally known, for her work 
is sent not only to all parts of this country, but also to Canada and 
Alaska. She employed one hundred and forty people up to 1943, when 
the scarcity of film curtailed her work to some degree and she now 
employs sixty, including her brothers, Clarence and Arthur Hoeft. 
She has the unique distinction of having learned the work from a deaf 
mute and first had to familiarize herself with the sign language 
before she could receive instruction from him. By close attention 
and unfaltering industry, together with an artistic appreciation of 
her work, which she loves, she has steadily advanced until she now 
owns a lucrative business which was steadily developing until the war 
needs restricted her efforts. She is conversant with every phase of 
the work and on four different occasions she has won the academy 
award for outstanding artistry, enlargements and other features of 
the work at the National Finishers meetings. She utilizes the’ first 
floor of the building at 225 Main Street for office and store purposes 
and the second floor from 221 to 225 Main Street for finishing and 
other branches of the work. In addition to photo finishing she sells 
cameras and films and keeps abreast of the times in every department 
of her work, having membership in and attending all the meetings 
of the Master Photo Finishers. Her work includes photo developing 
and photography, as well as the direct mail order business, and she 
is today recognized as a leader in her chosen field. She belongs to 
the local Chamber of Commerce and is regarded as one of the leading 
representatives of the business interests of her native city. 


GILBERT A. WELLS is the superintendent and manager of the Bor- 
den plant at New London, and business efficiency and thorough under- 
standing of the work in all its varied phases have been the basis of 
his long retention in this position. A native of Monmouth, Illinois, 
he was born in 1892, a son of Franklyn I. and Cora (Lovelle) Wells. 
He pursued his early education in the public schools of his native 
town, after which he attended Monmouth College and the University 
of Chicago and then took a special course in the Ilinois Polytechnic 
Institute of Peoria, Illinois. 

Mr. Wells made his initial step in the business world in the line 
of business in which he is still engaged, entering the employ of the 
Carnation Milk Company at Richland Center, Wisconsin. He was 
transferred to their Oconomowoc plant and remained with the com- 
pany for six years, gaining broad and valuable experience that well 
qualified him for his later duties and responsibilities when, in 1929, 
he joined the Borden organization, later being made superintendent 
of their plant in New London, which manufactures evaporated milk 
and evaporated milk tin can containers. The plant was purchased 
from the National Condensed Milk Company, together with a feeder 
plant located at Manawa, Wisconsin, thirteen miles from New London, 
in the early part of 1916, the Borden Company taking possession on 
the lst of May. It had originally been a wagon factory, but was 
acquired and converted into the uses of evaporated milk manufacture. 
The area in this locality being very fertile and a good grass territory, a 
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large volume of milk is produced therefrom. This gave the company 
the opportunity for profitable expansion and two feeder plants were 
added in 1917, one being located in Greenville and the other at Black 
Creek, Wisconsin, each being situated approximately fifteen miles 
from New London. 

At the time these feeder plants were being operated the milk was 
transferred to the main plant by horse drawn equipment or refriger- 
ated rail cars in ten gallon milk cans. A drayman with a team of 
horses was employed full time transporting the milk from the railroad 
station to the main plant and returning empty cans to the rail cars. 
The Green Bay & Western Railroad Company served the Manawa 
feeder and the Chicago & North Western Railroad served the Green- 
ville feeder. The Borden Company has made three additions to the 
main plant, as well as an additional can manufacturing line. Soon 
after truck and automobiles solved the transportation problem two 
of the feeder plants, those at Greenville and Manawa, were closed 
during the year 1933, but Black Creek station is still being operated. . 

The New London plant at the present time is producing evaporated 
milk, a large portion of which is being supplied to the armed forces, 
and is likewise manufacturing evaporated milk cans, which are being 
used by the New London and other plants of the Borden Company. 
The New London plant has a daily capacity of from 400,000 to 450,000 
pounds of milk per day and is giving employment to 125 people. This 
plant offers the milk producers in this area a steady uniform market 
for their product at a price competitive with other high class manu- 
facturing markets from which a finished product is manufactured 
and furnished the consuming public. The storage factory facilities at 
New London are of considerable size, and the can manufacturing 
section is extensive and is supplied with the most modern equipment. 
All this is under the direct supervision of Mr. Wells, who has now been 
in charge for about seventeen years and who thoroughly understands 
every phase of the business, so that he wisely directs activities here 
and substantial profits accrue. 

Mr. Wells married Nellie Churchill, and they became the parents 
of three daughters and a son. Harry, the eldest of the children, 
spent three years as a student of chemistry in the University of Wis- 
consin and then entered the University of Oregon, where he specialized 
in food technology and was employed by the United States Department 
of Agriculture for one year before entering the Army. He is now sta- 
tioned at Marseille, France, having been in France since September, 
1944. The daughters are Ruth, now the wife of Emory Danke; Betty, 
who died in February, 1944, was the wife of Albert Lamb; and Bar- 
bara, sixteen years of age, who is now a high school student. Mr. 
Wells’ second marriage was with Melba Saunders, of California, in 
1944. Mr. Wells is a member of the Lions Club and of the Methodist 
church, and he manifests an active interest in all those forces and 
plans which are instituted for the public good along those lines which 
lead to material, civic and moral progress. 


Dr. AGNAR T. SMEDAL, who has his office at 109 East Main Street 
in Stoughton, in which city he has practiced for more than a decade, 
was born in McFarland, Wisconsin, on the 19th of April, 1903, and 
traces his ancestral line back to Norway, where resided his grand- 
parents, Asslak and Grunhild Smedal. The former followed both 
school teaching and farming, and both he and his wife spent their 
entire lives in the land of the fjords. Their son Harold Smedal, 
born in Norway, sought the opportunities offered in America and, 
making his way to Wisconsin, established his home in Dane County, 
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where he engaged in merchandising and also followed agricultural 
pursuits. He was likewise active in the public affairs of this section 
of the state, and at one time served as sheriff of Dane County. He 
married Aasne Evans, also a native of Norway and a daughter of 
Evan and Margit (Sandvichi) Evans, who also were agriculturists. 
Coming to the United States in 1876, they settled in Dane County 
and were among the substantial farm people of their community. 

After pursuing the work of the grades in the schools of McFarland 
and of Blair, Wisconsin, Doctor Smedal attended the Central high 
school of Madison. He was already considering the future as to a 
choice of a life work and believing that he would find the practice 
- of medicine a congenial occupation, he pursued a pre-medical course 
in the University of Wisconsin. He next enrolled as a student in 
Rush Medical College at Chicago, where he won his professional 
degree as a member of the class of 1928. Going to the western 
coast, he served as interne in the Los Angeles County Hospital for 
a year and a half and was then resident physician in that institution 
for an equal period. Returning to Wisconsin in 19382, he opened an 
office in Stoughton, where he continued in practice until entering 
the army for service in World War II. After forty months’ service 
in the army as surgeon with the One Hundred Sixty-Eighth F. A. 
Group he recently returned to private practice. He saw service in 
Australia and the isles of the south west Pacific. 

Doctor Smedal has always practiced his profession independent 
of partnership relations. He is careful and conscientious in his 
study of every case to which he is called and he is able to utilize the 
latest approved methods in his work, for at all times he keeps in 
touch with the scientific researches and discoveries which are being 
brought to light. He belongs to the Dane County Medical Society, 
the Wisconsin State Medical Association and the American Medical 
Association, and his college fraternity is Phi Beta Pi. 

Doctor Smedal is a director of the Federal Home & Loan Associ- 
ation of Stoughton and was treasurer of the school board. He 
belongs to the Rotary Club, of which he has served as president for 
seven years, and he has membership in the Lutheran church, his 
interests at all times centering in those organizations and projects 
which look to the betterment of the community and its substantial 
upbuilding. 

In 1924 Doctor Smedal was married to Miss Edith Oldenburg, of 
Madison, a daughter of Charles and Emma (Showers) Oldenburg. 
The three children born to the Doctor and his wife are: Greggar, 
who was born in 1929; David, whose natal year is 1932; and Margit, 
born in 1937. 


ALBERT GAUGER is the owner and publisher of the Arcadia News- 
Leader, a weekly paper with which he has been associated since 1939. 
His whole life, however, has been devoted to the newspaper. business, 
so that to his work there he brought the broad experience gained in 
previous years. Mr. Gauger is a native of Marshfield, Wisconsin, 
born December 9, 1899, a son of Ernest and Anna (Popp) Gauger 
and a grandson of Henry Gauger, Who was a farmer of this state and 
a Civil War veteran. Ernest Gauger was born in Wisconsin and fol- 
lowed both farming and lumbering. His wife was a native of Ger- 
many but was brought to the United States when fourteen years of 
age, the Popp family settling in the Marshfield area, where they too 
became identified with agricultural pursuits. 

Albert Gauger, who was the fourth in his parents’ family of six 
children, attended the Marshfield schools until he had passed through 
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the grades to the high school and after completing his education 
turned to newspaper work, in which he has always continued. He 
was first employed on the old Marshfield Democrat, there learning the 
printer’s trade and remaining with that paper for three years. He 
then joined the Marshfield Times, with which he also continued for 
three years, and after the expiration of that period he was associated 
with the Herald of Marshfield for a brief time. He then went to 
Greenwood, Wisconsin, where he purchased a half interest in the 
Greenwood Gleaner, which he continued to publish for several years. 

It was during that period that he married Elsie Andrews, and 
from that time she has not only managed his household but has also 
been his business partner, aiding him in all his subsequent newspaper 
work. Leaving Wisconsin, they moved to Washington County, Kan- 
sas, where Mr. Gauger purchased the Linn Digest, a weekly paper, 
which he published for two years and then sold. Going to Cuba, 
Kansas, he established the Cuba Tribune, which he owned and pub- 
lished for ten years, after which he returned to Marshfield, Wisconsin, 
where he bought an interest in the Jowrnal, a weekly newspaper. 

A little later, however, Mr. Gauger came to Arcadia, where he 
established the Arcadia News June 8, 1939, and in November of that 
year he purchased the Arcadia Leader and combined the two into the 
News-Leader. The Leader came into existence about 1872. ‘Twenty 
years later, in 1892, it was being published by John G,. Faulds and 
Allan G. Cowie. It had previously been a Republican paper, but 
when they took charge they made it a strongly Democratic sheet. 
They continued its publication for several years, after which it 
changed hands several times before it passed into the possession of 
Mr. Gauger, who has now been the owner and publisher for six years. 
It is an eight-page paper, published weekly and devoted to the dis- 
semination of local and general news, which it presents in a most 
interesting manner. The subscription list now numbers eighteen 
hundred, there is a good advertising patronage, and the office is 
supplied with all modern equipment found in the up-to-date newspaper 
plants of the present day. Mrs. Gauger still continues to assist her 
husband and can take care of any or all of the details connected with 
newspaper publication. 

The three children of Mr. and Mrs. Gauger are Robert, Virginia 
and Betty. The son, born July 18, 1921, attended high school and 
was afterward associated with his father in newspaper work for a 
year. He was recently discharged from the army air forces, where 
he served as captain and B-29 commander with the First Photo Re- 
connaissance Group. After completing his education he plans to join 
his father in the News-Leader office. Virginia, born March 15, 1924, 
attended high school and majored in music at the Milwaukee State 
Teachers College before becoming the wife of Owen Boss, of Chicago. 
Betty, born December 12, 1925, is a junior in the School of Commerce, 
University of Wisconsin. 


HARRY H. CURTIS, a resourceful business man and strong execu- 
tive, was born in Fort Atkinson and here resided to the time of his 
demise in 1938. His entire career reflected credit and honor upon 
his native city and state, for not only in business but in every 
relation of life he measured up to the highest standards of manhood 
and citizenship and his record should prove a source of inspiration 
and encouragement to those who follow after him. Born on the 
11th of September, 1866, he was a son of D. W. and Jane (Howard) 
Curtis. His father, who was born at Tunbridge, Vermont, estab- 
lished his home in Jefferson County, Wisconsin, at an early day and 
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was one of the partners and promoters of the business which under 
the name of the Creamery Package Company has become one of the 
leading productive industries of the Middle West. Few men have 
contributed so largely to the manufacturing development of Jefferson 
County, where he remained in successful control of the business 
for many years. He died in April, 1897, while his wife was called 
from this life in August, 1915. 

After completing a course in the Fort Atkinson high school 
Harry H. Curtis joined the business enterprise which had been 
established by his father and O. 8. Cornish under the partnership 
name of Curtis & Cornish, while about ten years later they were 
joined by W. 8S. Green of Milford. They began the manufacture of 
rectangular churns, which were the first made without inside fixtures, 
this being a revolutionary idea, for previously there had always 
been inside apparatus to “churn” the butter. Advertised as “the 
churn used in the best creameries,” the Curtis revolving box churn 
was awarded many gold medals, including the highest award of the 
Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1893. The churn had been 
invented by a Mr. Whipple and the patent was purchased by Curtis 
& Cornish, who at the time when they began its manufacture 
employed only three men. After placing the business on a substantial 
basis the firm extended the scope of their enterprise to include a 
patented butter worker and later a full line of cheese making and 
ice cream manufacturing machinery. All during the early years 
of his connection with the enterprise H. H. Curtis closely applied 
himself to gaining a thorough knowledge of the business in principle 
and detail, and as his own powers developed he was accorded more 
and more responsibility in connection with the growth and conduct of 
the enterprise, which grew to mammoth proportions. Something 
of the steady improvement of the plant is indicated in the fact that 
while the factory now covers an entire block, the company originally 
occupied a building only fifteen by thirty feet, and in 1879 they were 
employing only ten men. The plant was later a three story building 
of mill construction, equipped throughout with sprinkler system and 
all modern machinery needed in their line, and giving employment 
to more than four hundred, mostly skilled workers. The founders 
of the business passed away many years ago and the management was 
taken over by the sons, who in 1898 consolidated the interests of the 
Cornish, Curtis & Greene Manufacturing Company and its subsidiary, 
the Cornish, Curtis & Greene Company of St. Paul, Minnesota, with 
the Creamery Package Manufacturing Company, which had its 
general offices in Chicago. Since then various additions have been 
made to the plant. In 1919 a five story section of reinforced concrete 
was added to accommodate the machine shop, assembly and office and 
in 1931 a further addition was made to better accommodate the grow- 
ing tank shop and welding departments. The progressive spirit and 
sound business judgment of H. H. Curtis were back of all these 
improvements, and the Fort Atkinson plant is an important factor 
in the success of the Creamery Package Manufacturing Company, 
which makes everything known to the creamery trade. 

Recognition of Mr. Curtis’ superior business qualification came 
September 20, 1911, when he was installed as vice president of the 
Creamery Package Manufacturing Company, in which capacity he 
served forty-three years, and on the 15th of October, 1913, he was 
called to the presidency, remaining in that office of administrative 
direction until January 21, 1920. At the same time he was the 
directing head of the Fort Atkinson plant and in 1930 he was again 
called to the vice presidency of the Creamery Package Manufacturing 
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Company, so continuing until his demise. The value of his coopera- 
tion can scarcely be overestimated. He seemed almost intuitively to 
recognize the value of a situation or opportunity, and he worked 
along developing lines that brought results of magnitude and impor- 
tance. In addition to his intense business activity Mr. Curtis found 
time to serve Fort Atkinson as its mayor for one term and he had 
membership with the Knights of Pythias and was a Consistory 
Mason. 
In March, 1899, Mr. Curtis was united in marriage to Miss Mary 
L. Wolf, of Fort Atkinson, a daughter of John and Sophia (Butz) 
Wolf. Her father early learned the blacksmith’s trade but later 
engaged in various lines of business. Mr. and Mrs. Curtis became 
the parents of two daughters, of whom Lucile is now the wife of 
Clifford Dexheimer, of Fort Atkinson, and they reside at “Kdge- 
water,” one of the farms which-her father began to develop just at the 
edge of the town. Mr. Dexheimer is a graduate of Beloit College and 
also attended Lawrence College and he is now utilizing Edgewater as 
a dairy farm, supplied with blooded stock. To him and his wife have 
been born two children, Mary Louise, attending MacMurray College, 
Jacksonville, HJinois, and Anna Belle. The other daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Curtis, Jane C., died in 1941. She had a most interesting 
hobby, that of collecting dolls, beginning this in 1925. One room of 
the home now houses the collection, which was acquired with infinite 
care and thought, some of the dolls being real museum pieces, having 
been secured from all over the world. Mrs. Curtis is a lady of most 
gracious and charming manner, presiding over her beautiful home in 
a way to make its hospitality celebrated, and she and her daughter 
and also her two granddaughters are consistent members of the 
Christian Science church. She and her husband had many interests 
in common, so that theirs was largely an ideal companionship, Mr. 
Curtis having been a devoted husband and father and also a loyal 
friend to his associates. His sterling traits of character were many, 
so that his memory is cherished by all who knew him while he was 
still an active factor in the business and social life of his native city. 


New LONDON PuBLIC LIBRARY. The year 1895 chronicled the 
initial steps.being made toward the founding of a public library in 
New London, the moving spirit in the undertaking being J. C. I’ree- 
hoff, then principal of the high school, who fully realized the value 
of such an enterprise and donated two hundred volumes from his own 
private library and gave two hundred dollars toward the project. He 
also solicited subscriptions in small amounts and when a sufficient 
sum had been secured the library was opened with one thousand and 
thirty-one volumes on its shelves. Dedication ceremonies were held 
in the city park on July 4, 1895, on which occasion a gold watch was 
presented to Mr. Freehoff in recognition of what he had done for the 
enterprise. Two days before the Library Association of New London 
was organized and the library had thus become.a concrete thing in 
the life of the community, although some years of struggle lay 
before it. 

The books were first kept in the newspaper office of The Press 
and next were removed to the upper room of the Bank of New London 
building. Later the library was housed in the Strickland jewelry 
store, where, after the resignation of C. F. Carr as librarian, various 
people filled that position, donating their services. In 1896 a fund 
was raised by subscription to pay a regular librarian and Mrs. Edna 
Jost was selected to serve in that capacity, so continuing until 1898, 
when she was succeeded by Maud Archibald. 
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In April, 1900, the library was turned over to the city of New 
London and has been in charge of a library board, while funds for 
its maintenance are provided by municipal appropriations. On the 
25th of November, 19038, the city turned down an offer of assistance 
from Andrew Carnegie, but afterward regretted this step and the 
city council instructed the city clerk to communicate with Mr. Car- 
negie, asking him to reconsider his offer and to increase his gift to 
twelve thousand dollars. The city council also offered to donate a 
sum of six hundred dollars which had been offered toward the pur- 
chase of a site and to appropriate twelve hundred dollars a year for 
library purposes provided that twelve thousand dollars could be 
secured for the building. On March 29, 19138, the Carnegie authorities 
decided that ten thousand dollars was all they could allow a city the 
size of New London. On April of that year the Mayo property was 
purchased for a library site, W. H. Hatten donating five hundred 
dollars for this purpose, and work was begun on the construction of a 
library building, which was dedicated in May, 1914. The years of 
struggle were thus passed, and the library entered upon an era of 
progress which still continues. In January, 1899, the library con- 
tained twelve hundred and fifty volumes and in 1944 there were ap- 
proximately seventy-five hundred volumes for adults, with thirty-five 
hundred books for juvenile readers. 

New London’s present library board (1944) consists of Mrs. C. A. 
Hooper as president, Frank Jennings, Frank L. Zaug, Benjamin 
Hartquist, C. P. Larsen, O. K. Ziebur and Dr. George Kopp. 

Mrs. Clifton G. Fonstad has served as the librarian since 1939. 
She is a native of Colby, Wisconsin, and a daughter of EK. A. Fleisch- 
auer. She won her Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of 
Wisconsin in 1987 and was graduated from the University Library 
School, after which she spent two years as librarian at Fort Atkinson, 
Wisconsin, coming from there to New London in 1939. She remained 
as librarian here until January, 1942, and in the meantime was 
married, in September, 1941, to Clifton G. Fonstad, who-is.a graduate 
of the Stevens Point Teachers College and is now serving in the United 
States Navy. Their only child is Clifton G. Jr., who was born 
August 28, 1948. After her marriage Mrs. Fonstad discontinued her 
work at the library, but resumed the position of librarian in March, 
1944, and is giving excellent satisfaction in this position, having been 
well trained for the work. Katherine Wilkinson was the assistant 
librarian and had charge of the children’s hour from 1939 to May, 
1945. Mrs. Lee Talady succeeded her in the position. 


Dr. Max O. BACHHUBER. The medical profession in Buffalo 
County and western Wisconsin finds a worthy representative in Dr. 
Max O. Bachhuber, who since 1986 has practiced in Alma and who 
belongs to a family that numbers several members who have become 
successful physicians and surgeons in Wisconsin. Born at Loyal, 
Clark County, this state, on the 28th of February, 1906, he is a son 
of Max and Frances (Meyer) Bachhuber. The father was born 
near Le Roy, Dodge County, and followed the occupation of farming 
as his life work. He was also prominent in the local affairs of his 
village to the time of his death, which occurred in 1929, while his 
wife passed away in 1916. The Bachhuber family is a prominent 
one in the Le Roy and Mayville section of Dodge County and several 
of its members are now practicing physicians there. 

Dr. Max O. Bachhuber completed high school education in the 
public schools of Mayville and graduated in 1924. He then matricu- 
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lated in the University of Wisconsin, where he received his Bachelor 
of Science degree in medicine in 1929, and there remained for the 
regular medical course, which gained him his professional degree 
at his graduation in the class of 1932. His first practical experience 
came to him in his interneship at St. Luke’s Hospital in Duluth, 
Minnesota, where he remained for a year, after which he was 
physician for the Moore clinic of Eveleth, Minnesota, and for the 
Civilian Conservation Corps in camps in South Dakota for three 
years and a half. 

On the expiration of that period Doctor Bachhuber came to Alma 
in 1936 and met with almost immediate success in his profession 
here, his practice steadily increasing, both in volume and impor- 
tance, with the passing years. He is conversant with the latest 
researches and discoveries made in connection with medical and 
surgical science and he has membership in the Tri-County Medical 
Society and the Wisconsin State Medical Society. Outside of the 
professional field the Doctor has membership in the Kiwanis Club 
and is interested in all progressive and constructive public measures. 
He also belongs to the Knights of Columbus and to St. Lawrence 
Catholic Church. 

Doctor Bachhuber married Georgia F. Dille, of Fond du Lac, 
Wisconsin, who is an alumnus of the high school in that city. They 
have become the parents of two daughters and a son: Susan, who 
was born August 28, 1935; June, born on the Ist day of June, 19388; 
and Max Jr., who was born December 5, 1942, and is the fourth 
generation to bear that name. Mrs. Bachhuber is a member of the 
Episcopal church and both the Doctor and his wife are much in- 
terested in civic welfare and progress. He is now serving as chair- 
man of Buffalo County’s first aid committee, while his wife is presi- 
dent of the ladies auxiliary of the Tri-County Medical Society. It 
was through her efforts that the Public Library of Alma was started. 
A traveling library first serviced the community in that connection 
but later quarters were secured and the Alma Library was started, 
Mrs. Bachhuber being untiring in her efforts for the project until 
it was carried forward to successful completion. All interests and 
activities essential to the public good receive their endorsement and 
support and their work has been of much benefit to the community. 


CHARLES J. PEARSALL. The town of Evansville in Rock County 
has every reason to be proud to number Charles J. Pearsall as one of 
her citizens. He has here made his home for many years and was 
not only a leading and representative business man through an 
extended period but always has manifested a public-spirited interest 
in the general good, withholding his support from no plan or project 
for the material, intellectual, social, civic or moral progress of the 
community. For many years he was extensively engaged in the 
manufacture of butter and cheese but is now living retired in the 
enjoyment of a rest which he has truly earned and richly merits. 

Mr. Pearsall was born in Plainfield, New York, July 20, 1860, a 
son of Edwin R. and Helen (Smith) Pearsall and a grandson of 
Simon and Sabina (Marvin) Pearsall, while his grandparents on the 
maternal side were Benjamin and Susan (Backus) Smith. Both the 
Smith and Pearsall families lived in Connecticut at an early day and 
both families were established in the State of New York about the 
same time. 

While pursuing his education in the district school at West 
Exeter, New York, Charles J. Pearsall remained until sixteen years 
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of age on his father’s farm and then sought the opportunities of the 
growing West, arriving in Illinois in 1876 to work for his uncle, Mr. 
D. E. Wood, who was conducting a creamery and butter business. 
Mr. Pearsall remained with his uncle until the latter’s death in 1918. 
The business was carried on under the name of the D. E. Wood 
Butter Company and the enterprise was an extensive and profitable 
concern, with factories in many different towns. As he advanced 
in years Mr. Pearsall more and more largely assumed responsibility 
in connection with the butter and cheese manufacturing and for 
many years was president and directing head of the company. While 
the main office was in Elgin, Illinois, Mr. Pearsall maintained his 
home in Evansville, where he had his office and from there directed 
‘the interests under his control. The business became one of the 
largest enterprises of this character in this section of the country 
and its success was largely attributable to the practical experience, 
sound judgment and unfaltering enterprise of the president. 

On November 9, 1887, Mr. Pearsall married Miss Harriet Ellis, 
a daughter of Benjamin F. and Ellen (Merickle) Ellis, who were 
born in Wisconsin and in 1863 removed to Illinois. Mrs. Pearsall 
is a graduate of the high school of Huntley, Illinois, and for four 
years prior to her marriage she engaged in teaching school. She 
has been an ideal helpmate to her husband through all these years, 
and he attributes to her aid and encouragement much of his success. 
Three sons and a daughter have constituted the household of Mr. 
and Mrs. Pearsall. The eldest, Robert E., is a graduate of Beloit 
College and is now a vice president of the Armour Packing Company 
of Chicago and manager of the produce department. He was born 
December 7, 1889, and he married Emily Thornton, by whom he had 
two children, Mary Elizabeth and David. For his second wife Robert 
E. chose Mary Spencer Gibson. The second son, Clifford J., born 
November 18, 1891, is a graduate of Beloit College and of Rush 
Medical College of Chicago, and is now a practicing physician of 
Salt Lake City, Utah. He married Pear] Raddatz, and they have 
two daughters, Margaret Ann and Patricia. Barbara Evelyn, the 
only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Pearsall, was born June 9, 1894, and 
is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin. She is the wife of 
Richard B. Vance, of Joliet, Illinois, a Beloit graduate who saw active 
service in France during the first World War. Philip D. Pearsall 
was born October 23, 1897, is a graduate of Northwestern Military 
Academy at Lake Geneva, and was commissioned a second lieutenant 
of Artillery in World War I. He married Josephine Antes, and their 
children are Charles Judd and Philip D. Jr. All three of the sons of 
Mr. and Mrs. Pearsall enlisted for service after the United States 
entered the first world conflict and were stationed at camps in this 
country. 

Mr. Pearsall is a member of the Masonic order and the Knights 
of Pythias. His wife is a member of the Literary Club and of the 
Congregational church, to which he contributes generously for its 
support. His interest in the public welfare has been manifest in 
many tangible ways. He has several times served as mayor, and in 
the office labored diligently for the advancement of the town and its 
substantial upbuilding, his influence being ever on the side of progress, 
reform and improvement. He has also served as supervisor on the 
county board and for a great many years was a member of the 
school board, the cause of education finding in him a strong and 
helpful champion. He has accumulated a reasonable amount of this 
world’s goods, so that he and his wife can live in comfort, and theirs 
is one of the fine old homes of Evansville. Although he has passed 
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the age of eighty-five years, he is a well preserved man, still able to 
enjoy life in a quiet way among the many friends whom he has in 
Rock County. 


REV. ANTHONY J. THUECKS is the pastor of St. Lawrence Catholic 
Church in Alma, where he has continued his labors since 1941. He 
was born in Boyd, Chippewa County, Wisconsin, January 26, 1906, a 
son of Jacob and Gertrude Thuecks, who are still living. Both are 
natives of Wisconsin, the father having been born in Charlesburg, 
Calumet County, while the mother was born in Marytown, Fond du 
Lac County. They had a family of twelve children, of whom Rev. 
Anthony J. Thuecks is the fifth in order of birth. He pursued his 
early education in parochial schools, after which he entered Mount 
Calvary College, where he spent six years, while later he continued 
his studies in St. John’s College of Minnesota. Following his ordina- 
tion to the priesthood in 1934 he was assigned to duty as chaplain of 
the Chippewa Falls Hospital and was made assistant of St. Charles 
parish of Chippewa Falls, continuing to serve in both capacities for 
four years. He was then transferred to St. Clement’s Church in Lan- 
caster, Wisconsin, as assistant, remaining there for a year. His first 
assignment as pastor was to St. Jerome’s Church in Wonewoc, Juneau 
County, Wisconsin, where he labored about two years and a half, 
during which time he was instrumental in making various improve- 
ments in the church property and he also at that time served the 
Union Center church, which was a mission. 

On the 28th of January, 1941, Reverend Thuecks came to Alma, 
where he has since continued, zealously working for the development 
of the parish and for the furtherance of all branches of the church 
work. He is a member of the Catholic Family Protectorate Asso- 
ciation and also of the Knights of Columbus. 

St. Lawrence Church, of which he is the pastor, is: the oldest 
church building in the La Crosse diocese, having been organized in 
1867. It remained a mission, served from Fountain City, until 1935, 
when the Rev. Louis Schrenring became the first pastor, there con- 
tinuing to serve until 1941, when the work was taken over by the 
Rev. Elmer Paquette, who remained for three months and was then 
succeeded by the Reverend Thuecks. The church edifice is a very old 
structure but was substantially built and, although lacking in archi- 
tectural splendor, the interior is conducive to devout meditation and 
is reposeful in its simplicity. The congregation now numbers one 
hundred families and he has on the whole the hearty cooperation of 
his people, while the parish has benefited by his efforts for material 
advancement as well as spiritual uplift. The parsonage was built 
ineLdsT: 

As the church first received its spiritual ministration from a 
priest stationed at Fountain City it will be interesting in this con- 
nection to know something of St. Mary’s Catholic Church, whence the 
Alma church received its help for so long. St. Mary’s was first a 
mission, cared for by a priest from La Crosse, work being there begun 
as early as 1856. Rev. Tappert was the first priest in charge and was 
succeeded by the Rey. Seif, who came in 1860. In 1861 the first 
church, a brick structure, was built and was called the Church of 
the Immaculate Conception. The first schoolhouse, also of brick, 
was built in 1874, and thus provision was made for the Christian 
training of the school children. The year 1885 saw the erection 
of the present rectory. The first school building is now used as a 
Sisters’ home, for a fine new school building was erected in 1928. 
There instruction is given in nine grades by four teachers, who are 
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Franciscan Sisters, and one music teacher. The church congregation 
now numbers six hundred communicants. 

The Rev. Car] Fries is the present pastor, having taken over the 
church work June 30, 1922. He was born in La Crosse, Wisconsin, 
in 1884 and while spending his youthful days there was a_ pupil in 
St. Joseph’s parochial school. Later he enrolled as a student in the 
Campion high school at Prairie du Chien and subsequently he en- 
tered St. Francis Seminary at Milwaukee, for it had become his 
earnest purpose to qualify for the priesthood. Carrying out his 
plans to receive holy orders, he was ordained at La Crosse in 1908 
and soon took over the work at Summit, Wisconsin, where he remained 
as pastor for fourteen years and during that time he also had charge 
ef the Alma church as a mission until 1935, when the Alma parish 
was organized. Reverend Fries is now pastor of St. Mary’s at 
Fountain City, and under his direction the work has been thoroughly 
organized and is being carried steadily forward. He is interested 
in.the fraternal orders sponsored by the Catholic church, belonging 
to the Knights of Columbus and the Catholic Order of Foresters. 
For twenty-two years he has continued his labors at Fountain City, 
and his work has been far-reaching and resultant, as shown in the 
steady development and growth of the parish activities. 


STEPHEN W. BRUNNER, a well informed attorney of Clintonville, 
is now filling the office of mayor, his official service being characterized 
by a progressive civic spirit that is accomplishing much for upbuilding 
and improvement: His plans are well defined and he readily wins the 
cooperation of those who seek the public welfare. 

Mr. Brunner was born in the town of Grant, Shawano County, 
Wisconsin, June 23, 1884, a son of Anton and Mary (Tichacek) Brun- 
ner, the father a native of Germany, while the mother was born in 
Bohemia. Deciding to try his fortune in America, Anton Brunner 
came to this country in 1859 and made his way westward to Wisconsin 
and cast in his lot with the pioneer farmers of Shawano County. Se- 
curing a tract of two hundred and eighty acres of wild land, he built 
thereon a log cabin and then began clearing the place with ox teams, 
meeting all the difficulties and hardships of frontier life, but his per- 
sistent purpose and unfaltering industry succeeded in bringing the 
soil under a high state of cultivation. Later he engaged in logging 
and became a lumberman. To him and his wife were born thirteen 
children, nine sons and four daughters, and as the sons grew they were 
of considerable help to their father. 

Stephen W. Brunner, who was the twelfth child, well remembers 
driving the ox team in connection with the farm work and helping 
his father in every possible way, and his mother also taught him to 
cook, which now, in his spare time, is one of his hobbies. He attended 
the district school nearest his father’s place and when he had mas- 
tered the elementary grades entered the Clintonville high school, from 
which he was graduated with the class of 1904. Ambitious to im- 
prove still further along educational lines, he entered the Oshkosh 
Normal, where he completed his course in 1906, after which he took 
up the teaching profession, becoming an instructor in the high school 
at Argonne. There his efforts were highly resultant, as he succeeded 
in establishing the school as an accredited institution, of which he 
acted as principal and also was teacher of science and mathematics. 
He proved very competent in that field and largely inspired the 
student body with much of his own zeal and interest in the work. 

In 1908 Mr. Brunner married Miss Marie A. Jackson, a daughter 
of Frank Jackson, a native of Manawa, Wisconsin. After eight years 
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devoted to the teaching profession Mr. Brunner enrolled as a law 
student in the University of Wisconsin and received his LL.B. degree 
in 1919. His wife also entered the University at the same time and 
after completing the course together they came to Clintonville in 
1919 and here opened an office, practicing together under the firm 
name of Brunner & Brunner until her death on the 14th of August, 
1948. They were companions in the fullest sense of the term, not 
only in their profession and in their home life but also in their social 
and recreational interests. They both greatly enjoyed fishing and 
hunting and shared a love of flowers. They built their lovely home 
at 165 North Main Street, where they extended a most cordial hospi- 
tality to their many friends. Mrs. Brunner was also active in the 
Eastern Star and in the Methodist church. Mr. Brunner’s identifica- 
tion with Masonry covers Hau Claire Consistory, 8.P.R.S., and Tripoli 
Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S. They both were licensed to practice in all the 
United States district courts, and their activities drew them closer 
together in a companionship that naught but death could sever. Of his 
father’s family, Mr. Brunner has four brothers and one sister who 
are still living. 

In addition to his large and important law practice, Mr. Brunner 
is now giving much time to public service. In 1942 he was elected 
mayor of Clintonville, and endorsement of his first term’s service 
came in his reelection in 1944. He is a very energetic worker for the 
good of his city and is constantly looking beyond the exigencies of the 
moment to the opportunities of the future. His earnest endeavors are 
given for the public good and he has been instrumental in making an 
assured fact a one hundred and seventy thousand dollar hospital and 
an airport of a square mile. The Hansen Glove Company has also 
located a new industry here. He readily recognizes possibilities and 
makes them tangible assets in the life of the community, so that he 
has achieved much for the general good. He keeps abreast with the 
advancement of the times in every particular and his public service 
is of a very beneficial character, while in his law practice he has also 
made continuous progress. 

On October 7, 1944, Mr. Brunner married for his second wife 
Josephine A. Retonia, of Milwaukee. 


REV. JOSEPH J. ESDEPSKY, the pastor of St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church at Kaukauna, was born in Menasha, Wisconsin, October 24, 
1884, a son of Joseph and Mary (Daum) Esdepsky, both of whom 
were natives of Germany, whence they came to this state, where the 
father engaged in business as a contractor. Their family numbered 
eight children, of whom the Rev. Joseph J. Esdepsky is the third in 
order of birth. He attended St. Mary’s parochial school of Menasha, 
followed by a period of five years of study in St. Lawrence College 
at Mount Calvary and in St. Francis Seminary. 

On the Ist of May, 1918, he was ordained to the priesthood and 

fas mude assistant pastor at St. John’s Church in Green Bay, where 
he remained for two and a half years, from May, 1913, to December 
1915. From December, 1915, to February, 1917, he was an assistant 
at St. Peter’s Church in Oshkosh, and was then transferred to 
Crandon, Wisconsin, where he served as pastor of St. Joseph’s Church 
for a year, followed by a two year period as pastor of St. Patrick’s 
Church at Menarck. He was next assigned to St. Patrick’s Church 
in Lebanon, this state, where he continued for a year and next spent 
two years as pastor of St. Boniface Church in Aniwa, Shawano 
County. During a pastorate of nine years at St. Mary’s Church in 
Black Creek he enlarged the church and sanctuary and redecorated 
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the building. On leaving there he was assigned to the pastorate of 
Sts. Peter and Paul Church at Kiel, Wisconsin, where he continued 
his labors for nine years, at the end of which period he was trans- 
ferred to St. Mary’s Church in Chilton and continued there as pastor 
from July, 1941, to May, 1945. He was then transferred to St. 
Mary’s at Kaukauna, where the Rev. Alphonse Wagner is acting 
as assistant. Reverend Esdepsky is a member of the Knights of 
Columbus and of the Catholic Order of Foresters. The church of 
which he now has charge had its beginning in 1886. 


Dr. DARRELL 8. SHARP, owner of the Mondovi Clinic Hospital, is 
a man of wide experience in his profession and as a result is most 
‘capably conducting this institution, which is proving of great worth 
to the community, for he meets all the requirements of modern medical 
and surgical practice. A native of Iowa, he was born in Kossuth 
County, May 5, 1900, a son of Walter E. and Luna (Jack) Sharp, 
who were farming people and during the early boyhood of the Doctor 
removed from Iowa to Wisconsin. The father has passed away but 
the mother is still living. They had a family of ten children, five 
sons and five daughters, of whom Darrell S. is the youngest son. 

After pursuing the work of the grades in the public schools of 
Cable, Bayfield County, Wisconsin, Doctor Sharp completed a course 
in the high school at Evansville, this state, and when he had mentally 
reviewed the business opportunities of life, decided to make the prac- 
tice of medicine his chosen work. Accordingly he pursued a pre- 
medical course in the University of Wisconsin and continued there 
for the regular medical course, whereby he gained his professional 
degree at his graduation as a member of the class of 1929. His early 
practical experience came to him through his interneship in Anchor 
Hospital of St. Paul, Minnesota, where he remained for a year, bene- 
fiting by his association with eminent members of the hospital staff 
and by the experience which he gained through the responsibility 
that devolved upon him individually. On leaving the hospital in 
1930 he came to Mondovi, where he opened an office and began private 
practice, soon winning recognition of his knowledge and skill in a 
constantly growing patronage. He now is owner of the Mondovi 
Hospital, a clinical institution which is well adapted to meet the pro- 
fessional needs of the community in its modern equipment and in the 
efficiency of its staff. 

Doctor Sharp drew the plans and built the Mondovi Clinic Hos- 
pital in 1939, a very attractive building of buff brick, steel and tile 
construction and fireproof. It contains eighteen beds, is thoroughly 
modern, with the latest operating equipment, and in fact is model in 
every respect. The delivery room, also perfect in its appointments, 
is a six basket nursery. A predominant requisite at the time of 
building was light and air, so that the hospital is well supplied in 
_ these particulars, and there is a kitchen which is a model of cleanli- 
ness and sanitation. Doctor Sharp is now sole owner and employs 
eighteen people, including a laboratory and an X-Ray technician. 
His standards of service are very high and he utilizes every oppor- 
tunity to reach his ideals in medical and surgical practice. The 
Hospital is a member of the American Hospital Association and the 
Wisconsin Hospital Association. 

Doctor Sharp married Miss Jessie M. Goe, of Appleton, Wisconsin, 
and their only child is a son, John, who was born January 2, 1930. 
Mrs. Sharp is a graduate of the high school at Shiocton, Outagamie 
County, Wisconsin, then attended the University of Chicago and 
later became an alumnus of the University of Wisconsin. She has 


ee RE AR A SS 


BIOGRAPHY 689 


been very active in the social, civic and club life of the community 
and for a number of years was the president of the Mondovi Woman’s 
Club. She is now doing her part in connection with the war effort. 
She is an X-Ray technician under civil service and is serving a mili- 
tary appointment along that line at an army base. The Doctor finds 
relaxation and pleasure in fishing and hunting and is a member of the 
Durand Gun Club. He also belongs to the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks and the Knights of Pythias, while along strictly pro- 
fessional lines he is connected with the Tri-County Medical Society, 
the Wisconsin State Medical Society and the American Medical So- 
ciety. Through the proceedings of those bodies he keeps in touch 
with the trend of modern professional thought and investigation. 


Dr. DANIEL F. NAutH. Through the thirty-five years of his con- 
nection with the medical profession in Kiel, Doctor Nauth has con- 
tinually advanced in the esteem and confidence of his fellow towns- 
men of’ Kiel through his close conformity to the highest ethical 
standards of his chosen calling and his efforts to make his service of 
the greatest possible benefit to those who have needed medical and 
surgical aid. Moreover he is well known through important business 
connections, so that his life has been a potent element in the growth 
and welfare of the community. 

Born in Sheboygan County, Wisconsin, March 30, 1879, the 
Doctor is a son of George and Phoebe (Lite) Nauth and a grandson 
of Michael Nauth, who was born in Germany, whence he came to the 
United States when a lad of twelve years. Here he married a Miss 
Manz, and he was closely identified with the pioneer development 
of the state. His son, George Nauth, made farming his life work. 
He married Phoebe Lite, a daughter of Peter and Caroline (Young) 
Lite, the former a native of Ohio, while the latter was born in 
Germany. Peter Lite devoted his time and effort to farming, 
merchandising and teaching and he too established his home in 
Wisconsin during the early era in the state’s development, so that 
through his various activities he aided in laying broad and deep the 
foundation upon which the progress of the state was built. 

Doctor Nauth, who was the second in order of birth in a family of 
six children, attended the country school near his father’s farm and 
afterward was a pupil in the high school at Plymouth, Wisconsin, 
from which he graduated when fifteen years of age. Subsequently 
he engaged in teaching in the rural schools for four years. He 
regarded this as an initial step to other professional labor, however, 
for he became interested in medicine and determined to take it up 
as a lifework. He pursued his studies in the medical department of 
Northwestern University, where he was graduated with .the M.D. 
degree in 1906. He afterward served an interneship in Chicago and 
then spent two years in the City Hospital of Rockford, Illinois, where 
he gained valuable practical experience and had the benefit of 
association with a number of highly trained practitioners. 

In 1908 Doctor Nauth came to Kiel, and through the intervening 
period of thirty-five years has practiced successfully here, largely 
specializing in surgery, although he has kept abreast with the 
advancement made along all lines of protessional activity. He has 
membership in the Manitowoc County Medical Society, the Wisconsin 
State Medical Society and the American Medical Association. 

Aside from his professional interests the Doctor is connected with 
the business development of Kiel as the president of the Citizens State 
Bank and he is the secretary and treasurer of the A. A. Laun 
Furniture Company. He is a member of the local Chamber of 
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Commerce, and the breadth of his activities is shown further in the 
fact that he is a member of the Evangelical Reformed church and the 
Masonic order, in the latter of which he has taken the Scottish Rite 
degree. He is doing his part in the war effort, being chairman of 
the war loan drives in Kiel and a member of the Medical Emergency 
Unit=,; 
On the 23rd of September, 1907, Doctor Nauth married Lola M. 
Harvey, of Rockford, Hlinois, a daughter of Rufus A. and Lucia M. 
(Vaughn) Harvey, her father a druggist of Rockford. Her mother 
was 2 woman of marked literary attainments who contributed many 
articles to magazines and at the age of seventy-five years covered 
the Century of Progress Exposition in Chicago for The Herald of 
Miami, Florida. She died in 1938, having for sixteen years survived 
her husband, Mr. Harvey having died in 1922. 

Mrs. Nauth, who was the third of her parents’ four children, was 
educated in the schools of Rockford, where she completed the high 
school course, and had completed the third year of nurses training 
in the Rockford City Hospital when she married. Later she studied 
voice, developing a natural talent for music, and she is now president 
of the Kiel Municipal Band. She is also a past department president 
of the American Legion Auxiliary, has served in other offices in this 
organization, and at one time was county president of the Legion 
Auxiliary. She belongs to the Study Club. She acted as chair- 
man of gas rationing in this locality, is a member of the Frauen 
Verein, belongs to the Evangelical Reformed church and to the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, having had seven ancestors 
who were soldiers in the struggle for independence, while one of her 
great-grandfathers was in the Mexican War and her father was a 
Union soldier in the Civil war. Her brother Guy enlisted for service 
in the Spanish-American War and her brother Ralph was a first 
lieutenant in World War I and is now an instructor with the armed 
forces in World War II. She also has one sister, Ada. 

Doctor and Mrs. Nauth have but one child, Lois Jane, who was 
born August 7, 1928, and is now attending Milwaukee Downer College. 


JOHN HENRY BUDDE, who for twenty-eight years has been asso- 
ciated with the Standard Oil Company of Indiana and is now district 
manager at Milwaukee, was born at Weir, Cherokee County, Kansas, 
July 2, 1883, a son of Frederick and Katherine (Hiller) Budde, who 
became residents of the Sunflower State during the epoch of its early 
development. The father, who was born in Missouri, and the mother, 
who was born in Illinois, both being of German descent, are now de- 
ceased. 

In the grade schools of his native town John Henry Budde began 
his education, continuing through high school there, after which he 
started out in the business world in connection with the United States 
railway mail service, being thus employed for ten years. In 1917 he 
became associated with the Standard Oil Company, which he has now 
represented for twenty-eight years in various capacities and in several 
different territories, including Kansas City, Missouri, and Decatur, 
Illinois. In 1929 he was transferred to Milwaukee as division man- 
ager and has since occupied this position, which is now in war times 
one of particular importance and responsibility, making heavy demand 
upon the knowledge and experience he has gained during more than a 
quarter of a century’s connection with the corporation. 

Mr. Budde’s wife was in her maidenhood Catherine Collins. His 
son, John Henry Budde Jr., of Milwaukee, married Marion MacRae, 
who was born in Milwaukee and is a daughter of Dr. M. F. MacRae. 
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They have three children, John Henry III, Mary and Peter. Mr. 
Budde belongs to the Milwaukee Athletic Club and to the Bluemound 
Country Club. He is well known in Masonic circles, having become a 
member of Temple Lodge, F. & A. M., at Kansas City, Missouri. He 
has attained the thirty-second degree in the Scottish Rite, with mem- 
bership in the Wisconsin Consistory of Milwaukee, and he is also a 
Shriner, member of Tripoli Temple, Milwaukee. 


Dr. JOHN W. MONSTED. In professional circles of New London 
and Waupaca County, Dr. John W. Monsted occupies a position of 
prominence, having successfully engaged in medical and surgical 
practice here for more than seventeen years, beginning in 1927. A 
native of Dodge County, Wisconsin, he was born August 14, 1897, a 
son of Dr. John W. and Beatrice (Nixon) Monsted. The family is of 
Danish descent, his grandparents in the paternal line, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Monsted, having been born in Denmark, where they remained 
until they decided to try their fortune in the new world. Crossing the 
Atlantic, they made their way westward to Wisconsin, settling in 
Waukesha County, where the grandfather engaged in the occupation 
of farming. To him and his wife were born three children, of whom 
Dr. John W. Monsted Sr. was the youngest. 

After acquiring his preliminary education in the public schools the 
Doctor decided to make the practice of medicine his life work and 
won his professional degree at the Detroit College of Medicine and 
Surgery. He then practiced in Dodge County, this state, for fifteen 
years, removing in 1910 to New London, where he actively engaged 
in healing the sick until his life’s labors were terminated in death on 
the 29th of November, 19382. He was capable in surgery, just as he 
was in his medical ministrations, and in addition to an extensive pri- 
vate practice he served as surgeon for the Chicago, North Western 
Railroad Company and the Green Bay & Western Railroad Company. 
He belonged to the Waupaca County Medical Society, the Wisconsin 
State Medical Society and the American Medical Association. Always 
much interested in community welfare, he was a member of the board 
of education for ten years. He had membership in the Congregational 
church and he was a man of genial disposition and kindly manner 
who enjoyed the warm regard and genuine friendship of all with whom 
he came in contact. His connection with the New London Community 
Hospital aided materially in the growth and success of that institution. 
He belonged to the American Legion, having served as a first lieuten- 
ant in the Medical Corps of the artillery forces, being on duty only 
in the United States. He likewise had membership in the Masonic 
order and was ever loyal to any cause which he espoused. He married 
Beatrice Nixon and they became parents of three children, John W., 
Robert and Beatrice. The daughter, a graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin, is the wife of W. H. Cartright, who is with the State 
Public Service Commission at Madison, and they have three children. 
Robert, the younger son of the family, is a graduate of the La Crosse 
Teachers College and as a chief petty officer in the United States 
Navy in World War II he was in New Caledonia. 

The elder son, Dr. John W. Monsted, namesake of his father, at- 
tended the schools of New London until graduated from the high 
school and later he won his Bachelor of Science degree from Marquette 
University, while the same institution conferred on him the M.D. de- 
gree when he had completed his medical course in 1926. He spent 
the succeeding year as interne in the Milwaukee County Hospital and 
then returned to New London, where he joined his father in practice. 
His progress has since been continuous and gratifying and, like his 
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father, he has always kept abreast of the times in the researches and 
discoveries which have been made by the medical profession through 
his membership connections with the County and State Medical so- 
cieties and the American Medical Association. His practice is now 
an extensive one and his skill is manifest in the excellent results that 
have followed his efforts. He is a careful diagnostician and readily 
adopts new ideas and methods which his judgment tells him are of 
worth in the performance of his professional duties. 

In the fall of 1927 Doctor Monsted married Kathleen Nero, of 
Bottineau, North Dakota, a daughter of Allen and Kathleen (Curry) 
Nero, the former a native of New York and of French descent, while 
- the mother is a native of Canada. The Nero family became pioneer 
settlers of North Dakota when it was still under the territorial form 
of government, and her father engaged in the hardware business 
there. Their daughter, Mrs. Monsted, is a graduate of a teachers 
college and engaged in educational work prior to her marriage. Doc- 
tor and Mrs. Monsted now have three children, John W. III, who 
was born January 15, 1929, and is now attending high school in New 
London; Kathleen, who was born July 17, 1981, and Audrey, who was 
born March 31, 1985. Mrs. Monsted is very active in connection with 
the civic and social life of their community, and has membership in 
the Woman’s Study Club, the Golf Club, the Eastern Star chapter and 
in the Girl Scout work. The Doctor is a Mason, is also a member of 
the Lions Club and belongs to the Congregational church, connections 
which indicate the nature of his interests and the rules that govern 
his conduct in all of his relations with his fellowmen. He enjoys fish- 
ing, hunting and golf and is identified with the local golf club, finding 
his recreation in these out-of-door sports. His active, useful and well 
spent life has established him high in public regard and many of his 
stanchest friends are those who have known ae since his boyhood 
days. 


ROBERT H. FISCHER ranks as one of the prominent attorneys of 
Shawano County, having practiced in the city of Shawano since 
1920, and at the same time he has devoted his activities in large 
measure to the promotion of public projects, particularly along 
conservation lines. His fellow citizens have such faith in his judg- 
ment that his leadership of any movement draws to it a large follow- 
ing, and thus his efforts have been far-reaching and beneficial. 

One of Wisconsin’s native sons, Mr. Fischer was born at. Two 
Rivers, November 28, 1891. His parents, Henry D. and Alvina 
(Witt) Fischer, have long been farming people of this state and are 
still living on the old home farm at Two Rivers, the father being 
now eighty-six years of age, while his wife has reached the eighty- 
second milestone of life’s journey. Henry D. Fischer is a son of 
Godfrey and Amelia Fischer, who were natives of Germany and 
became the founders of the family in the new world. After crossing 
the Atlantic they made their way westward to Wisconsin and settled 
in Manitowoc County, where Mr. Fischer devoted his attention to 
agricultural pursuits. The Witt family is also of German lineage, 
the maternal grandparents of Robert H. Fischer having been August 
and Fredericka Witt, who were born in Germany and cast their 
lot with the pioneer residents of Manitowoc County in their efforts 
to develop the wild land and transform it into modern farms. In 
the family of Henry D. and Alvina (Witt) Fischer were three 
children—Warren ; Lyman, an attorney now Praca in Manitowoc; 
and Robert H.., who j is the poate Sets 
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After attending the public schools of Two Rivers until he had 
completed the work of the grades and of the high school, Robert 
H. Fischer entered the Oshkosh Normal School and following his 
graduation there he took up the study of law and won his LL.B. 
degree at his graduation from the law school of the University of 
Wisconsin as a member of the class of 1920. In the same year he 
came to Shawano, opened an office and began practice. Difficulties 
and obstacles always beset the path of a young attorney but he 
persevered and in time was accorded a liberal clientele. He was not 
without some professional experience when he started to practice, 
for three years after graduating from the Normal he had engaged 
in teaching and this gave him a knowledge of how to meet and deal 
with people. He realized too that careful preparation of his cases 
must precede his presentation of a cause before the courts, and it 
was not long before he became well established in practice. Through- 
out the succeeding years he has made steady advancement at the 
bar, where he has long held a most creditable position. For four 
terms he ably served as district attorney and for many years he has 
been a tangible asset in the advancement of the public good. For 
twenty-two years he has been the president of the school board, and 
the cause of public education has ever found in him a stalwart 
champion. He has also been secretary of the County Fair Associa- 
tion for five years and has been a member of its board of directors 
for twenty years. For a considerable period he was a member of 
the State Conservation Commission and he is on the speakers board 
or the advisory board of many war and defense projects. He has 
long been intensely interested in conservation, and while serving 
on the State Commission he was instrumental in establishing the 
Point Beach State Park at Two Rivers. He also has a conservation 
project of his own, for he owns land in Waupaca County and thereon 
he has planted many trees and otherwise beautified the place and 
has placed many fish in the lake. He is continually being called 
upon to assume the leadership in connection with public enterprises, 
and his endorsement of any measure always seems the indication of 
the fulfillment of the purpose. He spares neither time nor effort 
in his work for the public good and is accounted one of Shawano 
County’s most public-spirited citizens. Along strictly professional 
lines he is connected with the County and State Bar Associations. 
He is also the president of the Shawano Club, a local service organiza- 
tion. 

Mr. Fischer married Helen Rose, of Bonduel, Wisconsin, a 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rose, both now deceased. Her 
father was a hardware merchant of Bonduel. Mr. and Mrs. Fischer 
are the parents of two daughters and a son, namely: Marjorie, who 
was born June 11, 1925, and was educated at Milwaukee Downer 
College; Nancy, born July 23, 1932; and Robert H. Jr., born June 
21, 1935. They are of the fourth generation of the family in Wis- 
consin, and the old homestead farm on which their great-grand- 
parents settled is still in the possession of the family. 


Louis J. BRUNNER, who is filling the office of district attorney of 
Shawano and who since 1920 has engaged in law practice in the 
county seat, is the youngest of a family of thirteen children whose 
parents were Anton and Mary (Tichacek) Brunner, the father a 
native of Germany, while the mother was born in Bohemia. Their 
son Louis J. Brunner was born in Shawano County, February 21, 
1893, and pursued his early education in the schools of Argonne, 
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Wisconsin, where he partially completed the high school course. 
He finished his high school work however in Shawano, graduating 
with the class of 1912, and, having determined to make the practice 
of law his life work, he enrolled as a student in the University of 
Wisconsin, which he attended for three years, winning his Bachelor 
of Laws degree in 1917. 

Mr. Brunner began practice at Pulaski, Brown County, where 
he remained from November, 1919, until May, 1920. He then 
returned to Shawano and here became associated with A. M. 
Andrews, this partnership continuing until 1923. He afterward 
practiced independently for eight years and gained a most creditable 
position in legal circles. In 1931 he formed a partnership with 
Robert Fischer, who is mentioned elsewhere in this work, and in 
1935 they were joined by Ovid Strossenreuther under the firm style 
of Fischer, Brunner & Strossenreuther. The junior partner, how- 
ever, is now in the army. He was serving as district attorney when 
‘he joined the armed forces and Mr. Brunner was then appointed to 
fill out the unexpired term in November, 1942. In the following 
year he was elected to the position, which he is now filling in a most 
loyal and efficient manner, having been reelected in 1944. He has the 
qualifications and the ambition that make him an able lawyer, and 
his fidelity to the interests of his clients is recognized as one of his 
strong characteristics. 

Mr. Brunner was united in marriage to Miss Mae McGraw, of 
Madison, Wisconsin, and they reside at Shawano Lake, on route 2. 
Mr. Brunner greatly enjoys fishing and hunting and indulges in 
those sports when leisure permits. His interest in the public welfare 
is manifest in many tangible ways, including his service as president 
of the local Chamber of Commerce from 1936 until 1940, during 
which time he championed various measures for the general good. 
He was also formerly a member of the Lions Club and after it was 
discontinued he joined the Shawano Club, with which he is still 
associated. 


HARoLD H. HEUER is the vice president and manager of the Heuer 
Furniture and Undertaking Company of Clintonville, having been 
actively associated with the business since 1934. He was born in 
New London, Wisconsin, December 27, 1912, and is the third of a 
family of five children born to Mr. and Mrs. Leonard A. Heuer. The 
father, who spent his last years retired from business in Clintonville, 
was the organizer and promoter of the Heuer furniture store and 
undertaking establishment, having founded the business in 1914. He 
was born in Dale, Wisconsin, December 8, 1882, his birthplace being 
the old family farmstead. His parents, leaving their old home in 
Germany, crossed the Atlantic and became one of the pioneer families 
of the Dale section of the state, whera.a number of the representatives 
of the Heuer family are still living. 

Leonard A. Heuer had the youthful experiences of the farm bred 
boy and pursued his education in the nearby school, after which he 
continued to aid in the further cultivation and development of the 
farm until he reached the age of eighteen years, when he entered the 
employ of his uncle, Ernst Heuer, who owned a furniture store in 
New London, and with whom he learned the business. He continued in 
that position for six years, and then, anxious that his labors should 
more directly benefit himself, he came to Clintonville, where in 1914 
he established a furniture store and undertaking business in a building 
which stood on the site of the present funeral home, occupying that 
until 1921, when he erected a two-story and full basement building, 
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in which there was also a baleony. He carried a full line of medium 
grade and high class furniture and developed a trade of extensive 
and creditable proportions, long occupying a prominent place in the 
commercial circles of the city. He continued in control of this enter- 
prise until 1948, when he turned the management over to his son 
Harold and enjoyed a rest which he had truly earned and _ richly 
merited. His death occurred November 19, 1944. He was a director 
in the Federal Home Loan Association. While always interested in 
the public welfare and progress he never sought nor desired public 
office. He belonged to the Chamber of Commerce and had member- 
ship in St. Rose’s Catholic Church, the Knights of Columbus, the 
Catholic Knights of Wisconsin and the Catholic Order of Foresters. 
He also belonged to the Rotary Club and was regarded as one of the 
valued and representative residents of Clintonville, where he made 
his home for thirty years. He married Henrietta Knapstein, a mem- 
ber of one of the pioneer families of New London. Of the five children 
born of this marriage three are yet living. Helen, who is a graduate 
of the Clintonville high school and of Milwaukee Downer College, is 
now the wife of Roy Blumquist, who is associated with the business 
which her father founded. Harold H. is the next of the living chil- 
dren. Evelyn, the youngest, is a graduate of the Clintonville high 
school and of St. Theresa school at Winona, Minnesota. She married 
Eugene Schmidt, and they have three children, William, Peter and 
Barbara. 

Harold H. Heuer is indebted to the local schools for his educational 
training and after leaving high school he entered the Goodman School 
of Embalming in Milwaukee, where he completed his course and was 
licensed to practice in 1934. He then became associated with his 
father’s business and as the years have gone by assumed more and 
more responsibility in connection with its control until in 1943 his 
father turned the management over to him, Leonard A. Heuer still 
remaining the president of the company, with Harold H. Heuer as vice 
president and general manager ; Roy Blumquist, secretary ; and Walter 
Sievers as treasurer. The business steadily expanded as the years 
went by until in 1938 it had outgrown its quarters and a very modern 
funeral home was built to accommodate the undertaking business. It 
is a lovely brick structure and is the last word in equipment, being 
supplied with an electric organ and with all the latest facilities for 
caring forthe dead in a manner that fully meets the requirements of 
the most exacting and fastidious. They have a complete line of cas- 
kets, the parlors are tastefully furnished in a dignified manner, and 
they keep a hearse and ambulance. The funeral home stands in the 
midst of a well kept lawn, which adds much to its appearance. 

Harold H. Heuer married Petronella Mulvaney, a daughter of Dr. 
Francis Mulvaney. Mr. and Mrs. Heuer have two children: James, 
who was born December 8, 1936, and is a pupil in the grades; and 
Mary, born September 29, 1939. 


NicBork Fur COMPANY figures prominently in commercial circles 
of Stevens Point and of several other Wisconsin cities. The business 
was founded in 1895 by Michael Nigbor, who is the president of 
the company, with his son, Bernard, better known as Ben, as the 
secretary, treasurer and general manager. The business is family 
owned, with stores in Stevens Point, Milwaukee, Green Bay, Wausau 
and Berlin, all flourishing establishments, capably managed and bring- 
ing substantial returns. 

Michael Nigbor was born in Berlin, Wisconsin, in 1871, a son of 
Mathew and Elizabeth (Bruszowski) Nigbor, both of whom were 


ae3 


poe bods 
noe zi of i9ve ig rreitie nnnins read od corer ser? 
yideiy bes boaras vite bad of doitw Jest 6 bayoins bre” 
Soinovih & naw oll ROL OF tadnrevoK berw990 siash @ 
at heleerosai eyawis oid W ae ee gaol stioH tat 
iduiy berriaeb ron: Sehwasee ont of seoTg¢ig bia Siatisw 
-wsdermeiun ber baa oovenr 5 to yadenad) ati? of boyitolsd: 
ati eodmvlod to atdgurad edt ,domd2 vee «A e‘ovoHl a ai ¢ inte 
gyotes to" Yo whi) alloys oft bas atamooalW Yo atrtyind sifastied +a 
ould to otto ea bsbrepet daw bas dul) yeaiofl onl of me aa fod oala 9H | 


al 


abacr od stodw ollieaotalO ty Anebievt aviisinseot tp hecers 
‘fem a sietaqsndl atobuppgk wa oll .ateoy qildy 10r ‘smnond ae 
neiblide ovi on) TO. .nebeo esilinat se9n0iq oii Yo of0 To 
gisubsy a& ei ow nol SF. rivil Joy og og) sgeitient eidt to m1 . 
el au" stio’) 19nwokl ootlpey Yo bun joodse dutd sllivaomilO pe : / 
eaoniand ont itive patainiena zi odw Jeinpmull yed to sthw De vf, 
Aids otivil od) to xen add ei blersH .bobayol sadtet ron f a. 
fgid olfivaotailD off lo Shewbirrg a al. daogitoy silt , Bice) mea 
beivtem sta .elosomal cowl! jn loadoe geared? 32 To hee} ror hor, 
ban wie «eilli’ .aevblide exit oved yor) bas thimble ¢ mass iy 
luciotaoube eid tot eloottos Level att of beidebai ei 1989 .H biotal fe ; 
toorlo® nucthoo® oft bawsine od loordva dyid ynivasl t9fls bis Bal vie ee 
cw free sod eit batulqaros od svotw ootuewiilt at cig r 
sid ditw bulwisonse ontansd trod? oi BERI at ootioet 
ite stom barbpeas vd onoy ove esacy onl! ae has teen ontey 
oid 204 ni fw igtiaes eh aliw poilssanos Ai ciltereeoe ‘te a 
fie asuoll A bekidd goid of ievo Jasmegsnam 5 di bentud + i: 
asiv as qoueH J blow dliw ~oequer2 ant to insbinetd ond gett 19 | se 
eotin'W brs > yapieres Jaiwpawla yosl ; 19yanate [st9nsg bas In vee" ; 
einsy od et bebregas yUlbacis eemtiend efT .19tuessrt en BTSysh 
mishomt viv a bre emiveop eli awotylio bad ji S8@! ai tidag yd 
1H basuievd entdstobew 43 olaborim9928 OF jiiud enw bi perros ‘ 
gutted Jagragiups i teow Jesl of! al baa stesoutte gh 
40) seiliteat jestel oft fla diiw baa nag Arye 
to adm tion: edt eigwm yilul sort vonanct 2 al bas b aia0h 8 
69 to aeal sistqmas & yotT .avoibijest bas ap Ball 
bis ,eanam pobiagih » mi bodtainrwl igtosag? o38 nolreq . 
ait ai xbnate omod Inout ott ph es be b Sree x 
SOR RUE lou ebba cya? ws 
40 Yo tediinurh « (eon moar tigecty ¥ 


eatiak : nothtirly ows guad wouok ark 
bag :zobs'ry off ni liquq # et bas aa 2 


apis !siorsimmos at semen 
sesiend oAT #9itis tatoo 
te Insbiverq off? von 


696 WISCONSIN 


natives of Poland, whence they came to the United States in 1865, 
settling in Berlin, where Mathew Nigbor became a prosperous farmer. 
Michael Nigbor was the youngest in a family of seven children and is 
the only one now living. He was educated in the common schools of 
his native city and early learned the tanning business and the manu- 
facture of furs, acquainting himself with the business when in the 
employ of Sears of Berlin in his early manhood. He has made the 
fur business his life work and had the first store of the kind that was 
started in Stevens Point, where he has built up a large and constantly 
increasing trade. He made the initial step in the development of the 
present business by purchasing the Stevens Point Tannery, then owned 
by Frank Mioskowski, and today the Nigbor Fur Company is one 
of the most outstanding in this line in the entire country. They 
manufacture and carry only high grade furs, and all of their five 
stores have beautifully appointed show rooms in addition to which 
.they lease space in thirty-five department stores in Wisconsin and 
upper Michigan in which they sell their products. They have been 
at their present location in Stevens Point for twenty-five years, and 
all of the fur coats which they handle are made in this city, their 
show room being located on one side of the building, while the manu- 
facturing department utilizes the remaining space. All of their 
stores have excellent storage facilities and the progressive methods 
of the company are at all times manifest in the conduct of their 
interests. 

Michael Nigbor is a member of St. Stanislaus Catholic Church 
of Stevens Point and is a very generous contributor to the support of 
its work. He married Gertrude Worzolla, and they have reared a 
family of three sons. The eldest, Bernard E. Nigbor, who was born 
at Stevens Point, June 30, 1902, was educated in the parochial schools 
and the high school of his native city and then joined his father in 
the fur business. He is now the secretary and treasurer and the 
general manager of the company, the father relying on the sons to 
carry on the business while he is living somewhat retired from active 
connection therewith, although he spends a few hours each day in 
the Stevens Point establishment. Ben Nigbor is a member of St. 
Stephens Catholic Church and he belongs to the Knights of Columbus, 
the Kiwanis Club, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the 
Stevens Point Country Club and the Wausau Club. He married 
Catherine Gething, of Stevens Point, and they reside at 601 Main 
Street, where in 1940 Mr. Nigbor erected a very beautiful home of the 
Colonial type of architecture. To him and his wife have been born 
two sons: John, born July 18, 1936; and James, born November 8, 
1959: 
Edward Nigbor, the second son of Mr. and Mrs. Michael Nigbor, ° 
was born in Stevens Point, December 21, 1905, and like his elder 
brother attended the parochial and then the high school. He is in 
charge of the store in Milwaukee that is owned by the company. He 
belongs to the Catholic church, the Elks lodge and the Milwaukee 
Athletic Club. He married Alice Benson, and they have two sons: 
Edward Jr., who was born September 1, 1930, and Richard, born 
August 18, 1935. 

Chester Nigbor, the third son of the family, born in Stevens Point, 
August 19, 1916, mastered the work of the grades as a pupil in the 
local parochial school and after finishing his high school course en- 
tered Marquette University. He is now with the United States Air 
Corps personnel forces in England. 

The business of the Nigbor Fur Company is being carried steadily 
forward and has passed through the stages of ordérly development. 
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The Wausau store was opened in 1915 and is under the management 
of Margaret Walters. B. W. Edwards is the manager of the Green 
Bay store, and in 1932 the Berlin store was started and is under the 
management of A. F. Johnson. All these stores are owned by the 
Nigbor family and they employ eighty people. The business has 
always been so conducted as to bring the owners high reputation, 
and their record is one which adds materially to the commercial 
activity of the cities in which the company operates. 


SYLVESTER F’. ADRIAN, well known: inventor and now the owner 
and manager of a very fine and popular summer resort in Marquette 
County, about two miles from Montello, was born at Freedom, Wis- 
consin; June 15, 1894, a son of Peter and Alice (Pfeiffer) Adrian. 
His father, who was the first white child born at Freedom, was a 
son of John Adrian, a native of Holland, from which country he 
came to the United States and founded the family in Wisconsin, 
establishing his home in Outagamie County. There his son Peter 
Adrian was reared and in early manhood he learned the blacksmith’s 
trade, which he followed for many years. He married Alice Pfeiffer, 
who was born at St. Lawrence in Washington County, where her 
father, John N. Pfeiffer, who came from Trier, Germany, to the 
new world, engaged in the practice of veterinary surgery. In the 
family of Peter and Alice Adrian were fourteen children, of whom 
ten are yet living and of whom Sylvester F. is the seventh in order 
of birth. 

When he was only six years of age Sylvester F. Adrian was taken 
by his parents to Colby, Wisconsin, which became the family place 
of residence, and there he attended the public schools until he had 
completed the work of the grades and one year of high school. He 
started out in the business world as an employe in a hotel at Phillips, 
Wisconsin, where he remained for a year. Both he and his brother 
Mathew are of an inventive turn of mind and have always given much 
of their time and attention to working out the ideas which their 
mechanical ingenuity has suggested to them. Together they invented 
and patented the Adrian X-Ray shoe fitter, which they then began 
to manufacture, and Sylvester F. Adrian was connected with that 
business until 1926, when he sold his right in the invention to The 
Weinberg Shoe Company. Most of Mr. Adrian’s inventions, how- 
ever, have been in connection with musical instruments, including 
automatic pianos and phonographs. One of the first automatic coin- 
operated musical machines was his invention, and his fertile brain 
also brought forth the safety gas valve for gas stoves and a sanitary 
cuspidor. He built the first “three-in-one-piano” that is electrically 
operated, with an organ attachment, and he has evolved many other 
ideas which he has brought forth in a practical demonstration of their 
worth. 

The first lengthy interruption to an active business life came to 
Mr. Adrian in his enlistment for service in the first World War, 
when he became a member of Company K, Sixth Wisconsin Regiment 
of the Thirty-second Division, but after serving for four weeks he 
was discharged because of physical disability. A little later he 
enlisted for a second time and with Company I of the One Hundred 
Thirty-first Infantry, Thirty-third Division, with which he went 
overseas, he spent eighteen months as a non-commissioned officer. 
Receiving his discharge at the close of hostilities, he returned to this 
country and for several years worked in Milwaukee and Stevens 
Point, Wisconsin, after which he began the manufacture of the 
X-Ray shoe fitter at Fond du Lac. He also invented and manufactured 
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the Adrianola, but sold his patent to the Wurlitzer Company, from 
which he receives a royalty. The 5-10-25 cent coin sorter used on all 
automatic phonographs is his invention. 

About seven years ago Mr. Adrian purchased his present resort 
holdings as an investment, but took over the management of the 
place about 1941. His land borders the Fox River, about two miles 
from Montello, and there the first white settlement in the county 
was made, prior to which time it was the site of an Indian camp, 
so that it is a place of historic as well as modern interest. He is 
keenly interested in the history of this section of the state and is 
trying to establish authentic data on its early settlement. It is 
known that both Marquette and Joliet stopped here enroute to the 
Mississippi. He has acquired one of the finest collections of Indian 
relics extant, comprising more than five thousand pieces. He has 
thirty acres given over to resort purposes and the arrangements he 
has made for the convenience and entertainment of guests has made 
the place very popular and well patronized. 

Mr. Adrian has always recognized and met the duties and 
obligations of citizenship and moreover is a man of broad humani- 
tarian sympathies. He was appointed chairman of the President 
Roosevelt birthday ball in 1932, after serving for two years on the 
birthday ball committee. During four years he acted as Fond du 
Lac County chairman of the Wisconsin association for disabled. 
He has also filled the position of Post and County Commander of the 
American Legion of Fond du Lac and Fond du Lac County for two 
separate terms, working at all times, whether in oflice or out of it, 
for the benefit and upbuilding of community and commonwealth. 
He belongs to the Catholic church and also to the Fraternal Order 
of Kagles, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Disabled American Veterans 
and at present is commander of the Montello American Legion. His 
interests have ever centered along those lines which affect the public 
good and contribute to the substantial development of the community 
and the continued uplift of the individual members of society. 


DENNIS SULLIVAN, a nationally known detective of Milwaukee, was 
born at Nashotah, Waukesha County, Wisconsin, in 1854, and died 
November 27, 1925. The years between were filled with adventure 
and interest, being given over to the task of tracing crime to its 
source that justice might be done to the public. Dennis Sullivan was 
a son of Timothy Sullivan, a native of Ireland who arrived in Wis- 
consin during the pioneer era in the history of the state and who is 
listed in the first city directory of Milwaukee as proprietor of a stage 
coach. The Sullivan family had long been a distinguished one in 
Ireland, and it is believed that the name was originally O’Sullivan. 
Probably the first of the name in America went to Virginia in 1656, 
but the records of that branch have been lost. There is authentic 
record, however, of Daniel Sullivan, who was living in Virginia in 
1704. It is also known that one Timothy Sullivan emigrated from 
Ireland in the seventeenth century and settled in Thomaston, Maine. 
It is not possible to determine from just which branch of the family 
Dennis Sullivan of Milwaukee was descended but it is definitely 
known that various Sullivans fought in the American army in the 
Revolutionary War, some as officers, and those of the name have al- 
ways been men of courage and loyalty. 

In those qualities Dennis Sullivan certainly carried out the tradi- 
tions of the family. In his early boyhood he accompanied his parents 
on their removal to Milwaukee, where he joined the police force in 
May of 1880 and made such progress that four years later he was 
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made a detective. In 1885 he resigned to go into business, but in 
1887 he returned to the department. Starting again as a patrolman, 
he was again made a detective in 1888, and served in that capacity 
until 1921, when he resigned after about thirty-eight years’ association 
with the department. When he passed from this life the Milwaukee 
Daily Journal said of him: “Dennis Sullivan’s life was marked by 
adventure. Like the detectives of fact and sometimes of fiction he 
was not a talkative man. Perhaps that is the reason he handled most 
of the murder cases in Milwaukee for more than thirty years. His 
memory for faces brought him to every national political convention 
in the last quarter of a century. It has been the custom on the part 
of the police of the city where the conventions are held to request 
the presence of one or more detectives from every metropolitan area of 
the country. When such notice reached the Milwaukee police every 
four years Dennis Sullivan was invariably the one chosen to go. 
Chiefs of police in every metropolis in the country, particularly the 
Middle West, knew Sullivan and respected his ability. Dogged de- 
termination and a reluctance to give up the chase, even though it 
appeared hopeless, were Detective Sullivan’s outstanding character- 
PSCC ees 

J. C. Laubenheimer, Milwaukee’s chief of police at the time of 
Mr. Sullivan’s death, paid to him the following tribute: “He was 
concerned in the solving of many important crimes that made police 
history. I knew him for thirty-two years and can testify that his 
character, knowledge of humanity and detective ability established 
for him a national reputation. He always had the complete confi- 
dence of officials and men who worked under him and for many years 
was regarded as the dean of the detective bureau. Younger men of 
the bureau looked to him for inspiration and instruction, and many 
were the times when his counsel aided less experienced men in bring- 
ing elusive criminals to justice.” ; 

The Milwaukee Journal said editorially: “The passing of Dennis 
Sullivan removes an outstanding figure in the field of those who fight 


to suppress crime. Milwaukee was more secure through nearly forty 


years because ‘Denny’ Sullivan lived. He approached a case with 
the determination that the crime might be solved in justice to the 
public. To him it was duty. Uniting that with a keen analytical 
mind, unusual perseverance, he was responsible for the solution of 
many of the city’s most baffling mysteries. In these days when the 
crime problem presses all about us and men often wonder what to 
do it is well to pause a moment and consider the example of a man 
who gave so much to make society safer.” 

Mr. Sullivan was often referred to as “the power behind the 
throne” in the department and he was the dean of the detective bu- 
reau when he resigned in 1921 and joined his son, Captain John T. 
Sullivan, who had been head of the department, in the Sullivan 
Detective Agency. To that work he gave his remaining days. To 
list the cases in which he figured would be to give an almost complete 
history of Milwaukee’s most noted crimes. He was an extremely 
close student of human nature and he had an almost uncanny under- 
standing of cause and effect and the motives that drive men on to 
crime. 

Dennis Sullivan married Miss Ellen Welch. Her father, Edward 
Welch, married a Miss Dunraven, a representative of one of Wiscon- 
sin’s oldest families. Mr. and Mrs. Sullivan became parents of nine 
children: John T., of Kenosha, Wisconsin, who is head of the Sul- 
livan Detective Agency; Edward M., who is a practicing veterinary 
surgeon; Eugene, engaged in the practice of law, as was his brother 
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Dennis M. Jr., now deceased; Mrs. William Simmons; Genevieve, the 
wife of Ralph Inbusch; Mary; Helen; and Dorothy, the wife of Clar- 
ence Tracy, brother of Spencer Tracy, screen star. 

The funeral service for Dennis Sullivan was held November 29, 
1925, in St. John’s Cathedral and he was laid to rest in Calvary 
cemetery. Thus passed one who had long figured most prominently in 
Milwaukee’s history and who at all times commanded the respect of 
ork who appreciate fidelity to duty as one of man’s crowning at- 
tributes. 


DENNIS M. SULLIVAN, who died August 22, 1943, had been a mem- 
_ ber of the Milwaukee bar for more than thirty years. He was born 
in Milwaukee, November 28, 1888, one of the nine children born to 
Dennis and Ellen (Welch) Sullivan, of whom more extended mention 
appears on earlier pages of this publication. 

Having acquired his early education in the old Seventh ward 
school, Dennis M. Sullivan continued his studies in St. John’s 
Cathedral school and later began preparation for his professional 
career in Marquette University law school. While pursuing his studies 
he contributed to his own support by working as a Western Union 
messenger, aS a newsboy and in newspaper plants of Milwaukee, and 
thus he early learned the value of industry and close application. At 
length he decided that the practice of law should be his life work and 
in 1912 he was graduated from Marquette University with the Bache- 
lor of Laws degree. . 

Following his admission to the bar he began practice in Milwau- 
kee on the 1st of January, 1918, and worked his way upward, serving 
as an advocate in many important trial cases. He was appointed 
defense counsel by the Municipal Court in a number of outstanding 
murder cases and at all times had a goodly share of the legal work 
of the city, his practice covering a wide range and indicating his 
comprehensive familiarity with the law. In 19384 and 1940 he was a 
nominee for the office of circuit judge. He belonged to the Milwaukee 
County, the Wisconsin State and the American Bar associations and 
kept abreast with advanced professional thought and opinions. Dur- 
ing the first World War he was one of the four-minute speakers and 
always took a progressive stand in matters of citizenship, seeking 
ever the public good. 

Mr. Sullivan was married twice. He first married Genevieve 
Ziegler, daughter of Charles I. Ziegler, Milwaukee candy manufac- 
turer. She died December 19, 1933, leaving five children: Rosemary, 
the wife of Lt. Joseph Douchette, of the United States Army air 
corps; Janice, the wife of William F. Double, who is a member of the 
Wisconsin House of Representatives, serving in the Legislature from 
the Seventeenth district; Dennis M. III, who attended Marquette 
University law school until he enlisted in the United States Navy 
for service in the second World War; Edward Charles, a student at 
Washington high school; and Marjory Ann, who is attending St. Se- 
bastian’s school. For his second wife Mr. Sullivan married Catherine 
Cox, and they have one son, Timothy Eugene. 


EUGENE J. SULLIVAN, a member of the Milwaukee bar, practicing 
as senior partner in the firm of Sullivan & Randolph, was born Sep- 
tember 24, 1894, in the city which is still his home and in which he 
has always resided. Here he was reared and educated. While spend- 
ing his youthful days under the parental roof he attended St. John’s 
Cathedral school and the East Division high school. His parents were 
Dennis and Ellen (Welch) Sullivan, his father a prominent detective 
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of Milwaukee, who is mentioned at length on preceding pages of this 
work. There have been many lawyers among his ancestors, and it 
was to this profession that Eugene J. Sullivan turned when he wished 
to qualify for a life work. He had studied at Marquette Academy 
from 1915 to 1917, and in the latter year he enlisted for service in 
the navy in connection with World War I. He was sent to an officers 
ae camp, where he was stationed when the Armistice was 
signed. 

Returning home, Mr. Sullivan resumed his studies, took the state 
bar examination and on the 10th of August, 1921, was admitted to 
practice in the Wisconsin courts. He has continued his practice in 
Milwaukee since that time and his record is one of continuous ad- 
vancement, as he has given proof of his ability to cope with intricate 
and involved legal problems. He is seldom, if ever, at fault in the 
application of a legal principle and the logic of his mind is shown 
in his clear and correct deductions. He at first engaged in practice 
with his brother, Dennis Sullivan, under the firm style of Sullivan & 
Sullivan and later he became senior partner in the firm of Sullivan, 
Habeck & De Brozzo, while his recent connection is that of Sullivan & 
Randolph. 

In politics Mr. Sullivan has always maintained an independent 
course and has never sought office either in politics or through his 
lodge associations. He belongs to the Knights of Columbus, the Be- 
nevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the Fraternal Order of Eagles, 
the Associated Executives Club, the Catholic Knights of Wisconsin 
and the American Legion. He is also connected with the American 
Federation of Labor, having been made an honorary member of the 
International Wood, Wire and Metal Workers. While in school he 
played both football and baseball and has membership in the Old 
Timers Ball Club. He has always wisely divided his time between 
his profession, his social interests and his citizenship obligations, 
and he is now identified with the Volunteers of America, with the 
Holy Name Society and, professionally, with the Milwaukee County, 
the Wisconsin State and the American Bar associations. He belongs 
also to the Club International of Chicago and to St. Jude’s League 
of the Milwaukee County Safety Council. That he is a member of 
the Wisconsin Trotting Club indicates something of his preferred 
recreational interests. He is a.lover of horseback riding and of polo 
and for many years he took active part in the polo meets and the 
trotting races and won the Will Rogers medal in California in 1935. 
He early learned to maintain the even balance between diversions and 
business life that makes for strong manhood, and in both relations 
he gives evidence of that force of character which has made him a 
successful lawyer and worthy citizen. 


Dr. GEORGE FREDERICK BURPEE, physician and surgeon practicing 
at Edgerton, was born in Janesville, Wisconsin, January 19, 1904, 
a son of Frederick Chapin and Jennie Lou (Rowe) Burpee. The 
father, who died in December, 1938, was a lawyer of Janesville for 
more than a half century and filled the office of city attorney for 
many years. Mrs. Burpee passed away in May, 1940. 

Doctor Burpee acquired his preliminary education in the public 
schools of Janesville and after completing the high school course 
attended the University of Wisconsin, where he received his Bachelor 
of Science degree in 1925. Ife next enrolled as a medical student | 
in Washington University of St. Louis, Missouri, where he won his 
professional degree at his graduation in 1929. He spent a year as 
interne in the Missouri Baptist Hospital of St. Louis and then went 
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to Drumrighkt, Oklahoma, where he practiced for a year and a half, 
when he decided to come to Edgerton, where he opened his office in 
1932 and has here successfully practiced for the last decade. He is 
a member of the Rock County Medical Society, the Wisconsin State 
Medical Association and the American Medical Association. His 
Greek letter fraternities are Phi Kappa Psi and Nu Sigma Nu. 

Doctor Burpee married Miss Dorothy Drake, of Hannibal, 
Missouri, a davghter of Mr. and Mrs. John Beach Drake and a 
graduate of the Washington University School of Nursing. Their 
children are: John Chapin, born January 11, 1932; Richard Drake, 
born September 6, 1934; and James Frederick, born September 
26, 1939. 

Doctor Burpee was commissioned a Lieutenant Commander in 
the U.S.N.R. on May 25, 1942, and has been Senior Medical Officer 
aboard the U.S.S. Grafton since January, 1945, in the Pacific theater. 


‘'Orro C. EBERHARDT is one of the substantial business men of 
Clintonville, where he is owner of a furniture store and funeral parlor, 
both carefully conducted. Born in Plymouth, Wisconsin, November 
20, 1887, he is a son of Oscar and Louisa (Frederick) Eberhardt, the 
former still living, but the mother has passed from this life. Both 
were natives of Germany and on coming to the United States they 
cast in their lot with the early settlers of Sheboygan County, where 
Oscar Eberhardt took up the occupation of farming, although later he 
turned his attention to mercantile pursuits. 

Otto C. Eberhardt, who is the eldest in a family of three children, 
obtained his early educational training in the district school and 
afterward attended the Plymouth schools, subsequent to which time 
he assisted his father in the store in Plymouth, which was called the 
Leader. He afterward went east and studied in the Philadelphia 
School of Embalming in 1910 and the same year was licensed to 
practice his chosen profession. He then opened a furniture store 
and funeral home in Reedsville, Wisconsin, where he remained for 
about four years, and in 1914 came to Clintonville, where he has since 
carried on business. The growth of his patronage caused him later 
to seek larger quarters and once since that time he has moved, estab- 
lishing his business at his present location on Main Street in 1928. 
He purchased the building, which he remodeled to meet his particular 
needs, and he now carries a well selected line of medium priced and 
high grade furniture, his reasonable prices and _ strictly reliable 
methods bringing to him a substantial business. The space which he 
has set aside for the undertaking business is well arranged, the fu- 
neral parlor being beautifully furnished, while there is a casket display 
and preparation room in the basement. The funeral parlor adjoins the 
rear of the furniture store but the two are entirely separate. Drive-- 
ways are conveniently arranged to give easy access to the funeral 
parlor and a hearse and ambulance are kept to facilitate the business. 
His son: is associated with him in the ownership and conduct of the 
business, although he is now serving with the armed forces. The 
father is a member of the board of the Fox River Valley Funeral Di- 
rectors Association and he keeps in close touch with all the advance- 
ment that is being made in his professional field, being thoroughly 
conversant with modern scientific methods. 

Mr. Eberhardt married Onidia Lorfeld, of Plymouth, a daughter 
of William and Emma (Zell) Lorfeld, both of whom were born in 
Wisconsin and have now passed away. Mrs. Eberhardt is a graduate 
of the Plymouth high school and she, like her husband, is active in 
the business, being of much assistance to him. They have become the 
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parents of two daughters and a son. The eldest,Veryl, who was born 
June 18, 1912, attended the local schools until she had completed the 
high school course and then entered Valparaiso University of Indiana, 
from which she was graduated. She is now the wife of Vilas Shepard, 
of Clintonville. Jean Ann Eberhardt, born February 20, 1917, also 
attended high school here and then enrolled as a student in Valpa- 
raiso University. After her graduation there she attended the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin for a time. She is now the wife of Dr. John 
Shaw, of Valparaiso, Indiana. Roy G. Eberhardt, born August 16, 
1919, attended the Clintonville schools and afterward was graduated 
from Ripon College. He next entered the Clark School of Embalming 
in Cincinnati, Ohio, and after completing his studies there joined his 
father in business. He was made a pharmacist’s mate with the United 
States Army, stationed in Maryland, and is now an X-Ray Technician 
at St. Albans Hospital, New York. He married Florence Ourtel, of 
Shawano, Wisconsin. : 

Mr.: Eberhardt’s interest in community welfare is shown in his 
connection with the Chamber of Commerce and his loyal support of 
all measures which he believes are for the public good. He and all of 
his family belong to the Lutheran Church. He enjoys a game of golf 
when leisure permits and one of his hobbies is raising chickens. He 
has a sizeable farm on which he is engaged in chicken raising, handling 
some of the finest breeds, and he is regarded as an authority on poul- 
try-raising in this part of the state. 


WALTER J. KOENIG is the vice president, secretary, treasurer and 
manager of the Marshfield Milling Company, one of the leading 
productive interests of Wood County. ‘This business has been in 
the possession of the family for twenty-two years and through care- 
ful direction has become one of the profitable enterprises of the city. 
Mr. Koenig has been a life long resident of Marshfield. He was 
born here December 28, 1902, a son of Joe and Theresa (Seubert) 
Koenig. The father, a native of Germany, came to the United 
States in his early manhood and for thirty-five years engaged in 
the grocery business, being one of the leading merchants of the city. 
At length he became interested in the Milling Company, remaining 
active in the business to the time of his death in 1935. He. also 
figured prominently in the public life of the community, giving his 
aid and influence at all times to those projects for the general good, 
and he was called upon to fill the offices of city clerk and alderman. 
He belonged to St. John’s Catholic Church and he was a fourth 
degree member of the Knights of Columbus and also was identified 
-with the Catholic Order of Foresters and the Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks. His first wife, Mrs. Theresa Koenig, died 
when their son Walter was but eighteen months old and Mr. Koenig 
afterward married Frances Kohlbock, who is the only mother that 
Walter J. has ever known and for whom he has genuine filial 
affection. Mrs. Koenig is still living and since her husband’s death 
has been the president of the Marshfield Milling Company. Other 
members of the family are Ray, Margaret and Robert, the brothers 
and sister of Walter J., who are active in the conduct of the milling 
business. 

Walter J. Koenig was reared in Marshfield, attending the schools 
here, and was a youth of twenty vears when in 1922 his father 
took over the milling business which had formerly been conducted 
by the Spars Cereal Company. At the time of the exchange it 
became a family affair and has since so continued. They employ 
forty-eight people, which indicates the steady growth of the business, 
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and their brands are sent out under the names of Marshfield’s Best 
and Gold Bond. They service a territory of one hundred miles in 
this part of the state and the mill is splendidly equipped, being 
supplied with all the latest improved machinery for the manufacture 
of their products, which are of the highest quality. Their plant 
is located on the original site of the Spars Cereal Company, at 214 
West Second Street. Mr. Koenig is the vice president, secretary- 
treasurer and general manager of the business and is thoroughly 
familiar with very phase of the trade and with the manufacturing 
processes, so that he is wisely directing the operations of the plant 
and the development of their patronage, which is now of gratifying 
_ proportions. 

Mr. Koenig married Miss Loretta Hirsch, of Medford, Wisconsin, 
who was educated in the County Normal there and in a business 
college. They have become the parents of three sons: Mark, who 
was born January 19, 1933: John, born January 21, 19386; and 
Michael, born April 28, 1941. The parents have membership in 
St. John’s Catholic Church and Mrs. Koenig also belongs to the 
Catholic Daughters of America, while Mr. Koenig is a member of 
the Knights of Columbus. He is also identified with the United 
Commercial Travelers, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 
and the Commercial Club, and his interests have always centered 
in those channels through which flows the greatest and most perma- 
nent good to the greatest number. That his has been a well spent life 
is shown in the fact that his stanchest friends are those who have 
known him from his boyhood days to the present time and are 
familiar with the upright course he has always followed. 


SHAWANO PUBLIC LIBRARY is one of Wisconsin’s outstanding pub- 
lic institutions. It has proven a most potent element for progress 
and improvement not only in the town in which it is located but 
throughout the entire county, and it has set the standard for various 
other libraries in different sections of the state. There was a time 
when the town, with its four thousand population, had a public 
library of which it had little to boast. A small collection of books was 
housed in a bank building, supported by an appropriation of twenty- 
five dollars per month made by the town council. But the people of 
vision and civic spirit in the community recognized the need of the 
public for a closer contact with reading matter that would broaden 
their outlook and enrich their lives, and chief among these was Mrs. 
Charles Veslak, the efficient librarian who presented her ideas and 
her ideals to her associates in the work and to other public spirited 
residents, and the plan took root. 

Shawano County had thirty thousand residents and Mrs. Veslak 
recognized that the little library then existing could reach but few of 
them. Her efforts resulted in the establishment of the County 
Library Service, which for years has been cooperating with rural 
organizations through traveling libraries sent to study clubs, to 
granges, to home bureaus and other organizations. She inaugurated 
the book-mobile that serves every school and small library in the 
county, following the policy of taking the book to the individual 
rather than waiting for the individual to call for the book. 

Mrs. Veslak attended the library school of the University of 
Wisconsin, where she not only had liberal training but she has always 
studied the problems and the opportunities before her from the human 
standpoint. She feels that human relations are better established 
not only through reading fiction but also through the distribution of 
books on fine arts, health, on household care, canning, etc., all of 
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which means much to the rural reader, and her maps, with pin dots 
indicating where her work extends, show that the service she has 
inaugurated does not miss any one in Shawano County who wants to 
read. Books on vocational subjects and practical matters and books 
to help supplement education are being continually asked for and 
sent out. 

Mrs. Veslak is one of the librarians who keeps in close touch with 
her people, and she finds her reward in the eagerness of the readers 
throughout the county in awaiting the arrival of the bookmobile. A 
teacher of English in the Shawano high school for years cooperated 
with her in finding what books are owned in the average home of 
the county, and the result of eighty questionnaires filled in from farm 
and village homes included a high percentage of Bibles, catechisms 
and song books, while in fiction the popular titles of fifteen or twenty 
years ago predominated with here and there a few of the new novels. 
There has been a decided change for the better in the selection of 
reading matter since Mrs. Veslak has sent her bookmobile into every 
section of the county. 

At the branch libraries Mrs. Veslak has organized citizenship 
classes and encouraged projects for young people. In each township 
a group of residents were made responsible for the branch library and 
its activities. This extension work, financed through the WPA grants, 
has been copied in other counties, and thus her efforts have proven 
of far-reaching extent and importance, but she modestly gives the 
credit to those who have assisted and cooperated with her. She dis- 
plays wisdom and understanding in the selection of books for her 
library. She has studied her community and their reading interests 
and has made deliberate and considered choice in filling the library 
shelves, so that the number of borrowers has continually increased. 
Moreover she has sought and received the assistance of the Wisconsin 
Free Library Commission, civic organizations, women’s clubs, farm- 
ers and business men, and town and county appropriations for the 
work have been increased, so that today there are seventeen branch 
libraries of which Shawano is the parent library, with five thousand 
people registered and borrowing eighty-seven thousand books an- 
nually. 

For bringing urban library facilities to isolated localities Mrs. 
Veslak was given the Theodora Youmans citizenship award by the 
Wisconsin Federation of Women’s Clubs, she being the third person 
to whom this award was given. For eighteen years she has served 
as the librarian at Shawano and during nine years Mrs. Olga Nom- 
mensen has been her assistant, while Ruth Jenssen has charge of 
the bookmobile. While Shawano has enjoyed library privileges for 
forty-seven years, the library having been started in a small room 
over the county jail in 1897, it was some years before any appreciable 
progress had been made. The library building was erected in 1914, 
at which time there were six thousand volumes on the shelves. Today 
there are fifteen thousand in the city and fourteen thousand in the 


. county collection, and Shawano has reason to be proud of her library, 


which has pioneered in extension work in notable measure, setting 
a standard that has been and may well be followed in many other 
localities throughout the country, bringing broader vision, wider 
knowledge and enrichment into the lives of many. 

Emphasis should be placed on the cooperation and efforts of the 
Shawano Public Library board, consisting of Mr. Robert Upham, 
president; Mr. Anton Kuckuck, treasurer; Mrs. N. J. Wallrich, secre- 
tary; Miss H. P. Humphrey, director. These people have served on 
the board since the beginning of the library service in Shawano. 
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Additional members from the city council have added their services 
to those of the board.. The County Library board is made up of three 
members from the county board of supervisors. 


REV. RUDOLPH JAMES HOoDIK, pastor of Holy Trinity Church, 
Casco, and of St. Adalbert’s Church, Slovan, Wisconsin, was born at 


> Stangelville, Kewaunee County, this state, February 2, 1897. His 


parents, natives of Bohemia, came to America in their childhood days. 
Grown to manhood, his father purchased land at Stangelville, which 
he continued to cultivate until he retired and moved to Manitowoc. 
There he spent his remaining days, his death occurring March 9, 
1922. Mrs. Anna Hodik afterward kept house for her son, the Rev- 
erend Rudolph James. She was with him until her death at Casco on 
May 9, 1941, seventeen years after his ordination to the priesthood. 
Father and his two sisters, Emily and Catherine, are the only surviv- 
ing members of a family of eight children. 

“Father Rudolph James began his education in the village of Bolt 
in the-town of Franklin. Later he attended St. Procopius College, 
Lisle, Illinois, where he pursued the high school course and took college 
work that gained him the degree of Bachelor of Arts in the class of 
1920. He next enrolled as a student at St. John’s University, College- 
ville, Minnesota. There he studied theology for two years. A similar 
period he spent at St. Paul’s Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota. On the 
third day of May, 1924, he was ordained to the holy priesthood by 
the Most Reverend Bishop Paul Peter Rhode, D.D., in the Cathedral 
at Green Bay. 

His first assignment was that of assistant pastor to St. Mary’s 
Church at Peshtigo, Wisconsin. In this post he remained only two 
months before being appointed pastor of St. Joseph’s Church, Carlton, 
and St. John’s Church, Krok, Wisconsin. This dual pastorship he 
held for three years. While at Carlton he was instrumental in having 
a new rectory built at a cost of nine thousand dollars. He was next 
transferred to St. Mary’s Church, Tisch Mills, where he served as 
pastor for eight years. Here he made improvements in the church 
property at a cost of many thousands of dollars. During nine months 
of this period he likewise ministered to the spiritual needs of the 
parishioners of St. Hedwig’s Catholic Church, West Kewaunee. 

On the 14th of September, 1935, Father R. J. Hodik was trans- 
ferred to Holy Trinity Church at Casco and was also given charge of 
St. Adalbert’s Church at Slovan. He has since served both parishes, 
ministering to the spiritual needs of two hundred families within a 
radius of about ten miles. The church of the Holy Trinity was estab- 
lished in 1900, with the Reverend Emmanuel Kabat as its first pas- 
tor. Today it is a well organized parish, Father Rudolph James hav- 
ing steadily carried forward the work of his predecessors and effec- 
tively directed the activities of its various societies. 

Since coming to Casco Reverend James has promoted the annual 
church picnics, which have been attended by thousands of people— 
the largest church picnics ever held on the Peninsula. For the past . 
nine years there have been no arrears in parish finances because of 
the splendid spirit of cooperation in this parish. 

For a considerable period the Reverend Father Rudolph James 
has been well known as a newspaper correspondent for various Wis- 
consin, Illinois and St. Louis publications. His literary ventures in- 
clude Rambling Through the Emerald Isle, a fascinating account of 
his travels through Ireland at the time of the International Euch- 
aristic Congress there, published in 1934, with a second edition in 
1936. He likewise compiled in book form a history of the parish at 
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Tisch Mills covering the period 1856 to 1931. This was published for 
his congregation as a souvenir of the Diamond Jubilee of their parish. 
He is perhaps even more widely known as a public speaker. By his 
sermons and lectures he has secured pledges from more than 100,000 
families for daily recitation of the Rosary and has earned for himself 
the title of “The Rosary Priest.” His prime purpose in promoting 
the rosary drive is to bring back the spirit of true Christian piety into 
family life and in so doing he hopes to hasten the day of allied victory 
in World War II and to insure a just and lasting peace. 

Possessed of sympathetic human interest, Father Rudolph James 
brings to his speaking the further enrichment of his wide acquaint- 
ance with people through his travels. He has visited nine foreign 
countries as well as each of the forty-eight states and every Canadian 
province. Moreover he has explored Alaska above the Arctic Circle 
and has traversed the Hawaiian Islands, the Bahamas, Cuba and 
Mexico. 

The spiritual needs of his flock have not prevented his becoming 
known for his civic achievements in their behalf. While serving as 
assistant pastor at Peshtigo he received the Carnegie medal and an 
award of five hundred dollars for rescuing two girls from drowning. 
The entire cash award he used for the education of deserving and 
needy young people of his parish. During the present war he has 
been cited five times by the United States Treasury Department in 
appreciation of the services he has rendered in behalf of the war 
finance program. Because of his convincing messages to his parish- 
ioners on the importance of war loan drives, war bond: records in the 
village of Casco are one of the best in the nation. 

Socially he has allied himself to his parishioners by his member- 
ship in the Knights of Columbus and the Catholic Order of Foresters. 
For years he served as chaplain for the former in Kewaunee County. 

Surpassing all Father R. J. Hodik’s achievements, however, is 
the manifest spirit of the liturgy among his parishioners at Holy 
Trinity Church in the little village of Casco. Tactfully and patiently 
he has educated his people to the idea of corporate worship, with the 
result that almost every member of the congregation actively partici- 
pates in the offering of the Sacrifice of the Mass by means of the 
dialogue method of assisting at low mass and by congregational sing- 
ing at every high mass. Thus he is leading his flock to a realization of 
their moral solidarity in Jesus Christ. In so doing he believes that 
he is using the country pastor’s most effective means of contributing 
to the establishment of a truly Christian social order in our chaotic 
modern world. 


THE MERRILL SCHOOLS have been steadily developed as the popu- 
lation of Lincoln County has increased, and today the educational 
system furnishes excellent opportunities to the diligent student. 
Great changes and improvements have been brought about since the 
days of the 1850s, when a village school was opened in Jenny with 
Miss Kate Goodrich as the first teacher. She was succeeded by 
Miss Mary Jane Miller, who received a salary of twenty dollars 
per month and board, beginning her labors here in the spring of 
1859, in a little room, fifteen by eighteen feet, made of rough boards, 
which were blackened by mosquito smudges. There were three 
small windows and three long benches behind three equally long 
desks and*the pupils in attendance numbered twelve. Miss Miller 
remained for about four vears, but left precipitately because of an 
Indian scare. However school activities were continued in the 
county and in 1880 David Finn, then county school superintendent, 
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reported that in the county there were five hundred and twenty-seven 
children from four to twenty years of age, of whom three hundred 
and thirty-nine were attendants at school. With the settlement of 
the county and the development of its towns and cities the number of 
schools was accordingly increased until in 1892 there were thirty 
districts under the care of forty-nine teachers and the school property , 
was valued at almost eighteen thousand dollars, while five hundred 
and eighty-one of the six hundred and eighty-nine children of ‘the 
county were in attendance at the public schools. 

By 1922 the school property was valued at more than two hundred 
and twenty-five thousand dollars and in the rural schools were 
_ seventy-five teachers and the school libraries contained almost fifteen 
thousand volumes. The growth of the city schools ‘was proportionate 
to the increased population. Merrill rapidly developed after the 
building of the railroad and the establishment of the mill interests 
here, and when M. C. Porter, who had just graduated from Lawrence 
College, applied to W. C. Whitford, state superintendent of education, 
for advice concerning a position, the latter urged him to apply for 
the school at Jenny, and he became an instructor in the Third ward 
building in the village, then numbering four hundred inhabitants. 
The building was thought to be sufficient for the town’s needs for 
years to come, but soon new people were coming in large numbers, 
many of whom had children who had attended high school to some 
extent, so that it was necessary to provide a high school here. The 
city was incorporated in 1883, and the same year witnessed the 
establishment of a high school, following an election which endorsed 
the project. Mr. Porter was the organizer of the high school, its 
first principal and also the first school superintendent in Merrill. 
Forty-three of the forty-seven children who applied for admission 
successfully passed the required examination and entered upon a 
three years’ course of study, which was later extended to a four 
year course. Not only was there rapid growth in high school 
attendance but also in the grade schools, so that by 1885 it was 
necessary to erect three school buildings—a six-room structure on 
the present site of the Lincoln school; another of six rooms in the 
Sixth ward and an eight-room building where the Franklin school 
now stands, and the first two buildings were soon converted into 
eight rooms by the erection of additions. 

The first graduating class of the Merrill high school numbered 
seven alumni, and each year this number has increased. There are 
now four excellent school buildings in the city and notable among 
these is the high school building, erected in 1901 but more than 
doubled in size by an addition made in 1922-23 until the building is 
now three hundred and twenty by eighty feet. It is of an attractive 
style of architecture, three stories in height and located on the banks 
of the Prairie River. It contains a large auditorium, seating a 
thousand or more, and there is a large gymnasium, sixty by one 
hundred feet, with a balcony that furnishes added space for the 
onlookers. The physics, chemistry and biology laboratories are 
fully equipped and there is lacking no facility which will contribute 
to the success of the educational system that has been inaugurated 
here.: Substantial progress has been made in the development of the 
curriculum and in the methods of instruction, and Merrill has reason 
to be proud of her schools, which have always been the expression of 
the deep interest of her residents in the intellectual advancement of 
her young people. Today there are five hundred and ninety students 
in the senior high school, one hundred and thirty in the junior high 
school and five hundred and seventy-two pupils in the grades. 
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Charles B. Walden, who is now superintendent of the city schools 
of Merrill, with supervision over its entire educational system, was 
born at Black River Falls, Wisconsin, March 15, 1908, and is a son 
of Charles and Edith (Bowman). Walden, the mother also a native 
of Black River Falls, while the father, now deceased, was born in 
Norway. 

Their son, Charles B. Walden, was an only child. At the usual 
age he entered the public schools of his native city and completed 
the high school course there. He also completed a rural school train- 
ing program there and later he won his Bachelor of Education degree 
at the La Crosse Teachers College in 1935, while in 1942 the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin conferred on him his Master of Philosophy degree. 
Before entering the Teachers College he taught in a rural school in 
Jackson County for a year and also taught in the La Crosse Teachers 
College while pursuing his studies there. Later he again spent two 
years aS an instructor in the Jackson County schools and was then 
appointed rural supervisor of Rusk County, where he continued 
for three years, when he came to Merrill as supervisor in 1938, 
being retained in that position until 1942, when he was elected 
superintendent of the city schools. He is a member of various educa- 
tion associations and at all times keeps in touch with the trend of 
progress as shown forth in the work done in the public schools of 
the country, his judgment quickly recognizing the value of proposed 
measures, which he readily adopts when he believes they will prove 
of practical worth in improving the work of the Merrill schools. 

Mr. Walden married Miss Vivian Sands, of Ladysmith, Wiseonsin, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Chester Sands, of that city. They have 
one child, Robert Charles Walden, born August 12, 1943. Mr. 
Walden has membership in the Methodist Episcopal church, belongs 
to the Masonic fraternity and is a Rotarian, his interests centering 
in those channels through which flows the greatest and most perma- 
nent good to the greatest number. 


Dr. JOSEPH JOEL GRAMLING JR., a Milwaukee physician and sur- 
geon of liberal training and of wide experience, is an associate of the 
Gramling Clinic, one of the valued professional institutions of this 
character in the city.. Born at St. Martins in Milwaukee County, in 
1910, he is a son of Dr. Joseph Joel and Juliana (Link) Gramling, 
both born in Dousman, Waukesha County, Wisconsin, and_ repre- 
sentatives of two of the oldest and best known families of this section 
of the state, having been established here during the period of early 
settlement. Dr. Joseph J. Gramling Sr., who was born June 26, 1881, 
is ason of Anthony and Theresa (Schetzler) Gramling, both of whom 
were born in Germany, whence Anthony Gramling came to America 
in the early 1840s, at the age of seventeen years. He made his way 
westward to Wisconsin and soon after his arrival took up Govern- 
ment land in Waukesha County, near Dousman, after which he 
cleared and developed it, converting it into an excellent farm, on 
which he lived until his death in 1913. The place has never been out 
of the possession of the family and is now owned by his grandsons, 
Drs. Joseph J. and Henry J. and their brother, Ferdinand Gramling. 
It consists of five hundred acres, where they conduct a large dairy 
business and also breed pure Holstein cattle. 

It was upon this place that Dr. Joseph J. Gramling Sr. spent his 
youth, early becoming familiar with the best agricultural methods 
of that day. He also attended the nearby country school and when 
eighteen years of age entered Valparaiso College at Valparaiso, In- 
diana. Desiring to take up a professional career, he enrolled as a 
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medical student in Marquette University and there was accorded his 
M.D. degree at his graduation May 15, 1905. Opening an office at 
St. Martins, Milwaukee County, he there remained in successful prac- 
tice for eleven years, after which he sought the broader opportunities 
offered in the city and came to Milwaukee in 1918. Here he has 
since continued in practice and since 1920 has been a partner in the 
Gramling Clinic. 

On the Ist of October, 1907, Dr. Joseph J. Gramling married 
Juliana Link, who died in 1913. She was born at Dousman on a farm 
adjoining the Gramling place and her father, John Link, was also 
born there. He was a son of David Link, who was born in Germany 
and with three brothers came to the United States in 1839. He 
entered a claim in Waukesha County, where he was a contemporary 
of Talbot C. Dousman, who made the first ‘claim in Ottawa, now 
Dousman, in 1887. The land which David Link entered has been 
handed down in the family through four generations, covering more 
than a century, and is now owned and operated by Dr. J. J. Gramling 
Sr. Unto him and his wife have been born two sons and two daugh- 
ters: Margaret, who was graduated from Marquette University with 
the Bachelor of Arts degree; Joseph J.; Dorothy Lou, a graduate of 
Mount Mary College; and Lieutenant James Anthony Gramling, who 
is a graduate of Marquette high school and Detroit University, where 
he won his degree in aerial engineering. He is now in the United 
States Navy as an air force engineer. 

Dr. Joseph J. Gramling, whose name introduces this record, en- 
tered Marquette Academy and after the reorganization of the school 
two years after his entry he spent two years as a high school pupil. 
He next entered Marquette University in preparation for the practice 
of medicine and surgery and won his M.D. degree as a member of the 
class of 1984. Immediately after his graduation he became connected 
with the Milwaukee County General Hospital, where he spent four 
years as interne and resident surgeon, gaining that broad and valuable 
experience which is never acquired as rapidly in any other connection 
as in hospital practice. In 1937 he joined his father, with whom he 
has since been associated, and he has contributed in large measure 
to the success of the Gramling Clinic, which is well equipped and is 
rendering excellent service to the community. 

Doctor Gramling married Marcy Walsh, a native of Chicago and 
a daughter of Michael and Marie Walsh, both now deceased. Mrs. 
Gramling is a graduate of Mount Mary College and received her 
Master’s degree from Loyola University of Chicago, where she ma- 
jored in sociology and was active in social welfare work after finishing 
her university course. Doctor and Mrs. Gramling now have a family 
of five children, namely: Joseph J. III, Luanne, Jon Michael, Paul 
Jennings and Jane Marie. The family has opportunity to participate 
in a most interesting celebration, the occasion being an annual re- 
union of the Gramling and Link families held at Dousman. ‘The 
descendants of these two pioneer families of Waukesha now number 
in the hundreds and come from many states to attend this yearly 
reunion. 

Viewed from the professional standpoint the record of Doctor 
Gramling of this review has been one of steady progress, for at all 
times he has kept abreast of the advancement that has been made in 
medical and surgical procedure, to which end he is a member of the 
American Medical Association, the Wisconsin State Medical Society, 
the Medical Society of Milwaukee County. He is also a fellow of the 
American College of Surgeons and is associate professor of clinical 
surgery in Marquette Medical School. He is now chairman of the 
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executive committee of the cancer clinic of the Milwaukee County 
Medical Society and is the president of the Marquette Medical Alumni 
Association. 


HENRY NEWMAN BILLS is the president and treasurer of the 
Independent Milwaukee Brewing Company, and various. other 
important business interests of Milwaukee have felt the stimulus of 
his cooperation and sound business judgment. Born in Franksville, 
Racine County, Wisconsin, December 17, 1868, he is a son of Newman 
and Serena (Graves) Bills, both natives of New York State, whence 
they were brought to Wisconsin in their childhood days by their 
respective parents. - His grandparents on the paternal side were 
Samuel and Mary Anna (Filmore) Bills, the former a farmer 
throughout his entire life save for the four years when he defended 
the Union as.a Civil War soldier. His last days were spent in Utah. 
His son, Newman Bills, was proprietor of a hotel for a time and later 
carried on a general contracting business until his death in 1875. 

Henry N. Bills was but six weeks old when his parents established 
the family home in Milwaukee and was a lad of only seven years when 
his father died. He attended the public schools to the age of twelve 
and then began working in the Chase Glass Works that he might aid 
the family finances. His job was handling beer bottles, but after two 
years he went to Chicago, where he was employed for a year and then 
proceeded to St. Louis, where he spent two years in the employ of 
the National Stamping Company. During the succeeding eight years 
he was in New York, first with a publishing company and later with 
the Third Avenue horse car line, but he was desirous of engaging in 
business on his own account and returned to Milwaukee, where he 
invested the meney he had saved from his earnings in the purchase of 
the August Vogt Hotel at the corner of Eighth and Mitchell streets. 
He also conducted “Bills Tavern” at Eighth and Chambers streets, 
opposite the baseball park, and became proprietor of the Granite 
House, which was largely patronized by farmers, who always congre- 
gated at his place. In 1892 he joined the Milwaukee Brewing 
Company, working for fifteen dollars per week at selling and deliver- 
ing. His hours were long and his tasks arduous, but with his horse 
and wagon he became a familiar sight on Milwaukee’s streets, being 
well known when in 1900 the business was sold. It was then that 
Mr. Bills became one of the founders of the Independent Milwaukee 
Brewing Company, the name Independent being chosen to differ- 
entiate it from the old Milwaukee Brewing Company. In this venture 
he was associated with William Gutnecht, Charles Everts and Emil 
Czarnki. They raised one thousand dollars, organized the company 
and Mr. Bills, with his horse and buggy, visited all sections of the 
city and developed six routes for the trade. Steadily the business has 
increased and today, owing to its continuous success, Mr. Bills, now 
the ‘president and treasurer of the company, can sit in his well 
appointed offices and direct the efforts of those in his employ. Close 
application and unflagging energy have been the features in his 
business progress and today in addition to the brewery business he is 
a director of the West Side Bank, the Schroeder Hotels Corporation 
and the Old Line Life Insurance Company, while of the Astor Hotel 
Corporation he is the vice president. 

Mr. Bills is active in the civic and club life of the city. He 
belongs to Harmony Lodge, F. & A. M., has attained the thirty-second 
degree in Scottish Rite Masonry and is a member of Tripoli 
Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S. He is also identified with the Elks and is a 
member of the Blue Mound Country Club, 
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In December, 1894, Mr. Bills married Martha Schultz, who was: 
born in Milwaukee, September 28, 1878, a daughter of Frederick 
Schultz. They have a family of two sons and a daughter, of whom 
Harry E. Bills, the secretary and general manager of the business, is 
the eldest. Henry Newman Bills Jr., the second son, a graduate 
of the Milwaukee Country Day School, is the vice president of the 
Independent Milwaukee Brewing Company, in charge of production. 
He is a master brewer and entered the business in 1921. He is 
affiliated with the Knights Templar Commandery. Or-Dehlia, the 
only daughter of the family, is now the wife of Robert Roy Elsner, of 
Milwaukee. The father is still actively associated with business but 
is now taking life somewhat easier, spending the winters in Florida, 
where he owns a home, then three months in Milwaukee, after which 
he goes to northern Wisconsin, where he has a summer home. 

Harry E. Bills, associated with the Independent Milwaukee Brew- 
ing Company as general manager, has largely been in control since 
1910. He was born in Milwaukee, March 9, 1896, here attended the 
public schools and was a member of the class of 1915 in the South 
Division high school. In a way he has been connected with the 
brewing industry since his school days, for during vacations and for 
four years, from 1914 to 1918, he was regularly employed, this 
covering his last year in high school and the succeeding three years. 
In 1918, when the prohibition law was enacted, the adjustment of the 
business to the altered conditions proved too much for his father to 
do alone and Harry E. Bills gave up his studies at the University of 
Wisconsin, returning home to assist his father. They converted their 
plant to the manufacture of malts and soft drinks, and later to 
making the three per cent beer and then, after the repeal of the 
eighteenth amendment, again took up the work of making regular 
beer, so that Harry E. Bills has been a most active factor in the . 
reconstruction of the business three times and has placed it upon a 
profitable basis. 

The wife of Mr. Bills was formerly Miss Dorothy R. Wagner, of 
Milwaukee, a daughter of Adolph F. Wagner, president of the A. F. 
Wagner Iron Works, which was a pioneer industry of the city, 
established in 1890. He was born in 1858, on the site of the present 
Milwaukee city hall, and he died April 24, 1944. The grandfather of 
Mrs. Bills on the maternal side was Francis Biddle Hoffman, an 
early cabinetmaker of Milwaukee who came to this city from Germany 
in the late 1840s. The children of Harry E. and Dorothy R. (Wagner) 
Bills are: Barbara Ann, who is attending the Milwaukee Downer 
Seminary, and is sixteen years of age; Harry Edward, aged eleven; 
and Henry Newman Bills III, aged ten. They occupy a beautiful 
home on the lake front. Mr. Bills is widely known and popular in 
the club life of his native city, having membership in the Wisconsin 
Club, Milwaukee Athletic Club and Blue Mound. Country Club. He 
is also identified with Masonry, belonging to LaFayette Lodge No. 
265, F. & A. M., with the Knights Templar Commandery, the 
Consistory and Tripoli Temple of the Shrine. His high position in 
business circles is shown in the fact that he has been president since 
1933 of the Milwaukee Brewers Association. 


GEORGE L. GILKEY, who is vice president of the Anson-Gilkey 
Company, is also the president of the Citizens American Bank of 
Merrill and is identified with various other business enterprises of 
this section of the.state which have contributed in notable measure 
to upbuilding, progress and improvement. Born in Oshkosh, Wis- 
consin, he is a son of George F. and Elma (Lowd) Gilkey. The 
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_ father, a native of Maine, came to Wisconsin in young manhood, 
settling in Oshkosh, where he engaged in logging operations on the 
Wolt River. The Lowd family was also established in Wisconsin 
during the pioneer era in the history of the state, the maternal 
grandtather of George L. Gilkey arriving in 1846, making settlement 
at Waukau, Winnebago County, after walking the entire distance 
from Portage. 

George L. Gilkey, one of a family of four children, was educated 
in the Oshkosh schools and the University of Wisconsin, after which 
he was employed in a sawmill for a short time and later, in 1910, 
the Anson, Gilkey, Hurd Company was organized. Years before a 
furniture factory had been started where the present plant of the 
Anson-Gilkey Company is now located and afterward a Mr. Wehr- 
heim converted it into a sash and door manufactory. The ownership 
later passed to L. N. Anson, Frank Hixon and Sig. Heineman who 
organized the Anson-Hixon Company and purchased the Wehrheim 
plant, for its owner had not made it a profitable venture, nor had 
the previous furniture factory been one. The new company manu- 
factured sash and doors until 1908, when they discontinued. In 1910 
George M. Anson, a son of L. N. Anson, George L. Gilkey and Mr. 
Hurd took over the plant, which from that time forward was success- 
fully operated. Eventually Mr. Hurd sold his interest and the 
business is now carried. on by the Anson-Gilkey Company. Mr. 
Anson, one of its original promoters, is now deceased but his family 
still retain an interest in the business. Leonard Donoghue, a grand- 
son of L. N. Anson, is the president; George L. Gilkey, the vice 
president; Glen Converse, the secretary and general manager; and 
Charles Bruce, the treasurer. The plant has been enlarged from 
time to time, additions being made to meet the increased demands 
of the trade, and the business today ranks high in the industrial field 
of Merrill, furnishing employment to two hundred and fifty workmen. 
A new office building has recently been added to the property. The 
company, which manufactures only sash and doors, sells through 
jobbers, their trade extending to St. Louis, to Minneapolis, to North 
anid South Dakota, all through the New England states and as far 
to the southeast as Florida. 

Not only is Mr. Gilkey identified with the industrial activity of 
Merrill but is also a prominent figure in its financial circles, being 
the president of the Citizens American Bank, which is the successor of 
the first bank established here. More than sixty years ago there 
existed the First National Bank, and when S. Heineman, one of 
Merrill’s leading merchants of the early days, realized the need for 
better banking facilities he was joined by several other prominent citi- 
zens here in 1892 in organizing the National Bank of Merrill. In 1894 
this institution took over the private bank of George Haywood and 
in 1897 the First National Bank was taken over and the National 
Bank of Merrill thus became the only bank of the city. Its statement 
of 1892 showed a paid in capital stock of ninety thousand dollars. 
Its successor, the Citizens National Bank was reorganized in 1933 as 
the Citizens American State Bank, and as of June, 1945, the new bank 
had a capital of $100,000, surplus of $100,000 and undivided profits 
and reserves of $100,000, while deposits had passed $3,500,000. To 
better serve the community the stockholders and officers of the Citi- 
zens State Bank and the American State Bank merged the two several 
years ago. The merging was effected with George L. Gilkey as the 
president of the new institution; Charles W. Bruce, vice president; 
and F. C. H. Doepke as cashier. Myr. Gilkey has since retained this 
position and has further continued a potent factor in the business 
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‘development of his city as president of the Merrill Equipment Com-. 
pany; as secretary of the Page Milk Company; and as vice president 
of the Evansville (Ind.) Sash & Door Company. He is a man of 
determined spirit and unfaltering energy and enterprise, and his life 
story has ever been written in the terms of honorable success. 

Mr. Gilkey has also left the impress of his individuality and 
ability, as well as his public spirit, upon the political records of the 
state, having served as state chairman of the Republican party for 
a period of six years. He is fearless in the expression of his honest 
convictions and has ever worked consistently for what he believes 
to be for the best interests of the commonwealth. He is a thirty- 
-gecond degree Mason and also a member of the Shrine. 

In 1907 Mr. Gilkey married Madge Haskin, of Wausau, Wisconsin, 
a daughter of William J. and Maria (Empey) Haskin. The two sons 
of this marriage are George R. and John Nathaniel. The former, 
born in Aurora, Illinois, in 1909, was educated in the Merrill schools 
and the University of Wisconsin and is now a lieutenant, junior 
grade, in the United States Navy. He married Edna Bergman, of 
Merrill, and their two children are Susan and Judith. Jolin Nathaniel 
Gilkey, born in Merrill in 1916, completed his preliminary education 
here and then entered the University of Wisconsin. He is a staff 
sergeant in the army, stationed in Florida. He married Ann 
Weatherwax, of Champaign, Illinois, and they have one son, John 
Ndr: 


THE JOHNSON SERVICE COMPANY, born in a one-room workshop 
in Milwaukee in 1883, has grown into an industrial giant, manufactur- 
ing and installing automatic temperature and air conditioning control 
systems through branch offices in thirty major cities in the United 
States and Canada. 

The company was founded by Warren Seymour Johnson, who left 
his work as science and mathematics professor at the State Normal 
school, Whitewater, Wisconsin, to develop his idea of classroom tem- 
perature control. While at the school he had experimented with the 
building’s hot air furnace, hooking up an annunciator system elec- 
trically connected to a thermometer in each classroom. When the 
temperature in any room reached a predetermined maximum it would 
be recorded on the annunciator in the basement and the janitor would 
shut off the heat by closing the damper. The process was reversed 
when the room became too cool. 

This was a brillant idea and the talk of the heating industry in 
those pioneering days, but the system had one defect—the janitor was 
only human and wasn’t always on the job at the crucial moment. So 
Professor Johnson decided there must be some way to eliminate the 
human element in heat control and set out to find the method. 

Coming to Milwaukee, he obtained the financial backing of Wil- 
liam Plankington, the meat packer, finally worked out an automatic 
temperature control and began its manufacture. It proved a success 
from the very beginning. Professor Johnson’s genius was truly pro- 
lific. He brought out dozens of amazing new devices and improved 
on the old. . 

He is credited with having done some of the earliest work on 
storage batteries; he devised a pneumatic tube system for the trans- 
portation of mail; he designed and manufactured some of the first 
motor cars—both gasoline and steam; Johnson trucks were the first 
to be used by the United States post office; he produced motor ambu- 
lances for use in the Spanish-American War; the first horseless fire 
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engines; the largest tower clock in the world—and it’s still running 
after forty years; and a gas propulsion rocket train. 

The company also pioneered 'in radio and at the close of the nine- 
teenth century, in association with Dr. Lee De Forest, produced radio 
sets which established communication with lake steamers as far dis- 
tant from Milwaukee as Chicago and Ludington, Michigan. The 
Johnson wireless set was exhibited at the Paris exposition in 1900, 
together with one made by Marconi. The Johnson set won the silver 
medal; Marconi’s failed to place in the judging. 

Another of the company’s firsts was plastics. At a time when 
industry was just beginning to recognize the value of the modern 
phenol formaldehyde type of plastic, Johnson engineers realized the 
heat insulating qualities of the new material and adopted it in design- 
ing bases for mounting metal thermostats. The plastic thoroughly in- 
sulated the thermostat against wall temperatures and made it sus- 
ceptible only to room temperature. 

Every advance in heating and air conditioning has required new 
devices and the Johnson company always has been abreast of the 
times. One of the outstanding achievements of the company was the 
manufacture and installation of temperature control for the U.S.S. 
Marigold, the army’s newest hospital ship, and for many other war- 
time vessels. The most thorough and exacting research was required 
to meet the problem of giving proper temperature to the various 
parts of the ship, such as the operating rooms, the different types of 
bed wards and the crew’s quarters. The operating rooms were com- 
pletely air conditioned and other sections were regulated to provide 
the most beneficial temperatures to the casualties aboard. 

One of the proudest achievements of the company is its labor 
record. Of its present force more than 300 have received “loyalty” 
insignia for more than ten years of service; the average being around 
twenty-five years. Six employes have been with Johnson’s more 
than 50 years; 16 for 40 years, 64 for 30 years, 126 for 20 years. 

H. W. Ellis, the second president and general manager and now 
chairman of the board, went to work for Professor Johnson in 1894 
fifty years ago. J. A. Cutler, president and general manager since 
1938, has been with the company for thirty-two years, illustrating 
the established precedent of making all promotions from the ranks 
of the company’s personnel. Such close-knit, experienced cooperation 
has brought the company untold benefits and given it a character 
enjoyed by few other organizations. 

Mr. Ellis, upon rising to the presidency in 1912, was instrumental 
in changing the business from the manufacture of a dozen or so 
devices to concentration on automatic temperature control systems 
for heating, cooling, ventilating and air conditioning industrial plants, 
hospitals, schools and apartment buildings. Under his leadership the 
company developed its nation-wide engineering service organization 
to design and install its product. 2 

The company does not attempt to sell individual items of equip- 
ment but specializes in the distribution of complete control systems, 
each individually tailored for its particular purpose. There are 
thirty-one direct factory branches, each operated by graduate en- 
gineers whose ability has been tested by years of experience. The 
company, doing all of its own installation work, is one of the largest 
single employers of union steamfitters in the country. 

The business today is carried on through three district divisions. 
The western district, which includes Buffalo, Milwaukee, Minne- 
apolis, Denver, Salt Lake City, Seattle, Portland, San Francisco and 
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Los Angeles, is under the immediate supervision of Mr. Cutler. The 
central division is under O. G. Ward, the vice-president. The eastern 
division is under the management of M. F. Rather. The company’s 
sales in Canada are handled by the Johnson Temperature Regulating 
Company of Canada, Ltd., a subsidiary wholly owned by officers and 
directors of the parent company. It has branches in all the large 
cities of the Dominion. There are many Wisconsin men in the John- 
son organization throughout the country, including the three men- 
tioned above. 

The word Progress has dominated the company since its founding, 
and Perfection in Manufacture has been its watchword. 


HARRY W. ELLIS, although retired, is still active as chairman of 
the board of the Johnson Service Company of Milwaukee. He was 
born in that city in 1866, a son of Henry P. and Mary (Whitridge) 
Ellis. The father was born in Boston, Massachusetts, in 1828, and 
came to Milwaukee in 1855, where he died in 1904. His wife was 
at a native of Massachusetts, having been born and educated in 

alem. 

After his graduation from the old Milwaukee high school in 1883 
Harry W. Ellis was employed on the Evening Wisconsin until 1895, 
when he became associated with the Johnson Service Company. He 
started work as a salesman and learned every detail of the company’s 
business, much of his early experience having been gained in the 
Chicago office. At the death of Warren 8. Johnson, the founder of 
the business, in 1912 Mr. Ellis was elected to the presidency. He 
returned to Milwaukee to take over his new duties and remained in 
that position until 1988, when he became chairman of the board of 
directors. During the twenty-five years that he headed the organiza- 
tion Mr. Ellis brought the Johnson Service Company to a position of 
undeniable leadership in its field. 

For many years Mr. Ellis was active in the Wisconsin National 
Guard, becoming a charter member of Battery A, First Wisconsin 
Light Artillery, of which he was made a lieutenant, followed by a 
promotion to a captaincy. During World War I he served in the 
Wisconsin Home Guard as major of the First Battalion, First Regi- 
ment. 

Mr. Ellis married Miss Mildred Logan, of Indianapolis, Indiana, 
and they became parents of two daughters. Harriett is the wife of 
William B. Osgood, a resident of Ogden Dunes, Indiana, and they 
have two children, Lynn and William B. III. The younger daughter, 
Charlotte, is the wife of John 8. O’Gorman, of Birmingham, Michi- 
gan, a branch manager of the Johnson Service Company, and the 
O’Gormans also have two children, Scott Ellis and Sharon. Mr, Ellis 
is a member of the Milwaukee Club and formerly was identified with 
the Milwaukee Country Club, the Blue Mound Country Club, the 
Milwaukee Athletic Club and the University Club. 


JOSEPH A. CUTLER has been the president and general manager 
of the Johnson Service Company of Milwaukee since 1938. The Com- 
pany is engaged in the manufacture and installation of automatic 
temperature and air-conditioning control systems. Mr. Cutler was 
born in Dodgeville, lowa County, Wisconsin, in 1886, a son of Joseph 
A. and Letitia (Carson) Cutler, also natives of this state. 

The paternal grandfather, Thomas Cutler, came to the Middle 
West in 1835, establishing his home in Iowa County when Wisconsin 
was still under territorial rule,.and he became very friendly with 
Black Hawk, the Indian chieftain. Mr. Cutler cleared the land, 
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which he converted into a good farm, and thereon he reared a large 
family. His death occurred in 1893, when he had reached the ven- 
erable age of ninety-five years. His son, Joseph A., married Letitia 
Carson, and they had a family of seven children, six of whom have 
reached adult age and are still residents of Wisconsin. 

At the usual age Joseph A. Cutler, whose name introduces this 
record, began his education in the public schools of Dodgeville and 
continued his studies there until he had completed the high school 
course. He then enrolled in the University of Wisconsin, where he 
won his Bachelor of Science degree in engineering as a member of the 
class of 1909. For three years thereafter he remained at the Uni- 
versity as an instructor in that field of knowledge and then joined 
the Johnson Service Company of Milwaukee. In that same year the 
founder and first president of the Johnson Company, Warren Sey- 
mour Johnson, died and H. W. Ellis became the executive head of 
the organization. 

Mr. Cutler opened the office of the company in Dallas, Texas, and 
then served in various capacities, acting as sales and as branch man- 
ager at Chicago for some time and later filling the positions of sales 
manager and vice president, still with his headquarters in Chicago. 
With the retirement of Mr. Ellis in 1938 Mr. Cutler was elected to 
the presidency, which he has now filled for seven years. He is a 
member of the American Society of Heating and Ventilating En- 
gineers and of several other engineering societies. 

In Chicago Mr. Cutler married Bernice Jacobs, a native of that 
city and a daughter of Charles and Matilda Jacobs. They are the 
parents of two children. Patricia was educated at Milwaukee Downer 
Seminary in Milwaukee and is attending the Finch Girls School of 
New York City as this is written. Joseph A. III is receiving his early 
education in the Milwaukee Country Day School at the present time. 
Mr. Cutler has membership in the Rotary Club and the University 
Club of Milwaukee and is active in the University of Wisconsin alumni 
affairs. 


Dr. MELVIN W. STUESSY, a physician and surgeon practising at 
Brodhead, Green County, was born in Mount Horeb, Wisconsin, 
August 25, 1905, his parents being Lorenz and Mary Catherine 
(Whitt) Stuessy, who are farming people and are still living in this 
state. The ancestry is traced back to Switzerland, whence the great- 
grandfather, Melchior Stuessy, came at the age of seventeen, in 1845. 
He spent three years in New Jersey and then, in 1848, migrated to 
Green County, Wisconsin, when it was largely a frontier region. At 
about that time a number of Swiss families from the Canton of Glarus 
established the little community that has grown to be the attractive 
town of New Glarus. Melchior Stuessy married Catherine Legler in 
1857, and their first child was Jacob, born in New Glarus in 1858. He 
became a farmer and also engaged in cheese making, owning at one 
time eight cheese factories and doing much to further the industry in 
this part of the state. His wife was Anna Luchsinger, of Monroe. 
Jacob Stuessy met accidental death in 1909; Anna Stuessy survived 
to the age of eighty, her death occurring in 1934. 

Lorenz, the son of Jacob and Anna Stuessy, was born in the town- 
ship of Exeter in Green County, December 19, 1883. At the age of 
twelve he moved with his family to a half-section in the township of 
Verona. In November, 1904, he married Mary Catherine Whitt. 

The Doctor’s grandfather on the maternal side was William C. 
Whitt, a native of South Carolina. Flora C. Bell came to this country 
with her parents at the age of two from Scotland who took up a Gov- 
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ernment claim in Sugar River Valley, township of Cross Plains. She 
married William C. Whitt in 1882 and after their marriage they lived 
on eighty acres of land of the original Bell claim, which is still in the 
possession of the Doctor’s family. Mr. Whitt came to Wisconsin from 
Virginia in 1861 and obtained a Government claim in the Wisconsin 
River valley near Arena. 

The Whitt family, though living in the South, did not believe in 
slavery, and in 1861 they left their Virginia home and made the then 
long journey to Wisconsin. From New Orleans they made their way 
up the Mississippi River and thence up the Wisconsin River. Mr. Whitt 
obtained a Government claim in the Wisconsin River valley, near 
Arena. There he developed a farm on which he and his wife spent their 
‘remaining days, contributing in substantial measure to the work of 
planting the seeds of civilization in that new region. He converted his 
claim into a productive tract of land and eighty acres of the original 
farm is still in the possession of the Doctor’s family. Wiliam Whitt 
died in 1934. His wife reached the notable age of ninety-six, departing 
this life in December, 1944. 

Doctor Stuessy attended the country school, later the high school 
at Madison, and subsequently received vocational and agricultural 
training, securing his Bachelor of Science degree at the University of 
Wisconsin in 1934. He also took some pre-medical work there. Enter- 
ing the University of Louisville in Kentucky, he was there accorded 
his M.D. degree at his graduation in 1937. His initial practical experi- 
ence as interne for a year in the Louisville City Hospital was followed 
by another year’s interneship in the Madison (Wisconsin) General 
Hospital. Opening a private office in Brodhead, August 8, 1938, he 
has since continued in active practice here as a physician and surgeon 
whose ability has brought liberal and well deserved patronage. 
Through his membership in the Green County Medical Society, the 
Wisconsin State Medical Association and the American Medical Asso- 
ciation, as well as through private reading and study, he keeps in 
touch with the advanced work that is being done along the line of his 
chosen calling. 

Fraternally he is a Mason, a member of the Eastern Star and of 
the Knights of Pythias. Aside from his professional activity in Brod- 
head he is serving on the staffs of the St. Clair and Monroe hospitals 
at Monroe and the Municipal hospital at Beloit. 

On the 19th of March, 1932, Doctor Stuessy was united in marriage 
to Miss Helen Morrison, of Alliance, Ohio, and they have three chil- 
dren:: Eugene, born in 1933, Flora, born in 1940, and Lawrence, born 
in 1944. 


NORMAN F. FECHTNER is one of the youngest members practicing 
at the bar in Merrill and yet has already achieved a position that 
justifies his friends in prophesying for him a very successful future. 
He was born in Merrill, January 3, 1911, and is-a representative of 
one of the old families of this section of the state. His grandparents, 
Julius and Ernestine Fechtner, were natives of Germany, whence 
they came to the United States in 1866, settling in Wausau, Wis- 
consin, where the former was active in the business life of the 
community as a carpenter and cabinet maker. He died at the age 
of fifty-nine years and his wife survived until 1922, passing away 
ai the advanced age of eighty-seven years. They were the parents 
of tive children. 

William J. Fechtner, their second child, was born in Wausau, 
August 8, 1868, and after finishing his education in the Wausau 
schools he started out in the business world in 1884, when sixteen 
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years of age, by securing employment in a meat market, in which he 
learned the business. He remained in his native city until 1887 and 
then came to Merrill, where he obtained a position in the meat 
market of Jule Thielman, with whom he continued until 1917. For 
several years thereafter he engaged in farming but in 1921 returned 
to Merrill and purchased the meat market of R. Maas. While con- 
ducting the business he began the manufacture of sausage, specializ- 
ing in summer sausage, and in this connection he has built up a 
reputation that has-made the Fechtner product known far and wide. 
He developed the process which he is using, and the excellence of 
the output has gained for him an extensive patronage. He married 
Miss Mary Hufert, of Waukesha, Wisconsin, and they have five 
children, of whom Elmer, a graduate of the University of Wisconsin, 
and j.eonard are now engaged in the meat business with their 
father. The other sons of the family are Harold, a physician practic- 
ing et Wausau, Herbert, operating a fruit ranch at Fresno, California, 
and Norman. 

The last named, having attended the Merrill schools until he had 


-completed the work of the grades and high school, entered the Uni- 


versity of Wisconsin for the study of law and there won his LL.B. 
degree at his graduation with the class of 1939. He was admitted 
to the bar the same year and almost immediately was made municipal 
judge at Tomahawk, assuming the duties of the position in July, 
1939, and continuing in the office until 1942. He returned to Merrill 
in Januery, 1944, to establish his practice here, and already has made 
substantial and gratifying progress. In the fall election of 1944 he 
was elected to the office of district attorney. He is now filling the 
position in a manner entirely acceptable to the general public. 

Mr. Fechtner married Miss Irma Zimpel, of Boscobel, Wisconsin, 
who is a daughter of William and Grace Zimpel. She is a graduate 
of the Methodist Hospital at Madison, Wisconsin, where she was 
graduated as a registered nurse, after which she followed her pro- 
fession until her marriage. Mr. and Mrs. Fechtner have two 
children: Donald, who was born February 5, 1935, and Michael, 
boru July 25, 1939. Mr. Fechtner belongs to the Lutheran church, 
ig a member of the Junior Chamber of Commerce and chairman of 
the Lincoln District Boy Scouts of America. Along strictly profes- 
sional lines he is connected with the Lincoln County Bar Association 
and the Wisconsin State Bar Association. 


JOHN GILBERT HARDGROVE has been engaged in the practice of 
law in Wisconsin since 1904 and since 1916 has been a partner in 
the firm of Miller, Mack & Fairchild of Milwaukee, which is the 
oldest law firm in the state, having been in existence for more than a 
century. 

Born in Eden, Wisconsin, November 19, 1877, Mr. Hardgrove is 
a son of Timothy and Bridget Cecelia (O’Loughlin) Hardgrove, both 
of whom were born in County Clare, Ireland, the former at Tulla on 
January 8, 1838, and the latter at Corofin, December 31, 1847, each 
being brought to America during childhood days. The Hardgrove 
family arrived in Wisconsin in 1848 and settled on a farm in Fond du 
Lac County. Timothy Hardgrove at various stages of his life was a 
laborer, a merchant and a farmer, and at all times took an active 
interest in public affairs. In 1872 he served as chief of police at 
Fond du Lac. In 1876 he removed to the village of Eden, where he 
conducted a general store until 1879 and where he also served as post- 
master. For a number of years he filled the office of town chairman 
and when Eden was incorporated he became president of the village. 
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In 1893 and 1894 he was deputy sheriff at Fond du Lac. Afterward 
he returned to Eden and engaged in farming. In 1914 he returned to 
Fond du Lac, where he died December 19, 1923, his remains being 
laid to rest in Calvary cemetery. 

Timothy Hardgrove married Bridget Cecelia O’Loughlin, a 

daughter of Peter O’Loughlin, who was educated as an engineer in 
Ireland and after immigrating to Wisconsin was elected to the office 
of surveyor of Fond du Lac County in 1852. He did much work in 
surveying and laying out roads. He did work on the Sheboygan and 
Fond du Lac plank road and on other roads in that section of Fond 
du Lac County. 
_ In the family of Timothy and Bridget Cecelia (O’Loughlin) Hard- 
grove were six children, all of whom are yet living in Wisconsin, as 
follows: Dr. Joseph H. Hardgrove, who is a practicing physician of 
Eden; George F., a funeral director of Fond du Lac; Timothy A., a 
dentist of Fond du Lac who is widely known for his research work in 
oral surgery; J. Gilbert, whose name introduces this record; Mary T., 
a retired schoolteacher living in Fond du Lac; and M. Ellen, who is 
teaching in the Milwaukee schools. 

After attending the district schools of Eden, where he received 
his elementary schooling, J. Gilbert Hardgrove entered high school 
in Fond du Lac, where he was graduated in 1895. He then became a 
teacher in the district schools of Fond du Lae County. In 1899 he 
enrolled as a law student in the University of Wisconsin, where he 
won his Bachelor of Laws degree on June 20, 1901. He then practiced 
in Fond du Lac, independent of partnership relation, until 1904, when 
he became associated with T. L. Doyle under the firm name of Doyle 
& Hardgrove, this connection being maintained until 1909, when Mr. 
Hardgrove came to Milwaukce and entered the office of Miller, Mack 
& Fairchild as an associate. In 1916 he was admitted to partnership 
relations. The development of this firm is a matter of historic in- 
terest and the record is given on another page of this work. 

While a resident of Fond du Lac County Mr. Hardgrove served as 
court commissioner from 1904 until 1909 and he was also a member 
of the board of trustees of the Fond du Lac Public Library from 
1907 to 1909. After coming to Milwaukee he was made a member 
of the board of law examiners, serving from 1915 until 1918. During 
the first World War he volunteered for military duty and was about 
to be commissioned for service in the judge advocate’s office when the 
Armistice was signed. 

In Fond du Lac, on the 7th of August, 1907, Mr. Hardgrove mar- 
ried Katherine Agnes McMahon, who is a native of that city, born 
January 8, 1878. She is a daughter of James and Catherine (Lloyde) 
McMahon, both natives of Ireland. Her father, who was born in 
Navan, County Meath, in 1839, came to America in early life and 
served in the Union Army throughout the Civil War as a member 
of Company E, First Vermont Cavalry. He died in Fond du Lac, 
September 23, 1914. Mrs. Hardgrove was graduated from the Fond 
du Lac high school and afterward engaged in teaching in the rural 
and village schools of the county and in the Fond du Lac city schools. 
The Hardgrove residence is at 3375 North Summit Avenue. In poli- 
tics Mr. Hardgrove has always been a Democrat. His religious faith 
is that of the Roman Catholic church and he belongs to the Knights 
of Columbus. His fraternity is Phi Delta Phi and his social connec- 
tions are with the Milwaukee, University, Milwaukee Athletic and 
Blue Mound Golf and Country clubs, all of Milwaukee. Along pro- 
fessional lines he is identified with the American Law Institute, the 
American Bar Association, the American Judicature Society, the 
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Wisconsin State Bar Association, of which he was the president in 
1930-31, and the Milwaukee County Bar Association, which he served 
as president in 1921-22. Mr. Hardgrove’s name is widely known 
through his authorship of various articles contributed to legal 
journals. 


ELLSWORTH C,. SMITH, an attorney of Tomahawk who has engaged 
in the practice of law in Wisconsin since 1910, was born October 14, 
1878, in Ahnapee, now Algoma, Kewaunee County, Wisconsin, a son 
of John B. and Maria Jane (Hilton) Smith and a grandson of John 
Smith, who joined the gold rush to California in 1849 and was never 
seen again, his family believing that he was killed because of the 
knowledge he had of a gold strike. His son, John B. Smith, was born 
in Chicago and became a Civil War veteran, serving with the Thirty- 
ninth Volunteer Infantry in defense of the Union. He married 
Maria Jane Hilton, and their children were Robert Preston, Walter, 


_Elsworth and Elsie. The first named served in World War I as a 


member of the Merchant Marine. He has always been fond of 
travel, as well as intensely interested in his line of work, and he 
hoped the time would come again when he could once more sail the 
seas. After the war, however, he married and reared a family, 
which took all of his effort, but at the outbreak of World War II he 
again presented himself for enlistment, was accepted and is once 
more with the Merchant Marine, while four of his sons are also in 
military service, one being a member of the Coast Guard, another 
of the Merchant Marine, while the third is a foreign correspondent 
and the fourth is in the conflict in the southern Pacific, having parti- 
cipated in the hard fought engagement on Tarawa. 

Ellsworth Smith pursued his education in the public schools of 
Algoma until he had completed the high school course and afterward 
he pursued. a business course in Lawrence College at Appleton. 
Later he began preparation for the bar in the Northern Illinois 
College of Law, was graduated in 1910 and the same year entered 
upon active practice, opening an office in Gillett, Wisconsin. While 
there residing he served as justice of the peace and was a member 
of the village council, taking active and helpful part in the public 
affairs of his community. In 1914 he removed to Seymour, Wis- 
consin, where he served as municipal judge for ten years and also 
filled the office of city attorney there. Removing from Seymour to 
Appleton, he there continued in active practice for five years, after 
which he came to Tomahawk in December, 1929, and has since success- 
fully practiced his profession here. 

Mr. Smith is regarded as an able lawyer and one who is always 
loyal to the highest interests of his chosen calling. He has here 
filled the office of city attorney, has been municipal judge and has 
also served as a member of the board of education, the school system 
finding in him a stalwart champion. He is a member of the Sixteenth 
Judicial Circuit Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Associa- 
tion and the American Bar Association, and he has the confidence 
and respect of his fellow members of the legal profession. A public 
spirited man, he is always interested in matters pertaining to the 
general good and he is now serving as associate appeal agent for 
Lincoln County. 

Mr. Smith married Lillian Empey, of Stevens Point, Wisconsin, 
where she was graduated from the State Teachers College. They 
have a family of two sons and two daughters: John E., who was born 
January 29, 1913, was graduated from the high school of Tomahawk 
and was attending the University of Wisconsin when he enlisted for 
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military service. He is in Germany with the Seventh Infantry 
Division and is a master sergeant. He married Wilma Cook, and 
they have two children, Loxie Lee and John Ellsworth. Maurice I. 
Smith, the second son, completed the high school course in Tomahawk, 
after which he studied in the University of Wisconsin and the State 
Teachers College at Stevens Point. He joined the civil aeronautic 
administration as an instructor and he is now a pilot with the Amer- 
ican Airlines. He married Marion Strong, and they have one son, 
David Ellsworth. Florence H., the elder daughter of the family, is 
a graduate of the Tomahawk high school and the Stevens Point 
Teachers College and is now engaged in teaching. Genevieve, born 
August 12, 1920, also completed courses in the same schools as 
her sister and is now teaching in a grade school at Rhinelander, 
Wisconsin. Both Mr. and Mrs. Smith are active members of the 
Methodist church, and she also takes a helpful part in Red Cross 
work, especially in connection with the United Service Organization. 
Mr. Smith has membership with the Independent Order of Odd 

Fellows and the Modern Woodmen of America. , 


GEUDER, PAESCHKE & FREY COMPANY has one of the pioneer 
business enterprises of Milwaukee and continuously through the years 
since 1882 has been a contributing factor to the industrial develop- 
ment and growing prosperity of the city. At the time the business 
was started cooking and baking were largely done in utensils gen- 
erally known as tinware, made of tinplate. Later cooking utensils 
were made of enameled ware, aluminum, stainless steel and glass. 
From the inception of the business until about the year 1904 tin- 
plate, out of which tinware is manufactured, was imported from 
Wales. It was not made in the United States, except for a few spe- 
cialties, until after the passage of the McKinley tariff act in 1893. 

In the early days candle molds, which were made in several sizes, 
were included in the housewares or tinware items, indicating that 
many people were still burning candles of their own manufacture, 
and coffee flasks, now replaced by the thermos bottle, were also a 
staple item. In the early days of the company’s existence it was 
also customary to have torchlight processions during presidential 
campaigns and the firm made many thousands of torches every four 
years for this purpose, the torches consisting of a wick inserted in a 
tin oil container, attached to a wooden stick or handle. 

All through the years Geuder, Paeschke & Frey Company has 
kept pace with the trend in progress along its lines, and in 1892 
began the manufacture of what is known as galvanized ware, includ- 
ing such household items as washtubs, water pails, garbage cans, ash 
cans, coal hods, sprinklers or watering pots, baskets and similar items. 
Galvanized tubs and pails were then beginning to take the place of 
wooden washtubs and wooden waterpails. ; 

The year 1896 was the year of the great Klondike gold rush. Dur- 
ing that time the firm made many carloads of sheet steel camp kettles 
and tinplate solid lip coffee boilers for the Klondike trade. These 
items were specially constructed and assembled without any soldering 
because they were used over blazing open fires and soldered seams 
would leak or soldered trimmings would fall off. 

During a period of five years, from 1893 to 1898, the firm was 
manufacturing sheet steel vault furniture, such as document files, 
check files, roller book shelves, drawers for filing papers, etc. The 
outstanding contract. taken by the firm during that period was for 
the steel vault and office furniture for the Minneapolis courthouse 
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and city hall. In 1891 Geuder, Paeschke & Frey began the manufac- 
ture of enameled ware or enameled cooking utensils, which at that 
time was supplanting tinware for domestic cooking purposes. Enam- 
eled ware was first produced in the United States in 1869. The firm 
imports materials from many parts of the world, securing tin from 
Malaya and the Dutch East Indies until interrupted by World War 
II, and also from Bolivia, while their kryolith comes from Greenland, 
palm oil from Africa, saltpeter from Chile, cobalt from Turkey, anti- 
mony and tung oil from China and special clays from England and 
France. Its products are shipped to all parts of the United States 
from Maine to California and from the Canadian border to Texas. 

The officials of the company have always been men of marked 
business and executive ability who have directed the affairs of the 
company wisely and well with the result that theirs has been a con- 
stantly expanding enterprise and a valuable asset to the commercial 
and manufacturing interests of Milwaukee. 

William Geuder, one of the founders and the first president of 
the company, was born in Milwaukee, April 30, 1852, and his wife, 
Emma (Paeschke) Geuder, was also a native of the same city. He 
became associated with his father in the tinware business, learning 
the tinsmith’s trade in his father’s shop, and in 1880 he aided in 
the organization of the firm of Geuder, Paeschke & Company, serving 
as its president until his death, April 27, 1903. He was also at one 
time president of the Milwaukee school board. 

Charles A. Paeschke, who succeeded Mr. Geuder in the presidency, 
was born in Milwaukee, December 25, 1857, of German parents, and 
was educated in Fond du Lac, in the public schools of Milwaukee and 
the West Hill school, then a branch of the German-English Academy. 
He also attended the Spencerian Business College, and on August 10, 
1872, he became an employe in the office of Tappan, McKillip & Com- 
pany. Later he was with Solomon Roth, a leaf tobacco dealer, and for 
seven years was associated with J. H. Rice & Friedman, wholesale 
dealers in notions. On January 1, 1880, he joined William Geuder 
in forming the firm of Geuder, Paeschke & Company, of which he 


- became vice president: In 1882 the firm name was changed to Geuder 


& Paeschke Manufacturing Company and in 1908 became the Geuder, 
Paeschke & Frey Company. He was a life member of the Elks and 
Milwaukee Athletic clubs and belonged to the Old Settlers, West Side 
Old Settlers and German Press clubs, the Washington Park Zoological 
Society, the Arion and Milwaukee clubs, Wisconsin State Historical 
Society, American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical Engineers, 
American Iron and Steel Institute, National Association of’ Manufac- 
turers, United States Chamber of Commerce, National Geographic 
Society and National Travel Club. He remained president of Geuder, 
Paeschke & Frey Company from 1908 until his death, April 28, 1934. 
His wife, Mathilda E. Tubesing, whom he married April 26, 1882, 
died December 29, 1942. Their two sons were Charles W. and Paul. 
Charles W. Paeschke, who became president of the Geuder, 
Paeschke & Frey Company in 1986, was born in Milwaukee and on 
February 22, 1903, became an employe of the firm of which his father 
was a member. He had studied in the West Division high school and 
later attended the University of Wisconsin, and in business he worked 
his way steadily upward. He was a director of the National House 
Furnishings Association, president of the Wisconsin Club and a 
member of the Blue Mound Country, Milwaukee Athletic, Rotary and 
Milwaukee Motor clubs. He also belonged to the Milwaukee Asso- 
ciation of Commerce and was a Mason of high rank and a Shriner. 
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He married Lydia Kurz, and their son, August K., is now vice presi- 
dent of the Geuder, Paeschke & Frey Company. He was born in 
Milwaukee, July 22, 1914, and after attending the Northwestern 
Military Academy, was a student at Dartmouth College. He has been 
with the firm since August 9, 1936, became secretary in 1936, a di- 
rector in 1988 and vice president in 1945. In April, 1942, he was 
commissioned a second lieutenant in World War II, was advanced to 
the rank of first lieutenant and was made a captain in March, 1943, 
and is still in the service. In connection with the business he is of the 
third generation of the family. He was married June 19, 1937, to 
Barbara Scott, of Ripon, Wisconsin, and they have two children— 
- Charles Scott and Ann. 

The Frey family has been represented on the official roster of the 
Geuder, Paeschke & Frey Company by F. J. Frey, who was born 
April 21, 1859, in Fond du Lac, this state, his parents having come 
from Germany in 1848. He attended the German-English Academy |. 
of Fond du Lac from 1865 to 1870 and the German-English Academy 
of Milwaukee from 1871 to 1875. He then returned to Fond du Lac, 
where he became an apprentice in the machine shop of the Hiner & 
White Company. The year 1877 found him again in Milwaukee, 
where he was with the commission house of Zinnz, Goetz & Company 
until 1879. After spending a part of 1879 as stock clerk with the 
Hansen Empire Fur Company he joined the J. H. Rice & Friedmann 
Company and on January 1, 1882, became a stockholder of the Geuder 
& Paeschke Manufacturing Company. He went to the Chicago fac- 
tory, which in 1883 was removed to Milwaukee, and he became secre- 
tary and treasurer. In 1935 he was elected to the presidency and in 
1936 became chairman of the board. For more than twenty-five years 
he was a trustee of the Milwaukee Musical Society and was a member 
of the Milwaukee Athletic, Calumet and Milwaukee University clubs 
and the West Side Kindergarten. He was married June 30, 1887, to 
Flora Paeschke and they have two children, Frank A. and Paula, wife 
of Judge G. G. Gehrz. 

Frank A. Frey, who became president and treasurer of the Geuder, 
Paeschke & Frey Company, was born in Milwaukee, April 16, 1888, 
and after his graduation from the University of Wisconsin in 1912, 
spent a year in Huropean travel, inspecting metal stamping and enam- 
eling plants. On his return he began with the Geuder, Paeschke & 
Frey Company, working in every department. In 1935 he became 
executive vice president and treasurer and in 1989 president and 
treasurer. He was active in the Milwaukee Association of Commerce 
and one of the organizers of its Foreman’s Safety School. He was 
chairman of the Association’s safety division from 1922 until 1925 and 
a director from 1923 to 1925. He was president of both the Wiscon- 
sin and Gyro clubs and a member of the University and Milwaukee 
Athletic clubs and Union League club of Chicago, the Wisconsin 
Alumni Association, Wisconsin Union and Phi Delta Theta fratern- 
ity. He married Marie Tolleson, of Rockford, Illinois, and died 
February 21, 1945, leaving his wife, a son, Frank T., and daughter, 
Virginia, wife of Rolliston W. Linscott Jr. 

Frank T. Frey, born in Milwaukee, February 14, 1917, attended 
‘ the Hartford Avenue school, a part of the Milwaukee public school 
system, and Milwaukee University school, was graduated from Dart- 
mouth College with the Bachelor of Arts degree in economics and 
from the Harvard School of Business Administration. In the sum- 
mer of 1939 he entered the employ of the Geuder, Paeschke & Frey 
Company and has been advanced from factory clerk through various 
positions until he is now vice president and treasurer. He has mem- 
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bership in the Wisconsin, Gyro, Milwaukee Country and Executives 
clubs of Milwaukee, the Union League Club of Chicago and the Dart- 
mouth Alumni Association of Wisconsin and Illinois. 


HENRY F. MILLMANN is the president of the Geuder, Paeschke & 
Frey Company of Milwaukee, conducting a business in metal stamp- 
ings at 324 North Fifteenth Street. This enterprise, founded in 1880, 
has become one of the leading concerns in its line in the United States, 
having for more than six decades enjoyed a steady and substantial 
growth, in which Mr. Millmann has been a leading factor through his 
long association with the company, dating from 1891. The history 
of the-company will be found on another page. 

One of the native residents of Milwaukee, he was born January 
25, 1870, a son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Millmann. His father, who 
was born in Cincinnati, in 1847, was a son of Henry H. Millmann, a 
native of Hanover, Germany, born in 1811. He left that country 
because of his dislike of government regimentation and he became a 
loyal and conscientious American citizen, taking out his citizenship 
papers as soon as possible after his arrival in this country. He never 
missed an opportunity of voting and thus expressing his belief in a 
political principle. He was married in Cincinnati, Ohio, just before 
coming to Milwaukee County in 1847 and here he purchased ten acres 
of land, on which he established a brickyard, making the brick for 
many of the early buildings in Milwaukee. He died in 1891. His 
son, Henry J. Millmann, departed this life in April, 1917. In early 
manhood he was a dry goods merchant and later established a brick- 
yard of his own. Still later he operated the plant of the Milwaukee 
Worsted Cloth Company and also engaged in the banking business. 
In his store on the south side he hired the first lady who was employed 
as a clerk in Milwaukee. 

Henry F. Millmann began his education in the Holy Trinity 
parochial school and attended Marquette College from 1881 until 
1887, being a member of the first graduating class, numbering five, 
to receive the Bachelor of Arts degree from that institution. In 1945 
he was honored by his alma mater and the Alumni Association by 
the award of a certificate of meritorious service, the first to be given 
to any graduate. Starting out in the business world, he held a clerical 
position with J. P. Lindermann & Sons from 1888 to the close of 1890 
and on the 15th of January, 1891, entered the employ of the Geuder 
& Paeschke Company, being given charge of accounting for the fac- 
tory. Merit and ability gained him promotions from time to time. 
In 1903 he was made purchasing agent and later became manager of 
the purchasing department. In 1939 he was chosen executive vice 
president and general manager and in 1945 was elected to the presi- 
dency of the company, with which he has been associated for more 
than fifty-four years. His previous experience had made him familiar 
with every detail of the business so he can intelligently direct the 
affairs of the company. 

On the 26th of October, 1898, Mr. Millmann married Margaret 
Greulich, known as Gretchen. She is a native of Wisconsin and a 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Greulich. Mr. and Mrs. Mill- 
mann are the parents of a daughter and a son: Gertrude, who is 
now Mrs. Paul Murtha, of Milwaukee, and has one daughter, Mar- 
garet Ann; and Eugene H., who is now an employe of the Falk Cor- 
poration of Milwaukee. Mr. Millmann is a member of St. Michael’s 
Catholic congregation. He also has membership with the Knights of 
Columbus, with the Serra Club and the Marquette Alumni Associa- 
tion. He is a progressive and far-sighted business man who con- 
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centrates his efforts and energies upon the development and expansion 
of the business. 


PALMER R. JOHNSON is the owner and general manager of the 
Sturgeon Bay Boat Works, builders of power and sail yachts, commer- 
cial boats and marine railways. They also do engine repair work and 
handle yacht storage and supplies. Mr. Johnson has always been 
identified with boat building, having learned the trade in early man- 
hood. He was born at Gills Rock in Door County, Wisconsin, March 
29, 1904, a son of Hans J. and Alma (Tostenson) Johnson. His 
mother was also a native of Door County, but his father was born in 
Norway, where he remained until twenty years of age, when he sailed 
for the United States. Making his way to northern Wisconsin, he 
there worked in the lumber woods for a few years, after which he came 
to Door County and for a time was engaged in commercial fishing 
_and freighting. 

The year 1906 witnessed Mr. Johnson’s arrival in Sturgeon Bay, 
where he worked in the shipyards as a ship builder, having previous- 
ly learned the trade. In 1918 he founded the Sturgeon Bay Boat Works 
which he continued to operate until his death in December, 1931, when 
he was sixty years of age. The mother survives at the age of sixty and 
is now living in Sturgeon Bay. 

Their son, Palmer R. Johnson, attended the Sturgeon Bay public 
schools until graduated from high school with the class of 1922, after 
which he began working as shop fitter and loftsman for the Leathem 
D. Smith Shipbuilding Company, with which he remained for two 
years and then joined his father in the Sturgeon Bay Boat Works, 
learning the business in principle and detail, for he thoroughly ac- 
quainted himself with every phase of the work. Two years prior to 
his father’s death he took over the management of the business and 
on his father’s demise became owner of the industry. He has spe- 
cialized in the building of commercial fishing tugs, towing tugs and 
high class sail and power yachts, and has a thoroughly modern plant, 
situated on Sturgeon Bay and supplied with the latest improved 
equipment for carrying on the work. In the war period the com- 
pany has been doing one hundred per cent war work in building 
freight and supply boats. for the United States Army and aircraft 
rescue boats for the Air Corps, the latter being the fastest boats on 
water and therefore very valuable in its particular use. All boats 
are of wood construction, and employment is given to one hundred 
people. The company has received the Army-Navy pennant and has 
had two stars added. 

On the 26th of June, 1926, Mr. Johnson married Sylvia Icke, a 
daughter of Captain Albert and Mollie (Pfiel) Icke, her mother a 
native of Koenigsburg, Germany, while her father was born on the 
Island of Rugen off the coast of Germany. For many years he was a 
salt water captain on sailing schooners, and after coming to this 
section of the globe he sailed the Great Lakes for a number of years, 
finally retiring and making his home in Ellison Bay, Door County, 
where he died in 1917. His wife passed away in 19838. Mr. and Mrs. 
Johnson have one child, Cleida Jeanne, born April 27, 1932. Both. 
Mr. and Mrs. Johnson are members of the Methodist church, in the 
work of which they take active part. Mrs. Johnson taught in the 
Kewaunee Normal School before her marriage. She belongs to the 
Priscilla Society and the Women’s Society of Christian Service, of 
which she was president for a year, and she was also teacher of a 
class in the Sunday school for several years. She is likewise a mem- 
ber of the Woman’s Club of Sturgeon Bay. Mr. Johnson served as 
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financial secretary of the church for three years, is now a member 
of the official board and is chairman of the music committee. He 
recently headed a drive of four days to raise the money for instal- 
lation of a new organ in the church. He is a lover of music, to the 
study of which he devoted considerable time in former years, and 
he was pianist in the church for several years. He has always re- 
cognized his civic duties and obligations and is a_public-spirited 
man. During four years he was a member of the city council, acting 
as its president. He was also chairman of the board of public works 
and for two years was president of the utility commission, while 
for three years he filled the office of secretary of the Chamber of 
Commerce. He retired from that position in 1942 but is now acting 
as secretary of the utility commission. He was president of the 
Rotary Club in 1942, and through this and other organizations has 
done everything possible to promote the public welfare. He belonged 
to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and filled all the chairs 
in the local lodge while a member. Politically he maintains an in- 
dependent course. He built and maintains a large sailboat, and this is 
indicative of one of his chief forms of recreation. He also indulges 
in hunting and fishing when opportunity offers. He and his family 
reside at 840 North Fourth street in Sturgeon Bay. 


ALFRED H. SCHRAM is the president of the A. H. Schram & Sons 
Company of Merrill and is devoting almost his entire time and 
attention to the management and direction of their funeral home, 
while his two brothers, who are associated with him in the company, 
act as managers of the two well appointed furniture stores owned 
by the firm. Their father, who was the founder and promoter of the 
business, was Albert H. Schram, who was born in Milwaukee, Wis- 
consin, August 26, 1854, a son of Frederick and Adelaide (Moeller) 
Schram. Albert was but two years of age when his parents removed 
with the family to Sheboygan County, this state, where he was reared 
and educated. After completing his schooling he learned the trade 
of carriage making in Baraboo, Wisconsin, and then worked as a 
journeyman until 1879, when he opened a carriage making shop in 
Plymouth, where he carried on the business until 1888. He then 
sold out and turned his attention to the furniture and undertaking 
business in Plymouth, meeting with substantial success in his new 
venture. He remained in Plymouth until the spring of 1908, when he 
disposed of his store there and came to Merrill, where he organized 
the firm of A. H. Schram & Sons Company, Alfred H., Clarence A.. 
and Gustav M., his three sons, becoming associated with him in the 
enterprise, the father retaining the presidency of the company until 
his death. They established a furniture, undertaking and funeral 
directing business, each bending his efforts to his particular duties, 
and the enterprise was soon placed upon a profitable basis. In 1908 
they purchased the site of their present east side furniture store at 
921 East Main Street and there erected a substantial two-story 
brick building, in which they have ample display rooms for their 
furniture and also an embalming department and funeral home, 
while a furniture repair department was opened in the basement. 
In time a second furniture store was opened on the west side and 
both are fully equipped with a large and carefully selected line which 
meets the popular demand for furniture. Ever recognizing the value 
of the old adage that honesty is the best policy, Albert Schram 
carried on his business with strict regard for the rights of others, 
and his integrity was ever one of his outstanding characteristics. 
He found time, aside from business, to aid in the promotion of the 
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public welfare, and while residing in Plymouth he served as alder- 
man, was chief of the fire department and filled the office of mayor in 
1899 and 1900, carefully developing and promoting the city’s best 
interests. 

On the 20th of November, 1878, Albert H. Schram married Emma 
Bade, a daughter of Christopher and Wilhelmina (Borges) Bade. 
Mr. Schram died in 1933 and his wife died June 8, 1938. ‘They were 
the parents of five children, of whom Alfred H. is the eldest and is 
now president of the company, although the business is conducted 
as a family affair. Clarence A. is in charge of the east side furniture 
store. Gustav M., who manages the west side store, married Helen 
Genrich, a daughter of Fred W. Genrich, a prominent attorney of 
Wausau. The daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Schram are Nora L. and 
Clara L., the latter the wife of Harry Peterman, of Merrill. 

Alfred H. Schram was born in Plymouth, Wisconsin, November 
8, 1879, and attended school there to the age of thirteen years, 
‘ working after school hours and during vacation periods in his father’s 
store. When sixteen years of age he became a full time employe of 
his father and took up the study of embalming and funeral directing 
in the Hennessey School of Embalming in Chicago, being licensed in 
November, 1901. He has since been active in the business and since 
his father’s death has been president of the company, but gives 
practically his entire time to the undertaking business. The funeral 
home was opened in 1940 and is thoroughly modern in-its equipment 
and appointments. His fine hearse and Henney coach are a far cry 
from the horse drawn vehicle of which his father was so proud and 
which he was so loath to dispose of that when the automobiles came 
into use he had the hearse body transferred to a Cadillac chassis, 
using this for a time. The soft coloring, shaded lights and the ideal 
arrangement of the home make it perfect for the purpose for which 
it is intended, and a complete line of caskets and burial clothes may 
be had here at reasonable prices. All three of the brothers who 
continue the Schram business are energetic and enterprising business 
men and moreover are helpfully interested in every civic movement 
that makes for the advancement and welfare of city and state. 

Alfred H. Schram married Louise Niekisch, of Sheboygan, on 
July 6. 1905. She died February 21, 1944. Their only child, Lu 
Ellen, born September 7, 1910, was a pupil in the Merrill grade and 
high schools and then studied piano and pipe organ in the American 
Conservatory of Music. She married Thomas Woodroof, of Athens, 
Alabama, and she met death in an automobile accident in 1935, 
leaving one son, Thomas Schram Woodroof. Mr. Schram is a member 
of the Lutheran church and in the line of his chosen life work he is 
connected with the State and National Funeral Directors associations. 


CLARENCE W. NIER, now serving as a corporal with the armed 
forces as a member of M. P. Co. (Prov.), 58th bomber wing, is an 
attorney at law who practiced in Green Bay for five years and took 
an active part in public affairs there before joining the colors. He 
was born in Green Bay, July 29, 1911, and is a son of William J. and 
Estelle (Sempier) Nier, both natives of Brown County, Wisconsin. 
The mother died in January, 1914, and the father is now living retired 
from business after devoting thirty-eight years to the management of 
a hotel in Green Bay, where he is still the owner of the Tremont 
Hotel. 

Pursuing his early education in the schools of Green Bay, Clarence 
W. Nier advanced to his graduation from the East high school with 
the class of 1929. He next attended St. Norbert’s College at De Pere, 
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Wisconsin, where he received his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1935. 
He then enrolled as a law student in Marquette University at Milwau- 
kee and there completed his course and won his Bachelor of Laws 
degree in 1938. During his student days he had taken quite an active 
part in athletics, particularly in football and boxing and participated 
in the Northeastern Wisconsin Golden Gloves tournament as a light- 
heavyweight. Previous to starting his law practice he served as a 
law clerk with the firm of Rubin, Jabel & Ruppa of Milwaukee and 
he had also actively participated in the campaign of Francis McGov- 
ern for the governorship of Wisconsin in 1940, an office which he 
had previously held for two terms. 

Opening an office in Green Bay in 1939, Mr. Nier afterward en- 
gaged in law practice and, although advancement at the bar is pro- 
verbially slow, he forged steadily forward in his chosen calling, 
winning a practice which grew both in volume and importance. He 
also served as a member of the harbor commission at Green Bay for 
a year and otherwise participated in public affairs. He was a mem- 
ber of the city council for a year, retiring from that office to accept 
the position of city attorney, which he held from April, 1942, until 
his entrance into army service. He is yet a young man and by reason 
of what he has already accomplished his friends do not hesitate to 
prophesy for him a successful future and one of expanding usefulness. 

Mr. Nier belongs to the Fraternal Order of Eagles, of which he 
was made the secretary, and he has also been a trustee in the Loyal 
Order of Moose. He likewise has membership with the Catholic 
Knights of Wisconsin. He belongs to the Catholic church. Politically 
he maintains an independent course, voting for men and measures 
rather than party. For two years’he was general counsel for the 
Fox Federation of Well Drillers. He has membership in the Brown 
County Bar Association, the Fourteenth Judicial Circuit Bar Asso- 
ciation, the Wisconsin State and the American Bar associations, and 
he also belongs to Delta Theta Phi, a legal fraternity, of which he 
was formerly state president. | 

On the lith of January, 1936, Mr. Nier married Kathlyn Patter- 
son, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Patterson. Her father was 
born in Ireland and when a young man came to the United States, 
settling in Waushara County, Wisconsin. Later he went to Alabama, 
where he operated a flour mill for a number of years, and it was 
while there that he married Miss Westover, a native of that state. 
Later he returned to Wisconsin and continued the manufacture of 
flour, operating a mill in Oshkosh until 1988, when he put aside 
business cares and is now enjoying a well earned rest, still making 
his home in Oshkosh. Mrs. Nier is an active worker in the Red 
Cross and with the Girl Scouts and also belongs to the Catholic 
Woman’s Club. Mr. Nier enjoys boxing and all out-door sports, in 
which he has participated since his college days. They reside at 526 
Pine Street, Green Bay. 


Rt. REV. MONSIGNOR CONRAD SAILE, who observed the fiftieth 
anniversary of his pastorate of St. John’s Catholic Church at Antigo 
on August 18, 1943, and who has been connected with the priesthood 
for more than sixty years, was born in Wilkesbarre, Pennsylvania, in 
the diocese of Scranton, June 4, 1861, and was baptized by the Rev. 
Conrad Nagel. He was one of a family of twelve children, and one 
of his younger brothers, George, also became a priest but died after 
seven years thus devoted to the work of the church. 

Monsignor Saile was only five years of age when his educational 
training was begun in St. Nicholas parochial school of his native 
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city, and there he completed his preliminary course. In 1874 he 
entered St. Lawrence College at Mount Calvary, Wisconsin, where 
he completed his classical and philosophical studies, while he spent 
the scholastic year of 1881-82 under the charge of the Benedictines 
in St. Vincent’s Seminary at Beatty, Pennsylvania, where he also 
received his first year’s intruction in theology. In September, 1882, 
he resumed his theological studies in St. Francis Seminary of Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, where he remained until the latter part of June, 
1884. On the 19th of March, 1883, Archbishop Michael Heiss of 
Milwaukee had conferred on him the four minor orders and sub- 
deaconship was conferred on him by the same prelate on March 24, 
1884, and his deaconship on Passion Sunday, March 30, 1884. He 
was ordained to the priesthood at St. Francis Seminary on the 24th 
of June following and received his first appointment as assistant 
pastor of St. Francis Xavier Cathedral at Green Bay. 

In July, 1885, Monsignor Saile was assigned to St. John’s Church 
in Morrison, Brown County, Wisconsin, where he remained for 
nine months and was then transferred to Maple Grove, Manitowoc 
County, where he had charge of St. Patrick’s Church and parish 
for more than seven years. On leaving that place he came to Antigo 
and has since been the pastor of St. John’s Catholic Church. His 
untiring labors here have been attended with notable results. When 
he took charge a heavy indebtedness rested on the parish and the 
burden was particularly heavy because of a general depression that 
then existed. He was, however, a young man, full of zeal and 
enthusiasm, resolved to accomplish his high purpose, and not only 
has he provided for the spiritual needs of his people but has added 
many improvements to the church property as the years have 
passed by. 

As the attendance at his church increased and as the population 
of the surrounding territory grew greatly his parish was divided, 
resulting in the establishment of St. John’s Church of the St. Hyacinth 
parish in 1895, and St. Mary’s parish in 1901. He likewise saw the 
establishment of Holy Family parish at Elcho, Wisconsin, in 1904 
and St. Mary’s of Pearson, Wisconsin, in 1907. 

Reverend Saile during his long pastorate at Antigo has main- 
tained the church and rectory in excellent condition, was instrumental 
in the erection of a Sisters convent, in the installation of a central 
heating plant, in the renovation of the school building and later in 
providing an addition to the school. There are now three hundred 
pupils in the parochial school. St. John’s is one of the finest parochial 
schools in this section of the state, perfect in every detail. Monsignor 
Saile has lived to witness also a remarkable change in the town, 
which at the time of his arrival was largely a lumber industry com- 
munity, while today it is largely the commercial center of northern 
Wisconsin. 

For many years the parish has shown a steady growth in its 
activities and a constant expansion in its high purposes. In a 
review of the work done it is seen that it was under the direction of 
Rev. William Takken, in 1890, that St. John’s parochial school was 
built, at a cost of eight thousand dollars, but the increased enrollment 
as the parish became more densely populated demanded additions 
and improvements, which were made under the supervision of 
Monsignor Saile at a cost of between twelve and fourteen thousand 
dollars. The enrollment of the school in 1922 was four hundred and 
eighty-seven, two hundred and fifty-five boys and two hundred and 
thirty-two girls. It is situated on Fulton Street and Seventh Avenue 
and is in charge of ten Sisters of the Franciscan order, who are 
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eaching the work of the regular grades. St. Hyacinth’s parochial 
chool, built in 1908, on Edison Street, has an average attendance of 
ighty-four pupils. 

St. John’s congregation numbers seven hundred families. In 
895 the Polish congregation was organized, with the Rev. L. 8. 
Starostzik as the first pastor, and in 1900 the Bohemian parish came 
nto existence, Mrs. Delglise, who greatly desired a church for the 
3ohemian residents, giving the site for the church and much financial 
uid. 

The work of St. John’s parish grew rapidly, proving too much 
‘or the efforts of one man and for some time Monsignor Saile had 
he assistance of various Capuchin fathers on Sundays, while in 
1909 the bishop of the diocese appointed the Rev. Anthony Koeferl 
is his assistant. Since that time Reverend Saile has had the aid 
>f assistants, Rev. John Baum now serving in that capacity. Mon- 
signor Saile is young in appearance and possesses the energy and 
anthusiasm usually found among those who have not traveled life’s 
journey so long as he has. He is still very active in his work as the 
beloved pastor of his flock, and when he had completed fifty years 
of service with St. John’s, all Antigo turned out with his parishioners 
to celebrate his golden jubilee, which was made a noteworthy occasion 
in the city’s history. Few of the priesthood in Wisconsin have 
occupied a position for so long a time as Rt. Rev. Msgr. Conrad Saile. 


Howarp TEASDALE. Investigation and research into the history 
of Sparta and Monroe County show that there are few lines of busi- 
ness with which the name of Howard Teasdale is not associated. In 
his death January 14, 1936, at San Antonio, Texas, this section of 
Wisconsin lost one of her most efficient, resourceful and valued 
citizens. He accomplished so much and played his part in public and 
private life so nobly and with such excellent results that his history 
should serve as an inspiration to all who know aught of what he 
achieved. 

Mr. Teasdale was born in Janesville, Wisconsin, August 9, 1855, 
the year in which his parents, Mr. and Mrs. John Teasdale, came to 
this state. His father was born in Yorkshire, England, February 9, 
1829, and left his native land in February, 1850—the month in which 
he attained his majority. Crossing the Atlantic, he first settled in 
Johnstown, New York, and while a resident there he met and married 
Sarah Seymour, their wedding being celebrated in Gloversville, New 
York, in 1854. The following year they started westward, settling 
first in Janesville and in 1856 removing to Reedsburg. In 1857 they 
came to Sparta, then a small village. The father, who was a con- 
tractor and builder, continued in the same line of business here and 
one of his first contracts was for the construction of the Jackson store 
building. This was followed by various others prior to 1859, when 
he removed to a farm north of the village, where the brick house, 
known as the “Halfway House,” still stands. There he succeeded in 
accumulating a thousand acres of land, but later disposed of much of 
his acreage and removed to the Pomeroy farm, which he had pur- 
chased, residing thereon until 1884, when he took up his residence 
in Sparta. He was also interested in the development of the rural 
telephone system and was one of the organizers of the telephone 
company. He was a man of strong character and very capable in 
business matters, and he did much toward the early development of 
this section of the state. He belonged to the Masonic fraternity and 
to the Episcopal church, in which he was an active worker. To 
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John and Sarah (Seymour) Teasdale were born three sons: Frank, 
who died in 1870; Howard and Joseph. 

Howard Teasdale, like his father, possessed initiative and keen 
discernment. In his early youth he attended district school No. 8 
and afterward the Sparta high school, and he supplemented his 
preliminary training with a modern classical course at the University 
of Wisconsin, where he later also took a special one-year course. He 
then took up the study of law in the State University and was grad- 
uated with the class of 1882. Through the succeeding four years, 
until 1886, he was engaged in the machinery business, retailing 
binders and other farm implements in connection with his father, 
who carried on an extensive business in that line. He also took over 
‘ the management of the homestead farm of one thousand acres, this 
occupying his attention until 1889, when he removed to Sparta to 
engage in the practice of law, which he successfully followed; in fact, 
it seemed that he never attempted anything that he did not carry 
forward to a profitable conclusion. For ten years in his early man- 
hood he taught in the country schools in the winter seasons, spending 
eight winters in that way in Monroe County and two years in Dane 
County. He also early became interested in politics and was called 
on to fill many offices of honor and trust. 

Mr. Teasdale filled the office of city clerk from 1891 to 1896, and 
it was largely through his influence that the city water system was 
installed in Sparta. Of this he became superintendent and so con- 
tinued for ten years, until October, 1910, when he resigned because 
of the pressure of his duties as a member of the State Senate. He 
had been city attorney for ten years, was treasurer of the city schools, 
for fifteen years and in 1905 received appointment from Governor 
La Follette to the office of district attorney of Monroe County for a 
two year period, after which he was elected for the ensuing term. 
The year 1910 brought him election to the State Senate from the 
district that includes Jackson, Monroe and Juneau counties, and 
while serving in the Legislature he represented the Progressive tem- 
perance element. He took an important part in supporting construc- 
tive legislative measures beneficial for community, county and com- 
monwealth. The following excerpt is quoted from the Joint Resolution 
adopted by the Senate July 1, 1937, relating to the public serviée and 
death of Senator Teasdale: ‘““Among the many important assignments 
with which he was charged as a state senator during his long career 
in the Senate probably the most important were chairman of the 
legislative vice committee, chairman of the committee on education 
and public welfare, chairman of the judiciary committee, and presi- 
dent pro tempore of the Senate. It might well be said that the intense 
activity and earnest endeavor of Senator Teasdale as chairman of the 
legislative vice committee in investigating vice conditions and in 
advocating and securing legislation designed to rectify such conditions 
well nigh resulted in the eradication of white slavery and the reduc- 
tion to a minimum of other vice conditions in Wisconsin. 

“Tn 1911 and 1913 he lent his influence in favor of all legislation 
tending to curb and diminish liquor traffic, and was author of the 
law providing uniform accounting for asylums. In 1925, as a mem- 
ber of the committee on education and public welfare, his influence 
was highly instrumental in securing the state to pay its agreed share 
to counties for mothers’ pensions and light companies to pay their 
just share of all taxes. | . 

“Mr. Teasdale made an enviable record during the twenty years 
he served his state in the Senate, and it was only upon his declina- 
tion to run in 1931 that his public life ended at that point.” 
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All this time Mr. Teasdale was taking helpful interest in business 
affairs. He was a stockholder and one of the directors of the Electric 
Light & Power Company, also in the Bank of Sparta and a stock- 
holder in the Citizens Bank, the Monroe County Bank of Sparta and 
the Bank of Ontario. He was a special State Treasury agent for 
Wisconsin and was the court commissioner for several years. 

Mr. Teasdale owned considerable business and residential property 
in the city of Sparta and elsewhere in Monroe County. He was the 
founder of the Monroe County Telephone Company, which was 
organized in 1898 by V. V. Willey, E. V. Benjamin and H. C. Jackney 
as incorporators. From the beginning he was its active manager. A 
network of toll lines extending throughout the county was built, 
thanks to his vision. Believing rural business followed the telephone 
lines, he extended the farm lines into remote rural communities and 
even across poor and sandy sections of the county to reach rich and 
fertile sections. In 1907 Mr. Teasdale with some local capitalists 
bought out his associates, the incorporators, At this time he became 
a majority stockholder and continued as active manager. In the 
meantime he had arranged with the Bell Telephone Company for 
connection with its long distance lines. In 1926 Mr. Teasdale bought 
out those associates. In company with local capital he organized 
the Ontario and Wilton telephone companies, serving those two 
villages and adjacent rich countryside. He also became the owner 
of the New Cashton Telephone Company, serving that village and 
its trade area. Since Mr. Teasdale’s death the Ontario and Wilton 
and the New Cashton companies have been merged with the Monroe 
County Telephone Company. The entire property is now managed 
by the trustees of Mr. Teasdale’s estate. There are now 955 miles of 
rural and city lines and 171 miles of toll lines. Sparta is served by 
an underground cable plant, one of the few completely underground. 

In 1897 Mr. Teasdale married Carrie E. Davis, a native of Penn- 
sylvania and a daughter of Thomas Davis, of Tomah, Wisconsin. 
After her death Mr. Teasdale married a second time, Flora Morrill 
becoming his wife in 1916. She is a daughter of Wesley and Mina 
Morrill, and since her husband’s death she has been president of the 
Monroe County Telephone Company. Her brother, L. M. Morrill, of 
Milwaukee, is vice president, C. EK. Blake, of Madison, is attorney, 
and Ronald Mattox is auditor. 

The Monroe County Telephone Company operated an exchange 
at Camp McCoy and furnished the necessary personnel. The exchange 
was later taken over by the Government. Now one of the largest 
separation centers, Camp McCoy is again being served by the Monroe 
County Telephone Company’s four pay-station centers at the camp. 
The Monroe County Telephone Company now serves over three thou- 
sand subscribers, a gain during 1944 of more than three hundred 
subscribers over the previous year. A new toll switch board of the 
latest type was placed in service in February 1945, consisting of six 
positions to replace the old board of four positions. All of Monroe 
County is served by the company. Rural telephone development by 
the company is the best in Wisconsin, serving over seventy-five per 
cent of the farms in this district. The company has grown from a 
class C to a class A company within the past three years. Among 
its seventy employes are many who have been with the company for 
from fifteen to forty-two years, Henry (“Hungry Hank’) Middleman 
having the longest record of service. Others are: May O’Leary, with 
twenty-seven years of service as toll operator; Lillian Miller, twenty- 
five years as chief operator; Dudley (“Red”) Lathrop, with twenty 
years as plant employer. Other outstanding employes who have 
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been with the company from eight to sixteen years and have helped 
to make a success of the company are the following: Julia Vieregge, 
former chief operator, now chief toll clerk; Norma Jewell, cashier ; 
Eleanor Neumann, in the accounting department; and La Verne 
Ballman, Charley Sanders, Carl Hoffman, Ernest Reynolds (who 
has recently returned from the navy) are all plant department 
employes. 

The company owns and operates the adjoining Teasdale building, 
with the lower floor occupied by a huge super market, while a part of 
the upper floors provides needed space for the telephone company’s 
accounting department, and apartments take up the remaining 
space. 
* Mr. Teasdale was a member of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, the Daughters of Rebekah and the Modern Woodmen of 
America, and his interest in the moral development of the community 
was manifest in his gift of a pipe organ to the Methodist church. He 
cooperated in all movements for the general good and he won that 
good name which is rather to be chosen than great riches. During 
the last twenty years of his life Mr. Teasdale spent the winters at 
Mercedes, Texas, where he had a winter home. He operated four 
farms in that vicinity and had large holdings in grape fruit orchards 
and orange groves. There is also oil on his property. Other holdings 
included real estate in Brownsville, Texas, and farms which he 
operated in South Dakota and in Colorado. 

In many ways Mr. Teasdale’s activities contributed to the growth 
and upbuilding of Monroe County and proved a benefaction to his 
community, while in the Senate he ever stood fearlessly in support of 
his honest conviction as to the worth of a measure in regard to the 
public welfare. 


GEORGE STRICKLETT GEFFS, of the law firm of McGowan & Geffs 
of Janesville, was born in Clark County, Illinois, January 5, 1894, 
a son of John and Mary Susan (Stricklett) Geffs. The father, also 
a native of Clark County, Illinois, where he was born May 29, 1861, 
has always followed the occupation of farming as his life work and is 
still living. His wife, who was born in the same county July 14, 
1866, was a daughter of James Madison and Sarah (Grice) Stricklett, 
the former a native of Kentucky, whence he removed to Illinois, 
where he met and married Sarah Grice, a native of that state. The 
death of Mary Susan (Stricklett) Geffs occurred October 18, 1927. 
In the family of Mr. and Mrs. John Geffs were five children, of whom 
one died in infancy, while four are still living. 

Of this number George Geffs pursued a public school education 
in his native county and then attended the Eastern State Normal 
School of Illinois. Having decided to make the practice of law his 
life work, he received his legal training in the University of North 
Dakota and in the University of Wisconsin and was admitted to the 
bar in 1920, after which he joined A. M. Fisher in the practice of 
law in Janesville, this association continuing until 1928. On January 
1, 1925, the firm of McGowan, Geffs & Fox _was organized. On 
January 1, 1928, the firm became McGowan, Geffs, Fox & Persons. 
Harry Fox in 1936 was elevated to the bench of the County Court, 
and in February, 1937, Mr. Persons became associated with the 
attorney general’s office and the firm name then became McGowan & 
Geffs. Mr. McGowan died June 4, 1944. He was born in Janesville 
in 1859. Eli Block came with the firm in 1935 and was made a 
member thereof in 1945. He received his LL.B. degree from the 
University of Wisconsin in 1934. 
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Mr. Geffs is a man of pronounced ability in his chosen calling, 
preparing his cases in a most thorough manner and presenting a 
clear, analytical statement of facts before the court. He served as 
district attorney from 1925 to 1929. He belongs to the Rock County 
Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the Amer- 
ican Bar Association. He has been a member of the fire and police 
commission of Janesville since it was organized and at all times he 
gives tangible proof of his interest in civic progress and public im- 
provement. Fraternally he is a Mason and an Odd Fellow and in the 
former he has advanced to the thirty-second degree in the Scottish 
Rite Consistory. He likewise belongs to the Lions Club. On August 
24, 1922, Mr. Geffs was married to Miss Marguerite Haverson, of 
Milwaukee, and they have one son, Robert H., who was born July 
Zia O25: 

Jacob Geffs, brother of George S. Geffs and also an attorney of 
Janesville, was born in Clark County, Illinois, and there pursued his 
education until graduated from the Casey township high school in 
1922. He next attended the Eastern Illinois State Teachers College 
until he completed the course in 1926. He gained his J.D. degree 
at the University of Chicago in 1929. Admitted to the bar, he began 
practicing the same year with the firm of Tollman, Sexton & Chandler 
of Chicago, with whom he continued until 1930, and he was a visiting 
professor of law at the University of Missouri from 19380 until 1931. 
In the latter year he was appointed professor of law at the University 
of Alabama, thus continuing until 1938, when he returned north and 
became an associate member of the firm of McGowan & Geffs of 
Janesville. 

Mr. Jacob Geffs is a loyal and consistent member of the Christian 
church, belongs to the Masonic fraternity and to the Lions Club, while 
along strictly professional lines he is connected with the Rock County 
Bar Association and the Wisconsin State Bar Association. On the 
2d of December, 1923, Mr. Geffs married Miss Mary Maurine Mc- 
Daniel, of Martinsville, Illinois, and their children are John, Jacob 
and Tolman B. Geffs. 


Oscar T. JACOBSEN is the president and general manager of the 
Jacobsen Manufacturing Company, manufacturers of power lawn 
mowers, engines and other products at Racine, and as such is one of 
the outstanding representatives of industrial activity in this city, 
of which he is a native son. He was born December 31, 1895, his 
parents being Knud F. and Ellen Sophia (Hansen) Jacobsen, both 
of whom were natives of Denmark. The father, who was born in 
Hjorring, Denmark, April 16, 1867, was a young man of twenty- 
three years when he came to the United States, settling in Racine. 
He was a wood turner and carver by trade and established a bus- 
iness of his own, manufacturing furniture. Subsequently he owned 
and conducted a retail furniture business, after which he engaged 
in wood and metal pattern making. He opened his pattern making 
shop in 1904. This business was sold in 1917, for Mr. Jacobsen, with 
others, became interested in tool and die making at the beginning 
of the first World War, opening a factory under the name of the 
Thor Machine Works. In 1919 he was joined by his son, Oscar T., 
and in 1921 they established the present business of the Jacobsen 
Manufacturing Company, at that time reincorporating and recap- 
italizing for the purpose of manufacturing power lawnmowers. 
Knud Jacobsen was the president and general manager at the reor- 
ganization of the company and so continued until his death, which 
occurred March 26, 1941. In 1930 they erected a modern office build- 
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ing at 747 Washington Avenue, and through all the years their 
business was constantly expanding. 

While spending his youthful days in his native city Oscar T. 
Jacobsen was graduated from high school in 1915. He then studied 
engineering for a year at the University of Minnesota and in 1917 
joined the United States Marine Corps. He was made a sergeant 
and served overseas for eighteen months. He participated in the 
San Mihiel, Verdun and Chateau Thierry battles, and because of 
wounds received in action and being blinded by mustard gas he was 
awarded the Purple Heart. He was in a hospital as a battle casualty 
from June 18, 1918, until he received his discharge March 31, 1919. 

Mr. Jacobsen then returned home and joined his father in the 
Jacobsen Manufacturing Company, of which he was made viee 
president and secretary, and at his father’s death he became presi- 
dent and general manager, and so continues, with his brother, Hinar 
A. Jacobsen, as the vice president and factory manager. They manu- 
facture water systems, power lawn mowers and similar products 
but are now engaged entirely in war production. Oscar T. Jacobsen 
is also the president and general manager of the Johnston Lawn 
Mower Corporation at Ottumwa, Iowa. The business at Racine is one 
of the important productive industries of the city and something of 
the cordial relations that have always existed between the company 
and its employes, now numbering three hundred, is shown in the large 
number who have been associated with the business for many years. 

Mr. Jacobsen has never been remiss in the duties of citizenship and 
has done effective work for the general good by serving as a member 
of the city school board and on the city planning commission. He is 
still interested in military life and holds a commission as lieutenant 
colonel in the First Battalion of the Third Infantry of the State 
Guard. He likewise belongs to the Racine Chapter of the Racine 
Aeronautic Association and at different times he has held membership 
in the Rotary and Lions clubs. He is also a member of the American 
Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars, being a past commander 
of the latter, and he is a Knight Templar Mason and Shriner. He 
belongs to the Racine Country Club and the First Presbyterian 
Church. The family home is maintained on rural route 1 out of Racine, 
Mr. Jacobsen is a lover of saddle horses and indulges in golf, hunting 
and fishing for pleasureable recreation. 


REV. PETER C. RIcE is pastor of St. Francis Xavier Church at 
Merrill, which has a membership of approximately five hundred 
families, and has continued his labors here through the past decade, 
having received his appointment to this parish in 1934. Reverend 
Rice was born at Dundalk, Ireland, December 13, 1880, a son of 
Patrick and Hileen (Rice) Rice, who were well-to- do farming people 
of that locality. They had a family of nine children, of whom Owen, 
Matthew and Patrick remained in Ireland as teachers, while James 
became a farmer of the Emerald Isle. Joseph and Michael came to 
the United States, settling in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Margaret 
and Sarah remained in Ireland, where both were teachers, but the 
latter is now retired from the educational field, while the former, 
Margaret, died in 1944. 

The sixth child of the family is Rev. Peter C. Rice, who pursued 
his education in Ireland, England and Belgium. He took his seminary 
work in St. Andrews College at London and in St. Peter’s College 
at Wexford, Iveland, and in 1907 he came to America, remaining 
in New York for further study until June of that year. When a boy 
in his native land he read of the charm of our great western country 
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and decided to make Wisconsin the field of his endeavor, settling in 
Minocqua, this state, in July, 1907. He was there ordained at St. 
Patrick’s Church on July 28, 1907, after which he was sent to 
Merrill as assistant pastor, there remaining until October of that 
year, when he was assigned to the Catholic church at Bruce, Wiscon- 
sin, of which he had charge until 1909. His next assignment was 
to St. Bridgid’s Church at Stanton, where he was instrumental in 
building the house of worship and the rectory, continuing his labors 
there until 1915, when he was transferred to Superior, Wisconsin, 
as pastor of Sacred Heart Cathedral. In 1917 he returned to Minoc- 
qua, where he built a fine new church in 1922, remaining as pastor 
there until January 1, 1925, when he was sent to St. Patrick’s Church 
at Hudson, Wisconsin, where he continued until 1954. 

It was in the last mentioned year that Father Rice took up his 
work as pastor of St. Francis Xavier Church at Merrill. He has 
three nephews, two sons of his brother Michael and one son of his 
brother Matthew, who are also priests. When Rev. Peter Rice first 
started his work in Wisconsin he had charge of a mission in addition 
to his home church, riding miles on horseback to make his calls. 
Father Rice is a man of marked personality, of liberal education 
and culture, who has read broadly and thinks deeply. He belongs 
to the Knights of Columbus and he has enjoyed the respect of the 
entire community since coming to Merrill in 1934. Here he directs 
the work of the parish, which has sent two hundred and forty of its 
young men forth for military service in the current war. The 
parochial school of the parish has an attendance of two hundred and 
twenty-one children under the care of nine Sister teachers. He has 
redecorated the church and made many improvements in the parish 
property. 

History indicates that the earliest Catholic activity in Lincoln 
County was that of Jesuit missionaries as early as 1661. There is 
a record of Father Rene Menard, S. J., who penetrated into the state 
and converted many of the Indians. From various historical sources, 
such as “The Jesuit Relations,” ‘‘Shea’s History of the Catholic 
Church in the U.S.A.” and similar works, it is learned that Father 
Menard was probably the first white man to visit Lincoln County 
and is said to have lost his life near “Big Jim Cross” Rapids in the 
Wisconsin River. 

The present St. Francis Xavier Church had its beginning as a 
mission attended by the Rev. Theodore Richard of Wausau as early 
as 1875, at which time the city of Merrill was known by the name 
of Jenny. He continued in charge of this mission until 1884, when 
the Rev. Angelburg Blume was installed as the first resident pastor 
of the congregation. One Sunday morning in the winter of 1882 a 
group of men, mostly French, were gathered in a blacksmith shop 
and J. N. Cotter was invited to join the group and preside over their 
deliberations, which resulted in a decision to buy a lot and build a 
church. The land whereon the present church now stands was 
purchased of T. B. Scott, a wealthy Jumberman, and in 1882 a frame 
building was erected. The seats were made of shingle bolts, set on 
ends, as supports, over which rough planks were laid. Father Blume, 
the first pastor, traveled for miles through the snow, visiting lumber 
camp after lumber camp to collect funds which would make the 
project possible. He continued to serve the parish until November, 
1890, and had practically cleared off the indebtedness before he left. 

His successor, Rev. John Hummel, built a rectory, purchased 
ground for a cemetery and also bought two lots for a school site. 
Rev. Edward Van Hootgen became pastor in 1892 and remained 
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until November, 1900, making many improvements in the property, 
including the reseating of the church at a cost of a thousand dollars. 
He installed a furnace in both church and rectory and purchased an 
additional lot for the school, while in the summer of 1898 he per- 
fected the plans for a school building and a Sisters’ residence to cost 
ten thousand dollars. By 1896 the congregation numbered sixteen 
hundred and in addition to St. Francis Xavier, Father Van Hootgen 
had charge of a mission at Bloomville, where lived and worshiped 
twelve German families, although their membership was in the 
Merrill church. 

Rev. Dr. N. Hens, who succeeded Father Van Hootgen, remained 
- for only a year and was followed by Rev. J. B. Scheyer, who remained 
until 1905, during which time he built St. Francis Hall. Then came 
Father 5S. A. Langenfelder, D.D., Ph.D., and after eleven months 
Father John Klop became pastor, remaining from September, 1906, 
until January, 1908, when Rev. Joseph Hoeflinger took over the 
work, but remained only until July of that year. His successor, 
Rev. Henry Le Guillon, continued here from 1908 until 1914, when 
Rev. John M. Owens was assigned to St. Francis Xavier, where he 
remained until he was transferred to Sacred Heart Cathedral at 
West Superior. Monsignor Francis J. Niesen came in 1920, but the 
following year resigned because of ill health and his place was taken 
over by Rev. Michael A. Prock. Rev. Peter C. Rice arrived in Merrill 
‘September 16, 1934, and during his pastorate here he has remodeled 
the school and the school hall and redecorated the church and has 
greatly promoted the work of the school, which affords instruction 
in the eight regular grades, while music is taught by two competent 
teachers. 


PAUL J. LANGE, an alert and energetic business man who has 
been closely associated with the industrial and manufacturing in- 
terests of Racine since 1900, was born in Germany, September 23, 
1884, a son of Martin and Apolonia (Neumann) Lange, who also were 
natives of Germany, whence they came to the United States in 1891, 
settling first in Milwaukee. The father had followed the occupation 
of farming in his native country. After residing in Milwaukee until 
1913 he removed to Racine, where he made his home until his death 
on the 23d of January, 1941. He was then eighty-four years of age 
and his wife survived until December, 1942, when she passed from 
this life at the age of eighty-eight years. 

Beginning his education at the age of six years, Paul J. Lange 
attended school in Germany for a year, after which, at the age of 
seven, he accompanied his parents on their removal to the new world 
and continued his studies in the Milwaukee schools. When his edu- 
cational training was completed he entered the business world, work- 
ing first in a basket factory and later in steel mills, machine shops and 
in offices in Milwaukee until 1900, when he came to Racine with the 
Hilker Wiechers Manufacturing Company, makers of shirts and over- 
alls, with whom he remained for about twénty-eight years, although 
after a time the business was carried on under the name of the Signal 
Shirt Company. 

In March, 1932, Mr. Lange formed a partnership with Leo A. 
Shoys and founded the Badger Shirt Company, beginning with an 
investment of only two hundred dollars. Getting a start was a slow 
process, but they persevered and after a time their trade took an 
upward turn. Something of the steady and substantial growth of 
their business is indicated in the fact that they now have sixty-five 
thousand dollars invested in machinery and equipment and they are 
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employing ninety people in the manufacture of uniform. shirts, 
jackets and blouses. Their trade has constantly expanded until their 
output is now sent to every state in the Union, and the steady devel- 
opment of their trade indicates that it has been founded on a most 
substantial basis. 

On the 10th of November, 1903, Mr. Lange married Elizabeth 
Sahorske, a daughter of Christ and Helen (Okrei) Sahorske, who 
were born, reared and married in Germany. Crossing the Atlantic in 
1891, they established their home in Milwaukee, where the father ' 
worked at his trade of smelting until 1912. That year witnessed 
his arrival in Racine, where he again worked as a smelter for many 
years, but he has now retired from the active cares of business life 
and’ is enjoying a well earned rest at the age of eighty-one years, 
while his wife is eighty-three years of age. Her mother died at - 
the advanced age of ninety-three years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lange have a family of three sons and a daughter: 
Frank, who was born June 29, 1904, is the designer and cutter with 
the Badger Shirt Company; Oscar A. is the office manager for the 
same company, and is mentioned elsewhere in this publication; Paul 
J. Jr., who was born June 24, 1909, is now factory superintendent 
of the Badger Shirt Company; and Florence, born November 6, 1912, 
is the wife of George Wanserski, who was a ceramics designer before 
World War II, and is now a chief petty officer, stationed at Klamath 
Falls, Oregon. 

Politically Mr. Lange follows an independent course, considering 
the capability of the candidates who desire office rather than their 
party affiliation. His religious faith is that of the Catholic church 
and he was formerly quite active in the Catholic Order of Foresters. 
The Badger Shirt Company has membership connection with the 
Union-Made Garment Manufacturers, the Wisconsin Manufacturers 
Association, with the State Chamber of Commerce and the Racine 
Association of Commerce, so that his interests and activities cover a 
wide range. He finds recreational interest in reading history and he 
greatly enjoys fishing and hunting. He and his family reside at 1000 
Melvin Avenue, and he is regarded as a leading business man and 
substantial citizen of Racine, where he has made his home for forty- 
five years. 


FRANK E. HEBERT is an attorney of Tomahawk whose identifica- 
tion with the Wisconsin bar dates from 1918. Continuous progress 
in this field has brought him to a creditable and enviable position in 
the profession, which he has followed in his native city of Tomahawk 
since 1932. He was born April 7, 1896, a son of EK. D. and Alexina 
(Young) Hebert. The father, a native of the State of New York, 
was for many years superintendent of the Tomahawk Land Company, 
an organization which was founded by Mr. Bradley and his associates. 
E. D. Hebert was a son of Frank and Rose Hebert, both of whom 
were born in Paris, France, where they were reared and married. 
On coming to this country they settled first in New York State, but 
later continued their westward journey, with Iron Mountain, Michi- 
gan, as their destination. The grandparents of Frank E. Hebert 
in the maternal line were Dennis and Margaret Young, and they too 
were of French lineage. In the family of E. D. and Alexina (Young) 
Hebert were two sons, the elder being George Hebert, who is a 
graduate of Carroll College and is now living in Long Beach, Cali- 
fornia, where he is engaged in the construction business. 

Frank E. Hebert, the younger son, entered the public schools 
of Tomahawk, passing through consecutive grades to the high school, 
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and later he became a student in Marquette University, where he 
pursued his law course, being graduated in 1918, with the Bachelor 
of Laws degree. He then went to Arcadia, Wisconsin, where he 
opened an office and continued in practice until 1925, when a lucrative 
position was offered him by the Lawyers Cooperative Publishing 
Company of Rochester, New York, to go upon the road selling law 
books. He was thus engaged until 1932, when he returned to Toma- 
hawk to settle down in the practice of law, in which he has met 
with gratifying success. He now has a large clientele and is thereby 
connected with much of the important litigation heard in the courts 
of this district. He prepares his cases with thoroughness and care 
and presents his cause in a clear and logical manner that has won 
for him many favorable verdicts. 

Mr. Hebert married Miss Martha Hansen, of Tomahawk, and 
they now have two sons and a daughter. Frank E. Jr., who was born 
in Milwaukee, October 18, 1917, is a graduate of the Tomahawk 
high school and is a technical sergeant of the military police force 
at Camp Des Plaines. Robert H., who was born in La Crosse, Wis- 
consin, July 11, 1920, completed his high school work in Tomahawk, 
after which he matriculated at the University of Wisconsin, where 
he spent the succeeding five years as a student. He was almost 
ready to receive his LL.B. degree when he joined the army and is 
now on duty in the intelligence department. He is now stationed in 
England, where in 1944 he married Joyce Young, an English girl. 
Margery, the cnly daughter of the Hebert family, was born in St. 
Louis, Missouri, April 5, 1925, and is now a student in the Chicago 
Art Institute. Mrs. Hebert is a member of the Methodist church, 
while Mr. Hebert belongs to St. Mary’s Catholic Church. He is now 
serving on the rationing board of Tomahawk and at all times he 
manifests an active interest in civic affairs, supporting those measures 
which he deems vital to the public good. He has likewise filled the 
office of city attorney. Along strictly professional lines he has mem- 
bership in the Lincoln County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State 
Bar Association and the American Bar Association. 


Hon. EDWARD J. ROETHE, newspaper editor and former member 
of the Legislature, representing the Sixteenth senatorial district in 
the State Senate, has made his home in Fennimore since 1899, and 
throughout this period has been associated with the publication of 
the Fennimore Tvmes. 

Born in Whitewater, Wisconsin, May 12, 1878, he is the son of 
Edward and Katherine (Gottfried) Roethe. The father, Edward 
Roethe,’a cabinetmaker by trade, was born near Dresden in Saxony, 
Germany, came to the United States in his youthful days and after 
residing for a time in Boscobel removed to Whitewater, this state. 
It was after his arrival in Wisconsin that he married Miss Gottfried, 
who was born in Alsace-Lorraine and came to the new world when 
fourteen years of age. Mr. Roethe died in Whitewater and his widow 
in Fennimore. Both are buried in beautiful Hillside cemetery in 
Whitewater. 

It was in the schools of his native city that Edward J. Roethe 
pursued his studies until graduated from high school with the class 
of 1897. After teaching two years in the country schools of Milwaukee 
County he joined his brother, Henry E. Roethe, in the ownership 
and publication of the Fennimore Times and has since been active in 
the field of journalism. His deep interest in civic welfare and pro- 
gress has long been manifested, and his leadership in public affairs has 
resulted beneficially to his community and state in many ways. 
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In 1919 he was elected president of the village of Fennimore 
and was continued in that office until incorporation of the city, when 
he became the first mayor. The years 1920, 1922 and 1924 chronicled 
his reelection to that office, in which he introduced various reforms 
and improvements highly beneficial to the community. 

Advanced political honors awaited him, however, for in 1924 he 
was chosen state senator from the Sixteenth district, comprising 
Grant, Vernon and Crawford counties. Mndorsement of his service 
in the upper House of the General Assembly came in his reelection 
in 1928 and again in 1936. Between 1929 and 1931 he served as chair- 
man of the interim committee on education. He served on the high- 
way committee for three sessions, also on the committees on agri- 
culture and labor, education and state and local government. His 
colleagues chose him as president pro tem of the Senate for the 1939 
session and at the same time he served as chairman of the com- 
mittee on education and public welfare. 

In 1906, in Neillsville, Wisconsin, Mr. Roethe married Bessie 
Frantz, and they have become parents of six children. Of the four 
sons, Donald Byron, Charles Edward, Arthur Fraiutz and Leo Willis, 
all graduated from the University of Wisconsin with the exception 
of Charles, who attended the University for two years before joining 
the staff of. the Fennimore Times and assisting his brother, Donald, 
in the active management of the newspaper. Arthur is with the 
ODT in Milwaukee, and Leo with the Hoard’s Dairyman in Fort 
Atkinson. 

The two daughters, Catherine C. and Charlotte L., are both grad- 
uates of Stout Institute at Menomonie, Wisconsin, and are in Los 
Angeles. Miss Catherine is a food supervisor and Charlotte is the 
wife of Lieutenant Richard Brainerd, serving overseas in the 
Philippines. 

After leaving the Legislature Mr. Roethe served on the secretarial 
staff of former Governor Julius P. Heil and at present is executive 
secretary to Governor Walter S. Goodland. 

The family has membership in the Lutheran church and Mrs. 

Roethe has been quite active in woman’s club circles. She is a past 
president of the Fennimore Woman’s Club and has also done work 
in connection with the State Federation of Women’s Clubs. 
Mr. Roethe’s activities outside of the publishing and political fields 
have largely concentrated on the Masonic order. He belongs to 
Fennimore Lodge No. 219, F. & A.M., of which he is a past master ; 
Grant Chapter No. 27, R.A.M., of Lancaster, Wisconsin; De Molay 
Commandery, K.T., of Boscobel; Madison Consistory, in which he 
has attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite; Zor 
Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S., of Madison; and the order of the Eastern 
Star. He likewise has membership with the Modern Woodmen of 
America. For eight years he was a member of the State Fair Advi- 
sory Board from the Third congressional district and he served as 
the first president of the Fennimore Chamber of Commerce. His 
fellow townsmen recognize and attest his worth not only in public and 
business affairs but in all other relations of life as well. 


Dr. CARL E. ZELLMER, alert, energetic and highly trained along 
professional lines, now ranks as one of the leading physicians and 
surgeons of Langlade County. He has his office in Antigo, where he 
is also the president of the Peoples Bank. Antigo is proud to number 
him among her native sons. He was born here January 12, 1894, his 
parents being August and Julia (Wojan) Zellmer, both natives of 
Germany, where they were reared and married, coming to the United 
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States in 1878. The father had received training as a mechanical 
engineer in Germany and a few months after he had established his 
home in Marion, Wisconsin, he decided to: remove to Antigo, where 
he joined the Begliner Company, building a sawmill for that organiza- 
tion. When the Crocker Chair Company took over the business of 
the Begliner Company, August Zellmer remained with the former 
and continued that association until he retired from active business. 
He passed away in 1929, having for nine years survived his wife, 
whose death occurred in 1920. They were the parents of six children, 
two of whom died in early life. 

Their son Doctor Zellmer obtained his early education in the 
grade and high schools of Antigo and in 1917 he won the Bachelor 
of Science degree on completing a course of study at the University of 
Wisconsin. In preparation for the profession which he had decided 
to make his life work he then entered the University of Pennsylvania, 
which conferred on him the M.D. degree in 1919. He further qualified 
for practice through his interneship in the Madison General Hospital 
of Madison, Wisconsin, and in the Wisconsin State General Hospital. 
During the first World War he had served with the United States 
Red Cross. In 1920 he was made a member of the medical faculty 
of the University of Wisconsin, teaching clinical pathology and 
bacteriology until 1922, when he returned to Antigo and established 
practice here. His success, because of his previous training and 
broad experience, was assured and his patronage has increased with 
the passing years. His efforts are attended with a high degree of 
suecess and at all times he keeps in touch with the medical procedure 
that follows scientific research and investigation. 

Aside from his medical practice Doctor Zellmer is well known as 
the president of the Peoples Bank, which is located in the Masonic 
Temple building, facing Fifth Avenue. The quarters were changed 
to suit banking requirements and extensive improvements were made, 
including the building of a new front of Bedford stone, while attrac- 
tive interior fixtures were installed by the J. H. Weiss Company of 
St. Louis, Missouri. The interior finish is of black walnut with 
marble trim. Double doors open on a long, spacious and well lighted 
room extending nearly the full length of the building, and the ceiling 
is of white diamond paneled wood. ‘There is ample space for the 
deposit boxes, the vault being eighteen inch steel reinforced with 
concrete, with a half inch battleship lining, and there is a ten inch 
Mosler door, while the A. McKlintoc burglar alarm system has been 
installed. The Peoples Bank is capitalized for $75,000, has a surplus 
of $23,000 and undivided profits and reserves amounting to about 
$14,500, while the deposits now amount to almost $2,000,000. The 
officers of the company are, in addition to Doctor Zellmer as president, 
O. J. Husemeier as vice president and A. L. Mazanec as cashier. The 
bank is a member of the Federal Deposit Insurance Company. The 
Doctor was elected to the presidency of the bank at the-time of its 
organization in 1988 and has since retained that position, wisely and 
successfully directing its growth and development. 

Doctor Zellmer married, June 11, 1921, Luella Giese, and to them 
were born three children: Emily, born February 19, 1925, wife of 
Lieutenant L. J. Schroeder, a bomber pilot now stationed at Memphis, 
Tennessee, after serving in the Kuropean theater, where he was 
taken prisoner but escaped; Julia Ann, born August 9, 1927, a 
senior in high school; and Winifred, born August 18, 1929. Doctor 
Zellmer married Mrs. Lillian Davis Zimmerman on May 4, 1948. 
She has one child by a previous marriage, Thomas Frederick, born 
December 21, 1942. 


‘ys LOM, Wah Wye) ot We ea 
“Yianonery ‘ 

att h ino at oni site thieon oie Bak yi ot 

stoi ogiinA o} svorme1 ot’ od rierozet’ 


-axiires1o Sadt tod Moyen 2 9 A q9rrllgat 
to eagniend sif) t9v0 toot ynaqmos) ~exoon) 
1) € 


war?) offi dtiw boniamey somlloS jaugnA 
eesaleud eviton non) baited od tei tole TS Boiss 
Stiweid hoviviwa eisoy onia F BP dg : mi yaws 

agrblidda xia to atnerag rt? oTaWe y- sect sh es a20 dt 


a) 
off ni noltacvhs Ylise sit feniaide yomlloS voto hos “i : 
soledonl ot now od VIC ti haa oyltnA to aloodea dgid hax 6 
to viiswovin) odd su ybuie To exter & ynitslqmos a0 soTaSb 9909198 ee 


hebisob bad of doitw avivestorg od? w? aottersqeiq af ionaey 4 
sineviventsd to yniersvidU orf? hevader? cord oi drow ail eid ofa ol | 
bottifasp rediuut ell CCl mi serash 0M ont mid no beriinos doidw 
letiqeoll levered noeibslé ell sd qidapiirotai aid dguotdd doling 10% 
datiqeoll letone) 9ini2 nienoselW oft nt bork dienoostW noeiball Yo 
asians holiaU oft ditw bevise fad ol wW bhioW jet 4 untrscl 
Witoxt isoibont sit te edit #8 Oban waw od OSOT AT ‘abot hall 
bre yRofodisq Laviails yoidonst sniaaoseiW Yo Wiarsvia od? to ~ 
bedvildaies bon dyitiA of betwder sd dodwr S8OT Tite vadloitsisad = = 
bis ghininss avviverqg sid Yo spiesed exds9ue sill” syed soltoatg * 
dtiw beesssoni sad sganottag eid has beweek rew Sonsiteaqxe bad 
to sergoh dgid 2 diiw bebastia sia eiwits xi #189y guiseag. oft 
sishoee1y svibect ot? iiiw dowed ot ejeol od esis fle t 


as 
j 


(a 


ona olittw «nels rolled Yo JnctTt won @ Yo yitibliod oft yaihu 


Oban Stsw slnomsevoriml Sviktes2ze bac xtnometinps gnidasd Jon 7 
Yo ynsgma) ecioW H.C oft yt bellatent? stow exmdxh ioheini svit 


si} 10% songs signe ei statT hoow belemaq bromaih slidw 
djiw boorelaiey feats dont weetdgio anied Husy ot 


ity ay " 
deed aef motave arais salgved seinilHoM .A adf ulidw | lac h 


otT .yaaginoD soneweal sivoqe Inve eff to isdavem 6 : 
eli Yo emis oi sa dead of) Yo yomsbinety Sd¥ oF botosis any 
bia yioziw .noitizeq tadi hetisiet sale ead bas BCL ni ne 
Snsarqoiovah bas diveory ali ynifsstib yh 
mot} of ban sesid allont Jeet $F daub beiciamn smiled 
fo otiw ,8kel Cf yiniidet wied “limit | ‘ow 
idgimlé te bonottni wor Joliq vwdined » io? LD Jonnsti ne 
aow si sridw ralasd? sasqowal odd mi gaivtse tovia, sseronmaT 
o ASCr © JjerguaA mod wank allot pheqeies sod 
toi .UkUL 8S JauguA mod jhesti bee ; loads: 


Vit 
4 4 ‘ : . ihe 1 fF {h iC Tt f 
Bol db Yoh ao amrommis xived Ail behead Mies Hay, 
tei its re, mire Re as T t er , : ‘\. pa male 1 of a 
“te ‘ ¢ ih . . i ayia “ i 
) yy. cs 16 woes 
| ; i f - F 


BIOGRAPHY 743 


The Doctor’s hobby is his dairy farm, to which he gives his 
personal supervision in the raising of high bred Guernsey cows. He 
belongs to the Kiwanis Club and has served as governor of the 
northeastern division of Kiwanis. He also has membership in the 
Masonic order, in which he has attained the thirty-second degree of the 
Scottish Rite, and is a Shriner. Along professional lines he is con- 
nected with the Langlade County Medical Society, the Wisconsin 
State Medical Society and the American Medical Association, thus 
at all times keeping abreast with what is being accomplished by the 
most eminent representatives of the practice of medicine and surgery. 


. THOMAS HENRY MurpPHY, who has long been connected with the 
postal service In Eau Claire, where he is now filling the position of 
postmaster, and who was here born February 6, 1882, is a son of 
Patrick and Mary Ann (Keegan) Murphy. The father, who was 
born in County Kilkenny, Ireland, March 17, 1840, was a laborer who 
in 1850 crossed the Atlantic to Canada, where he made his home for 
thirty years and then crossed the border into the United States in 
1880, settling in Eau Claire, Wisconsin. He became associated with 
the lumber business and his death occurred November 10, 1894. He 
married Mary Ann Keegan, who was born in Osgood, Ontario, Can- 
ada, July 5, 1845, and died May 15, 1927. Their family included the 
folowing named: Mrs. Catherine Alice Remmel, who lives with her 
daughter, Mrs. William Donovan, in Green Bay, Wisconsin; Mrs. 
Mary Jane Atter, now deceased, who made her home in Eau Claire 
and who is survived by her son, John A. Atter, who is married and 
has one son, John Thomas; John James Murphy, who was a conductor 
on the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad but retired in 1944; 
Judge William P. Murphy, of Crookston, Minnesota; Francis H. 
Murphy, who is a salesman at Ironwood, Michigan; Thomas H., 
whose name introduces this record; and Nicholas E. Murphy, a resi- 
dent of Eau Claire. 

After mastering the work of the grades in St. Patrick’s parochial 
school Thomas H. Murphy then attended the Eau Claire high school 
and soon after was employed by the Northwestern Lumber Company. 
Later he was with the Wisconsin Telephone Company for a time and 
he has long been connected with the post office, where from 1901 to 
1902 he was with the mailing division and from 1902 to 1907 was 
stamp clerk. Subsequently he was night clerk and was connected with 
the registry and money order division. He was also general utility 
clerk until 1917, and from that time until September 1, 1943, was 
superintendent of mails. All this gave him thorough and compre- 
hensive training in the work of the post office and he is familiar with 
every phase thereof, so that he was well qualified for his promotion 
when he was made postmaster. The work of the office is carried on 
with dispatch under his careful supervision and he is prompt and 
faithful in the discharge of all his duties. He was also secretary of 
United States ciyil service from 1903 to 1917, and he realizes the 
necessity for efficiency in all branches of federal work connected with 
the orderly disposal of the mail. 

Politically a Democrat, Mr. Murphy has always given his support 
to the party since attaining his majority. His religious belief is 
indicated in his connecton wth St. Patrek’s Church, which he has 
attended since his youthful days, and he belongs to the Holy Name 
Society and to the Knights of Columbus, which draws its membership 
from only those of Catholic faith, and with which he has been iden- 
tified since 1907. He has held membership in the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks since 1909. He belongs to the Hillcrest 
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Golf Club, finding much pleasure on the links, and he is a member of 
the Wisconsin Chapter of the National Association of Postmasters. 

In Eau Claire, June 22, 1914, Mr. Murphy married Amy Barbara 
Walsh, of Hayward, Wisconsin, who was born May 21, 1895, a daugh- 
ter of Patrick and Mary (Van Hecke) Walsh. She had three brothers 
and three sisters: Mrs. H. J. Hansen (Nellie), of Rosholt, Wisconsin; 
Mrs. Grace Furley, Whitewater, Wisconsin; Mrs. Isabel Duffee, of 
Madison, Wisconsin; Harry, deceased; G. P. Walsh, of Hayward, Wis- 
consin; and Don J. Walsh, of Bay City, Michigan. Mr. and Mrs. 
Murphy are parents of a daughter and son. The former, Mary 
Kileen, born in 1921, is now the wife of Alfred Merrill Weichert, 
whom she married August 9, 1939, and they have two children—Bar- 
bara Ann, born March 20, 1941, and Richard Allen Weichert, born 
May 1, 1943. Thomas Henry Murphy Jr., born June 13, 1926, gradu- 
ated from the St. Patrick’s high school in June, 1944. He enlisted in 
the United States Navy in July, 1944, and was in boot training at 
Great Lakes, Illinois, then a radio student at Wisconsin University, 
Madison, graduated with Navy Class No. 58 (Radio) in April, 1945, 
and was assigned to the Pacific May 21, 1945, and served as Radio 
Operator S 1c on the United States Cruiser San Francisco in Pacific 
waters. 


RHINELANDER’S SCHOOL SYSTEM has been steadily developed in 
accordance with modernized educational methods during all the 
years that have passed since a one-room schoolhouse was built on 
the site where the first junior high school of the city stood. It was . 
in that little building that a school meeting was held on April 21, 
1883, and school was there opened on the 18th of June following, with 
an enrollment of eighteen pupils, Miss Jennie Loomis being the first 
teacher. On the 26th of October, 1884, a three-room schoolhouse was 
completed to meet the demand of the increasing population, and the 
original building was moved across the street and occupied as a 
dwelling. 

The progress made in the school system of the city was further 
manifest in the erection of the first high school building in 1889, 
and this was replaced in 1912 by the present high school structure, 
which is well located on a high elevation that commands a wide view 
of the surrounding district. The building has since been thoroughly 
modernized as to interior and equipment. When the high school 
course was introduced A. D. Prideaux became the first superintendent 
and in the opening year there was one graduate. George Peterson, 
the second superintendent, remained until 1894, and it was during 
that period that a four years’ course was substituted for the previous 
three years’ course. 

Today the school property of Rhinelander consists of seven build- 
ings, including five ward schools and one junior and one senior high 
school. Charles Gleason became the third principal and remained 
for three years, when he was followed by Frank Hyer and he in turn 
by I. A. Lowell, who was superintendent from 1900 until 1906, when 
E. B. Collins was called to the position and continued in the office 
until 1908. F. A. Harrison was then the incumbent in the office of 
city superintendent of schools from 1908 until 1912, when W. A. 
Colburn was chosen and continued for ten years or until 1922. In 
the meantime, in 1907, the school had been admitted to membership 
by the North Central Association of:Colleges and Secondary Schools. 
It was during the superintendency of Mr. Colburn that a removal 
was made from the old to the new high school building, and when 
Mr. Colburn retired he was succeeded by R. A. Brazure, who remained 
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from 1922 until 1924. J. W. Browning was then in charge from 
1924 until 1928, when Walter F. Kruschke, the present superinten- 
dent, was called to the position. 

The members of the present board of education are James M. 
Caldwell, president; Mabel Carr, secretary; E. J. Draheim, vice 
president; and Bernard Straub, treasurer. Forty years ago the 
high school had a three years’ course and forty-five students under 
the supervision of two teachers; today a four years’ course provides 
the pupils with a wide choice of electives and the student body now 
numbers five hundred, while in the junior high school there are 
four hundred. The enrollment in the five grade schools numbers about 
one thousand. The faculty numbers sixty-seven teachers, who on the 


“whole are a most efficient body, well qualified for the work they have 


undertaken. 

Walter F. Kruschke, who for eighteen years has been superin- 
tendent of the city schools of Rhinelander, was born in Sheboygan 
County, Wisconsin, October 7, 1891, a son of Herman and Martha 
(Torke) Kruschke, who were also natives of Sheboygan County. 
The father devoted his life to agricultural pursuits and both he and 
his wife are now deceased. They had a family of eleven children, 
of whom Walter F. Kruschke is the second in order of birth. He 
attended the rural schools of Sheboygan County and the Waldo high 
school, after which he entered the Milwaukee Teachers College. He 
received his Bachelor otf Philosophy degree from the University of 
Wisconsin in 1920 and his Master of Philosophy degree in 1940 and 
he has also taken graduate work in education at Columbus Uni- 
versity. 

Mr. Kruschke’s educational training, however, was not con- 
tinuous, for after completing his high school course he taught for 
one year in Scott, Wisconsin, and in the district school at Sherman, 
Wisconsin, for two years. Throughout his professional career he 
has been identified with the schools of Wisconsin, and after serving 
in various towns and cities as principal of ward and high schools 
he became supervising principal. He served as. superintendent 
of schools at Kewaunee, Wisconsin, for seven years before coming 
to Rhinelander in 1928 to accept the position of city superintendent 
here, and through the intervening period of more than eighteen years 
he has continued in the office, discharging his duties with marked 
capability and fidelity, the schools under his direction making sub- 
stantial and gratifying progress. Today the senior high school library 
contains thirty-five hundred volumes, and the junior high school 
twenty-five hundred, and these are of great assistance to the students. 
Mr. Kruschke’s hobby has always been tree planting and gardening, 
and he was instrumental in getting the county board to donate three 
hundred acres of land, on which the high school students could plant 
trees, and thus much has been learned by them concerning forestry. 
When he first took up his duties here he began landscaping the high 
school grounds, which are well known for their beauty, and he was 
instrumental in having a football field opened. He is actuated by a most 
progressive spirit in all that he undertakes and maintains the highest 
standards of scholarship while promoting extra-curricular activities. 

Mr. Kruschke married Kathryn C. Decker, of Shawano, Wis- 
consin, who is a graduate of the Thomas Normal School of Detroit, 
Michigan, and was librarian at Shawano prior to her marriage. 
The only child of Mr. and Mrs. Kruschke is John Elwood, who was 
graduated from the University of Wisconsin on completing the pre- 
law course, and who won his LL.B. degree at his graduation from 
Marquette University in 1945. 
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There is a military chapter in the life record of Mr. Kruschke, 
for during the first World War he served in the ordnance department 
of the United States Army for two years, one of which was in over- 
seas duty. He belongs to the American Legion, has membership in 
the Rotary Club, of which he was formerly president, and both he 
and his wife are members of the Congregational church. Along 
strictly professional lines he is connected with the Central Wis- 
consin Teachers Association, the Wisconsin Teachers Association, 
the National. Education Association, the City Superintendents Associ- 
ation and the National Association of Schoo] Administrators. 


_ Rev. HowArp A. TAupot, D.D. On the list of able and devoted 
clergymen of the Fox River valley whose work has been of far- 
reaching effect and importance appears the name of Dr. Howard 
A. Talbot by reason of his long and effective service as a minister of 
the gospel, his sterling citizenship, his continued activity to elevate 
the standards of living and also by reason of his many estimable 
personal qualities. Born in Chardon, Geauga County, Ohio, he is a 
son of John Thomas and Margaret (Brown) Talbot, and his ancestral 
line is traced back to the time of early Colonial settlement in this 
country, his forebear, Jared Talbot, having been one of the original 
proprietors of Taunton, Massachusetts, where he died in 1686. The 
grandfather of Doctor Talbot was John Talbot, who was born in 
Providence, Rhode Island, January 26, 1772, and in 1833 removed 
with his family to Chardon, Ohio, where he passed away in Novem- 
ber, 1854. 

John Thomas Talbot, son of John Talbot, was born in Avon, Con- 
necticut, June 28, 1810, and accompanied the family to Ohio when 
twenty-three years of age. There he was married to Margaret 
Brown, of Hampden, Ohio, and soon afterward they removed to Wil- 
loughby and later to Painesville, Ohio, but subsequently returned to 
Willoughby. Eventually they became residents of Cleveland, Ohio, 
where John Thomas Talbot died June 18, 1895. 

After acquiring his early education largely in the schools of Paines- 
ville, Doctor Talbot spent three years as a clerk in a general store in 
Willoughby and then enrolled as a student in the Willoughby Colle- 
giate Institute. After completing his course there he entered Yale 
University, where he was graduated in 1872. By that time he had 
determined to devote his life to the ministry and after studying for 
three years in the Union Theological Seminary, was graduated in 
1875, followed by his ordination by the Presbytery of New York on 
the 4th of May of the same year. His Doctor of Divinity degree was 
conferred on him by Carroll College of Waukesha, Wisconsin, in 19238. 

Doctor Talbot took up his ministerial duties as pastor of Covenant 
Chapel, now the Church of the Covenant, in New York City, where he 
continued for six years, when failing health caused him to seek a 
change of climate and through the succeeding eight years he was 
Presbyterian pastor at Merrill, Wisconsin. In 1889 he accepted a 
eall to the First Presbyterian Church in De Pere, Brown County, 
resigning his pastorate there in 1910, after which he devoted five 
years to magazine work and during the same period occupied a pulpit 
each Sunday in Wisconsin and other states. After a three years’ pas- 
torate at Green Bay, from 1915 to 1918, he returned to his former 
charge at De Pere, remaining as the loved minister of that congrega- 
tion until July, 1929, when, at the age of eighty-two, he retired and 
gave over his work to younger hands, thus retiring from active min- 
isterial duties. He had devoted fifty-four years to preaching the 
gospel, spending thirty-two years of that period in De Pere. 
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In Ossining, New York, January 26, 1876, Doctor Talbot was 
married to Matilda L. Hubbell, a daughter of Henry D. and Caroline 
Hubbell. Mrs. Talbot died May 2, 1929. Of the three children of this 
marriage the eldest, Wilson Phraner, died at the age of two years. 
Margaret Chichester became the wife of Frank C. Hale, of Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin, and after his death married Dr. John C. Black, a leading 
dentist of Chicago. Howard Hubbell Talbot, youngest of the family, 
attended the De Pere public schools and later was graduated from 
Beloit College, while subsequently he completed a course in mechanical 
engineering in the Case School of Applied Sciences in Cleveland, Ohio. 
He next spent three years in the engineering department of the Gov- 
ernment and then became assistant engineer with the Woodward Man- 
ufacturing Company at Wooster, Ohio. While there residing he 
married Miss Marguerite White, of that city. Accepting a position 
as assistant engineer of the United Engineering & Foundry Company 
of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, he removed to that city and in April, 
1929, was advanced to the position of chief engineer in the organ- 
ization. 


Dr. FRANCIS G. BACHHUBER is an able and representative phy- 
sician of Mayville and belongs to a family of rather notable record 
in that four of the five sons of his father’s family became physicians, 
thus following in the footsteps of their father, Dr. Alfons Bachhuber, 
who devoted his life to the practice of medicine in Mayville. He had 
pursued his education in the medical school of Northwestern Uni- 
versity in Chicago, there winning his M.D. degree in 1898, after 
which he located in Mayville, where he became a much loved and re- 
spected physician, continuing his professional work here until his 
demise in 1938. He had married Marie Bach, who survived him only 
until July, 1940. They had a family of six children, as follows: Hugo, 
who is engaged in the insurance business in Mayville; Alfons, a 
physician now practicing in Coloma, Wisconsin; Maxine, the only 
daughter, who was born November 19, 1902, and is now the wife of 
Dr. John E. Pichotte, a dentist of Mayville, and the mother of four 
children, Jean, Mary Ann, Jack and Richard ; Francis G., whose name 
introduces this record; Alois, a physician of Coloma, Wisconsin; and 
Edward, who prepared for the medical profession and is now serving 
with the United States armed forces. 

Dr. Francis G. Bachhuber was born in Mayville, April 5, 1905, and 
here pursued his education, passing through successive grades to the 
high school, after which he entered the University of Wisconsin, there 
pursuing studies until 1927, when the Bachelor of Arts degree was 
conferred on him. He also spent one simmer session at the University 
of Chicago and next enrolled as a medical student at Northwestern 
University, where he received his professional degree in 1928. He 
gained broad and valuable practical experience in connection with his 
chosen calling while serving as interne for a year at the Milwaukee 
County Hospital and six months as resident physician in that institu- 
tion. Returning to Mayville, he joined his father in practice and the 
partnership between them existed until the father’s death in 1938, 
since which time he has practiced alone. He utilizes every opportunity 
to broaden his knowledge and thus promote his efficiency in his chosen 
life work, and his understanding of the scientific principles which 
underlie his work has given him high place in the ranks of the medical 
profession in Dodge County. He made no mistake in choosing as a 
life work the calling in which not only his father and his three broth- 
ers but also a number of his other relations have made steady advance- 
ment, thus adding to the excellent record of the medical fraternity 
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in this section of the state. He has membership in the Dodge County 
Medical Society, the Wisconsin State Medical Association and the 
American Medical Association, and the proceedings of these bodies 
keep him in touch with the onward trend of medical practice. 

Doctor Bachhuber was united in marriage to Miss Lillian Sette, 
of Milwaukee, and his interest outside of professional circles centers 
in his home and family. Seven children have been born of this mar- 
riage: James L., Marie Louise, Francis G. Jr., Katherine, Michael, 
Judith Anne and Frederick. The parents are members of St. Mary’s 
Church of Mayville and the Doctor also belongs to the Holy Name 
Society. His fraternity is Alpha Kappa Kappa. He is much interested 
in the welfare and progress of his community and for eight years he 
has been a member of the school board, but the extent and importance 
of his private practice gives him little leisure for outside activities. 


-THE PESHTIGO TIMES is now owned and published by Leo J. Pesch, 
who is a native son of Peshtigo and who has been connected with the 
paper since 1929. Newspaper publication, as represented by the 
Times, had its inception here in 1877, when the Peshtigo Herald was 
started, the first issue having been brought from the press on the 
8th of February of that year. It was, however, only published for 
a short time and it was almost ten years later when the next journal 
was brought forth, under the name of the Peshtigo Argus, the first 
issue appearing January 29, 1887. The business was organized by 
P. A. Badour, who continued to publish the paper until 1890 and then 
sold to J. W. Hall, who remained the owner and publisher until 1893, 
when the paper was discontinued. ; 

Late in that year P. A. Badour and Mr. Noel resumed the publi- 
cation of .the paper, but a year afterward the partnership was 
dissolved and Mr. Noel again took up the task of issuing the paper 
late in the year 1893, under the name of the Marinette County Argus. 
On the 20th of April, 1894, A. D. Pergoli and James Larson founded 
a paper know as the Peshtigo Times and began its publication with 
Herman Schaner as the editor. This partnership was dissolved when 
Mr. Larson retired from business on the 18th of October, 1895. In 
1897 Thomas Barrett purchased the Peshtigo Times, which in 1911 
he sold to his son, Larry Barrett, who continued its publication until 
1912 and then sold out to P. O. Winther, who was then the proprietor 
until February 2, 1918, when the building and all its equipment were 
destroyed by fire. 

On the 9th of May, 1918, Thomas S. Greer again began publish- 
ing the Times, of which he was owner and editor until 1923, when 
he disposed of the paper to Arthur Egley, who died a few months 
later, on September 24, 1923, after which his widow disposed of the 
paper to Victor L. Dahlen on June 16, 1924. He conducted it for three 
years and then sold to his father, J. N. Dahlen, who remained the 
owner for about five years and on the Ist of August, 1929, he sold 
out to Leo J. Pesch and M. J. Smith, who in reorganizing the business 
renamed the paper the New Peshtigo Times. On the 1st of May, 
1931, Mr. Pesch acquired the interest of his partner in the paper 
and is now proprietor and editor of the Times, of which he is making 
a successful business venture. This is a weekly eight-page paper 
with a circulation of twelve hundred copies. In 1936 his present 
substantial brick building was erected and it is supplied with all 
modern printing machinery and equipment for facilitating the work. 
The mechanical makeup of the paper is excellent, its editorials 
interesting and instructive, and since Mr. Pesch took charge the 
paper has continually grown in public favor and popularity. In 
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addition to issuing the Times he does commercial printing and 
furnishes employment to five people. 

Mr. Pesch, who was born in Peshtigo, July 26, 1904, is a son 
of John and Mary (Schrantz) Pesch. The father, a native of Ger- 
many, came to the United States in his early manhood and first 
settled in Dunkirk, New York, where he worked as a polisher, 
having learned the trade before leaving Germany. In 1902 he 
removed to Wisconsin and took up his abode on a farm near Pesh- 
tigo, becoming a leading and valued resident of the community. He 
served as school clerk and as a member of the school board and was 
much interested in educational advancement and in civic progress. 

.Leo J. Pesch is the youngest of the five children born to John 
and Mary Pesch, of whom three are living, and he began his educa- 
tion in the public schools here, after which he attended a business 
college. He was first employed on the Post Crescent, a newspaper 
of Appleton, Wisconsin, working in the pressroom for three years. 
He then became connected with the Tuttle Press of Appleton and 
remained in a similar capacity for two years, after which he spent 
six months as an employe of the Banta Publishing Company of 
Menasha, Wisconsin. Having decided to make newspaper work his 
life occupation, he then entered a vocational school at Appleton, 
where he studied printing and publishing in all its forms, thus adding 
technical training to the practical experience that he had already 
received. 

The year 1929 witnessed his return to Peshtigo, where in partner- 
ship with M. J. Smith he purchased the Times from J. N. Dahlen 
and in 1931 became sole owner through the purchase of his partner’s 
interest in the business. His standing in journalistic circles in this 
section of the state is plainly indicated in the fact that he was chosen 
and is now serving as president of the Five County Printing House 
Craftsmen. 

Mr. Pesch is serving on the Peshtigo water commission, is a 
member of the Lions Club and is deeply interested in all that pertains 
to the upbuilding and progress of his community, making his paper 
an advocate of all measures for the general good. Both he and his 
wife are members of St. Mary’s Catholic Church and he belongs to 
the Holy Name Society, while Mrs. Pesch is a member of the Altar 
Society. 

It was in 1925 that Mr. Pesch married Miss Anna Smegoski, of 
Appleton, a daughter of John and Mary Smegoski. The children of 
this marriage are four in number, namely: Mary Ann, born October 
6, 1928; Leo James Jr., born January 1, 1931; Carol Ruth, born 
August 20, 1983; and Patricia Jane, born March 15, 1939. 


CARL MARTY Sr. To achieve success and then spend the later 
years of life in the pleasureable enjoyment of a well merited rest is 
the desire of almost every individual, and such is the record of Carl 
Marty, who became the leader of the Swiss cheese industry of 
Wisconsin and who is now accorded a leisure that enables him to 
cultivate his artistic and literary tastes. He was born in the Canton 
of Thurgau, Switzerland, April 8, 1878, a son of Jacob and Katherina 
Marty, of whose family of twelve children he was the sixth in order 
of birth. His father died in 1920, at the age of eighty years, having 
long survived his wife, who died in 1883. 

Carl Marty arrived in this country when a youth of thirteen years 
and became assistant to his father, who had come to the United 
States in 1883 and operated a cheese factory near Argyle. After 
working with his father for three years, Carl Marty ran a factory of 
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his own and in 1891 he decided to acquaint himself with the Ameri- 
can method of agriculture, so he began working on the Adam Blumer 
farm and engaged again the following year in manufacturing cheese. 
In 1893 he went to Milwaukee to enter the Mayer’s Business College, 
having saved enough money to pay his tuition and expenses for three 
months. He then obtained a position in the William Steinmeyer 
grocery store and as he was a big, strong fellow, the greater share of 
the laborious tasks of the store were turned over to him, but he worked 
willingly and saved his money until late in 1893 he had a sufficient 
amount to enable him to visit his sister in Roumania. She was the 
only one of the family left in the old country and had become very 
. homesick to see some of her close kin, so Carl Marty took it upon 
himself to make the trip. After visiting his sister for a time he ob- 
tained a clerkship in a bank in Bucharest, there remaining for two 
years. 

Mr. Marty, however, had formed a real attachment for America 
and so decided to return to the new world, settling in Monroe, Wis- 
consin, in 1896. Here he eagerly sought work, without finding any, 
but one day when he and a companion of about his own age were 
sitting on a corner, planning a trip to California that they might see 
something more of this great country, Robert Kohli, editor of the 
local Swiss paper, came along and, knowing young Marty, asked him 
what he was doing. On receiving the answer he said “How would 
you like to work for me on my paper? I can’t pay much; do you 
think you could live on six dollars per week?” After discussing the 
matter Mr. Marty decided to try it, and found his work consisted of 
editing, typesetting, reporting and doing everything else connected 
with newspaper publication, but he found it interesting and realized 
that it would be educational, and it was always his desire to promote 
his knowledge, so he remained with Mr. Kohli for five years, learning 
many valuable lessons in what has been termed “the poor man’s 
college.” 

With only the small salary which he was getting Mr. Marty decided 
to marry Mrs. Verona Jones, who was of Swiss descent and was a 
widow with three young daughters, Grace, Bessie and Edna, whom 
Mr. Marty reared and educated and who are now all happily married. 
The other children of the household born of this marriage are: Carl 
O. Jr., Robert F. and Catherine. 

In 1901 Mr. Marty again entered the cheese manufacturing busi- 
ness, joining the Charles Zuercher Wholesale Cheese Company at 
Brodhead, Wisconsin, as bookkeeper-and there remaining until 1907, 
when he became bookkeeper, manager and general utility man with 
the Glauser-Ladrick Company of Chicago. In 1910 he purchased a 
half interest in the business and in 1912 became sole owner, carrying 
on the enterprise under the name of Carl Marty & Company until 
1939, when he sold to the Borden Company. It was in 1923 that he 
sold his buildings in Chicago and removed the business to Monroe. 
His Chicago realty included two large warehouses. The Borden in- 
terests had erected a building at Monroe prior to 1923, but the venture 
had not proved profitable and Mr. Marty purchased their building 
and used it all through the years until 1939, when the Borden Com- 
pany again bought the building from him at a substantial profit, Al- 
though he had retained his interest in the business, he had retired | 
from active work about twenty years earlier, the management being 
then assumed by his two sons, Carl and Robert F. Marty. In the 
meantime he and his sons had placed the Swiss cheese industry in a 
position of leadership and had established one of the world’s finest 
Swiss cheese plants, spacious and thoroughly modern, a well con- 
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trolled procedure characterizing the conduct of the business in every 
department and phase. He never compromised with materials or 
methods, utilized milk of the highest grade and brought forth a 
product which set the standard for activity in this field. The name 
Marty became a synonym for the best not only in Swiss cheese but 
also in other cheese manufacture, and Mr. Marty’s ideas upon cheese 
manufacturing were widely accepted as authority throughout the 
country. He is a member of the North American Swiss Alliance. 

Mr. Marty was an active supporter of Philip La Follette in his. 
day and worked effectively to further the interests of the Governor 
and the party. For one year he served on the State Board of Agri- 
culture and he is a member of the Turner Hall Club, of which he was 
one of the organizers and a trustee until 1940. He is also a member 
of one of the oldest of the singing societies, the “Swiss Harmonie,” 
and he was one‘of the organizers of the Green County Historical 
Society. He has a life membership in the Chicago Art Institute and 
was one of the founders of the Monroe Country Club, to which he 
still belongs. When he worked on the newspaper in his early man- 
hood he created the character of ‘“Gruppner Chrigel,” similar to Paul 
Bunyan, which met with decided popularity, and poetry, too, was one 
of his weekly contributions to the paper. He published a book of his 
poems in Swiss, German and English that met with wide favor not 
only in this country but also in the land of his birth, and in these 
quiet later years he finds time all too short in which to express his 
artistic talent. He is a man of unusual ability, and when the neces- 
sity for earning money was no longer his he began indulging in some 
of the activities in which he longed to engage, including painting; and 
his portraits, rural scenes and flower canvases are something of which 
he may well be proud, several of his portraits being masterpieces. He 
has a collection of antique furniture and of old coins and his antique 
glass collection is a famous one. His Indian collection, too, was made 
with painstaking care, and his home is one of the show places of 
Monroe. He and his wife, who is a daughter of Christ Isely, of Swiss 
descent, are members of St. John’s Evangelical Chureh: 


Emmett A. MBILI, M. D., has been successfully engaged in the prac- 
tice of medicine and surgery since 1932, when he opened an office in 
Cochrane, his native city. He was born August 26, 1908, a son of 
John and Lorena (Hofer) Meili. The father, who was born in 
Switzerland, was only six months old when his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Rudolph Meili, left the land of the Alps to establish their home in the 
new world and with their family located at Fountain City, Wisconsin, 
where Rudolph Meili engaged in farming throughout his remaining 
days. 

John Meili, father of the Doctor, was reared in Fountain City and 
after there pursuing his eariy education, continued his studies in 
Valparaiso University of Indiana. Later he engaged in teaching 
school for a number of years and subsequently he became the owner 
and editor of the Landsmaunn, a newspaper of Cochrane, which he 
established in 1898 and continued to publish until 1918, after which 
he served for a year as journal clerk in the State Legislature. He 
was next elected county clerk of Buffalo County and removed to 
Alma, the county seat, where he remained until 1923, while occupying 
the office for twelve years. For an equal period he served as post- 
master of Alma, retiring from that position in 1987, when he removed 
to Cochrane, where he is still living at the age of eighty years. His 
wife, now sixty-nine years of age, was born in Buffalo County, near 
Cochrane, and is a daughter of John B. Hofer, a native of Switzerland, 
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who came with his parents to the United States when about ten years 
of age. The family settled on a farm in Buffalo County, not far from 
Cochrane, and there the great-grandfather of Doctor Meili carried on 
agricultural pursuits until his death. John B. Hofer also became a 
farmer and cultivated the old homestead until 1886, when he removed 
to Cochrane, where he built a hotel that is still being used for the 
same purpose. In addition to his hotel business he operated saw and 
feed mills and several threshing rigs for a number of years but 
ultimately retired from active business life, continuing to make his 
home in Cochrane until 1983, when he passed away. 

Doctor Meili pursued his education in the public schools of 
Cochrane to the fifth grade, then studied for one term in the public 
* schools of Madison and finished the course in Alma, where he was 
graduated from high school in 1920. He next attended the County 
Normal at Alma and, after completing his teacher ‘training taught 
school for two years before enrolling as a student in the University 
of Wisconsin, where he won his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1928. He 
remained there as a medical student for three years and received his 
professional degree as a member of the class of 1931. After which 
he served his interneship in the Kansas City General Hospital of 
Kansas City, Missouri. He is a member of Alpha Kappa Kappa medi- 
cal fraternity and elected to the Phi Beta Kappa and Alpha Omega 
Alpha, honorary scholastic and medical fraternities. 

On the 1st of September, 1932, Doctor Meili began practicing at 
Cochrane, where he has since followed his profession, meeting with a 
most creditable measure of success. Further reading and study keep 
him constantly in touch with the latest researches and discoveries 
of medical science, and his methods are thoroughly modern and pro- 
gressive. He has banking interests in Cochrane, but he devotes the 
major part of his time and attention to his professional duties, which 
are promptly and conscientiously performed, with results highly 
satisfactory. For the past two years, since 1943, he has been serving as 
health officer in addition to his private practice and he is also a mem- 
ber of the staff of the Winona (Minn.) General Hospital, St. Francis 
Hogpital of La Crosse, Wisconsin, St. Elizabeth’s Hospital of Waba- 
sha, Minnesota, and St. Joseph’s Hospital of Arcadia, Wisconsin. He 
belongs to the Tri-County Medical Society, the Wisconsin State Medi- 
cal Society and the American Medical Association. 

On the 18th of September, 1933, Doctor Meili married Miss Cleo 
Maher, a daughter of Arthur and Minnie (Meixner) Maher, both 
natives of Wisconsin and now residing in Durand. Her father is a 
carpenter and contractor, Doctor Meili is a member of the Masonic 
fraternity and of the Lutheran church and in these connections are 
found the rules that govern him in all his relations with his fellow- 
men. His political endorsement is given the Republican party. He 
finds relaxation and pleasure in hunting and fishing and his hobby is 
woodworking, tor which he maintains a model plant in his home, there 
producing many interesting pieces which indicate his skill in that 
field. 


ANTON MATTHIAS WERNER, an active member of the bar at Sheboy- 
gan and identified with many business interests which are prominent 
factors in the growth and prosperity of the city, was born in Kewas- 
kum, Wisconsin, February 19, 1894, and is a representative of one of 
the old families of the state, his grandfather, Anton Werner, having 
come to Wisconsin in 1848, after which he engaged in farming. His 
son, Anton Werner II, was a hotel and tavern keeper at Kewaskum 
and New London, and he married Emma Deutsch, who belonged to 
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a pioneer family that settled near West Bend. She is still living and 
makes her home in Sheboygan. 

A. Matthias Werner completed a course of study in the New 
London high school, after which he worked in the post office there 
until he entered Marquette University to further continue his prepara- 
tion for the bar. From November, 1917, until February, 1919, he 
was a radio aircraft electrician with the United States Navy, being 
first at the Great Lakes Naval Training School, later at Harvard 
University and then at Pensacola, Florida. 

After receiving his discharge from the navy, he resumed his 
studies at Marquette University and was graduated in 1919, when 
the Bachelor of Laws degree was conferred on him. Since his 
admission to the bar he has continued in the general practice of 
flaw in Sheboygan as a member of the firm of Werner & Clemens and 
has long occupied a commanding position in professional circles here, 
his ability being manifest in the clear, forceful and lucid manner in 
which he brings the facts of the case before the court. He has also 
become identified with a number of leading business houses of the 
city, and his sound judgment and keen business discernment have 
featured largely in their success. He is now treasurer of the Press 
Publishing Company of Sheboygan and is president of the Bowler 
Security Company, the Bowler Realty Company, the Lake Shore 
Abstract Company, the Crystal Lake Crushed Stone Company and 
the Sheboygan Majestic Theater Corporation. He is also the owner 
of River Hills Farm, near Sheboygan, and his interest in its further 
cultivation and improvement constitutes one of his chief diversions 
from professiona] and business cares. ‘ 

Mr. Werner has also been active in affairs of a municipal and 
public character. He was city attorney of Sheboygan from 1923 
until 1929, during which time many condemnation suits were begun, 
resulting in the opening of new streets. Always a supporter of the 
Democratic party, he served as a delegate to its national convention 
in 1932 and he has been chairman of the county central committee. 
In 1941 he was a member of the committee that was formed because 
of the resignation of Charles EK. Broughton, Democratic national 
committeeman. He formerly served as state director of the National 
Recovery Administration, with offices first in Madison and later in 
Milwaukee; was chairman of the State Housing Administration that 
started the. federal housing projects in Wisconsin; and was state 
director of the National Emergency Council. He has closely watched 
the trend of public events and the development of public opinion and 
has worked consistently for what he believes to be for the general 
good. He is a member of the board of regents of the University of 
Wisconsin and is executive director of radio station WHBL of 
Sheboygan. He was appointed a member of the staff of Governor 
Schmedeman and of Governor Heil, with the rank of Colonel, and 
since 1933 he has been a member of the Sheboygan police and fire 
commission, of which he has served as chairman for three years. 
From March, 1942, until May, 1944, he served as general counsel 
for George T. Crowley, Alien Property custodian at Washington, 
1D, &. 

Mr. Werner married Dorothy Bowler, of Sheboygan, daughter 
of T. M. Bowler, and they have become parents of five children, 
David A., Mary Ellen, Timothy Bowler, Anton Matthias and John 
Mark. The family attend the Catholic church and Mr. Werner is 
a Knight of Columbus. He also has membership in the American 
Legion, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and in Alpha 
Gamma Phi fraternity. 
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Timothy M. Bowler, who had much to do with the development 
of Sheboygan, particularly the southern section of the city, was 
born on a farm in Monroe County, Wisconsin, in 1871. After his 
graduation from the high school of Sparta, Wisconsin, he engaged in 
teaching school for a’ time and then became county superintendent 
of schools. Later he attended the University of Wisconsin, where he 
was graduated in 1896 on the completion of a course in law, and in 
February, 1898, he came to Sheboygan, where he began practicing 
his profession in association with his brother, E. R. Bowler, under 
the firm style of Bowler & Bowler. He served as city attorney and 
he gained a place in the front ranks of the representatives of the 
legal profession in his adopted city. He also entered the field of 
“business, in which he also made continuous progress, becoming 
president of the Citizens Telephone Company, an independent con- 
cern, while as a member of the Bowler Realty Company he had much 
to do with the development of the south side of Sheboygan. He was 
also president of the Press Publishing Company from 1912 until 
1923, and at ali times he carried forward to successful completion 
whatever he undertook. He died in Sheboygan, October 22, 1928, 
at the age of fifty-two years. 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN SMITH. Pioneer conditions still prevailed 
in Wisconsin when Benjamin Franklin Smith became a resident of 
De Pere, where for many years he remained a highly esteemed citi- 
zen and representative business man who contributed largely to the 
upbuilding and improvement of Brown County and this section of 
the state. Born in Canada, he arrived in Wisconsin in the fall of 1851, 
in company with his father, Daniel Smith, whose lumber and flour 
mills in Canada had been destroyed by fire and who sought the op- 
portunity of again building up a successful business in a new country. 
Father and son traveled on foot from Sheboygan to De Pere, for the 
stage at that time was only used to carry baggage. In September, 
1853, the father died and was the first person interred in Greenwood 
cemetery. 

Benjamin F. Smith was only eighteen years of age when he as- 
sumed the responsibility of providing for the support of his widowed 
mother and the three younger children of the family by securing em- 
ployment with the leading lumber company of De Pere. His ability 
and loyalty were immediately recognized and when he was only nine- 
teen years of age he was given charge of the Wilcox flour mill. 

In 1857 Mr. Smith established a home of his own through his 
marriage to Anna Maria Jordan, the youngest daughter of Dominicus 
and Keziah (Dingley) Jordan, of De Pere. Her father was already 
aman past middle age when he came to Wisconsin from Maine, where 
his people had lived through seven generations and where he had been 
postmaster of his home town and several times a rnember of the 
governor’s council, as well as an enterprising and energetic business 
man. In Wisconsin he continued in his former lines of business 
lumbering and merchandising. His son Woodford, who surveyed 
Jordan road, had died and after the death of his son Robert, feeling 
the need of a young associate in business, Mr. Jordan was joined by 
his son-in-law, Mr. Smith, who two years later purchased Mr. Jor- 
dan’s interest in the mercantile business, which he then conducted 
independently for three years and then sold. From 1863 to 1866 he 
was associated with his father-in-law in lumbering on the Wolf River, 
after which he again took over his former mercantile business, having 
in the me&intime continued as owner of the store building at Broadway 
and James streets. There he continued active for forty years, and in 
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addition to his large mercantile business he was active in other fields. 
He established a lumber yard and built a commercial dock to dispose 
of his product and utilized three or four of the Goodrich Company’s 
boats weekly in transportation. In 1869 he became interested in the 
building of a furnace for the National Iron Company, which produced 
charcoal and utilized the rough wood that had hitherto been an en- 
cumbrance in the neighborhood, and in clearing away the timber he 
made the land ready for agricultural purposes. As farming became 
more general he and his son-in-law, A. G. Wells, built an elevator to 
handle grain and other produce, and Mr. Smith also remained presi- 
dent and cashier of the National Iron Company until it was placed on 
a substantial basis, when he sold his stock. After retiring from 
active business management he became a charter member and large 
stockholder in the National Bank of De Pere and continued on its 
directorate until his death. 

A short time previous to his death in 1869 Mr. Jordan had re- 
quested Mr. Smith and his wife to occupy the old Jordan home at the 
corner of Broadway and William Street, and there Mrs. Smith passed 
away September 15, 1912. Mr. and Mrs. Smith were the parents of 
two daughters and a son—Mrs. Addie B. Wells and Sarah Elizabeth, 
both of whom were graduates of Rockford College, of Rockford, Illi- 
nois, and Horace Jordan, who completed a course in the science and 
law departments of the University of Wisconsin. 

Mr. Smith was always deeply and helpfully interested in the 
public welfare and for several terms served as a member of the De 
Pere city council and also on the board of county supervisors, acting 
for a time as its chairman. He always took a progressive stand in 
regard to any measure that he believed would prove beneficial to city 
and country, and his labors were far-reaching and resultant. Soon 
after becoming a resident of De Pere he joined the First Presbyterian 
Church and almost continuously thereafter was one of its trustees. 
He was equally loyal to the Masonic fraternity, of which he became 
a member soon after attaining his majority. Because of his influence 
over the business development, his contribution to the public welfare 
and his efforts for moral progress, De Pere lost one of its most 
honored citizens when he passed away April 20, 1914, at the age of 
seventy-eight years. 


LINCOLN CouNTyY BANK. Historical records bring to light the 
fact that this strong and reliable banking institution of Merrill has 
almost completed a half century of existence, during which time it 
has been a vital force in the upbuilding of city and county. It first 
opened its doors to the public on August 1, 1897, and was the pioneer 
bank of this section, having been founded by A. H. Stange, who 
conducted it as a private bank until private banking operations were 
prohibited by legal enactment, when a state charter was taken out. 
Its resources in the year of its inception were: Loans and discounts— 
$29,374.82; cash on hand and due from other banks—-$38,002.27 ; 
furniture and fixtures—$1,873.92; while its liabilities were: Time 
deposits — $19.031.30; demand deposits — $49,921.76 ; earnings — 
$297.95; bringing the total to $69,251.01. 

The policy of the bank has always been such as to temper 
progressiveness with a safe conservatism that has carefully guarded 
the interests of depositors and stockholders alike. Its growth, based 
upon sound banking principles, has been steady and gratifying. The 
first home of the bank was on West Main Street, but the rapidly 
developing patronage soon led to a demand for more commodious 
quarters and a new building was erected at the corner of Prospect 
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and Main streets, which it was believed would prove sufficient for 
many years to come but, by 1912, this too proved inadequate and the 
present modern banking building was erected on an adjoining lot. 
It is furnished with all modern facilities that will safeguard its 
deposits and add to the convenience of those transacting business 
here, and it is a monument to the men who have been at the head of 
the institution. 

A. H. Stange, who became president at the beginning, continued 
to fill the office until 1935, or for a period of thirty-eight years, and 
while in the later years he was not active in its conduct, his long 
experience and sound judgment proved a valuable asset in directing 
-the labors of others and his counsel was always greatly appreciated. 
He possessed keen business insight and he recognized the possibility 
for aiding in the upbuilding and improvement of the city and wisely 
utilized his chances to further progress in the rural districts as well. 

. During the forty-eight years of its existence the bank has passed 
through several financial storms that have involved the monied 
interests of the country, and in 19383, when banks were closing all 
over the United States, the Lincoln County Bank was able to keep 
its doors open and through its own resources met every demand of - 
its depositors without loss to them of a single dollar. When Mr. 
Stange wished to put aside the more strenuous duties of the presi- 
dency his work was largely taken over by William J. Tesch, who was 
the executive vice president and cashier and who was elected to the 
presidency in 1935. As managing official he carried out the well 
established policy of the bank, giving close attention to its affairs 
and displaying sound judgment in its direction. Today his associate 
officers are: C. H. Stange. vice president; H. F. Tewes, cashier; 
Edward F.: Moyer and M. F. Talbot, assistant cashiers, while the 
board of directors consists of William J. Tesch, Max Van Hecke, 
H. F. Tewes, Augustus Stange, C. H. Stange and A. B. Nelson. 

The total resources of the bank according to its annual statement 
issued at the close of business on June 30, 1945, amounted to 
$4,827,108.23. Today the bank is capitalized for $100,000; has a 
surplus of $150,000, undivided profits of $109,288, while its deposits 
now amount to $4,467,819. Contrasting these figures with those 
of the organization year, 1897, it will be seen what a substantial 
growth the bank has enjoyed, and all this is an indication of the 
- eonfidence which the public has in the institution—a confidence that 
has never been betrayed in the slightest degree, for at all times its 
officials have been thor oughly reliable, seeking not only the success 
of the bank but interested in promoting the pWellate of city and 
county. 


WILLIAM J. TESCH, president of the Lincoln County Bank of 
Merrill since 1935, and previous to that time the executive vice 
president and cashier for a number of years, was born in Appleton, 
Wisconsin,‘a son of Charles and Louise (Wagner) Tesch. At the 
usual age he entered the public schools of his native city and gradu- 
ated from high school. He then studied at Lawrence College. After 
completing his studies he made his initial step in the business world 
by securing a position in the First National Bank of Appleton, where 
he was employed in various capacities as efficiency and experience 
gained for him different promotions. Later he went to Kaukauna, 
Wisconsin, as cashier of the First National Bank, there remaining 
for six years. His entire life has been devoted to the banking 
business, in which he has gained ever broadening experience, so 
that he was well qualified for his present responsibility and duties. 
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It was in 1914 that Mr. Tesch came to Merrill to accept the 
cashiership in the Lincoln County Bank, of which he was made the 
executive vice president in 1915. On the retirement of A. H. Stange, 
the founder of the bank and its president from the beginning, Mr. 
Tesch was elected to the presidency and has since given his attention 
to administrative direction and executive control of the bank, the 
history of which is given elsewhere in this work. During the year 
1939-40 he was president of the Wisconsin State Bankers Associa- 
tion and in 1944 was on the executive council of the American 
Bankers Association. 

In 1912 Mr. Tesch married Ethel Cameron, of Milwaukee, and 
their only child is Robert Preston Tesch, born in 1921. After com- 
pleting a high school course here he studied in the University of 
Wisconsin and later was a student in Marquette University when he 
was called to military service. He is now with the army and has 
been on active duty in Italy for more than a year. 

Mr. Tesch has led a very busy and useful life and in addition to 
his bank connection he is the vice president and treasurer of the 
Merrill Manufacturing Corporation and has a like connection with 
the Taylor Insulation Company. He belongs to the Masonic order, 
and he finds his recreation and relaxation in a game of golf. His 
wife is a member of the Presbyterian church and is also active in 
the work of the Red Cross. 


Dr. JoHN H. KArRstEN. The name of Karsten has long figured 
prominently in connection with the history of the medical profession 
in Horicon, where Dr. John H. Karsten is not only practicing suc- 
cessfully, but where he is following in the footsteps of his father, who 
was long a distinguished physician and surgeon here. He was Dr. 
Adrian C. Karsten, who was born in Forreston, Ogle County, [llinois, 
August 16, 1865, his parents being John H. and Adrianne Karsten, 
both of whom were born in the Netherlands. The former, born Feb- 
ruary 16, 1833, devoted his early life to the study of theology and of 
medicine, and later was ordained as a minister of the gospel, after 
which he devoted fifty years to the active work of the church. He was 
only eleven years of age when he came to the United States in 1844, 
going first to Holland, Michigan, a town that had been founded and 
settled by people from the Netherlands. He attended school to learn 
the English language and afterward was graduated from Rutgers 
College at New Brunswick, New Jersey, with the class of 1862. After 
his ordination as a preacher of the gospel he filled various pulpits in 
Fond du Lac County, Wisconsin, and also was connected with differ- 
ent churches in Illinois and Michigan, greatly promoting the cause 
of Christianity in the communities in which he labored. To him and 
his wife were born six children, namely: Adrian C., Elizabeth, Con- 
rad, Anna, Carrie and Jennie. 

Dr. Adrian C. Karsten in the acquirement of his education attended 
successively the district schools of Fond du Lac County, the high 
school at Waupun, Wisconsin, Hope College at Holland, Michigan, and 
the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor before beginning prepara- 
tion for the medical profession as a student in Rush Medical College 
of Chicago, where in due time his M.D. degree was conferred on him. 
At the age of twenty-seven years he opened an office in Horicon, 
where he met with substantial success through the many years of 


~ his connection with professional work here. He soon demonstrated 


his ability to cope with the complex problems of health and gained a 
place as one of the leading physicians and surgeons of this section of 
the state. ; 7 
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In February, 1887, Dr. Adrian C. Karsten was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Mary McCoy, who was born in Baltimore, Maryland, 
January 26, 1865. Both are now deceased and in their passing Horicon 
lost two of her most valued residents. They had a family of three chil- 
dren: Norma, who was born September 5, 1888; Jean, born June 7, 
1894; and John H. 

The last named, born in Horicon May 16, 1896, received his early 
educational training in the public schools here and after completing 
the high school course entered Hope College at Holland, Michigan, 
where he won his Bachelor of Science degree in 1919. In the meantime 
he had joined the army for service in the first World War and was on 
duty as a private at Base Hospital 411 at St. Denis, France. After 
returning to this country he received his discharge and resumed his 
studies. He pursued his medical course at Marquette University in 
Milwaukee, his professional degree being conferred on him in 1924. 
Following his graduation he spent about a year as interne in the Mil- 
‘ waukee County Hospital and then came to Horicon. From the be- 
ginning he has met with gratifying success in his practice here, his 
patronage increasing steadily with the passing years, and his work 
has reflected most creditably upon the history of the medical profes- 
sion, of which his father was a representative and honored member. 
He has always practiced independent of partnership relations, so 
that his advancement is the direct outcome of his own efforts. He 
belongs to the Dodge County Medical Society, the Wisconsin State 
Medical Association and the American Medical Association and keeps 
thoroughly informed concerning what is being done by the leading 
members of his chosen calling, so that modern methods are familiar 
to him. He also belongs to the Interstate Post Graduate Society, for 
he has taken post-graduate courses in both obstetrics and pediatrics 
at the University of Wisconsin. ,; 

On the 17th of October, 1925, Doctor Karsten married Katherine 
Clausen, of Horicon, a daughter of Fred Clausen, of a prominent 
family here. The children of this marriage are three in number, Fred, : 
Mary and Johanna. Mrs. Karsten. belongs to the Episcopal church. 
The Doctor has membership with the Masonic order and his wife 
with the Eastern Star. They are well known socially, and their own 
home is the abode of a warm hearted ‘hospitality that is greatly en- 
joyed by their many friends. 


Dr. ALBERT M. KELCHNER, of Sullivan, where he has lived since 
1939, is devoting his life to aiding his fellowmen who are suffering 
from ill health. While he is a graduate osteopath, he works along 
even broader lines and gives considerable attention to surgical cases. 
A native of Lima, Ohio, the Doctor was born January 3, 1910, and has 
therefore hardly reached the prime of life. The family is of Swiss 
lineage and was founded in America by his grandfather, Samuel 
Kelchner, who on coming to the new world settled first m Pennsyl- 
vania, where he was a mine prospector. He came from Berne, Switz- 
erland, and he married Elizabeth Sherrick, who was also a member 
of a Swiss family. Their son, Dr. Albert M. Kelchner, father of him 
whose name introduces this review, has for many years been 
an official in the Ohio State Hospital for the criminally insane. His 
wife, who bore the maiden name of Harriet R. Baker, passed from 
this life in 1939. Their family numbered two daughters and a son, 
the elder daughter being Elma and the younger Betty, while Albert 
M. was the second of the family. 

After pursuing his general education in the public schools of 
Lima, Ohio, until he ‘had completed the high school course, Dr. Albert 
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M. Kelchner, of Sullivan, began the study of osteopathy at Kirks- 
ville, Missouri, where he was graduated in 1933. He practiced in 
Helenville, Jefferson County, Wisconsin, for five and a half years 
and then came to Sullivan, where he opened an office. Here he has 
‘since remained and in addition to his constantly growing private prac- 
tice he is serving on the staff of the Hustisford Hospital and is now the 
president of the District Osteopathic Society. He has high standing 
in his chosen field, being particularly skilled in the methods which 
form the basis of osteopathic practice and with comprehensive un- 
derstanding of anatomy and the component parts of the human body. 
He is thorough and conscientious in all his work and his ability is 
widely recognized. 

The Doctor belongs to the Masonic fraternity and has member- 
ship in the Methodist church, to which his wife also belongs. He 
married Miss Mildred Moats, of Blair, Nebraska, a daughter of Dr. 
Earl Moats, who is a native of Iowa. Mrs. Kelchner is a graduate 
of the Wayne State Normal and she spent three years as a student 
in the Kirksville School of Osteopathy, but her marriage cut short 
her plans for a professional career, Between her college courses 
she taught in the Government school for the Winnebago Indians in 
Nebraska, and since her marriage she has been of much assistance 
to her husband through her cooperation and encouragement. Doctor 
and Mrs. Kelchner are the parents of three children, of whom they 
have every reason to be proud, namely: Betty Mae, born June 28, 
1934; Robert M., born December 2, 1986; and Carol Lynn, born Au- 
gust 8, 1939. The parents have gained a wide acquaintance during 
the four years of their residence in Sullivan and are cordially re- 
ceived in the best homes of the community. Their interests center in 
all that is cultural and progressive and their aid is always: given on 
the side of civic improvement and upbuilding. 


St. Mary’s HospitTaAL, of Rhinelander, is conducted by the Sisters 
of the Sorrowful Mother and it has celebrated the fiftieth anniversary 
of its founding. When an institution passes the half century mark 
in its history it is evidence of the helpful and valuable service that 
has been rendered, else it would have passed into oblivion, but the 
work of the hospital has continued to grow and prosper. 

A little more than fifty years ago Rhinelander was scarcely more 
than a lumber camp and the nearest hospital was one hundred miles 
distant—at Chippewa Falls, but there were many needs for hospital 
service because of the accidents and illness in the lumber districts. 
Rev. Nicholas July, then pastor of the Immaculate Conception Catholic 
Church, envisioned what it would mean to have a hospital in the com- 
munity and expressed his desire for such an institution to Msgr. 
Joseph Joch of Marshfield, who was then chaplain of the mother 
house of the Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother in his city. The endorse- 
ment of those higher in authority in the church was secured and 
the 5th of June, 1893, chronicled the arrival of three Sisters of the 
order in Rhinelander for the purpose of opening a hospital. They 
brought with them one trunk, a loaf of bread and fifty dollars in 
money, but they had the pioneering spirit that overcomes obstacles 
and feared not the sacrifice which their work would entail. They 
were established temporarily in the Adam Schliesman home on Kast 
King Street, and when six weeks had passed found their assets 
amounted to only one dollar. Debts were increasing and it was 
only through the most heroic efforts that they kept the hospital 
open. Typhoid was then largely epidemic, but they did not hesitate 
to meet it. To obtain money they used what was known as the 
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“ticket plan.” They would go into the lumber regions and sell five 
or ten dollar tickets to the lumberjacks, and this entitled them to 
hospital service if the need should arise, but it also gave the Sisters 
some working capital. 

With the growth of the town it became necessary to enlarge the 
hospital and land was! purchased that is still the site of St. Mary’s, 
while work on the construction of a new hospital was begun in the 
fall of 1894. It was a two-story structure which was completed 
and dedicated July 4, 1895, and for a quarter of a century it met 
the needs of the community for hospitalization. In time, however, 
these quarters became too small and prevented the Sisters from 
_rendering the service which they felt was adequate, but they had 

not the funds to meet the situation. Finally, in 1921, they appealed 
to the city for help in building an addition and for making necessary 
repairs to the old building. The city, however, did not immediately 
respond and it was only when there seemed a likelihood that 
Rhinelander would have to lose its hospital that the city authorities 
pledged fifteen thousand dollars toward the needed fund, while the 
general public also liberally responded and the Sisters furnished 
thirty-five thousand dollars, while the county board of supervisors 
agreed to give twenty thousand dollars provided the Sisters would 
give free care to five county patients each year for ten years. Thus 
the work was centinued, and in 1935 there was erected a further 
addition to the hospital, which brought it to its present size. It 
vies in construction and equipment with the best hospitals in the 
larger cities. It has a surgical department that is thoroughly modern 
in every respect and a new and beautiful chapel was opened on the 
second floor, while private quarters were arranged for the Sisters 
who operate the hospital. 

The new addition is sixty-nine and a half by forty-eight feet and 
is three stories and basement in height. It is of fireproof construc- 
tion, with brick and hollow tile walls with stone trim. Terrazzo 
floors were laid in the new addition and the latest plumbing and 
heating systems were installed. There are now three rooms, two 
new ones being situated in the addition on the third floor. These 
are well ventilated and air conditioned. In September, 1940, a new 
boiler room was added and two large heating boilers were placed 
therein. X-Ray equipment and new laboratory equipment have 
been installed, and a new home for the chaplain was built. His 
former home was converted into nurses’ quarters. Today the hospital 
has a capacity of seventy-five beds and ten bassinets. 

There have been twelve Sisters Superior in charge since the 
hospital was opened, the first being Sister M. Bonaventure, who 
remained for eleven years. Then followed various other members 
of the order who were equally devoted in their service and from 
1931 to 1937 Sister M. Epiphania was the Superior and in 1942 she 
‘was recalled to the position, which she now occupies. 

The hospital has always been staffed by a corps of competent 
physicians and the number of patients has continually increased, 
growing from seventy-eight in 1895 to seventeen hundred and nine 
in 1942, while 1941 was the largest year in the history of the institu- 
tion, eighteen hundred and twenty-nine being received. Dr. C. A. 
Richards is chief of staff, having thus served since 1937. 

The Sisters do gardening on an extensive scale on three good 
sized plots of ground, and they do their own canning. They also 
raise chickens and keep several cows, so that fresh eggs and milk 
are plentifully supplied. Elevator service provides easy access from 
one floor to another and there is an ambulance entrance on the 
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ground floor, where patients can be transferred to wheel chairs or 
to trucks and thus taken to their rooms without discomfort. It 
was a joyous occasion when in 1943 was celebrated the golden jubilee 
of the hospital, many of the Catholic clergy as well as many laymen 
attending the ceremonies, at which high mass was celebrated. 


DR. FRANK W. VAN KIRK, physician and surgeon of Janesville, 
has practiced here since 1909 and largely specializes in gynecology. 
He is of the fourth generation of the family in Wisconsin, his people 
having lived in the state for almost a century. His grandfather, 
John J. Van Kirk, came from New York State about 1849 and later 
his parents also removed to Wisconsin, the family thus becoming 
associated with the early development and upbuilding of Janesville 
and the surrounding country. John J. Van Kirk took up his abode 
on a grant of land near Janesville and in addition to farming he 
later took up construction work and did considerable building in the 
early days of the town’s settlement. His son, W. T. Van Kirk, devoted 
the greater part of his life to merchandising as a wholesale grocer 
of Janesville, and he was always interested in the welfare: and 
development of the town, although he never sought or desired public 
office, preferring to give his support to progressive public measures 
as a private citizen. 

Doctor Van Kirk, son of W. T. and Isabelle (Bostwick) Van Kirk, 
was born in Janesville, May 12, 1875, and after completing the work 
of the grades and the high school he entered the University of 
Wisconsin, where he won his Bachelor of Science degree in 1898. 
This served as the foundation upon which to rear the superstructure 
of professional knowledge and, having resolved to become a member 
of the medical profession, he then entered Rush Medical College of 
Chicago, which conferred on him the M.D. degree in 1901. He 
gained valuable practical experience at St. Luke’s Hospital of Chicago, 
in which he spent twenty-eight months as an interne, and then went 
to Europe, taking post graduate work in Vienna and Berlin for a year. 

Returning to the United States, Doctor Van Kirk became assistant 
to Dr. T. J. Watkins of Chicago, with whom he was thus associated 
for five years, and then came back to his native city in 1909, since 
which time he has enjoyed an extensive and lucrative practice here 
that establishes his position as one of the leading physicians of 
Janesville. While he has continued in general practice he has largely 
specialized in gynecology, in which branch of the profession he is 
particularly skillful. He has membership in the Rock County Medical 
Society, the Wisconsin State Medical Association and the American 
Medical Association and is a fellow of the College of Surgeons. His 
college fraternities are Phi Psi and Sigma Nu. 

The Doctor is a Rotarian and is a member of the Episcopal church 
and the Janesville Country Club, connections which indicate the 
nature of his interests outside of his profession. At the time of the 
first World War he was with the medical department at Camp Travis 
in Texas and then went to France, where he spent one year in active 
service, after which he was with the Army of Occupation for six 
months in Germany. He was attached to the Ninetieth Division and 
received his discharge on returning to the United States in the 
summer of 1919. He enjoys gardening and devotes to it much of 
his leisure time. 

In October, 1912, Doctor Van Kirk married Vera Wilcox, who 
is a°native of Clinton, Wisconsin. Like the Doctor she belongs to 
the Episcopal church and she is a very active member of the Young 
Women’s Christian Association and formerly was active in the 
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Parent-Teacher Association. Doctor and Mrs. Van Kirk have two 
sons. The elder, Frank W. Jr., was graduated from Dartmouth 
College and then entered Rush Medical College, where his father 
had been a student years before. After his graduation he was 
associated with St. Luke’s Hospital of Chicago for a time and is 
now resident physician at the University Hospital in San Francisco. 
The other son, Arthur H. Van Kirk, also a graduate of Dartmouth 
College, volunteered for service in the United States Army several 
months ago. 


Dr. EDWARD M. POSER, who is dean of the medical profession in 
. Columbus, having practiced here for a longer period than any other 
physician, his residence here covering the period from 1904 to the 
present, was born in Kewaunee, Wisconsin, April 28, 1868, a son of 
Frederick and Anna (Dishmaker) Poser, both of whom were natives 
of Germany. The father there learned the blacksmith’s trade, which 
he continued to follow after coming to this country. Both of his par- 
ents died in Germany and he came alone to the United States, making 
his way at once to Milwaukee, where he engaged in blacksmithing 
until his death. He married Anna Dishmaker, daughter of John and 
Anna Dishmaker, her father having been a keeper of forest in Ger- 
many. Deciding to try his fortune in America, he made his way to 
Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, and subsequently removed to the vicinity of 
Kewaunee, where he followed the occupation of farming. 

Doctor Poser was the seventh in order of birth in a family of eight 
children and at the usual age he became a pupil in the publie schools 
of Kewaunee, where he passed through successive grades until he had 
completed the high school course. He felt that he would like to become 
a druggist and secured a position in a drug store, while later he en- 
rolled as student in the pharmaceutical department of the University 
of Wisconsin, where he won his Ph. G. degree as a member of the 
class of 1888. He then conducted a drug store for three years, but 
during that time had become much interested in medicine and entered 
Rush Medical College of Chicago,/where he received his M.D. degree 
in 1908. He gained his interne experience in the Milwaukee County 
Hospital, with which he was connected one and a half years, thus 
greatly supplementing his college training with practical experience. 

In 1904 Doctor Poser came to Columbus and has practiced here for 
a longer period than any other physician of the city, having ministered 
to the needs of the sick and suffering here for more than forty 
years. He occupies a very prominent place in professional circles, for 
his efforts have been followed by results highly beneficial and satis- 
factory to his many patients. He is conversant with the most modern 
methods of practice, keeping in touch with the latest scientific re- 
searches and discoveries. He has membership in the Tri-County Med- 
ical Society, the Wisconsin State Medical Association and the Ameri- 
can Medical Association, and the reports of their proceedings add 
greatly to his professional knowledge. Aside from strictly profes- 
sional lines he is connected with the Knights of Pythias and the Mod- 
ern Woodmen of America. 

Doctor Poser married Adelle Falk, of Stoughton, Wisconsin, and 
they are the parents of four sons. Edward M. Jr. is a graduate of the 
Medical School of the University of Illinois at Chicago, having had 
two years of pre-medical work at the University of Wisconsin. He is 
now practicing as an eye, ear, nose and throat specialist. Frederick, 
the second son, pursued the study of law at the University of Wis- 
consin, which conferred on him the LL.B. degree and is now practic- 
ing in Columbus. John is also.a graduate of the University of Wis- 
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consin, where he pursued a special course in surgery, graduating in 
1938, and he is now first assistant to Doctor Schmidt at the University 
of Wisconsin Medical School. Rolf was graduated from the University 
of Wisconsin in the same year as John, 1938, completing the medical 
course and winning his professional degree. He is specializing in 
internal medicine and diseases of the heart and is now at the Wiscon- 
sin General Hospital in Madison as resident physician. The eldest son 
married Marcia Brush, of Lake Forest, Illinois, and they have one 
son, Edward III. Three of the sons have thus followed in the profes- 
sional footsteps of the father and are now successfully practicing, 
while Frederick is occupying a creditable position at the bar. 


ROBERT W. LUECK, who since 1908 has been closely associated 
with the civic interests and the professional life of Watertown as a 
leading member of the bar, was born in Juneau, Wisconsin, May 2, 
1881, a son of F. William Lueck, a native of Germany. His grand- 
father, Ludwick, who was a soldier in the regular army under Em- 
peror William, came to America in 18538, settling in Jefferson, Wis- 
consin, but after six months the family home was established in 
Lebanon, where the parents died during the cholera epidemic of 
1854, leaving four children. F. William Lueck then lived with his 
guardian, William Scherfee, until 1859. On the 5th of December of 
that year he made his initial step in the business world by going to 
Milwaukee to learn the boot and shoe trade. He had been in that 
city three years when he responded to the country’s call for troops to 
aid in the preservation of the Union, becoming a membcr of the 
Twenty-sixth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, which was assigned to 
duty with the Army of the Potomac. He was with Company A of 
that regiment and was on duty under General Hooker’s command 
and later under General Sherman until the cessation of hostilities. He 
participated in thirteen hotly contested battles and was one of the only 
two in the company that escaped sickness or wounds during the long 
conflict. He received his honorable discharge June 13, 1865, and after 
his return to Wisconsin he went to Horicon, where he conducted a 
boot and shoe business until January, 1869, when he removed to 
Iowa. On the 3d of June, 1876, he again came to Wisconsin and 
thereafter was a resident of Juneau until called to his final rest, con- 
ducting a shoe business in Juneau. On the 22d of October, 1869, he 
had married Phillippiene Scheuer, and they became parents of five 
children: William H., who died in infancy; Martin L., who was 
born July 29, 1872, and is now deceased; Clara M., who was born 
August 25, 1875, and is now deceased; Robert W., whose name heads 
this review; and A. W. Lueck, who is a prominent attorney practicing 
at Beaver Dam. ; 

While spending his youthful days under the parental roof Robert 
W. Lueck pursued his education in the public schools of Juneau, pass- 
ing through consecutive grades to his graduation from high school. 
His decision as to a life work led him to enroll as a law student in 
the University of Wisconsin, which conferred on him the Bachelor 
of Laws degree in 1903. He first opened an office in Waterloo, Wis- 
consin, where he practiced for about five years and then, thinking 
to find better and broader opportunities in Watertown, he removed 
to this city in 1908 and has here since made his home. His profes- 
sional record is one of steady progression, his practice continually 
increasing as the public has recognized his ability to successfully 
solve the intricate and complex problems of the law. His careful 
study and preparation of his cases is always followed by a clear pres- 
entation of the facts before the court and his deductions are always 
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logical. He ably filled the office of district attorney of Jefferson 
County for four years and was also city attorney for ten years, dis- 
charging his duties at all times with promptness and fidelity that 
well safeguarded the legal interests of the public. He has likewise 
served Watertown as its mayor for four years, and his administration 
was a businesslike and progressive one that furthered the welfare 
of the city. Mr. Lueck has membership with the Jefferson County 
Bar Association and the Wisconsin State and American Bar asso- 
ciations, and fraternally he is connected with the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks. 

In 1905 Mr. Lueck married Margaret Bolger, of Portland, Wis- 
consin, daughter of Edward and Bridget Bolger. The three children 
of this marriage are: Clara, a graduate of the University of Wiscon- 
sin and now the wife of Fred Schuetze; Laura, who is a graduate 
of St. Theresa’s convent at Winona, Minnesota, and is now the wife 
of Arthur Gruetzmacher; Robert W. Lueck Jr., who pursued his law 
.studies at Marquette University, where he was graduated with the 
LL.B. degree and is now associated with his father in the practice 
of law, although in June, 1941, he entered the army for service in 
World War II and is still in service. 


GEORGE B. PAGE, of Merrill, is the president of The Page Milk 
Company, which is not only operating in Lincoln County, but also 
in various other sections of the country east of the Rocky Mountains. 
The business was established at Merrill in 1925, but sixty years before 
the ancestors of the present generation had become identified with 
dairying interests in this country and abroad. Charles Page, who 
at one time was American consul in Switzerland, was the first of 
the name to become interested in this line of business, but since that 
day many representatives of the family have been prominently asso- 
ciated therewith. 

Rowland B. Page, who was born in Dixon, Illinois, and was a son 
of William B. Page, became the founder of the business in Merrill. 
He had married Gertrude Blackman, and they had a family of four 
sons and a daughter, of whom George B. Page is the eldest, the 
others being Walter, now deceased, William O., Jim and Pauline. 
Rowland B. Page had been, as it were, “to the manner born’ and his 
three brothers, Walter, Henry and Carl D., had also engaged in 
the milk business. 

In the early years of its history Lincoln County was largely given 
over to the lumber industry, but as the timber was cleared away 
leading citizens recognized that other business enterprises must take 
the place of lumber manufacture. The land that had been cut over 
was good for farming purposes, particularly. dairying, and a group 
of leading residents of Merrill induced The Page Milk Company to 
come to Merrill, where the business was incorporated in May, 1925, 
while operations were begun on the Ist of November following. On 
that day the milk receipt of the company was sixty-three hundred and 
twenty-nine pounds. Steadily the business increased until by 1935 
the annual intake reached thirty-five million pounds and their pro- 
ducts were being sent throughout the country east of the Rockies. 

The condensery of The Page Company at Merrill is one of the 
most modern to be found anywhere in the world. Almost all of the 
processes here used are handled entirely by machinery and the most 
sanitary conditions prevail in every part of the plant. The company 
has always paid the highest price to the farmers with whom it deals 
and the business has been built upon the stable foundation of 
industry, close application and reliability. Rowland B. Page remained 
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the president of the company until his death and was not only accorded 
a place among the leading business men of northern Wisconsin but 
was numbered among the prominent and influential citizens, working 
at all times for the public good. 

George B. Page succeeded his father as president of The Page 
Milk Company, and his associates in the official personnel are H. A. 
Page, of Toledo, as vice president; George Gilkey as secretary; and 
W. O. Page as treasurer. 

George B. Page was born in Richmond, Indiana, February 4, 
1903, and in the pursuit of his education attended high school in 
Potsdam, New York, and the Clarkson College of Technology at 
Potsdam before entering the -University of Michigan, where he 
received his Bachelor of Science degree in engineering. Throughout 
his active business life he has been interested in The Page Milk 
Company and as its president wisely directs its operations. 

George B. Page married Thelma Moe, of Lake Park, Iowa, and 
they have two children, Carol Jane, who was born November 8, 1940, 
and George R., born April 3, 1948. The father is a member of the 
Lions Club and of the Community Presbyterian Church. 

William O. Pege, brother of George B., was born in Malvern, 
Pennsylvania, and is a graduate of Dartmouth College. He is now 
associated with his brother George in the conduct and operation of 
the plant at Merrill. He married Virginia Castle, of Chicago, and 
their children are David and Anne. 

Jim Page, another brother, was born in Lockhaven, Pennsylvania, 
and is a graduate of the Pennsylvania State College. He is now in 
charge of the company’s plant at Coffeyville, Kansas, which was 
established by their father in 1928. He married Rita Wirtz, of 
Lafarge, Wisconsin. 

During the last eighty years that have been added to the cycle 
of the centuries the name of Page has been associated with all that 
is progressive in the handling and processing of milk, and the success 
of the company is the merited reward of their capability, knowledge 
and dependability. 


ALBERT J. O’MELIA is a leading attorney of Rhinelander whose 
high position in legal circles is indicated in the fact that he was 
elected president of the State Bar Association for the year 1943. 
His entire record reflects credit and honor upon his chosen calling 
and he is regarded as one who is able to cross swords in forensic 
combat with the foremost lawyers of Wisconsin. 

Born in Chase, Michigan, Mr. O’Melia is a son of James and Anna 
(Clark) O’Melia and a grandson of Patrick and Sarah (Joyce) 
O’Melia, who were natives of Treland and crossed the Atlantic to 
Canada in the year 1840, settling in the province of Quebec. There 
Patrick O’Melia engaged in the occupation of farming, and both he 
and his wife died in the early 1890s. 

Their son, James O’Melia, was educated in the schools of Canada 
and afterward became connected with the lumber business, working 
first as a teamster. In 1876 he left Canada, going to Reed City, 
Michigan. For several years he worked for others as a logger and 
riverman and then was advanced to the position of foreman. While 
thus engaged he began taking logging contracts, and in 1881 he 
removed with his family to Chase, Michigan, where for eight years 
he was in the employ of the F. B. Bouten Lumber Company. In the 
spring of 1889 he went to Oneida County, Wisconsin, where he was 
connected with the lumber industry for a number of years and then 
retired from business. He had a large interest in the Yawkey- 
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Bissell Lumber Company when he sold out. In 1904 he removed his 
family to Rhinelander but remained with the lumber company until 
1912, when he put aside business cares. He then lived retired until 
1915, but indolence and idleness were utterly foreign to his nature 
and in January of that year he accepted the appointment to the 
position of superintendent of the Oneida County Poor Farm. His 
wife died in 1920 and he passed away in 19382. He was a member 
of St. Mary’s Catholic Church and belonged to the Knights of 
Columbus, the Catholic Order of Foresters and the Ancient Order 
of Hibernians. He was married November 27, 18838, in Canada, to 
Anna Clark, a daughter of Martin and Margaret (Boyle) Clark. 
They had four children, of whom James H., the eldest died in 1939, 
after having made a most creditable name for himself in business 
circles. He was born at Chase, Michigan, August 4, 1885, attended 
the grade schools of Hazelhurst, Wisconsin, and afterward was 
graduated from the high school at Ashland, Wisconsin, in 1902. He 
then continued his studies in the University of Wisconsin and was 
numbered among its alumni of the class of 1906. He always engaged 
in the lumber business and became president of the J. H. O’Melia 
Lumber Company and was also the first vice president of the Oneida 
National Bank of Rhinelander, which he had aided in organizing. 
He married May Manion, of Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, and their 
four children are: Thomas, who was born July 4, 1912; Jane, born 
May 7, 1914; Robert, January 8, 1917; and James Jr., born September 
17, 1919. Albert J. O’Melia is the second son of the family of James 
and Anna (Clark) O’Melia. The daughters are Margaret, the wife 
of A. J. Keth, and Anna, who married William J. Sullivan, of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Albert J. O’Melia was only three months old when brought by 
his parents to Oneida County in the spring of 1889, the family 
settling in Hazelhurst, where he began his education in the public . 
schools. After the removal to Rhinelander he continued his studies 
here, being graduated from the high school with the class of 1907, 
after which he was a student for a year at the University of Wis- 
consin. He next began preparation for the bar in Marquette Uni- 
versity, where he won his Bachelor of Laws degree in 1911, and in 
the same year he opened his office in Rhinelander. In 1912 he was 
elected district attorney, and that he proved a capable incumbent in 
that position is indicated in the fact that he was continued in the 
office for ten years. He then resumed the private practice of law 
and advanced steadily in his chosen calling by reason of his careful 
analysis of his cases and his ready understanding of the legal prin- 
ciples related thereto, together with a clear and accurate presenta- 
tion of facts before the court. 

On the 7th of November, 1914, Mr. O’Melia married Miss Eva 
Hildebrand, a daughter of F. A. and Marion (McCabe) Hildebrand. 
They are the parents of four sons and a daughter. John F., who 
was born December 10, 1915, decided to follow in the professional 
footsteps of his father .and won his LL.B. degree in Marquette 
University, after which he joined his father in active practice. He 
married Audrey Everett, of Bangor, Maine, and he is now a first 
lieutenant in the United States Army on duty in France. Richard 
and Donald, twins, were born May 25, 1917, and Richard is now 
«a major in the Marine Air Corps, serving in the southern Pacific. 
He received his Bachelor of Arts degree from Notre Dame University 
and his Bachelor of Laws from Marquette University and he too 
became associated with his father in the practice of law. He married 
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Jane O’Neil, of Miami, Florida, and they have two children, Nial 
and Kevin. Donald O’Melia also won the Bachelor of Laws degree 
at Marquette University and has since been associated with his 
father in practice as a member of the firm of O’Melia & Kaye. In 
1944 he was serving for the second term as district attorney. He 
married Margaret McDonald, and they have three children, Nora, 
Michael and Mary. Ruth, the only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Albert J. O’Melia, was educated at Chestnut Hill College in Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania. She was born January 16, 1919. Albert Jr., 
who completes the family, is now a law student in Notre Dame. 

Mr. O’Melia has always been a man of marked civic spirit, and 
during the first World War he rendered much service to the country, 
acting as county fuel director, as director, secretary and treasurer 
for the Council of Defense, as chairman of the Red Cross and also 
as county manager of the sale of war savings stamps. He has been 
the secretary-treasurer of the Wisconsin Development Association 
and is an official and director of the Rhinelander Advancement 
Association. He was the third president of the Rhinelander Rotary 
Club and has keen active in every practical movement to enhance the 
welfare and progress of the city. He is a member of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church, belongs to the Knights of Columbus, in which he 
has been district deputy for the Fourth Wisconsin district, and 
belongs to the Elks Lodge. The O’Melia law firm is an outstanding 
one in northern Wisconsin and the sons bid fair to rival their father 
in their ability to solve intricate legal problems. 


THE SPARTA FREE LIBRARY, which is one of the three oldest in 
the state, was established through the efforts of the Young Men’s 
Library Association, which was organized by patriotic citizens in 1861 
and 1862, among the number being Romanzo Bunn, Dr. M. R. Gage, H. 
R. Hayden, J. T. Hemphill, Dr. C. McBride, L. B. Montgomery, Milton 
Montgomery, L. B. Noyes, Judge George EK. Pratt, M. A. Thayer, 
T. B. Taylor and E. S. Whitaker. In order to buy books they sold 
shares at five dollars a share and membership dues were two dollars 
a year, it thus having been organized as a stock association. Books 
were also contributed by members and later, when it became neces- 
sary to have more money to sustain the Library, the Sparta Dramatic 
Club gave entertainments to add to the funds. The membership, in 
spite of all efforts, and which at one time numbered one hundred, 
had dwindled to thirteen by the year 1873-74, and a meeting therefore 
was called in the office of Doctor Wells, librarian. There it was 
proposed that a new organization be formed under a state law which 
had recently been passed, authorizing villages and cities to establish 
free public libraries. On the 8th of May, 1874, was held the first 
meeting and the organization was perfected. The first trustees 
of the Free Public Library and Reading Room, as it was called, were 
R. Bunn, Dr. M. R. Gage, O. R. Smith, J. H. Allen, T. D. Steele, 
C. Blakeslee, L. S. Fisher, R. S.. Wells and M, A. Thayer and the 
first officers elected were O. R. Smith, president; T. D. Steele, vice 
president; M. A. Thayer, secretary; and J. H. Allen, treasurer. The 
books and other property of the Sparta Library Association were 
turned over to the Free Public Library in 1874. At that time the 
Library was located in Doctor Wells’ office and after the Doctor 
left the city the Library:continued to occupy the same rooms until 
1892, when a removal was made to the second floor of the J. Schramm 
building on South Water Street, where it remained until the present 
Library building was erected, In May, 1875, by-laws were drawn 
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up by the library board and passed, and in July, 1879, they were 
revised and the name was changed to the Sparta Free Library. 
According to the by-laws of 1879 each reader taking a book or 
books was required to deposit a sum of money equal to the assessed 
value of the book and when the book was returned the money was 
refunded, less the amount of fines or damage, if any. This was 
changed in 1889 when a rule was adopted requiring a deposit of a 
dollar, which was refunded when the book was returned. In 1901, 
the rule was again changed and all persons living in Sparta were 
allowed to borrow books without making a deposit. 

It was in 1901 that Andrew Carnegie gave ten thousand dollars 
_to Sparta for a library building and later he added two thousand 
dollars. The old Globe Hotel property at the corner of Main and 
Court streets was purchased, the lot extending one hundred and 
fifty feet north and south and one hundred and thirty feet east and 
west, the purchase price being thirty-three hundred dollars. A 
building committee was appointed, consisting of C. M. Masters, F. E. 
Doty and G. A. Richardson and later Dr. F. P. Stiles was made 
a member. The work of construction was begun in 1902 and com- 
pleted in the spring of 1908. 

In November, 1924, the Library observed its fiftieth anniversary. 
Any one living in Monroe County may borrow books, and that the 
Library has proven very popular is shown by the fact that 60,415 
volumes were loaned in 1931 and 74,998 were loaned in 1933. The 
Library has been the recipient of a number of gifts of money, 
pictures and books, the largest amount being given ($1000) by Mary 
and Walter M. Smith in memory of their parents, O. R. and Jane L. 
Smith, while the library also received several thousand dollars under 
the terms of Dr. M. R. Gage’s will. ; 

During 1930-31 the Library was completely refurnished with 
library bureau furniture, the. greater part of the money for this 
purpose being raised through entertainments which were given for 
the cause and were sponsored by a number of public-spirited women. 
Those who have served as president of the Library board are as 
follows: O. R. Smith, 1874-1877; R. Bunn, 1877; Dr. M. R. Gage, 
1877-1878; C. M. Masters, 1878-1879; L. S. Fisher, 1879-1880; T. B. 
Taylor, 1880-1885; W. H. Blyton, 1885-1892; W. H. Mosely, 1892- 
1893; G. A. Richardson, 1893-1915; Dr. F. P. Stiles, 1915-1918 ; Oo. Gi 
Letson, 1918-1932. The librarians have been R. S. Wells, 1874 to 
1887; Mrs. R. S. Wells, 1887; Minnie Blakeslee (Mrs. C. M. Beebe) 
1888 to 1891; E. E. Blyton, 1891; Kittie Hill (Mrs. A. W. Barney) 
1891 to 1894; Jennie Scouten, 1894 to 1922, she having given twenty- 
eight years of unselfish service to the Library; and Minnie Knudson, 
who had been assistant under Miss Scouten from 1911, and who is 
the present librarian. The officials of the Library board in 193838 
were Z. S. Rice, president; Mrs. L. T. Hill, vice president; Mrs. W. 5S. 
Hanson, secretary; C. D. Lehman, M. J. Lanham and D. C. Sullivan. 

The Library now has sixty-five magazines and five newspaper 
subscriptions, thus furnishing reference material to the public. Z. 5. 
Rice continues ag president of the Library board and Miss Knudson 
as librarian. When she took over the work in 1911 there were 7,288 
books on the library shelves and in 1942 there were 18,820, with 
6,263 borrowers, of whom 1,483 live in the rural districts. Miss 
Knudson, who is very popular and greatly interested in her work, 
is given much of the credit for the growth of public library patronage 
and for the development of the Library during the past third of a 
century. 
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WALTER CARL LIEBNER. Among the honored and outstanding 
business men of the Middle West was numbered Walter Car] Liebner, 
of Milwaukee, whose death occurred August 27, 1945. His activities 
not only covered a wide scope in this city but also extended to many 
other parts of the country as well and were substantial factors in the 
material upbuilding and business progress of many communities. He 
was the vice president of the Milwaukee Solvay Coke Company, but 
this suggests only one phase of the many interests which were suc- 
cessfully and profitably guided by him, and yet to write of him only 
as a business man would be to give a one-sided view. Humanitarian 
principles had a large part in his makeup and he was the builder 
and. promoter of the largest and finest ranch camp for girls and boys 
in the country. 

Mr. Liebner was born in Milwaukee, October 19, 1890, his par- 
ents being Rudolph and Ida (Boettcher) Liebner. His grandfather, 
Hugo Liebner, a native of Germany, came from Saxony to the 
United States in 1840. He settled in Milwaukee and became identi- 
fied with the Best Brewery, later known as the Pabst Brewery. He 
was one of the pioneers in this line of business in Milwaukee and 
continued active in that field for several years. For a time he en- 
gaged in conducting a brewery and general mercantile business at 
Sheboygan Falls but returned to Milwaukee and became a com- 
mission merchant here, handling all kinds of grain and supplies 
used by brewers. He also became a real estate operator and built 
a number of houses in Milwaukee. 

Walter C. Liebner began to earn his living while attending school, 
working in a bowling alley and in a shoe factory. While thus en- 
gaged he attended a business college and at the age of sixteen be- 
came office boy for the Milwaukee Coke & Gas Company. Develop- 
ing his skill in business, he was then appointed to a position in 
their accounting and finance department. and was subsequently 
comptroller and since 1920 has been executive vice president of the 
Milwaukee Coke & Gas Company. During this time he was likewise 
president of the Milwaukee Solvay Coke Company of Milwaukee, 
then a subsidiary, which later became the name of the parent com- 
pany. 

At various times Mr. Liebner had been an executive officer and 
director of a number of industrial companies owned and controlled 
by the Schlesinger interests, including forty-two businesses in vari- 
ous parts of the United States. From 1921 until 1928 he was execu- 
tive vice president of the Newport Company; executive vice presi- 
dent of the Newport Chemical Works of Delaware; and executive 
vice president of the Newport Chemical Company, Inc., of Maine. 
He was vice president of the Newport Turpentine & Rosin Com- 
pany, which was the largest producer of rosin in the world, with 
plants in Florida, Alabama and Louisiana. 

In 1919 Mr. Liebner had charge of the building and was man- 
ager of production of the steel plant at Indiana Harbor for the 
Steel & Tube Company of America, later sold to the Youngstown 
Sheet & Tube Company, and from 1919 to 1922 he had charge of 
providing all raw materials and the sale of all coke by-product 
materials used and produced by the Steel & Tube Company of 
America. He was president of the Ox Bow Land Company and of the 
Bay View Packing Company, which packs meat products in Mil- 
waukee. He had large property interests in Milwaukee. He was 
executive vice president of the Elkhorn-Piney Coal Mining Com- 
pany, engaged in coal mining in West Virginia and Kentucky, and 
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he was president of the St. Clair Coal Mining Company of West 
Virginia until 1928. He was an executive officer of iron ore mines 
on the Gogebie and Cuyuna ranges in the Lake Superior area, and 
from 1909 until 1922 handled the mining and shipment of approxi- 
mately five percent of all iron ore transported on the Great Lakes. 
He was an executive officer of the Rogers Brown Ore Company, 
a Minnesota corporation, and executive vice president of the North- 
western Limestone & Slag Company, the Northwestern Light & 
Power Company, the Northwestern Iron Company and the North- 
western Milling Company, all of Mayville, Wisconsin. In 1910-11 
he spent considerable time at Ironwood, Michigan, on iron ore min- 
ing and in 1912 was in charge of rolling mills and the manufacturing 
plant of Harrow Spring Company at Kalamazoo, Michigan. 

In 1916-18 Mr. Liebner had charge of the work of providing 
all raw materials for the phenol plant of the United States Gov- 
ernment at Carrollville, Wisconsin, which after the war was con- 
verted into one of the first analine dye plants in the country. In 
1918-19 Mr. Liebner, as a member of the faculty of Marquette Uni- 
versity, conducted a series of lectures on business organization and 
management before a large class of business men. During several 
years, 1934-40, he was connected with the Hunter Tractor and Ma- 
chinery Company at Milwaukee as secretary and treasurer, which 
interest he disposed of in 1940. He was also heavily interested in 
the First National Savings Foundation and for several years was 
interested in the marketing of Franklin automobiles in Wisconsin 
and Michigan. He also had extensively drilled for oil in Michigan 
and Texas and owned the golf course in the famous West Branch 
field in Michigan. ; 

During World War II Mr. Liebner served as a member on the 
advisory committee of By Product Coke Producers to the Office 
of Price Administration.and on the war committee of the National 
Association of Manufacturers as well as on the agricultural com- 
mittee. He was also a member of the nitrogen committee of the War 
Production Board in Washington. Although busy in Washington 
on these various committees he found time to. organize and was 
serving as president of the Baraboo Range Transportation Com- 
pany, which provides bus transportation for workers’ building 
the Badger Ordnance plant at Baraboo, Wisconsin. He also owned 
and operated the War Industry Transportation Company, which 
provides bus service for employees of industrial concerns doing war 
work in the southern and western part of Wisconsin and northern 
Illinois. In 1940 he became interested in agriculture and bought 
and operated several farms in Waukesha and Marquette coun- 
ties, Wisconsin, devoted to the dairy industry and beef cattle raising. 
He also owned the Garden Novelty Company, Wind Swept Acres and 
Arapahoe Lodge, Inc. Mr. Liebner’s wife and daughter were asso- 
ciated with him in many of these companies. 

On the 14th of October, 1916, in Chicago, Mr. Liebner married 
Viola Ann Curran, a. daughter of Francis Henry and Kathryn 
(Hickey) Curran. These families were some of the oldest settlers 
in Chicago. Mrs. Liebner’s father was a very prominent figure in 
Democratic politics in Chicago, where he served as United States 
grain inspector, supervisor and in other offices. Mr. and Mrs. 
Liebner have one child, Patricia Jane, who is now active in the 
recreational camp work of the Red Cross overseas. Mrs. Liebner 
is also active in Red Cross work. They have always been deeply 
interested in the welfare of the young and Mr. Liebner established 
the Whispering Pines Ranch for Girls at Mercer, Iron County, Wis- 
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consin, in the romantic region made famous by the tales of Paul Bun- 
yan and the stories of Edna Ferber. The ranch contains twelve hun- 
dred acres and is the finest girls’ ranch camp in America. Everything 
about the place is the best and most modern and everything is done to 
promote the comfort of the visitors. The ranch house contains the 
largest fireplace in the world, it being twenty-six feet wide at the base 
and seven by four feet at the top, with a height of thirty feet. 
More than five hundred tons of stone were required for its con- 
struction. It will burn whole logs, ten and a half feet long, and 
a team of horses could be driven through it easily. The camp has a 
recreation field of sixty acres, provides all kinds of sports and has 
one of the best waterfronts in the Northwest on Big Ox Bow Lake. 
The property also adjoins Spider Lake and Turtle River. The Big 
Chimney Ranch Camp for Boys is in conjunction, but all activities 
are completely separate. Each year Mr. Liebner would take from 
fifteen to twenty under-privileged children to these camps, which 
were his hobby. Mrs. Liebner has shared in her husband’s interest in 
this work and is a director of the Whispering Pines Camp for Girls. 
For several years she was secretary of the Maternity Hospital of 
Milwaukee and she has served on the board of the Milwaukee Gen- 
eral Hospital. Mr. Liebner belonged to the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks, the Rotary Club, the Milwaukee Athletic Club and 
the Wisconsin Club as well as the Executive Club of Milwaukee, 
the Milwaukee Association of Commerce and the Farmers Club. 
During 1941-42 Mr. Liebner donated to the city of Milwaukee an 
iron lung and Emerson hot pack apparatus to further the Kenney 
treatment in combating infantile paralysis. Aside from the activi- 
ties already mentioned he was financially interested in many other 
concerns, and. his advice in matters pertaining to business finance 
was much sought after. In his passing Milwaukee has lost one of its 
most representative citizens. 


Dr. LARS F. GULBRANDSEN, physician and scientist, who is a 
graduate of the University of Lilinois, and is now actively engaged 
in medical practice in Viroqua, where he opened his office in 1936, 
is a native of Vernon County, born at Westby April 18, 1905. He 
is a son of the Rev. Martin and Inga (Malby) Gulbrandsen, the father 
a native of Norway, whence he was brought to the United States 
by his parents when not yet fifteen years of age. The family home 
was established in Minnesota and there Martin Gulbrandsen pre- 
pared for the work of the Lutheran ministry, to which he devoted 
his life, continuing to preach the gospel until death called him in 
1938. His widow, who is still living, is a daughter of Gulbran 
Malby, who was born in Norway and sought the opportunities 
offered by the new world; becoming a merchant of Black River 
Falls. After acquiring a fair measure of success in this country 
he sent for his fiance and they were married in this state. 

Dr. Lars F. Gulbrandsen is the sixth in order of birth in a family 
of seven sons and one daughter, one of whom died in infancy. He 
attended the public schools of Viroqua and later was a pupil suc- 
cessively in the high schools of Northfield and of Lanesboro, Min- 
nesota, and of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He had two years of pre- 
medical work in Marquette University and afterward became a 
medical student in the University of Illinois, where he won his pro- 
fessional degree in 1931. For a year he was an interne in the Re- 
search and Educational Hospital and for three and a half years 
taught pathology at the University of Illinois. He has always been 
a close, earnest and discriminating student, carrying on his re- 
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searches along the most modern and scientific lines, and in 1934 he 
was awarded the Capps prize at the Chicago Institute of Medicine 
for his research in the fundamental science of pathology. He was 
also lecturer on pathology and public health in the Cook County 
Nursing Home for two and a half years. He has carried his in- 
vestigations into fields that have made him well known as a scientist, 
and he is regarded as an outstanding representative of his profession 
in Wisconsin. 

Coming to Viroqua in 1936, Doctor Gulbrandsen practiced alone 
until 1938, when he was joined by his younger brother, Dr. Halbert 
Gulbrandsen, and the association still continues, the firm occupying 
a foremost position in professional circles in this part of the state. 
-That Dr. Lars Gulbrandsen keeps in close touch with the progressive 
trend of events in connection with medical practice is shown in his 
various membership connections, which include the Vernon County 
Medical Society, the Wisconsin State Medical Association, the Ameri- 
ean Medical Association, the American Public Health Association 
and the American Association of Bacteriologists. His college fra- 
ternity is Phi Chi, and he has membership in the Norwegian Lutheran 
church. 

In 1934 Doctor Gulbrandsen married Lucille Vig, of Viroqua, who 
is a graduate of Milwaukee Downer College, from which she received 
her Bachelor of Arts degree. After her graduation she was librarian 
in the school for a time and she also taught mathematics and history 
prior to her marriage. She has always been deeply interested in the 
cause of education, is now serving as a member of the local school 
board and belongs to the Milwaukee Downer College Alumni Asso- 
ciation. The two daughters of Dr. Lars F. and Mrs. Gulbrandsen are: 
Martine, who was born March 7, 1935, and Mary, born July 20, 1940. 

Dr. Halbert Gulbrandsen, now a partner of Dr. Lars F. Gul- 
brandsen, was born in Westby, Wisconsin, January 13, 1907, and 
there attended the public schools. He is a graduate of the University 
of Wisconsin, where he attended the medical school and received his 
professional degree in 1937, after which he spent about a year as 
interne in the Passavant Hospital of Milwaukee. He then came to 
Viroqua in 1938 and here joined his brother, since which time he has 
successfully practiced here, his patronage steadily increasing as he 
demonstrates his ability to handle intricate and-complex professional . 
problems. He married Doris Withers, of Niagara Falls, New York. 

Another brother of the family is Martin Gulbrandsen, who is now 
an attorney of Viroqua. He was born in Westby, August 19, 1898, 
pursued the work of the grade schools there and then attended the 
Viroqua high school. He enrolled as a law student in Marquette 
University, where he was graduated with the Bachelor of Laws degree 
in 1924, after which he returned to Viroqua, where he joined Judge 
Graves, with whom he was associated in practice for six years, but 
since 1930 he has practiced independently of partnership relations. 
He has a good clientele and he is now serving as district attorney, 
a position which he has occupied for fourteen years, a fact indicative 
of the capability and loyalty he has displayed in the discharge of his 
duties. He belongs to the Vernon County and Wisconsin State Bar 
associations. He is also a member of the Masonic order and of the 
Norwegian Lutheran church and he has membership with the Ameri- 
can Legion, for during the first World War he enlisted at Viroqua. 
With the Thirty-second Division he went to France, where he spent 
seventeen months and saw active service on the battlefront. Re- 
ceiving his discharge after the close of hostilities and his return to 
the United States, he then came to Viroqua, where he is now well 
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known in his professional capacity. He married Esther Honaas, of 
Elk Mound, Wisconsin, who is of Norwegian descent, her parents 
being Ole and Ingeborg (Oxaas) Honaas, both natives of Norway. 
Mrs. Esther Gulbrandsen is a graduate of Stout College, and she 
belongs to the Parent-Teacher Association, the Eastern Star and 
the American Legion Auxiliary. To Mr. and Mrs. Martin Gulbrand- 
sen have been born five children—Nordis, Ruth, Ann, Ole and Helen. 

A fourth brother of the Gulbrandsen family is Dr. Lyder Gul- 
brandsen, who is practicing medicine at Westby, where he was born 
April 5, 1900. He attended the Viroqua high school and he has a 
military record, having spent three years in the United States Army 
as a member of the Seventy-eighth Field Artillery of the Sixth 
Division. He was assigned to duty with Battery A and spent twelve 
months in active service in France, receiving an honorable discharge 
at the close of the war, after which he returned home to continue his- 
education. He was graduated from the high school of Northfield, 
Minnesota, in 1920 and he spent two years in attendance at the State 
Teachers College in Milwaukee. Deciding to make the practice of 
medicine his life work, he then enrolled in Marquette University, | 
which conferred the M.D. degree upon him at his graduation with 
the class of 1927. He spent a year as interne in St. Mary’s Hospital 
of Milwaukee, after which he opened an office in Westby in July, 1928, 
and has there engaged in successful ‘practice continuously since. He 
married Elizabeth Duff, of Winona, Minnesota, and they have eight 
children, including two sets of twins. 


THEODORE W. BRAZEAU, an attorney who has also been one of 
the lawmakers of the state, having served in the Senate, continues 
his residence in Wisconsin Rapids, his native city. He was born 
March 12, 1873, a son of Stephen and Margaret (Brady) Brazeau. 
In the acquirement of his education, having passed through the 
grades, he was graduated from the local high school with the class 
of 1891 and then devoted a year to teaching before entering the 
University of Wisconsin in 1892. His course there was not continu- 
ous, however, as he taught for another year, being an instructor in 
the Wisconsin Rapids high school. He completed his University 
course by graduation in 1897 and then taught school for another 
year before finishing his law course at the University of Wisconsin 
as a member of the class of 1900. 

Having thus qualified for the bar Mr. Brazeau began the practice 
of his chosen profession as a partner of Bernard R. Goggins under 
the firm style of Goggins & Brazeau, and in 1907 they were joined 
by Charles E. Briere, who remained a member of the firm until 
1911, when he terminated the partnership. He was succeeded by 
Hugh W. Goggins and the firm name was changed from Goggins, Bra- 
zeau & Briere to Goggins, Brazeau & Goggins. The practice of Mr. 
Brazeau has been one of increasing extent and importance and his 
name figures in connection with much of the outstanding litigation 
heard in his district. A keen, rapid, logical mind, plus the business 
sense, has enabled him to find ready and correct solution for most dif- 
ficult and involved legal problems, and he is seldom, if ever, at fault in 
the application of a legal principle. He is capable of crossing swords 
in forensic battle with the ablest attorneys of the state and usually 
comes off victor in the strife. Aside from his law practice Mr. 
Brazeau is connected with the Consolidated Water Power & Paper 
Company as a member of its board of directors and is president of 
the Central Cranberry Company, one of the largest cranberry grow- 
ers in Wisconsin. 
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On the 31st of August, 1904, Mr. Brazeau was married to Harriet 
Pickett, a daughter of D. C. and Mary Pickett, residents of Marsh- 
field, Wisconsin. Mr. and Mrs. Brazeau are parents of two sons. The 
elder, Bernard, a graduate of the University of Wisconsin, is the 
principal stockholder in and the secretary and general manager of the 
Central Cranberry Company, which is a family owned corporation. 
He married Katherine Chesley, of Armour, South Dakota, and they 
have a family of three sons, Theodore II, David C. and William C. 
Richard S. Brazeau is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin Law 
School, as is his wife and the wife of his brother. He married 
Virginia Wheary, a daughter of George H. Wheary, a luggage manu- 
facturer of Racine, Wisconsin. Richard 8. Brazeau is associated 
with his father in the practice of law, but is now serving with the 
armed forces, being a lieutenant, junior grade, in the navy. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Brazeau are much interested in promoting 
the public welfare and Mrs. Brazeau is now particularly active in 
Red Cross work. For many years Mr. Brazeau has been prominently 
identified with all worthy projects for the betterment of community 
and commonwealth and, with firm belief in its principles, he has 
always given stalwart support to the Republican party. From 1903 
until 1907 he filled the office of district attorney, and in 1906 he was 
elected to the State Senate, where during his term of office he gave 
thoughtful and earnest consideration of all the vital questions rela- 
tive to the state’s advancement and to the maintenance of its best 
interests. He introduced in the Senate the Wisconsin Workman’s 
Compensation Act, which became the first in the United States. In 
1908 he was an alternate delegate to the Republican national con- 
vention held in Chicago, and he has done not a little toward molding 
public thought and opinion on modern day issues. All during World 
War II he has been a member of the draft Appeal Board for the 
eighth district of Wisconsin, comprising nine counties. He occupies 
a high place at the bar and in the civic and social life of the com- 
munity where he has always lived because of his devotion to high 
ideals and his effective effort tor the advancement of public welfare. 


Dr. PETER LAWRENCE SCANLON, a physician and surgeon of 
Prairie du Chien who was engaged in active practice for fifty-two 
years, following his graduation from Rush Medical College in 1891, 
was born in Mount Hope, Wisconsin, June 12, 1862, a son of John 
and Honore (Green) Scanlon. The father was a master mechanic 
who came from Ireland to the United States in 1848 and settled first 
in New York City, where he remained for eight years, after which 
he removed westward to Wisconsin. ‘To him and his wife were born 
nine children, of whom the Doctor is the youngest son. Of the family 
John, Michael, Charles, William, Thomas, Anna and Mary are all 
now deceased, while Patrick and Peter L. are still hving. Four of 
the sons became members of the legal profession and one of the 
number went upon the bench as a judge at Salem, South Dakota. 
The family became known in the field of literature, Charles as the 
author of five books, Anna, the writer of one, and Dr. P. L. Scanlon 
is the author of two books “Centennial History of St. Gabriel’s Church, 
Prairie du Chien,” and “Prairie du Chien, French, British, American.” 

In the district schools of Grant County, Wisconsin, Doctor Scanlon 
began his education, which he continued in the Mount Hope high 
school for two years. He also spent a similar period as a student in 
the State Normal at Platteville, Wisconsin, and for two years took a 
pre-medical course at the University of Wisconsin. He next entered 
Rush Medical College, taking the regular work, which he completed 
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by graduation as a member of the class of 1891, after which he opened 
an office in Lancaster, Wisconsin, where he continued in practice for 
fourteen years. 

During the first World War Doctor Scanlon enlisted for service 
in the medical department and spent six weeks at Fort Riley, Kansas, 
where he was commissioned a lieutenant. He was then transferred | 
to Camp Meade and assisted in organizing the Eleventh Division. He 
was next sent to New Jersey, spending eight months at Picatinny 
Arsenal and his next assignment was to Fort Myers, across the 
Potomac from Washington, Virginia. He received his discharge on 
the 31st of July, 1919, and returned to his practice in Prairie du 
Chien, where he had located in 1905, and where he has since continued. 
His interest in military affairs did not cease, however, when he was 
mustered out of the army, for after his return home he was com- 
missioned a major in the Reserves. After leaving the Army Medical 
school he received the commission of lieutenant colonel at Carlisle 
in 1924, where he took a six weeks’ course, and later he was com- 
missioned a colonel in the Reserves, continuing to hold that rank 
until 1941. He was continued as a colonel, subject to call in World 
War II. 

The Doctor is recognized as a public-spirited citizen, interested 
in all that pertains to the general welfare, and he has served as city 
health officer of Prairie du Chien and as United States examiner for 
pensions for Civil War veterans. He is a member of the American 
Legion and he belongs to St. Gabriel’s Catholic Church. He is an 
author and is regarded as an authority upon the history of this 
section of the state. 

Doctor Seanlon married Miss Lydia Harrison, of Hazel Green, 
Grant County, Wisconsin, who died in 1922. She was a daughter 
of Robert and Mary Ann (Allen) Harrison. The daughter of Doctor 
and Mrs. Scanlon was Marian Scanlon, who was born in 1898 and 
died in 1943. She graduated from the Prairie du Chien high school 
and the State College at La Crosse and was also an honor graduate 
of the University of Wisconsin. She became recognized as a capable 
teacher of English in the Milwaukee schools and as the author of 
the well known edition This is My Town. The Doctor has always 
been interested in the intellectual progress of the community and 
became one of the organizers of .the library at Prairie du Chien in 
1905. He organized the Crawford County chapter of the American 
Red Cross in 1917. He continued in the practice of his profession 
until 1944, and since January of that year has been in the Veterans 
Hospital, Wood, Wisconsin. 


1RA P. GouLT, who died March 6, 1944, had long been the manager 
and one of the owners of the Wautoma Mercantile Company. He 
was born in Plainfield, Wisconsin, July 27, 1887, a son of George and 
Hulda (Worden) Goult. The father, who was born in England, was 
only seven years of age when brought to the United States by his 
parents, William and Charlotte (Cater) Goult, who were also of 
English birth. On seeking the opportunities offered in America they 
settled first in New York, but after a brief period spent in the Hast 
they came to Wisconsin, making their home in Waushara County, 
where they spent their remaining days. They were represented here 
in the business world by their sons, Ira P. and Charles O. Goult. 
The latter, until his death in October, 1944, had been a resident of 
Plainfield, where he conducted a furniture and undertaking business 
which he had established about forty-five years ago and. which has 
long been one of the substantial enterprises of the town. He was 
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also active in the public affairs of the community, served as president 
of the village, and worked effectively in connection with the USO 
and with defense projects aiding the war effort. 

Ira P. Goult entered the public schools of Plainfield at the usual 
age and continued his studies there through the high school. All 
through his business life he was identified with mercantile activities, 
receiving his initial experience as an employe of the L. S. Walker 
Company of Plainfield. During this time he was married to Alta 
Decker, of Plainfield, who died in 1927. Later he became a partner 
in a branch of the enterprise conducted under the name of the 
Walker & Goult Company at Cadott, Wisconsin. For five years he 
was associated with the Frederick Nelson Company at Seattle, Wash- 
ington; then left the Pacific coast and returned to Wisconsin. In 
1921 he took over the management of the business of the Wautoma 
Mercantile Company, of which M. S. Walker is the president, Ed F. 
Kileen, the vice president, and Mrs. Ira P. Goult, the secretary- 
treasurer and present manager. The company was organized by a 
group of local men who opened a small store at the present location. 
However, as leases expired on three adjoining stores these were 
purchased from the W. H. Beach and Trufant heirs, and today the 
Wautoma Mercantile Company has an unusually fine store for a town 
of the size, carrying complete lines of dry goods, shoes, ladies’ ready- 
to-wear goods, millinery, men’s furnishings and groceries. Care is 
taken in the selection of these different lines and the management 
has ever recognized the fact that satisfied customers are the best 
advertisement. The store is attractively and conveniently arranged, 
its development being due to the earnest and intelligently directed 
efforts of Mr. and Mrs. Goult. The patronage comes from a wide 
adjacent territory. Twenty-six people are employed and courteous 
attention to the wishes of customers is one of the prevailing features 
of the store. 

Prior to her marriage to Mr. Goult the present Mrs. Goult was 
Mrs. Lura Fletcher Skeel, the widow of M. L. Skeel, and she had one 
child, Opal Skeel, who is now the wife of Kenneth Rose and has two 
children, Kay and Roger. The welfare and upbypilding of the town are 
matters in which both Mr. and Mrs. Goult have taken an active 
interest. Mr. Goult served on the rationing board and in other public 
connections. Mrs. Goult is a member of the Woman’s Club and of the 
Order of the Eastern Star. She is now co-owner of the store and 
its manager as well as secretary-treasurer. 


JOHN A. JOHNSON. No name is more inseparably interwoven 
with the history of Madison in its industrial development than that 
of Johnson. Three generations of the family have been identified 
with the practical working and executive management of the Gisholt 
Machine Company, which was founded by John A. Johnson, whose 
name introduces this record. It is said that he did more for Madison 
in a material way than any other Norwegian by giving employment 
to hundreds of workmen of that city. Moreover he was a valued 
resident here because of his activity in the public and political life 
of the state, by his support of educational interests and by his con- 
tributions to Norwegian literature. He was born on a farm in 
Norway and the area in which he lived was called Gisholt, meaning 
“sunny woods.” His farm home, on which he spent his boyhood and 
youth, was always very dear to him, remaining one of his most 
cherished memories after he came to the United States in the late 
1830s. 
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Settling in Madison in 1861, John A. Johnson dealt in farm imple- 
ments for a time and then began the manufacture of farm machinery. 
He became president of the Fuller-Johnson Company and later of 
the Gisholt Company, which it is said employs one out of every six 
local residents. The Capital Times writing of the business said: 
“Gisholt’s history is an almost perfect example of the typical story 
of the American machine tool industry. Its growth is closely linked 
with that of industrial America, dating back to the first half of the 
nineteenth century. The invention of the self-acting spinning jenny 
was closely followed by the development of the power driven lathe. 
The first Gisholt turret lathe was built in a corner of the old Fuller 
& Johnson Engine works on East Washington Avenue, near the rail- 
road crossing. Recognizing the demand, the infant Gisholt Machine 
Company was born in 1889. Its founding president, John A. Johnson, 
realizing that the existence of a second manufacturing firm bearing 
the Johnson name might cause confusion, christened the new company 
Gisholt, after his old home in Norway. The expanding business of 
the new company soon forced it to seek new quarters across the 
street. Symbolizing its dependence on the parent company, its power 
was transmitted from the Fuller & Johnson plant. 

“With the passage of years and the establishment of Gisholt’s 
reputation, early struggles became but a memory. ~The Gisholt 
name plate on a turret lathe came to be recognized as a standard 
for machine tool precision and quality; the lathes were bought and 
installed in the plants of leading metal working manufacturers in 
almost every section of this country and in Europe as well. In 1889 
the expansion of the business led to the building of a new plant 
across Washington Avenue. With America’s entry into the World 
War the company’s reputation for precision manufacture was so 
great that the Government contracted with them for the manufac- 
ture of important armament material, necessitating the building of 
an additional structure, the largest of Gisholt’s four main buildings.” 

All through the years, up to the time of his demise, John A. John- 
son, founder and promoter of the business, continued in active con- 
nection therewith. Time witnessed great changes in the industrial 
activities of Madison through the efforts of John A. Johnson. The 
wholesale implement business established by M. E. Fuller several 
years prior to the Civil War, and in which Mr. Johnson became a 
partner in 1867, grew to extensive proportions and featured largely 
in the West and Northwest. While they started out as jobbers, they 
soon turned their attention to manufacturing and they purchased the 
stock of the Madison Plow Company in 1882, reorganizing the business 
and increasing the capital from $200,000 to $300,000, and later to 
$500,000 and changing the name to the Fuller-Johnson Manufactur- 
ing Company, of which John A. Johnson became president. Each 
change marked a forward step in his career, and as head of the Gisholt 
Company, he became one of the great industrialists of the Middle 
West, laying the foundation for a business which is one of the largest 
of the kind in the country and is now carried on by his grandsons. 
He amassed a large fortune, and was most generous in its use. He 
established the Johnson scholarship fund of the University of Wis- 
consin to aid Norwegian students of limited means, and he was con- 
stantly extending a helping hand where aid was needed by the in- 
dividual and the community. In the early days of his residence in 
this state he served as county clerk of Dane County from 1861 to 
1869 and he represented his district in the General Assembly, first 
in the House and later in the Senate. He was also one of the trustees 
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of the State Insane Hospital and founded the Johnson Home near 
Madison, providing a home for the aged. 

The wife of John A. Johnson was Kaia Kildah] Johnson, a daugh- 
ter of Nelson Saveren Kildahl, who was widely known in Norway. 
She came to this country when a young girl, while her future husband 
was but twelve years of age when he arrived on this side of the 
Atlantic. ‘There were four sons in their family: Fred A., Carl A. 
and Maurice I. Johnson, in addition to Hobart S., who is mentioned 
elsewhere in this work. Three of the sons succeeded in turn to the 
presidency of the company, while the fourth was treasurer. The use- 
fulness of the Johnson family has continued on down through the 
years until the third generation is now carrying on the mammoth 
enterprise that was founded by their grandfather, John A. Johnson, 
long one of the valued, prominent and honored residents of Madison. 


HosBarRT S. JOHNSON. The death of Hobart 8S. Johnson on May 
28, 1942, removed from Madison one who had long figured in con- 
nection with the industrial and financial upbuilding of the city. He 
was aman of liberal education, of creditable ambition and of high pur- 
pose, and it was fitting that he should succeed to the presidency of 
the largest industrial interest of Madison, the Gisholt Machine 
Company. It is true that he entered upon a business already es- 
tablished but he further developed and promoted the enterprise and 
in this showed initiative and keen perception. 

Mr. Johnson was born in Madison, October 7, 18738, and his life 
record compassed the succeeding sixty-eight years. He was one of 
a family of four sons and a daughter born to John A. and Kaia 
(Kildahl) Johnson, both natives of Norway, whence they came to 
America at an early age, the father when a lad of twelve, the mother 
when a young girl. John A. Johnson was the founder of the Gisholt 
Company and his life story is given at length elsewhere in this pub- 
lication. 

Hobart S. Johnson supplemented his preliminary education, ac- 
quired in the schools of Madison, by entering upon a course of 
mechanical engineering at the University of Wisconsin in 1890. 
There he continued his studies until 1893, when in April he left to 
take charge of the exhibit of the machine tools of the Gisholt Company 
at the World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago. When the Fair 
closed he returned home and entered the shops, working in every 
department and thus thoroughly acquainting himself with every 
phase of the business. In 1897 he was advanced to the position of 
shop superintendent and works manager. Promotion to the vice 
presidency followed and upon tlre death of his brother Carl in 1931 
he became president of the company, so continuing until 1940, when 
he retired because of the condition of his health. The history of the 
company and the steady growth of the business is given in connec- 
tion with the record of his father. 

In 1917, at the request of the War Department, Hobart S. Johnson 
supervised the construction and operation of the Northwest Ordnance 
plant built in Madison. This plant manufactured 47 field guns, a 
number of which were delivered in France before the Armistice. 
Aside from his industrial interests Mr. Johnson was a director in 
the First National Bank, was head of the Lakewood Land Company 
and was regarded as one of the resourceful business men of his native 
city. 

A 1898 Mr. Johnson was united in marriage to Elizabeth Hopkins, 
of New York City, a daughter of George Bates Hopkins, whose 
father was Judge James Campbell Hopkins, who became a resident 
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of Madison during the days of early settlement here. Their two sons, 
George H. and Hobart Stanley, are both mentioned elsewhere in this 
work, and both have continued in. the business which was founded 
by their grandfather and was carried on by his sons, so that the 
grandsons are now of the third generation in direct association with 
this enterprise, which is the most extensive and important industrial 
interest of the city. Mr. Johnson’s devotion to his family was one 
of his marked characteristics. He counted no personal sacrifice on his 
part too great if it would promote the welfare and happiness of his 
wife and children. In June, 1939, Mr. and Mrs. Johnson were hosts 
to Crown Prince Olaf and Princess Martha, who visited Madison and 
were entertained at the Johnson home at Maple Bluff when the 
Prince received an honorary degree from the University of Wisconsin. 
Mr. Johnson was a charter member of the Maple Bluff Golf Club 
and he belonged to the Madison Club, also to the University Club of 
Chicago, the American Society of Mechanical Engineers and a number 
of other organizations. He was particularly helpful to the needy, 
again and again extending a helping hand, but always in a quiet and 
unostentatious manner. He left to his family not only a goodly fortune 
but also the priceless heritage of an untarnished name and_ the 
memory of a companionship that expressed the highest ideals of the’ 
relationship of husband and father. 


GEORGE H. JOHNSON, industrialist of Madison, has been president 
of the Gisholt Machine Company since 1940, when he succeeded his 
father in that position. He had been connected with the business 
from early manhood, and his familiarity with every phase of pro- 
duction and of management well qualified him for the responsibilities 
which he took over when his father, Hobart Johnson, retired in 1940. 
For more than a half century the family name has stood for all that 
is most progressive in connection with the productive industries of 
the state and, following in the footsteps of his father and his grand- 
father, John A. Johnson, who was the founder of the business, George 
H. Johnson now occupies a commanding position in connection with 
the large line of machinery turned out by the Gisholt Company. 

Born in Madison, December 18, 1901, George H. Johnson was 
educated in the Middlesex School of Massachusetts and in Harvard 
University, where he was graduated with the class of 1923. Return- 
ing home, he entered the factory in order to gain a comprehensive 
knowledge of the business, which was established in 1889 by John 
A. Johnson, who twenty years before had become a partner in the 
firm of Fuller & Johnson, which originally manufactured plows and 
other machinery. It was in a corner of their engine works on East 
Washington Avenue that John A. Johnson made the first Gisholt 
turret lathe, a product that has brought fame to the business through- 
out the world. The need for precision tools was manifest and the 
CGisholt Machine Company came into being. He felt that to use his 
own name might cause confusion with other manufacturing interests 
operating under the name Johnson, so he took the name “Gisholt” 
from his old farm home in Norway and which means “sunny woods.” 
The twelve employes hired at the beginning soon increased in numbers 
and soon the business demanded an increased plant area. In 1899 
the production had so increased that the new plant across Washington 
Avenue was built and later additions were made until the company 
now has four mammoth main buildings. In time one thousand names 
were on their payroll and by 1923 $15,000,000 had been put in Cir- 
culation as wages to their help, while ninety-five per cent of their 
product was being shipped beyond the boundaries of the state. They 
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manufacture the Gisholt standard lathe, the Sinplimatic lathe, which 
is one of their products used in the manufacture of automobile parts, 
trucks, tractors, pipe flanges, electric motors, ball bearings, also the 
Duall grinder, the precision balancing machine. Their machines are 
used directly or indirectly in the process of manufacturing all kinds 
of machines in use today and indicating our advanced civilization. 

The Gisholt Company conducts a school at the plant for its men 
eustomers, so that they are trained in the care and operation of the 
machines which they purchase, and this school has been attended by 
men from all parts of the world. Since the United States entered 
World War II there is a great demand for their products by those 
making armament materials, so that the plant is being operated 
twenty-four hours out of the day and there are more than 2,600 
employes. Learning the business through actual contact, George H. 
Johnson advanced step by step through the business until he reached 
the presidency and is now the chief executive officer, directing the 
activities ‘and meeting all the requirements of the present day busi- 
ness. He is forceful and resourceful and his energy and keen dis- 
crimination enable him to overcome all difficulties and carry forward 
to successful completion whatever he undertakes. He also figures in 
' financial circles as a director of the First National Bank and also of 
the Guarantee Life Insurance Company. 

In 1925 George H. Johnson married Sara Fletcher, of Boston, 
and they have four children: Richmond Fletcher, Hobart Stanley II, 
Graham Underhill and Kaia Kildahl, named for her great-grand- 
mother, who came from Norway in her early girlhood. The family 
is very prominent socially and the Johnson household is the abode 
of a warm hearted hospitality. Mr. Johnson belongs to the Madison 
Club and to the Maple Bluff Golf Club. His entire life has been 
spent in Madison, where the circle of his friends is coextensive with 
the circle of his acquaintance. 


HoBART STANLEY JOHNSON JR., vice president of the Gisholt 
Machine Company and thus actively associated with the largest 
industrial concern of Madison, was born in the capital city, August 25, 
1904, and is the younger of the two sons of Hobart S. and Elizabeth 
(Hopkins) Johnson, whose life story is given on another page of 
this work. For more than eighty years the family has been repre- 
sented here, the first of the name to come being John A. Johnson, 
founder of the Gisholt Machine Company and grandfather of H. 
Stanley Johnson of this review. 

The last named began his education in the schools of Madison and 
after a year spent as a student in high school, went east to Concord, 
Massachusetts, where he entered the Middlesex School, there remain- 
ing for four years. He afterward enrolled in the University of 
Wisconsin, where he continued his studies for three years. He has 
been closely associated with the Gisholt Machine Company since 1928, 
working first in the shops, the foundry and in the various departments 
of the plant, so that he gained intimate knowledge of operation 
methods in the manufacture of the turret lathes and other machinery 
turned out by the company. At length he took over office work, 
becoming purchasing agent, while later he was assistant secretary 
and is now giving his attention to administrative direction as the 
vice president of the company. In this he is associated with his 
older brother, George H. Johnson, who is the president of the 
organization and whose sketch contains much concerning the business 
that has been a feature in the industrial development of the state for 
fifty-three years. Their turret and other lathe and precision tools 
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are a vital contributing factor in the armament work, being in use 
by many machinery manufacturing plants whose output is in use 
by the Government. There are now almost 3,000 employes in the 
Gisholt plant, which in extent and importance o’er tops all other 
industries of the city. 

In 19830 Mr. Johnson was married to Miss Mary R. O’Connell, 
of Madison, and their family today includes two young daughters 
and a son: Elizabeth Hopkins, aged eleven years; Regina Catherine, 
nine years of age; and Stanley Allen, a little lad of three summers. 
Mr. Johnson’s college fraternity is Chi Psi, and he has membership 
in the Madison Club and the Maple Bluff Golf Club, which shows his 
appreciation of the social amenities of life, his recreational interests 
giving him the necessary even balance to his business cares and 
responsibilities. 


GEORGE J. GIBSON, an energetic man who is conducting a suc- 
cessful business enterprise under the name of the Rapids Beverage 
Company at Wisconsin Rapids, has spent his entire life in the city in 
which he still makes his home, having been born here July 2, 1896, a 
son of Charles FE. and Rose (Zager) Gibson. He traces his ancestry 
back to William J. and Martha Gibson, natives of Ireland, where they 
remained until 1859, when they brought their family to the United 
States. Continuing their way into the interior of the country, they 
settled on a farm north of Ripon, Wisconsin, where they spent the 
remainder of their days. 

Their son, James D. Gibson, grandfather of George J. Gibson, was 
born in Belfast, Ireland, June 238, 1848, and was therefore a lad of 
eleven years when he accompanied his parents to the new world. He 
worked with his father on the home farm until fourteen years of age, 
and before he had attained the age of eighteen, he enlisted, January 
1, 1865, for service in the Civil war, becoming a member of Company 
I, Forty-seventh Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry. He was sent to Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, and later to Nashville, Tennessee, where he was en- 
gaged in guard duty. After the cessation of hostilities between the 
North and the South he returned to Wisconsin and resumed farm 
work in the vicinity of Ripon, where he remained until 1871, when he 
went to Omro, Wisconsin, but a little later returned to Wood County 
and for sixteen years engaged in logging for a lumber company. In 
1889 he was appointed superintendent of the Wood County poor farm, 
and when he gave up that position he purchased a farm of eighty 
acres, which he continued to cultivate until 1894, when he sold that 
property and removed to Wisconsin Rapids. Here for two years he 
served as street commissioner and in 1896 he was appointed city mar- 
shal, serving until 1900, when he was made chief of police. He filled 
that position in a most commendable manner for seventeen years, re- 
tiring from the office in 1917. He married Katherine Radebusch, and 
their only child was Charles E. Gibson, who for many years was con- 
nected with the Road Construction Company of Wisconsin Rapids. 
He married Rose Zager on December 24, 1898, and they had a family 
of five children, three sons and two daughters, namely: Cassie, George 
J., Harry, James and Marjorie. 

George J. Gibson acquired his education in the grade and high 
schools of Wisconsin Rapids and afterward became a sergeant in the 
first World War, serving in Company B of the One Hundred and Sev- 
enth Ammunition Train of the Thirty-second Division, of which his 
brother Harry was also a member. For twenty-one months he was on 
active duty overseas. In 1922 he organized the business of which he 
is now the owner and the head, and in the beginning he had but one 
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employe. His plant was located on the site now occupied by the Car- 
bonated Beverage Company and from the outset his patronage steadi- 
ly increased, so that he was soon well established in a business which 
he found congenial as well as profitable. He has had to increase his 
facilities by making two additions to his plant and he now employs 
twenty-one people, while his trade covers four counties. His equip- 
ment is the finest that money can buy and under contract he bottles 
Pepsi-Cola, Clico Club and Hire’s Root Beer and he also has the distri- 
bution rights in this territory for a number of the well known brands 
of malt beverages. Almost at any time one can see on the streets of 
Wisconsin Rapids one or more of his trucks delivering the products 
- which he bottles or the goods of which he is the distributor, and his 
trade is today one of extensive and gratifying proportions as the 
result of his close application and enterprising spirit, for he readily 
recognizes and utilizes the opportunities offered for the upbuilding 
of his business. 

Mr. Gibson married Sylvia Bennett, of Vesper, Wisconsin, and 
their only child is John C., who attended the local and high schools 
here. He was born in 1925 and is now serving with the United States 
Marines in World War II. Mr. Gibson is well known in fraternal cir- 
cles as a Mason and an Elk. He also belongs to the Eagle Club and he 
has membership in the Congregational church. 


T, EMERY BRAY retired from the superintendency of the Wis- 
consin State School for the Deaf at Delavan on the 31st of December, 
1942, but his interest in the hard-of-hearing will never cease and 
especially in those who were of the student body during the long 
period of twenty-four years when he headed the institution and 
worked so untiringly for its development and improvement, his labors 
being crowned with most excellent results, so that Wisconsin has 
every reason to be proud of the Delavan school. 

No other individual has been so long at the head of a school for 
the deaf in Wisconsin as Mr. Bray, whose resignation was accepted 
with the deepest regret. He is a native of the state, born in Cuba 
City, and is a representative of one of the oldest families of Wis- 
consin, his grandfather, Thomas Bray, having been a teacher in the 
southwestern section of the state as early as 1838, when Wisconsin 
was still under territorial rule. The youthful experiences of T. Emery 
Bray were those that usually fall to the lot of the farm bred boy. He 
attended the near-by rural school and later was graduated from the 
high school of Cuba City. Taking up the profession of teaching, 
which he followed for two years, he next became a student in the 
Platteville State Teachers College, where he was graduated in 1897, 
while in 1900 he was granted an unlimited state teacher’s certificate. 
His early experience covered teaching in the rural and graded schools 
and he later was principal of the high schools of Cuba City, Linden, 
Dodgeville and Bloomington, Wisconsin. 

In 1905 Iowa County elected him county superintendent of schools, 
which position he filled for four years, and while thus engaged he 
received appointment as one of the state civil service examiners by 
E. D. Doty, Wisconsin’s first director of civil service. In 1917 he 
was elected superintendent of schools of Grant County and thus as- 
sumed direction of the activities of three hundred and sixty-five 
teachers. His appointment as superintendent of the Wisconsin School 
for the Deaf at Delavan came in 1917, and he remained in charge for 
almost a quarter of a century. Many tangible evidences can be given 
of his devotion tn the work, He instituted many improvements In 
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the property, in the care of the student body and in the methods of 
instruction. Under his guidance Cochrane Hall was _ practically 
rebuilt to include five well lighted and ventilated class rooms; Phoenix 
Hall for boys was remodeled, so that instead of there being one large 
ward, sleeping rooms were provided accommodating two or three 
pupils each; in 1922 a new laundry was built in which has since been 
installed the latest modern equipment; a‘modern dormitory for the 
small boys was built in 1931, containing room for manual training; 
and in 1936 Mr. Bray was instrumental in the rebuilding of the 
kitchen, dining rooms and assembly hall, this being a fine fireproof 
building. He promoted the purchase of additional acreage until the 
farm now affords pasture for a fine herd of cattle, supplying all the 
dairy products for the school and there is a pasteurizing plant with 
mechanical cold storage equipment for milk. The vegetable garden 
covers ten acres, thus affording not only fresh vegetables in season, 
but also for canning, and the development of the school in its physical 
equipment is elso an indication of what has been done in the educa- 
tional field as well. Progress has been the keynote of Mr. Bray’s work 
at all times, and while striving toward high ideals he used the most 
practical methods that brought most beneficial and commendable 
results. The curriculum is a broad one, equipping students for many 
activities in after life, and this too was largely the work of Mr. 
Bray. It has been said that his work is his own eulogy, and there was 
the greatest regret felt throughout the state when he felt that he 
should take a much needed rest and gain relaxation from the arduous 
eares which he had borne for so many years. His loss was most 
keenly felt, however, among the students, old and new, who had come 
not only under his instruction but also under his kindly ministrations, 
for at all times he was endeavoring to assist the individuals. 

Mr. Bray at all times found an able assistant in his wife, who in 
her maidenhood was Miss Kay Joiner and to whom he was married 
in 1908. Delavan welcomed them to its citizenship and at all times 
Mr. Bray took a helpful interest in civic affairs and in the promotion 
of those interests which advanced the social and moral welfare of 
the community. In 1930 former Governor Walter J. Kohler recom- 
mended him to the Biographical Research Bureau of New York City 
for recognition in Who Who’s in Government. The Wisconsin School 
for the Deaf is largely a monument to his life work, and his example 
is an inspiration to all who are interested in the education of the 
deaf that they may meet the normal conditions of the business world. 


CHARLES T. TAYLOR, who is engaged in the practice of law at 
Wautoma and who also owns and controls extensive farming interests 
in this part of the state, was born in Waushara County, Wisconsin, 
April 1, 1868, a son of John and Jane (Hallett) Taylor, both. of whom 
were born in England. The father was a son of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel 
Taylor, who brought their family from England to the new world 
and settled in Lake County, Illinois, where Samuel Taylor followed 
farming. The grandparents of Charles T. Taylor on the maternal 
side also came from England to the United States in the 1850s and 
made their way westward to Lake County, Illinois, where they also 
established their home on a farm, so that for about nine decades 
his forebears have been residents of this part of the country. 

Charles T. Taylor was the sixth in order of birth in a family of 
thirteen children and he obtained his education in the common 
schools and in the County Normal. When but fifteen years of age he 
became a teacher in a rural school and for seven years he was a 
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teacher at Bloomfield and Poy Sippi, Wisconsin. He soon demon- 
strated his ability to impart readily and clearly to others the knowl- 
edge he had acquired, and the recognition of his ability won him 
election to the office of county superintendent of schools in 1890, in 
which capacity he continued to serve through reelections until 1900. 

It was then that he decided to become a member of the legal pro- 
fession and began his preparation for the bar as a student in the 
University of Wisconsin, where he won his Bachelor of Laws degree 
in 1903. He then came to Wautoma, where he opened an office and for 
more than forty years he has now practiced in the courts of this 
district, long maintaining a prominent position in legal circles. He 
presents his facts in a clear and logical manner, giving to each its 
‘due prominence and lays particular emphasis upon the vital point of 
every case on which the decision finally turns. His deductions are 
at all times sound and he treats the court with that courtesy which is 
its due, while in his relations with fellow practitioners he always holds 
ta high ethical standards. He is a public’ administrator, divorce 
counsel and justice of the peace and he was formerly court commis- 
sioner. He has long enjoyed a large clientele and is a prominent 
representative of the Waushara County bar. 

Mr. Taylor married Lillian Clark, a daughter of John and Eliza- 
beth Clark, both of whom were born in Waushara County. Her 
father was a prominent citizen here and filled various public offices, 
including that of county clerk, county judge and others. Mr. and 
Mrs. Taylor have one child, Ina, who was born in November, 1902. 
She attended the Wautoma schools and was graduated from the high 
school with the valedictorian honors of her class, after which she 
continued her studies in the Milwaukee Downer College and the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. She became the wife of Mark McComb, who 
was a native of Oshkosh, Wisconsin, and who was killed in an air- 
plane accident in 1928, so that Mrs. McComb returned home and is 
again living with her father. Mrs. Taylor died April 19, 1944. 

As Mr. Taylor prospered in his law practice he made judicious 
investments in real estate and is now the owner of several farms, 
from which he derives an annual income, while their supervision is 
also to him a matter of diversion and recreation. He does everything 
possible to promote the war efforts, is now chairman of the speaker’ 
bureau in connection with the sale of bonds and stamps, and is active 
in support of defense projects, while at all times he advocates and 
assists those measures for the upbuilding and benefit of his county 
and state. Fraternally he is a Mason, having joined the order at 
Pine River in Waushara County in 1893. He has taken higher degrees 
of the order and belongs to Tripoli Temple of the Shrine in Milwaukee. 
He has been active in the Methodist church for over forty years. 

Mr. Taylor is an orator of distinction and has thrilled many 
audiences. His addresses before high school graduating classes, civic 
clubs, Odd Fellows conventions, school board conventions, teachers 
institutes, state associations of fairs and others have won for him 
many laurels as a public speaker. The Waushara County Fair 
premium book of 1938, among other things said this about him: 
“No State Fair Convention in Milwaukee was quite complete without: 
some of Charley’s oratorical and fertile contributions for the mainte- 
nance and improvement of expositions on a sound and enduring basis.” 
He is a good story teller, and very seldom makes a speech without 
its containing a spicy story illustrating and driving home the lesson 
he is imparting. Many hearers have complimented him on his fine 
speeches. 
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He is also a poet. Of the following poem, which appeared in the 
Tattler, published at Milwaukee by Tripoli Temple in November, 
1943, the secretary of Tripoli Temple said, “It’s a gem”: 


There’s a flower in my garden, keep it sweet; 

My soul I cherish, it shall not retreat ; 

There’s a storm ahead; build of adamant steel, 

And keep life’s pathway on an even upward keel. 

I’m a soldier and a patriot in the battle of life; 

I furnish my armor and weapons for the strife ; 

No hand except God’s can guide me aright, 

But, we can assist each other and should with delight. 


‘Mr. Taylor has written many other poems worthy of note. He 
has traveled far and wide, in every state in the Union, in Canada 
and in Mexico. 


ALBERT OLAUS BARTON, of Madison, long active in newspaper, edi- 
torial and historical work and in the public service, is a native of 
Primrose, Dane County, Wisconsin, son of Ole and Mary Ann (Twed- 
ten) Barton. He comes of pioneer stock, being of the third generation 
of his family in America. His father, Ole Barton, was a veteran of 
the Civil War as a member of the Twenty-third Wisconsin Regiment, 
which participated in the last battle of the war, at Mobile, Alabama. 
Following the war Ole Barton purchased the first farm entered by the 
La Follette family in Wisconsin, which the Barton family retained 
for fifty-two years. Ole Barton became a well known country school 
teacher and town official, serving many years as town clerk and 
chairman, and was also a successful farmer. 

Albert O. Barton attended district schools in Primrose and Mount 
Vernon, Dane County, and was graduated from the Dodgeville high 
school under the principalship of the noted educator, Prof. John W. 
Livingston. Entering the University of Wisconsin, he was graduated 
with the class of 1896, and then had a year of graduate work in Eng- 
lish and history under such distinguished educators as Professors 
John C. Freeman, David B. Frankenburger, Frederick J. Turner, 
Julius E. Olson, Charles H. Haskins and Richard T. Ely. He was the 
second native of Primrose to graduate from the University, the first 
being Robert M. La Follette. An earlier Primrose graduate was not 
a native of the town. As a university student Mr. Barton was active 
in the Athenaean literary society and in the field of student journal- 
ism. He was managing editor of the Daily Cardinal, the university 
newspaper. For several years after the turn of the century he was 
editor of the Wisconsin Alumni Magazine. He has given years-in and 
year-out loyalty to the work of the Wisconsin Alumni Association 
and has been an unfailing reunioner. 

After graduation Mr. Barton visited Europe with a university 
friend, touring the British Isles, Germany and the Scandinavian 
countries. In London he met a number of distinguished scholars and 
in Copenhagen the two Danish princes who later became the kings 
of Denmark and Norway. For a number of years he engaged in 
reportorial and editorial work on Madison newspapers and as legis- 
lative correspondent. He was a reporter on the Madison Democrat 
and later was managing editor for ‘three years of the Wisconsin 
State Journal during the editorial regime of Dr. Amos P. Wilder. In 
the years 1907 to 1909 he did newspaper work on the Denver Post 
and the Cripple Creek Times in Colorado, being city editor of the 
Cripple Creek Times for some months. In 1910-1912 he served as 
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senate clerk for U. S. Senator R. M. La Follette and reported the 
historic Democratic national convention at Baltimore in 1912, when 
Woodrow Wilson was nominated for president. At Washington he 
formed the acquaintance of President William H. Taft and later of 
members of President Wilson’s family. 

During the first World War, while in the state service, Mr. Barton 
acted as director of. the state War History Commission, which pro- 
moted county war history collections and resulted in many counties 
making large and valuable collections of war memorabilia. 

Mr. Barton’s most notable editorial writing was done in the years 
1921 to 1929 as associate editor of the Wisconsin Farmer and Iowa 

_ Homestead, of the Pierce farm weeklies. Among the popular features 
of these publications in that period were the pages entitled “Pub- . 
lisher’s Views” and “Topics of the Times,” devoted to political, his- 
torical and educational subjects, and these were largely his work. 

In 1929-30 Mr. Barton was publicity director for the project of the 
unveiling of the Lincoln statue presented to the city of Freeport, 
Illinois, by William T. Rawleigh, a prominent manufacturer of Free- 
port, and he prepared the memorial volume relating to that event 
under the title Freeport’s Lincoln. In this work of nearly a year a 
valuable contribution to Lincolnia was secured by Mr. Barton in the 
form of scores of letters or interviews from people who as children or 
youths had attended one or another of the Lincoln-Douglas debates 
of 1858 or had family traditions or keepsakes of these events. Among 
the contributors was Grace Bedell (Billings), who as a child had 
induced Lincoln to grow a beard to improve his appearance. 

In 1932 Mr. Barton contributed a history of Dane County to a 
regional history in four volumes entitled Old Crawford County, which 
originally comprised all of southwestern Wisconsin. For some years 
he was a columnist of the Capital Times at Madison, contributing a 
popular daily feature entitled “Old Days.” Since 1935 he has been 
registrar of deeds of Dane County. He was a member of the Dane 
County board of supervisors for twelve years and in 1928 represented 
Dane County on a good will tour of the South. 

Since his graduation from the State University Mr. Barton has 
written innumerable articles for newspapers, magazines, historical 
reviews and books, dealing with historical, political and literary sub- 
jects, and has given many addresses before state and local societies. 
He is an authority on Scandinavian-American history and has con- 
tributed several notable papers to the annual review of the Norwe- 
gian-American Historical Association. In 1922 he published La Fol- 
lette’s Winning of Wisconsin, 1894-1904, pronounced one of the best 
source books on La Follette’s purely Wisconsin reform legislation. 

Among Mr. Barton’s important published contributions may be 
mentioned the following: ‘Education in Wisconsin,” in Wisconsin 
in Three Centuries, Milwaukee, 1906; ‘‘Beginnings of the Norwegian 
Press in America,” in Proceedings of the Wisconsin State Historical 
Society; “The Muskego Settlement,” 1916; “Wisconsin War History 
Collections,” in Wisconsin Memorial Day Annual, 1919; “Scandinavian 
Writers under the Southern Cross,” in Scandinavian-American Re- 
view, 1920; Political Philosophy of Robert M. LaFollette (co-author), 
Madison, 1920; “Napoleonic Soldiers Buried in Wisconsin,” in Wis- 
consin Magazine of History, December, 1921; “The Muskego Settle- 
ment,” in North Star Magazine, Minneapolis, November-December, 
1921; Essays of Georg Brandes on “Garibaldi,” “Algernon Charles 
Swinburne,” and “Napoleon Bonaparte” (translations), in Creative 
Spirits of the Nineteenth Century, New York, 1923; “The Scan-. 
dinavian Element in Wisconsin,” in Wisconsin, Its History and Its 


i 

avs pean bet Pie es a y? ; ; 7 
aii! siselies ints otfaltont al Met soians® zg wu x0t Arslo station _ 
nodw S1@f ni omitish ta aotlasvitos innotten aDexoomed ditote i 
ow golgaidesW JA  dasblesiq ot betanimmon saw noaliW  wouboo 
to tel bos JteT .H mailliW jnsbieotd to sonstalaupos ef? honrio 
Wins! a'aoehiW tuebieorT to arsdinom 
notiall «AM .ssivice stata od? ab olidw isW bhoW text odd paid 

“ay Aoidw soizeimimoD yrotsit 1W stete oft Yo rotsotth aa betes 

ssijnvoo ynam oi betluest bas enoitsellos yioteid te6 Wavoo bstom 

uilidarwemnen Yaw lo enolimelios sidaulay brs sgial gablem 

sine os ni saoh tew quiliaw Isisefibs : rq “i Jeom a'aotisl «aM 


[ 


mie recat mr) 


«2 


boroh bow tah THA sesOsE) Wf oii 70 4odiby ite “28 &6 nee Oo! ISor 
evitiiasl isiuqog edi gnomA esildaaw arial sori ont} 1 bd tena > 
«du 9" boltiin > 2 DLE te 8 On rI9w DO 1 he 19 f 38 “. i 2 AC uta v1 Nelo i>? vars to 


7 
i} 3 ovet * e6rniT eri} to ‘ a a ITs “2 waiJ n+! it =hf 
iow eit yloytal stew seal) brew jedosi dus i Ixesoitan ube bra leoitod 


ag. 
acl? Yo fas~otd ori} wt solvetib vy liothing sew aaitell aM 06. Sel al 
Jrogs ae lo Wis of? of boimeaony setata elosail oft) To goidievity 
“994 a to ewiselweam Insaimor «a dgislwa .T mailliW vd .sionilti 
neve Jas i) Oo? yatisio: employ Laitornsn Ly bows aqoiq ed bra 10d 


8 189% & Yitaen Yo Atow eids wl seo) “Srog ae 4 9fti} od? teBau 
ony ai ttelisd aM ed bo i it of notiuditines sidgutgy 
10 nerblido en onw slqosq mort eweivrini 1 etotiel To es 1098 Jo mrt 
aiadsh ealguotl-nloonil oft Yo ad bastis bad edivoy 


« £ P ° - : 
wromA nev9 aeadt Io exdacuers 


¢ : 
° rin 


is } TO : 
iJibaw vilmet bad 46 #aae y to 


: » - 

bait blinds 2 az ocve ,(agnilliff) Mebetl sonx) saw eiolvdiiiies 4d} | 

meineg ys wir 7 of bined « worn of aloontil bs net biti te 
a ol ayers me jo ytolaid a betudiniiuoy noha AM See! nl ao 
Aoltiw yiweD broljwor) DIO heltitas esnslay wwol ai wroteid lnaotey ‘yey 
Stauy eqioxw «ad Mano gmyeleewlia io Hla bes Mumia ‘vilanigitxo ‘e : 
@ uoiludivincs woribaM te eamiY let \)') sdJ Yo Sainmulod a eaw Sif 
fioxt aad of GB8C soni! ¢ i” balittas siwiast vfigh tHluqog 7 
sant] ed} ie 19deaee m 6.wiuo) seal Yo abooh Yo 1ntieiued a 
bulcoaviqor S80F ni baa ainay wvlow!t 1) aiosive ue to taod yWauod Rat 

3008 eft 10] fliw booy a no yWuuie) ened - 

ead wohmG AM vtisvevial ojnt@ otf mort a Warharg eifl aoni2 . a 
[aoty0 fein eerlsagim gistaqewsn tot 2sisitie sldstamunal nsttitw - 
“dy ‘te7il bra Issitilog lastudeid iw ynilgob adtood bar twotees 
= Ioinue ven bra atate ioted gosagt! bas bie amt Ti yvig ead bias Ios 
-109 exd bree —— naohismtA-nsivertiinase ao ytitedion ne al oH 
-9wioK sill to wetver laine sas vad Sian sidsion lmrevee baludit? ar 
-lo"A el boi nildug on SSF -ol- .wobljaivorns ‘ fastiotesi raorigin TA =i iz 
Jeod oti to sno besa <p: nig ,}Oei- sent Jian ost Yo wicked c‘stig} - 7 


Att aletysl rrtete ai ahora W ylsiyy 2 ‘atts a&J mo exood avinog © 
od yee snothadina: > her alidug seabzognal e‘sotisel i yoomaé ¥ 
Steroo HW ot “ntenooeiW at avifesuba” ‘yniwollot sdi beactinany ~” 
inigewiok Sf if - eyitidcined” ‘i 2] rf eA ew TE ort wise) sara tl sa my . 
lnohrolet hh sare, Kise oft \o | eyribio.01 of “esbhromrA nv ent” 
wie ae! isnooxl WN? rien [tn saitel3 is ogodleauM edfT” .wisined 
gsivenibasst" +@rer Soon yond Vortone + PK a resvoon ai anoltoolioly — 
oT tenareaae & ~se NaN SHG tee: ei “weet avedieo! off whny eilhWw 
| (2018-9) wie) wim! Mi reeset \o yaqneotra inskilod -O8er oretg > 
Pr ni“ menos W wi bait ersibloe sinosiogah* ;OS@E pind one 
sltie® ogeileoM od T” ~f8el ,tedeieced Yrrotey \e gnksh ik we i 
 tedariosd Yad move silogeon ait sstimegnlh oly, Advo' vm “Jug 

sina by 

versie bh ‘ 


solani) mecrreylA” " ibladited” ‘a0’ gobners nto% toe 
ositove) af  fettottalenmty “alrsqanof nooldg ie rte 
piste ont? S 8808 oY wai WUD MhvestoniY old Yo SYP AS 
wh bio woke ett aassaibsi ai “aieaooeiW nt Jusontg asin ah & 

ro, ft Al i I i 


? ai ba Hee. 
ot ae anew eS, Pie : ; <), 7) a 


el 2. <lblee 
vt eos eo ic lls a 4 to om , 


BIOGRAPHY 787 


People, Chicago, 1924; “Town of Primrose,” (a social study), in 
Wisconsin’s Domesday Book, State Historical Society, 1924; “Two 
American Legends of Ole Bull,” in Scandinavia Magazine, Grand 
Forks, 1924; “Ole Bull and His Wisconsin Contacts,” in Wisconsin 
Magazine of History, 1924; “Genesis of La Follette Family in Amer- 
ica,” in Wisconsin State Journal, 1924; “Centennial Survey of Nor- 
wegian-American History and Achievements,” in Festival issue of 
Sons of Norway Magazine, 1925; “Reminiscences of An Early Nor- 
wegian-American Editor (C. F. Solberg),” in Yearbook of Norwegian- 
American Historical Association, 1926; “Norwegian Emigration So- 
cieties of the ’50s and ’60s,” in Studies and Records, Norwegian- 
American Historical Association, 1929; ‘‘Freeport’s Lincoln,” in 
Journal of Illinois History, 1929; in collaboration with August Der- 
leth, Poetry Out of Wisconsin, New York, 1937; “Old Ceresco Letters,” 
1941, and “Old Galena Letters,” 1948, in Wisconsin Academy of 
Sciences Proceedings. 

Mr. Barton’s recent literary activities include a translation of 
the journal of Thure Ludwig Kumlien, pioneer Swedish naturalist, 
1844-1850; a testimonial review of the work of Dr. Charles IX. Brown, 
Indian authority and for thirty-five years director of the State His- 
torical museum; also chapter contributions to the present historical 
work for The Lewis Publishing Company. Few if any contemporary 
students are aS well versed in the lives of Ole Bull, Ella Wheeler 
Wilcox, Vinnie Ream, Jennie O’Neil Potter and Rasmus B, Anderson, 
among others of Wisconsin inherency whose careers he has traced 
with unfailing trustworthiness. 

Mr. Barton is a life member of the Wisconsin Historical Society 
and a charter member of the Norwegian-American Historical Asso- 
ciation and also holds membership in the Wisconsin Archeological 
Society, the Sons of Norway, the Ygdrasil Literary Society, the Wis- 
consin Allied Arts Club, the Society of Friends of Our Native Land- 
scape, the Lions Club of Madison and the Lincoln Fellowship of Wis- 
consin. Politically he is a member of the Progressive party. He is 
affiliated with St. Andrews Episcopal Church. 

Mr. Barton, whose birth dates back to December 11, 1870, was 
married in 1901 to Miss Ada Winterbotham, of prominent English 
pioneer descent, who died in California in 1909, leaving two children, 
Harold Edward Barton, now in geological work at Lander, Wyoming, 
and Ethelwyn Barton, now Mrs. William Winslow Fuller, Waukesha, 
Wisconsin. In 1914 he was married to Miss Aileen Dinneen, formerly 
of Scarborough, England, whom he met on shipboard while returning 
from Europe. The family home in Madison is at 1914 Madison 
Street. 


Orro LIEBER JR. is the president and owner of the business con- 
ducted under the name of the Lieber Lumber & Millwork Company at 
Neenah and also operates yards and stores at Appleton, New London 
and Kaukauna. Since starting out in life on his own account he has 
engaged in the retail lumber business and is very familiar with all 
its phases, his success being attributable entirely to his close appli- 
cation and earnest and reliable efforts. 

A native of Calumet, Michigan, Otto Lieber was born June 12, 
1898, a son of Otto and Matilda (Beiswanger ) Lieber. The father, 
also a native of Michigan, devoted his life largely to mining interests. 
He died in 1937, and his widow, who was born in Michigan, is still 
living. They were the parents of ten children, of whom Otto Jr. is 
the fifth in order of birth, His sisters and brothers are: Susan, who 
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is now engaged in teaching school; Henry; Isabelle; Dora, who is 
likewise a teacher; Ruth; Wendell; George; Homer; and Robert A., 
who is a practicing physician. 

The public school system of Hancock, Michigan, afforded Otto 

Lieber his educational opportunities and after mastering the work of 
the grades and the high school he secured a position in a lumber- 
yard at Hancock, where he remained for eight years, during which 
time he thoroughly familiarized himself with the business and laid 
the foundation for his present prosperity. In the meantime he en- 
listed for service in the first World War and was in the Officers Train- 
ing School when the Armistice was signed. 
_ On receiving his discharge from military service Mr. Lieber came 
to Neenah and joined the Durham Lumber Company, of which he 
remained an employe for five years. He then established a business 
of his own, which has since claimed his undivided attention. Al- 
though a comparatively young man, his financial rating gives evi- 
dence of his progress and he is now the owner of the business located 
at 133 North Lake Street and of three branch yards. He started in 
business in 1929 and in 1933 he built the fine business building which 
he now occupies. His company carries a complete line of all types of 
building materials and calls their places lumber department stores, for 
_in addition to lumber and builders’ supplies he handles wood and coal. 
His main plant in Neenah covers about four acres and in addition he 
has a lumber business in Appleton, in New London and in Kaukauna. 
His annual sales now reach a large figure. His business record shows 
that success is not the outcome of favorable circumstances or of out- 
side influences but is the result of industry, persistency of purpose and 
careful management—qualities that can be cultivated by all and never 
fail to bring desired results. 

Mr. Lieber married Miss Malinda Brown, of Appleton, a daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. William Brown, the former now deceased, while the 
mother is still living. The three children born to Mr. and Mrs. Lieber 
are: Doris, who was born June 7, 1925, and attended the Carthage 
Lutheran College at Carthage, Illinois; William, born in 1931; and 
Robert, born in 1932. The sons are attending high school. 

In his fraternal connections Mr. Lieber is a Mason and is a mem- 
ber of the American Legion, while religiously he is connected with the 
Lutheran church and is now serving as president of the church 
council. 


PAuL W. CorNISH is serving as postmaster of Fort Atkinson, in 
which city he was born November 12, 1897, and is a representative 
of one of the most prominent families here. His parents were W. W. 
and Inez (Bridges) Cornish and his grandfather on the paternal side 
was Oscar §. Cornish, who removed from New York to Wisconsin in 
1857 and ten years later entered into partnership with D. W. Curtis 
in the ownership and conduct of a retail lumber business. As the 
dairy industry developed in this section of the state, however, they 
began the manufacture of the rectangular churn which had been 
patented by a Mr. Whipple, who sold his patent to the firm of Cornish 
& Curtis. The enterprise was established on a small scale but proved 
the substantial foundation of the mammoth organization now known 
as the Creamery Package Company, whose ramifying trade connec- 
tions reach out to every section of the country. Oscar S. Cornish 
continued one of the owners and the active manager of the business 
until his death in 1892. 

W. W. Cornish, son of Oscar 8S. and Elizabeth (Whitney) Cornish, 
early entered his father’s employ on the completion of his high school 
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studies and continued in the business until his retirement from com- 
mercial life several years ago. In 1893 he married Inez Bridges, and 
their three children are Harry B., Paul W. and Samuel A. The 
father belongs to the Masonic order and also to the Knights of 
Pythias fraternity. 

At the usual age Paul W. Cornish became a pupil in the Fort 
Atkinson schools and when he had completed the high school course 
he enlisted for service in the Marine Corps of the United States Army. 
He was on active duty in France in a number of the major engage- 
ments that occurred after the American troops entered the First 
World War, was twice gassed and was seriously wounded, being so 
badly injured that he spent many months in the hospital and was so 
incapacitated that after all these years he has not even yet regained 
his former health. 

After receiving his discharge from the hospital Mr. Cornish 
returned to Fort Atkinson and a little later entered Whitewater 
College, where he studied for a year. He next turned his attention 
to the banking business in Fort Atkinson, where he was connected with 
the several banks in various capacities until he was appointed post- 
master in 1936, which position he has since most ably and acceptably 
filled. He takes care of the mails in a most systematic, prompt and 
faithful manner. 

In 1923 Mr. Cornish married Annetta Donkle, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. O. W. Donkle and a sister of Shelburn O. Donkle, deceased, 
whose sketch appears on another page. She is a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin and taught school prior to her marriage at 
Mount Carmel, Illinois. Mr. and Mrs. Cornish have two daughters, 
Sarah Jane and Paula Ann. The parents are members of the Congre- 
gational church and Mr. Cornish belongs to the American Legion post 
in Fort Atkinson and to the Masonic lodge. 


SHELBURN ORVILLE DONKLE passed from this life May 31, 1941. 
It is a day that will long be remembered throughout Fort Atkinson 
owing to the sense of sadness and dismay that prevailed as the news 
spread throughout the community where he was widely known as an 
energetic and reliable business man, a progressive and public-spirited 
citizen, a loyal and faithful friend and a devoted husband and father. 
It is seldom that one is so deeply and uniformly mourned as was 
Shelburn Donkle. He was born in Platteville, Wisconsin, May 20, 
1893, a son of Orville W. and Sara V. (Bird) Donkle, who removed 
with the family to Fort Atkinson in 1909. The father was born at 
Verona, Dane County, Wisconsin, February 16, 1867, his parents 
being William and Mariette (White) Donkle. Orville W. Donkle was 
educated at Wayland Academy in Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, after 
which he spent some time on the home farm, his father having become 
a substantial and leading agriculturist of this state. When eighteen 
years of age Orville W. Donkle turned from farm life to become a 
dispatcher with the Chicago & North Western Railroad, devoting 
several years to work of that nature, after which he became interested 
in a retail lumber yard. He entered the financial field when he 
organized the bank at Brooklyn, Wisconsin, while later he was so- 
licited to organize the bank at Black Earth, Wisconsin. In 1909 he 
came to Fort Atkinson, where he founded the Fort Atkinson Savings 
Bank, which was capitalized for $80,000 and which in the first twenty 
years of its existence paid an annual dividend of ten per cent. The 
promoters of the bank erected a substantial business block to house 
the institution, which remains one of the leading banks of this section. 
In 1942 Mr. Donkle retired from the presidency of the bank. He 
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is also interested in various other business enterprises and in farm 
properties and he owns a beautiful home in Fort Atkinson. He has 
served as a member of the board of both Dane and Jefferson counties. 

Orville W. Donkle married Sara V. Bird, a daughter of William R. 
Bird, and they became parents of two sons and a daughter, of whom 
Shelburn was the eldest. The other son, Lloyd R. Donkle, married 
Marie Royce and they have two children, Barnita and Royce. An- 
netta Donkle, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Orville W. Donkle, is the 
wife of Paul Cornish, postmaster of Fort Atkinson. 

Brought to this city in 1909, Shelburn O. Donkle continued his 
education in the high school until graduated with the class of 1912 
and later attended the University of Wisconsin. He was married in 
July, 1917, and on the 28th of May of the following year he joined the 
United States Army, becoming a member of Company B of the Three 
Hundred Thirty-second Machine Gun Battalion, with which he saw 
active service in World War I. With his return home after the war 
Mr. Donkle embarked in the general insurance business, which he 
carefully and profitably conducted to the time of his death, and he 
was also district manager for the Aetna Life Insurance Company. 
For several years he and his wife also successfully carried on business 
under the name of the Fort Atkinson Fur Company. 

It was on July 16, 1917, that Mr. Donkle wedded Miss Anna 
Geroux, of Michigan, a daughter of Eli and Mary Geroux, of Saginaw, 
that state, both now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Donkle became parents 
of four sons: Shelburn O. Jr., who was born February 10, 1919, 
attended the University of Wisconsin, and is now carrying on the 
Donkle Insurance business established by his grandfather and de- 
veloped by his father. He married Lorraine Bonk, of Ripon, and they 
have one daughter, Sandra. Shelburn O. Donkle Jr. served with the 
United States Army in the second World War, attached to the air 
force. Richard J., born September 18, 1924, attended the University 
of Wisconsin. He enlisted in the air corps and saw service in Italy 
as a gunner on a B 24 in the anti-aircraft division.. Robert L. and 
William E., twins, were born December 29, 1925, They attended 
Ripon College and entered the United States Army service attached 
to the anti-aircraft division. Mr. Shelburn O. Donkle’s interests 
centered in his family and he regarded no effort or sacrifice on his 
part too great if it would promote the welfare and happiness of those 
of his own household. He was a charter member of the local post 
of the American Legion. He possessed an extremely genial disposi- 
tion and unfeigned cordiality characterized all his relations with his 
fellowmen. His fellow members of the Legion elected him commander 
of the Fort Atkinson post in May, 1922, and he also served as its 
finance officer in 1920 to 1922 inclusive, and was service officer from 
1921 through 1930. He was also an active member of the 40 and 8 
auxiliary of the Legion and belonged to the Masonic fraternity. 

When death called Mr. Donkle the business houses of the city 
closed during the hour of the funeral that the merchants and pro- 
fessional men might pay their last tribute of respect and honor to 
him, and in the service the Rev. D. Q. Grabill said: “It was my 
privilege and the privilege of all who knew him to call him friend, a 
tried, trusted and true friend. His memory will live long in the 
hearts of all who loved him. His was a forceful, dynamic personality. 
He gave his energy freely to the defense of his country and to the 
service of his community. In his passing Fort Atkinson has suffered a 
eruel loss.” The American Legion News bore tribute to him, written 
by L. C. Whitford, “ ‘Sod’ has answered the call of the Supreme 
Commander. Our friend and our comrade left this world of ours last 
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Saturday and has left us with but memories of the services he so 
faithfully and willingly performed. He was an industrious, capable 
and dynamic leader whose courage and fearlessness were but two of 
his many fine attributes. . . . He may have had his faults, as we all 
have, but he had so many more fine qualities that overshadowed any 
faults he may have possessed. It was grand to have known him and 
to have the pleasure and honor of calling him our friend. We are a 
better community today because ‘Sod’ helped to make it so.” 

A fitting tribute appeared as an editorial in one of the local papers, 
as follows: “Over the nation Friday hundreds died in automobile 
crashes. But this solemn impact of death and tragedy could not 
match the unspeakable shock felt by this community when death came 
for Shelburn O. Donkle. Through the stores, from home to home, 
went the tragic word that another stalwart figure of this community 
had gone. Death came to ‘Sod’ Donkle in a manner fitting to a brave 
man, although the impact of his sudden passing is a serious blow to 
the members of his immediate family and to all those who knew and 
respected him. One moment happy, sharing the happiness of living in 
a manner for which he was loved, the transition between worlds was 
but a step for this fine citizen. Men come and go but their unselfish 
service to their fellow men is the only worthwhile and lasting monu- 
ment which can be erected in their memory. The place that ‘Sod’ 
Donkle held in the hearts of his fellowmen is a deathless tribute to a 
man whose passing all Fort Atkinson mourns.” 

Many years will pass before the influence of the memory of Shel- 
burn O. Donkle will cease to be felt in the city which he called home 
for the greater part of his life and mostly will this be so in the family 
circle, for to wife and sons he left the priceless heritage of that un- 
tarnished name which is rather to be chosen than great riches. 


THE CITIZENS NATIONAL BANK of Marshfield is located at 211 
South Central Street, in the same building where on September 22, 
1892, the German American Bank first opened its doors for business. 
The building had been erected the previous year and the bank was 
established with a capital stock of $25,700. The directors of the 
original institution were W. D. Connor, Robert Kraus, Oscar Linde- 
mann, W. L. Hemphill, Peter Christianson, Michael Steinmetz and 
E. M. Demming. The bank entered upon an era of steady expansion 
and in June, 1900, the name was changed to the American National 
Bank, while the capital stock was increased to fifty thousand dollars, 
no changes, however, occurring in the directorate personnel. 

The American National continued in business until the morato- 
rium was declared on March 2, 1933, at which time business was 
suspended and John L. Stauber was then appointed conservator in 
which capacity he continued to serve for fourteen months. On the ex- 
piration of that period, on the 1st of May, 1934, the new Citizens Na- 
tional Bank opened its doors, with Mr. Stauber as the cashier. Much 
of the stock of the new bank was obtained from stockholders of the 
closed American National Bank. There were $75,000 in shares of 
common stock held by people of this community with $25,000 in Recon- 
struction Finance Corporation preferred stock and a surplus of 
$25,000. Within a ten year period the common stock was doubled to 
$150,000 and the surplus had increased to $55,000. The depositors in 
the old American National Bank were paid off at one hundred percent 
on the dollar, and the growth of the institution has since been con- 
tinuous and satisfactory. The present officials are Louis Hartl, presi- 
dent; John L. Stauber, executive vice president; and Jacob Lein- 
wander, assistant vice president and a director. The last named had 
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started with the German American Bank as a messenger and had 
steadily advanced to his present connection. Today the bank employs 
seventeen people and is well housed in a substantial building that was 
remodeled and modernized in 1939. Their patronage is steadily grow- 
ing and the bank occupies a prominent place in the business life of 
the town. 

John L. Stauber, who is the executive vice president and the gen- 
eral manager of the Citizens National Bank and who has been closely 
associated with the control and development of the institution since 
1933, was born in Marshfield, Wisconsin, September 2, 1897, a son 
of John K. and Frances (Meidl) Stauber, who were natives of 
Austria and came from the vicinity of Vienna to the United States. 
The father, who learned and followed cabinetmaking as his life work, 
died January 18, 1944, at the advanced age of eighty-six years, having 
long survived his wife, who died in 1919. They had a family of nine 
children, of whom two are now deceased. 

John L. Stauber, the youngest of the family, attended both the 
grade and high schools of Marshfield, and started out in the business 
world as a messenger with the American National Bank on July 13, 
1913. He closely applied himself to his tasks and won various promo- 
tions as the result of his industry and reliability until he was serving 
as cashier of the bank when it closed its doors in 19338. He then acted 
as conservator until May 1, 1934, when his efforts resulted in the or- 
ganization of the Citizens National Bank, of which he became the 
executive vice president in 1944. His thirty-one years’ experience in 
banking have made him familiar with every phase of the business, and 
he is putting forth every effort to further develop the bank and extend 
its connection by making it a reliable point of financial exchange for 
the district. That he is well known and highly respected in financial 
circles in the state is indicated in the fact that he is now serving on the 
executive committee of the Wisconsin Bankers Association. He is 
also a director of the Marshfield Building & Loan Association, and 
thus for more than three decades he has figured in the business life 
of his native town. 

Mr. Stauber married Marie Beining, of Marathon County, Wis- 
consin, and they have two sons and a daughter. John H., who was 
born March 31, 1921, attended the local schools and later graduated 
from Notre Dame University. He is now a lieutenant junior grade in 
the United States Navy and saw active service in the Marshall and 
Gilbert Islands, also at Tarawa and Iwo Jima. When home on a fur- 
lough in the spring of 1944 he married Jean Wilson, who had been a 
classmate of his in high school, the wedding being celebrated on 
Easter Monday in St. John’s Cathedral. The second son, Robert, born 
February 5, 1928, attended the Sacred Heart parochial school and the 
Marshfield high school and was studying optometry in Chicago when 
he was inducted for military service. Later, however, he was dis- 
charged and became a teller in the Citizens National Bank, but has 
now returned to Chicago to finish his course in optometry. He mar- 
ried Virginia Aigner, of Marshfield, in September, 1944. The only 
daughter of the family, Elizabeth Fran, known as Betty, was born 
June 26, 1926, studied in the Sacred Heart Parochial school and the 
Marshfield high school and is now a freshman in Lawrence College. 

The parents are communicants of the Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church of Marshfield and Mrs. Stauber belongs to the Catholic Daugh- 
ters of America. She is also a member of the Woman’s Club of Marsh- 
field and is very active in Red Cross work. Mr. Stauber is a fourth de- 
gree member of the Knights of Columbus and has membership in the 
Commercial Club. His interest in community welfare is manifest in 
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many tangible ways. He is now serving as president of the Rotary 
Club, was formerly president of the Commercial Club, and is presi- 
dent of the board of education. He also has acted as chairman of the 
seven war loan drives and his support and cooperation are not with- 
held from any public project which he believes will benefit his com- 
munity, commonwealth or country. He is likewise identified with the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the Fraternal Order of 
Eagles and as a representative business man and citizen of Wood 
County, he well deserves mention in this history of Wisconsin. 


AuGuST W. DERLETH, author, publisher, editor and lecturer, re- 
siding in Sauk City, where he was born February 24, 1909, is a son of 
William J. and Rose Louise (Volk) Derleth. He completed his educa- 
tional training at the University of Wisconsin, where the Bachelor 
of Arts degree was conferred on him in 1930. Long before this, how- 
ever, he had entered the field of literature, having begun writing in 
1922. His works are widely known in the realms of fiction, non- 
fiction and verse. He is the author of Murder Stalks the Wakely 
Family, The Man on All Fours, both published in 1934; Three Who 
Died, Place of Hawks (the first volume in the Sac Prairie Saga, a col- 
lection of books in prose and verse telling the story of the Sauk City- 
Prairie du Sac area from 1812 to 1850) ; Sign of Fear, 1935; Still Is 
the Summer Night, Poetry Out of Wisconsin (ed. with R. E. F. Lars- 
son), Consider Your Verdict (under pseudonym of Tally Mason), 
1937; Hawk on the Wind (poems), Wind Over Wisconsin, Any Day 
Now, 1988; Sentence Deferred, Man Track Heve (poems), Restless 
Is the River, Atmosphere of Houses, 1939; The Narracong Riddle, 
Here on a Darkling Plain (poems), Country Growth (short stories), 
Bright Journey, Still Small Voice: The Biography of Zone Gale, 1940; 
Village Year: A Sac Prairie Journal, Wind in the Elms (poems), Hve- 
ning in Spring, Someone in the Dark (stories of the supernatural), 
1941; Sweet Genevieve, The Wisconsin: River of a Thousand Isles, 
Rind of Harth (poems), 1942; The Seven Who Waited, Shadow of 
Night, 1948; Mischief in the Lane, And You, Thoreau (poems), Sleep 
No More (ed. by), Selected Poems (introduction by Edgar Lee Mas- 
ters), 1944; Something Near (supernatural stories), No Future for 
Luana, The Edge of Night (poems), H. P. L.: A Memoir, The Shield 
of the Valiant, In Re: Sherlock Holmes: The Adventures of Solar 
Pons, The Lurker at the Threshold (with H. P. Lovecraft), Oliver, 
the Wayward Owl (juvenile), 1945; Writing Fiction, Who Knocks? 
(ed. by), Fell Purpose, Dark of the Moon: An Anthology of Poetry 
of the Fantastic and Macabre (ed. by), Sac Prairie People (short 
stories), 1946. In addition to these books Mr. Derleth has edited and 
written introductions for a variety of books, including The Best 
Supernatural Stories of H. P. Lovecraft, Green Tea and Other Ghost 
Stories, by J. Sheridan Le Fanu, Bill’s Diary, by Clare Victor Dwig- 
gins. In 1939, with Donald Wandrei, he began to publish the writings 
of the late writer of the macabre, H. P. Lovecraft, with the first of 
several volumes, The Outsider and Others, appearing late that year. 

Mr. Derleth has contributed verse, fiction, reviews and non-fiction 
to the Atlantic Monthly, the Yale Review, Poetry, the New Republic 
and over 200 other markets here and abroad. From July, 1934, to 
1943 he was an editor of Outdoors Magazine; prior to that time he 
had served as an associate editor in the Fawcett organization in 
Minneapolis. He was made a Guggenheim fellow in 1938, and for four 
years, beginning in 1940, he lectured in American Regional Literature 
at the University of Wisconsin. Since 1941 he has been literary 
editor of the Capital Times of Madison. He is the owner and editorial 
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director of three publishing houses, specializing in limited editions of 
off-trail books: Arkham House, Mycroft & Moran, and Stanton & Lee, 
all addressed At Sauk City. He is a member of the Authors Guild, 
the National Audubon Society, the Poetry Society of America, the 
Cliff-Dwellers Club, the Baker Street lrregulars, Wisconsin Academy 
of Sciences, Arts and Letters, American Folklore Society, the Fortean 
Society, the Ornithologists Union, Wisconsin Historical Society, etc. 


WILLIAM J. EULBERG, owner of Eulberg Men’s Shop, represents 
a family that has been identified with Wisconsin for almost a century. 
His great-grandfather, John Jacob Eulberg, brought his family to the 
United States in 1854, the party including his sons Adam and Peter, 
eighteen and ten years old respectively. The family was first estab- 
lished in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, where John Jacob Eulberg worked 
at the tailor’s trade, which he had learned in his native country. 
A removal was subsequently made to Milwaukee and at a later date 
to Pancake Hills in lowa County, Wisconsin, where the father devoted 
his attention to farming in the summer season and in the winter 
months to tailoring. 

Adam Eulberg, grandfather of William J. Eulberg, was born in 
Meudt, Nassau, Germany, August 15, 1835. Some time after the 
family had removed to Iowa County he established himself in the 
tailoring business at Mineral Point. Meanwhile his brother Peter 
obtained employment in the Gilman Bros. Brewery in Mineral Point 
but afterward went to Dubuque, Iowa, where he became brewmaster 
for the well known firm of Shirke & Schwind. Later he owned and 
operated a brewery in Dubuque but subsequently returned to Shirke 
& Schwind as brewmaster and continued to serve in that connection 
until Iowa passed the prohibition law. The interests of Adam and 
Peter Eulberg were again united when in 1884 they came to Portage 
and purchased the business of the Charles Heartel Brewing Company, 
which then became the Eulberg Brewing Company. This association 
was continued until the death of Peter Eulberg in April, 1895, and 
the enterprise was then carried on by Adam Eulberg as the sole 
proprietor until his own death, May 20, 1901. Adam Eulberg had 
built up the business to one of extensive proportions. His educational 
opportunities in youth had been limited but he learned in early life 
the value of industry and reliability and made those qualities a vital 
element in his growing success. 

Tn Mineral Point on Christmas day of 1860 Adam Eulberg was 
married to Margaret May, a daughter of Nicholas May. They became 
the parents of ten children: John J., who died December 15, 1922; 
Mathias J., who died August 22, 1925; Peter W., who died May 5, 
1938; Julius A., who passed away December 4, 1940; Joseph N., 
whose death occurred May 11, 1933; William and Frank, both of 
whom died in infancy; Kathryn, who became Mrs. William O. Kelm 
and died December 26, 1940; Josephine, who was the wife of Joseph 
W. Dalton and died January 16, 1982; and Gertrude, who became the 
wife of P. D. McQuellan and passed away November 18, 1940. 

The second of the family mentioned above was Mathias J. Mulberg, 
who spent his entire life in Wisconsin and became active in the 
business which his father had founded, and continued in that com- 
mercial association throughout the remainder of his life. He died 
in 1925, survived by his wife and their seven children, Margaret, 
Cecelia, Adam, William, Rose, May and Francis. Margaret is asso- 
ciated with the Brewing Company as secretary and treasurer. 

William J. Eulberg was born January 25, 1900, and was a student 
in the parochial and high schools of Portage and continued his educa- 
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tion in the Whitewater Normal. He started out in the.business world 
with the Rebholz Clothing Company, with which he remained for 
eleven years as an employe and in 1929 purchased an interest in that 
business, which wag then carried on under the name of the Eulberg- 
O’Leary Company. That connection was maintained until 1939, when 
Mr. Eulberg purchased his partner’s interest and is now sole owner 
of the business carried on under the name of the Eulberg Men’s 
Shop, with a trade of gratifying proportions in a high class of men’s 
furnishings. For a time William J. Eulberg was president of the 
Eulberg Brewing Company but in July, 1944, that business was sold 
to Alvin Bardin and associates, and Mr. Kulberg now gives his full 
attention to the clothing business. He is also interested in civic affairs 
and is a member of the Chamber of Commerce. He likewise belongs 
to the Elks lodge of Portage, of which he is a past exalted ruler, and 
he has membership with the Loyal Order of Moose and the Knights 
of Columbus, and is a communicant of St. Mary’s Catholic Church, to 
which his wife also belongs. 

In May, 1931, William J. Eulberg was married to Marion Rock, 
who belongs to the Catholic Woman’s Club. They have a family of 
three children: Janet, thirteen years of age; Suzanne, eleven; and 
David, eight years old. For more than sixty years the family name 
has been closely associated with the business life of Portage and the 
family has long held high social position here. 


NEWTON W. ROSENHEIMER is the president of the Kewaskum 
Grain & Malt Company and belongs to a family that for three score 
years and ten has figured most prominently in the upbuilding, devel- 
opment and progress of the town. He was born in Kewaskum, a son 
of Adolph L. Rosenheimer, who won a position of distinction as a 
financier and leading business man of Washington County. He was 
born in Slinger, Wisconsin, March 25, 1861, his parents being Lehman 
and Barbara (Herbst) Rosenheimer, the former a native of Dormetz, 
Bavaria, Germany. His natal day was June 12, 1821, and after 
acquiring his education in the schools of Dormetz he there learned 
the butcher’s trade. He had reached the age of nineteen when he 
determined to try his fortune in America, landing in New York, 
where he made his home for two years. In 1842 he started westward, 
making Milwaukee his destination, and for two years he conducted a 
German tavern for immigrants from his native land. In 1848 he 
returned to Germany but in the same year again came to the United 
States and was married to Barbara Herbst, of Milwaukee. Soon 
afterward he came to Washington County and purchased land near 
Addison, after which he engaged in farming and also bought cattle 
and engaged in the butchering business, which he had learned in early 
manhood. In 1856 he disposed of his farm and became a resident of 
Slinger, where he opened a general store and in addition to conducting 
his mercantile enterprise he bought and sold cattle, hides, grain, 
butter and eggs, developing a business of substantial proportions, 
In 1860 he erected a business block, to which he made a large addition 
seven years later—a fact indicative of the steady growth of his trade. 
He continued the business until his death, September 21, 1878, and in 
the meantime was joined by his two sons in carrying on his manifold 
interests. His wife survived him for about seven years, her death 
occurring in 1885. 

Their son Adolph Rosenheimer attended the public schools of 
Slinger until sixteen years of age, when he became associated with 
his father in business, and in connection with his brother Moritz he 
took charge of a branch store at Kewaskum which his father had 
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opened in 1874. In 1884 they assumed the management of another 
branch store located at Norway, Michigan, for the purpose of dispos- 
ing of farm produce purchased in Wisconsin and which they sold 
direct to the consumers. In 1891 they established a new enterprise by 
organizing the Rosenheimer Malt & Grain Company and three years 
later they opéned the Bank of Kewaskum, the partnership between 
the two brothers continuing until 1911, when they mutually agreed to 
divide their interests, Adolph Rosenheimer taking over the bank and 
also the Rosenheimer Malt & Grain Company, while Moritz Rosen- 
heimer became owner of the general store and the farm machinery 
business. Adolph Rosenheimer was also president of the Kewaskum 
-Aluminum Company, which he organized in 1918, and also of the 
Kewaskum Mutual Fire Insurance Company. He was also deeply and 
helpfully interested in the welfare and improvement of the town and 
served as the first president of the village. He was likewise a member 
of the Milwaukee Chamber of Commerce and he belonged to the State 
Bankers Association. His enterprising spirit carried him steadily 
forward and he became one of the foremost citizens of southeastern 
Wisconsin. 

On the 2d of February, 1882, Adolph L. Rosenheimer married 
Elizabeth Petrie, a daughter of Wendel and Catherine (Bauer) 
Petrie, who settled in Washington County in pioneer times. Mr. and 
Mrs. Adolph Rosenheimer had a family of five children: Belinda, 
who.-is the wife of Dr. G. A. Landmann, of Scotland, South Dakota; 
Byron H., who is vice president of the Bank of Kewaskum and who 
married Genevieve Royce, of Indianapolis, Indiana; Newton W.; 
Adolph L. Jr., who is treasurer and general manager of the Kewas- 
kum Aluminum Company and who married Belle Weichman; Maurice 
W., twin brother of Adolph, who is cashier of the Bank of Kewaskum 
and married Gladys Clar, their only child being Jean Rosenheimer. 

Newton W. Rosenheimer, second son of Adolph L. and Elizabeth 
(Petrie) Rosenheimer, after pursuing the work of the grades in the 
public schools of Kewaskum, continued his education in St. John’s 
Military Academy at Delafield, Wisconsin, and then entered the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, which conferred on him the Bachelor of Arts 
degree in 1906. He then returned home to join his father in the 
management of the vast Rosenheimer business interests and is now in 
charge of the malt and grain business, with offices above the bank. 
As president of the company he is wisely directing its affairs and 
gratifying success rewards his labors. He displays sound judgment 
in all that he undertakes and he never stops short of the successful 
achievement of his plans. 

A civie-minded man, Mr. Rosenheimer is deeply interested in all 
that pertains to the upbuilding of his native town and cooperates in all 
measures for the general good. For four years he has served as 
chairman of the county board of supervisors and has also been 
chairman of the county pension board. Fraternally he is a Mason, 
ever loyal to the teachings and purposes of the craft, and he also 
belongs to the Evangelical Lutheran church, while along social lines 
he is connected with the West Bend Country Club. His sterling worth 
is recognized and his friendship is prized by all who know him. 

Newton W. Rosenheimer married Linda Holly, of Antigo, Wis- 
consin, and they have one daughter, Linda K., who is a graduate of 
the University of Wisconsin, where she won the Bachelor of Arts and 
the Bachelor of Laws degrees. Having thus qualified for the bar she 
is now practicing in connection with the law firm of Cannon & 
Meister of West Bend. For a century the Rosenheimer family has 
been represented in this state, and throughout the entire period its 
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members have taken active and prominent part in all that pertains 
to the material, social, civic and moral development of the communi- 
ties in which they have lived. 


MARSHFIELD FREE Liprary. As early as the 1880’s John J. Marsh, 
for whom the city of Marshfield was named, had donated to the com- 
munity through Mrs. W. H. Upham several hundred books, which 
formed the nucleus of the present Free Library. For many years 
these volumes, with additions thereto, were housed in the Band of 
Hope Hall and were in charge of a library committee composed of 
Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Upham, M. B. Cracraft and B. Elvis. In 1891 the 
books were transferred to the Block Store and Bazaar, with Mrs. Tif- 
fault as the librarian, and the common council appropriated enough 
money to carry on there until the City Hall was completed in 1901, 
when the Library was removed to a wing of that building. 

On the 29th of May, 1901, Mayor Vollmar appointed a library 
board:and on the 21st of October the Marshfield Free Library was 
opened in its new quarters, with H. Della Ellinwood in charge, as- 
sisted by Mrs. Margaret Livingston and Jennie Reily. At that time the 
library contained fourteen hundred volumes, comprising reference 
works and books on travel, history, biography, science, fine arts, litera- 
ture and fiction, and also included many works printed in the Scan- 
dinavian and German languages for use of those who, having come 
from the old countries to America, had not yet learned the English. 
language. The Library was open from two to six o’clock and from 
seven until nine each day and started under very favorable conditions, 
quarters being very comfortable and inviting, with a thoroughly ex- 
perienced librarian in charge. In addition to the books various mag- 
azines and periodicals were to be had. The city council paid for the 
furniture and the fixtures and a tax was levied to assist in maintain- 
ing the Library. Patrons had the opportunity of using the reading 
rooms on Sunday from two to six o’clock, although no books were 
loaned out on that day. . 

There was steady development in the number of books purchased 
annually and in the number of borrowers who used them. In 1903 
there were fourteen hundred and ten borrowers and the Library 
was made the recipient of a fine Remington typewriter and twenty- 
five hundred dollars in money, the donor being D. D. Connor. Par- 
ticular attention was given to the reference department, and it was 
conceded that this department excelled that of any other library of its 
size in the state. 

In 1910 the circulation of books amounted to 30,778. There were 
5,886 books and 3,197 borrowers. By 1920 the circulation had reached 
50,724, while on the shelves there were 9,546 volumes, and the num- 
ber of borrowers was 2,706. The report shows that 1932 was the 
banner year when the-Library reported a circulation of 129,869 
volumes, an increase of 32,334 over 1930. Of this number 94,921 were 
taken by adults, the remainter being loaned to children. There were 
seven newspapers and eighty-eight current periodicals for use in the 
reading rooms. 

In 1944 the Library contained 28,743 volumes and there were 9,500 
borrowers, while the circulation amounted to more than 100,000 an- 
nually. The Library board now consists of Rev. A. R. Oates as presi- 
dent, Dr. L. A. Copps, Sigel Mayer, Irwin Ledger, Harold Helms, 
Mrs. Arthur Barnes and Mrs. W. D. Wheeler. Miss Alice Millerd be- 
came librarian in 1920. About the same time Miss Dorothy Drollinger 
and Miss Selma Bartman became her assistants and the three work 
together in complete harmony, much credit being due them for the 
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fine showing that the Library has made. Miss Jean Theby came later 
to serve as an assistant. 

The present quarters in the wing of the City Hall which have been 
occupied since 1901, are now proving inadequate because of the steady 
growth of the library, and there are tentative plans made for a new 
library building in the not too-distant future, when building materials 
will be available, following the close of the war. 


EARL MELYIN HALE, who since 1907 has been in the business world 
as a bookseller and publisher, is perhaps even better known through 
his activities in the sociological field, where for many years he has 
labored consistently and effectively for the uplift of the individual 
‘and the improvement of conditions affecting the general interests of 
society. He has always worked along constructive lines, with results 
that are far-reaching and beneficial. 

Born in Norwich, Iowa, February 19, 1884, he is a son of Charles 
Proctor and Mae Elizabeth (Martin) Hale, the former a banker of 
Glenwood, Iowa. In the attainment of his education Earl M. Hale 
mastered the branches taught in the grades and high school of Glen- 
wood and then entered Simpson College at Indianola, Iowa, where he 
was graduated with the Bachelor of Philosophy degree as a member 
of the class of 1907. During his college days he was an active par- 
ticipant in tennis and basketball and he became a member of Kappa 
Omega Tau. ; 

Mr. Hale made his initial step in the business world in a clerical 
capacity with a bookselling and publishing house, and his record has 
been one of steady progression, resulting in his mastery of every 
phase of the work as he has advanced step by step. After connection 
with the Eau Claire Book and Stationery Company for some time 
he became identified with the Michigan School Service at Lansing, 
Michigan, and is today president of the Hale-Haas Corporation of Mau 
Claire and its subsidiaries and also president of E. M. Hale and Com- 
pany. He has always continued in the same field in which he started 
and his opinions can be considered authority on all questions relative 
to the business. His interests are now of considerable proportion and 
his success is the direct outcome of his personal effort, intelligently 
directed. 

Because of his experience he was one of seventeen outstanding 
business men in the state appointed by Governor P. F. La Follette, 
in February, 1938, as advisory members to the State Department of 
Commerce, and served during the existence of that state activity 
created for the purpose of stimulating business opportunities during 
the closing days of the depression period. 

In the scope of his activities outside the field of business he has 
touched many interests which have affected the general good. In 
his young manhood he held the rank of sergeant major in the Wis- 
consin National Guard, covering the years 1917 and 1918. Unfalter- 
ing in his allegiance to the Republican party since attaining his 
majority, he has never been an office seeker but has expressed his 
ideas of citizenship in loyal support of all well defined projects for 
the welfare of community and state. A member of the First Congre- 
gational Church of Eau Claire, he has served as chairman of its 
board of trustees for twelve years and has been superintendent of 
the church school for twenty years. A helpful member of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association since 1917, he has served on the local 
board of trustees for more than a quarter of a century and during 
this period he has also been treasurer, secretary or president. He 
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has also been on the Association’s state board of directors since 1934 
and has been a member of the area council and chairman of its per- 
sonnel committee since 1934. For ten years he has been a member 
of the local board of the Red Cross, covering the period from 1924 
to 1934, and has likewise been its president. 

Mr. Hale’s close association with welfare agencies covers the entire 
period since 1922. In the Family Service Association he has given 
twenty years to work on its board; is on the executive area council 
of the Boy Scouts of America; and for sixteen years has been presi- 
dent and a board member of the Community Welfare Fund. His 
active association with welfare work has been one with tangible assets 
for twenty-five yeays. With membership in the Elks Club, he 
served as chairman of its welfare committee for 1948-44. He belongs 
to the Masonic order, was master of Eau Claire Lodge No. 112, 
F.&A.M., in 1928 and has attained the thirty-second degree in the 
Scottish Rite. He has membership in the Wisconsin Department of 
Commerce, of which he was a director in 1938-39, and in the Wis- 
consin State Chamber of Commerce, of which he has been a director 
since 1932, continuing in the office to the present time, the last reelec- 
tion to the post being in 1945; from 1933 until 1940 he was its vice 
president; from 1936 until 1944, its regional vice president, and in 
1945 was chosen its chairman of the committee on education for the 
state. He was elected as one of the curators of the State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin for a three year term at the annual meeting of 
the organization held at Beloit August 9-10, 1944. 

During World War II Mr. Hale was active in civilian war work. 
He served as a civilian aide to the secretary of war, interviewing and 
furnishing names of skilled personnel in western Wisconsin area of 
men who became officers in the various services of the army. Later he 
was appointed a member for Wisconsin of the air service forces, Sixth 
Service Command, Army of the United States. He was one of three 
citizens in the state who served on this Command. He also served as 
a member of the civilian advisory committee connected with the 
office of Naval Officer Procurement, Chicago, Illinois. During the war 
he was on the State Board of Directors of the Wisconsin War Fund, 
‘and was on the executive committee of the Eau Claire County war 
fund board. , 

Mr. Hale is the president of the National School Service Institute 
of Chicago, where he also has membership in the Union League Club, 
the Lake Shore Club and the Boswell Club. He belongs to the Mil- 
waukee Athletic Club of Milwaukee and to the Kiwanis Club of Hau 
Claire, of which he is a past president. His recreational interests are 
golf, tennis, swimming and fishing, while along business lines he has 
connection with the American Booksellers Association. 

On the 21st of September, 1910, in Corydon, Iowa, Mr. Hale mar- 
ried Mary Nell Rea, a daughter of Everett A. and Irene Cecelia 
(Albertson) Rea, the former a prominent hardware merchant of 
Corydon. The ancestral record of the family can be traced back 
through nine generations to Josiah Bartlett, the first governor of 
New Hampshire. The children of Mr. and Mrs. Hale are: Elizabeth 
Jean, born in Eau Claire, August 16, 1913, is now the wife of Kenneth 
W. Purdy, and they have one child, Geoffry Hale Purdy, born August 
12, 1940; Robert Rea Hale, born August 18, 1915, in Eau Claire, mar- 
ried Mary Helen Truax, and they have two children, Jo Ann, born 
August 20, 1988, and Robert R., born January 28, 1942; and Marinell 
Rea, born in Eau Claire, October 9, 1927, is now a student at MeMur- 
ray College, Jacksonville, Ilinois. 
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